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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true. original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people 1owards 
the truth. by means of reasoning. good moral example. and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power. nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad ( 1835-1908). our Founder. arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race. nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters. it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lii 

iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rasul Alliih (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
pod to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya AnJuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
S11riname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
G11yana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin. it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-l 920s. 

Achievements: 

The AnJuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam. originally in English 
and Urdu. including. translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
hooks are being translated rnto other lan
guages. such as French. German. Spanish. 
Russian. Chinese and Japanese. 

The AnJuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world. including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: /-lazrtll Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 

after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central hody 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan. an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement. al a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Destined victory of Islam 

M ujaddid raised for this purpose 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(As customary every year, this issue contains special 
articles commemorating the anniversary of the death of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in May 1908. Below we give 
the opening text from Hazrat Mirza's booklet 'Fath-i Islam·, 
published in 1890, which was his first writing after claiming 
to be the Messiah raised both for the internal reform of the 
Muslims and for the defence and propagation of Islam.) 

The victory of Islam, glad tidings of the special 
assistance of God, and a call to the ways of follo-

wing it and means of its support. 

My Lord! place the spirit of blessing into this word 
of mine and make the hearts of men tllrn towards it. 

0 readers! May Allah protect you in both material 
and spiritual ways! Today. after quite a long time, 
this humble servant calls your attention to an 
imponant matter concerning the Divine mission for 
the support of Islam. entrusted to me by the Most 
High God. In this treatise, with all the power of 
speech God has conferred upon me. I wish to 
impress upon you the greatness of this mission and 
the need to assist it, so that I may be absolved of 
the duty of propagation which is incumbent upon 
me. I am, therefore, not concerned in this statement 
with what effect this writing will have upon the 
heans. My object is only to convey. as best as it 
ought to be done, that which is my duty and the 
message which is a burden like debt, irrespective of 
whether people listen to it willingly, or look upon 
it with revulsion and disgust, whether they entertain 
favourable thoughts about me or harbour suspicion 
in their hearts. I leave my affair to Allah, Who is 
ever watchful over His servants. Now I write as 
follows the treatise indicated above. 

Present dark age. 

0 you seekers of truth and true lovers of Islam! It 
is clear to you that this age in which we are living 
is a time of such darkness that great deterioration 
has taken place in all matters, whether relating to 
belief or action, and a severe storm of misguidance 
and evil is raging from every direction. What is 
termed faith has been replaced by a few words 
merely professed by the tongue; and what are called 
good deeds are considered to be some rituals or 
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works of extravagance and show. And there is utter 
ignorance of true righteousness. The philosophy and 
science of this age too is strongly opposed to 
spiritual welfare. Its teachings cast a very harmful 
influence upon its followers, and have proved to 
lead them towards darkness. They quicken the 
poisonous matter within man, and awaken the satan 
from slumber. People involved with these branches 
of knowledge often create such an aversion to reli
gious matters in their hearts that they begin to look 
with scorn and ridicule at the Divine teachings and 
the devotional practices such as prayer and fasting. 
In their hearts there is no value or honour for the 
existence of God; on the contrary, most of them arc 
imbued with godlessness and filled with atheism. 
being the opponents of faith while being known as 
the progeny of the Muslims. In the case of those 
studying in colleges, it often happens that before 
they have finished the acquisition of the necessary 
knowledge, they are finished in and divested of all 
interest in faith and its service. 

Honesty and integrity vanished. 

I have mentioned just one branch laden with the 
fruits of misguidance in the present age. But there 
arc hundreds of other branches besides. no less 
dangerous. It is generally observed that honesty and 
integrity has so departed from the world as to have 
completely disappeared. Deceit and fraud. for the 
purpose of material gain. have increased beyond all 
limits; and the most wicked is considered to be the 
most worthy. All sorts of crookedness. dishonesty. 
corruption. deception. falsehood. the most devilish 
cunning. greedy designs. and evil habits arc becom
ing rampant. Malice and disputes. combined with 
the most utter ruthlessness. are on the increase. A 
storm of bestial and animal passions is raging all 
around; and the more the people become accom
plished and adept in these sciences and the estab
lished laws. the greater is their decline in the 
natural qualities of goodness and virtuous beha
viour. and in the innate traits of modesty. shame. 
godliness and honesty. 

Christian deramation of Islam. 

The teachings of the Christians too arc digging all 
sorts of tunnels to blow up the edifice of truth and 
faith. In order to extirpate Islam, the Christian 
people have worked very hard to create all manner 
of subtle falsehood and fabrications which they 
employ at every place and opportunity to rob the 
faith. Ever newer methods and modem techniques 
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to mislead and misguide are being invented. They 
are abusing and reviling that Perfect Man (the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad) who is the pride of all the 
holy ones, the crown of all the chosen ones, and the 
chief of all the prophets. So much so. that plays are 
staged in theatres which, with extreme wickedness. 
depict picmres of and mimic Islam and its Holy 
Founder in a very foul sense. Fabricated calumnies 
are spread by the medium of the theatre. sparing no 
degree of villainy in dishonouring Islam and the 
Holy Prophet. 

Divine plan for defence of Islam. 

0 Muslims! listen. and listen attentively! All the 
intricate fabrications and the devious methods 
employed by the Christians to hinder the purifying 
innucnce of Islam, and the cffons made to spread 
them by the utmost exertion and by the spending of 
money like water. so much so that the most disrepu
table means. the details of which arc best omitted to 
avoid soiling this book. have been fully used to this 
end - these are the crafty activities of the Chris
tians and the believers in the trinity. And until God. 
to combat their enchantment. shows His powerful 
hand possessing the might of a miracle. and 
smashes this talisman of magic by means of this 
miracle. it is impossible 10 imagine that the simple 
hcans can ever be freed from the spell of this 
Western wizardry. Therefore, to destroy this magi
cal innucnce, God has shown the true Muslims of 
this age the miracle of raising this servant of His to 
fight the opponents, having bestowed upon him His 
revelation, word and special blessings, and endowed 
him fully with the subtle knowledge of His way. 
And He gave him many heavenly gifts, signs from 
above. and the knowledge of spiritual truths and 
fine matters, so that with this Divine stone the 
waxen idol made by the Western enchantment may 
be smashed. 

So, 0 Muslims! lhe advent of this humble 
servant is indeed a miracle of God to dispel the 
darkness of this spell. Was it not essential that to 
combat magic a miracle should come into the 
world'! Do you consider it strange and impossible 
that, to defeat these schemes of extreme cunning 
which truly are magical, the Most High God should 
shine the nare of truth which has the strength of a 
miracle? 

God's promises fulfilled. 

0 people of wisdom! Be not astonished that God 
has sent down a light from heaven at this time of 
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dire need and in these days of total darkness. and 
sent a servant into the world specially for the 
purpose of the propagation of Islam, dissemination 
of the light of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, sup
pon of the Muslims and the reform of their internal 
condition. Surprise there would have been if God, 
the Defender of the faith of Islam, Who had pro
mised that He would ever be the Guardian of the 
teaching of the Quran. and would never let ii 
become lifeless. desolate and lacklustre. had done 
nothing seeing these internal and external troubles. 
and failed to recall His promise which He had 
clearly given in His Holy Word. I say again. what 
would have been a matter of surprise would be if 
the clear and plain prophecy of His Holy Messen
ger. which stated that at the head of every century 
God lhe Most High shall raise a man who will 
revive His religion. had gone wrong. 

So it is not an occasion for astonishment. hut for 
offering thousands upon thousands of thanks. and 
the time for the strengthening of one's belief and 
faith. thal out of His grace and kindness God has 
made true His promise without even a moment's 
delay in the fulfilmenl of His Messenger's pro
phecy. And He not only brought to pass this pro
phecy. hut also opened the door to thousands of 
prophecies and signs fur the future. If you really 
possess faith, you should express thanks. bowing 
before God with gratitude. because the time waiting 
for which your forefathers passed away. and yearn
ing for which countless souls departed, has been 
found by you. To value it or not, to take advantage 
from it or not, lies in your hands. I will say it again 
and again, and I cannot refrain from declaring it, 
that I am that man who has been sent exactly at the 
right time for the reformation of the people so that 
the faith may be established afresh in the hearts. 

Mujaddid raised like unto· Messiah. 

I have been sent like that man (i.e. Jesus) who was 
sent after the Kalrm-ulliih (Prophet Moses). whose 
soul was taken up to heaven after suffering many 
afnictions in the reign of Herod. So when. for the 
chastisement of the latter pharaohs, there came the 
second Kalrm-ulltih, who is in reality the foremost 
and the chief of the Prophets, of whom it is said: 
"Surely We have sent to you a Messenger, a witness 
against you, as We sent to Pharaoh a Messenger" 
(Holy Quran 73: 15), and who was in his works the 
like of the first Kalrm-ulliih (Moses), but superior 
to him in rank, he too was promised a like of the 
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Messiah. And that like-of-the-Messiah, bearing the 
power, spirit and qualities of Jesus the son of Mary, 
has descended from heaven in a similar age and 
after the lapse of a similar period of time to that 
which passed from Moses to Jesus, i.e. in the 
fourteenth century. And his descent was in a spiri
tual sense, as is the descent of the Perfect Men, 
after their ascension, for the reformation of man
kind. Moreover, he has come in an age which, in all 
respects, is like the age in which Jesus son of Mary 
came, so that it may be a sign for those who under
stand. 

Triumph of Islam by spiritual means. 

No one should be hasty in denial, lest he be 
adjudged to dispute with God the Most High. The 
worldly people whose minds are in darkness and 
who are clinging to their old notions will not accept 
him. But that time will shortly come which will 
make their error manifest to them. A warner came 
into the world, but the world accepted him not. 
God, however, will accept him, and establish his 
truth with very powerful onslaughts. This is not the 
saying of a mortal. but the revelation of God and 
the word of the glorious Lord. I believe that the 
days of these onslaughts arc near, but they shall not 
be with the sword and spear, nor will there be any 
need for bayonets and guns. On the contrary. God's 
help will come with spiritual armaments, and there 
will be a mighty battle with the Jews. Who are 
they? They are today's worshippers of the outward 
forms, about whom it is agreed that they arc follo
wing in the exact footsteps of the Jews. The hea
venly sword of God will cut them into two, and 
obliterate the Jewish trait. Every worshipper of the 
world, the one-eyed Dajjdl who hides the truth, 
being blind to faith, shall be slain by the sword of 
cutting arguments. 

Truth will be triumphant, and that day of fresh
ncss and brightness will dawn again for Islam as 
prevailed in earlier times, and the sun of Islam shall 
rise again in its glory as it rose before. But it is not 
so yet. It is essential that heaven must keep it from 
rising until our hearts bleed with toil and sacrifice, 
and we forsake all comforts for its manifestation, 
and accept all manner of humiliation for the honour 
of Islam. The revival of Islam demands of us a 
sacrifice. What is that? That we lay down our lives 
for this end. This is the death upon which depends 
the life of Islam and the Muslims, and the manifes
tation of the Living God - and this is what is 
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known in other words as Islam. It is the revival of 
this Islam which God the Most High now wishes to 
bring about. For the implementation of this grand 
plan it was essential that He should create a great 
Movement which is effective in every way. 

So the Wise and Powerful God did just that by 
sending this humble servant for the reformation of 
the people. 

* * * * * 

Faith moves mountains 

Muslims need faith in triumph of Islam 
- Rally around Promised Messiah' s

banner 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The whole superstructure of religion rests on faith. 
Apparently faith seems to be an insignificant 
matter. It is a word which everybody can utter. But 
the depth to which faith may penetrate one's heart. 
though hidden from external view, yet its results arc 
tremendous. As the saying of Jesus Christ goes, 
faith moves mountains. Today Muslims say that 
they believe in Islam. But the result of such a belief 
is stagnation. The companions of the Holy Prophet 
were also believers in the same faith; they shook 
the whole world. What a tremendous difference 
between these two faiths. It is therefore said in the 
Quran: 

"O you who believe, believe in Allah and His 
Apostle." (4: 136) 

It is not enough that one should utter the Kalimah 
and enter the fold of Islamic brotherhood. This is a 
beginning and if the faith thus achieved is not 
nurtured, it may lead nowhere and die in its 
infancy. It is only by persistent endeavour and 
ceaseless toil that the seed of faith sown by decla
ring the Islamic formula, develops into a tree, 
blossoms and bears its fruits. One of the greatest 
mistakes of Muslims of today is that they arc 
satisfied with the seed, nay with the husk of the 
thing and care little about advancing. They please 
themselves with the idea that they are members of 
the brotherhood of Islam and therefore need nothing 
else for individual, as well as national, progress. 
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Faith in the triumph of Islam. 

Every Muslim heart may have some faith, however 
insignificant it be, in the ultimate victory of Islam. 
This in itself helps the cause, but little. Let us 
compare this superficial traditional faith with what 
a great sage cherished in his heart. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad. the Promised Messiah, had also in his heart 
this faith in the success of Islam. But his faith was 
entirely of a different stamp. It moved him all his 
life. It was a passion with him which had possessed 
him and all his inner urges. There was not a single 
adversary of Islam whom the Promised Messiah left 
unanswered. There is not a single principle of 
Islam. the excellence. the utility and the heauty of 
which he has not unveiled. During his life he 
worked day and night. His one aim, his one object, 
was to prove the worth of Islam and the value of its 
tenets. He was not a man of education in the mod
em sense of the word. Born in a village he had 
never crossed the boundaries of his province. He 
did not know modem languages. But what was his 
vision'? His dominating passion was to see Islam 
spread over the western world. This was not only 
his heartfelt desire but it was at the same time his 
conviction that the time was fast approaching. He 
was not only convinced of the victory of Islam but 
he initiated the battle. He knew the weapons that 
were required. The path of glory was open to him. 
He treaded it and demonstrated its value. He created 
a group of persons and coloured their lives with the 
same hue of faith. 

Why Ahmadis are in the forefront. 

Some minds arc puzzled when they sec that the 
disciples of the Promised Messiah win victories for 
Islam which others cannot. It is not a difficult 
problem to probe. The difference in the two cases 
is one of faith. As the Quran has beautifully put it: 

"The likeness of a good word is the likeness 
of a good tree whose roots are deep down 
into the earth and whose branches high up in 
the sky, it gives its fruits always." 
(14:24-25) 

Here the phrase good word signifies genuine faith. 
Ahmadis have the same Quran in which they 
believe: they have the same Prophet Muhammad 
whom they obey; yet Ahmadis are successful 
because they have that spark of faith which wins. 
They are convinced of the triumph of Islam in this 
age. They possess arguments which are destined to 
win the world today. Muslims, as a whole, were 

• MAY - JUNE 1993 

To our readers 

The last two issues having been delayed, we have 
caught up with the normal schedule again with the 
May-June issue. There are some articles marking 
the 85th anniversary of the death of the Founder of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. Of the nine articles in 
this issue, six are entirely new. Among the remain
ing. there are two articles translated from Urdu 
which will be new to readers in English. It takes 
considerable effort and time to procure such a wide 
selection as we present here. You too can greatly 
assist us by sending your own articles, cuttings 
from the press. points of view etc. 

despairing of the hold of Islam even upon Muslims 
under the onslaught of modem civilization. But a 
tiny section of theirs - those whose hearts had 
been kindled with the light of faith - demonstrated 
that Islam could conquer even the hearts of the very 
advocates of twentieth century culture. While all 
others look to the West and seek their salvation in 
imitating western ideals, the Ahmadis endeavour 
successfully to save the West from its imperfect and 
unbalanced civilization. It is not a small change that 
has been brought by the Mujaddid of this century. 
He has revolutionized the whole outlook. He has 
brought back faith to this earth and has infused new 
life into dead bones. Many enlightened persons 
enquire what object is gained by rallying around the 
banner of the Promised Messiah while they arc 
Muslims. I say to them that it is a question of 
advancement and of progress or of stagnation and 
standstill. It is a question of the victory of Islam or 
of its decadent condition. Where can one get that 
faith which will move him to successful efforts'! 
How to free himself from the domination of the 
West and from its perilous ideals of materialism 
and unbelief today? What way is open to Islam 
today to march with victorious footsteps? None can 
answer these questions satisfactorily but the man of 
light and faith whom the Almighty has raised for 
the revival of Islam. The work that the Ahmadiyya 
Movement has done already is revolutionizing the 
world and has attracted many a living soul. Let 
those who cherish any love for their religion stop 
speculating and come forward like chivalrous men 
and plunge themselves into the battle that is win
ning Islamic glory at the present time. I 
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Revival of the faith 

Mujaddids are like "green plants" for 
reviving spiritual life of Muslims 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vldyarthl 

(This has bssn translatsd from an articls by ths Maulana 
m ths Movsmsnt's Urdu papsr 'Paigham Sulh ·, writtsn in 
1968 on ths 60th annivsrsary of ths dsmiss of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad.) 

The Sura Ya Sfn (eh. 36 of the Holy Quran) is 
customarily read before a Muslim on his death-bed. 
in order to tum his mind away from this world and 
to the next. The idea is good, but not as beneficial 
as it is thought to be. If a man neglected the Quran 
all his life, what can he gain by listening to it when 
dying? We arc reminded of a story that a Nawab 
(aristocrat) in the Muslim state of Hyderabad 
Deccan,lndia, heard that there was an old woman 
who recited the Quran beautifully. So he engaged 
her to live in his mansion and recite the Quran day 
and night. One day, as the Nawab passed by her, 
hearing her recitation he asked her what she was 
reading ... Sura Ya Sin," she replied. The Nawab was 
struck with terror: "You arc reading Yd Sin!" he 
exclaimed, .. You accursed woman! you are going to 
cause someone to die". With these words. he 
expelled her from his house! 

The Ya Sin does not deliver the message of 
death to the living; on the contrary, it gives life to 
the dead and revives decayed bones. At the close of 
this chapter, there occur the words: 

"Says he (man): Who will give life to the 
bones, when they are rotten. Say: He will 
give life to them Who brought them into 
existence at first, and He is Knower of all 
creation, Who made for you fire from the 
green tree, so that from it you kindle." 
(36:78-80) 

Many scientific truths are conveyed in this verse. 
The basis of life on eanh is the green matter con
tained in plants. Discoveries in biological science 
tell us that life on earth began with plants. At that 
time there was only water and salt available, which 
could suppon plant life of a primitive kind, like 
algae on the sea-bed. Gradually, plants evolved and 
became more advanced. This is what is meant by 
the words: 
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"And We made from water everything liv
ing." (21 :30) 

Life did not reach the animal stage from algae in a 
single step, but passed through numerous stages in 
evolution. No one knows how many stages had to 
be passed through from the algae to flowering 
plants and magnificent trees. Just as from the dim 

light of the glow-worm to the brightly shining sun, 
there are innumerable grades of light and heat, 
similarly there arc countless stages in the evolution 
of plant life. "He is Knower of all creation" means 
that He knows not only all kinds of creation, but is 
the creator and knower of all these stages as well. 

Animal life from the .. green matter". 

Commentators of the Quran have taken the "fire 
from the green tree" to refer to cenain trees whose 
branches produce sparks by friction when they rub 
against one another. But these words do not refer to 
any accidental production of fire or any panicular 
type of tree. Scientists tell us that in almost every 
type of tree there is a green substance called chlo

rophyll which not only provides the basis of supp
oning the life of the tree but all animal life is 
dependent on its action as well. This green subs
tance, within which exists the fuel of life of all 
animals, produces the "fire" of life (oxygen), upon 
which depends all plant and animal life. 

However, chlorophyll by itself is not sufficient. 
In fact, it is in a sense a burden on the tree. So 
when the tree can no longer make use of it, it sheds 
it. In the autumn when heat and light from the sun 
stan to diminish, and the leaves cannot perform 
their function. nature causes trees to shed the 
burden of leaves. 

The sun. 

That great sea of fire and heat, by those help 
chlorophyll docs its wonderful work, is the sun. It 
is rightly said: Without the sun there would be no 
life at all upon this earth, no light and no life. The 
chapter Ya Sin is a grand exposition of the power 
and the blessings of the sun. which brings life to 
earth after its death. In Arabic, Hebrew, and in fact 
all semitic languages, the words sin (where s is the 
letter sin) and sin (where s is the letter sad) arc 
used with the meaning of "the rising sun in the 
east". The Arabs call China as as-sin (s being sad 
here) because for them it lies in the direction from 
where the sun rises. In semitic languages, the word 
for a year is sana (s being the letter sfn) because 
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the sun is the basis for measuring the year. 

The purpose of the Holy Quran is not to teach 
astronomy but to convey in the words: 

"Yii srn! By the Quran full of wisdom. Thou 
an certainly one of the messengers." (36: 1-3) 

that the spiritual sun of the world is the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad who is elsewhere called "a 
light-giving sun" (33:46). Jesus is called "the 
morning star" (Rev. of John. 22: 16) because he 
came to deliver the good news of the coming of this 
sun. the Holy Prophet Muhammad. The mention of 
the Quran shows that it is due to the Quran that the 
Holy Prophet became a light-giving sun. 

The working or chlorophyll. 

Although the source of life is the sun. it is the 
green matter in plant life which, taking the light 
from the sun. becomes the source of life for both 
plant life and other life. Just as chlorophyll. with 
the help of the sun's light and heat. breaks up 
carbon dioxide into its life-giving constituents. so 
does the spiritual tree. by receiving light from the 
Holy Quran. separate good and evil, and give life to 
the Ummah. 

The words which follow. "so that from it you 
kindle", do not refer to burning wood but to man 
kindling the fire of spiritual life within himself. 
Chlorophyll is a wonder of nature because it is 
extremely difficult to break down the carbon di
oxide in the air into carbon and oxygen. To do this 
in a scientific laboratory requires creating high 
temperatures of thousands of degrees with expen
sive equipment and noisy machinery. Yet the leaf of 
a green tree, with the aid of sun-light, and without 
any expense or noise, can separate carbon and 
oxygen from ordinary air and support the life of 
countless animals. Is this not a strong proof of the 
existence of God, that only a Knowing and Wise 
Power can bring this about? 

Rising of sun of Islam in the whole world. 

The sun whose blessings are mentioned in the 
chapter Ya srn bears a perfect analogy to the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad. This sun is to rise twice, once 
upon the eastern world and once upon the western 
world. This is the meaning of the Quranic verse 
"Lord of the two Easts and the two \Vests" (55: 17), 
i.e. this spiritual sun will be the nourisher of both
the cast and the west, and his religion will illumi
nate the whole world. But when shall this come to
pass'? It will happen when centres of the propa-
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gation of Islam are established in the western 
world, and the Holy Quran is translated into Euro
pean languages, so that the "light-giving sun" rises 
upon those lands. 

It is no secret who in this present age laid the 
foundations of this grand work. In his first book. 
Bariihfn Ahmadiyya, the proofs of the truth of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad that Hazrat MirLa 
Ghulam Ahmad has presented from the Holy Quran 
constitute a brilliant introduction to the Quran. 
However. his aim that 300 such arguments will be 
presented could not be fulfilled for some Divinely
ordained reason. After reading the four parts of this 
excellent book, you wish that you could enjoy some 
more of this fruit of knowledge. But if Hazrat 
Mirla sahib had exhausted all the Quranic know
ledge and the proofs of the truth of the Holy 
Prophet, he would have deprived us of the pleasure 
of work and research. and barred the way for us to 
show our love for the Holy Prophet. But these 
"green trees" do not come to make man's reason 
and intellect redundant: on the contrary, they make 
it sharper and clearer. 

In our age. according to Dr. Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal. it was only Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
who showed love for the Holy Quran. this being his 
way of showing love for the Holy Prophet Muha
mmad since the Holy Prophet's own beloved was 
the Quran. 

Hazrat Mirza raises tone of discussion. 

There was a time when the Ulama debated and 
discussed issues such as the following: whether in 
prayer one should raise hands when rising from the 

ruku position to the standing posture; how amrn

should be uttered, loudly or silently; whether the 
flesh of the crow was allowed or not; was the 'arsh 

of Allah made of wood. creaking under the burden 
it was supporting; could Allah tell a lie; did a 
person become a believer or disbeliever through his 
own faith and actions, or had Allah since eternity 
fixed the number of believers and disbelievers. 
These questions were considered to be the f unda
mentals in determining faith. Who was it who, in 
this atmosphere and environment. performed life
giving work like a green tree? If Islam is a living 
religion, and the branches of this faith are green, 
full of chlorophyll, then spirit-reviving flowers will 
grow on this tree. The green tree and the sun (the 
Holy Quran) have the miraculous power, by acting 
together, to raise the dead to life. I 



THE LIGHT 

Death of Jesus in Quran 
"reasonable and valid" 

Saudi religious scholar says Muslims 
are entitled to believe in it 

compiled by the Editor 

(Note: The newspaper article quoted below is quite 
appropriate for this issue of 'The Light', in memory of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, as it shows that the death of 
Jesus is now deemed as a reasonable and valid interpre• 
tation of the Quran by Islamic scholars of Saudi Arabia.) 

In the Saudi Arabian newspaper Arab News (Saudi 
Arabia's first English language daily), of 18 Sep
tember 1992, one of the questions on the religious 
page (Islam in Perspective, p. 9), asked by a reader 
from Jeddah, is as follows: 

"May I put to you a question that you have 
answered before: 'Had the death of Jesus 
Christ preceded the miracle of his ascen
sion'!' After reading your question in which 
you said that Jesus Christ did not die, I 
happened to read a book entitled Deep into

the Quran by Dr. Kamal Umar, an eminent 
Pakistani author. He comes decidedly in 
favour of the view that Jesus Christ died a 
natural death. I am sending you a photocopy 
of the relevant pages, requesting you to clear 
the controversy." 

The answers on the page are given by Adil Salahi, 
who replies to readers' questions in other news
papers and magazines as well. His answer to this 
question is given below in full. (For the conve
nience of our readers, we have printed in bold those 
parts of the text which we wish to draw attention 
to.) 

, I have cenainly answered that question by 
saying that Jesus Christ did not die, but Allah 
raised him to Himself. In this, I have only 
given the view of the majority of scholars, 
including contemporary ones. I have quoted 
the Quranic verse which says in reference to 
what the Jews used to assert: "And their 
statement, 'We have killed the Messiah, 
Jesus, son of Mary, the messenger of Allah'. 
They certainly have neither killed him nor 
crucified him, although it was made to appear 
so to them." This verse concludes with a 
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categorical statement: "For certain they have 
not killed him, but Allah has raised him to 
Himself. Allah is Almighty, Wise." 

, There are a number of hadiths which 
speak of the return of Jesus Christ to this 
world when he will resume his mission of 
preaching the message of the Oneness of 
Allah. That will definitely be the Divine 
message in its final form, i.e. Islam. as 
preached by Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
on them both). Those Hadiths and the Quran
ic statements which speak of the raising of 
the Prophet Jesus provide a full justification 
for the view of the majority of scholars that 
Jesus Christ did not die but was raised by 
Allah and that he will make a second appear
ance at a time which will be appointed by 
Allah Himself and known to Him alone. 
However, there are references to Jesus Christ 
in the Quran which use a term that is most 
frequently used to indicate death although 
not necessarily so. Linguistically speaking, 
the word means the completion of a term. 
When it refers to life, it means the comple
tion of one's life and its termination by 
death. It is used in this sense in other verses 
of the Quran. Dr. Kamal Umar quotes these 
verses in his book and translates them as 
referring to the death of Jesus. Thus, he gives 
the translation of Verse 55 of Surah 3 as 
follows: "When Allah said: Isa! (this is the 
Arabic name of Jesus) certainly I would 
cause you to die and would raise you to 
Myself and will protect you from those 
people who rejected you." In this respect, Dr. 
Umar is not alone. A number of scholars, 
some of them prominent indeed, have 
expressed this view and argued that this 
expression which occurs in three different 
verses in the Quran, means actually that 
Jesus Christ died a natural death. They point 
out that Allah has protected him from his 
enemies, by foiling their attempts to kill or 
crucify him. There is no argument among 
Muslim scholars that Jesus Christ was neither 
killed nor crucified. But, as you sec, some 
scholars argue that he died a natural death. 

, When these scholars refer to the .. Ascen-
sion" of Jesus, or, use the Quranic expres
sion, his being raised to Allah, they interpret 
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this as having an abstract sense. According to 
them, it means that his position with Allah 
has been enhanced and he has been given a 
very high status. This is indeed the case, 
because Jesus Christ is one of the five mess
engers of Allah who have shown the greatest 
resolve in their service of Allah's cause. The 
other four arc: Noah. Abraham, Moses and 
Muhammad (peace be on them all). 

, When these scholars speak about the 
Hadiths which tell of the second coming of 
Jesus Christ and what he will be doing. such 
as breaking the cross. killing the pig and 
preaching the message of the Oneness of 
Allah. they cast strong doubts about their 
authenticity. Their argument is not without 
validity. Where docs this leave us'! The 
answer is that there arc two views: The first, 
which is held by a majority of scholars. is 
that Jesus Christ did not die but was raised 
by Allah and that he will make a second 
coming at a time determined by Allah, when 
he will be preaching the message of Islam. 
The other view is that Jesus Christ died a 
natural death after Allah had saved him from 
his enemies. Both groups of scholars agree 
that Jesus Christ was neither killed nor cruci
fied. Needless to say, those who subscribe to 
the second view do not speak of a second 
coming of Jesus Christ. 

, What we need to know is that the raising 
of Jesus Christ alive to Heaven is not an 
article of Islamic faith. This means that if a 
person denies it he is not an unbeliever. A 
person is not considered to be an unbeliever 
for pref erring a reasonable and valid inter
pretation of a Quranic verse. Had the Quran
ic verse been of the son that cannot admit 
more than one interpretation, then denying its 
meaning could easily land the person who 
makes such a denial in the class of non
belicvcrs. This means that a person may 
adopt the view he prefers, but when he docs 
so, he should arrive at the conclusion he 
prefers after carefully studying the matter and 
considering the evidence each group of 
scholars supply in support of their view. Dr. 
Umar has made a choice to which he is 
cenainly entitled. I chose the other view and 
I am equally entitled to it. , 
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Some comments. 

Not much comment is needed on the answer given 
above. We would point out that the following words 
arc rather striking: " . .. the Hadiths which tell of the 
second coming of Jesus Christ and what he will be 
doing, such as breaking the cross, killing the pig 
and preaching the message of the Oneness of 
Allah ... ". The first two tasks seem out of place with 
the third! To have any connection with the third, 
the tasks of "breaking the cross and killing the pig" 
cannot possibly be taken literally, and it is certain 
that Mr. Salahi. if asked further, would interpret 
these in a figurative sense. 

Once that is conceded, it is only natural to take 
figuratively all those aspects of these Hadith reports 
which would clash with the principles of Islam if 
taken literally. Primarily this means that the return 
of Jesus must be taken to mean the coming of a 
Mujaddid, a non-prophet, from among the followers 
of Islam, and not the appearance of a prophet after 
prophcthood came to a close with the coming of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. So Mr. Salahi is not 
entirely correct in saying that those who believe in 
the death of Jesus must necessarily reject the Hadith 
reports about his second coming. There arc those 
who believe in the death of Jesus. and yet also hold 
that rcpons of his second coming are genuine, but 
to he taken metaphorically. 

* * * * * 

Introduction to Islam 

Serialization of basic questions 

by the Editor 

THE HOLY QURAN 

86. Please tell us a little more about the Holy
Qura11 which you have mentio11ed throughout this
booklet while explaining the teachings of Islam.

The Holy Quran is the scripture of the Muslims. It
is the word of God as communicated to the Holy
Prophet Muhammad on a number of different
occasions from the time God made him a prophet,
at the age of 40, till his death (the years 609-632

C.E.). All these revelations, received at various
times over this period of 23 years, were arranged in
a set order by the Holy Prophet, and they make up
the Holy Quran.
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87. How did God communicate His messages and
words to the Holy Prophet?

God's messages arc not conveyed by sound which
can be heard by the human ear, but can only be
received by the inner, ·spiritual' senses possessed
by all human beings. In Prophets of God these
senses are extremely sharp and very highly deve
loped, and therefore they can receive clear commu
nications from God.

Just as in the physical world, messages have to 
be carried by various media, such as the air which 
carries sound, or radio waves, similarly the word of 
God is brought to the Prophet through the spiritual 
beings called angels. (See the earleir section on 
Angels.) The revelations in the Holy Quran were 
brought to the Holy Prophet Muhammad by the 
angel Gabriel in the form of clear words of the 
Arabic language. (According to Muslim belief, God 
spoke to all the other Prophets, such as Moses and 
Jesus, in the same manner in their languages.) 

88. How did the Holy Quran come down to us?

It was by the following stages:

i) During the Holy Prophet's life, whenever a
revelation came to him, he would proclaim it to 
people, then many of his followers would learn it 
by heart, and it would also be put into writing at 
the same time. As the Holy Quran was recited aloud 
in public prayers, and also read frequently at other 
times, every Muslim was quite familiar with its 
contents, and many knew it completely by heart. 

ii) About six months after the Holy Prophet's
death, which took place in 632 c.E., work was 
undertaken to collect a complete copy of the Quran 
consisting of all the writings taken down in the 
Holy Prophet's presence. This was done on the 
instructions of the first ruler of the Muslims, Abu 
Bakr, and with the help of the scribes and the 
Companions of the Holy Prophet. In this way, a 
master copy of the Quran was collected. 

iii) Some 15 years later, when Muslim rule had
spread far and wide, the third ruler of the Muslims 
after the Holy Prophet, Uthman, ordered further 
copies to be transcribed from this master copy. 
These copies were sent to the big cities of the then 
Muslim world to be kept as standard copies. Mus
lims also kept up the practice of memorising pans 
of the Holy Book, many learning the whole of it by 
heart. In this way, the Holy Quran was passed down 
the ages, in both written and oral form, remaining 
intact in its original form. Because the Quran was 
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recited everyday in large public gatherings, every
one recognised the same Quran. 

89. Do all Muslims have the same Quran, then?

Yes. Because of the reasons given above, the text of
the Muslim Scripture has been preserved in its
original purity. In fact. God had given a promise in
the Quran itself that He would Himself guard this
Holy Book:

.. Surely We have revealed the Reminder (the 
Quran), and surely We arc its Guardian." 
(15:9) 

All Muslims, whatever their sect, country or lan
guage, have always had exactly the same Arabic 
Quran, just as it was in the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad's time. No two copies of the Holy 
Quran anywhere in the world differ in any way. 

90. Please mention some features of the Holy Quran
which give it a unique place among the scriptures
of the world.

As regards just the text of the Holy Quran, it has
the following distinctions not found in the case of
any other scripture:

i) As mentioned above, the Holy Quran has not
undergone any loss or alteration since it first came 
into the world so many centuries ago, and all the 
followers of Islam have the same Quran. 

ii) The Holy Quran is still available to us today
in the original language in which it was revealed. 

iii) Arabic, the language of the Holy Quran, is
still a living language spoken and written by over 
100 million people, and has changed very little over 
the centuries. Therefore, any person today can learn 
it like any other modem language, and read and 
understand the Holy Quran directly. 

iv) The history of the revelation and the collec
tion of the Holy Quran is known fully and clearly. 
not being shrouded in mystery or uncertainty. 

We should add briefly, without being disres
pectful, that other scriptures have suffered much 
loss and alteration in the course of history. Their 
original languages have died out, so that only a few 
specialist scholars have the knowledge to study the 
text directly, and even they arc unsure of the 
meanings of many words in the translations they 
have produced. The origin and history of these 
scriptures is largely unknown, and no reliable 
information is available about their authors or 
persons to whom they were revealed. 
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91. Is there any other notable distinction of the
Holy Quran?
One that may be mentioned is that the Holy Quran
tells us all about itself. From various places in it we
learn that it is a Book called the Quran, a revelation
from God, communicated to the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, coming through the angel Gabriel. in
the Arabic language. The Quran also tells us that it
has been revealed in portions, not all at once, and
that the first revelation came to the Holy Prophet in
the month of Ramadaan.

The Holy Quran refers to itself by several names 
which show its qualities and the work it came to do. 
For instance, al-furqiin: which distinguishes 
between right and wrong, al-Hakrm: full of wisdom, 
al-nur: the Light, al-hudci: the guidance, etc. 

The unique features mentioned here and in the 
answer to the last question concern just the text of 
the Holy Book. There are many distinctive points 
about the Holy Quran as regards its teachings, and 
these will be found throughout this booklet. 

92. How is the Holy Quran divided?
So far as the subject matter is concerned. it is
divided into 114 chapters. Each chapter. called a
Sura in Arabic. consists of a number of verses, each
verse being called an Ayat. Some chapters were
wholly or largely revealed to the Holy Prophet
during the first 13 years of his mission when he
lived in Makka, and the rest after his emigration to
the city of Madina. Chapters generally revealed at
Makka are called Makki, and those revealed at
Madina are called Madani. While the chapters are
of varying lengths, the Holy Quran is also divided
into 30 almost equal parts, each part being known
as a juz (or separa in Urdu and Persian). This
division is simply to enable a reader to complete a
reading of the Holy Book in one month.

93. Is the Holy Quran arranged in order of the
sequence in which its various passages were
revealed to the Holy Prophet?
No. In fact the very first revelation which came to
the Holy Prophet is actually to be found in chapter
96, not far from the end of the Holy Quran. The
order in which various passages or chapters were
revealed is not of any importance, especially to
people after the Holy Prophet's time, because the
Quran is a complete, consistent book. A verse is
just as important and significant no matter when it
was revealed.
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Is the Quran enough for us? 

Neglect of Holy Quran by Muslims 

by Hafiz M. Abdullah 

Law Student, QMW College, London 

(Note: The scholarly, young author of the paper below, 
which has also appeared elsewhere, has submitted it for 
publication in 'The Light'.) 

AI-Quran is the last revelation of Allah which has 
been sent for the "guidance of mankind" (2: 185) 
and as a "criterion" (furqan) to judge between truth 
and falsehood (25: I). Allah has systematically 
arranged it (25:32) and has undertaken the duty to 
protect it for eternity ( 15:9). It is called the "mother 
of all hooks" (43: 14; 13:39), wherein there is "no 
doubt" (2:2) and falsehood cannot enter it (41 :42). 
The Quran is the .. healing" (10:57) for all the 
physical and spiritual ailments of mankind and a 
.. mercy" (17:82) for them from their Lord. It is 
fully explained (6: 114), its verses are clear (43:4) 
and it is easy to remember (54:17,22). 

Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the bless
ings of Allah be upon him, the recipient of the 
Message, is ordered by Allah to "hold fast to that 
which has been revealed to you" (43:43) and not to 
disobey a word of that revealed (6: 15; 10: 15). The 
Prophet's duty is to convey the message (5:67) and 
to "explain to the people what has been sent down 
for them so that they may reflect upon it" (16:44). 
Such was the mission of the Holy Prophet, and in 
his twenty-three years of prophethood he accom
plished his duty and demonstrated to us the Quranic 
life in practice. That was why when Aisha was once 
asked about the Prophet's character, she replied: 

"His character was the Quran." (Muslim, Abu 
Dawud, Musnad Ahmad) 

In his very last sermon, the Holy Prophet is on 
record to have said: 

.. I am leaving you the Quran, which if you 
uphold you will never go astray." (Muslim, 
Abu Dawud, lbn Maja) 

Such is the legacy that the Prophet left for the 
whole Ummah. 

Muslims exalted by following Quran. 

It was through the message of the Quran that the 
Muslim Ummah described as the "best of nations" 
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(3: 110) was brought about once upon a time from 
the darkness of ignorance to the light of truth 
(2:257) and gave them recognition to the world as 
the torch-bearers of truth, peace and justice. Allah 
has promised in the Quran that it is a duty on Him 
to "help the believers" (30:47) and that He will 
"never let the unbelievers prevail over the 
believers" (30:47). These are not just bare promises 

because "surely Allah never breaks His promises" 
(3:9; 13:31). History has clearly demonstrated to us 
that as long as the Muslims abided by the Quran 
they became successful and the promises of Allah 
were fulfilled. It was the early believers who, 
though less competent in number and resources, 
managed to dominate over the Persian and Byzan
tine Empires - the then superpowers of the world. 
Such was the result of clinging to the Quran. The 
Holy Prophet said: 

"Surely Allah elevates many people by virtue 

of this Book [Quran] and he also causes the 
downfall of others by virtue of the same." 
(Sahih Muslim) 

Decline sets in as Quran is abandoned. 

But on the other hand when Muslims began to drift 
away from the guidance of the Quran and substitute 
it with something else, they divided themselves into 
sects and eventually they became humiliated, 
oppressed and dominated by their enemies (6:65). 
This trend continues until today and in addition to 
the above, the Muslims are the most frequent 
victims of civil wars and natural disasters. Why is 
Allah allowing all these things to happen to the 
"chosen people" who claim to be the only nation on 
earth following the true religion? Why isn't He 
fulfilling His promises to rescue the "believers" 
from their enemies (30:47; 4:141; 48:22-23) and to 
give them the khilafa on earth (24:55)? The answer 
is obvious from the above quoted hadith and due to 
the fact that Allah promises victory to the 
"believers" and not to the so-called Muslims who 
are rightfully called Muzlims (people in darkness). 

Muslims follow in footsteps of Israelites. 

Sadly enough, the Muslim Ummah in its rise and 
decline very closely resembles the "Children of 
Israel" who were once chosen and favoured by 
Allah above all nations (2:47,122), but eventually 
they invoked the wrath of Allah and He chastised 
them (3: 12) and set loose their enemies against 
them (17:5). The Israelites too abandoned the 
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"Book of Allah" and threw it "behind their backs" 
(3:187; 2:101) or they accepted one part of the 
book and rejected the rest (2:85). Many of them did 
not know what was in the book but held false 
conjectures (2:78) and others "perverted its meaning 
after they understood it" (2:75). The same is the 
fate of the Muslims about whom the Holy Prophet 
made a prediction by saying: 

"My Ummah will undergo and experience all 
those conditions which were suffered by the 
Children of Israel in a manner of resem
blance in which a shoe of a pair resembles 
the other." (Tirmizi) 

Due to the neglect of the Quran, the Muslims have 
split themselves into sects and mazhabs, justifying 
themselves on the basis of a false hadith which 
says: "Difference of opinion among my Ummah is 
a mercy from Allah". But Allah has described the 
Muslims as "one Ummah" (21 :92: 23:52) and 
warned them saying: "Do not dispute with each 
other lest you should falter and your strength 
departs from you" (8:46). He describes "those who 
split their religion into sects" as '"polytheists" 
(30:31-32), that "each hizb [party] rejoices in what 
they have" (23:53; 30:32) and We got "nothing to 
do with them" (6: 159), because "for them there will 
be a terrible punishment" (3: I05). 

The pressure of taqleed (blind imitation) is so 
forceful among the people that they feel obliged to 
be loyal to their sects as though there was a Divine 
obligation to do so. Very often preference is given 
to their personal and sectarian inclinations over and 
above the Quran: 

"And when it is said to them, 'Follow that 
which has been revealed by Allah,· they say: 
'We follow the tradition of our forefathers,' 
even though their forefathers were devoid of 
understanding and guidance." (2: 170) 

The poet Iqbal describes such people as follows: 

"They cannot see open, unconcealed realities, 
whose eyes have become blind through 
subjugation and taq/eed." 

Taking religious leaders as "lords". 

The mullahs, whom many Muslims have taken as 
"lords besides Allah" (9:31), present unjustifiable 
excuses not to study the Quran in case they "get 
misled". They assert that the Quran is very difficult 
to understand and that you need to be a mujtahid to 
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approach the Book. But Allah says: "Surely this 
Qumn guides people to that which is most right" 
(17:9), and that: "He does not misguide anyone 
with it except the transgressors" (2:26). The Quran 
is not the personal property of any mujtahid or sect 
but "a guide for the God-conscious people" (2:2). 

That is why it addresses every human being to 
think, ponder and reflect on its verses, as Allah 
says: .. Do they not reflect on the Quran or arc there 
locks on their hearts'l" (47:24). 

Many Muslims have taken various sources other 
than the Quran as their .. authority" in religion. 
Some have given the fatwa that "to study fiqh 
(jurisprudence) is better than to study the Quran" 
(Fatawa Alamgiri, vol. 9, p. 129). Others like the 
Hanafi Shaikh Abul Hasan al-Karkhi have said that 
if the Quran and Sunna were on one side and the 
opinion of the Imam (Abu Hanifa and others) on 
the other, then one must follow the Imam "as he 
understood the Quran and Sunna better than you". 
Many others have taken their pirs and shaikhs as 
"lords besides Allah" and have given bai'ah (oath 
of allegiance) to them, and yet some others have 
resorted to doubtful hadith even though it contra
dicts the Quran, on the basis that "the Prophet 
understood the Quran better", not realising that the 
Holy Prophet said: 

"My sayings do not abrogate the word of 
Allah, hut the word of Allah can abrogate 
mine." (Mishkat) 

Hence the true Sunna "cannot abrogate (nor contra
dict) the Quran" (Ibn Taimiyya: Majmu'at Rasa· ii
al-Kubra, vol. 1, p. 216). On the basis of the above 
sources many "scholars" have legalised things 
prohibited by Allah such as usury, drinking, adul
tery and consuming haram meat even though the 
Prophet said: "Anyone who regards as lawful what 
Allah made unlawful does not in fact believe in the 
Quran" (Tirmizi). 

Necessity of placing Quran above all else. 

The only thing that can unite the Muslims and 
alleviate their problems is the Quran, as Allah says: 
"Hold fast unto the rope of Allah and do not be 
divided" (3: 103). The Holy Prophet explained that 
"the Book of Allah is the rope of Allah which has 
been extended from the heavens to the earth" 
(Tafsfr al-Tabarf, vol. 4, p. 30; Tafsfr lbn Kathfr, 

vol. I p. 367). In one hadith, the Holy Prophet said 
that "fitna will arise" and that the only way to 
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obtain protection from it is ''by acting on the Quran 
wherein there are commands for haram and halal, 

sin and virtue, and categorical commands regarding 
truth and falsehood. Whoever had left the Quran. 
Allah will destroy him and whoever has invited 
people to the Quran, he it is to whom the straight 
path has been shown" (Tirmizi, Darimi). 

In another hadith. the Holy Prophet predicted 
that like their predecessors. the Muslim Ummah will 
be divided into seventy-three sects, all of which 
will lead to hell except one. On enquiry, the Holy 
Prophet said: "It is the path on which I and my 
Companions arc" (Tirmizi), which is nothing but the 
way of the Quran. The sahabi (companion) Huzaifa 
asked the Holy Prophet. "If I am there in those days 
what should I do'!" and the Prophet replied: 

"Learn the Book of Allah and act upon it as 
there is salvation in it." (AI-Ghazali. /hya, 
vol. I. p. 280) 

Allah addressed the Prophet saying: "Surely this 
(Quran] is a reminder for you and your nation and 
soon you will all be asked about it" (43:44). But 
unfortunately the Ummah has preferred other books 
besides the Quran. The Holy Prophet will complain 
to Allah on the day of Judgment, saying: 

"O my Lord! my nation have abandoned the 
Quran." (25:30) 

So in this age of great trials for the Ummah. all 
Muslims ought to remove the shackles of raqleed 
from their necks and become free by clinging lo the 
Quran. We must fulfil the obligation we owe to the 
Quran: to truly believe in it, recite it, understand it, 
reflect upon it, implement it in every sphere of life 
and propagate its message to others. 

You should build a personal relationship with 
the Book so that it becomes your constant compa
nion in life. Read it regularly with an open mind to 
derive guidance from it. Whatever you learn. act 
upon it and be prepared to sacrifice your inclina
tions in favour of the "verdict" of the Quran. If 
there is any doubt or disagreement on anything. 
then "refer it to Allah and His Messenger if you 
truly believe in Allah and the Last Day" (4:59). The 
Holy Prophet said: 

"The best among you is the one who learns 
the Quran and teaches it" (Bukhari). 

So we should all try our best to gradually learn the 
Quran and mould our lives in the spirit of the 
Quran.1 
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Gems from the 
Holy Quran - 5 

by Mr. Mirza A. R. Baig, Texas, U.S.A. 

(Given below is another article in the series by Mr. Baig, 
briefly expounding the truths disclosed by Quranic verses.) 

After the Almighty Allah had tested Abraham and 
found him to be gifted, bold and fearless, with 
qualities of leadership beyond comparison, He 
chose him as His Prophet. 

Later on, He commissioned him and his son 
Ishmael in these words: 

.. And when We made the House a resort for 
mankind and a place of security. And: Take 
ye the place of Abraham for a place of 
prayer. And We enjoined Abraham and 
Ishmael, saying: Purify My House for those 
who visit it and those who abide in it for 
devotion, and those who bow down and those 
who prostrate themselves .

.. 
(2: 125) 

When the work was completed, Abraham prayed: 

''My Lord, make this a secure town and 
provide its people with fruits, such of them 
who believe in Allah and the Last Day. He 
(Allah) said: And whoever disbelieves, I shall 
grant him enjoyment for a short while, then 
I shall drive him to the chastisement of the 
fire. And it is an evil destination." (2: 126) 

Abraham added: 

.. Our Lord, make us both submissive to Thee, 
and raise from our offspring a nation sub
mitting to Thee, and show us our ways of 
devotion, and turn to us mercifully, for Thou 
art oft-returning to mercy. Our Lord, and 
raise up in them a Messenger from among 
them who shall recite to them Thy messages, 
and teach them the Book and the wisdom, 
and purify them. Surely Thou art the Mighty. 
the Wise." (2: 128-129) 

Accordingly, Abraham and Ishmael got down to it 
and completed their commission admirably and 
rebuilt the Bait-ullah from the foundations up. at 
the original site. Allegedly, the House of God has 
been rebuilt a total of five times: first by Adam. 
then Abraham and Ishmael, then the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, who personally fixed the Hajar al-
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aswad (the black stone) in a comer of the outer 
wall, then Abdullah ibn Zubair, and lastly by 
Hajjaj. 

This. indeed, is the First House of God built off 
the shore of the Red Sea at Makka, of unknown age 
dating back to great antiquity (as described by the 
orientalist Sir William Muir), where Arabs from 
north, south, east and west assembled every year to 
perform Hajj (Pilgrimage) from times immemorial! 

Abraham's prayer was granted so completely 
over these centuries that it stands as a wonder of 
the world. Makka, which was surrounded by comp
letely non-productive desert all around as far as you 
could see, is today a most thriving metropolis with 
all the amenities of the whole world in the shape of 
food, fruit, silks, machinery. equipment, the best 
cars in the world, etc. It is one of the richest places 
in the world, with fabulous oil wealth. 

The greatest wonder, I think. is the limitless 
fountain of zamzam, which was started by Divine 
miracle, by the infant Ishmael 's heels hitting the 
ground and crying for water. while his mother 
Hajira frantically ran between the hills of Safa and 
Marwa in search of water for her suffering son. On 
finding none, she returned, and could not believe 
her eyes to sec water gushing at her son's feet! 
From what source and from how far away does this 
water come? No one but God knows. The yield of 
the water today is limitless and electric pumps work 
day and night to cope with the demand of millions 
of pilgrims each year, which is immense. They 
drink it, perform their ablutions in it and bathe in it. 
People also take it home all over the world as gift 
for their dear ones who could not go for the pilgri
mage. This is totally beyond comprehension. and is 
no doubt a wonder of the world. The only explana
tion is that it is in fulfilment of God's promise that 
He will look after the progeny of Abraham in 
answer to Hajira's prayer for Divine help. 

The Holy Prophet used to say: .. I am the prayer 
of Abraham". By Divine help, he became the 
greatest and the last Prophet of God who raised a 
first class nation out of totally ignorant and back
ward Arabs. That nation. in a short spell of 32 
years, with God's help, defeated the Roman army, 
and the Iranian hordes, and conquered Egypt and 
Spain. And last but not least, they promoted higher 
education in architecture and other sciences in the 
world. During my travels I saw a Naval Academy 
in Portugal founded by the Arabs, still functioning 
well. I 
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Reply to challenge from 
"finality" organisation 

False charges against Hazrat Mirza of 
disrespect towards Holy Prophet 

compiled by the Editor 

A body known as the 'Alamr Maj/is Tahaffuz 
Khatm-e Nubuwwat ("Imemational Society for the 
defence of the finality of Prophethood"). based in 
Pakistan, has published a leaflet quoting cenain 
extracts and alleging that in these quotations Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad has spoken about the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad "in a disgraceful. debasing and 
humiliating manner". The following challenge is 
then thrown down: 

"All these extracts have been obtained from 
the Mirzai books and periodicals. We throw 
an open challenge to the Mirzai people. who 
call themselves · Ahmad is·. to disprove these 
quotations and references. But we arc ccnain 
that these deviators would never dare to 
accept our challenge." 

Out of the 12 quotations in the leaflet. only 4 arc 
from writings of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement. Most of the other quoted statements 
were made by Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud 
Ahmad, and it is not our responsibility to defend or 
explain them. nor can the beliefs expressed therein 
be ascribed to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Hazrat Mirza 's beliefs about Holy Prophet. 

Before dealing with the quoted writings of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, we give below his views 
about the status and position of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. He wrote: 

"There is now no book on earth for mankind 
but the Quran, and no messenger or inter
cessor for human beings but Muhammad 
mustafa, may peace and the blessings of 
Allah be upon him. So try to have true love 
for this Prophet of glory, and do not give 
anyone else any kind of superiority over him. 
so that you may be considered in heaven as 
having received salvation . ... Who receives 
salvation? It is he who believes that God is 
true, and that Muhammad, may peace and the 
blessings of Allah be upon him, is the inter-
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cessor between God and all creation. There is 
no messenger of equal rank to him under the 
sky. nor any hook equal in status to the 
Quran. For no one else did God desire that he 
should live forever, but this honourable 
Prophet lives forever." (Kislur-i NiU1, p. 13) 

"I have always looked with wonder that this 
Arabian Prophet called Muhammad, may 
thousands and thousands of prayers and 
peace be upon him. of what a high rank is 
this Prophet! The extent of his high rank 
cannot he known. nor is it possible for man 
to gauge his power of holiness. It is amazing 
that the world is nearing its end. but the rays 
of the spiritual benefit of this perfect Prophet 
still continue .... God granted him superiority 
over all prophets. and over everyone whether 
of earlier or later times .... He is the source of 
every spiritual grace. Anyone who claims to 
possess any quality, without acknowledging 
benefit from the Holy Prophet. is not a man 
hut progeny of the devil, because the key to 
every quality has been given to him. as well 
as the treasure of every kind of knowledge. 
He who does not receive from the Holy 
Prophet is deprived forever. What am I. and 
what is my worth and value'! I would be 
ungrateful if I did not acknowledge that I 
attained knowledge of true Oneness of God 
from this Prophet, and found the living God 
through this perfect Prophet and his light. 
The privilege of being spoken to by God, 
through which we see God, was also obtained 
by us through this venerable Prophet. The 
light of this sun of guidance falls upon us 
like sun-light, and we only remain illumi
nated hy it as long as we stand in it." 
(Haqtqat al-Wally, pp. 115-116)

He writes in a poem: 

There is a wonderful light in the soul of 
Muhammad, a wonderful jewel in the mine of 
Muhammad. 

If you desire salvation for your lower self, 
become a lover of Muhammad. 

If you want God to praise you, then from the 
bottom of your heart praise Muhammad. 

If you want proof of his truth then become 
his lover, for Muhammad himself is the proof 
of the truth of Muhammad. 
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My head is placed in his dust, my hcan is 
devoted to him every moment. 

Bearing these quotations in mind, it is easy to sec 
that the allegation made in the leaflet that Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad: 

"is so nefarious. vicious and vile while spea
king about our Holy Prophet in a disgraceful, 
debasing and humiliating manner" 

is an absolutely and outrageously false charge, and 

sheer slander. 

Clarification of extracts given in leaflet. 

The first of the four quotations from the Promised 
Messiah given in the leaflet is as follows: 

"For him {Prophet Muhammad] the sign of 
the eclipse of the moon was shown, and for 
me the eclipse of both the moon and the 
sun." (I 'jiiz-i Ahmadr, p. 71) 

This is from a poem in Arabic. The three preceding 
verses of this poem arc given below: 

"Do you think that our Holy Prophet died 
without leaving any progeny? 

I swear by Him Who made the heaven that 
this is not so. Our Holy Prophet has many 
sons like me till the day of Judgment. 

I received inheritance from him as sons do. 
What greater proof than this can be pro
duced?" 

And one verse after the extract in the leaflet. he 
writes: 

"When my people said, this man claims 
revelation, I wondered at this, for I am a 
shadow of the Holy Prophet. 

How can a shadow go contrary to its original. 
The light of the Holy Prophet is being mani
fested through me." 

Hazrat Mirza is certainly not, God forbid, compar
ing the signs given to him with the signs given to 
the Holy Prophet. On the contrary, he declares that 
these signs are being shown at his hand in his 
capacity as a son (or perfect follower) of the Holy 
Prophet, like his many other sons. 

Thrones from heaven. 

The second extract is as follows: 

"Many thrones descended upon the canh, but 
thine throne is on top of all." (Haqfqar al-
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Wahy, p. 89) 

This is taken from Hazrat Mirza's Divine reve
lations given by him in Haqfqar al-Wahy from page 
70 to 108. One of these revelations. given right at 
the beginning, is the following: 

"Every blessing is from Muhammad. may 
peace and the blessings of Allah be upon 
him." (p. 70) 

Another one addressed to him is as follows: 

"Be happy that you will shortly reach the 
time when the feet of the followers of Muha
mmad will be established upon a lofty tower. 
Muhammad mustafa is holy, the head of the 
prophets." (p. 83) 

In view of these revelations, how can the extract 
given in the leaflet be construed as insulting to the 
Holy Prophet'! And after quoting his revelations, the 
Promised Messiah in this book refutes the view 
expressed by one Dr. Abdul Hakim that belief in 
One God is sufficient and that it is not necessary to 
believe in the Holy Prophet. Spread over pages 108 
to 148 is a discussion in which Hazrat Mirza 
vigorously defends the belief that salvation cannot 
be obtained without believing in the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. An extract from these pages has 
already been given at the start of this article. He 
further writes: 

"Now think how false and repugnant is the 
idea that belief in one God can be attained 
without the agency of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. and one can find salvation. 0 
ignorant ones! how can there be belief in the 
oneness of God unless there is perfect belief 
in the existence of God? Know it for certain 
that true belief in the oneness of God only 
comes through the Prophet, as our Holy 
Prophet convinced the irreligious people and 
atheists of Arabia of the existence of God by 
showing thousands of heavenly signs. And 
till now the true and perfect followers of the 
Holy Prophet present those signs before the 
deniers of God." (pp. 117-118) 

How can a man who writes these lines be accused 
of insulting the Holy Prophet in the same pages? 

The meaning of the extract about thrones from 
heaven obviously refers to the coming of Mujaddids 
and saints among Muslims, the greatest of whom 
was Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 
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"Qadian" in the Quran. 

The third quotation is the following: 

"The Holy Quran has mentioned the names of 
three cities, i.e. Makka, Madina and Qadian." 
(Khutba 1/hiimiyya, p. 20, footnote) 

Firstly, what insult there is to the Holy Prophet in 
these words is impossible to see. Secondly. the 
actual words are as follows: 

"At that time, in the state of seeing a vision, 
I was certain in my heart that the Holy Quran 
contains the mention or three cities. i.e. 
Makka, Madina and Qadian." 

He has not said that the name Qadian occurs any
where in the Quran. hut that it is mentioned hy 
implication. In explanation of this. Hazrat Mir1.a 
writes in the same place: 

"There is no doubt that Qadian is mentioned 
in the Holy Quran. as God says: 'Glory be to 
Him Who carried His servant hy night from 
the Sacred Mosque to the Remote Mosque, 
whose precincts We hlessed' ( 17: I). One 
meaning of this verse is the one which is 
well-known among the Ulama. i.e., it 
describes the mi'riij of the Holy Prophet in 
tenns of place. But there is no douht that. 
apart from this, there was also a mi'T<ij of the 
Holy Prophet in terms of time, its purpose 
heing that the perfection of his visionary 
powers should become known, and it should 
also he proved that the blessings of the age 
of the Promised Messiah are really the bless
ings of the Holy Prophet which are a result 
of his (Holy Prophet's) work and efforts. For 
this reason, the Messiah is, in a sense, the 
Holy Prophet's manifestation. And that 
mi'raj, or the reach of visionary sight, 
extended to the end of the world, to the time 
known as the age of the Messiah. 

"The summary of this mi'riij is that the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad is the best of all the 
righteous ones, of the earlier times as well as 
of the later times. The beginning of the 
mi'riij in the masjid al-hariim shows that the 
Holy Prophet possessed all the qualities 
possessed by Adam and by Abraham. From 
here, the Holy Prophet was taken to the Bait 
al-muqaddas, in his spiritual journey in tenns 
of place, and this pointed to the fact that he 
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also possessed the qualities of all the Israelite 
prophets. From there, the Holy Prophet went. 
in spiritual travel through time. to that masjid 

aqsii which is the mosque of the Promised 
Messiah. In other words, his visionary sight 
reached these last days which arc known as 
the time of the Promised Messiah. This 
referred to the fact that whatever was given 
to the Promised Messiah was already present 
in the Holy Prophet Muhammad. After that. 
the Holy Prophet ascended for his visit to 
heaven and attained the rank of qiib qausain 
(53:9), which signified that he was the most 
perfect and complete manifestation of the 
Divine attrihutes. 

"The journey began in the masjid al-hariim 
and reached as far as the very remote mosque 
whose precincts had been blessed. The gran
ting of this hlessing refers to the fact that in 
the time of the Holy Prophet the glory of 
Islam was shown. and the disbelievers were 
prevented from destroying Islam by force. 
But in the time of the Promised Messiah. 
who is also called the Mahdi, the blessings of 
Islam will be shown to all nations. and it will 
he proved that Islam is the only religion 
possessing blessings." (Khutba llh£imiyya, 
pp. 21-24. footnote) 

Regardless of whether one accepts this interpre
tation or not, to suggest that anything written here 
is derogatory to the Holy Prophet Muhammad is 
just sheer misrepresentation and falsification of 
facts. Far from it, everything stated here glorifies 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 

Vision with Hazrat Fatima. 

Under the heading "Debasing Hazrat Fatima", is 
given the fourth extract as follows: 

"And Hazrat Fatima put my head on her 
thigh and showed me that I have come from 
her own entity." (Ayk Ghalati ka lziila) 

The actual words of Hazrat Mirza are as follows: 

"In a vision, Hazrat Fatima put my head 
upon her lap, and showed me that I was from 
her progeny. This vision is in Barahin 
Ahmadiyya." 

The vision is recorded as follows in Bariihin 
Ahmadiyya: 
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"Then at that time there appeared five hand
some, pleasing and beautiful persons, 
namely, the Messenger of Allah. may peace 
and the blessings of Allah be upon him, Ali, 
Hasan, Husain and Fatima, may Allah be 
pleased with them. One of them, and I seem 
to remember that it was Hazrat Fatima, with 
much love and affection like a kind mother. 
put my head upon her lap." (vol. iv. p. 503, 
footnote 3 under footnote 11) 

It was motherly tenderness and affection which 
Hazrat Fatima was showing towards her spiritual 
son in the vision. It is just distortion to allege that 
this "debases" Hazrat Fatima. 

* * * * * 

Origin of Sati

Widow-burning not in original Vedas 

The Holy Quran tells us that scriptures of previous 
religions had undergone alterations by their follo
wers. and for various motives false ideas and 
customs were introduced which were not found in 
the original holy writs. From a book The Rig-Veda 
and Vedic Religion, by A.C. Clayton (pp. 12-13), 
written in the early years of this century, we dis
cover that this is how the practice of sati came to 
be introduced into Hinduism. The book quotes a 
verse of the Rig-veda (x. 18.7): 

ii rohantu yonim agre 

which means: 

"may they (the women) first approach the 
resting-place of the departed" 

and then explains: 

"By the most awful crime in the history of 
literature this phrase was altered in later 
times. It then read: 

ii rohantu yonim agneh 

meaning 'let them enter the place of fire·. 
and by this terrible falsification the verse was 
made to justify the burning of widows. The 
exact opposite was the fact. Among the early 
Aryans the widow might marry again .... 

"There may have been instances of widow 
burning in early Aryan times but it was 
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during a much later period (A.D. 650-1200) 
that the custom of burning a widow with her 
husband's body came generally into force. 
Such a widow is highly praised in the Ga

ruda Purana; she was called a satr (pro
nounced suttee) emphatically a 'good' 
woman. Hence the modem name of the 
custom. At the same time it became custom
ary for a widow who did not ascend her 
husband's pyre to live a life of asceticism 
and privation, and precepts sanctioning the 
practice were inserted in the later sacred 
books. Farquhar (Primer of Hinduism) quotes 
one: 

If a woman's husband dies, let her lead a 
life of chastity, or else mount his pyre. 
(Vishnusmriti, xxv. 14) 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement." 
- Marmaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 

Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised 
in 1951. 

"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali's trans• 
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun." - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian 
Muslim scholar. 

"The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and 
achieving the standards of modern publications." -
Amir Ali in The Student's Quran, London 1961. 

The Holy Quran: other rranslations. 

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and 
Russian are forthcoming. 

The Religion or Islam. Pp. 700 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the 
sources, principles and practices of Islam. 

" ... an extremely useful work, almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam." - Dr Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal, renowned poet and philosopher. 

"Such a book is greatly needed when in many 
Muslim countries we see persons eager for the 
revival of Islam, making mistakes through lack of 
just this knowledge." - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual or Hadith. Pp.400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Pp. 350 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 

"(I) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English." - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

■ NEW PRINTING ... NEW PRINTING ■

Books re-typeset and re-printed in the U.S.A. 
(with new formatting) in /992 include: 

Living Thoughts or the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study or the Holy Quran. 
Muhammad and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 

all by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony or the Holy Quran. Pp. 100

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

The Ahmadiyya Case. Pp. 350 

Full details of the court case in 1985 in which the 
beliefs of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad were proved 
to be fully Islamic. 

Ahmadiyyat in the service or Islam. 

by N. A. Faruqui, former Head of the Pakistan Civil 
Service. Deals with the mission and work of Hazrat 
Mirza and the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. 

For prices and delivery of these books, 
informarion about other publications, and free 
literature, please contact The Publication 
Manager at the address on front cover. 


	Cover
	Destined Victory of Islam (Mujaddid Raise for this Purpose) by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
	Faith moves Mountains (Muslims need Faith in Triumph of Islam — Rally around Promised Messiah’s Banner) by Maulana Muhammad Ali
	To our Readers
	Revival of the Faith — Mujaddids are “Green Plants” for Spiritual Life by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi
	Death of Jesus “Reasonable and Valid” from Quran, View of Islamic Scholar in Saudi Newspaper
	Introduction to Islam (The Holy Quran) by Dr. Zahid Aziz
	Is the Quran enough for us? (Neglect of Holy Quran by Muslims) by Hafiz M. Abdullah, Law Student, London
	Gems from the Holy Quran by Mr. Abdur-Rahman Baig
	Reply to Challenge from “Finality” Organisation, False Charge against Hazrat Mirza of Disrespect towards Holy Prophet by Dr. Zahid Aziz
	Origin of Sati — Widow-burning Custom not in Vedas Originally



