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TRANSLA TOR'S NOTE 

Sirr-ul-Khilafah (The Secret of Caliphate) is the 
most enlightening philosophical contribution of 
Hazrat Mirza Sahib (peace be upon him) to the deli
cate question of the Caliphate. He has in his unique 
style exposed the hollowness of the controversies 
that have raged round false notions:about the Chosen 
Companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless
ings of Allah be upon him) . 

As this mos-t valuable booklet was written in Ara
bic, the orbit of its usefulness was restricted. When 
I assumed the editorial charge of The Light in 1966, 
I persuaded my brother-in-faith Ch. Abdul Hamid 
Fazil to translate it in Urdu to enable me to render 
it into English. He kindly complied with my re
quest and gave me his U rdu translation. I rendered 
it into English and published the same in fourteen 
instalments in The Light. This marked the comple
tion of my plan, because I thought it presumptuous 
on my part to take my English rendering as Ht 
enough for publication in the form of a booklet. 
Thus the matter remained where it had ended. 

Only recently some friends sincerely interested 
in the dissemination of Hazrat Mirza Sahib's writ
ings in English insisted on my publishing the English 
translation in the form of a booklet to widen the 
scope of its circulation. I hesitated a good deal. But 
when the pressure persisted, I made bold to consult 
Dr. Allah Bakhsh Sahib, Honorary General Secre-



(ii) 

tary, Ahmadiyyah Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam, Lahore. 
He readily agreed to the proposal and kindly got 
it sanctioned. . 

Thanks to the sincere endeavours of Mr. Nasir 
Ahmad, the booklet has been) ,printed and will 
soon be in the hands of the readers. To err is human. 
It is bound to have flaws which the kind readers 
are requested to intimate to enable me to rectify the 
same in the next edition. 

It is truly observed that translation is:the wrong 
side of an embroidered cloth. It gives the design, 
but not the beauty. In this particular case, it is a 
fact that even the design may look blurred. But an 
earnest attempt has been m�de to  convey the 
sense of the splendid writing based on knowledge 
vouchsafed by God to the Great Mujaddid of the 
14th Century. It is next to impossible to capture 
the resplendent beauty of the original writing in  an 
alien language. It is more so when the translator's 
own knowledge of English is not commensurate 
with the needs of the great venture. 
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Mirza Muhammad Hussain 
Editor-The Light 
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Realize this. May God endow you with deep 
thought and insight. God has vouchsafed to me 
deep insight into the (Islamic) Khiliifat. Like gifted 
people, I have reached the depth of the matter. My 
Sustainer has unravelled to me the secret that Hazrat 
Abu Bakr Siddiq ue, Hazrat U mar Farooq-The Great 
and Hazrat Usman (God be pleased with them) 
were the paragons of faith and righteousness. They be
longed to a class of people who enjoy preference in 
the eyes of God. The Benevolent God had appointed 
them as the recipients of His favours. Many saintly 
people gifted with the realization of God, have borne 
witness to their spiritual greatness. They left their 
hearth and home to seek the pleasure of God. They 
took part in every battle . They paid no heed to 
the scorching heat nor did they heed the cold nights. 
But like a devoted youngman, they adopted a way of 
living ordained by their Faith. They did not incline 
towards a near relative, nor did any attractive thing 
entice them. They abandoned all for· the sake of 
God. Their righteous actions and noble deeds bear 
no trace of doubt. Every act of theirs points to the gar
den of their spiritual excellence and merits. The fra
grance of their personalities gives a clue to this secret 
and to their mental joy. Their radiant personalities 
shed and spread light on and around us. Thus you 
should try to know their holy persons and not indulge 
in indecent haste in doubting them. Do not lean on 
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false concoctions as they are charged, wi th venom 
and are mere overdrawn pictures . They are incre
dible accounts. Thus on� should fear God and spurn 
such visible falsehoods. One should not behave like a 
person who jumps to conclusions and cherishes them 
and turns a blind eye to the Day of Reckoning. One 
should not quit the 'path of piety and perseverance. 
Unl�ss one has ful l  knowledge of truth, one should 
not indulge in guesses and surmises. One should not 
join the ranks of the transgressors. . 

Do not lose sight of the fact that the Reckoning 
is in the offing. The Real Lord of all creations is 
watching you. Soon His measures for assessment and 
appraisal will begin to operate. As you have sown 
so shall you reap. Thus you should not be cruel to 
yourselves. You should join the ranks of the God
fearing people. I will not deal wi th the events, be
cause 'they are like a bottomless ocean. Only such 
people as are gifted with insight can bring out the 
precious pearls out of it. It is the habit of the peo
ple to denounce the historical research of an
other person. Only a 'very few noble souls benefit by 
it. I shall convey to you' such things as have been 
vouchsafed to me by God. r hope they will enable 
you to grasp realities and will help you to get at the 
secrets. It has been revealed to me that these Compa
nions were among the righteous people. He who caus
ed them distress, tried to distress God and thus over
rea�hed himself. He who cast aspersions on them 
and talked of them disparagingly and did not refrain 
from taunts and strictures, but ascribed to them at
rocities and accused them of cruel and hostile! beha-
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vi our, did not do them any harm. He only harm
ed himself. He did rtot fight with them but battled 
against God . the Companions were immaculatb 
and above blame. Yob should not venture to 
tread those paths "'hich lead tot-ack and ruin. Every 
one who indulges. in cursing theln; should abst�in 
from aggr'ession. Be should keep before his rliind's 
eye the Day of Reckoning. He should be afraid of 
the hour of trial which will overtake the sinners. 

By God, I tell you that God has trl<:tde the Shaikhain 
(��) the First Two Caliphs and the Third One who is 
known as Zwin Noorain (u�)..,;JIJ�) as the gates ofIslam 
and the gallant warriors of the Army of the Hbly 
Prophet (peace and blessihgs of Allah be upon him). 
Thus he who does not believe in their glorious roles, 
and looks down upon the radiant arguments in sup
port of thdr greatness, and cloes not honour their 
status, and insuits arid denigrates them and shoots 
an abusive tongue at thein, must, I am afraid, await 
a tragic end for himsdf. He lives in danger of des
troying his own faith. Those who caused them torture 
and showered curse,s on them, became ultimately 
hard-hearted and fell prey to divine wrath. I have 
seen this happening many times. I have declared 
several times that it is a sure way of depriving one
self of divine blessing, to harbour malice against the 
spiritual progeny of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) . He who harbours 
ill-will against these pious souls, shuts upon himself 
the gates of God's mercy and forgiveness. The doors 
of knowledge and God- realization are slammed 
against him. God leaves him wallowing in the cess� 
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pool of carnal passions. God casts him away and 
makes him reprehensible. Indeed they (the Pious 
Caliphs) were tortured in the same way as the Pro
phets were tortured in their own times. Invectives 
were hurled at  them as they were hurled at the 
A postles of God. Thus, what crystallises is that they 
are the true heirs of the Apostles of God. Thus, as a 
reward for their sufferings, they shall be like the 
Imams of the nations on the Day of Resurrection. It is 
because when a true believer is cursed and is recklessly 
denounced as Kiifir for no fault of his own and is sub
jected to abuse, he takes on the likeness of the pro
phets and joins the ranks of the Elects of God. He is 
rewarded as the prophets are rewarded. He receives 
compensation as the prophets do. There is no deny
ing the fact that in their allegiance to the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God be upon him) they 
behaved in a grand manner. This'is why the Mus
lim Nation is called the Excellent Ummah. I t is also 
designated the "Exalted Nation" (ll:a..J Lt) and is prais
ed by God. God has helped them (the Pious Caliphs) 
with the Holy Spirit as He always helps His Chosen 
Servants. The signs of their piety and truthfulness 
are writ large on the horizon. Their purity is daz
zling. I t  is beyond the shadow of a doubt that they 
were among the truthful. God was pleased with them 
and their lives were attuned to the will of God. They 
were vouchsafed such honours as are granted to very 
few in the world. 

Were they hypocrites? No, not at all. Their at
one-ness with God's will was indubitably clear. They 
were pure of heart and mind. They were immaculate. 
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Even i f  one screens their lives, one cannot spot any 
sin or failing in them. 'J hus indeed they were among 
the Chosen of God. The Holy Quran is full of praises 
for them and gives them the glad tidings of the 
Paradise below which flow canals. They were 'those 
on the right-hand' (�,,:JI y\:oa.,..I) and were the spiritual  
pioneers. They wert� among the pious and righteous 
people. The Holy Q;lran showers peace and bles
sings on them and bears witness that they are the 
recipients of the divine favours. 

There is no denying the fact that they were 
the people who turned their back on their pre
Islamic fraternal ties and identified themselves with 
Islam. They courted the hostility of their nation 
for the sake of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of God be upon him). They landed 
themselves in hazards purely to do the will of God. 
The Holy Quran bears an incontestable testimony 
to the fact that they abandoned every thing and gave 
precedence to the will of God. They cherished the 
deepest reverence for the Holy Book. They bowed 
before God. Thus, where on earth is any proof, 
that they lived in defiance of the Holy Quran. 
Doubt cannot rank equal with certainty . 0 you! who 
harbour doubts against the First Three Pious Caliphs! 
Will you go on cherishing your impious notions? 
By God! They were the people who entered the val
leys of death and stood firm to help the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God be upon him). I t is in 
the callse of Allah alone that they gave up their parents 
and progeny. They even put them to the sword in the 
Holy Wars. They were at daggers drawn with their 
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dear friends and made away with them. They surren
dered their life, limb and property for Islam. Ih spite 
of these tremendous sacrifices they felt that even 
their righteous deeds were of no account. In the 
presence of God they were shy as if they had 
been of no account. Their· eyes knew no sleep. 
Their eyes dosed only for a while and that 
also to fulfil the bodily obligation. They gave a wide 
berth to luxury ahd flesh-pots. In the face of these 
stark facts, how does it lie in your mouth to accuse 
them of conniving at injustice and oppression, and 
of inability to dispense j ustice. How on earth is it 
thinkable that they perpetrated atrocities ! It is an 
established truth that they gave up the world of 
mundane enjoyment and completely s':lrrendered 
themselves to God. As a matter of tact, they 
lived a life of self-abnegation. They annihilated 
themselves in the love of God . ThusJ 0 you enemies 
of the Three Pious Caliphs ! how dare you abuse 
them ! This is a reckless behaviour which is devoid 
of an iota of modesty. Thus fear God and acquire 
softness and imbibe the spirit of accommodation. 
You shall be hauled over coals for false accusations 
in which you indulge in the teeth of true knowledge 
and cogent reasons. Do not be carried away by my 
hard and bitter reasoning. Keep your eyes on the facts 
that I have presented to you. Assess them yourselves, 
because you have taken to following those who har
bour ill-will and rancour. You have abandoned the 
Holy Book which confers conviction and reveals truth. 
When one abandons truth, one inevitably falls into 
the lap of misguidance. How is it possible to attri-
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bute to the Companions things which are detri
mental to piety and purity. The Holy Quran bears 
�itness to the fact that God identified truth with 
them and immunised them against unbelief and 
transgressi on. 

The Holy Quran has not branded the dispu
tants and those engaged in mutual al tercations as 
Kiifirs. E�ch party is designated Muslim. It ordains 
that if two factions of the True BeFevers fall out and 
quarr�l with each other, they should be reconciled. .. 

If any group rebels ag-ainst the other, the agg
ressor should be given a fight, until the insurrec
tion is laid low. If they agree to desist from aggression, 
warring factions should be made to come to terms 
�ccording to the ruks of justice and fair-play. Do 
justice, because God loves those who do justice. 

Indeed the True Believers are brethren-in
Islam. Thus it is incumbent upon a Muslim to bring 
al;>out reconciliation among the estranged brethren. 
Fear God, so that He may' show ,His mercy. 0 you 
who believe in Islam, see that no section should ridi
cule another section. It is quite likely that the one ridi
culed may be better than the one which. has indulged 
in ridicu le. On the same analogy, no woman should 
ridicule another woman �ho, in reality, may be more 
honourable. Do :qot scandalize each other, nor should 
anyone indulge i"n name-calling, because it is a rank 
transgression after accepting Islam. He who does not 
desist, is a transgressor. 0 you True Believers ! abstain 
from suspecting others, because suspicion sometime 
leads to sin . Do not spy on others nor indulge in back
biting. Is there any one among you, who would eat the 
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flesh of his dead brother ? You should hate this act. 
Fear God, because God accepts genuine repentance 
as He is Merciful. 

1 hus what God has pronounced, applies to the 
truthful. Sometime one proclaims a verdict of kufr 
against True Believers because of some disputes, 
whereas God has called them True Believers even 
when they were warring with one another and 
has regarded them as brethren among themselves . 
Even when one group is at war against the other, 
neither of them is kiifir in the ey�s of God. 
God is not pleased with those who call one other 
bad names, fling accusations at one another, do 
not fraternalize, ridicule and backbite and suspect 
one another and consequently spy. on the brethren. 
He who indulges in these vices after accepting Islam, 
earns the appellation of transgressor. Such evil-doers 
incur the wrath of God in the same way as the 
enemies of Islam incur divine displeasure. God's dis
pleasure descends on those who abuse the True 
Believers, because the Holy Quran calls even the warr
ing believers as "a party from among the True Be
l ievers" (�� .. �I�G�.,,;). The rebel is branded aggressor. 
Those who oppose him become the victims of 
oppression. But none of them is dubbed apostate. 

This guiding hint is enough for you if you are 
of the class of the God-fearing people. It is incum
bent upon you not to behave in a manner which 
incurs divine wrath implied in the Quranic ver
ses. You should not court ruin by indulging in over
haste. You should avoid the company of the trans
gressors. God has praised the True Believers at an-
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other place in these words: 
I��I J l&! J-.I I�!) J �JA;JI :t...!) � ... )IJ 

(And made them c leave to the principle of 
righteousness and they were better entitled to it) . 
(48 : 27) 

He (God) enabled them to stand firm in their 
piety and they were truly worthy of the divine 
support. 

How does it lie in your mouth to brand a section 
kiifir, when it has been proclaimed pious by God. 
God Almighty has said of the Companions of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be upon 
him) : 

tJl .... .. ... l-J JlA'JI J� .. 1..l.Z1 �,.... IY-lllJ ..:ill J-""J � 

(��uhammad is the Messenger of Al lah.  And those 
who are with him are hard against the disbelievers, 
tender among themselves.) (48 : 30) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God 
be upon him) and his Companions stand fast against 
the unbelievers. But among themselves they behave 
kind-heartedly. You find them in a prayerful  mood
in a state of ruku' (bent on their knees) and prostration. 
They strive for the grace and mercy of God. Their 
prostrations are writ l arge on their faces . There is a 
parable to this effect in the Torah and the Gos
pel . It is like a farm where a green shoot sprouts 
from under the ground. It grows strong and st.)ut. 
Then it stands upright and delights the hearts of the 
farmers. I t grows in strength and fil ls  the hearts of the 
unbelievers with rage. It is evident that God denounc
ed as kiifir every one who harboured enmity against 
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them (the Pious Caliphs) and behaved rancorously 
against them. Thus fear God and behave virtuously. 
He who flies into a fury against the Companions of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be 
upon him) is kafir in the eyes of God. Ponder over 
the Quranic verses relating to them and other verses 
also, so that God may enable you to become the 
rightly-guided people. 

The Shias hold that Hazrat Abu Bakr and 
Hazrat U mar (God be pleased with them) per
petrated injustice against Hazrat Ali (God be pleas
ed with him) and Hazrat Fatimah al-Zahra and 
usurped their rights and behaved in an unfair man
ner and resorted to the ways of the aggressors. How 
cruel this charge is ! These people left their hearth 
and home. They abandoned their close friends and 
gave up their possessions. They underwent all these 
sacrifices purely for God and for His Apostle (God's 
peace be upon him) . They persevered in the face of 
trials and tribulations like the Chosen People of God. 
When they became Caliphs they did n9,t fill their houses 
with gold and silver. Whenever they came by some, 
they passed i(on to the Bai t al-l\1al (Public Treasury). 
They did not make their sons their Caliphs, as 
people enslaved to filthy lucre and sunk in misgui
dance, always do. They lived in a state of self- im
posed poverty and extreme simplicity. They never felt 
inclined to luxuries as the rich men and aristocrats 
do. Is it thinkable that these people usurped other 
people's property and were inc1ined to snatch 
and seize the possessions of others ? Is this the spiri

Jtualising impact of the Holiest of the Holy-The Pro-
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phet of Islam (peace and blessings of God be upon 
him) on their conduct and character? The Almighty 
God has praised them. Thus they could never be as 
their traducers depict them. The Omnipotent God 
purified their minds and hearts and illumined their 
actions. God elevated them to the status of splendid 
specimens of righteousness for the coming pious peo
ple. I have not the slightest apprehension nor the 
vaguest misgiving about the piety and purity of their 
intentions. There is absolutely nothing to point to 
any the slightest failing on their part. By God ! They 
were the justice-loving group. If they had been offered 
even a mountain of wealth with the slightest trace of 
corruption in it, they would not have paid any heed 
to it. They would never lean towards it as the slaves 
of greed and avarice do. If they had come by a 
huge pile of riches or vast lands of gold or if they had 
earned wealth in a pious manner, they would unhesita
tingly have spent it in the way of the Almighty God 
or would have dedicated it to the promotion of spiri
tual welfare of mankind. In the light of these radiant 
realities, how on earth, is it thinkable that they offend
edHazrat Fatimah al-Zahra for 'a few trees only' (i.e. 
Bagh-i-Fadak) or caused distress to the daughter 
of the Holy Prophet as the mischievous people think. 
Bear in mind that the nobleminded people are pure in 
their intentions. The yadhere to the right firmly. The 
blessings of God descend on them as God has full 
knowledge of the God-fearing people. 

If such deeds as they did, with the best of in�en
tions, are assessed as acts of persecution, then even the 
"Lion of God" (i.e. Hazrat Ali) cannot wash his hands 
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of the supposed and imaginary excesses . He shall 
also come to be regarded as one of those who had a 
hand in them. He evinced a liking for the daughter 
of Abii J ahl and caused mental distress to Hazrat 
Fatimah al-Zahra. 

One should not give credence to the exaggerated 
notions and should not pick up crumbs from the 
tables of those who took a perverted view of reason 
and rationality and deviated from the path of righ
teousness. Such people saw truth, but stuck to un
truth. Indeed I shall guide you on the path which shall 
rid you of doubts and misapprehensions. Thus it 
is incumbent on you (critics) to behave judiciously 
and not lean on perverted versions. I hope you will 
adhere to truth. I do not mind if some people blame 
me. No one can get right guidance unless God wills 
it. No one can get the blessing of conter!tment unless 
God is pleased to vouchsafe it. Surely God knows 
what passes in my heart a nd in yours. God is watch
ing where I proceed and how you behave. He sees 
what passes in the hearts of the people of the world. 

Every one gifted with insight and capacity for 
judicious scrutiny knows and the God-feari ng per
sons always know that the claim of Hazrat Ali 
to Khilafat is not substantiated by such things 
as are established and unquestioned truths. There 
is no reference to it in the Holy Book. Al though 
his Khilafat may be suffused with light and 
radiance, yet the arguments advanced by the 
Shia writers are not grounded in factual data. 
Thus there i� hardly any reason for raising a con
tention on this point. A critic should not tal(;e re-
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course to the technique of the misguided sophists. 
By God! I have pondered over the meaning of the Holy 
Quran. I have cast searchlights in every nook and 
corner, but I have not come across anything as de
cisive as the Quranic verse relating to the continuous 
chain of the Pious Caliphate (24 : 55 ";)\;,,:�I .::..,!T). 1 
regard this verse as one of the momentous verses. I 
believe it to be a Clear Ordinance. I take it as the most 
convincing and decisive argument from the Lord of 
the Universe. He who wants to draw right conclu
sions, can do so by assessing the position judiciously. 
He should take it that a good-tempered person will 
go in for a pure water (of knowledge). God will duly 
recognise his honest strivings and perpetuate the 
memory of his good behaviour. God will save him 
from misguidance and will enable him to stick to 
right guidance. 

Indeed the Quranic commandments are correct 
and flna1. What we come across in this connexion in 
the sayings and chronicles are invalid. They deepen 
the doubts, even though the events may have been 
narrated by reporters of status and standing. Do not 
be led away by their outward adornment. Do not 
look merely at their apparently refreshing appea
rance. Most of these narrations carry a taint of dark
ness, as they were not uninfluenced by the unjust. 

The authenticity of the traditions is such as is 
known to all. When a point has been stated in clear 
terms in the Holy Book, there is hardly any room 
for taking refuge in a tradition which runs contrary 
to the Holy Book. \Vhen truth is all too evident, 
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how can you afford to run away from it. Aban
donment of truth signifies misguidance. Thus 0 ye 
Muslims ! Save yourselves from misguidance. If you 
lean on sheer narratives, it will not give you certain
ty. It will only accentuate your suspicions. Concoc
tions and fabrications give birth to doubt and un
certainties. Thus he who turns his back on the Holy 
Quran and takes shelter in hearsays, l ands himself 
into the abyss of ruin and joins the ranks of the 
ruined people. The traditions vis-a-vis the Holy 
Quran are like an old man given to hearsays who 
staggers and cannot stand up firmly except by l ean
ing on the Holy Quran. Thus it is vain to think that 
one can abandon the Holy Quran with impunity 
and can take a stable stand on the tradi
tions. How can one derive light and guidance from 
the traditions after giving a go-by to the Holy Quran. 
Thus it is the Holy Quran which gives shelter to the 
she1terless and redeems a man from his fai lings and 
vouchsafes protection by its sound arguments. It 
proves every thing it says, by clear and incontrover
tible reasoning. Every thing it says is correct and 
doubtless and ,carries solace to the hearts. It  is most 
valid in its assertions. There is depth and vastness in 
what it says at length or in what it refers to in a few 
words. He �ho deviates from it and turns to its anti
thesis, deliberately transcends the bounds of faith 
and integrity. Pointed arrows make a sieve of 
his body, that is to say, he is banished from the 
realm of religion. He who holds the Quranic injunc
tions in light esteem or lowers them in the estima
tion of others and runs after reports which have no 
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sound standing, consigns himself to nnmitigated 
misguidance. Soon he will find himself engulfed in 
the flames of frustration. God shall demonstrate to 
him his clear error. The sum and substance of this 
contention is that security lies in following the Holy 
Quran. Ruin and destruction come in the wake of its 
repudiation. Thus there can ba no greater calamity 
than that one should stray away from the Book of 
God in spite of his two 'seeing' eyes. Thus always keep 
in mind the grandeur of the divine fort. This mag
nificent shelter is worth all our grateful appreciation. 
o ye forgetful folk ! Give up your devious ways and 
become sincere seekers of truth. 

Now I advance the Quranic verses and magni
ficent arguments in support ofHazrat Abll Bakr-The 
Truthful. I will prove my point to the hilt. I t  amounts 
to inviting perdition to follow false researches. He 
who pursues uncertainties, will land himself in hot 
water. Controversies can be served quietus by convinc
ing arguments. Thus take my word and do not fight 
shy of me. I pray to God that He may vouchsafe you 
a clear pene trating vision. God says in His Holy 
Book: 
W" ,f)"j, J �:...il.>c::....:l ..;.. .. I ..... JI I"l..� J � 'j-!.4T �1J1 .IiI1 Js.J 

El �; IJ" 1J�1JI �, 
"Allah has promised to those among you who be. 

lieve and do good works that He will surely make 
them successors from among those who were before 
them; and that He will surely establish for them 
their religion which He has chosen for them; and that 
He will surely give them in exchange security and 
peace after their fear. They will worship Me, and 
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they will not associate anything with Me. Then 
whoso is ungrateful after that, they will be the rebel
lious. And observe prayer and give zakat and 
obey the Messenger, that you may be shown mercy. 

"Think not that those who disbelieve can frust
rate Our plan in the earth; their abode is Hell; and 
it is indeed an evil resort" l24 : 56-58). 

This is the glad tidings given to the True Believers. 
'1 herein we have been apprised of the signs and qua
lities of the Pious Caliphs to come. Thus he who 
goes in search of the elucidation of the Word of God, 
should not adopt the ways of the transgressors and 
fabricators, especially when the truth has dawned 
upon hirr; 

It is incumbent  on a seeker after truth that he 
should accept a sound argument and give up wrong 
contentions and unwarranted reasoning. Thus alone 
he will follow in the footsteps of the righteous peo
ple. Its full import will be brought home to you 
by convincing arguments. Thus 0 people of 
understanding! take it that Ood has held out 
a promise in the Quranic verse (24 : 56-58) 
that He will soon raise a Caliph for the 
1Vluslim men and women. By His grace, the Caliph 
will redeem them from a state of fear which has 
overtaken them. It is the Caliphate of Hazrat Abu 
Bakr only, which fully answers this de3cription. His 
Caliphate synchronised with a period of crises and 
calamities. This is known to every research scholar. 
On the death of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless
ings of God be upon him) , Islam and Mussalmans 
both faced trials and tribulations. Majority of the 
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hypocrites turned apostates. The apostates became 
very aggressive. Many of them became impostors 
and claimed to be "prophets." Many village people 
were taken in  by their imposture and they became their 
accomplices. So much so that Musailma - the Im
postor was able to rally round him one lakh of igno
rant and wicked people. Mischief burst into flames. 
Hardships increased. Calamities and distresses sur
rounded the Muslim nation. The True Believers were 
shaken by an earthquake of the crises. At times every 
True Believer faced a severe test. Dangerous condi
tions cropped up and put the Believers at their wit's 
end. It appeared that the True Believers were burn
ing in the embers which had burst into flames inside 
their hearts. I t appeared as if they were under a 
slaughtering knife. Sometimes they mourned over the 
departure of their BellJved Prophet who was the nob
lest of the human beings. Some time they shed tears 
under the distressing stress of the mischiefs which 
had grown into a holocaust. All traces of peace 
were wiped out. The mischief-mongers appeared 
to have got an upper-hand. Just as a foul-smell
ing plant spreads its foul odour everywhere, the 
mischief waxed and spread its infection. The Mus
lims were stricken with fear and harassment. It was 
in this hour of mounting problems that Hazrat Abm. 
Bakr was elected Ruler, and Successor of the Holy 
Prophet (God's peace be upon him).  He was also 
overwhelmed by fear and sorrow. When he saw the 
symptoms of distress spread by the hypocrites, he 
siled tears profusely. While he wept he also prayed 
to liod to save Islam and Muslims from the rising 
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crescendo of crises. Hazrat Aeyshah (God bp. pleased 
with her) says that when her father was elected 
Caliph and God entrusted to him the, duties of 
the Emirate of the True Believers, he saw a 
storm of opposition all round him. False prophets, 
apostates and hypocrites came out into the open to 
sabotage his Caliphate. The crises and calamities that 
erupted were so disastrous that they werp. enough to 
smash mountains into smithreens, if they had descen
ded on them. But God fortified him with the forti
tude of the proph�ts, and divine help came to his rescue. 
The false prophe ts were kil led . The apostates were 
also destroyed and the mischiefs dwindled and. dis
appeared . All obstacles crumbled into dust. It became 
evident that God had decided to strengthen and 
stabilise Khilafat and salvaged the Muslim com
munity from the impend ing ruin. The state of fear 
changed into a state of peace and tranquill ity. God 
put their Faith on a firm footing and fortified the 
hearts of the rrue Believers. The mischief-makers 
ate the hum ble pie. God fulfilled His promise to the 
True Bel ievers a nd assisted His servant - SiddifJ.ue 
Akbar (God be pleased wi th him) and destroyed the 
rebel leaders and high-priests of opposition. He in
fused fear in the hearts of the unbelievers and they 
took to their heels in utter descomfiture. When they 
returned they went in ashes and sack cloth. Such 
was the promise of the Almighty God, He alone is 
the Most Truthful. 

It is evident how God created favourable cir
cumstances and thus kept His promise of providing a 
firm foundation for Hazrat Abu Bakr's Khilafat. It 
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is a'matter for consideration that the Muslim com
munity was in a state of turmoil when Hazrat Abu 
Bakr became Caliph. Islam wall in the thick of 
crises. It looked like a burnt-out thing. God made 
Islam supreme and salvaged it from the slough of 
despond. The falSe claimant to prophethood met 
with an ignominious end. The apostates were cut 
down like beasts. Thus God showered the blessings 
of peace on the Muslims. He redeemed them from the 
stricken state in which they lay like almost dead peo
ple. As the calamity was averted by God's grace, the 
Muslims were full of extreme joy. They congratulat
ed Hazrat Abu Bakr, and they raised cries of hosanna. 
They were brimming over with intense and immense 
joy. They prayed to God for him. They left no stone 
unturned in their reverence for him. The love of Haz
rat Abu Bakr took deep roots, in their hearts. They 
followed him and regarded their allegiance as a matter 
of bliss. They looked upon him as one who enjoyed 
divine help in a manner almost identical with that 
of the prophets. All this stemmed from Hazrat Abu 
Bakr's love of truth and his- profound belieLin God. 

By God, Hazrat Abu Bakr was the Second 
Adam of Islam* and the First Manifestation of the 
radiance that emanated from the most Exalted of Hu· 
man Beings. Although, he was not prophet himself, yet 
he had been endowed with the potentialities of pro-

Translator's Note: 
* The sense of Hazrat Abu Bakr's being the Second Adam of Islam, is 

that he animated it by his superb spiritual strategy and crushed the 
enemies who threatened Islam after the Holy Prophet peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). 
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phets. The glowing testimony to the truth of this 
statement lies in the fact that in his time Islam 
regained its glory. This triumph was restored 
after bearing up with the slings and arrows of 
adverse circumstances. The spring-time returned 
and the boughs and flowers regained their original 
freshness. Immediately before this, Islam lay half
dead under the blows of crises and calamities. It ap
peared to be burnt-out by the flames. But God came 
to its rescue and saved it from the trials and tribula
tions. God in His wondrous ways brought salvation 
to the crisis-stricken Islam and showered His help 
and assistance: so much so that Islam attained 
hegemony over other countries and became the rul
ing force over other peoples, after it had undergone 
almost complete disinte�ration and had nearly been 
Jeyelled down with the earth. God inflicted disgrace 
on the hypocrites and illumined the faces of the 
True Believers. Every Muslim's mind was filled with 
the praise of God. The Muslim Community was 
overwhelmed with a sincere sense of gratitude for 
Hazrat Abu Bakr who, by the grace of God, had 
brought about a marvet10us transformation. With 
the exception of the apostates and transgressors, 
every one came to him and offered his whole-hearted 
a11egiance. All this was the highest reward which 
God confers on him whom He has chosen and puri
fied and with whom He is pleased and has taken 
him under His shelter. God does not let His reward 
to the True Believers go waste. 

In short, the relevant Quranic verses quoted 
earlier point to Hazrat Abu Bakr's Khilafat and 
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to no one else. Ponder over the point as deep
ly as you can. Fear God and fear His wrath. 
Think deeply over the matter. In all certainty 
the verses had a reference to the fu tu re to buoy 
up the hearts of the True Believers and strengthen 
their faith in the time of crisis. This was to enable 
them to repose glowing faith in the promises of God. 
In the Q uranic verses quoted previously there was a 
pointer to the times after the death of the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God be upon him) when 
mischiefs would erupt and troubles would descend on 
Islam. God held out His promise that he would 
elevate one of them to the rank of Khalifah. He 
would extricate Islam from the grip of mischief and 
restore peace and tranquillity. He made the waver
ing Faith stable and put an end to the mischief
mongers. In the circumstances, there is hardly any 
ground for doubt that all this applies to the Khilafat 
of Hazrat Abu Bakr only and to none else. Thus there 
is no reason for denial, because the argument in his 
favour is indubitably clear. When Hazrat Abu Bakr 
came to the helm of affairs, he found the wall of 
Islam shaky and tendin� to faH, because the sabo
teurs had tried to undermine it. Thus God, by His 
Own hands, stabilised it and made it an impregnable 
fort garrisoned by an army of votaries. Thus 0 
Doubter, exercise your intellect and intelligence. Do 
you find any loophole anyw here? Can you point 
to any one to whom the Quranic verse applies? 

I know that some Shia gentlemen pick a bone 
with Ahl-i-Sunnat about Hazrat Abu Bakr's Cali
phate. The dispute has been raging for a long time. 
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It some time degenerated into a clash and an ex
change of vituperations. At one time, the quarrel 
came up before the courts . I wonder at the attitude 
of the Shia people. Their short-sightedness amazes 
me. Their extremely superstitious behaviour distres
ses me. They have adopted a critical attitude in the 
face of indubitably clear and decisive proofs. They 
just turn a blind eye to all this. Unlike fair-minded 
people, they refuse to pay heed to incontrovertible 
facts. I cal l  their attention to an argument which 
wil l act as an eye-openrr. This l ine of argument does 
not discriminate against either party. Let us all as
semble in an open place. We should all go down, in 
all humility, before the Almighty and utter curses 
against liars. 

If my prayer i n  this prayer-duel proves of no 
avail, I offer to accept every punishment. I shall 
further declare that the other party was in the right 
and sha 11 give five thousand rupees. If I fail in this, 
may the curse descend on me till the Day of Resur
rection. If the other party approves, I shall in ad
vance deposit the stipulated sum in the Government 
Treasury or entrust it to some notable personage. I 
must make it clear that my challenge is not for aU 
and sundry. I am not addressing a l ay man. I am 
addressing such a person as undertakes to write a 
pamphlet in reply to mine. I have adopted this pro
cedure because prayer-duel and contest are justifi
able only in the case of a ri-tan of understanding and 
discernment and those who are duly qualified for such 
a contest. The ignorant folk with no knowledge of 
Arabic cannot come forward and demand the offer 
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of a prize for a success in a contest. Those who are 
clumsy like camels cannot claim to have a seat in an 
cultured assembly. Thus the man whom I challenge 
must have some qualifications for an intellectual de
bate. Thus a person who cannot write as I do, cannot 
enter the lists against me. By the grace of God 
I have reached the core of the matter, and I would 
like to face a person who like me claims to display a 
miracle in discussion. I cannot relish the idea of go
ing about challenging lay men. This is below my 
dignity. It is distasteful to me to descend to the level 
of a common man. Thus I shall not enter into dis
cussion with an ignorant person. I shall refrain from 
parleying with the uneducated. 

I have been vouchsafed knowledge that the Sid
dique-' The Great was a person of superior stature and 
eminence among the Companions. As such he was 
the immediate First Caliph and it is to him that the 
Quranic verse relating to caliphate (succession) re
lates. If those who think otherwise and say that the 
Quranic verse relates to some one else, they should 
bring some convincing argument in support of their 
view, if they are right. If they fail to bring any such 
argument and never shall they bring it, it behoves 
them not to become enemies of the righteous people. 
They should part company with the mischievous 
persons. It does not become a True Believer to fol
low the quarrelsome people. How on earth do they 
utter curses against a person who was the elect of 
God and who was firmly placed on the caliphal seat 
by God Himself. 

I shall show signs to counter the abusive propa-
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ganda of the enemies of Hazrat Abu Bakr. I shall 
expose the fraud of the fraudulent critics. Hazrat 
Abu Bakr (God be pleased with him) saved Islam 
from great calamities and terrible atrocities. He laid 
low the pythons that breathed fire. He restored 
peace and tranquillity and by the grace of God, he 
inflicted crushing defeat on the mischief-makers. 

Hazrat Abu Bakr had countless qualities. Al 
the Muslims owe him a debt of gratitude. No one 
can deny this except the extremists. Just as God en
abled him to establish peace and extinguish the fire 
kindled by apostates, He also enabled him to 
become the first champion and the first devotee 
of the Holy Quran. He was the first to make the 
Holy Book available. Thus he strove to the best of his 
capacity in collecting the verses of the Holy Quran. 
He had been endowed with the knowledge of the 
proper arrangement by the Beloved Prophet of God. 
In the service and support of Islam he opened the 
gushing fountains. More than that he shed tears. 
This is now an established fact. But prejudice under
mines the reason of the rational thinkers. If a critic 
wants to g�t at the core of truth, he should rise 

above his prejudices and think over the matter with 

a clean mind. He should quit the path of misgui
dance, because justice is a key to blessings. It is love 
of justice which extricates one's mind from gloom 
and darkness. Indeed genuine knowledge and proper 
discernment rank as high as the throne of the Al
mighty. Knowledge coupled with the love of justice 
is an important stage in the spiritual evolution. He 
who is fond of solving difficulties and getting at the 
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core of truth, should act righteously and should also 
scrupulously abstain from the fanaticism of the unjust. 

Of the special pieties and qualities, there is one 
deserving of attention. It is his selection as his Com
panion by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
God be upon him) at the time of migration. He was 
made the closest fellow-traveller of the Best of human 
beings. His companionship in this crisis shows that he 
was closely identified with the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of God be upon him) . The secret underlying 
all this was in the knowledge of God. Siddique
The Great was the bravest and the most pious of all the 
Companions and was thus loved by the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of God be upon him) more 
than all other Companions. He had effaced himself 
in the love of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of God be uF.::m him). From the very beginning he 
used to serve and assist the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of God be upon him) . God also enabled 
Hazrat Abu Bakr-The Truthful to assist the Holy Pro
phet in the crisis. This is why he was specially named 
Siddique. He enjoyed the nearness of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of God be upon him) . He was 
vouchsafed the designation of "the second of the two" 
(9:40) by God. Thus he was counted among the 
Chosen People. 

He had vast and varied experience. He was a 
man of deep insight. He had passed through trying 
circumstances and had faced great trials. He knew 
how to tackle calamities. He had experience of high 
and low. He had experience of dangerous grounds. He 
had straightened great tangles. By his vast store of 
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experience, he had become a veteran with a rich 
mind. He went through fire and water patiently 
and resigned himself to the will of God Who chose 
him as the special Companion of the Holy Prophet. 

He (Hazrat Abu Bakr) had a vast experience. 
He belonged to a class of people who are used to deep 
pondering over matters. He had bp.en through great 
hardships. He had seen great expeditions. He had 
been through the rough and tumble of life. He had 
laid low many mischiefs. All these had enriched and 
enlarged his store of experience and knowledge. He 
persevered in the face of trying situations. He was 
content with his endeavours to earn the divine plea
sure. It was for these varied qualities that God chose 
him for very close association with the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of God be upon him) . As 
he was referred to in certain Quranic verses, God 
praised his truthfulness and steadfastness. It was 
a significant pointer to the fact that he was Num
ber One among the Companions of the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God he upon him). No
bility was deeply embedded in his temperament. The 
quality of fidelity was the hall-mark of his character. 
This explains why the Holy Prophet (peace and bless
ings of God be upon him) opened his mind to him in 
the critical moments of danger and crisis. God is Wise. 
He moves an important matter at the appropriate 
time. He engineers the flow of water from its source. 
It was in accordance with the Supreme Divine Wis
dom that His choice fell upon the son of Abi Qaha.
fah (Hazrat Abu Bakr) . Thus Hazrat Abu Bakr won 
distinct and unique recognition. He was a man of rare 
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calibre. God said of him that he was most truthful : 
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"If you help him not, then know that Allah 

helped him even whe:l the disbeli evers drove him 
forth while he was one of the two when they were 
both in the cave, when he said to his Companion, 
'Grieve not, for Allah is with us. '  Then Allah sent 
down His peace on him and strengthened him with 
the hosts which you did not see, and humbled the 
word of those who disbelieved, and it is the word of 
Allah alone which is supreme. And Allah is  Mighty 
and Wise" (9 : 40) . 

Now this verse is indubitably clear. The cri tics 
of Abu Bakr should ponder over it with wisdom and 
i magination. They should not deliberately evade it. 
They should, in all sincerity, try to g rasp the signi
ficance of what God has said of him. 

The critics should not invite hazards on accoun t 
of their rancorous attitude towards the E lect of  
God, His pious servants and those who are the be
loved of the Omnipotent God. Indeed the pious
minded men adopt the way of virtue and keep away 
from the dangerous spots. They seek the ways 
and means which may win them refuge with God . 
Those who act otherwise should hold their tongues 
and refrain from abusing and back-biting. Abstain 
from eating the flesh of a brother. Revolve in your 
mind the above-quoted verse. Does it ring with the 
praise of S idd ique-The Great or does it hold him up 
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as a target of reproach ? I ask the critic : "Can you 
point to any of the Companions whom God has 
praised in such high terms ? Do you have any know
ledge of any one who was designated "One of the two" 
and who was mentioned with such hono
rific word as Sahib (close Companion) and was made 
a participant in the benevolence of God, enshrined in  
the expression "Indeed God i s  with us"? Is  there any 
other Companion who has been mentioned in the Holy 
Quran in glowing terms?" Indeed God fortified his 
(Hazrat Abu Bakr's) personal life against all doubts 
and suspicions. By clear ordinance and not by vague 
and dubious words, God established the fact that 
Abu Bakr was the elect of God. By God, I assert 
that no one except Abu Bakr (God be pleased with 
him) has received such special mention from God 
the Lord of Ka'bah, in the Holy Quran. If the skeptic 
entertains doubts about what I say or suspects that I 
have deviated from truth and have turned to some
thing contrary to it, then the onus lies on him to 
prod uce an instance and tell me in clear terms of 
another person so pointedly mentioned in the Holy 
Quran. He should do so, if he is righteous. 

By God I say that Siddique - The Great - is a 
person who has been specially chosen to be granted 
the spiritual Robe of Honour. God Himself is wit
ness to the fact that he was of the Chosen People. He 
was praised for keeping close company with the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of G :)d be upon 
him) . In a way, God has hinted that Abu Bakr was 
a noble soul who could not bear the ordeal of sepa
ration from th� Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
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of God be upon him) . But he could afford to bear 
separation from his dearest and nearest. He preferred 
his Divine Master to everything in life. He came 
running to him and bent his steps towards death, of 
his own free will and volition. When the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God be upon him) ask
ed him to accompany, he stood up in ecstatic self
surrender. When the Meccans conspired to compel 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be 
upon him) to quit Mecca, the beloved of the Al
mighty God came to Abu Bakr and told him that 
he had received an order from on High to migrate 
from Mecca and he should accompany him and that 
they should bid farewell to the place. S idd ique-The 
Great glorified God that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of God be upon him) had selected him 
as his Companion in the crisis. It used to be his heart's 
wish to find an opportunity to help the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God be upon him) . He 
always looked forward to such a contingency. At 
last, the time came and he stood by his Divine 
Master. He bore all troubles and privations.  He 
was never afraid of the murderous designs ef the 
assassins. Thus his superiority and excellence is a 
fact established by clear ordinances. There are irre
sistable reasons to the effect that he enjoyed a l -igh 
status. His truthfulness is clear as the day- light. He 
opted for the blessings in the Hereafter and \\ as 
completely reconciled with this preference. He spurn
ed the fleeting pleasures of this world . No one aft·�r 
him can be a patch on him in the sublime qualities 
which iIlumined his person. 
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A critic may raise an objection and contend 
that if Hazrat Abu B:tkr (God be pleased with him) 
had a great merit, why his greatness appeared only 
on the death of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless
ings of Allah be upon him) . The critic should bear 
in mind that God knew that Hazrat Abu Bakr 
(God be pleased with him) accepted the Holy Pro
phet's message, when no one else in the Arab com
munity had accepted it. He accepted Islam when the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be up
on him) was all alone and a great mischief was ram
pant. After accepting Islam, Hazrat Abu Bakr (God 
be pleased with him) faced great troubles and humi
liations at the hands of his own people, who abused 
and maligned him. He was put to great torture and 
was forced to leave his home as the Holy Prophet 
himself had to migrate. The erstwhile friends turned 
against him and heaped vilifications upon him. He 
sacrificed his property and jeopardised his life in 
his crusade against the enemies of Islam. He had led 
life of ease and comfort before Islam. But he gave 
up all in the way of God. He began to live the life 
of privation. From a wealthy person, he became 
poor and indigent. In view of the trials and tribu
lations he suffered by casting in his lot with Islam, 
God intended to reward him for his numerous suffc!f
ings and to compensate him for the years of victi
mization. God intended to give him something better 
than what he h ad willingly lost in the way of God, 
because God does not let the sacrifices of the righte
ous people go to waste. Thus God conferred Khila
fat on him and exalted him in the eyes of the world 
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and elevated his remembrance. By His blessings and 
grace, God made him the Commander of the 
Faithful. 

One must not forget that all the Companions 
and the Holy Prophe t - the Pride of Humanity, 
worked in complete harmony like the limbs of a 
living body. Some of them were like eyes, some like 
ears, some like hands and still some others like feet. 
Thus the Companions of Allah's Apostle (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did all they could 
in the service of Islam in conformity with their 
capabilities. In all that they d id, they sought the 
pleasure of Allah - the Creator of the Universe and 
the Sustainer of the worlds. He who says that the 
Three Great Companions were Kafirs, hypocrites 
and usurpers, thus tars all others also with the same 
brush, because each one of them swore allegiance to 
Hazrat Abu Bakr, then to Hazrat Umar and then to 
Hazrat Usman. They all joined the Holy Wars in 
pursuance of the divine command. They preached 
Islam and conquered the territories of the unbelie
vers. Thus in my view there is none more devoid of 
sense than a person who maintains that all the �lus
salmans became apostates. Such a person impliedly 
believes that all the divine promises made in the 
Holy Quran were false. Holy is our God as He 
alone is the Protector of the Millat. The divisionists 
often indulge in such recriminations. In their cam
paign of vilification, they have transgressed all bounds 
and their eyes are shut against truth. There can be 
no alliance between us and the vilifiers. Mutual love 
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cannot arise, when they and we are poles asunder. 
Allah knows that I am of the righteous people. 

Alas for these people ! Rancour has blinded 
their eyes. They cannot rf'frain from fabricating 
false charges.  Their attitude astonishes me. I am at 
a loss to understand the type of faith they hold. 
They feel no compunction in calling the Three 
Great Companions repudiators, hypocrites and 
apostates. They never care to think that the Holy 
Quran itself has come to us through these Three 
Companions. Thus the slanderers as a result of their 
false belief cannot avoid the erratic view that the Holy 
Quran which we have today, has no reality and is 
far from being authentic and that i t  is not the Word 
of God but is a version of the fabricators, who were 
treacherous. According to these slanderers, not one 
among the entire community of the Companions 
was honest. Tnis being so the questions arise : "How 
did they get guidance in  religious matters ? What 
Book from God they had, which they relied on and 
which elevated them. "  This leads to the conclusion 
that the critics had gone astray and they had no re
l igion nor any scripture. Thus those who charge the 
Three Companions with perfidy, infidelity, misgui
dance and impiety, must also say in so many words 
that the Holy Quran is wrong and that it has been 
subjected to human interference. Things have been 
added to it as well as things have been taken away 
from it and that it has lost its pristine purity. They 
cannot get away from believing all this. When 
those who supervised the collection of the verses and 
got the Holy Quran in the form of Book, were un-
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believers, the fruit of their labours must also be far 
from original textual purity. The wrong-headedness 
of the vilifiers points to one and only one conclusion 
that the real Holy Quran has vanished. These slan
derers must proclaim their repudiation of the elect of 
God and say that they had lost fa.ith in all prophets 
of God. This will mean that after the departure of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be 
upon him) only a microscopic minority adhered to 
the true Shariat and they were inclined to be secre
tive or, God forbid, they adopted a wordly behavi
our or they pursued this course with ulterior motives. 
This will imply a great crisis for Islam and a 
great calamity for the Apostolic Message of the Best 
of Mankind (peace and blessings of God be upon 
him) . But all this is incredible because God will 
never break His promises nor will He ever let His 
Faith fall into the hands of the dishonest people con
spiring against His Messenger and His Message. 

We call all people to witness that such beliefs 
as cast aspersions on the Great Companions are alien 
to us. In our eyes they are akin to kufr and they 
bring one close to apostasy. The temper of the 
righteous revolts against these false beliefs. Is it at 
all thinkable that the Companions committed an 
act of kufr when they dedicated all they had, to the 
service of Islam ? They laid down their lives for the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and joined the Holy Wars. They grew grey in 
their devotion to Islam. How did a vicious notion 
like the one propagated against them come into exis
tence ! The Companions were blessed with the right 
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faith and the fountain-head of their faith was all 
the time active. How could the springs of 
their belief run dry! Thus woe betide the people who 
turn a blind eye to the Day of Reckoning and do not 
cherish fear of God and hastily make the pious and 
righteous folk a target of their vituperations. Curi
ously enough, the critics admit that Hazrat Abu Bakr 
established peace when the enemies were rampant. 
He identified himself with the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as his close 
Companion when the Apostle of Allah was alone. 
When the Holy Messenger (peace be upon him) 
came out into the open, Hazrat Abu Bakr followed 
him in all fidelity. Hazrat Abu Bakr bore the brunt 
of hostilities in the Holy Prophet's company. He stood 
by the Apostle of Allah with unfiagging zeal and faced 
the social ostracism of his kith and kin. He parti
cipated in every war and made short work of the 
enemies of God and His Prophet. In short, he comp
letely surrendered himself to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of God be upon him) . He assumed the 
office of Caliph at a critical juncture, because all the 
hypocrites had turned renegades. Many impostors 
had arisen. He warred with them and killed them. 
He went on crusading till peace reigned supreme, 
affairs were put on an even keel and the mischief:' 
makers were routed. 

When Hazrat Abu Bakr breathed his last, he 
was buried next to the grave of the sovereign of Pro
phets and the lord of the holy persons. He lived very 
closely with the Beloved of God (peace be upon him) . 
After surviving him for some time, he joined his 
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company after death. It is a matter of great surprise 
that in the eyes of the denigrators, God allowed the 
"usurpers and the traitors" to be close to the grave 
of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and did 
not let His Apostle get rid of them even after death. 
How is it that those who are branded ' 'usurpers" by 
the denigrators remained with the Holy Prophet 
(peace be upon him) in life as well as after death. 
Our God is Holy and is above and beyond what the 
fabricators talk of His Prophet. God with His grace 
and blessing, kept  the righteous Companions close 
to the lord of the pious. I t is a sign of great signi
ficance and is a food for thought for those who shoot 
their tongues at the Great Companions. 

Thus a person endowed with common sense 
should not abandon certainty for superstition. He 
should not venture into insolence against the lord of 
the pious. He should know that the grave of the Holy 
Prophet is one magnificent garden among the heaven
ly gardens. It is illumined with the divine grace and 
radiance. It is worthy of reverence and veneration of 
all . Thus it is a matter for extreme caution, and 
one should not allow oneself to be deflected into de
vious path. The sacred grave of the Holy Prophet 
(peace be upon him) is worthy of the greatest res
pect and honour. I t  is a sacrilege to say that it lies 
between the "usurpers and defectors." Hazrat Ali 
Murtaza (God be pleased with him) and Hazrat 
Imam Hussain (God be pleased with him) have no 
need of a spurious respect of any one who himself 
is a prey to a fallacy. Thus a denigrator should hold 
his tongue and strive to join the rank and file of the 



36 SECRET OF CAUPHATE 

God-fearing folk. When he himself cannot reconcile 
to the idea of being flanked by unbelievers and the 
mischief-makers after death, how dare he attribute 
this to the Holy Prophet by holding an abhorrent  
notion about his Great Companions. It i s  a blasphe
my to ignore the prophetic status and ascribe things 
to the Holy Prophet when those very things are not 
acceptable to the critic himself. Only a man bereft 
of sense can behave in that manner. A critic who 
talks ill of Hazrat Abu Bakr (God be pleased with 
him) , is virtually guilty of irreverence . to Hazrat 
Ali (God be pleased with him) also, because he there
by makes an utterance which also impliedly detracts 
from his piety. A reprehensible conduct like this is  
repugnant to the spirit of piety and is on the con
trary, a distinctive quality of the hardened hypocrites. 

When we asked the divisionists which of the 
men of mature age first accepted Islam and parted 
company with the unbelievers, they have perforce to 
admit that it was Hazrat Abu Bakr. Again when we 
ask them to tell us who migrated with the Holy Pro
phet (peace and blessings of God be upon him) and 
turned his back on his nearest and dearest and went 
where the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) led 
him, they involuntarily exclaim that it was Hazrat 
Abu Bakr. When they are faced with the question 
about the person who was the First Successor, they 
have to acknowledge that it was Hazrat Abu Bakr. 
They also hold that it was Hazrat Abu Bakr who 
collected the Quranic verses in the form of Book 
for distribution to the cities. They also know that he 
was buried next to the Holy Prophet's grave. It is 
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strange that all excellences fell  to the lot of those 
whom the denigrators regard as disbelievers. Moreover 
the superiorities of Islam manifested themselves in 
their lives. Is it possible for a true believer to think 
that the foundation-stone was laid by one whom 
these castigators curse and abuse ? Every category 
of nearness to the Holy Prophet (peace be upon 
him) was vouchsafed to Hazrat Abu Bakr. Still he i s  
the target of  vilification, while according to the con
fession of the critics no one else got the glory which 
Hazrat Abu Bakr got. The denigrators are themselves 
"guilty" of holding such beliefs as indicq.te that God's 
sole attention was toward Hazrat Abu Bakr. A 
notion of odious comparison is reprehensible. 

Truly speaking, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique 
and Hazrat Umar Farooq were eminent Compa
nions. They never usurped any one's rights. They 
were imbued with the - true spirit of piety. They 
established justice. They always subjected all overt 
and covert affairs to a sifting scrutiny. They had no 
worldly longings. They devoted their whole souL to 
the service of Allah. I do not find any one equal to 
Shaikhain (i.e. Hazrat Abu Bakr and Hazrat 
Umar) in magnanimity and largess and in comp
lete subordination to the Great Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) . They followed 
in the footsteps of their spiritual lord. They had 
annihilated themselves in the love of the Holy Pro
phet (peace be upon him).  They were matchLess in 
readily undergoing sufierings and privations to 
please the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) . They 
lion-like used to go out to encounter the enemy 
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caravans and armies of the unbelievers to frustrate 
their nefarious designs. They persevered in  their 
endeavours until Islam became supreme and the ene
my armies were defeated and idolatry was done away 
with, heralding the sunrise of Ummah and its Faith. 
Allah rewarded them richly by conferring on them 
nearness to the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) 
even after death. They laid the Mussalmans under 
a heavy debt of gratitude by their unique devotion 
to the person of the Holy Prophet and his Holy 
Mission. Allah is All-knowing. Nothing is 
hidden from Him. He showers His blessings on him 
who does not stint in sacrificing his all in His way. 
God does not let devotion go unrewarded, even if  
the whole world may turn against the recipient. The 
seeker of God is never at a disadvantage. He does 
not experience any destitution . Allah does not 
abandon the truthful people. It is a rare good for
tune that these two Great Companions were buried 
alongside the Holy Prophet's sacred grave. Even 
]\;loses and Jesus would have envied this great hon
our, if they had been alive. But such exaltations do 
not come by merely longing for them. No one can 
get them by force. Unless one is destined to get these 
honours, no one can get them by any endeavours. 
Only such people as are chosen by God, and are 
enveloped in the divine mercy, get these honours. 

In short, those who make odious comparisons 
and lose sight of these facts and pay no attention to 
the status vouchsafed by God to Hazrat Abu Bakr. 
They just indulge ill vilification and rain curses on 
him. They will soon know that they have reached 
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a point of no return. Indeed Hazrat Abu Bakr the 
Great and Hazrat Umar Farooq were the vanguard 
of the Muslims. Allah had granted them a very exalt
ed position. They propagated Islam in villages and 
towns. Their missionary activities spread far and 
wide. During their Caliphate, Islam prospered and 
its fragrance filled the atmosphere. They achieved 
great victories. Hazrat Abu Bakr's accession to Cali
phate synchronised with the eruption of a great mis
chief which almost threatened Islam. But Allah 
came to the rescue of Hazrat Abu Bakr and enabled 
him to save the Muslims from the calamity and to 
rehabilitate Islam. 

In all fairness, we should be grateful to the 
venerable personage who was a Dedicated Champion 
of Islam. We should pay homage to his eminence. 
We should be on guard against finding fault with the 
Great Helper of our Holy Prophet (peace and bless
ings of God be upon him) . He defended our Faith. He 
saved our homes. He worked for our welfare. It  is  
passing strange how critics refuse to acknowledge 
the spiritual eminence of Ha�rat Abu Bakr, although 
the radiant traits of his character shine like the sun. 
Undoubtedly, every True Believer reaps what he 
sows. He benefits by the knowledge acquired by 
him. Hazrat Abu Bakr gave us the Holy Quran for 
the preservation of our Faith. He gave us peace and 
amity. He who denies this deliberately goes off the 
rails. He is caught in the devil's net. Those who are 
in confusion about the true sta tus of Hazrat Abu 
Bakr by design, and not through fai lure of know
ledge, and make the transparent fountain muddy 
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and fly into fury, are guilty of offering insult to the 
one who topped the list of the Companions. Hazrat 
Abu Bakr was indeed a paragon of excellence. He 
cherished fear of God and leaned on His mercy. He 
was full of the milk of human kindness. In his nature, 
there was the soul of piety to the highest perfection. 
He had spurned the 'self' and its allurements. He 
had attained a degree of self-annihilation. Bodily 
desires and superficial emotions were alien to his 
God-intoxicated self. He was la recluse. He inau
gurated moral reforms.  The True Believers got their 
victories through his mediation. He was above and 
beyond the tooth of calumny. Thus the mutual diffe
rences should not be given any importance. They 
should be appraised in the light of the beneficent 
works. It is a matter for consideration that Hazrat 
Abu Bakr paid no attention to his own sons and 
daughters. He did not let them grow rich. He did 
not assign to them high offices. For himself he just got 
to meet his bare necessities. How could such a self
denying personage be cruel to the scions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of God be upon him) . 
God had conferred upon him superiority over all 
other Companions for his unique sincerity of pur
pose. All differences do not stem from bad motives, 
as some people foolishly think. Not infrequently does 
a difference spring from iJtihad . Thus the safe and 
appropriate line of approach is to say that the diffe
rences among the most venerable Companions were 
just differences of opinion and were not born of 
aggression or transgression. Those who take their 
stand on an honest evaluatiou, are forgiven even if 
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they may be in the wrong. Sometime even the rightp.
ous people, or even the saints and sufis have mutual 
differences born of envy and dislike. In all such dis- . 
putes there are divine purposeful mysteries. 

Thus when something untoward is attributed 
to them, it is incumbent on us to give it a short 
shrift. We should not propagate it. Their matter 
should be left to God. God alone is the Protector of 
His righteous servants. It is the way of God that He 
in His Own way brings about reconciliation, but not in  
the manner He adjudicates in the case of  transgres
sors. All men of God cherish love for God. They 
are the elect of God. God tells us of the differences 
among them. The Holy Quran says : 

u::l::Q:" Jr �t� '" uty.t J� u" � J.JJ. ... J L. l�&o.} .J 

"And We shall remove whatever of rancour may 
be in their breasts so that they will become as bro
thers, facing one another" ( 1 5 : 48) . 

This is a fact. This alone is truth, pure and 
simple. But the generality of people are not proper 
jndges as people gifted with insight are. Common folk 
accept the tales they hear. Then some one else in
tervenes and magnifies the original statement. The 
hearer accepts it as correct and adds to it from himself. 
When it  reaches the third person he also takes it at its 
face value and then exaggerates it. fhis process goes 
on ad infinitum until the reality is completely obscur
ed. Ultimately a new thing emerges and is just the 
opposite of the truth. Thus the dishonesty of the 
narrators spells ruin. 



42 SECRET OF CALIPHATE 

Many realities have been obscured by the chain 
of interested narrators. Many facts have been sub
.verted in the process of communication. Many con
coctions got currency and many matters were denuded 
of their real essence. No one now can know what the 
real matter was. If the early Companions and the 
scions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upoft him) were to Come to life, they would 
be lost in astonishment on hearing the accounts 
fabricated about them. The long yarns spun by the 
satanic people would unnerve them. They would be 
struck dumb to find how the false narrators have 
made mountaihs of molehills. The reporters invented 
such falsehoods as deceived the unwary folk. As a 
matter of fact, many mischiefs were bred in the suc
ceeding generations. These mischiefs erupted and 
blew like a whirlwind. Many ridiculous things got 
currency and were accepted as if they had been 
told by truthful people. Thus one should exercise 
one's intelligence and wisdom and should not act in 
haste. If a critic ponders over what has been vou
chsafed to me, he cannot help  accepting that I am 
not one of the shirkers. It is for the reader to accept 
or reject. But those who are dyed deep in the hatred 
of Shaikhain and are overcome by sheer malice 
against them, may not accept what I say. They will 
resist my statement until the Word of God has come. 
They will reject even the obvious facts. Let them 
wait for sometime. God will expose what they harbour 
in their minds. 

o people ! Refrain from entertaining doubts 
about the Companions and do not plunge into the 



SIRR -ti L-tOtILAF AH 43 

abyss of ruin and destruction. The Companions 
passed away long, long ago. You have no knowled�e 
of the mysteries of their time. You cannot even con
jecture what happened ih the temote past and 
how the enlightened Companions became estranged 
among themselves. Thus there is no use pursuing a 
figment of imagination. Fear God, if you are piO'lS. 
Undoubtedly the Companions of the Holy Prophet 
and his scions were spiritual people. They had sur
rendered themselves to God. They lived in  pious re
tirement and isolation from the world . Thus do not 
give a moment's credence to the fiction that they 
d isputed for mundane gains and battled against 
one another in open warfare. 

If Hazrat Abu Bakr had been a usurper in the 
eyes of Hazrat Ali, he would not have agreed to owe 
aliegiance to him. He would have followed the ex
ample ot Hazrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and 
would have migrated. Hazrat Ali was the soul of 
s incerity and fidelity. He did not show any resent
ment. Hazrat Ali (God be pleased with him) was 
the sym bol of love and a treasurehouse of magnani
mity. He was HuJJatu llah - 'the divine argument for 
the people.' He was the best exemplar of his time. 
God had il1umined his soul SO that he might disse
minate light and radiance in the world . Split occurred 
on his elevation to Khilafat. But truth was oh his 
side. Those who warred against him were rebellious 
and intransigeilt people. He lived throtlgh troubled 
period. But he was the recipient of divine blessings. 
He persevered righteousl y in the face of the mis
chief-mongers. 
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Hazrat Ali (God be pleased with him) was 
pious and immaculate in his life. He was one of 
those who are loved by God. He was the Elect of 
God and an eminently noble soul of his time. He 
was the 'Lion of Allah'. He derived the greates t 
pleasure from generous acts. His gallantry and val
our were peerless. On the battlefield he was indo
mitable and invincible and did not budge an inch 
even in the face of an army. He passed his life in sub
lime humility. Among human beings, he had reach
ed the highest peak of piety and virtue. He was fore
most in charming away the sorrows of the stricken 
people. He used to search out the indigent people 
and the orphans and treated them generously. He was 
all help to the neighbours. In battles, he performed 
numerous feats of rare bravery. He displayed uni
que skill in handling sword and bayonet. But he was 
sweet in his talk. He was a superb orator. His illu
minating talk penetrated the hearts and minds of 
the listeners and thus burnished the rusty minds. He 
who studied his statements fel t  illumined by his 
luminous arguments. He was a great e locutionist. 
He who came up against him was subdued and 
overwhelmed by his forensic eloquence. He was a 
paragon of virtue. He who denies his excellences, is 
a shameless creature. He looked after the helpless 
and commanded that the indigent or those not in
digent should be fed. He had drunk deep at the 
fountain of the Holy Quran. He was gifted with a 
deep understanding of the mysteries of the Holy 
Quran. I saw him in a waking vision. He vouchsafed 
me the commentary of the Holy Quran and told me 
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that it was his commentary and he was entrusting 
the same to me as its trustee. He then prayed that 
it might prove a blessing to me. I extended my hands 
and got the commentary. 1 hen I thanked the august 
donor and the Omnipotent God. He was dowered 
with high moral excellence. He was firm and reso
lute . He was highly considerate and humble of tem
perament. He possessed radiant qualities. He always 
meant what he said and said what he meant. God
the Lord of East and West knows that I cherish 
deep love for Hazrat Ali-the 'Lion of God' and for 
his  great sons. I am against a person who is against 
them. 



English Translati on of Books by 

HAZRAT MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD 
(Founder of the Ahmadryya Movement in Islam) 

The Teachings of Islam, pp. 226, Rs. 2.00, £00.20, $00.40. 
An inspiring and a scholastic production dealing with the following five 

questions purely in the light of the Quran : 1. The physical, moral and 
spiritual conditions of man, 2. The state of man in the after-life, 3. The 
real object of the existence of man and means of its attainment, 4. The 
effect of actions in the present life and the life to come, and 5. The Sources 
of Divine knowledge . 

" I  approve very much two articles, "How to get rid of sin", and 
"The life to come." The idea is very profound and very true." 
-Count Tolstoy, Russia. 

Najm al-Huda, pp. 70, Re. 00.50, £00.5, $00.14.  
An excellent exposition of the two names of Prophet Muhammad. 

Ahmad and Muhammad. 
The Four Questions Answered, pp. 87, Re. 1 . 00, £00.10, $00.28. 

This small treatise is an answer to the four questions raised by 
Mr. Siraj-ud-Din, a Christian gentleman : 1 .  Can the mission of Muhammad 
be described in terms similar to the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ atoning 
for the sins of mankind ? 2. If Islam aims at guiding mankind towards 
monotheism, why is it considered essential for the Jews and other 
monotheists to accept Islam for their salvation ? 3. Where in the Quran 
is one enjoined to love mankind and to love God and that God also loves 
mankind? 4. Christ said of himself, "Come to me, ye who are tired and 
weary, I am the way, the life and the truth." Has the Founder of I�lam 
also spoken of himself anywhere in these or similar words ? 

Taudhih-i Maram (A Clarification), pp. 64, Re. 1 .00, £00.10, $�0 . 28.  
This book presents a philosophical discussion in the light of the Quran 

on the following questions: Various forms of Prophethood and Revelation, 
The Concept of Angels in Islam, The purpose of Angels in the Universe etc. 

Sirr-ul-Khilafah (Secret of Caliphate), pp. 50, Re. 00.50, £00.5, $00.14. 
An enlightening contribution to the delicate question of the CaJiphate. 

It exposes the hollowness of the controversies that have raged round false 
notions about the Chosen Companions of the Holy Prophet. 

The Triumph of Islam (An abridged edition of the first four volumes of 
Barahin-i-Ahmadiyyah), pp. 200, Rs. 2.00, £00.20, $00.40. 

The author discusses the truthfulness of the divine miSSIOn of 
Prophet Muhammad in the light of the Quran, the revelation of the Quran, 
that "the teachings of a revealed book should not conflict with any law of 
physical nature", the existence of God, and the four attributes of God 
enunciated in the Opening chapter of the Quran. 

Predominance of Islam (English translation of Fath-i Islam), pp. 64, Re. 00.50, 
£00.5,  $00.14.  

The author outlines the main characteristics of a Mujaddid (an ordained 
Reformer) and authenticates his claims to be the Mujaddid and Promised 
Messiah by referring to the Quran, the Tradition and the writings of the 
M uslim theologians of undisputed repute. He particularly mentions the 
five sections of the Ahmadiyya Movement effectively disseminating the Islamic 
teachings. 

DARUL KUTUB ISLAMIA 
AHMADIYYA ANJUMAN ISHA'AT-I-ISLAM, LAHORE-, (W. Pakistan) 


	Cover 1
	Cover 2
	Translator's Note
	Copyright Information
	Sirr-ul-Khilafah (Secret of Caliphate)

