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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, our Founder, arose to remind 
the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self
defence. Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule 
which accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence 
of thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words la 
i/aha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasul Allah {There is no god 
but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a 
Muslim. A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 

England. 

Holland. 

India. 

Australia. 

Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 

Germany. 

South Africa. 

Indonesia. 

Fiji. 

Guyana. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as 
well. In Berlin, it has a large historical 
mosque constructed in the mid- l 920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 

after Holy Prophet Muhammad's 
other famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, 
an eminent doctor and religious scholar, 
has led the Movement, at a time when it 
faces intense persecution and opposition. 
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Message of peace between 
Muslims and Hindus 

Mutual respect for each other's faiths 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(Note: Present events in India show the tragic depth of 
hostility that has long existed between the Muslim and 
Hindu communities of the South Asian sub-continent, 
which every so often leads to widespread violence and 
bloodshed. Various political means of solving this deep
seated problem, such as the partition of British India or 
the establishment of a secular state in the republic of 
India, have all failed. 

A religious solution was proposed in May 1908 by 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, in the closing days of his 
life during his stay in the city of Lahore. He wrote his 
proposals, for a lasting peace between Muslims and 
Hindus, in the form of a public lecture entitled 'Paigham-i 
Sulh' or 'The Message of Peace', to be delivered on 31 
May 1908. However, having completed the bulk of his 
message, Hazrat Mirza died on 26 May. In the event, his 
followers decided to proceed with the lecture, re-arrang
ing it for 21 June. On that date, Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din 
read out the lecture at University Hall, Lahore, in a mixed 
gathering of several thousand Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs 
and Christians. An English translation of the lecture was 
also produced at the time, extracts from which are given 
in the form of the article below. However, to do proper 
justice to the original and grand ideas contained in the 
paper, and to appreciate its inspiring flavour, the booklet 
must be studied in its entirety.) 

Friends! all of us whether Hindus or Muslims, 
notwithstanding hundreds of differences, are one in 
believing in God as the Creator and Master of the 
world. Moreover, our cause is common not only 
because we are all human beings, but also because, 
as we are inhabitants of one and the same land, we 
are related as neighbours to one another. It is but 
proper, therefore, that we should live as true and 
sincere friends, and sympathise with one another, 
irt difficulties both temporal and spiritual, and act 
as parts of one whole, and limbs of one body. 

Broad sympathy. 

My dear countrymen, that religion is no religion 
which does not inculcate broad sympathy, nor does 
that man deserve to be called man who does not 
have a sympathetic soul within him. God has not 
withheld His bounty from any people. The powers 
and faculties which He bestowed on the ancient 
peoples of India, have also been bestowed on the 
Arabs, the Persians, the Syrians, the Chinese, the 
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Japanese, the Europeans and the Americans. For all 
of them, the earth of God serves as a floor, and for 
all of them the sun, the moon, and the stars give 
their light, and perform such other functions as God 
has charged them with. All of them derive benefit 
from the air, water, fire, earth and other things 
created by God, and all of them use the produce of 
the earth, its corn and its herbs, its flowers and its 
fruits. These liberal ways of God teach us that we 
also should do good to all mankind and should not 
have a cramped outlook, or a confined sympathy. 

My friends, know it for certain that if any 
people should fail to honour the divine example, 
and fail to shape its conduct in accordance with 
this pure example, then that people shall soon be 
destroyed, and the evil consequences of their 
transgression shall be visited not only on them
selves, but also on their unborn generations. Ever 
since the world came into existence, the righteous 
ones of all lands have proclaimed that man sur
vives by cultivating the fine attributes of God, and 
that both the physical and spiritual life of man 
depend on his conformity to Divine morals from 
which all peace is to be obtained. 

God of all the worlds. 

The Holy Quran opens with the very verse which 
teaches this broad doctrine: "Praise be to Allah, the 
Lord of all the worlds" (1:1). The 'worlds' include 
all the different peoples, different ages, and differ
ent countries. That the opening verse of the Holy 
Quran should embody such breadth of view is a 
reply to those nations who limit, each to itself, the 
universal bounty and providence of God, who 
regard other peoples as though they were not a 
creation of God, or as though, having once been 
created, they have since been forsaken and forgot
ten completely by Him. Jews and Christians, for 
instance, believe to this day that all the prophets 
and teachers that have appeared in the world have 
come only among the Israelites. Towards other 
peoples, God has been so unfavourably disposed 
that, finding them in error and ignorance, He has 
not cared or moved for them. 

Beliefs similar to these are entertained by the 
Arya Samaj. They believe that Divine revelation 
never went beyond the confines of India. It is from 
this land, they hold, that the four rishis are raised, 
again and again. It is only the Vedas which are 
revealed time after time, and Verlie Sanskrit is the 
only language employed by God for the expression 
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of His will. 

It is to refute such erroneous doctrines that 
Almighty God has opened the Holy Quran with the 
verse: "Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds". 
In many places in the Holy Book, He has warned 
us against the belief that prophets have been raised 
from out of only one nation, or been sent only to 
one country. God has not excluded any people or 
country from the distribution of His spiritual 
bounty. And this is a point which in the Holy 
Quran has been brought home by many appropriate 
examples. Just as Almighty God has been pro
viding for the physical needs of every country, so 
also has He been providing for the spiritual susten
ance of every country. In one place, for instance, 
the Holy Quran says: "There is not a people but a 
warner was raised among them" (35:24). 

Message of peace. 

Divine bounty being so broad, it behoves us to 
imitate it. It is to invite you to do so, friends and 
countrymen, that I address you this appeal which I 
have called a Message of Peace. Friends! the life 
hereafter remains obscure to most people, and the 
secret of it is revealed only to those who are conse
crated to higher things. But the good or evil that 
pertains to this life can be seen by everyone who 
cares. 

We all know that unity can remove difficulties 
which are impossible to remove otherwise. It does 
not become any of us, therefore, to deny ourselves 
the blessings of unity. Hindus and Muslims are two 
communities about whom it is impossible to say 
that either of them can, at any time, turn the other 
out of the country. On the other hand, the ties 
which unite them are so strong that it is impossible 
now to cut them asunder. If one is visited by any 
general affliction, the other cannot afford to stand 
aside with folded arms, but must suffer along with 
it. If one does not sympathise with the other, then 
it also shall have no sympathy from the other. If an 
individual belonging to one of the two communities 
does anything to harm the other, he behaves like 
one who cuts off the branch upon which he himself 
sits. Friends! you are now enlightened, and it is 
time you cleared your hearts of all hatred, and 
advanced in mutual goodwill and friendliness. It is 
time that unkindness gave way to charity. 

I invite you to peace at a time when peace is 
urgently needed. Disaster after disaster has come 
into the world. Almighty God has even told me 
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that if the world does not repent of its evil ways 
and does not forsake them all, disasters yet more 
terrible will visit our globe. Beware, therefore, my 
fellow countrymen, and take care before the time 
arrives. Let Hindu and Muslim communities make 
peace between them. If one of them is doing to the 
other any wrong which prevents this peace, let it at 
once give up the wrong, or else it shall be respon
sible for all the ill-feeling between the two. 

It may be asked, How can there be unity when 
religious differences are making the gulf wider and 
wider everyday? But I say in reply that a genuine 
religious difference should be inspired only by 
reasonable considerations. Why has man been 
endowed with reason if he is not to see that what 
he believes or does is in accordance with reason 
and the proclamations of observed and experienced 
fact? As soon as this is realised, it will be seen that 
minor differences cannot disunite us. Only those 
differences can disunite us which lead one party to 
vilify the honoured Founder of another or which 
lead it to denounce the holy Book of another. 

A country cannot have peace when different 
communities inhabiting it attack and abuse the 
religious leaders of one another, and two communi
ties cannot live in harmony with each other when 
one or each speaks insultingly of the spiritual 
teachers of the other. Every man must have his 
feelings stirred when he hears his prophet or 
founder insulted. Particularly Muslims are a people 
who, without calling their Holy Prophet as God or 
son of God, believe him to be greater than all 
righteous men that were ever born of woman. 

Muslim attitude. 

We Muslims, on our part, never speak dis
respectfully of the prophets of other communities. 
On the other hand, our belief is that spiritual 
leaders who ever lived on this earth, who have 
been accepted by many millions of men, who have 
won the respect of a large portion of humanity and 
have been held in esteem for a very long time, 
were one and all true prophets of God, these 
circumstances alone being a sufficient evidence for 
us of their truth. If they had not been sent by God, 
they would not have found acceptance with so 
many millions of men. God never grants to others 
the honour which He gives to His chosen ones. If 
an imposter sits in the seat of the elect of God, he 
is soon brought to naught. 

It is on this principle that we regard the Vedas 
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as from God, and believe the Rishis to have been 
holy and sacred. It is true that the teachings con
tained in the Vedas have failed to promote the 
worship of the One God, nor were they suited to do 
so. Idolaters, fire-worshippers, sun-worshippers, 
Ganges-worshippers, polytheists, followers of 
Jainism, and professors of the Shakat Mat, in short 
all sects of Hinduism that are to be found in India 
base their respective creeds on the Vedas, the 
Vedas apparently being capable of all these diver
gent interpretations. Still our own belief, according 
to the Quranic teaching, is that the Vedas are not 
a fabrication of man, for a human fabrication does 
not have the power to draw millions of men to 
itself and to establish a system that can endure for 
ages. 

Perfect peace. 

If, in order to have perfect peace, the Hindus and 
the Arya Sarnajists are prepared to accept our Holy 
Prophet - may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him - as a true prophet of God, and if they 
are prepared to give up denying and defaming him, 
I would be the first person to sign an agreement 
that we, followers of the Ahrnadiyya Movement, 
will always believe in the Vedas, and will speak 
respectfully of the Vedas and the Rishis. 

Dear countrymen, there is nothing like peace. 
Let us become one nation and one people by means 
of this compact. You see what discord there is in 
the land and how much the country has suffered on 
account of mutual recrimination. Corne and try 
now the blessings of mutual respect. This is the 
only way to reconciliation. To try and seek peace 
along any other way would be to neglect a sore 
which is bright and smooth outside, but full of foul 
matter inside. 

What lies at the root of mutual hatred is reli
gious antagonism, which, when carried to extremes, 
results in bloodshed. My Muslim brethren, since 
the Hindus look upon you as an alien people owing 
to your professing a different religion, and you 
regard them as an alien people for the same reason, 
it is impossible that your hearts should be purged 
of hatred unless the real cause is removed. You 
may join hands with each other for some time like 
hypocrites, but real peace and tranquillity can only 
be attained if, from the bottom of your hearts, you 
accept the Vedas and the Rishis as from God, and 
your Hindu brethren likewise expel all malice from 
their hearts and accept our Holy Prophet as a true 
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prophet of God. Remember that this is the only 
course which can bring about real unity between 
you and the Hindus. It will act like water and wash 
away all hatred from your hearts. 

Mutual kindness. 

But, besides this agreement, it will be binding on 
us to act sympathetically towards our Hindu breth
ren, and invariably treat them with kindness and 
fellow-feeling. We shall have to abstain from 
everything that is likely to offend them, provided 
that what we abstain from is not one of those 
injunctions of Islam that are obligatory or desirable 
for us. So, if the Hindus cordially accept our Holy 
Prophet as a true prophet of God, and believe in 
him, the gulf which separates us from them owing 
to our slaughtering of cows should also be made 
up. It is not obligatory for us to use everything that 
we think lawful. There are many things which we 
think lawful but which we never use. To be kind 
and tolerant to our fellow beings is as important a 
religious injunction as to believe in one God, and 
it is not against the law of God to abandon an 
unnecessary thing for a necessary one. Believing a 
thing to be lawful is quite different from using it. 

Religion consists of abstaining from forbidden 
things, seeking the pleasure of God, showing 
kindness and sympathy to the creatures of God, 
believing in all the prophets that were raised from 
time to time for the reformation of the world, 
without making any distinction between them, and 
disposing ourselves kindly towards all human 
beings. That is the substance of Islam. 

Islam is a holy and peaceful religion which 
never attacked the leader of any community, and 
the Quran is an honourable book which laid the 
foundation of peace among nations by accepting 
the prophets of all nations - a distinction which 
the Holy Quran alone possesses among the scrip
tures of the world. Regarding the prophets of the 
world, the Quran says: 0 believers, say, We 
believe in all the prophets of the world and make 
no distinction between them by accepting some and 
rejecting others (2:136). If there exists any other 
revealed book with such a peaceful teaching, let it 
be named. The Quran does not restrict the univer
sal providence of God to any particular race. On 
the other hand, it plainly declares that there have 
been prophets among all peoples, and in all lands, 
and thus lays the foundation of peace among 
mankind. I 
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Names of world religions 

No faith gives its name except Islam 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi 

(Note: We translate below an Urdu article written by this 
renowned scholar of world scriptures and their ancient 
languages, and author of the voluminous work 
'Muhammad in World Scriptures'.) 

"Surely the religion with Allah is Islam. " 
(The Holy Quran 3: 18). 

"He (God) has named you Muslims. " (22:78) 

There are countless religions in the world, and 
accordingly there are countless names of religions. 
However, if every true religion is of Divine origin, 
as is the principle laid down by the Holy Quran 
and Islam, the name should be the same as well. 
Undoubtedly, the religion brought by the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad is the whole and perfect Islam, 
yet the religions before it must be components and 
parts of this whole. The verses quoted above are 
conclusive, and in the Quran the religion of every 
prophet and his followers is called Islam. Even the 
religion of the disciples of Jesus is described in 
their own words as: "And bear thou witness that 
we are Muslims" (5:111). 

Muslims accept this fact which has been 
explained by the Holy Quran. But are other reli
gions of the world prepared to accept it? It would 
be an act of coercion if we force them to acknow
ledge this fact, unless we can make them admit it 
on the basis of their own religions. In that case, 
their own faith and sense will be the compelling 
factor. They will have no choice but to accept the 
verdict of the creed and faith which they believe to 
be from God. 
Correction of a mistaken idea about names. 
Shakespeare has written: What is in a name; a rose 
would smell just as sweet by any other name. It is 
also said that if a good name is given to a bad 
thing, it would still remain bad. Nonetheless, a 
good name does go some way to show the goodness 
of a thing. A good name is regarded with approval 
and a bad one with disapproval. Sometimes a good 
name is bought for millions, and one having a bad 
name suffers more than one who is actually bad. 

It is a fact that no religion other than that of the 
followers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad is 
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known as Muslim. The ancient religion of India is 
Hindu dharma; the Iranian is called Zoroastrian or 
Parsee; the predominant religion of China and 
Japan is Buddhism; and a great religion of the 
world is known as Christianity. Every religion 
claims that only it is the true religion, and that 
there is none other whose foundation was laid by 
God Himself. The reason for this is the difference 
in the beliefs and concepts of the various religions. 
The principles of the religions are so different, one 
from another, that it is almost impossible to con
sider them as having the same source, even though 
this may be true. Our discussion here, however, 
only concerns the names of the religions. 
The Hindu religion. 
The religion of India has been known as Hindu. It 
is claimed that despite being ruled by foreign 
religions for centuries the Hindu nation, its culture 
and religion still survive. The question may be 
asked What is Hindu culture and society? If it is 
the c�ste system, the separate dharma and duties 
for the four castes, the worship of idols, saints and 
millions of gods, and the making of sacrifices to 
attain their pleasure, then these beliefs have been 
receiving great shocks in the past century, and have 
been rejected by educated Hindus. 

The question is, What is the name of this reli
gion? The Arya Samaj says, and rightly so, that 
their name Hindu is not found anywhere in the 
Vedas or the authentic shastras. They say that the 
word Hindu really means a slave and a thief, and 
that it is really a term of abuse applied to them by 
their enemies or the Persians, which has been 
accepted by them due to a submissive and servile 
mentality. Swami Dayanand, founder of the Arya 
Samaj, has furiously condemned the name Hindu,
and urged that it should be dropped in favour of 
the term Arya.

In response to this, the traditional Hindus recti
fied their name by calling themselves Sanatan

Dharmi. Now Sanatan means 'old and ancient', 
and it is obvious that this name can only be given 
to a religion when it has been in existence for a 
long time. It cannot be the name when the religion 
came into being, and moreover, this name is not to 
be found in the Vedas, just as the name Hindu is 
not found therein. 

As to the name Arya, it is obvious that it is the 
name of a nation, not that of a faith. Included 
among the Arya people are the English, Germans, 
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Dutch, Scandinavians, etc. Most importantly, the 
term Arya Dharma is nowhere to be found in the 
Vedas. According to reliable lexicons, Arya means 
'owner' or 'master', or the progeny of an owner or 
master (see Nirkut). So, even according to its 
linguistic meaning, Arya cannot be the name of a 
religion. It can be applied to a ruling nation, 
indicative of its position, but not to a dharma or 
religion. If the name Hindu must be given up 
because it does not occur in the Vedas, the name 
Arya suffers from the same disadvantage. 

It is argued, however, that the name Arya is 
preferable because it refers to a noble, ruling 
nation. But those who have read the Vedas know 
that Arya most definitely does not mean righteous, 
noble and God-fearing, as there are scores of 
mantras in which the Rishis prayed to be safe from 
Aryas in the same way as they prayed to be safe 
from Dasyus, which signifies robbers and malicious 
men. For example, it says in the Rig Veda: 

"O brave Indra! kill both the enemies Dasa 
and Arya, as the wood is chopped with the 
sharp axe." (Manda! 6, Sukt 33, Mantra 3). 

"O You who are praised by many! may the 
Arya or Dasa who dares us to war be thoro
ughly crushed by us, may we kill these 
enemies in war with Your help." (Manda! 

10, Sukt 38, Mantra 3). 

"O Lord of the brave! may we kill these 
enemies, Aryas and Dasa." (Manda/ 6, Sukt 
6, Mantra 6). 

Even a little consideration of these mantras 
shows that the Rishis of the Vedas looked upon the 
Aryas as their enemies like the Dasa robbers. If the 
meaning of Arya had been 'noble and righteous 
men', how could the Vedas teach prayers for their 
destruction? In the light of these two facts, firstly, 
that the Vedas give no name for the religion or 
dharma of these people, and secondly, that neither 
of the words Hindu and Arya mean good and 
religious people, the only conclusion that can be 
drawn is that Hindu was the name of a people 
living by the river Sindu (Indus), and a certain race 
was known as Arya. With neither of these names is 
the word dharma (religion) used in the Vedas. 

The Jewish religion. 

It is clear that the basis of the Jewish faith is the 
law of Moses, but the Jews have been named after 
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Judah, one of the twelve sons of Jacob. Jew is not 
a Divinely-revealed name, but is a family name 
connected with Jacob, and they are generally called 
Israelites. No law was revealed to Jacob, and 
therefore Israelite is a family name, not the name 
of a faith. So there is no name for this religion 
which God may have given to it in the Bible or 
ordered to be used for it. 

Buddhism. 

Buddhism is also a religion, but it does not say 
anywhere in the teachings of Buddha that his 
followers should be called Buddhists or that the 
name of their religion is Buddhism. The reason is 
that even before the Gautama Buddha there had 
been many men who were given the name Buddha. 
These have been mentioned by Buddha himself. If 
the followers of the previous Buddhas were not 
called Buddhists, there can be no authority for 
applying this title to the followers of the Gautama. 
This too is a fictitious name. 

So it is a fact which cannot be denied that the 
Israelites are called after Jacob, who was given the 
name Israel by God, the followers of Buddha are 
called Buddhists, the adherents of Zoroaster, the 
prophet of Persia, are named after him, and the 
Hindus are named after their land and country. 

The followers of Christ. 

The strangest riddle is that of the name given to 
the followers of Christ. In the first place, the name 
given to a religion stays the same in any language 
or country, except for some slight change in one or 
two letters due to the different rules of various lan
guages. So Hindu, Buddhist, etc. are substantially 
the same in any language, whether English, Persian 
etc. However, the name of the followers of Christ 
is different in almost every country. There are 
scores of names such as Christian, Mas inz: 'isii 'z: 
Jesuist, Nazarite which they apply to themselves. 
Their real name is a mystery. The personal name of 
the Messiah was Yasu. The name Christ was added 
long after the events of the crucifixion. Matthew 
records that an angel appeared to Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, saying: 

"She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus." (1:18-21) 

Luke, however, records that the angel went to 
Mary, and said to her: "Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus". I [ ... ... To be continued in next issue.]



8 THE LIGHT 

The Promised Messiah 

Prophecy fulfilled by one who started 
propagation of Islam to the West 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali 

(Note: This article is taken from the Maulana's booklet 
'Islam and the present war', written during the Second 
World War in 1943, in which he describes how the wars 
between the great powers in modern times are a part of 
a chain of prophecies given in the Holy Quran and 
Hadith. Within those prophecies is also given the news 
of the coming of the Messiah among the Muslims who 
would lead them to spread Islam to these nations, thus 
restoring peace among the warring factions. In the 
extracts below, the fulfilment of this prophecy in the 
person of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is discussed.) 

There are many people who say that if the Founder 
of the Ahmadiyya Movement had claimed only to 
be a Mujaddid there would have been no difficulty 
in accepting him as such, but he made a further 
claim to be the Promised Messiah. The question, 
however, is, Do not the most reliable hadith of the 
Prophet foretell the advent of the Messiah among 
the Muslims? The hadith relating this prophecy are 

met with in the Sahih Bukhari which is "the most 
authentic book after the Book of God" by the 
unanimous verdict of the Muslim community. They 
are also met with in the Sahih Muslim, which 
comes next to Bukhari. Nay, they are met with in 
every one of the Sihah Sitta, the six reliable collec
tions of Hadith accepted by the Ahl Sunna. They 
are also met with in all collections of Hadith 
accepted by the Shias. 

Basis of Hazrat Mirza's claim. 

The prophecies of the advent of the Messiah have 
thus been unanimously accepted by the Muslim 
community, by every generation of Islam from 
beginning till now. The Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, therefore, introduced no innovation into 
Islam when he claimed to be the Messiah that was 
promised to appear. It is true that the Muslims 
generally thought that Jesus Christ had been taken 
up alive to heaven and that he himself would come 
down again. But on the basis of the clearest verdict 
of the Quran, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement held that Jesus Christ died just as all 
other prophets had died, so that the Christ-to-come 
will be a Mujaddid (reformer) who would come in 
the spirit and power of Christ. It is in this sense 
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that the Ahmadiyya community accepts him as the 
Promised Messiah, i.e. it accepts that all the pro
phecies in connection with the Christ-to-come have 
been fulfilled in him. 

Options for Muslims. 

Now there are only two alternatives: either Christ 
is sitting alive somewhere in the heavens or the 
prophecies with regard to the advent of the 
Messiah must apply to a Mujaddid of this comm
unity. The first alternative is now not accepted by 
a majority of the Ulama. In India, scholars like 
Maulvi Abul Kalam Azad and Sayyid Sulaiman 
N adawi hold the view that Jesus Christ died as 
other prophets had died. In Egypt, the late Mufti 
Muhammad Abduh and his pupil Sayyid Rashid 
Raza held the same view. So there is no help 
accepting the second alternative - that the 
Messiah will be a reformer of this community. 

The only other course open to a Muslim is to 
deny the vast number of hadith relating to the 
advent of the Messiah and thus to discredit Hadith 
itself. The only fault that lies with the Founder of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement is that, having found the 
death of Christ as an established fact, he gave a 
true expression to the spirit of Islam and a true 
lead to the Muslims by explaining the natural 
conclusions thereof. The rest of the Ulama who 
admit the death of Christ - and a very large 
number of them belong to this category - do not 
lead the Muslims anywhere; they keep quiet and 
leave the umma in utter darkness. 

Hazrat Mirza gives clear explanation. 

The position of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement is thus clear. He accepted the hadith 
relating to the appearance of the Messiah as auth
entic, and on the other hand he found that the Holy 
Quran did not lend the least support to the idea that 
Jesus Christ was alive; it rather stated in clear and 
definite words that he was dead. The coming back 
of Jesus Christ to this earth was therefore imposs
ible for this reason, as well as for the equally good 
reason that no prophet could come after the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad who was the Last Prophet. He, 
therefore, under Divine guidance interpreted the 
advent of the Messiah as meaning that someone 
from among the Muslims themselves will appear in 
the spirit and power of Christ, and that he himself 
was that man and that reformer. 

Other Ulama, in spite of their belief in the death 
of Jesus, are not prepared to offer any solution of 
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this problem. They do not state clearly whether the 
hadith concerned are to be accepted as authentic as 
they undoubtedly are and as the Muslims have 
hitherto held them to be, or they must be rejected. 

Other connected prophecies. 

Another difficulty is that the prophecy relating to 
the advent of the Messiah is clearly connected with 
the prophecies relating to the appearance of Dajjiil 
(Anti-Christ) and Gog and Magog, and this last
mentioned prophecy finds clear mention in the 
Holy Quran. Nay, this particular prophecy has seen 
its fulfilment in a very tangible manner. Hence 
even if the hadith speaking of the advent of the 
Messiah and Dajjal be discarded as spurious, it is 
impossible to reject the Holy Quran and that in 
face of palpable facts which have brought about the 
fulfilment of these prophecies in an undeniable 
manner. The Holy Quran says in very clear lan
guage that Gog and Magog shall appear, and after 
having prevailed over all nations of the world, will 
start fighting among themselves. The Holy Prophet 
has said that the appearance of Gog and Magog 
and Dajjal will take place at the same time as the 
advent of the Messiah. If the Messiah is rejected, 
with him will have to be rejected not only the 
Hadith but also those parts of the Holy Quran 
which speak of Gog and Magog. What is more, all 
those patent facts which have taken place in confir
mation of these prophecies will have to be rejected 
as well. Is that position acceptable to any Muslim? 

Whole chain of events. 

It is the narrow-mindedness of the religious leaders 
and the indifference of enlightened Muslims 
towards their religion that has unanimously made 
a tangle of the claim of the Promised Messiah. The 
question was a simple one. The Holy Quran states 
that the faith of Islam was to receive a formidable 
opposition at the hands of the Arab idolaters in the 
life-time of the Holy Prophet, and prophesies in 
clear words that this opposition was to melt away 
and the religion of Islam was to become the domi
nant religion in Arabia during the Prophet's own 
life. This prophecy was fulfilled before his very 
eyes. Similarly, the Book speaks of another great 
opposition which the faith of Islam was to encoun
ter at the hands of the Christian nations, and which 
was to come later, and prophesies in a similar clear 
language that in the end this opposition will also 
collapse and the world in general will be drawn 
towards Islam. 
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The nations at whose hands the progress of 
Islam would receive a set-back are spoken of as 
holding to the doctrine of a son of God ( eh. 18, v. 
4), but they are at the same time spoken of as being 
entirely materialistic in their outlook of life and as 
applying themselves entirely to things mundane, 
carrying worldly arts and crafts to their perfection 
( 18: 104 ); due to their pre-occupation with worldly 
gains and wealth they will forget God, so much so 
that they will not even hear the mention of God, 
their real object of worship being the god of wealth 
(18: 101 ); they will acquire possession of every 
eminence in the world (21 :96); but having subju
gated all will, in the end, come in conflict with one 
another (18:99); this strife of theirs will assume 
such proportions that they will experience a veri
table hell in this world ( 18: 100); but ultimately 
their eyes will open and they shall perceive that 
there can be no peace in the world without accept
ing the sovereignty of the One God ( 18: 110); and 
then they will unite in one single religion (18:99). 

Hadith prophecies. 

In the Hadith there is a prophecy about this, their 
ultimate acceptance of one single religion, the 
religion of Divine Unity, saying that a Messiah will 
appear among the Muslims, who will invite these 
Western nations to the religion of Islam, so much 
so that with his appearance the sun of Islam will 
rise from the West. The reality of all these pro
phecies remained almost clothed in mystery for the 
Muslims in general till the appearance of the 
Mujaddid of the fourteenth century hijra took 
place. When this Mujaddid was engaged in reply
ing to the charges levelled against Islam by the 
Christians, Arya Samajists, Brahmo Samajists, 
atheists and others, the truth was revealed to him 
that the time had come for laying the foundations 
of the propagation of Islam in Europe; that this was 
the real work of the Messiah who was to appear in 
this community; that the Israelite Messiah, Jesus of 
Nazareth, could not come back to this world, as 
firstly, according to the Quran he was dead, and 
secondly, the Holy Prophet was the last of the 
prophets and no prophet could follow him; and that 
the prophecies that spoke of the coming of the 
Messiah and the dawning of the glory of Islam, 
were fulfilled in his advent. 

Thus in the very first book which was published 
under the name Iziila Auhiim in 1891, in which he 
had proved the death of Jesus and advanced his own 

[continued on top of page 12]
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Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, Nigeria 

An Ahmadiyya Community was established in 
Nigeria as long ago as 1916, when a travelling 
merchant from Lagos, Al-Haji Fahm of Oluwole, 
brought back from his journeys in the eastern lands 
a great deal of literature produced by the Ahmad
iyya Movement in India. This literature was found 
invaluable by the Muslims in Nigeria whose know
ledge of Islam was meagre and who were facing 
the onslaught of Christian missionaries. They were, 
in fact, caught between the backward Muslim 
religious leaders who opposed all modern educa
tion and kept Muslims trapped in outmoded, un
Islamic customs, and the Christian preachers who 
only admitted Muslims to schools and other facili
ties on condition of conversion to Christianity. 
Through the teachings of the Ahmadiyya Move
ment, the Muslims learnt the true Islamic teachings 
and the importance of education, being encouraged 
to set up their own schools. They were also able to 
face the Christian missionaries, and defend Islam. 

The movement initially received help from the 
Qadianis through their London mosque. However, 
in 1934 disagreements arose regarding certain 
objectionable Qadiani beliefs, and this led to 
the present-day Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, 

Nigeria, being established holding the beliefs that 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a Mujaddid and 
not a prophet, and that a Muslim does not become 
a kafir by not believing in Hazrat Mirza. These are, 
of course, exactly the characteristic beliefs of the 
world-wide Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore. 

A warm invitation to visit Nigeria was received 
by the A.A.I.I.L., and a delegation of four persons 
(Dr. Muhammad Ahmad, Dr. Noman Malik and 
Mrs. Samina Sahukhan from the U.S.A., and myself 
from the U.K.) went there on a five day trip in 
November 1992. Details of the visit have been 

given in an issue of our International Newsletter. 

We held meetings with the officials of the Move

ment, and attended large gatherings in two 
mosques (Ibadan and Lagos). The Movement has 
thousands of members, and has several mosques 
and schools in its charge. We are now looking 
forward to the establishment of strong links and 
mutual co-operation between ourselves and the 
Movement in Nigeria. For our readers' enjoyment 
and inspiration, some photographs of the visit are 
given below. 

Dr. Ahmad, President, A.A.I.I. Lahore U.S.A., presenting a set of books to Chief Animashawun, 
President of the Ahmadiyya movement in Islam of Nigeria. 
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A.A.I.I. delegates and hosts outside the main mosque in Lagos. 

A.A.I.I. delegates and hosts outside the main mosque in lbadan. 
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[continued from page 9] 

claim to be the Promised Messiah, he also threw 
light on the reality of Gog and Magog (Yajuj and 
Majuj) and laid the basis of the propagation of 
Islam in Europe: 

"In short, Dajjiil will be devoid of spiritual 
wisdom and though he will be sharp in 
worldly wisdom and will make great inven
tions and show great wonders as if he were 
claiming god-head, yet he will have no spiri
tual eye, just as we find today is the case 
with the people of Europe and America that 
they have gone to the utmost extent in 
worldly planning." (p. 501) 

"As for Gog and Magog, they are decidedly 
two very prosperous nations of the world. 
Both of them are directing their attacks from 
a height towards what is beneath their feet, 
i.e. they are winning victories by dint of their
God-given powers .... These are two old 
nations who could not openly prevail upon 
others in former ages on account of their 
weak condition. But God says that in the 
latter age both these nations will emerge out 
in the world, i.e. will appear in their glorious 
power. And as stated in the Quran, . . . these 
nations, having vanquished others, will come 
in conflict with one another." (pp. 502-508) 

"The rising of the sun from the west [a 
prophecy of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
about the latter days] means that the Western 
countries, which have been from very early 
times wallowing in the darkness of unbelief 
and misguidance, will be illuminated by the 
sun of truth and will have a share in Islam." 
(p. 516) 

All prophecies fulfilled. 

Now, only a cursory glance will show that the 
prophecy about the Promised Messiah is not a 
solitary and detached prophecy which can be 
applied to anyone at random. It is rather a link in 
the chain of those mighty prophecies wherein it has 
been made clear that Islam will have to face in a 
later age an opposition similar to the one which it 
had to experience in its early history which the 
powerful hand of God brought to naught; that when 
that opposition will have reached its climax it will 
also be smashed in the same way so as to make 
Islam predominant in the world; and that the foun-
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dations of this victory will be laid by the person 
who will appear in this community under the title 
of Messiah. 

All these prophecies - the appearance of Dajjiil 
and Gog and Magog, their attempts to overthrow 
Islam, their mutual animosity, the appearance of 
the Messiah and his laying down the foundations of 
the preaching of Islam among these people in order 
that the sun of Islam may shine in this latter age in 
the West as it did in the East in a previous age -
all these together form a chain so that none of 
them can be detached from the others. Conjointly 
fulfilled, they add to the glory of Islam. 

It will follow as an inevitable conclusion that 
none but the person to whom was revealed the real 
significance of these prophecies, and whose hands 
laid the foundations of that preaching of Islam 
which is destined to bring about the predominance 
of Islam in the world - none but he can be the 
Promised Messiah of the prophecies. 

* * * * * 

Propagation of the faith 

Example of early followers of Jesus 
and Muhammad (pbut) 

Lecture by Col. (Retd.) Mahmud Shaukat 
Imam, London Centre of A.A.1.1.L. 

"But when Jesus perceived disbelief on their 
part, he said: Who will be my helpers in 
Allah's way? The disciples said: We are 
Allah's helpers, we believe in Allah, and 
bear thou witness that we are the submitting 
ones." (The Holy Quran, 3:51) 

According to this verse, when Jesus became dis
appointed and disillusioned by the lack of reception 
of his message and teachings by the Jews, he 
turned to his disciples for carrying forward his 
message and gospel. Religion to the Jews was only 
the form, ceremonies and feasts. It was devoid of 
all spiritual content. Their priests and rabbis were 
corrupt and worldly. 

Thus Jesus turned to his disciples. "Who," he 
said, "will be my helpers in Allah's way". They 
said: "Aye, we will be Allah's helpers". His dis
ciples were very few, twelve in number, poor and 
humble in their standing. They took up the Call 
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and went far and wide to spread the word of 
Gospel. Jesus told them that they did not require 
gold or silver, spare clothes or a even pair of shoes 
for this task. "Go," he said, "and God will provide 
you". One disciple of his, Joseph of Arimathea, a 
rich trader, came up to England and laid the foun
dation of the first Christian church at Glastonbury, 
according to the Encyclopaedia Britannica. St. 
Thomas, another of his disciples, went to South 
India and laid the foundation of a church over 
there. He was martyred and buried in South India. 

For three hundred years, Christianity faced great 
hardship. They propagated their religion secretly 
and suffered great persecution. Then the time came 
that it became the official religion of the Great 
Roman Empire and the dominant religion of the 
world, although it had lost all semblance to the 
original, pure and simple religion of Jesus Christ. 

Appearance of Holy Prophet Muhammad. 
A new chapter of religious history in the realm of 
human affairs begins six hundred years after the 
prophet Jesus. The spiritual and moral condition of 
society at that time was so low that it could well be 
called the darkest period in the dark ages of human 

God, out of His mercy and 
love for the suffering 

humanity, sent a benefactor 

history. This state of affairs of the society has been 
confirmed by historians and writers. At this time, 
God out of His mercy and love for the suffering 
humanity sent a benefactor, a guide and an 
exemplar - the Prophet from Arabia, a sun which 
appeared from Mount Paran to illumine the whole 
world. He taught a simple, perfect and a pure 
religion. God says in the Quran: "This day have I 
perfected for you your religion and completed My 
favour to you and chosen for you Islam as a reli
gion" (5:3). 

Holy Prophet's Companions spread the truth. 
The Holy Prophet carried out a complete moral and 
spiritual reformation of society which was deeply 
immersed in sin, superstition, idolatry and ignor
ance. People who were near and around him, who 
were called his Companions or sahaba, were com
pletely transformed into a nobler existence. Due to 
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their deeds of sacrifice, valour in the service of 
Islam, and their acts of piety, God was greatly 
pleased with them and honoured them and compli
mented them with the title radiy-alliihu 'an-hum -
"Allah is well-pleased with them" (98:8). They 
submitted their persons and their property to the 
pleasure of the Lord. The Quran says: 

"Surely Allah has bought from the believers 
their persons and their property ... " (9: 111) 

These Companions of the Prophet carried the word 
of God, the light of Islam, to far and near corners 
of the world, and after them succeeding generations 
who were similarly inspired, the Tiibi •,-,, and the 
Tiibi' Tiibi 'in, the saints and other pious people. 
They were like seeds blown by the wind; wherever 
they landed they took root, bloomed and blo
ssomed. To China, the Far East or Far West and to 
central Asia, they went singly, journeying for years 
and bearing all the hardships. They were not 
escorted by soldiers or armies nor had they logistic 
support. I will quote a verse from the Holy Quran 
where a similar phenomenon is described: 

"Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and 
those with him are firm of heart against the 
disbelievers . . . like seed-produce that puts 
forth its sprout, then strengthens it, so it 
becomes stout and stands firmly on its 
stems ... " ( 48:29) 

Decline of later generations. 
After these torch-bearers of Islam came evil gene
rations who forsook the religion. God says: 

"But there came after them an evil gene
ration, who wasted prayers and followed 
lusts. They will meet perdition." (19:59) 

The Muslim Umma fell apart, the simple and true 
religion of Islam was confounded into ceremonies, 
innovations and priesthood. People in general 
became totally ignorant of the teachings of the 
Quran. The Holy Quran became a forsaken book. 
This total apathy towards the Quran is prophesied 
as follows: 

"My Lord, surely my people treat this Quran 
as a forsaken thing." (25:30) 

Their hearts hardened and they became trans
gressors. The Quran describes this state of affairs: 

"Has not the time come for the believers that 
their hearts should be humble for the remem-
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brance of Allah and the truth, and that they 
should not be like those who were given the 
Book before, but time was prolonged for 
them so their hearts hardened. And most of 
them are transgressors." (57:16) 

This is an apt description of the Muslims of today. 
Religion to them is an outwardly show and a form 
without spirit or sincerity. They are engrossed in 
the affairs of the world and have no time for God 
or religion, like the Dabbat al-ard (creature of the 
earth), bent low on earthly desires. Alas, the 
present day Muslims are in name only, a label 
which has stuck to them by the accident of birth. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I was given a limited 
time for my lecture and have to rush through some 
of its parts. The subject I chose, i.e. the propaga
tion of Islam, is agitating the minds of so many 
people of understanding. I therefore want to remind 
and impress its importance. I pray that the Muslims 
may unite, and avoid in-fighting, takftr, and sec
tarianism. 

Our duty. 

I started the subject with a reference to the history 
of Jesus Christ, explaining as to how his disciples 
carried out the word of the Gospel. I then came to 
the Holy Prophet's time, showing how his Compa
nions and other pious people propagated Islam, with 
such a zeal and fervour that no other followers have 
done so. Then coming to the present times, I will 
only say that God has laid a duty on our shoulders, 
the duty of the propagation of Islam. God says: 

"And thus We have made you an exalted 
nation that you may be the bearers of wit
ness to the people, and the Messenger may 
be the bearer of witness to you ... " (2: 143) 

By propagation to others is not meant that you 
neglect your own souls. God says: 

"It is most hateful in the sight of Allah that 
you say that which you do not." (61:3) 

Ladies and gentlemen, coming to the end of my 
talk, I will read a verse of the Quran which is self
explanatory. Everyone knows that we have a 
limited time of life at our disposal, so please listen 
to what I have quoted from the Quran and make 
the best use of time: 

"And they who, when reminded of the mess
ages of their Lord, fall not down thereat deaf 
and blind." (25:73) I 
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Freedom from idolatry and 

advance of knowledge - 2 

From a series of lectures 

by Mr. Shahid Aziz 

Self: The fourth form of idolatry 

Previously we talked about three forms of idolatry. 
That is shirk or association of other beings with 
Allah, worship of nature and blind following of 
one's forefathers or one's traditions. In this lecture 
I want to deal with the fourth form of idolatry. 
This is the worship of one's Self. I have taken the 
liberty of including in this worldly possessions and 
wives and children. 

That it will be hard for man to subdue the Self 
is mentioned in the story of creation. This is 
related in the Holy Quran in the following words: 

"And when thy Lord said to the angels, I am 
going to place a ruler in the earth, they said: 
Wilt Thou place in it such as make mischief 
in it and shed blood? And we celebrate Thy 
praise and extol Thy holiness. 

"He said: Surely I know what you know not. 
And He taught Adam all the names then 
presented them to the angels; He said: Tell 
Me the names of those if you are right. 

"They said: Glory be to Thee! We have no 
knowledge but that which Thou hast taught 
us. Surely Thou art the Knowing, the Wise. 
He said: 0 Adam, inform them of their 
names. So when he informed them of their 
names, He said: Did I not say to you that I 
know what is unseen in the heavens and the 
earth? And I know what you manifest and 
what you hide. And when We said to the 
angels, Be submissive to Adam, they sub
mitted but Iblis (did not). He refused and 
was proud, and he was one of the disbe
lievers. And We said: 0 Adam, dwell thou 
and thy wife in the garden, and eat from it a 
plenteous (food) whenever you wish, and 
approach not this tree, lest you be of the 
unjust. But the devil made them slip from it, 
and caused them to depart from the state in 
which they were. And We said: Go forth, 
some of you are the enemies of others. And 
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there is for you in the earth an abode and a 
provision for a time. 

"Then Adam received (revealed) words from 
his Lord, and He turned to him (mercifully). 
Surely He is Oft-returning (to mercy), the 
Merciful. We said: Go forth from this state 
all. Surely there will come to you a guidance 
from Me, then whoever follows My gui
dance, no fear shall come upon them, nor 
shall they grieve. And (as to) those who 
disbelieve in and reject Our messages, they 
are companions of the Fire; in it they will 
abide. (2:30-39) 

I have quoted the whole section which deals 
with creation, which has generally been taken 
literally. However, I believe that the story of 
creation is metaphorical and that it relates to each 
one of us. In this story Allah is making the point 
that He has created man, given him the capacity to 
rule the universe and made all the forces of nature 
subservient to him. However, there is one thing 
which does not readily become subservient. The 
Holy Quran refers to it as lb/i's. Now I would take 
that to be a metaphor for man's Self, or his low 
desires. It is this Self that tempts man and even
tually causes him to err. When this happens man 
then leaves the state of submission to Allah. It is 
after that he has to struggle and fight and claw his 
way back to the peace and harmony he has lost. 
This story is a warning to man not to let the devil 
lead him astray. 

Love of the material world. 

There are other verses of the Holy Quran which are 
much more specific. They point to the characteristic 
of the fallen man, which is love of this world with 
little or no regard for the next. Not that Islam is a 
monastic religion. It does not look with favour on 
those who abandon this world and their responsi
bilities in it. The point being made is that man lets 
his pursuit of worldly gain take control of his life: 

"Abundance diverts you, until you come to 
the graves." (102:1-2) 

"And truly on account of the love of wealth 
he is niggardly." (100:8) 

and forgets all his other responsibilities. And when 
he fails to meet the arbitrary standards which he 
has himself set up, he becomes angry, spiteful, 
even hateful. 
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"And covet not that by which Allah has 
made some of you to excel others. For men 
is the benefit of what they earn and for 
women the benefit of what they earn." (4:32) 

And worse still, this hold causes him to forget his 
duty to Allah and his fellow man: 

"O you who believe, let not your wealth nor 
your children divert you from the remem
brance of Allah." (63:9) 

Now this world is a training ground for the next 
- that is the real world. The Holy Quran clearly
warns people against the temptations of this world
by comparing it to a sport:

"And the life of this world is but a sport and 
play. And the home of the Hereafter, that 
surely is the Life, did they but know." 
(29:64) 

"They know the outward of this world's life, 
but of the Hereafter they are heedless." 
(30:7) 

"Know that this world's life is only sport 
and play and gaiety and boasting among 
yourselves and vying in the multiplication of 
wealth and children .... And this world's life 
is naught but a source of vanity. (57:20) 

Islam does not blame man for engaging in the 
pursuit of wealth or support of wives and children: 

"Wealth and children are an adornment of 
the life of this world, but the ever-abiding, 
the good works, are better in reward and 
better in hope." (18:46) 

"Fair-seeming to man is made the love of 
desires, of women, of sons and horded trea
sures of gold and silver and well-bred horses 
and cattle and tilth. This is the provision of 
this world. And Allah - with Him are good 
works." (3: 13) 

Pillars of Islam develop self-control. 

As I have said it is not a monastic religion. It 
wants man to develop himself. For it is by facing 
temptation that man can overcome it. Escape to a 
secluded place where one is not tempted is not a 
solution to mastering the Self. How then does 
Islam deal with man's Self? It is certainly not by 
crushing man's competitive spirit: 
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"Vie with one another for forgiveness from 

your Lord and a Garden ... "(57:21) 

It deals with it by providing the individual with a 

framework within which he can compete in this 

world and attain to the next. This framework is set 

out in what are generally called the pillars of 

Islam, that is: 

Prayer: "Surely prayer keeps (one) away from 
indecency and evil; and certainly the remem
brance of Allah is the greatest pleasure." 

(29:45) 

Charity: "Take alms out of their property -
thou wouldst cleanse them and purify them 
thereby - and pray for them." (9:103) 

Fasting: "Fasting is prescribed for you ... so 
that you may guard against evil." (2: 183) 

Pilgrimage: "And proclaim to man the Pilgri
mage that . . . they may witness benefits 

(provided) for them, and mention the name 
of Allah." (22:27-28) 

* * * * * 

Diary 

1. Church of England loses support
among prominent people 

Recently, the Minister of Agriculture in the British 
government, John Selwyn Gummer, who is also an 
active lay member of the Church of England, 
announced that he is to leave the Church in protest 
at its decision to allow the ordination of women 
priests. While not entering into the debate itself, 
we quote below from a well-known journalist and 
regular columnist in the Sunday Observer, showing 
the decline of the influence of the Church among 
the leaders of society: 

"The fact that John Selwyn Gummer will 
defect from the Church of England once it 
begins to ordain women priests has been 
making headline news ... 

"The reason . . . is, I suspect, that he is 
almost the only public figure left prepared to 
stand up and pledge his whole-hearted supp
ort for the Church of England and his faith 
in its creed. 
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"If he goes, can one name a single person in 

public life who would speak up in support of 

Archbishop [ of Canterbury] Carey? Yet not 

all that long ago, Anglicanism commanded 

the support of a number of widely respected 

poets and intellectuals - C.S. Lewis, T.S. 

Eliot, John Betjeman, W.H. Auden, Dorothy 

Sayers, etc. 

"Today I can think of no one at all in this 

category, with the possible exception of P.D. 

James. When the women priests are intro

duced, even she may be lost to the Church. 

I take this as the surest sign of all that the 

Church of England has finally had its day." 

(Richard Ingrams, The Observer, 6 Decem

ber 1992) 

It is also being widely discussed in Britain 

whether the practice, which has existed for about 
four centuries, of having the monarch or head of 
state as also the head of the Church of England 
should continue. If this was abandoned, then the 

Church of England would cease to be the estab
lished church in the country and would no longer 
be its official religion. 

2. Religious case in Pakistan

In the Pakistani newspaper Dawn (1 December 
1992, pp. 1 and 2), a court case is reported from 
Lahore in which some Ahmadis are on trial for 
having used the following common Muslim expre
ssions on a wedding invitation card: 

Bismillah-i-Rahman-i-Rahim (In the name of 
Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful), Assa
lamu Alaikum (Peace be on you), In-sha
Allah (if Allah pleases), Nikah masnun 
(marriage according to the Sunna), and 
Nahmudu-hu wa nusalli 'ala Rasuli-hil
karim (we praise Allah and send prayers 
upon his bounteous messenger Muhammad). 

They were arrested and charged by the police, on 
17 May 1992, with the offences of "injuring the 
feelings of Muslims", "defiling the sacred name of 
the Holy Prophet", and "posing as Muslims", as 
stipulated in various sections of the Pakistan Penal 
Code. This particular news item reports a Supreme 
Court ruling which, on appeal by some of the 
defendants, has set aside a judgment of the Lahore 
High Court that had refused them bail. 
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The allegations in the case, as recorded in the 
Supreme Court ruling given in this newsreport, and 
the penalties applicable, are as follows: 

" ... that by using such expressions and look
ing at the petitioner's faith, belief and ante
cedents, he had defiled the sacred name of 
the Holy Prophet, attracting the punishment 
of death and fine; ... that he had deliberately 
and maliciously done so with a view to 
outraging the feelings of a particular class of 
citizens of Pakistan [i.e. Muslims - Ed.] and 
thereby committed an offence punishable 
with 10-year imprisonment; . . . it was also 
alleged that being a Qadiani or Ahmadi, by 
using the expressions, he directly or indirect
ly posed himself to be a Muslim . . . which 
offence was punishable with three years 
imprisonment ... " 

The latest news is that the Supreme Court, while 
ruling in the matter of bail, has noted that the mere 
use of these expressions "does not create in a 
Muslim, or for that matter anyone else, any of the 
feeling of hurt, offence or provocation etc. etc., nor 
is it derogatory to the Holy Prophet or the Mus
lims". The substantial case itself is still to proceed 
in the Lahore High Court. 

Some of our readers may be rightly perplexed as 
to how it requires eminent and learned judges of 
the Supreme Court of a modern state to determine 
that a person who uses sacred Islamic expressions 
glorifying Allah and the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
is not offending Muslims or defiling the name of 
the Holy Prophet. It is something which is so 
clearly obvious to any man in the street who knows 
little of religion or law. Yet absurd laws create 
absurd situations, and the law that exists in Pakistan 
to the effect that Ahmadis cannot "pose" as Mus
lims has meant, time and again, that members of 
this Movement have been charged with the criminal 
offence of practising some aspect of Islam. By the 
greatest paradox and irony in religious history, a 
state claiming to be Islamic makes it a crime, 
punishable by the draconian penalties mentioned in 
the extract above, for some of its citizens to act 
upon the teachings ofislam. People have even been 
accused of possessing "objectionable literature", 
which was none other than the Holy Quran. 

If a real non-Muslim, such as a Christian or a 
Hindu, were to use the sacred Islamic expressions 

[continued on page 19, column 2] 
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Introduction to Islam 

Serialization of basic questions 

by the Editor 

FASTING 

17 

67. What is fasting as prescribed by Islam?

Fasting is a form of training to refrain from all
wrong-doing by learning to control one's desires.
It consists of giving up the most basic urges which
human beings have, i.e., the urge to satisfy hunger,
thirst and sexual desire, for an interval of time, and
devoting oneself to serving and helping others
while disregarding one's own needs.

68. How is fasting done in Islam?

During the month known as Ramadaan in the
Islamic calendar, every day from the start of day
light in the early morning till sunset, one must not
eat or drink (or have sexual relations). People
usually have a meal while it is still dark just before
dawn breaks, and then do not eat or drink anything
at all until sunset when the fast ends. During the
hours of fasting, extra effort must be made to be
kind, generous and helping to others, and to avoid
doing anything bad or harmful to other people.

69. Is fasting in Ramadaan compulsory for every
Muslim?

Every healthy adult Muslim man or woman must
fast during Ramadaan. Those who happen to fall ill
or be on a journey during any part of this month do
not have to fast on those days and should complete
the missed fasts after Ramadaan. People who are
permanently unable to fast, or those whose reasons
for not fasting are prolonged, such as the very old,
the long-term ill, and women who are pregnant or
feeding babies, etc., can give in charity instead of
fasting. This charity consists, at the least, of giving
a day's food to one poor person for every fast
missed.

70. How does fasting enable us to give up the bad
desires which lead to wrong-doing?

During the fast, a person feels the urge to have
something to eat or drink, but he withstands this
strongest of all desires, in obedience to God. This
daily training, for a month, exercises and
strengthens his ability to control bad desires in
everyday life which lead to wrong-doing. This is
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just as when we do physical exercise it strengthens 
the body, and enables it to fight off illness more 
easily. 

71. Are there any other moral benefits of fasting?

Yes. Firstly, man is drawn closer to God because
when he feels hungry or thirsty during the fast it is
the thought of the nearness of God which stops him
from satisfying his desires. This intensifies the
feeling within him that God is always near at hand.
Secondly, fasting teaches one to be patient and
resolute in difficulties, for that is what one does
during the fast. Thirdly, it makes us realise the
great blessings of food and drink which are so
easily available, but which we normally take for
granted. Fourthly, it curbs the feelings of greed that
develop in people when they have all that they
need, and even more.

72. And what does fasting teach us about how to
treat other people?

It makes us realise the suffering and the feelings of
those who are deprived and destitute. A very
important purpose of fasting is to learn to care
about the needs of other people by being less
concerned with oneself. This is why charitable acts
of all kinds are especially encouraged during the
month of fasting. By giving up your right to con
sume your own food and drink during the fast, you
train yourself to be able to give up something that
is rightfully yours, voluntarily and cheerfully, in
order to help and serve others.

HAJJ OR PILGRIMAGE TO MAKKA 

73. What is Hajj?

Every year, in the beginning of the month of
Zil-Hijja in the Muslim calendar, a great inter
national gathering of Muslims is held at Makka in
Arabia, where they pledge that there is only One
God for the whole of humanity and that all persons
are equal, regardless of race, nation, wealth or
status. This occasion is known as the Hajj (pro
nounced rather like the word judge, with h being
read in place ofj) or the Pilgrimage to Makka. The
pilgrim goes to Makka at great personal sacrifice,
and gives up many comforts of life while there.
From his privations, he learns the lesson that man
has to sacrifice his desires if he is to attain near
ness to God and to establish a world-wide brother
hood of equality and love.
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74. Please outline the chief features of Hajj?

All pilgrims, at the commencement of the 
.
three

days of the Pilgrimage, put on the same simple

dress of two sheets of cloth. Thus all distinctions

of wealth, position and family are removed during

the Hajj by making every person appear the same

outwardly. The Hajj itself consists of a number
_
of

acts of worship and remembrance of God, which 

are performed by the individual in the company of
the vast congregation. Two of the most important

of these devotions are the tawaaf (making circuits

around the Ka'ba, the simple four-walled building

which Muslims all over the world face in prayer),

and the gathering of the pilgrims in a plain called
Ara/a to glorify God.

75. What is the significance of these acts?

These acts of worship are the highest spiritual
experience. By going around the Ka'ba, the pilgrim
expresses the greatest love for the One God
because this building is the greatest and oldest
memorial to the purest form of belief in One G od.
Going around the Ka'ba is as if to say that one's
life should revolve around belief in One God. In
the gathering at Arafa, there is a vast ocean of
humanity, people of all colours, races, nations,
languages, walks of life, the rich and the poor, the
'high' and the 'low', but all are exactly alike, in
the same simple clothes, remembering God in the
same way. From this, the pilgrims carry back home
the lesson of the equality and brotherhood of
mankind, which can only come through belief in
One God.

76. Do Muslims worship the Ka 'ba, or believe that
God lives there?

No, definitely not. How can they worship the
Ka'ba when, in fact, they go there to remember
that God is One? And, according to Muslim belief,
God is everywhere in this universe of ours, so He
cannot live in any one place or building. The Ka 'ha
is an ancient memorial to the belief in One God,
being associated with the Prophets Abraham and
Muhammad (peace be upon them) who taught this
belief most vigorously. It is a venue for the gathe
ring of all nations, at which they come together and
remember that only this belief can unite them.
Though God is everywhere, yet when hundreds of
thousands of people make the greatest sacrifice to
gather in one place just to worship Him, that place
rightly deserves the title of the 'House of God', as
the Ka'ba is called. I
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To our esteemed readers 

by the Editor 

We have been publishing The Light and Islamic 
Review in its present form since late 1991, and this 
is the 9th issue to appear. We have done our best to 
ensure that the articles are informative, interesting, 
topical, and new. (New here includes Urdu material 
which is appearing for the first time in English, and 
other previously published valuable material which 
is no longer generally known.) Many of the articles 
were written specially for The Light. We hope that 
this helped to improve the quality of the magazine. 

In order to meet the needs of its readers pro
perly, a journal must establish effective communi
cation with them. Your frank opinion on any aspect 
of the publication is required. Your suggestions are 
needed regarding what kind of articles should 
appear. Any items you come across in the media, 
which you feel we ought to take note of, are also 
welcome if you forward them. If you have ques
tions on religious subjects, we can attempt to 
answer them. And those who wish to contribute 
their own articles can have the assurance that, as 
long as an article is relevant and appropriate to the 
scope of this magazine, we will give the highest 
priority to publishing it at the earliest opportunity. 

Schedules. 

There are undoubtedly problems of time because 

The Light is edited and prepared in England, then 
sent for printing in the U.S.A., and finally, from 
there, it is despatched to readers all over the world, 
mostly by surface mail. Our target is that normally 
the printing of an issue should be completed 
around the beginning of the first month named on 
the issue, so that it should have reached every 
reader before the end of the second month (many 
receiving it by the middle of that month). 

Thus, under normal circumstances, many 
readers would have received this issue, dated 
January-February 1993, by the middle of February. 
However, the voluntary workers of this Movement 
who produce this magazine have sometimes other 
unavoidable engagements which cause delays in its 
publication. In this case, attending the annual 
gathering in Lahore in December/January has 
meant that this issue could not go to press till 
sometime in February, and will reach you late. For 
this we can only apologise. I 
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

The cost of printing The Light and Islamic Review, 
and mailing it to you ( often distances of thousands 
of miles), is quite substantial. This is despite the 
fact that much of the work involved in the entire 
production process is done on a voluntary basis. 
Please take this into consideration and, if you have 
not already done so, subscribe by completing and 
returning the form below. 

(Note that subscribers in Britain should contact the 
British branch of the A.A.I.lL. at: 

15 Stanley Avenue, Wembley, Middlesex HAO 4JQ 

Tel: 081-903 2689) 
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Address: 
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[Continued from page 17, column 1] 

to send blessings upon the Holy Prophet, or to have 
the Holy Quran in his possession, no doubt all 
Muslims would be pleased and delighted. If a non
Muslim person or state were to announce that they 
agree with some particular teaching of Islam, and 
are going to adopt that teaching, there would be 
jubilation among Muslims. Yet the law in Pakistan 
has created a category of non-Muslim (namely, 
Ahmadis) whose members, if they practise any 
well-known aspect oflslam, are alleged to "outrage 
the feelings of Muslims"! We await the final out
come of the case in Lahore. I 
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