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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, our Founder, arose to remind the 
world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words La 
ilaha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasul Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

No prophet, old or new, is to arise after the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by God to 
revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A.
England.
Holland.
India.
Australia.
Trinidad.
Suriname.

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
oners in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid- l 920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the. world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Gh�lam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, bas 
led the Movement, at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Prophecy of the coming of 
the Messiah 

Its true significance 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

It would not be without advantage to write here that 
my claim that "I am the Promised Messiah" is a 
claim, whose fulfilment was being looked forward 
to by all the sects of the Muslims. On studying the 
repeated prophecies in the Hadith reports of the 
Holy Prophet, everyone was waiting as to when 
those tidings would be fulfilled. Many persons with 
experience of divine inspiration, after receiving 
revelation from the Exalted God, had given the 
news that the Promised Messiah would appear at 
the head of the fourteenth century. Although this 
prophecy is to be found only in a condensed form 
in the Holy Quran, yet according to Hadith it occurs 
so repeatedly that intellect cannot accept it as false. 
If repetition has any meaning, then we can say that 
among all the Islamic prophecies made by the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of Allah be 
on him, there is none that enjoys the same degree of 
repetition as this prophecy. Anyone acquainted with 
Islamic history knows well that among the Islamic 
prophecies there is none that excels this prophecy 
as regards repetition. So much so that the Ulama 
have written that whoever refuses to accept this 
prophecy, is in danger of falling victim to heresy. 
For, to deny the continuously-occurring reports 
(mutawatir) amounts almost to denial of Islam. 

Contradictions introduced into prophecy. 

But it is a pity that in spite of this continuity, the 
Ulama of this age of corruption are greatly deceived 
in comprehending the real and true meaning of this 
prophecy, and because of gross misunderstanding, 
they have collected shameful contradictions in their 
beliefs. That is to say, on the one hand by believing 
in the Holy Quran and accepting the sound Hadith 
reports they had to admit that Jesus had, in fact, 
died, and on the other hand they also held the belief 
that at sometime Jesus, on whom be peace, himself 
will descend in the latter days, and that he is alive 
in heaven, not having died. Again, on the one hand 
they declared the Holy Prophet Muhammad as the 
Last of Prophets, and on the other they also main
tained the belief that after the Holy Prophet a 
prophet is yet to come, i.e. Jesus, who is a prophet. 
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Yet again, on the one hand they believed that the 
Promised Messiah would appear during the days of 
the dajjal (Anti-christ), who will control the entire 
world except the two Holy Places (Makka and 
Madina). On the other hand, they had also to admit, 
in accordance with the sound, highly-reliable and 
uninterrupted reports in the Sahib Bukhari, that the 
Promised Messiah would appear at the time of the 
domination of the Cross, i.e. at that time the Chris
tian religion would have vigorously spread in the 
world, and the power and wealth of the Christians 
would be unsurpassed by anyone else. Further, on 
the one hand they had to adopt the belief that the 
Messiah would be the ruler, the imam and the 
Mahdi of his time, while on the other they believed 
that the Messiah would not be the Mahdi and imam, 
but that the Mahdi would be someone else, who 
would be from the Bani Fatima. 

In short, they gathered together many contra
dictions of this kind, thus putting the people in 
hesitation and doubt about the reliability of this 
prophecy. For, a matter which comprises many 
contradictions cannot possibly be true. Then how 
can the wise accept it, and how can they trample 
under foot their faculty of reason and follow this 
illogical path. That is why the modernly-educated 
people of the present age, who regard nature, laws 
of nature and the intellectual process as the criteria 
for the truth or otherwise of events, had to reject 
this prophecy, in spite of its highest order of conti
nuity. And indeed, if this prophecy were to be inter
preted in this very manner which embodies so many 
contradictions, then human intellect, after being 
unable to reconcile these contradictions, in the end 
concludes that the only way out of this confusion is 
to deny the truth of the prophecy. Hence this was 
why the devotees of natural laws and reason dis
owned this magnificent prophecy in spite of its 
often-repeated occurrence. 

But it is a pity that even these people were very 
hasty in their denial, for no man of reason can deny 
continually repeated news. It is not possible for 
there to be a suspicion of falsehood regarding a 
report which reaches the degree of continuous 
repetition. Hence the path of justice and love of 
truth was that they should not have discarded the 
news of repeated continuity. Rather, they should 
have rejected those meanings which the foolish 
Maulvis had given, which led to many kinds of 
inconsistencies, and to which they had also added 
many other contradictions. In fact it is the fault of 
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the Maulvis, whose understanding is defective, that 
by interpreting a plain and simple prophecy in such 
a way as to make it a bundle of contradictions, they 
put the truth-seeking people to great confusion and 
puzzlement. 

True interpretation of prophecy. 

Now the exalted God, having disclosed its true and 
correct meanings. which are quite free from contra
dictions and absurdities, has provided an oppor
tunity to every justice-loving seeker-after-truth to 
accept this continuously repeated tradition and look 
for the one in whom it is fulfilled, and not join the 
rejectors by denying a clear prophecy of the Exalted 
God. 

The detail of this explanation is as follows. In 
this age, by appointing me at the head of the 
fourteenth century (Hijra), the Exalted God mani
fested the logic of this prophecy, and made it clear 
that the second advent of the Messiah in this world 
was destined to be in the same sense and manner as 
the second advent in the world of the prophet Elijah 
recorded in the book of the prophet Malachi. For, it 
was pointedly mentioned in the book of Malachi 
that the Promised Messiah awaited by the Jews 
would not appear in the world until the prophet 
Elijah came into the world again. Had our oppo
nents possessed something of good fortune and the 
quality of searching for the truth, they would have 
reaped much benefit from this prophecy of the 
prophet Malachi, on which the Jews and Christians 
both concur. For, according to the apparent meaning 
of Malachi's book, it has to be admitted that Elijah 
has not yet returned to the world, even though 
about nineteen hundred years have elapsed since the 
Messiah appeared in the world. Therefore if, as is 
the literal meaning of the words of Malachi which 
the Jewish scholars strongly adhere to till this day, 
it is true that the personal return of Elijah to the 
world is necessary before the Messiah, in that case 
Jesus cannot be a true prophet. He can be taken to 
be true only if the return of the prophet Elijah is 
given a different interpretation. That is to say, by 
the return of Elijah should be meant the coming of 
one in his likeness, and that like was John, i.e. 
Yahya, the son of Zacharias, as was the interpre
tation given by Jesus upon the demand of the Jews. 
From this interpretation, which comes out of the 
mouth of a prophet, it becomes plainly clear that 
the second advent of the Messiah in the world is 
also akin to the return of Elijah. To tum away from 
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a precedent that has been set, and to collect contra
dictions in one's belief by taking the literal mean
ings, is the work of those people who have very 
little sense and understanding. Often the prophecies 
are dominated by allegories and metaphors. Nothing 
would be more foolish than to take some word of a 
prophecy literally, when by so doing many contra
dictions are collected together. It was exactly this 
practice which destroyed the Jews. 

Messiah, not king in literal sense. 

There was another similar prophecy about the 
Messiah, that he would be a king and would fight 
the infidels. The Jews stumbled over this also, 
because Jesus did not receive worldly kingship. 
That is why the Jews have been saying till now that 
not even one letter has been fulfilled till today out 
of the prophecies in connection with the Messiah. 
The Jews had put forward this very argument before 
Jesus, and had repeatedly pointed out that the return 
of Elijah to the world was necessary before the true 
Messiah, not that someone resembling him should 
come. For, in the book of the prophet Malachi the 
return of Elijah in person is mentioned. It is not 
written that "someone resembling him shall come". 
However, Jesus gave them the reply that by the 
return of the prophet Elijah was meant the coming 
of one like him, having his nature and qualities, and 
he explained that that man was John, the son of 
Zacharias, i.e. Yahya. And as for the kingdom, he 
interpreted it by saying that "my kingdom is that of 
heaven and not of the world". The Jews had con
sidered these interpretations to be very far-fetched 
and to be feeble devices. They believe so till today, 
because they laid stress on the literal words of their 
books. It appeared that the Jews were on the right, 
for they put forth clear decisions of the holy books, 
while Jesus had made use of interpretations which 
appeared to be shallow and weak. 

Our Ulama would have been very fortunate if 
they had remembered the story of the return of 
Elijah and taken a lesson from it, thus attaching the 
same meaning to the second descent of Jesus from 
the heavens as Jesus himself attached to the second 
descent of the prophet Elijah. Would that they had 
pondered over the point that the present writer's 
interpretation of the descent of Jesus is not new. In 
fact, it is the same as the one already given by the 
tongue of Jesus, for the case of the descent of the 
Messiah, son of Mary, is entirely analogous to the 
case of the prophet Elijah. Hence, in view of the 
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fact that till today this wish of the Jews has not 

been realized that the prophet Elijah should descend 

from heaven, and for this very reason they have 

been disbelievers in Jesus, how can the wish of the 

Maulvis be fulfilled that at some time Jesus will 
himself descend from the heavens. Wise is the one 

who takes a lesson from the stumbling of another. 

(Kitab al-Barriyya, pp. 172-181, footnote) 

* * * * * 

About my father 

Services of Dr. Basharat Ahmad 

by the late Mr. N. A. Faruqui 

(This has been extracted and translated from an article in 

our Urdu journal 'Paigham Sulh' - Editor.) 

It is generally said that, with the passage of time, 
every deceased person is forgotten. There is Divine 

wisdom in this, for otherwise the world would not 
be able to continue. However, there are some 
human beings whose works and virtues do not 
allow them to be forgotten. Among such people 
whom I have known personally, Maulana 
Muhammad Ali occupies the highest position, and 
after him comes my father Dr. Basharat Ahmad. 
Now, everyone loves and reveres his parents, and 
that is how it should be, because the father mani
fests the attribute of God known as Rabbubiyya 
(fostership), and the mother manifests the attributes 
Rahmaniyya and Rahfmiyya (tenderness and mercy) 
of God. But I will recount some services of my 
father to the Ahmadiyya community, and some of 
his personal favours towards me, which had a 
permanent influence for the good upon me, so that 
other parents realise how important it is for them to 
set a good example to their children. 

Qadianis pay tribute to book Mujaddid-i A.mm.

Some time ago, one day at about mid-day, when I 
was busy on the telephone, my servant showed a 
visitor into my drawing room. After I had finished 
on the phone, I went into the drawing room and 
found a man seated there whom I did not know. 
Having exchanged greetings, I said to him: "Excuse 
me, but I have not recognised you". When he 
introduced himself, I was utterly astonished and 
taken aback. He is a very prominent and famous 
Qadiani, whose name I must withhold to avoid 
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difficulty for him. I was still lost in my amazement 
when he said: 

"I have not come here for any special pur

pose. A short while ago, I read your father's 
magnificent book Mujaddid-i Azam, and I 
was so impressed that, had the author been 
alive, I would have gone to see him per
sonally to pay tribute. As he is dead, and my 
enquiries showed that his elder son has also 
died, but that you live here, I have come here 
to let you know of my feelings and to do my 
duty of appreciating this book." 

He then went on to speak in detail about the merits 
of the book, its exposition of the truth, and its 
uniqueness as a biography. He added: "I gave this 
book to another member of my Jama'at to read, and 
he too is greatly impressed by it and discusses it 
with me at length". 

Those who have read Mujaddid-i Azam know 
that it dispels the misconceptions about Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad created by the views propa
gated by the Qadianis. In the light of that, the 
glowing praises of this book by a prominent 
Qadiani shows how great a work it is. 

I have read many biographies in Urdu and 
English, but there was never one which was as 
engrossing, comprehensive and unrivalled. The 
most famous biography in the English language is 
Boswell's Life of Johnson, which is regarded as a 
model for biographical works. But it is a fact that 
Mujaddid-i Azam excels even that renowned work. 
Apart from the first chapter, which is rather hard
going because it consists of research data, the rest 
of the book is like an absorbing novel, which you 
just cannot put down once you open it. 

It is a surprising fact that in the year 1914, or a 
little later, my father saw Hazrat Mirza coming to 
him in a dream. Amongst some other things, Hazrat 
Mirza said to him: 

"In heaven, I have had your name written 
down as the Scribe of the Mujaddid of 
India." 

No one could even have imagined at the time that 
some twenty years later, at the request of our 
Anjuman, my father would write this magnificent 
and incomparable biography, to surpass all bio
graphies. These instances of knowledge of the 
future prove with certainty the existence of God and 
His being the Knower of the unseen. 
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Sunni praises bis knowledge of Quran. 

A senior member of the Anjuman's staff, the late 
Mr. Azam Alawi, related to me the following 
incident about a year before his death. He went to 
a shop in the old, inner city area of Lahore, and 
found the shopkeeper so engrossed in reading a 
book that he took no notice of his customer. When 
Mr. Alawi called to him and awoke him from his 
state of oblivion, he apologised, saying: "Sir, I was 
so absorbed in reading this interesting commentary 
of the Quran that I did not pay any attention to 
you". Seeing the relatively small size of the book 
and its cover, a thought came to Mr. Alawi's mind. 
He asked him which commentary it was. The shop
keeper replied that it was called Anwar al-Qur' an. 
To get more information, Mr. Alawi asked him who 
the author was. He replied: 

"It is someone called Dr. Basharat Ahmad. 
But what a commentary he has written! And 
how wonderfully he has explained every
thing! And what an absorbing book! You 
start reading it, and you are completely 
captivated by it." 

Mr. Alawi asked to see it, but he refused. There 
could have been only one reason for his refusal, 
which Mr. Alawi told me about. The name of the 
publisher was given on it: Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
Isha'at Islam, Lahore. The poor shopkeeper did not 
want it known that he was reading a book of the 
Ahmadis with such enthusiasm and interest. 

This is another evidence of the high standard of 
my father's knowledge of the Quran. He was able 
to simplify the most complex religious questions, 
and the most difficult passages, in his explanations 
of the Quran. His dars on the Quran, which he held 
from an early stage of his life to the end, were so 
captivating and enchanting that it is no exaggeration 
to say that people would listen for two hours and 
not feel tired. These were held in the evening, six 
days a week. No listener would ever miss a dars, 
except for some unavoidable reason. 

It was natural that my father's example should 
have an influence upon me. If there is love of the 
Quran in my heart, it is but a spark out of that love 
which was in his heart. When I was yet so small 
that I had no understanding of the beauties of the 
Quran, he started taking me to his dars, which often 
extended from the end of the maghrib prayer to the 
start of the 'isha prayer. Being so young, I would 
fall asleep during the dars, and then after the dars 
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someone would carry me to my bed. I would go to 
sleep hungry, but the spiritual food I received left 
such a mark on my unconscious mind that, despite 
worldly engagements, I could not forget my attach
ment to the Quran. If I have performed some minor 
service to the Quran, it is a legacy and favour from 
my father. 

* * * * * 

'Id al-Fitr Khutba 

address delivered at Darus Salaam, 
London, 4 April 1992 

by Shahid Aziz, Secretary U.K. Jama'at 

"O you who believe,fasting is prescribed/or 
you, as it was prescribed for those before 
you, so that you may guard against evil." 
(The Holy Quran 2:183) 

This is the reason given for fasting by the Holy 
Quran: that we may guard against evil. The fast is 
not only to refrain from food and drink but a 
special effort to avoid all evil for a whole month. 
One of the Ramadaan timetables I received had the 
following heading: "When you fast, do not forget 
the fast of the eye, the fast of the ear, the fast of the 
tongue, the fast of the hand and the fast of the 
foot". What this means is_ that the person who fasts 
must refrain from committing any evil or indecency 
with any of his limbs. In this way the whole body 
is to fast during Ramadaan and that is how you 
guard against evil. But is it a mere claim on the 
part of the Holy Quran to say that fasting keeps you 
away from evil? Is there any proof? If there is 
proof, what is it? 

Perfect example of elevation through fasting. 

The only conclusive proof could be to point to 
those people who have achieved purity through 
fasting. There have been many such people through 
history. There were people who became sinless 
through prayer and fasting before the advent of 
Islam, such as Abraham, Noah, David, Jesus, 
Krishna, Buddha, all of them venerable prophets; 
and there have been many since. Today, I want to 
talk to you about the life of one such person as THE

PROOF of this claim. A man who experienced all 
that life had to offer, from pits of poverty to incal
culable wealth, from the humblest of beginnings to 
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the mastery of a whole nation, from being perse
cuted to being able to avenge the persecutors. An 
orphan, a husband, a father, a merchant, a general, 
a leader and a king. If fasting can instil such dis
cipline in a man that under all circumstances he 
acts correctly, then surely that is proof enough that 
it does indeed help man guard against evil. The 
name of this man is Muhammad - the blessed 
Prophet of Islam. 

The Holy Prophet (peace be on him) was born 
an orphan, his father having passed away before his 
birth. As the Holy Quran put it: 

"Did He not find thee an orphan and give 
thee shelter? And find thee groping, so He 
showed the way? And find thee in want, so 
He enriched thee?" (93:6-8) 

It was the humblest of beginnings, the Holy Prophet 
being looked after by his grandfather and uncle. 
Though they loved him dearly, young Muhammad 
must have missed the affection a father would have 
shown his only son. Under such circumstances, it 
would have been easy for the Holy Prophet to fall 
into bad company. As he grew into a handsome 
young man, it would have been even easier to fall 
prey to wine, women and gambling. A man from a 
similar background would indulge in dishonesty as 
a short cut to wealth. But we find not the slightest 
shade of this in our beloved Prophet's life. In a 
society which did not regard virtue very highly; on 
the contrary, it was vice that was highly regarded, 
this must be the greatest miracle of all time. The 
fact that the Holy Prophet prayed and fasted from 
an early age must have helped instil in him an 
aversion to evil. 

The sceptic may say that a poor orphan may be 
too scared to do wrong in a society where patronage 
in all important. Thus the Holy Prophet's refraining 
from evil is not necessarily any proof of virtue. Let 
us see what this poor orphan did when he grew up. 
The Holy Prophet became a merchant, as did most 
people of his town. He had accompanied caravans 
to neighbouring countries from an early age, so he 
had a wealth of experience to draw upon. However, 
there was one thing that Muhammad the Blessed 
offered which was not found in others - honesty; 
and his honesty soon became legendary. It was 
because of the Holy Prophet's business acumen and 
honesty that he was employed as a manager by one 
of the best traders in Makka - a lady by the name 
of Khadija. She was so impressed by young 
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Muhammad that she asked him to marry her. 
Picture the scene, a woman in her forties employs 
a handsome young man in his early twenties and a 
little later asks him to marry her! How many 
Muslims today would like to work for a woman? 
How many would like to work for their wives? 
What motives will we attribute to two people 
marrying under the circumstances described above? 
Most of all, what would our society think of a 
woman who asked a man to marry her? And yet, we 
class ourselves as Ahl-i Sunna or the upholders of 
the tradition of Muhammad (peace be on him). If 
we truly followed the example of our Prophet, we 
would find a lesson for us in his every breath, in 
his every step, in all that the Holy Prophet (peace 
be on him) did or did not do. 

Appointed to prophethood. 

It was after leading such a life, having seen the 
poverty of an orphan to becoming the husband of 
the richest woman in Makka that Hazrat 
Muhammad laid claim to being the Prophet who 
came in fulfilment of his father, prophet Abraham's, 
prayer. As the Holy Quran put it: 

"Our Lord, and raise up in them a Messenger 
from among them who shall recite to them 
Thy messages and teach them the Book and 
the wisdom, and purify them. Surely Thou art 
the Mighty, the Wise." (2:129) 

The Prophet whose advent had been prophesied by 
all the prophets who preceded him: 

"And when Allah made a covenant through 
the prophets: Certainly what I have given you 
of Book and Wisdom - then a Messenger 
comes to you verifying that which is with 
you, you shall believe in him, and you shall 
aid him. He said: Do you affirm and accept 
My compact in this matter? They said: We do 
affirm. He said: Then bear witness, and I 
(too) am of the bearers of witness with you." 
(3:80) 

This is not something new; the same covenant is 
spoken of in the Bible in Acts 3:21. And what did 
the people do when they heard that this prophet had 
appeared. Was there dancing in the streets? Did the 
nations rejoice at the advent of the Saviour? No! 
they ridiculed him, called him mad and told him he 
was a liar. In the words of the Holy Quran, the 
Holy Prophet responded by saying: 
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"Say: If Allah had desired, I could not have 
recited it to you, nor would He have made it 
known to you. I have lived among you a 
lifetime before it. Do you not then under
stand? Who is then more unjust than he who 
forges a lie against Allah or gives lie to His 
messages? Surely the guilty never succeed." 
(10:16,17) 

What a challenge! A man stands before a whole 
nation and tells them to prove that in his forty years 
with them he has uttered a single lie or committed 
one solitary act of dishonesty. We have just fasted 
for a month; the fasts were to have helped us shun 
evil. Can anyone of us claim that during the last 
thirty days we did not utter a single lie? Surely, our 
fasts then did not have the sincerity of purpose 
whereas the Holy Prophet Muhammad's fasting 
showed the result spoken of in the Holy Quran 
because he had the correct motivation. 

Subjected to temptation. 

When the ploy to have people believe that he was 
mad did not succeed, Hazrat Muhammad was 
offered the mastery of all Arabia, unlimited wealth 
and the most beautiful women. Our Prophet (peace 
be on him) responded with: "If you place the sun 
on my right hand and the moon on the left, I shall 
not forsake my mission". This man who was born 
a poor orphan, he does not have any patronage, he 
is married to a woman fifteen years his senior, 
refuses wealth, kingship and women, and holds on 
to the mission entrusted to him by Allah. It was 
fasting that was undertaken with the correct motiva
tion and therefore produced in him this steadfast
ness of purpose. 

Persecution, and the Prophet's response. 

When greed failed to entice the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad from his mission, fear and persecution 
were tried. He was mocked, he was ridiculed, he 
was beaten, he was stoned. His enemies even tried 
to have him killed. How did the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be on him) behave? Let us look 
at some examples. There was a lady in Makka who 
would wait for the Holy Prophet to pass by her 
window every morning. And as he passed, she 
would throw her household rubbish in his face. One 
day as the Holy Prophet went down the street, he 
did not see this woman. He knocked on her door 
and asked her if she was unwell. The Holy Prophet 
(peace be on him) went to Taif, a town near Makka, 
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to preach to the people there. The inhabitants 
stoned the Holy Prophet and his companion, the 
two of them barely escaping with their lives. 
Wounded, bleeding, and exhausted, they hid in an 
oasis outside the town. His companion asked the 
Holy Prophet to pray to Allah to punish the people 
of Taif. The Holy Prophet responded by saying that 
he had not been sent to ask for Allah's punishment 
to fall upon people. 

It may be said that Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be on him) behaved in this manner because he was 
powerless to act otherwise. He was weak. The true 
character of a man is realised when he is in a 
position to extract retribution. Not many years had 
passed when the Holy Prophet Muhammad entered 
Makka at the head of an army. He became the 
master of whole of Arabia. Makka lay at his feet for 
him to do as he pleased. He called together the 
people of Makka and asked them how they expected 
to be treated after having subjected the Holy 
Prophet to years of persecution and torture. Even 
these people responded by saying that they did not 
expect Muhammad (peace be on him) to avenge the 
persecution, torture and even murder of his friends 
and followers. The Holy Prophet declared a general 
amnesty and let every one go in peace. No one was 
forced to embrace Islam. 

Moral development through fasting. 

I have given this brief sketch of the Holy Prophet's 
life here to prove the Holy Quran's statement that 
fasting does indeed keep man away from evil. This 
is the benefit a real Muslim draws from fasting. 
Together with prayer, fasting develops in a man 
colours Divine. But this can only happen if each 
day's fast leads you to new spiritual heights. Fast
ing enhanced the Holy Prophet's patience but when 
we fast we become irritable. Fasting enhanced the 
Holy Prophet's steadfastness so that neither greed 
nor persecution would move him from the right 
path but we do not even perform our ordinary 
duties properly during Ramadaan. Fasting increased 
the Holy Prophet's kindness and gentleness but 
while fasting we treat every one with anger and 
coarseness. The Holy Quran tells us that as a result 
of these devotions the Holy Prophet became so 
close to Allah that he was only two bow-lengths 
away from Him. Does this transformation take place 
in us during Ramadaan? There may be a few of us 
who manage to enter into the real spirit of Rama
daan. But what happens when it's over is another 
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matter. Back we go to our bad old habits. It is as if 

an alcoholic who had been forcibly locked in a 
hospital to dry out is released. As soon as he is 

free, he rushes to the nearest bar. 

Of course, it is excellent that we have fasted. It 

is even better if we have, at least during Ramadaan, 
behaved as a true Muslim should. However, what 
would be truly great if we carried on with such 

behaviour through the rest of the year. Then each 

Ramadaan would act as the next rung of the ladder 

of our spiritual development. Although the fast of 

eating and drinking has come to an end, the fast of 
the mind, the eye, the ear, the tongue, the hand and 
the feet carries on. This is what we find in the life 
of our blessed and beloved Prophet (peace be on 
him). End of Ramadaan is the end of one school 
year, in the next year we should move to the next 
stage of development; not keep on repeating the 
same school year, over and over again, throughout 
our lives. May Allah grant us the strength to follow 
in his footsteps, for if we are true Muslims, then, in 
the words of the Holy Quran, the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be on him) is dearer to us than 
ourselves - Amfn. 'Id Mubtirak!

* * * * * 

Women in Islam 

A Compilation of neglected facts 

by the Editor 

1. Women cited as examples for believers.

"And Allah sets forth an example for those 
who believe - the wife of Pharaoh, when 
she said: My Lord, build for me a house with 
Thee in the Garden and deliver me from 
Pharaoh and his work, and deliver me from 
the unjust people ... And Mary, the daughter 
of Imran, who guarded her chastity, so We 
breathed into him [i.e. the believer for whom 
Mary is an example] of Our inspiration ... " 
(The Holy Quran, 66:11-12) 

Here two women are presented as examples for all 
Muslim believers (men and women). Pharaoh's wife 
typifies the believer who is not yet free from the 
bondage of sin (just as Pharaoh 's wife was subject 
to her evil husband), but prays to be delivered from 
it. Mary typifies the highest grade of believer, who 
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guards himself against all low desires, and therefore 
receives inspiration from God. 

So the Quran has cited two women as examples 
for believers, including men, to emulate. 

2. Women receiving revelation.

Examples of righteous women receiving revelation
from God are given in the Quran:

"And We revealed to the mother of Moses, 
saying: give him [the baby Moses] suck, then 
when you fear for him, cast him into the 
river and fear not, nor grieve ... " (28:7) 

Similarly, God's revelation to Mary is mentioned in 
19:24-26 and 3:42-43. 

Note that the kind of revelation mentioned in 
these passages comes only to those who reach the 
highest rank of closeness to God. 

3. A woman mentioned like prophets.

In eh. 19, just as we have the words "and mention
Abraham in the Book" (v. 41), "and mention Moses
in the Book" (v. 51) etc. to introduce the accounts
of various prophets, we also have: "And mention
Mary in the Book" in exactly the same words.
Similarly, eh. 21 gives examples of various
prophets (verses 51 to 90), and then refers to Mary
in the same way in verse 91. Then the next verse,
referring to the whole group, says:

"Surely this your community is one commu
nity, and I am your Lord, so serve Me." 

4. A woman's complaint heard by Allah.

Ch. 58 begins as follows:

"Allah indeed has heard the plea of her who 
pleads with you (Prophet Muhammad) about 
her husband and complains to Allah." 

So Allah heard a woman's complaint against her 
husband and sent revelation to the Holy Prophet to 
redress her grievance. 

Because of this revelation, this lady used to be 
held in high honour by Companions of the Holy 
Prophet. Once when Umar was Khalifa, while 
walking along with other illustrious Companions, he 
happened to see her. He left this distinguished 
company standing, and went and talked to her at 
length. 

S. A woman ruler in Quran.

The Quran gives the story of Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba. Solomon had a well-organised
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intelligence service. One of his intelligence officers 
brings him news about a neighbouring country as 
follows: 

"I found a woman ruling over them, and she 
has been given of everything and she has a 
mighty throne. I found her and her people 
adoring the sun instead of Allah ... and they 
go not aright." (27:23-24) 

(Note: This was not a bird, as commonly supposed, 
but a man whose name was Hudhud.) What the 
Quran objects to here is not that a woman is ruling 
the country. but that she and her subjects worship 
the sun and do not follow the right path. The Quran 
then tells us how she rules the country: 

"She said: 0 chiefs, advise me respecting my 
affair, I never decide an affair until you are 
in my presence. They said: We [i.e. the 
nation] are possessors of strength and mighty 
prowess. And the command is thine, so 
consider what you will do." (27:32-33) 

So she rules with the counsel of her advisors, 
but "the command is thine": the power of the 
ultimate decision lies with her. The Quran, while 
relating this, raises no objection to this. In fact, it 
appears to commend them for following a principle 
of good government. 

In the subsequent account, Solomon's efforts are 
directed at rescuing her from idolatrous beliefs, and 
when she becomes convinced by his arguments, she 
says: 

"My Lord, surely I have wronged myself, and 
I submit with Solomon to Allah, the Lord of 
the worlds." (27:44) 

She does not submit to Solomon as her lord and 
master, rather she submits to Allah along with 
Solomon, as an equal. 

6. Prophet's wives' contribution to religion.
It is a woman, the Holy Prophet's wife Khadija,
who has the distinction of being the very first
person, man or woman, to believe in his Divine
appointment and become a Muslim. Moreover,
when the Holy Prophet returned home to her after
his first revelation, in a state of great anxiety, she
displayed profound insight into spiritual matters by
being able to recognise that this was indeed a true
experience of revelation. Thus she consoled and
reassured him. This incident shows the accomplish
ment and understanding of a woman in the spiritual
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realm. 

After the Holy Prophet's death, his wives acted 
as teachers of religious knowledge to Muslims. 
Large numbers of people came to them with ques
tions on various matters. A very large number of 
hadith are reported from them, particularly from 
A.'ishah. They did not merely recount to people the 
events of the Holy Prophet's life, but used their 
judgment to draw conclusions and give decisions 
about religious issues. It is estimated that about 
two-thirds of the hadith reports relating to matters 
of the Sharr'ah can be traced to A.'ishah. When the 
compilers of Hadith collected the reports of the 
sayings and actions of the Holy Prophet, and 
checked the suitability of the narrators, they made 
no distinction between a man and a woman. The 
evidence of a woman reporter, that she had heard a 
certain saying from a certain source, was treated as 
being as reliable as that of a male reporter, by the 
collectors of Hadith. 

7. Women correct men in matters of religion.

There are instances in which a woman corrected the
views, on a religious matter, of a man of the stature
and position of Umar, the second Khalifa.

It is recorded in Bukhari that, on his death bed, 
Umar told a man who was weeping over him that 
"the Messenger of Allah said that sometimes the 
deceased is punished on account of the crying of his 
relatives". When A.'ishah was informed of this after 
Umar's death, she said: 

"May Allah have mercy on Umar! By Allah, 
the Messenger of Allah did not say that Allah 
punishes a deceased believer on account of 
the crying of his relatives over him ... The 
Quran is sufficient for you, (it says) No 
bearer of a burden can bear another's 
burden." (Kitab al-Jana' iz, eh. 37) 

So A.'ishah corrected what Umar had reported, by 
referring to a teaching of the Quran. 

Once U mar, as Khalifa, announced that he would 
introduce a certain restriction to do with mahr. A 
woman rose up from among the audience and read 
a verse of the Quran opposed to this idea. Umar 
immediately withdrew his proposal, and said: "The 
women of this city have more understanding than 
Umar." 

8. Prophet appoints woman as imam.
There is a hadith in Sunan Abu Dawud as well as
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Musnad of Ahmad ibn Hanbal that the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad commanded a woman by the name of 
Umm Waraqah that "she should act as imam of the 
people of her house", and she had a mu' azzin in her 
house who was a man. So men of the house prayed 
behind her. 

9. Husband serving wife in house.

A hadith in Bukhari is as follows: "Aswad said: 'I 
asked A 'ishah, What did the Holy Prophet do when 
in his house?' She said: 'He served his wife', 
meaning that he did work for his wife" (10:44). 

10. Position of Women saints.

Tazkirat al-Au/iya' is a famous compilation of the 
lives of Muslim saints, written nearly 800 years ago 
by Farid-ud-Din Attar. It also includes the life of a 
woman saint, the famous Rabia of Basra. Attar 
writes at the start of the section dealing with her 
life: 

"If anyone says, 'Why have you included 
Rabia in the rank of men', my answer is that 
the Prophet himself said: 'God does not 
regard your outward forms'. The root of the 
matter is not form, but intention, as the 
Prophet said: 'Mankind will be raised up 
according to their intentions'. Moreover, if it 
is proper to derive two-thirds of our religion 
from A'ishah (Holy Prophet's wife), surely it 
is permissible to take religious instruction 
from a handmaid of A 'ishah. When a woman 
becomes a 'man' in the path of God, she is a 
man and one cannot anymore call her a 
woman." 

Final comment. 

The above references illustrate the positions which, 
according to Islam, women can not only attain but 
did actually reach. I close with the following 
excerpts from the Holy Quran speaking of equal 
spiritual rank of men and women: 

"And the believers, men and women, are 
friends one of another. They enjoin good and 
forbid evil and keep up prayer and pay the 
Zakat, and obey Allah and His Messenger. 
As for these, Allah will have mercy on 
them .... Allah has promised to the believing 
men and the believing women, gardens 
wherein flow rivers, to abide therein ... that is 
the grand achievement." (9:71-72) 
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"On that day, you will see the believing men 
and the believing women, their light gleam
ing before them and on their right hand. 
Good news for you this day! - gardens 
wherein rivers flow, to abide therein." 
(57:12) 

* * * * * 

Gems from 
the Holy Quran 

by Mirza Abdur-Rahman Baig, U.S.A. 

(Editor's note: The author, an engineer by training, a 
retired diplomat, and son of the late Dr. Mirza Yaqub 
Baig, sent this article specially for 'The Light'.) 

1. Say: He, Allah, is one.
2. Allah is He, on Whom all depend.
3. He begets not, nor is He begotten.
4. And none is like Him.

(Ch. 112, The Unity.) 

All Muslims repeat these important verses 
several times daily in the five prayers, along with 
the seven verses of chapter 1. You might say that 
these two chapters are the gist of the teachings of 
the Quran, and the four verses quoted above are the 
complete answer to the doctrines of Christianity. 

We take pride in the fact that the whole of the 
Holy Quran is complete and entirely intact, exactly 
as it was revealed to the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
some 1400 years ago. No other religion can claim 
the same about its scripture. 

Many in the West say "God is dead"; but we 
Muslims believe He is omnipresent, omnipotent, 
and fully in command and control of the universe. 
He listens to the prayer of the one in distress and 
comes to his or her help. He says that He is nearer 
to us than our jugular vein, and that He knows the 
secrets of our hearts. 

As clarified in the verses quoted above, He 
needs no help. He gives the order "Be" and it 
happens! No one can fathom how His power is 
mechanised. The world's greatest scientists do not 
know what makes the human body tick. They do 
not even know, to this day, what are the functions 
of all the parts of the human brain? How do the 
various chemical and electrical impulses go to work 
in the human body? Where are all the facts and 
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figures stored in our computer, the brain, for future 
reference as necessary? How can it produce the 
complete picture on the screen of our brain? We 
merely have to think of Time Square, New York, 
Piccadilly Circus, London, or your favourite haunt 
in your home town, and the complete picture 
appears in your head! 

It was only recently that our scientists learnt 
about the genes, the carriers of heredity functions. 
Yet the modem scientists, instead of accepting the 
control of the Supreme Being over everything, have 
become naturalists or atheists. However, we are 
hopeful that one day, possibly soon, all will accept 
the inescapable beauties and wisdom contained in 
the Holy Book of the Muslims, the last Book 
revealed by God for the benefit of the whole world. 

Islam is the religion of peace, and the word 
Muslim means 'absolute submission to the will of 
God'. 

* * * * * 

Reply to a Christian Critic 

Ishmael was Abraham's heir 

by the Editor 

(Note: The veteran worker Mr. Majeed Ali recently 
received a letter from an ardent advocate of Christianity, 
raising objections regarding several points mentioned in 
Islamic literature which Mr. Ali distributes. I was asked to 
reply to the letter, and given below is the part of the reply 
dealing with the question whether Ishmael was Abraham's 
spiritual heir and the son he was ordered to sacrifice.) 

Christians are certainly in no position to discuss 
this matter since they have discarded the covenant 
of God with Abraham given in Genesis as follows: 

"This is my covenant, which you shall keep, 
between me and you and your descendants 
after you: every male among you shall be 
circumcised.... So shall my covenant be in 
your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any 
uncircumcised male ... shall be cut off from 
his people; he has broken my covenant." 
(17:10-14) 

So the Christians have violated Abraham's coven
ant, which was meant to be everlasting, and are 
therefore not his people at all, and have no right to 
discuss who was, or was not, his heir. 
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Your objection: The sacrifice story in chapter 37 of 
the Quran does not mention the name of the son, 
and there is no word in the text which distinguishes 
between that story, in verses 101-107, and the 
subsequent mention of Isaac in verses 112-113. 

Answer: The order of the events described makes it 
abundantly clear that it was Ishmael who is meant 
in the sacrifice episode. Verse 101 says: 

"So We gave him (Abraham) the good news 
of a forbearing son." 

Immediately following this is the . incident of the 
sacrifice: 

"When he became of age to work with him, 
he said: 0 my son I have seen in a dream 
that I should sacrifice thee ... " (v. 102) 

The sacrifice story is concluded in verses 107-111: 

"And We ransomed him with a great sacri
fice. And We granted him among the later 
generations (the salutation), peace be to 
Abraham .... " 

And it is after this, in verse 112, that the news of 
Isaac's birth is given: 

"And We gave him the good news of Isaac, 
a prophet, a righteous one." 

It is patently obvious that the son whose news is 
given in verse 101 (and whose sacrifice is related in 
verses 102 onwards) is the one before Isaac, i.e. 
Ishmael. 

It was only the descendants of Ishmael, i.e. the 
Arabs, who kept up the memory of this sacrifice, in 
the annual pilgrimage to Makka. 

Your objection: "29:27 says that prophethood and 
the scripture are only to be found in Isaac's and 
Jacob's line with the Children of Israel". 

Answer: This verse says about Abraham: "And We 
granted him Isaac and Jacob, and ordained prophet
hood and the Book among his seed". His seed

includes Ishmael and his progeny. In several places 
in the Quran, Ishmael is clearly described as a 
prophet. See 2:136; 3:83; 4:163; 6:87; 19:54-55; 
21:85; and 38:48. In almost all these places, or near 
them, Isaac is mentioned as well in the same words. 
Therefore, Ishmael was a prophet in the same way 
as Isaac was. 

In some of the above and also other verses, 
Ishmael is mentioned before Isaac. It says: 
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"Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac" in.2:133, 136, 
140; 3:83; and 4:163, and: "Praise be to Allah, Who 
has given me, in old age, Ishmael and Isaac" in 
14:39. 

Your objection: "Why did Allah not clarify the 
matter by adding that from Ishmael' s seed too there 
would one day rise a prophet!" 

Answer: This is clearly stated in the account given 
in 2:124-129. 

"We enjoined Abraham and Ishmael, saying: 
Purify My House ... and when Abraham and 
Ishmael raised the foundations of the House, 
praying: Our Lord, accept from us, ... Our 
Lord, and make us both submissive to Thee 
(or Muslims) and from our offspring a nation 
submissive to Thee ... Our Lord, and raise up 
in them (i.e. our offspring) a messenger from 
among them who shall recite to them Thy 
messages and shall teach them the Book and 
the wisdom, and shall purify them." 

There is no mention whatsoever of Isaac here. I 
need not comment further. 

You then mention an ancient custom according 
to which the maidservant, having borne the master 
a child, could be turned from wife again into a 
servant, and the child disinherited, if the first wife 
became able to bear children. Was this a just 
custom, and do you approve of it? Could a man 
(Abraham) to whom God said: "I will make of you 
a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great" (Genesis 12:2), perpetrate such an act 
of injustice? And remember that it was God Him
self Who caused Sarah, at her advanced age, to be 
able to bear a child (Genesis 17:16). Therefore, if 
your view is accepted, it means that the God of the 
Bible first allowed Abraham to take Hagar as wife 
and give birth to a promised son (Genesis 16:11), 
and the same God then miraculously caused Sarah 
to have a son as well, fully knowing that Hagar 
would now be reduced back to servitude and the 
innocent child Ishmael would be disinherited! Is 
this your concept of God? 

(I believe that this kind of abominable practice 
was indulged in by the Christian slave owners of 
the southern states of the U.S.A. The master would 
have sexual relations with his slave-girls, and still 
treat them and their offspring as slaves. I suppose 
that this lustful exploitation can be justified on the 
basis of the interpretation you have given to the 
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Biblical story of Abraham, Hagar and Ishmael.) 
To revert to the subject, if Ishmael was "disin

herited", why did God say to Abraham: "As for 
Ishmael, I have heard you; I will bless him and 
make him fruitful and multiply him exceedingly ... 
I will make him a great nation" (Genesis 17:20), 
and: "And I will make a nation of the son of the 
slave woman also, because he is your offspring" 
(Genesis 21:13) ? 

Finally, you mention that rules can be set aside 
in special cases with divine approval, and allege 
that in Islam too there are certain laws such as the 
limit of the number of wives which did not apply to 
the Holy Prophet. In the Holy Prophet's case, he 
was only allowed to retain the wives he had already 
married before the limit of four was revealed; not 
that he could go on marrying over this limit after it 
had been imposed. This permission was given 
because of the special position his wives hold in the 
religion of Islam, so that their status would not be 
reduced (which would be the effect of divorce). But 
what you assert happened in the case of Hagar and 
Ishmael had the opposite effect, i.e. it reduced their 
status! 

You mention the case of Jacob as an example of 
divine approval to set aside the normal rule of 
inheritance. But Jacob, according to the Bible, used 
blackmail to buy the birth-right from Esau (Genesis 
25:29-34), and deception and falsehood to get the 
blessing from Isaac (Genesis, eh. 27). Isaac said to 
Esau: "Your brother came with guile, and he has 
taken away your blessing" (27:35). Are you proud 
of prophethood passing only to Jacob's line, which 
according to the Bible was acquired by telling lies? 
And what kind of concept of God does the Bible 
present, as one who (Allah forbid) bestows pro
phethood on the basis of deception and falsehood? 

* * * * * 

Letter from Nigeria 

New member joins Movement 

(Editor's note: Given below are extracts from a Jetter 
received from lbadan, Nigeria, at our London centre.) 

I hereby whole-heartedly declare to be a member of 
your movement for the service of Islam .... 

Glory to Almighty Allah for guiding me to come 
across your publication The Ahmadiyya Movement.
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From there I know your Movement has the same 
doctrines as my former one, Ahmadiyya Movement 
in Islam, Nigeria. Having gone through the book 
and some other publications you sent me, i.e., The 
Prophet of Islam, Ahmadiyyat in the service of 
Islam, The Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, 
Testimony of the Holy Quran, and The Religion of 
I slam, I then realized that I have been missing a lot 
about Islam as well as the Ahmadiyya Movement in 
Islam. It was this that gears me up to solemnly 
declare to join Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam, 
so as to increase my knowledge about Islam, as 
well as being able to put it into practice .... 

Please send me the bai 'at form and other things 
for initiation into the Movement. 

* * * * * 

The "Decade of 
Evangelism" 

Why Muslims are vulnerable 

Letter to Dr. Zaki Bada wi 

by Salim Ahmad, England 

(Editor's note: Reproduced below is a letter to Dr. Badawi, 
Principal of the Muslim College, London, sent in May.) 

Dear brother-in-Islam, 

Assalamu Alaikum, 

I read recently that certain Christian clergymen 
have launched what they call a "decade of evangel
ism" and intend to make Muslims a special target 
for conversion. I have also read that you have 
raised this issue in public. 

I am an English Muslim from a Christian back
ground and therefore have personal experience of 
both sides of the matter. 

Christian missionaries have been trying to 
convert Muslims for some two centuries. The 
"decade of evangelism" is nothing new. It is even 
something to be expected in a country where 
Muslims are a minority among Christians. Why 
should they not try to persuade this minority to join 
them? 

If Muslims did not feel vulnerable for lack of 
rational arguments in the face of Christian propa-
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ganda they would be able to take such matters as 
the "decade of evangelism" in their stride. Cur
iously, there is less protest from Jews, Hindus, 
Sikhs and Buddhists, which suggests that these 
groups feel better equipped and less vulnerable. 

Christians see Muslims as a particular threat 
because Islam is the one religion revealed expressly 
to the whole of mankind and because Muslims 
regard Hazrat Isa (Jesus) as a prophet and a human 
being, and do not equate him with Allah. 

Muslims, for their part, are vulnerable because 
they have imbibed false stories and fanciful inven
tions about the Holy Prophet which have been 
incorporated into commentaries on the Holy Quran 
and into histories of Islam by Muslims themselves 
- for example, the story of the "satanic verses", or
tales which depict the Holy Prophet as favouring
the murder of his opponents. They believe these
stories while ignoring the clear guidance of the
Holy Quran and authentic ahadith, or the opinion of
sound Muslim historians who have rejected them.
Because of such errors - and most of the learned
Islamic leaders in our own time still hold fast to
them - Christians can depict Islam as a religion of
violence and oppression, opportunism and base
passion, and hold their religion up as a religion of
reason, selflessness and peace.

Muslims are most vulnerable because they have 
accepted the Christian belief that Hazrat Isa was 
physically raised to heaven and will return to earth 
in person in the same physical form. They also 
regard Hazrat Isa as a great dispenser of miracles, 
whereas the Holy Prophet himself refused to per
form any miracle. 

It is easy for Christians, using Muslims sources, 
to portray Jesus Christ as superior to the Holy 
Prophet and to argue that if Muslims already agree 
this much with Christianity they might as well go 
the whole way. For example, they will point out 
from the Holy Quran that all humans are to taste 
death and only Allah is Ever-Living, and conclude 
that Jesus, since he is still alive, must be God. 

As the former Shaikh-ul-Azhar, Shaikh Mahmud 
Shaltut, recognized: "There is nothing in the Holy 
Quran, nor in the sacred traditions of the Holy 
Prophet, which endorses the belief, to the satisfac
tion of one's heart, that Jesus was taken up to 
heaven with his physical body and is alive there 
even now, and would descend therefrom in the 
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latter days". In the case of those ahadith that speak 
of Hazrat Isa coming at some future time, it is not 
necessary to concur with those Muslims who reject 
Hadith on principle, but it is necessary to recognize 
that there are serious difficulties if these reports are 
taken literally. This not only leads to inconsistency 
and absurdity but also plays into the hands of 
Christian propagandists. 

Muslims are vulnerable, again, because they fail 
to take to heart the fact that Islam is not merely a 
set of rules, but a means for the refinement of the 
soul. Christians can, therefore, preach that Islam is 
a hollow faith and that Christianity alone can save 
the soul of man. 

Muslims are vulnerable because they believe that 
Islam is like the citizenship of a political state or 
membership in a professional association rather 
than something based upon the brotherhood of 

. . . Islam is not merely a set 
of rules, but. a means for 
the refinement of the soul 

. . . a movement for the 
reform and welfare of 

mankind 

believers, and because each faction claims the right 
to decide who is and who is not a citizen or 
member. Muslims fail to see Islam as a movement 
for the reform and welfare of mankind and indulge 
in calling each other kafir. This is a weakness that 
Christians will exploit. 

The right response to the "decade of evangel
ism", then, is not to protest that it is unfair or 
unjust, or that Christians have no right to preach 
Christianity, but for Muslims to seek out the true 
meaning of Islam, to apply it in practice, and to 
face the Christian missionaries with logical argu
ments based on sound knowledge. 

I have no doubt that the promise of the Holy 
Quran is true and Islam shall prevail. However, it 
will not be an "Islam" obsessed with petty rules 
such as the lengths of beards, or negative attitudes, 
whereby a minority of Ulama attempt to control the 
community through threats of excommunication. 
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Differences in belief of 
Lahore Ahmadis and 

Qadianis 

Reasons for the Split 

excerpts compiled by the Editor 

15 

It is very frequently asked, What are the differences 
of belief between the Lahore Ahmadis and the 
Qadianis, and what were the reasons which led to a 
Split within the Ahmadiyya Movement in the year 
1914. The answers are quite clear.and simple. Let 
us first give the observations, made at that very 
time, by the renowned Muslim religious scholar and 
journalist, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (who many 
years later held high office in the Indian govern
ment). The following is what he reported in his 
newspaper,A/-Hila/, in its issue for25 March 1914: 

"For some time, there were two parties in 
this Jama'at, on the issue of takffr. One 
group believed that non-Ahmadi Muslims are 
Muslims, even though they may not acknow
ledge Mirza sahib's claims. The other group, 
however, stated clearly and plainly that those 
people who do not believe in Mirza sahib are 
definitely kafir - inna li-llahi wa inna 
ilai-hi raji'un. 

"The head of the latter group is Mirza 
Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, and they 
have now declared him to be their khalifa, 
but the first group does not accept this. The 
writing published in this connection by 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, and the wonderful 
courage with which he has stayed in Qadian 
to express his belief, is truly an event which 
shall ever be regarded as a memorable event 
of this year." 

The reason for the split is clearly given here. 
Shortly afterwards, in 1918, Maulana Muhammad 
Ali wrote a booklet in English entitled The Split, 
about the doctrinal differences which caused the 
breach. It begins as follows: 

, This is the fourth tract of the series of tracts 
on the Ahmadiyya movement, and it deals 
with the division in the movement which was 
brought about on the death of Maulvi Nur
ud-Din on the 13th March 1914, though the 
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seed of it was sown, as the following pages 
will show, about three years earlier. I have 
been compelled to deal with this internal dif
ference in a separate tract, as a great miscon
ception prevails as to the true reasons of the 
split which is due, not to a desire to work 
separately, but to far-reaching differences on 
the cardinal principles of the religion of 
Islam. Mirza Mahmud Ahmad, a son of the 
Founder of the movement, who is the present 
head of the Qadian section of the community, 
began to drift away from the basic principles 
of the Islamic faith about three years after 
the death of the Promised Messiah, going so 
far as to declare plainly that the hundreds of 
million� of Muslims, living in the world, 
should be no more treated as Muslims. He 
has laid down the basis of creating a breach 
with Islam itself, seeking to lay with the 
Ahmadiyya movement, which was a move
ment strictly within the circle of Islam, 
foundations of a new religion altogether., 

A few pages further on, the Maulana writes: 

, The Promised Messiah died in 1908, and 
soon after his death opposition to him began 
to mellow down, his own verbal assurances 
in 1908 in big respectable gatherings in 
Lahore immediately before his death going a 
long way to remove the misconception spread 
by the Maulvis. Yet only six years had 
elapsed, when his own son, Mirza Mahmud 
Ahmad, misled into a wrong belief by some 
youthful members of the community, began 
to promulgate the doctrine that Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad was actually a prophet, that 
he was in fact the Ahmad spoken of in Jesus' 
prophecy referred to in the Holy Quran in 
61:6, and that all those Muslims who had not 
entered into his bai'at formally wherever 
they might be living in the world were kiifirs, 
outside the pale of Islam, even though they 
may not have heard the name of the Pro
mised Messiah, and that the confession of the 
Unity of God and of the apostleship of the 
Prophet Muhammad did no more serve the 
purpose of bringing non-Muslims into the 
circle of Islam which it had served for the 
last thirteen hundred years. , (pp. 9, l 0) 

Near the close of the booklet, he sums up: 

, The basis of the religion taught by the Holy 
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Prophet Muhammad is the simple formula of 
faith La ilaha ilia-Allah, Muhammad-ur 

rasu/-ullah, i.e. there is no god but Allah and 
Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah. When a 
non-Muslim accepts Islam, he has to confess 
his faith in the above formula. This formula 
is, therefore, the basis of the religion of 
Islam, the foundation on which the super
structure of Islam is erected, and for the last 
thirteen hundred years it has served that 
purpose. But according to Mirza Mahmud 
Ahmad no one can now enter Islam who 
simply professes his faith in that formula; a 
new prophet has arisen and faith in him only 
can make a man enter into the circle of 
Islam. Even those old Muslims who pro
fessed the formula of faith have been turned, 
bag and baggage, out of the circle of Islam. 
. . . We are told by Mirza Mahmud Ahmad 
that just as after the appearance of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad faith in Jesus and the 
earlier apostles did not avail, so now after the 
appearance of a prophet, Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, faith in Muhammad and the earlier 
prophets does not avail. , (pp. 150, 151) 

Confirmation by Mirza Mahmud Ahmad. 

Mirza Mahmud Ahmad wrote a book in reply to the 
Maulana's tract quoted above, in which he con
firmed that these indeed were the beliefs he held 
and preached. This reply was first published in 
Urdu under the title A' inah-i Sadaqat, and then 
translated into English and published in 1924 as 
The Truth about the Split. We quote below from the 
third edition (published 1965) of the English book. 
Referring to the Maulana's statement quoted above, 
about the changes in his (Mirza Mahmud Ahmad's) 
beliefs, he declares: 

"These changes, according to Maulvi 
Muhammad Ali, relate to three matters: 
(1) that I propagated the belief that Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was actually a Nabi;
(2) the belief that he was •the Ahmad'
spoken of in the prophecy of Jesus referred
to in the Holy Quran in 61:6; and (3) the
belief that all those so-called Muslims who
have not entered into his Bai'at formally,
wherever they may be, are Kafirs and outside
the pale of Islam, even though they may not
have heard the name of the Promised
Messiah.
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"That these beliefs have my full concurrence, 
I readily admit. What I deny is the statement 
that I have been entertaining these views 
since 1914 or only three or four years 
before." (pp. 55, 56) 

In the same book, Mirza Mahmud Ahmad 
summarises an earlier article of his, published in 
April 1911, which had sparked off the doctrinal 
differences that led to the Split. He explains: 

"Regarding the main subject of my article, I 
wrote that as we believed the Promised 
Messiah to be one of the prophets of God, we 
could not possibly regard his deniers as 
Muslims." (pp. 137, 138) 

And he writes that he had drawn the following 
conclusion in the article: 

"... not only are those deemed to be Kajirs 
who openly style the Promised Messiah as 
Kajir, and those who, although they do not 
style him thus, decline still to accept his 
claim, but even those who, in their hearts, 
believe the Promised Messiah to be true, and 
do not even deny him with their tongues, but 
hesitate to enter into his Bai'at, have here 
been adjudged to be Kafirs." (pp. 139, 140) 

In his book Anwar-i Khilafat, published in 1916, 
Mirza Mahmud Ahmad wrote: 

"It is our duty that we must not consider 
non-Ahmadis as Muslims, and we must not 
pray following them, because we believe that 
they are denying a prophet of Almighty 
God." (p. 90) 

Funeral prayers for other Muslims prohibited. 

As the Islamic funeral prayers can only be held for 
a Muslim deceased, Mirza Mahmud Ahmad forbade 
his followers from holding such prayers for anyone 
who did not belong to their movement. He wrote: 

"Now another question remains, that is, as 
non-Ahmadis are deniers of the Promised 
Messiah, this is why funeral prayers for them 
must not be offered, but if a young child of 
a non-Ahmadi dies, why should not his 
funeral prayers be offered? He did not call 
the Promised Messiah as kiifir. I ask those 
who raise this question, that if this argument 
is correct, then why are not funeral prayers 
offered for the children of Hindus and Chris-
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tians, and how many people say their funeral 
prayers? The fact is that, according to the 
Shari"'ah, the religion of the child is the same 
as the religion of the parents. So a 
non-Ahmadi's child is also a non-Ahmadi, 
and his funeral prayers must not be said. . .. 

"This leaves the question that if a man who 
believes Hazrat Mirza sahib to be true but 
has not yet taken the bai'at, or is still think
ing about Ahmadiyyat, and he dies in this 
condition, it is possible that God may not 
punish him. But the decisions of the Shari"' ah 
are based on what is outwardly visible. So 
we must do the same thing about him, and 
not offer funeral prayers for him." (Anwar-i 
Khilafat, pp. 91-93) 

According to this statement, all those Muslims who 
are not Mirza Mahmud Ahmad's followers belong 
to the same category as Hindus or Christians. 

Another statement by M. Muhammad Ali. 

Near the end of his life, Maulana Muhammad Ali 
wrote an Urdu booklet in 1949, addressed to "every 
Qadiani and every other Muslim". He begins it with 
a summarised account of the split, as follows: 

, In 1914 we separated from Qadian and laid 
the foundation in Lahore of the Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman Isha'at Islam. The only reason for 
this was that we did not consider to be 
correct the belief of the present Qadiani 
Khalifa that all non-Ahmadi Muslims are 
kafir and outside the fold of Islam. This 
belief was opposed to the clear teachings and 
the practice of the Founder of the Movement 
himself, as well as against the plain teachings 
of the Quran and Hadith. 

, In the last days of the illness of Maulana 
Nur-ud-Din, this issue had become such a 
subject of division in the Jama'at that Mirza 
Mahmud Ahmad announced to a separate 
meeting, which he convened during the 
annual gathering of December 1913, that 
even if swords were placed on both sides of 
his neck, he would not desist from calling 
non-Ahmadis as kiifir. When this news 
reached Maulana Nur-ud-Din ... he instructed 
me to write an article on the issue of Kufr 
and Islam, and he told me its basic principle 
which was that our classical scholars held 
that if there are ninety-nine reasons for kufr 
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in a man, and one reason for Islam, he still 
would not be called a kiifir but a Muslim. 

, On another occasion, he said in a gathering, 
in the presence of Mirza Mahmud Ahmad: 
"There are many people who do not under
stand this question of kufr and Islam, even 
our Mian [i.e. Mirza Mahmud Ahmad] has 
not understood it". 

, I then wrote the article and read it to 
Maulana Nur-ud-Din, and later on it was 
published. 

, After Maulana Nur-ud-Din's death, I tried to 
get the Mian sahib to come to an agreement, 
so that a split in the Jama'at could be 
avoided. But Mian sahib did not agree to any 
of my proposals. One proposal was that a 
meeting of the learned men of the Jama'at 
should be convened and each side should 
present its case before them. Then whichever 
side was adjudged to be right by the majo
rity, its view should become the belief of the 
Jama'at, so that it could stay united. But 
Mian sahib was insistent that, although we 
could hold our belief in private that all those 
who profess the Kalima are Muslims, we 
would not be allowed to express it. This was 
impossible for us. So we refused to accept 
him as Khalifa and to take his bai' at. We 
decided to continue the work of the propaga
tion of Islam, even if it meant leaving 
Qadian. Even then we did not make a sepa
rate Jama'at, and after the split I stayed in 
Qadian for more than a month in an effort to 
see if we could work together. But, at last, 
seeing the situation deteriorate even further, 
I came to Lahore from Qadian around 20 
April 1914. , 

* * * * * 

Introduction to Islam 

Serialization of basic questions 

by the Editor 

BOOKS OF GOD 

43. What is a Book of God?

To the various Prophets that God sent for people's
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guidance, He revealed His teachings. The Prophets 
made this revelation public, and their followers 
learnt it and passed it down to their children, and 
they in turn passed it down to the next generation, 
and so on. This is how we come to have the 'scrip
tures' or 'holy books' of various religions today. 
Islam calls the original revelations of the Prophets 
as "Books of God" because they were meant to be 
preserved in a collected form (whether orally or 
written, or both). 

44. Please name some of the Books of God which
exist today?

The revelations granted by God to the Prophets
before the Holy Prophet Muhammad, such as
Moses, Jesus, Krishna, and Buddha, cannot be
found today in their full and original form. How
ever, the present-day scriptures of the followers of
these great prophets do contain some fragments of
the original teachings, although they are mixed up
with later additions and interpretations. Some of
these scriptures are: The Torah (Old Testament) of
the Jews; the Bible (including the Gospels) of the
Christians; the Vedas of the Hindus; and the Zend
Avesta of the Zoroastrians.

On the other hand, the word of God that came to 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad is to be found fully 
intact and completely preserved in the Muslim 
scripture, which is known as the Quran. 

45. Do Muslims have to believe in Divine scriptures
other than their own?

Muslims have to believe that the original teachings
of all the Prophets, including Moses, Jesus, the
Prophets of India, those of China, etc., were
revealed by God. On that basis, they respect the
scriptures of other religions because some of the
original revelations can still be found in them. So
Muslims are required to believe that the religions
that came before Islam, such as Judaism, Chris
tianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc., contain many
truths, even as they exist today.

46. In what relation does the Holy Quran stand to
other Divine Scriptures?

The Holy Quran claims to be:

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

a "verifier" of previous scriptures, 

a "guardian" over them, 

a "judge" to decide their differences, 

to "make manifest" and "perfect" their 
teachings. 
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47. Please explain the four points above a little

further.

a) The Holy Quran verifies that all the scriptures

revealed to various nations of the world are of
Divine origin.

b) It has guarded and preserved those of their
original teachings that were of permanent appli

cation, after these had become obscure due to loss
and alteration in their texts.

c) All scriptures were from God, but they had

* * 
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changed so much as to become totally different 

from each other, even in terms of their basic teach
ings. The Holy Quran came as a "judge" to decide 
these differences, and to sort out the original 

teachings from later changes. 

d) The Holy Quran shed full light on all essentials
of faith, many of which had not been fully dealt

with in the earlier scriptures. It also replaced those
of their teachings which were only local or tempo

rary by perfect and universal teachings applicable to

all nations and all times.

* * *

Historical group photo from the 1930s showing 

prominent figures of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement 

with two distinguished converts to I slam 

Seated, left to right: Dr. Basharat Ahmad, Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Husain Shah, Maulana Muhammad Ali, 
Baron Umar Ehrenfels (Austrian convert to Islam), Mr. Khalid Latif Gauba (Hindu convert to 
Islam), and Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig. 
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"Probably no man living has done longer or 
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Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
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and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement." 
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The New World Order. 
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by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

The Ahmadiyya Case. Pp. 350 

Full details of the court case in 1985 in which the 
beliefs of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad were proved 
to be fully Islamic. 

Ahmadiyyat in the service of Islam. 
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