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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, our Founder, arose to remind the 
world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words La 
ilaha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasul Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

No prophet, old or new, is to arise after the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by God to 
revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 

About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-l 920s. 

AchieNmenta: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza' s real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement, at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Our Teachings 

From the book Kishti-i Niih (Noah's Ark) 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(Editor's Note: The serialisation of extracts from this 
book which deal with the teachings of Islam, as 
particularly stressed by the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement, continues below from the 
last issue.) 

What a powerful and supporting God it is that we 
have found, the Master of mighty powers that we 
have seen. The fact is that nothing is impossible for 
Him, but that which would contravene His Book 
and His promise. Therefore, when you pray, be not 
like those ignorant believers in the laws of nature 
who have devised laws based on their own thinking, 
unsupported by the Book of God. They are rejected 
by God, and their prayers are never accepted. They 
are blind, not having sight; they are dead, not 
living. They bind God by the laws framed by 
themselves, set limits to His unlimited powers, and 
consider Him powerless. They shall be dealt with 
according to the weakness of their faith. 

Belief in God's power of granting prayers. 

But you, when you stand up for prayer, must be 
convinced that your God has power over all things. 
Then will your prayer be accepted, and you will see 
the wonders of the powers of God which I have 
seen. My evidence is based on personal observation, 
not on hearing stories. When a man does not con
sider God to have power over all things, how can 
his prayer be accepted; and when he faces great 
tribulations, how can he pray for those things to 
happen which he thinks are contrary to the laws of 
nature? But you, 0 blessed man, be not like this. 
Your God is the One Who holds up countless stars 
without any pillars, Who created heaven and earth 
from nothing. Do you suspect Him of being unable 
to help you? Rather, it is your own lack of faith in 
Him which will deprive you. 

God is never unable to accomplish something. 
However, His Book has set forth the law regarding 
prayer that, out of His infinite mercy, He deals with 
a righteous person as a friend. That is to say, 
sometimes He sets aside His decision and accepts 
the prayer, as He Himself said: "Pray to Me; I will 
answer you" (the Quran 40:60). On the other hand, 
He sometimes imposes His decision, as He says: 

"We shall certainly try you with something of fear 
and hunger" (2:155). This He does so that, on the 
one hand, by accepting a man's prayer, He 
increases his faith and spiritual understanding; and, 
on the other hand, by making man submit to His 
will, He grants him the honour of receiving His 
pleasure, elevates his status, and causes him to 
progress in guidance by loving him. 

God - the greatest treasure and bliss. 

Our God has countless wonders, but only those see 
them who have become His, truly and faithfully. He 
does not manifest them to those who are not His, 
who have no faith in His power, and are not truly 
faithful to Him. Wretched is the one who knows not 
that he has a God Who has power over everything. 
My God is my bliss; my highest fulfilment is to be 
found in my God, because I have seen Him and 
found every beauty in Him. This wealth is worth 
having, even at the cost of one's life; this jewel is 
worth buying, even by losing all of one's self. 

0 you deprived ones! run to this fountain to 
quench your thirst. It is the fountain of life which 
will save you. What should I do, and how should I 
convince the hearts of this good news! With what 
trumpet should I proclaim in the streets that this is 
your God, and make people listen! With what medi
cine should I treat people to open their ears! 

If you become God's, know it for certain that He 
shall be yours. While you sleep, the most high God 
shall be awake for you. While you are neglectful of 
your foe, God shall see him and frustrate his plans. 
You know not yet what powers your God possesses. 
If you knew, you would never grieve for things of 
this world. If someone possesses a treasure, and 
loses one penny, does he shed tears and wail and 
destroy himself over the loss? Then if you knew of 
that treasure, which is that your God will help you 
at all times of need, you would not go mad after the 
world. God is a lovely treasure; value Him for He 
assists you in every step you take. You are nothing 
without Him, nor are your means and plans any
thing. Be not like other nations who have fallen 
entirely upon human means, and like the serpent 
that eats dust, they eat the dust of worldly means. 
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In memory of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

Tributes from prominent followers whose lives he changed 

The May issue of 'The Light' is traditionally devoted to 
articles about the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
in commemoration of his death on 26 May 1908. Com

piled below are extracts from the writings of several of 
the most prominent men of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Move
ment, describing how Hazrat Mirza influenced and 
changed the course of their lives. The final contribution, 
by a brilliant research scholar, relates an intellectual 
miracle of the Founder. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

Mujaddid of 14th Century Hijra 

Promised Messiah and Mahdi 

The importance of the views expressed by these 
great men lies in the fact that their services to Islam, 
and also their personal spiritual qualities, are acknow
ledged by vast numbers of Muslims outside the Ahmad
iyya Movement. As Maulana Muhammad Ali asks in the 
extract below: Can an imposter produce such men? 

Maulana Muhammad Ali (d. 1951) 

Maulana Muhammad Ali's unique literary services 
to the cause of Islam have been acclaimed by emi
nent Muslim intellectuals all over the world, some 
of whom have confessed to finding the light of 

Islam through his books. In an Urdu booklet, A 

Moment's Reflection for every Muslim, published in 
1949, the Maulana traces the events which led him 
to the service of Islam. 

, The man who directed me to this work, then set 

me on this path, and guided me correctly is the 
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian. At a time when I 
had gone into a worldly path, he not only pulled me 
out of the mire of this world but also created within 
me a light of faith which has stayed with me throu
ghout this struggle. I declare this openly that if the 
Imam and Mujaddid of this age had not guided me, 
I was not capable of doing this work. I received a 
spark of the light which filled his breast. 

, The nineteenth century of the Christian era had 
drawn to a close. In exactly the year 1900, 

when I was on my way to Gurdaspur to start my 
law practice, with all arrangements completed, the 
premises rented, and my belongings and books 
moved there, my guide took me by the hand and 

said: You have other work to do, I want to start an 
English periodical for the propagation of Islam to 
the West, you will edit it. What great fortune that, 
on hearing this voice, I was not indecisive for a 
moment as to whether I should start this work or 
the work for which I had prepared myself. 

, This periodical was issued on 1 January 1902 

under the title The Review of Religions. In 1909 
I began the English translation of the Holy Quran. 

When I review this today, after half a century, I fall 

before God in gratitude that He gave me such long 
respite and enabled me to do so much work. 

, In reality, this is not my work. It is the work of 
the one who took my hand and set me on this 

road. And not only myself, but whoever went to 
him he put a spark of the fire of the love of God in 
the heart of that disciple. Just like me, the late 
Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din too, by sitting at the feet of 
the Imam of the age, was blessed with opening the 
first Islamic mission to Europe at Woking, shedding 
such light on the teachings of Islam and the life of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad that the entire attitude 
of Europeans towards Islam changed. Not only this, 
that Mujaddid produced thousands of people whose 
hearts ached with the urge to spread Islam, and who 
gave their lives and wealth to spread the Divine 
faith in the world. 
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, To those people who harbour ill-feeling against 
the holy Mujaddid, or who fail to give him the 

honour and love due to such a servant of the faith, 
I say: Has there ever been in the world a liar and 
imposter who filled the hearts of his followers with 
such an urge for the propagation of Islam, and to 
whom Almighty Allah gave so much help as to 
continue fulfilling his dreams and aspirations long 
after his death? In the beginning we did not have 
the longing that Islam should spread in the world. 
It was the yearning of the Imam of the age who set 
us on this work, and set us on it so firmly that the 
longing which was in his heart was transmitted to 
thousands of other hearts. , 

Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din (d. 1932) 

He was the famous founder of the Woking Muslim 
Mission in England, the first Muslim mission in the 
modem West. Some of the most prominent Muslims 
of the time, in the years 1913 to the 1930s, 
patronised that mission and considered the Khawaja 
sahib as the Muslim missionary most capable of 
running such a centre. As one of them, Shaikh 
Mushir Hosain Kidwai of Gadia wrote in a booklet 
Islam in England: "I am far from being a follower 
of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, but I cannot 
but give him credit for having fired English edu
cated Muslims with a missionary zeal for Islam. 
Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din is one of those men who 
were, so to say, reclaimed to Islam by the Mirza 
sahib, and that to this extent that be gave up his 
flourishing practice at the Bar and voluntarily 
accepted to be an exile and came to England with 
the sole object of preaching Islam. . . . There is no 
question of any new convert being fit to take his 
place in England when even among the seventy 
million Muslims of India I do not know of any 
other man who could have accomplished the self
assigned duty in a better way." 

The Khawaja sahib himself pays the following 
tribute to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad: 

, It was through him that I was rescued from 
Christianity, to which I was getting nearer day 

by day, and in 1892 I became a Muslim anew. Not 
only did I become a Muslim, but through his 
guidance and prayers I was able to make amends 
for the sin which had been taking me towards 
Christianity by showing Christians the right path 
today. It was the most auspicious and blessed day 
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of my life in 1893 when I took the pledge, at the 
hand of the Messiah sent by God, to hold religion 
above the world. I would give anything for those 
times which I spent in the company and service of 
this spiritually perfect man, which enabled me to 
fulfil my pledge as best as I could. How can I 
forget those favours and that love which he 
bestowed on me, especially on me! Even if I spent 
my whole life working for the aims and objects of 
the Divine mission of this Muslim Messiah, it 
would be little recompense for the continuous 
prayers he said for me. . .. 

, I took the bai'at on 22 November 1893, and 
pledged at his hand to hold religion above the 

world. I have tried to fulfil this promise as far as I 
could. Hazrat Mirza sahib bestowed special favours 
upon me. He was affectionate to me as one is to a 
dear child. He prayed for me, and said endless 
prayers. Purely through the grace of God and the 
kindness of Hazrat Mirza towards me, I was able to 
be of service to him in difficult times, as no one 
else in the Movement. I was his adviser in the most 
delicate matters. He sought my advice regarding the 
future of members of his family and what would 
happen after him. He acted on my recommenda
tions. On my insistence, he prayed to God in certain 
matters, and informed me of God's decision. , 

Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig (d. 1936) 

He was one of the handful of Muslim medical 
doctors in the days when, regrettably, the Muslims 
of the Indian subcontinent were entirely neglecting 
their education. He was also an untiring worker and 
official of several Muslim educational, social, 
charitable and political rights associations, and was 
admired by, and a close friend of, almost every 
prominent Muslim of the Punjab. He writes: 

, I had the privilege of taking the bai 'at a day 
before my brother, on 4 February 1892. The 

strange thing was that both of us brothers acquired 
an extraordinary love for Hazrat Mirza sahib by 
attending his company for only two or three days. 
Our hearts were attracted to him by a force like 
magnetism. I was fully convinced by just looking at 
the face of the Promised Messiah that this could not 
be an imposter. I was not interested in the question 
of whether Jesus was dead or still alive, and it is by 
the grace of God that my heart never inclined 
towards this question, nor was I desirous of listen-
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ing to a theological debate. What I needed was to 
take hold of a guide who showed the example of 
being a true follower of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, so that one would acquire love for the 
Holy Prophet and everything to do with him; and 
awe and reverence for God enter one's heart, so that 
one would acquire a nature which resists every kind 
of sin and evil. 

, Seeing Hazrat Mirza sahib and listening to him 
convinced me utterly that he was devoted to the 

love and perfect obedience of the Holy Prophet. 
Awe and reverence for God marked every word of 
his. I became as convinced of his truth as one does 
on seeing the sun that the day has begun. So I took 
the bai'at with him. After the bai'at, I received 
such spiritual blessings and favours that I cannot be 
sufficiently thankful for them. This was entirely the 
favour of Allah, as I am a mere humble mortal. I 
cannot describe the spiritual pleasure and delight 
regarding one's faith in the unseen which one used 
to receive by seeing the signs of the truth of the 
Promised Messiah being fulfilled daily. It was a 
favour of God that He drove into my heart the truth 
of the Promised Messiah like a steel nail at such a 
young age. 

, After the bai'at, there was a prominent change 
in both of us. Before that, we took no notice of 

prayer, fasting and other religious ordinances, and 
like other young people we gave no importance or 
value to the teachings of Islam. However, after the 
bai'at, we became regular not only in the five daily 
prayers, but even in the tahajjud prayer; and we felt 
very much engrossed and moved during our 
prayers. We began to have true dreams, which were 
of an entirely new and delightful nature. 
, Sometime ago, when our father was telling a 

friend of his about the blessings of Hazrat 
Mirza sahib, he made mention of us as well. He 
said: "I sent my sons to English schools and spent 
much on their education. They worked hard on their 
studies but when I used to see their attitude towards 
religion I used to worry for hours on end". My 
father saw that we had no inclination for prayer. 
Now and then we might join him for prayer, but 
generally we did not bother. There was no question 
of fasting. Sometimes we might fast on the day 
before 'Id, but usually not even that. ... We had no 
bad habits, but we were not interested in matters 
religious either, and in fact we scoffed at religious 
practices. 
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, My father told his friend: "When these two 
boys came and stayed with me in the summer 

holidays of 1892 and 1893, I found a complete 
transformation in them, which was astonishing. I 
was wondering how God had changed their hearts 
so much that they said all their prayers; at exactly 
the appointed time they would rise up for prayer 
with enthusiasm, love and tenderness of heart, and 
perform the prayer with the deepest feeling. Often 
I would notice that after the prayer their faces 
would be tearful, showing signs of awe and rever
ence of God Almighty. Seeing them in this condi
tion at such a young age, I was so pleased that I 
bowed before God with thanks untiringly." 

, My father further told his friend: "I was pleased 
beyond all limits at the change in their spiritual 

condition, but it was a puzzle to me how they 
received this blessing at such a young age. At last, 
I came to know that these two boys gained this 
good fortune, righteousness and purity from taking 
the bai'at of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the 
Promised Messiah." 
, One of the main reasons why my father himself 

entered into the bai'at of Hazrat Mirza sahib 
was the practical change within us brothers, which 
gave him the opportunity to form an opinion about 
the spiritual purity and righteousness of Hazrat 
Mirza sahib. , 

Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi (d. 1977) 

70 or 72 followers in Gospels? 

A miracle of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi, best known for the 
voluminous work Muhammad in World Scriptures, 
was one of the top-most missionaries of Islam and 
scholars of religion of this age. He entered into the 
bai'at of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in 1907 at 
the age of 19 and worked for the Central Ahmad
iyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam Lahore since its foun
dation in 1914. His successful debates in India with 
Hindu and Christian polemicists, his later world
wide travels as a Muslim missionary, and his 
literary services to Islam, have been acclaimed by 
many prominent Muslims outside this Movement. 

To show his view of Hazrat Mirza, we give 
below extracts from a series of articles the Maulana 
wrote in our Lahore Urdu periodical Paigham Sulh, 
replying to various allegations made against one of 
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our books by a highly experienced and prominent 
Christian missionary of the Indian subcontinent, 
whose name was also Abdul Haq. 

The Christian critic objected that a statement by 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in a book referring to 
"72 emissaries of Jesus" was incorrect since the 
number given in the Gospels is 70. He claimed that 
no Ahmadi could show the figure 72 anywhere. 
Extracts from the Maulana's reply, in Paigham Su/h

of 26 August and 2 September 1964, now follow. 

, In reply, we admit that in Luke 1 0: 1 seventy 
followers are indeed mentioned. But learned 

people know that in Divine scriptures the numbers 
seventy and seventy-two stand for a large number. 
In English this is known as "round figures", and 
these merely mean a large number. This was not 
such a serious matter that you should have accused 
a respectable Imam of a community of exaggeration 
and fabrication. However, God intended that you 
should be utterly vanquished in your combat with 
His champion (i.e. Hazrat Mirza), and therefore He 
caused you to issue the challenge that the number 
of these followers was 70 and not 72. 
, The mention of 72 instead of 70 from the pen 

of the Promised Messiah is a miracle. Hazrat 
Mirza did not know Greek, nor was he well-versed 
in English. In the Urdu and English translations of 
the Gospels, designated as authentic, the number of 
these preachers is given as 70. And in the Greek 
text published by the Church of England, their 
number is also Ebdom or seventy, but in the margin
it is noted that in some Greek manuscripts the 
number is Ebdom duo, or seventy-two.

, It was God, the Knower of the unseen, Who 
caused the Imam of the time to write these 

words, because he was taught by the Holy Spirit. 
The Christian missionary Abdul Haq did not know 
it despite studying and teaching the Gospels all his 
life, and this humble writer (Maulana) Abdul Haq 
would never have known it if he had not consulted 
�at Greek text to reply to the missionary's objec
tion about the number 72. My faith in the Promised 
Messiah has increased. Certainly it was God Who 
caused Hazrat Mirza to write these words, and 
today we can even show this self-styled Christian 
"conqueror of Qadian" the word seventy-two, not in 
the margin, but in the main text itself. 
, The top-most Christian clergyman of the Indo

Pakistan subcontinent accuses Hazrat Mirza of 
fabrication. Normally one would expect that a 
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Christian missionary who has been studying and 
teaching the Gospels for over half a century, taking 
part in religious debates, and is the head of their 
theological college, is bound to be knowledgeable, 
indeed extremely learned, in the Gospels. On the 
other hand there is Hazrat Mirza, who had defini
tely studied the Gospels, but he did not have the 
opportunity or the resources available to the Chris
tian missionary for this study. It is certainly not an 
ordinary thing that such a prominent Christian 
theologian challenges the Imam of the age about a 
reference in the Gospels. 
, The challenge of the reverend, made after 

Hazrat Mirza's death, is to every Ahmadi, not 
only those of the present time but the millions to 
come till the end of the world, that they shall not be 
able to meet his demand. As against this bold 
challenge, there is the promise of Allah to the Imam 
of the time as follows: La nabqa la-ka min al
mukhziyat dhikra, meaning, "We shall not leave 
behind thee anything which can humiliate thee", so 
that anyone trying to disgrace him will face dis
grace himself. 
, It is perfectly true that in the Gospels published 

till the time of the Imam of the age, in Urdu, 
Persian, Arabic and English, which were called the 
�uthorised Versions, the number of disciples is 
given as 70 and not 72. However, when this Chris
tian missionary issued what he firmly believed was 
an unassailable challenge, and accused Hazrat Mirza 
of fabrication, then God, the Defender of the 
honour of His own Imam, manifested a miracle. A 
humble servant of the Imam set out to look through 
the Greek texts of the Gospels, and discovered the 
reference to 72 in the marginal notes of the Greek 
�dition of this same authorised version, saying that 
m some manuscripts the number is given as 72. But 
after_ this, � received a Greek edition of the Gospels
pubhshed m the U.S.A., in which not in the margin 
but in the main text the number of these followers 
is stated to be 72. 
, This is a miracle of the Imam of the age. I 

received this edition only two weeks ago, 
exactly at the time of need when I had to reply to 
this allegation. Although the Imam of the age did 
not know languages such as Greek and Sanskrit, but 
the Imam of the age is after all the Imam of the 
age. He is the Imam appointed by God, and it is not 
possible for the theologians of the world, be they 
eastern or western, to find faults with him. , 
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G. E. Lessing's view of a New Islam 

18th Century German thinker's approval of Hazrat Mirza's work 

by Dr. Peter Wilmer

Department of German studies, University of British Columbia, Canada 

(Editor's Note: This article, received recently for 
'The Light', is by coincidence timely for inclusion in 
this issue which commemorates the life of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. The author has recently 
translated into German Maulana Muhammad Ali's 
'English Translation and Commentary of the Holy 
Quran ', to be published shortly.) 

History of the false image of Islam in the West. 

Over the centuries, a great many different images 
have been associated with the word I slam in the 
West. Throughout the Middle Ages and up to the 
seventeenth century, the idea of ravaging Muslim 
hordes predominated in the imagination of Euro
peans; in medieval epics such as the German 
Rolandslied, the followers of Islam were viewed as 
heathens and put in the same category as the Huns 
- savage conquerors that only sought to destroy
Western civilization and subjugate French, Italians
and Germans alike under a tyrannical rule. Tales of
horror depicting the slaughter of innocent women
and children were widespread. As the West felt less
threatened by the advance of Islam, its view of the
Muslim world changed as well; the tales of atrocity
were replaced by the romantic images of the
Arabian Nights. The peoples of Islamic lands
became more or less second-class citizens in the
eyes of an imperialistic Europe. Today, the medi
eval myths have been replaced with the larger-than
life figures of Ayatolla Khomeini, Saddam Hussein
and of Middle East terrorists.

Lessing's comparative study of monotheistic 
faiths. 

Such views are unmistakably subjective and hardly 
touch the surface of Islam; thus, the true nature of 
the religion remained hidden for many centuries 
until a certain Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, appeared in 
what is now Pakistan a century and a half ago. I 
wish to comment on the achievements of this 
remarkable man in a somewhat extraordinary 
fashion, by referring to the ideas of the leading 
figure of the German Enlightenment, G. E. Lessing 
(d. 1781). Lessing held remarkably tolerant views 

on monotheistic religions other than Christianity 
and often criticized the Lutheran Orthodoxy for its 
intolerance. However, his idea of Islam also suff
ered from the many misconceptions that prevailed 
in his time, eighteenth century Europe, something 
that is best illustrated in his Defence of Cardanus. 
Cardanus was a medieval monk who undertook an 
extensive comparison of the three major religions, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and was repri
manded for doing so. In his defence, Lessing 
severely criticizes this reprimand, since a Christian 
would have nothing to lose from such a compari
son, whereas a Muslim or Jew could gain "an 
infinite amount" from it, i.e. they might be 
prompted to exchange their faith for "a better one". 

The question one must ask oneself is: "what 
deficiency did Mr. Lessing see in Islam?" A study 
of his other works on religion would indicate that 
he perceived the following imperfections: 

1. It was spread with the sword; people were
forced to accept it.

2. Limited tolerance towards other religions.

3. Too little emphasis on love of neighbour.

4. Too many temporal doctrines (e.g. punish-
ment of adultery, descriptions of paradise).

To many enlightened Europeans at that time, this 
was indeed the state of affairs in Islam; a distorted 
view of the religion continued to prevail. 

Hazrat Mirza presents true Islam. 

It was only through Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
that the Western world, and to some extent the 
Muslim world as well, obtained a true picture of 
Islam. Had he lived another hundred years, 
Mr. Lessing would have seen that the true Islam 
permits the sword only for the purposes of self
defence; he would also have learned that Islam 
teaches that there is no compulsion in religion. 
Mr. Lessing would have found that the Prophet 
Muhammad openly practised charity towards all 
people, and that he encouraged his followers to do 
the same, and that the severe types of punishment, 
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as in the case of adultery, are not enjoined by the 
Holy Quran at all. Finally, Mr. Lessing would have 
realized that the Holy Quran is much more meta
physical and metaphoric than many Muslims them
selves realize, and he would have been especially 
happy to perceive that a true jihad is to be waged 
with the Holy Quran rather than the sword. 

Restoring Divine teachings of religion. 

To fully understand G. E. Lessing's response to 
such a "new" Islam, we must first gain some insight 
into his view of perfection within religion. His 
many battles with the Lutheran orthodoxy of the 
time strongly indicate that the ideal religion empha
sizes only those teachings which are truly of divine 
origin; Lessing, who believed in a merciful God, 
could not possibly accept that the stoning of adul

teresses was of divine origin, and thus could never 
be considered an integral part of any "positive" 
religion. He would thus have seen Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad's work as one of liberation: freeing 
the Islamic religion from the bondage of teachings 
that were of human origin - admirable work 
indeed. 

Islam's teaching on love and forgiveness stressed. 

Central to Lessing's interpretation of perfection 

within religion is the teaching of brotherly love, 
which is tied directly to the belief in a merciful, 
loving God. To him, the measure of religious 
excellence is precisely the degree of emphasis love 
of neighbour receives, and upon reading Maulana 
Muhammad Ali's annotated translation of the Holy 

Quran, which I have had the pleasure of translating 
into German, he would have been pleased with the 
emphasis on alms-giving, the liberation of slaves, 
forgiveness of transgressions as an alternative to 
vengeance, as well as on tolerance, which Lessing 
considers one of the highest forms of love of 
neighbour. Mr. Lessing's opinion of the work of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad would certainly be 
similar to that of many critics today: he too would 
consider him to be a much-needed reformer, an 
individual who wishes to dispel the many fallacies 
that surround Islam, and who seeks to present the 
truth of the religion, not only to those uninitiated, 
but also to his own brethren. 

Hazrat Mirza not an ordinary reformer. 

But we need not limit Mr. Lessing's praise of 
Hazrat Mirza's achievement to the praise due to any 
reformer. If we consider the former's view of the 
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actual function of religion in any given society, in 
the world as a whole, we shall see that Hazrat 
Mirza's accomplishments exceed those of any 
"ordinary" reformer. According to G. E. Lessing, it 
is the task of religion to bridge the gaps that exist 
between individuals, between groups, between 
nations, so as to lay the foundation towards peace 
and harmony for all of mankind. In his great drama, 
Nathan the Wise, he envisions such a harmony. The 
main characters of the work are representatives of 
the three, as he refers to them, "positive" religions, 
oflslam, Judaism, and Christianity, who overcome 
all inbred prejudices against one another to form a 
genuinely human family in the true sense of the 
word. Through his work of reforming Islam, of 
uncovering and abolishing false teachings, and 
through a true jihad fought with words rather than 
weapons of war, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad has 
been able to bring the real teachings of Islam to the 
Western world, to dispel a great many of the myths 
that have distorted communication between the 
Islamic world and Europe and America. Failure to 
understand the truth about Islam had led directly to 
intolerance, to a predominantly negative attitude 
towards anything associated with it. It has caused 
many Christians to forsake the love of neighbour 
which is such an integral part of their own faith. 
Thus, in addition to revealing undistorted Muslim 
teachings to the world, Hazrat Mirza has paved the 
way towards peace between Orient and Occident. 
Needless to say, our friend G. E. Lessing would 
have smiled, had he known of Hazrat Mirza, and he 
would have been pleased to note that many follo
wers of the man of Qadian, notably Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, have carried on this great work. 

-, 

Hazrat Mirza's contribution to sunival of faith. 

In conclusion, the importance of creating a better 
understanding between Muslims and Christians 
would have more far-reaching consequences than 
the establishment of a permanent peace between 
these two great religions; the clarification of the 
teachings of Islam would enable more people to 
accept that faith as their own personal faith; how
ever, what is vastly more significant is presenting 
a united front against the forces of evil that are 
threatening the world today. These manifest them
selves in the form of materialism, corruption of 
moral values, selfishness, lack of respect for human 
life, and many others. In past centuries, vast 
amounts of energy had been expended by Christians 
and Muslims in combatting one another; in our 
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present day and age, the same amounts of energy 
must be expended in opposing the forces that 
threaten the existence of any believing people, for 
we are under attack this very moment. Thus, while 
heartily agreeing with all of Mr. Lessing's praise of 

* * * 
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Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, I wish to add that 
perhaps this gentleman has contributed vastly in the 
battle for the survival of all faiths that celebrate the 
existence of the one true God; that indeed is a great 
accomplishment. 

* * 

A noble soul in quest of his Creator 

Life, work and qualities of the late Mr. Nasir Ahmad Faruqui 

by Razia Faruqui 

(Editor's Note: The author is sister of Mr. Nasir 
Ahmad Faruqui, the great stalwart of the Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman lsha'at Islam Lahore, and its Vice-Presi
dent, who died last December.) 

My venerable father, Hazrat Dr. Basharat Ahmad 
(d. 1943), was a well-known scholar of the Holy 
Quran and a devout disciple of the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement. When he entered into the 
bai'at of the Founder, he became a changed person 
altogether. He would offer his daily and tahajjud 
prayers with utmost devotion and submission. When 
my mother was expecting a second child, my father 
fervently prayed for a safe and sound birth. One 
day, while he was engaged in his supplications to 
the Almighty Allah, he heard a voice, saying: "This 
soul has come into the world to seek his Creator". 

Though this good news brought solace to the 
perturbed heart of my father, yet what he did not 
know or could not know at that time was that this 
yearning soul in the distant future was to attain 
eminence in the field of seeking knowledge of the 
Quran and spreading the word of Allah, not only to 
people around him but to nations living in the 
remote corners of the world too. My brother Nasir 
Ahmad related to me this good news received about 
his birth when I went to enquire about his health in 
Lahore. He advised me not to disclose it to anyone 
till he left this world. He also said, in his usual 
humorous way: "When you write my obituary after 
my death, you may mention it". I could not enjoy 
this humour. My immediate reaction was: "My dear 
brother, may Allah grant you long life and grant us 
your guardianship for long; I do not wish I should 
have to write such a note about you". 

But, alas, it was destined otherwise. He departed 

before me, and the unfortunate and sad moment has 
arrived which I never wished to see. An extremely 
grieved and bereaved sister is writing these few 
lines as homage to a brother who was an embodi
ment of righteousness, piety, affection and kind
ness. lnnii li-lliihi wa innii ilai-hi riiji'un - we 
belong to Allah, and to Him do we return. 

Early life. 

Brother Nasir Ahmad led a pious life dedicated to 
the noble cause of the study and preaching of the 
Quran. He pursued this task with missionary zeal 
and spent all his time, energy and wealth to achieve 
this noble objective. While a child, he mostly spent 
his time in studies, listening to religious lectures 
and performing the daily prayers regularly. In the 
evenings, when other children would play around, 
he preferred to accompany his father to the mosque 
and attended the dars-i Quran (lessons in the 
meanings of the Quran) after the maghrib prayers. 
Being only three or four years of age, he would 
recline against his father's knees and listen to the 
dars. In this way, love for, and knowledge of, the 
Quran was impressed upon the tender mind of the 
child. By the time he was a teenager, he would 
attend and understand the dars of his father, and 
stay in the mosque quite late, offering his 'ishd 
prayers in congregation. 

At home, the atmosphere was equally literary 
and religious. Table talk usually centred around 
some aspect of religion or the Quran. As there was 
no radio, television or cinema, after the 'ishii 
prayers family members would either read a book 
or periodical, or go to sleep to rise early next 
morning. As our father was in government service, 
he was transferred from place to place after every 
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two or three years. So up to matriculation, brother 
Nasir Ahmad studied in different schools in differ
ent places. But when the time came for him to go to 
college, he joined the Government College in 
Lahore and stayed there till graduation. 

Shows true Islamic qualities in civil service. 

My father wished that after his graduation he 
should go to England for higher studies and become 
a professor in some higher education institution. 
But when he stood first in the B.A. in the whole of 
Punjab, friends of my father suggested that he 
should appear for the Indian Civil Service exami
nation. He was successful, and this proved the 
starting point of his bright career. He rose to the 
highest positions in the Civil Service of Pakistan, 
retiring as Chief Election Commissioner. Through
out these high and lucrative positions, he did not 
deviate an inch from the path of honesty and 
integrity. There were ample opportunities for him to 
grab wealth and property and to favour his relatives 
and friends [and these are fully exploited by most 
officials - Editor], but he preferred their dis
pleasure rather than misusing his office or influence 
in any way. While deciding cases and passing 
administrative orders he did not care for any pres
sure or intimidation, and dealt with each case on its 
merit. In fact, he distinguished himself as an out
standing, honest and diligent officer whom neither 
favour nor fear could entice. 

He was married to a noble lady, Salima Khan, 
daughter of Mr. Agha Safdar Khan, a well-known 
person of Sialkot. She proved an excellent compa
nion and took a keen interest in all his ambitions 
and aspirations with faith and conviction. She not 
only encouraged him in his noble pursuit of acquir
ing knowledge of the Quran but contributed her 
own share as well in donations for the translation 
and distribution of the Quran. In fact, she was a 
true colleague for her husband's noble cause. She 
has lived a life-style depicting sobriety, piety and 
decorum of a true Muslim lady. Brother Nasir 
Ahmad and his wife were an ideal couple, fostering 
mutual love, sincerity and affection. We all enjoyed 
staying with them. 

The late Sayyid Asad-ullah Shah, a distinguished 
and saintly elder of the Jama'at, often visited our 
parents. He also received several divine inspirations 
before brother Nasir Ahmad was born. One of these 
was: "A general of Promised Messiah's army". My 
brother's righteous and dedicated life for the cause 
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of the Ahmadiyya Movement stands witness to the 
truth of this inspiration. Throughout his service, and 
after his retirement, he took keen interest in the 
affairs of the Anjuman, paid one-tenth of his 
income regularly as his monthly contribution, and 
responded spontaneously to all appeals made during 
the annual December gathering and on other occa
sions. Besides these known donations, he would 
quietly help members of the Jama'at, his friends 
and relations as well. 

Early service in Bombay. 

After joining the Indian Civil Service, his first 
appointment was as assistant commissioner in the 
Bombay Presidency. Inspite of his official duties 
and engagements, he never missed the annual 
December gathering at Lahore. But away from 
Lahore he missed his father very much, especially 
his dars-i Quran. After his retirement [in about 
1930], my father Dr. Basha.rat Ahmad undertook the 
laborious work of writing the commentary of Parts 
27 and 30 of the Holy Quran and the 3-volumed 
biography of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Move
ment. He also made regular contributions to the 
paper Paigham Sulh and delivered dars-i Quran at 
the Ahmadiyya Buildings, Lahore. This continuous 
hard work told upon his health. Brother Nasir 
wanted to have his father with him in Bombay so 
that he could acquire deeper knowledge of the 
Quran, and also to look after him. Finally, he asked 
him to come over to Bombay, and my father agreed, 
despite his ill-health. 

With the arrival of my father in Bombay, the 
study of the Quran was resumed. At times, brother 
Nasir would call on him two or three times a day to 
discuss and fully understand some difficult point he 
came across during his study. He even took his 
father along with him on official tours so that he 
might not miss a single day without studying the 
Quran. Unfortunately, my father's stay in Bombay 
did not last long, and he breathed his last while 
there in April 1943 - Innii li-lliihi wa innii ilai-hi 
riiji 'an - and his body was brought back to Lahore 
for burial. 

After retirement. 

As a worthy son of a worthy father, brother Nasir 
fulfilled his father's wishes and gave dars-i Quran 
throughout his life. He also gave Friday khutbas 
regularly. After retiring from government service, 
he settled in Lahore and continued giving dars-i 
Quran, first at the Ahmadiyya mosque in Muslim 
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Town, and then at the Darus Salaam mosque, New 
Garden Town, the headquarters of the Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman Lahore. He got both his dars and his 
khutbas recorded on tape, and these were, by great 
demand, sent to members of the Jama' at and his 
relations in Pakistan and abroad. He wanted to 
publish all his dars-i Quran in book form, but was 
able to publish only one volume consisting of 
lessons on the 2nd Chapter, Al-Baqara.

Translations of the Quran. 
He also revived our Movement's long-standing 
ambitious plan to produce translations of the Quran 
(based on Maulana Muhammad Ali's English 
translation and commentary) in all the major lan
guages of the world. This project was then pursued 
by our members in u.s.A. and Canada. He also 
made regular appeals for funds for this project. 

The first translation to come in this line was in 
Spanish. To ensure correctness of the translation, 
brother Nasir invited the translator to Pakistan, and 
worked with him for a couple of months, checking 
it word by word. The Spanish translation was then 
published, with the help and hard work of the late 
General Abdullah Saeed. It was followed by the 
French translation, and others are in the process of 
publication or completion. 

Throughout his life, brother Nasir worked very 
hard to study the Quran and follow it in his daily 
life. May Allah grant him an abode of bliss and 
everlasting peace in the hereafter! Amfn.

* * * * * 

A glowing star of the Ahmadiyya 
galaxy has set 

by Nasir Ahmad, former editor The Light

An illustrious civil servant, prolific writer, scholar 
of the Quran, life-member and Vice-President of the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam Lahore, with a 
life dedicated to the cause of Islam, Mr. Nasir 
Ahmad Faruqui breathed his last late in the evening 
of 5 December 1991. A clean-shaven, open-hearted, 
clean-minded and straight-forward officer of the 
prestigious Indian Civil Service, the love of the 
Quran was ingrained in him as a mission which he 
fulfilled to his last breath. 

Mr. Faruqui rose to the highest positions in the 
civil service - Chief Secretary in the government 
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of West Pakistan, Cabinet Secretary, Principal 
Secretary to President Ayub Khan, retiring as Chief 
Election Commissioner of Pakistan. But these 
official preoccupations did not make him oblivious, 
for a moment, to his prime objective, namely, study 
and service of the Quran. Dars-i Quran has been a 
distinguishing trait of Ahmadis and some of our 
elders kept up this tradition during their lives. 
Mr. Faruqui was invariably one of them. Others 
include our present head, Hazrat Dr. Saeed Ahmad 
Khan, the late Dr. Allah Bakhsh and the late Mau
lana Aftab-ud-Din Ahmad. For them, dars-i Quran
was a nutriment for their souls. 

Mr. Faruqui had a brilliant career in the civil 
service and, after his retirement, could easily have 
taken a post in some national body or at the United 
Nations, but he preferred to devote the rest of his 
life to the service of the Quran. He regularly 
delivered dars-i Quran and Friday khutbas, even 
when it became difficult for him to walk in the last 
five years of his life. Even in this condition, he was 
mentally very alert, and his handwriting and speech 
were fluent and steady. During the last few weeks 
when everyone was worried for his deteriorating 
health, he was concerned mainly about the forth
coming annual December gathering, and was busy 
preparing notes for the dars-i Quran and the speech 
he very much wanted to deliver. He intimated to the 
organisers that he would definitely deliver a speech, 
but was doubtful about the dars after the morning 
prayers due to his health. He assured that if his 
health permitted, he would also like to hold the 
dars, which he had been delivering regularly during 
the three days of the gathering for the last three 
decades. 

His zeal and devotion for the dissemination of 
the knowledge of the Quran increased day by day. 
In his retired life, he vigorously piloted the Anju
man' s project of translating the Quran into the 
important languages of the world. He was so parti
cular about the correctness of the translations that 
when the Spanish translator had completed his 
work, he invited him to Pakistan. He would sit with 
the translator for hours from dawn to dusk during 
the sultry summer months to check the translation. 
First he would explain to the translator intrinsic and 
cognitive meanings of important words, construc
tions and phrases of the Quran. Then he would ask 
the translator to explain to him the meaning of the 
Spanish word in English, and after evaluating 
similar other words and their meanings, he would 
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select the nearest equivalent in Spanish. 
In case of other translations, namely, French, 

German and Russian, he could not personally sit 
with the translators, but he took great pains in 
explaining to them various difficult points which 
the translators were faced with. Whenever a query 
came, Mr. Faruqui replied to it promptly. If it could 
be explained over the phone he never hesitated to 
do so; otherwise he would answer it in detail. 
Mr. Faruqui's intuiti9n, thorough knowledge of the 
Quran, and his prompt guidance enabled the trans
lators to complete their works in the shortest poss
ible period. That is how we have been able to 
complete these four translations in a record period. 

Besides guiding the translators, he vigorously 
launched fund-raising campaigns to which people 
from the Jama' ats all over the world responded 
spontaneously and generously. The Quran trans
lation project envisages not only translation of the 
Quran, but also of other important works on Islam, 
as well as the Ahmadiyya Movement, into key lan
guages of the world. In short, Mr. Faruqui put his 
heart and soul into the project, was the moving 

* * * 
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spirit behind it, and laid down solid foundations for 
its smooth running. We are sure that in years to 
come we shall see the fruition of his devotion and 
deep commitment for the spread of the Quran for 
which he toiled till his last breath. Truly he fulfilled 
the dying wish of the late Maulana Muhammad Ali 
who, when too ill to speak loudly, could hardly 
whisper into Mr. Faruqui's ear: "Our task is to 
carry the Quran to the world, then it will do its own 
work". 

Mr. Faruqui is no more with us, but his zeal and 
devotion for the Quran will inspire us to go ahead 
with the ambition of delivering the message of the 
Quran to the farthest comers of the world. 

(In the article above, we have omitted some details 
which had already been covered in the previous 
article by Begum Razia Faruqui. - 'The Light') 

Those who sent messages of sympathy at the 
passing away of Mr. Faruqui included: 
Mr. Gbulam lsbaq Khan, President of Pakistan, 
and Mr. Waseem Sajjad, chairman of the Senate of 
Pakistan. 

* * 

Introduction to Islam 

Serialisation of basic questions about Islam 

by the Editor

Prophets and Messengers of God 

30. What is a 'prophet' or 'messenger' of God?

A prophet (nabi) or messenger (rasul) of God is a 
human being to whom God gives His guidance and 
whom He charges with the task of conveying that 
guidance to the people, so that they may do good 
and avoid evil. 

31. In which countries of the world did Prophets
arise?

According to Islam, God sent prophets to all nations 
on earth, at various stages of their histories. 

32. In which of these Prophets of God do Muslims
have to believe?

Muslims have to believe in all the prophets and 
messengers of God, equally, without distinction, 

wherever they may have appeared. 

33. Please name some of these Prophets.

Many prophets are mentioned by name in the Holy 
Quran; for example, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, 
and Jesus from the Biblical prophets, and also 
non-Biblical prophets some of whose names are 
Luqman, Hiid, and Dhul-Kifl. And, last of all, there 
is the great, international Prophet Muhammad, may 
peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him. 

34. Did any Prophets appear other than those
mentioned in the Holy Quran?

Certainly. The Quran itself tells us that it has 
mentioned only some of the prophets. Since 
prophets appeared in every part of the world, and 
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there were many in each nation, to make a full list 
of names is impossible. Muslims have to believe in 
and respect all the prophets, whether named in the 
Holy Quran or not. 

35. It is well-known that Muslims believe in the
Israelite Prophets, including Jesus. How do they
regard the great figures of other religions, such as
Krishna, Buddha, and Confucius?

It is quite obvious from the teachings of the Holy
Quran that, as God sent Prophets to every nation,
and quite a large number of them appeared all over
the world, the ancient founders of these other
religions too must have been Prophets and messen
gers of God. In fact, wherever there are people
following a sacred scripture older than the Quran,
their religious founders mentioned in those Books
must be accepted by Muslims as true prophets of
God. It has been suggested that Buddha is men
tioned in the Holy Quran by the name Dhul-Kifl
(meaning man of Kifl, where Kifl is the Arabic form
of the name of his birth-place Kapilvestu).

36. But religions such as Christianity and Hinduism
revere their great religious figures as 'gods' or
incarnations of God. What does Islam say?

According to Islam, all these righteous persons
were mortal, human prophets of God, like the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, having the same needs that
every human being has. They all eventually died, as
everyone must. There are several reasons why they
have come to be revered by their followers as
•gods'. One is that their words were misunderstood
by the later generations, who mistook their figura
tive expressions in a literal sense. Another is that
the details of their lives were not preserved accu
rately. and therefore a great many myths have
developed around them, and their works have been
much exaggerated.

37. Why were the Prophets humans, and not 'gods
on earth'?

Because they were sent to guide other human
beings, not only by preaching, but also by personal
example. So they had to be completely human to
show other people how to live. According to Islam,
each Prophet was himself the first and foremost
follower of the guidance God revealed through him
for people to follow. This is why every prophet is
called a 'Muslim' in the Holy Quran, being not
only a teacher but also a follower of God's guid
ance. As for the Holy Prophet Muhammad, not only
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does Islam teach that he was a human being, but a 
study of his life shows that he regarded himself as 
a humble mortal, and mixed with people as just one 
of them. 

38. What did the Prophets teach?

They all gave the same basic teaching: that man
should worship God, and God alone, and do good
to his fellow-beings. Of course, the details of the
teachings differed according to the nation and the
time in which a Prophet appeared. In the Holy
Quran, the teachings of every Prophet are called
Islam, and each Prophet and his true followers are
labelled Muslims. This refers to the fact that the
fundamental teachings given by all of them were
the same - submission to God and peace with
fellow human beings.

39. Since Muslims believe in all the Prophets
equally, what is the special position of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad?

All Prophets were equally from God, and equally
true, but the scope of their missions varied. The
Divine messengers before the Holy Prophet
Muhammad were each given teachings limited to
their respective nations, because in those times a
nation did not have much to do with other nations.
Furthermore, the teachings of each Prophet applied
for a limited period of time only, after which God
would raise another Prophet to revise some of the
teachings for the new circumstances. But at last the
time came to unite all the nations upon a single
religion so that mankind may live in peace as one
nation. For this purpose was sent the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, to whom God gave teachings for the
whole world for all time to come.

40. Can you give any arguments to support this
belief?

Yes. Firstly, while followers of previous religions
believe that God's revelation and guidance was
given only to some particular nation or land, Islam
teaches that guidance from God had come to every
nation and it requires Muslims to believe in all the
previous national Prophets. So the Holy Prophet
Muhammad is the one who confirmed and estab
lished the truth of the Prophets of all the various
nations, and laid the basis for peace between them.
He is thus the International Prophet. Secondly, it is
a recognised fact that, while the original teachings
of previous Prophets are largely lost, the sources of
Islam (the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet's life)
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are available to us fully, accurately and exactly. 
This shows Islam to be the religion for all time. 

41. Could there be any Prophet or Messenger of
God after the Holy Prophet Muhammad?
No, after the Holy Prophet Muhammad there cannot
come any Prophet or Messenger from God. The
reasons are clear from what has been stated above.
The teachings God gave to the Holy Prophet are
meant for all nations, for all times, so that the
entire world be united in one, perfect brotherhood.
Those teachings are preserved perfectly. So there is

simply no need for a Prophet after the Holy Prophet
Muhammad.

42. Does this mean that no human being can now
reach the stage of a close contact with God, and be
spoken to by God?
No, it does not mean this. It simply means that no
further new religious teachings, scripture, or
prophet of any kind will come into the world. There
will still be people, after the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, who, by following the teachings of
Islam, shall have such close contact with God that
He will speak to them, comfort them and disclose
to them events of the future, through words of
inspiration, and true dreams and visions. In Islamic
history there have been countless examples of such
righteous individuals who reached this high stage
by following the teachings of Islam perfectly. A
person such as this is known as a wali or saint.

* * * * * 

Diary 

1. Muslim response to Christian challenge.

Various Church of England leaders have designated
the present decade as the "decade of evangelism",
and in this connection one of them has announced
that "the call to win Islam to Christ is on the
agenda".

Referring to this, the Muslim periodical The 
Message (January-February 1992, p. 20) reports 
that British Muslims have launched a "decade of 
Islamic Revivalism" in order to quell Muslim 
anxiety about the Christian campaign of proselytisa
tion. Dr. Zaki Badawi, Principal of the Muslim 
College, London, has initiated this Muslim 
response, one reason for it being "to allay Muslim 
fears about possible conversion attempts by Christians". 
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It may be noted that the Ahmadiyya Movement 
has for several decades not only been combating 
Christian missionary efforts among Muslims all 
over the world, but also spreading Islam in Chris
tian lands such as Britain. To do so successfully, 
there is not only the obvious requirement of having 
extensive knowledge of Islam, and indeed of Chris
tianity, but it must be the right kind of knowledge 
enabling one to dispel the common misconceptions 
about Islam, particularly those wrong notions held 
by Muslim themselves which are exploited by 
Christian evangelists. 

There is, for example, the common charge that 
while Christianity is the religion of love, gentleness 
and meekness, Islam is founded on coercion and 
intolerance. But our Muslim co-religionists them
selves reinforce such allegations by holding erron
eous beliefs such as the death penalty for apostasy. 
Then there are the popular misconceptions about the 
life and works of Jesus as found in Islamic sources, 
due to which he seems to be above and beyond the 
laws which apply to all other human beings and all 
other prophets. Are the Muslim religious leaders 
prepared to correct these ideas, many of which they 
know to be false, but cannot rectify for fear of 
being associated with the Ahmadiyya Movement? 

2. The ''last" Prophet.

We have before us the book Jesus in India, which 
is an English translation of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad's Masin Hindustan Main, produced by the 
Qadiani/Rabwah organisation in May 1962. On page 
78, a footnote from chapter 4, section 1 of the 
book, is translated as follows: 

In the Torah there was a promise to the Jews, 
that if they believed in the "last" prophet 
they would be given, after passing through 
much suffering, kingship and rulership. That 
promise was fulfilled by the ten tribes of 
Israel adopting Islam. 

Why, we ask, have quotation marks been placed 
around the word last? The original Urdu just says 
Akharf nabf which plainly means last prophet. This 
statement is such a clear affirmation by Hazrat 
Mirza that the Holy Prophet Muhammad is the last 
Prophet that the Qadianis have had to misrepresent 
the original in this absurd manner. What meaning 
do they actually wish to convey by saying "last" 
prophet instead of last prophet? Perhaps they would 
care to explain. 
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