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Beliefs and ai�. 
The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract tlze hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lll 
illlha ill-Allllh, Muhammad-ur rasal Allllh (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South A/ rica. 
Indonesia. 

Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-I 920s. 

Achievemen/S: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Har.rat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 

after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

190S: H�rat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

19S1: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement, at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Belief in Divinity of Jesus 

Contradicted by scriptures and reason 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(This is an extract from the book 'Kitab al-Barriyya', being 
part of a discussion in which Hazrat Mirza shows how 
thoroughly he had refuted the beliefs of the Church.) 

I have written several times that the ways and means 
of attaining guidance, which stands for guidance 
from the Exalted God, are three. Firstly, that a lost 
soul might receive guidance just through the Book of 
God. Secondly, that if he does not properly under
stand something from the Book of the Exalted God, 
then the light of the evidence of reason might show 
him the way. Thirdly, that if he is not satisfied even 
by the evidence of reason then heavenly signs should 
set his heart at rest. These are the three ways that 
have always been part of the law of God to grant 
tranquillity to His servants. That is to say, the first 
institution is the Books of Faith which reach the 
masses through oral and written traditions, and it is 
the duty of every believer to have faith in their 
reports and teachings. Toe perfect and most complete 
compendium of these is the Holy Quran. Toe second 
institution is reason and logic whose origin and 
source are rational arguments. Toe third institution is 
heavenly signs whose source, after the prophets, has 
al ways been the imam of the age and the mujaddid 
of the time. Toe true inheritors of those signs are the 
Prophets, on whom be peace. Then after the passage 
of a long time, when their miracles and signs, 
assuming the form of narratives, become ineffectual 
then God sends someone else, following in their 
example, in order that the wonderful miracles of 
prophethood do not become dead and ineffective as 
stories. Rather, those people should also see the 
signs for themselves and revive their faith. 

In short there are only three true ways to believe 
in the existence of God and in the Straight Path. 
With the help of these, man gets deliverance from all 
doubts. If the Book of God and the miracles, signs 
and guidance contained therein, which to the ordi
nary people today are just records, become doubtful 
to someone, then thousands of rational arguments 
appear in their support. If even the rational argu
ments remain unclear to a simple mind, then heav
enly signs are also available to those who seek. But 
highly unfortunate are those people who remain 
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deprived of guidance in spite of these three ways 
being open. In fact, our opponents, both within and 
outside our religion, are of this very type. For 
example, the Maulvis of this age were repeatedly 
shown from the Quran and the Hadith that Jesus had 
died, but they did not accept this. Then they were 
brought to shame by rational arguments, showing 
them that their belief (that Jesus is still alive) was 
entirely opposed to reason. They had no precedent 
that in the past anyone had descended from the sky. 
Then they were shown heavenly signs repeatedly and 
God's argument was completed upon them, but 
prejudice is such an evil that these people do not 
discard this troublesome belief. 

Belief in divinity of Jesus fails three tests. 

Similarly the Christian preachers stand accused by 
me on all these three scores, but still they do not like 
to give up their unfounded beliefs and cling to 
entirely useless and lifeless concepts. They are 
judged guilty by the three ways mentioned above 
because, for example, if one tries to search from the 
earlier teachings or from the Jews any trace of their 
corporal and limited god whom they call Jesus, not 
an iota of a teaching depicting such a god will be 
found. If the Jews had been given this teaching, it 
was not possible that all of their sects could have 
forgotten this essential precept on which depended 
their salvation, so that not even one of them had 
remained true to it. Is it not a matter of surprise that 
such a glorious nation, which in every age had in its 
midst thousands of scholars and learned men, along 
with whom hundreds of prophets had been appear
ing, could have remained ignorant of a teaching 
which had been persistently granted to them over 
fourteen hundred years, and in every century hun
dreds of thousands of their people had been brought 
up according to it? Besides, this teaching had been 
revealed through the prophet of each century, every 
one of their sects had followed it, and it had penetra
ted deep into their hearts and souls? Also, century 
after century, their prophets had taken great care to 
stress this teaching until the century arrived in which 
a man claimed to be god and then all those people 
utterly rejected that claim and declared unanimously 
that it was against the continuous teaching which had 
been granted to them for fourteen hundred years in 
the Torah and other books through the prophets of 
God! 

So what could be a stronger argument for the 
refutation of the Christian creed than that the very 
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teaching which they consider true and from God 
belies their new belief, and is so clearly opposed to 
this doctrine of theirs that it never even crossed the 
mind of any Jew that Trinity was a part of this 
teaching. True, the Christian people try to clutch at 
prophecies, but this view is ludicrous and shameful 
because how could it be possible that the prophets, 
whose teachings of the Unity of God had been 
consistently handed down to the Jews, prophesied 
contrary to their teachings, and produced such a 
contradiction between their teachings and their 
prophecies that the former meant one thing and the 
latter meant something entirely different. 

Teachings have precedence over prophecies. 

At this stage, it is very instructive for the thinking 
person to note that while prophecies contain figura
tive expressions and metaphors, for teachings it is 
essential that they are given clearly, with full expla
nation. Consequently, wherever there appears to be 
a contradiction between teachings and prophecy, the 
teachings must be given precedence, and if prophecy 
is at variance with teachings it should not be taken 
in its apparent sense but be made to accord and 
conform with the latter, thus removing the discre
pancy. In any case, what the teaching says should 
take precedence because, apart from being clear and 
detailed, it is frequently put to use and therefore its 
aims and objects cannot at all remain obscure, unlike 
prophecies which generally remain in oblivion. So 
according to this firm principle, the Jews are absolu
tely in the right in this controversy against the 
Christians because the former gave the teachings 
precedence over the prophecies which they inter
preted so as not to conflict with the teachings. 
However, the Christians have interpreted the pro
phecies as entirely opposed to the teachings. Apart 
from this, the interpretation of the Jews is also sound 
for the reason that they have been learning from the 
prophets themselves. A sect of the prophet John the 
Baptist (Yahya), which exists in Syria even now, is 
also opposed to this belief of the Christians and 
supports the Jews; and this is another argument that 
the Christians are in the wrong. In short, on the basis 
of the recorded traditions, the doctrine of the Chris
tians is extremely feeble, indeed shameful. 

Test of reason. 

As for the second way for the recognition of truth, 
which is by means of reason, it repels the Christian 
creed from afar. The Christians admit that the people 
to whom the doctrine of Trinity has not been 
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preached will be judged (before God) according to 
the criterion of the Unity of God as contained in the 
Quran and the Torah, and they will not be judged on 
the basis of (rejecting) Trinity. Thus, by this admis
sion they bear plain witness that belief in Trinity is 
not in conformity with reason, for had it been so 
then, just as the uninformed people will be asked 
about the Unity of God, so also must the judgment 
be about Trinity. 

Test of heavenly support. 

Now, after these two, the third way of the recog
nition of Truth comprises heavenly signs, i.e. it is 
imperative for a true religion that it should not be 
dependent only on narratives and stories, rather in 
every age the heavenly doors should be open for its 
recognition, and heavenly signs keep appearing, 
making it known that the religion comes from that 
living God Who always supports the Truth. Alas, this 
attribute is also not found in the Christian religion. 
On the other hand, it is said that signs and miracles 
no longer continue, but belong to the past. Instead of 
showing any fresh, heavenly sign they put forward 
those matters which the present age considers as only 
fables and stories. It is evident that if at some time 
Jesus had shown signs to a few fishermen to prove 
his divinity, then as compared to those unlearned 
men the educated people of the present age need 
much more to see signs because they cannot under
stand the divinity of a helpless man. 

There is no logic or philosophy which can prove 
the claim to divinity of a person even whose prayer, 
said for a whole night long, was not accepted and 
who proved during the course of his life that his soul 
was lacking in strength as well as knowledge. So if 
Jesus is even now a living god and hears his wor
shippers, he should, by means of his heavenly signs, 
help his followers who are quite unjustifiably insis
ting on an unreasonable belief. Man, for his satis
faction, has always been in need of witnessing 
heavenly signs. His soul has always been thirsting 
after recognizing his God through heavenly signs, 
thereby getting deliverance from the disputations of 
the atheists, natural philosophers and heretics. A true 
religion does not at all close the door of heavenly 
signs on seekers after God. 

Now when I see that in the Christian religion all 
the three ways of obtaining knowledge of God are 
non-existent I wonder what basis they have for 
laying stress on the worship of Jesus. How unfortu
nate that heavenly doors are closed on them, rational 
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arguments are repelling them away, and scriptural 
documents which they should have presented con
taining the consistent teachings of the former 
prophets are not to be found with them. Even then 
there is no fear of God in their hearts. Human 
wisdom lies in adopting a religion on whose prin
ciples as to obtaining knowledge of God there is 
general agreement. Reason should also testify to it, 
and moreover heavenly doors should not be closed 
on that religion. It appears after consideration that 
the Christian religion is devoid of all these three fea
tures. Its method for fmding God is so peculiar that 
neither did the Jews follow it nor did any other 
heavenly Book in the world teach it. And as for the 
testimony of reason, in Europe itself the more the 
people advance in rational knowledge, the more they 
deride and mock this belief. 

The fact is that rational beliefs have a universal 
application because they are derived from universal 
principles. Therefore if a thinker were to accept that 
Jesus is god, then since arguments apply without 
limitation, he has to agree that there must also have 
been millions of such gods previously, and could 
also be in the future. And this is false. 

As for heavenly signs, even if all the Christian 
clergymen called upon the Messiah till they perished, 
still they would not get any sign from on High. For, 
the Messiah could only show a sign if he were god, 
but he is humble, powerless and unaware of their 
supplication. And even if he were aware, what could 
he do? 

The only religion in the world embodying such 
qualities is Islam. If in every religion the superfluous 
matters relating to finding God are removed, and the 
elements of the worship of created things is set 
aside, then whatever remains is the Islamic concept 
of the Unity of God. This shows that the Islamic 
Unity of God has been accepted by all. So, it is in 
much danger that these people place themselves by 
not accepting a truth which is universally 
acknowledged, and following beliefs which are 
merely their own claims and devoid of general 
recognition. On the day of Judgment, if Jesus were 
to tell them that he was not god, and to ask them 
why they attributed godhead to him, where will they 
go, and with whom will they plead their case? 

Four religious views refute Trinity. 

In accusing the Christians, God has produced four 
witnesses for their refutation. Firstly, the Jews who 
have been bearing witness for about three and a half 
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thousand years that they were never taught the 
doctrine of Trinity, nor did any prophet prophesy 
that God, or a son of God in the real sense, would 
appear on earth. Secondly, the followers of Yahya, 
i.e. John the Baptist, who still live in Syria, consider
Jesus to be merely a human being, and a prophet and
a disciple of John the Baptist, in accordance with
their ancient teachings. Thirdly, there is the Uni
tarian sect of the Christians, also frequently referred
to in the Holy Quran. In the third century, the
Roman emperor arranged a debate between this sect
and believers in the Trinity, and as the Unitarians
sect was victorious the emperor adopted their creed.
Fourthly, our Holy Prophet, may peace and the
blessings of God be upon him, and the Holy Quran,
both bore witness that the Messiah, son of Mary, was
by no means God nor the son of God, but a prophet
of God.

Divine signs received by Hazrat Mirza. 

In addition to this, thousands of righteous persons up 
to now have been bearing witness, having received 
revelation from God, that the Messiah, son of Mary, 
was a humble servant and prophet of God. Accor
dingly, to bear witness against the Christians of this 
age God has raised me and has commanded me to 
explain to people that to declare the son of Mary as 
god is a falsehood and the way of heresy. He has 
honoured me with His communication and reve
lation. He has sent me with many signs, and He has 
manifested many extraordinary events in my support. 
In fact, due to His grace and bounty my company is 
a company showing God. A person who stays in this 
company for a length of time, with sincere purpose, 
pure motive, and perseverance in his quest, will, I 
am certain, believe in God in the end, even if he 
were an atheist. 

It is the duty of a Christian who is God-fearing, 
and is thirsting to find the True God, to throw away 
useless fables and stories, and as a seeker of visible 
proofs to stay in my company for a time. Then he 
will realize how God, the Master of the earth and 
heaven, manifests His signs to him. But alas, very 
few are such persons who are really in search of God 
and are striving day and night to reach Him. 0 ye 
Christians! remember that the Messiah, son of Mary, 
is by no means God; be not unjust to your souls; 
ascribe not God's greatness to His creatures. I 
shudder to hear that you call upon a weak, created 
being as God. Come towards the true God, so that 
everything may be well with you and your end is good I 
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Modern criticism of 
religion 

Does religion hold back advance of 
knowledge? 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali 

Religion as promoter of science and knowledge. 
An argument advanced against religion is that it pro
duces a superstitious mentality because of belief in 
a Higher Power beyond the reach of our senses. A 
superstitious outlook is a direct negation of a spirit 
of inquiry and research, therefore religion closes the 
door of knowledge. A discussion of this problem 
resolves itself into three questions: 

1. Are the cardinal principles of religion such
that they keep a man dwarfed in his mental
outlook?

2. What are the teachings of religion directly
concerning the acquisition of knowledge?

3. If there was a time when people adhered con
scientiously to the true spirit of religion, did
they remain stunted as regards the cultivation
of their mental faculties or did they promote
science and learning?

It is true that the first and foremost principle of 
religion is a belief in the One, Unseen Divine Being. 
Let us see what a belief in Divine Unity means in its 
essence. It only means that man is superior to every 
other creature. The whole Creation has been made to 
serve man. This conception of Divine Unity gives 
man such a supreme place in the scale of creation 
that no other idea could possibly give. Man is the 
master of all, subservient only to One Great Power. 
What a grand lift to his position! Is not such an idea 
an unparalleled stimulus for man? This kind of spirit 
underlying this principle of Divine Unity is not of 
our own interpretation. The Quran has revealed the 
same idea in no uncertain terms in diverse ways. 

Quranic teachings give impetus to learning. 

It says: 

"And surely We have dignified the children of 
Adam and We carry them in the land and the 
sea and We have given them of good things 
and We have made them to excel by a high 
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degree most of those whom We have created." 
(17:70) 

It has been mentioned frequently in the pages of the 
Holy Book that everything celestial and terrestrial 
has been created for man's benefit. In fact there is 
not one thing from the mightiest heavenly body to 
the lowliest blade of grass that has not been spoken 
of in the Quran as working day and night for man's 
service. I quote a few occasions: 

"And He has made subservient to you whatso
ever is in the heavens and in the earth; most 
surely there are signs in this for a people who 
reflect." (13:13) 

And again: 

"Allah is He Who created the heavens and the 
earth and sent down water from the clouds 
then brought forth with it fruits as a susten
ance for you, and He has made the ships 
subservient to you that they might run their 
course by His command and He has made the 
rivers subservient to you and He has made 
subservient to you the sun and the moon 
pursuing their courses. And He has made 
subservient to you the night and day. And He 
gives you of all that you ask Him and if you 
count Allah's favours you will not be able to 
number them; most surely man is very unjust, 
very ungrateful." (14:32-34) 

Also it states: 

"Most surely in the creation of the heavens 
and the earth and the alternation of the night 
and day there are signs for men of under
standing; Those who remember Allah standing 
and sitting and lying on their sides and reflect 
in the creation of heavens and the earth. Our 
Lord, Thou hast not created this in vain! 
Glory be to Thee. Save us then from the 
chastisement of fire." (3:189-190) 

There are many other verses to similar effect but 
space limits their mention. Note how the Quran 
combines the mention of service of all creation to 
man and man's duty to reflect and ponder. Is there 
any other book which has so vigorously aroused the 
instincts of reason and intelligence in man? Man has 
obviously benefited by reflecting over nature but he 
has never gained anything by pondering over the 
Divine Being because the former can be compre
hended through our senses whereas the latter cannot 
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be understood through such means. It is on this 
account that religion has diverted man's attention 
from useless waste of time. It has asked man to 
exercise his intelligence where it can reach. Is this an 
inducement to superstition or is it the diversion of 
man's activities to fruitful channels? It would cer
tainly have been unbeneficial a task to ask man to 
devote his energies in the pursuit of things far 
beyond the reach of his intelligence and compre
hension. It is in fact a blessing that religion has 
bestowed on man by diverting his activities from 
sterile pursuits of knowing the nature of ultimate 
reality to healthy directions. 

Teaching of religion about acquiring knowledge. 

In the very beginning of the book mention is made 
of the creation of Adam and of his capacity to know 
everything: 

.. And He gave Adam knowledge of all the 
things." (2:31). 

The very first revelation to our Prophet speaks of 
man being taught the use of pen: 

"Read in the name of thy Lord Who created. 
He created man from a clot. Read and thy 
Lord is Most Honourable, Who taught to write 
with the pen, taught man what he knew not." 
(96:1-5) 

"And say: My Lord, increase my knowledge." 
(20:114) 

What an unquenchable thirst for knowledge is 
revealed through this phrase! It is a remarkable fact 
that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, himself an 
illiterate, and born and bred among the most uncul
tured nation, receives revelations about reading and 
writing. Mark the evidence that is sought from 
learning in support of the truthfulness of the Holy 
Prophet's mission when it says: 

"The inkstand and the pen and what they write 
(are witness). By the grace of your Lord thou 
art not mad." (68:1-2) 

The Quran has dealt with the subject of knowledge, 
and how to acquire it, very thoroughly. It has always 
appealed to the intelligent and reflective instincts of 
human nature. Why do you not ponder, why do you 
not reflect, why do you not understand, are phrases 
that every reader comes across frequently in the 
Quran. It asks man to ponder over the creation of 
heavens and the earth. Ever and anon it mentions 
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"there are signs in it for men of understanding", for 
a people who exercise their reason. Then from nature 
outside man it has appealed to the nature within him. 
"And within your own souls - why do you not 
see?" Past experiences of man have been mentioned 
in the shape of previous histories of nations. Obser
vation on a large scale, or journeying, has been 
advised for acquiring knowledge: "Then journey in 
the land and see what has been the end of those who 
rejected" (3:13 6). 

European science born in Muslim universities. 

Lastly we have to consider the question: Whether 
men who were imbued with the true spirit of religion 
did or did not contribute towards scientific learning, 
or did they remain stunted in their intellect? The 
early history of Islam tells us that Muslims con
quered great empires with wonderful rapidity. If they 
did not know how to govern them they could not 
obviously have retained those countries for so many 
centuries. To conquer is not so difficult a task as it 
is to govern and to retain a country. It is a fact of 
history that Umar the great established a very stable 
and efficient form of government. He spread educa
tion and learning. The foundations laid down by him 
were extended afterwards. Muslims, wherever they 
went, illumined the torch of light and learning. Toe 
Moors were the torchbearers of science in Spain. It

was the University of Cordova which lit the lamp of 
enlightenment and learning in days of Europe's 
darkness. Is it not a fact that the period known as 
Renaissance, or revival of learning in European 
history, followed the period when scholars from all 
over the continent crowded in Moorish Universities? 
The foundations of modem science were thus laid 
down by the Muslims in days when they were true to 
the spirit of their faith. 

It is true that the Muslims of today are sunk in 
darkness. Therefore a man who judges religion from 
the state of its followers would certainly be misled. 
If the critic is fair he has only to remember that if 
today Muslims are the most backward, once they 
were leaders in learning and science. Having realized 
this he has to decide which state of theirs corres
ponds to the teachings of their religion. If they are 
today acting up to the behests of their faith, certainly 
the latter is responsible for decay and degeneration. 
But if on the contrary they are today utterly ignoring 
the true teachings of their faith while they were 
adhering to them when they were great and glorious 
then it would hardly be just to accuse religion. An 
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impartial and a true observer must probe things 
deeply. The Muslims must, however, realise that it is 
their own condition that is responsible for the mis
representation of their faith. If only a section of 
Muslims devote themselves to the scientific study of 
their faith in the light of modem requirements, much 
would be achieved in tearing the veils of darkness. 

* * * * * 

Sacrifice for the 
propagation of Islam 

'id al-adha address in London 

by Col. (Retd.) Mahmud Shaukat 
Imam, A.A.1.1.L., U.K. branch 

(This Khutba was delivered at Darus Salaam, London, the 
U.K. centre of the A.A.I.I.L., on 31 May this year.) 

"But when he (Ishmael) became of age to work 
with him (Abraham), he said: 'O my son, I have 
seen in a dream that I should sacrifice thee, so 

consider what thou seest.' He said: 'O my father, 
do as thou an commanded. if Allah please thou 

wilt find me patient. ' So when they both submitted 
and he had thrown him down upon his forehead, 
and We called out to him, saying: 'O Abraham, 

thou hast indeed fulfilled the vision.' Thus do We 
reward the doers of good." (37:102-105) 

I have recited these verses of the Holy Quran which 
relate that Abraham saw in a dream that he should 
sacrifice his son Ishmael. On being told, Ishmael 
submitted readily without hesitation, and bowed 
down his head before the command of Allah. This 
act of sacrifice and their complete submission to the 
will of God is highly praised and appreciated by 
Him. It has become a part of the hajj ritual which is 
performed by the pilgrims at Makka on the day of 
'id al-adhil. On this occasion an animal is sacrificed 
by the pilgrims in the plain of Mina, at Makka. The 
day is also called Yaum an-Nahr (the day of sac
rifice). 

Today we are celebrating 'Id al-adhii here. As you 
see, we have started the day solemnly with prayers 
and a sermon. We Muslims start our 'Id festivals 
with remembrance of God and bowing before Him, 
and then the significance of the occasion is explained 
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and understood by all present. This 'Id al-adhii 
carries a special message for the Muslims, a matter 
of great importance for the survival and the success 
of the Muslims in the world. The message is total 
submission to the Will of God and readiness to 
sacrifice everything in His way. This is the formula 
for success, and the Muslims so long as they follo
wed these were at the top. 

Submission to God is the universal law governing 
the working of the whole universe. It was the first 
order given in the Quran to the whole of the human 
race: 

"O people, serve your Lord Who created you 
and those before you ..... (2:21) 

God desires complete submission to His laws and 
commandments. He has the knowledge of the future, 
past and present, known or unknown. Therefore, His 
guidance and commands are correct and true, and by 
serving and following Him alone can one find the 
real goal and purpose of life. God says: 

"And I have not created jinn and humans 
except that they should serve Me." (51 :56) 

God is the Creator, the Nourisher to perfection. He 
made man and perfected his make. He breathed His 
spirit into man and elevated him from the category 
of all other animals. He gave him freedom of will 
and action, so that he can make unlimited progress 
in the physical, moral and spiritual fields. Other 
animals are bound by the dictates of their instincts. 
They don't have the freedom or choice to act beyond 
the limits of their pre-ordained capability - a 
bullock will pull or carry a load only. Man, on the 
other hand, has the freedom of action; he can take 
part in multifarious activities, achieve unlimited 
progress. He can learn many sciences and manufac
ture great things. If this freedom is used unwisely, he 
can destroy and shed blood. He can even destroy 
himself by drinking alcohol, smoking tobacco, 
having drugs or committing suicide. God knew about 
these human shortcomings in his nature. God didn't 
force His will but guided man to the right course. 
Blood letting at the proper occasion becomes the 
virtue of bravery. Man can achieve great progress if 
he is free and unfettered by instinct. God has been 
guiding mankind to the right course by sending His 
teachers and prophets all through the ages. God says: 

"Do you think that We have created you in 
vain and that you will not be returned to Us." 
(23:115) 
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and again: 

"Does man think that he will be left aimless?" 
(75:36) 

In the present day, people over here think that 
there is no need for religion. They say that religion 
is antiquated and superstitious, meant only for 
backward and ignorant people. They feel that 
because they are living in the age of science and 
enlightenment, and are civilized and educated people, 
they do not need religion. Church or religion has no 
control over their lives, behaviour or thinking. But 
what is the end result of their new way of life and 
thinking? They are all jammed up in a mad race for 
gaining more and more worldly gains and goods. The 
demand and pressure increases but the resources are 
limited. The race for wealth and goods leads to 
despair, crime and unhappiness. We have actually 
fallen down from the human to the animal stage 
where the only things that matter are feeding and 
procreation. 

Religion, especially Islam, comes in to help and 
give the answer to these disturbing questions. It can 
guide humanity out of this quagmire of despair, 
nihilism and unhappiness, it can put mankind on the 
right course of life, the course which the Great 
Designer had planned and charted out in the Desig
ner's Manual. Man must obey the Divine laws and 
commandments and submit to the will of the 
Almighty. The Quran says: 

"Surely there will come to you guidance from 
Me, then whoever follows My guidance, no 
fear shall come upon them, nor shall they 
grieve." (2:38) 

Islam shows the way through submission to God, the 
way to salvation and happiness. 

I came across an essay by Mr. Sherman A. 
Jackson, instructor in Arabic and Islamic Studies at 
the University of Texas, Austin. The quotation is 
very appropriate: 

"Islam does not get its name from its laws, 
orders or prohibitions, nor from a particular 
ideology nor a particular person or place in 
history. Islam rather derives its name from 
Submission to God.... When one looks at 
one's life and sees what remains of one's most 
precious plans and dreams, one cannot escape 
the fact that life is affected by many things 
over which we have no control.. .. As a result 
of our recognition of helplessness and insecu-
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rity, submission to God becomes a now poten
cy, a new security. It brings the ability to face 
life as it is, to bear and persevere. It does not, 
as is often thought, imply slavish passivity. 
On the contrary, submission to God negates 
all other forms of submission to all other 
forms of authority." 

At the end he says: 

"In a word, Islam doesn't get its strength from 
its rules, laws or prohibitions, but from the 
strength of the soul to face the times, to 
endure everything that an existence has to 
offer, from the truth of submission to God." 

On this 'Id day we are also reminded of the great 
sacrifice of Abraham, peace be upon him. The spirit 
of sacrifice shown by him has received great favour 
and appreciation by God Almighty and He has called 
it in the Quran " ... a great sacrifice," and further on: 

"And We granted him among the later gene
rations the salutation 'peace be to Abraham'." 
(37:108-109) 

But the physical act of slaughtering the animal on 
this occasion by the Muslims is not the main purpose 
of the sacrifice. God says: 

"Not their (the animals') flesh, nor their 
blood, reaches Allah, but to Him is acceptable 
the observance of duty on your part." (22:37) 

These are all empty rituals unless one observes 
taqwa, righteousness, i.e. does one's duty to God and 
guards against evil. The sacrificing of the animal is 
in commemoration of Abraham's act and a symboli
cal expression of putting the knife to one's animal 
passions and taming one's rebellious spirit and 
bringing it in line and making it submissive to the 
laws and commandments of God. 

Muslims on this day are reminded to imbibe the 
spirit of sacrifice and fallow the Quran, to rise and 
shake away the inertia. They have forgotten their 
heritage, which was a duty to take Islam to others 
and to live in Islam themselves. Re-dedication and 
learning the lesson from the earlier Muslims who 
devoted and sacrificed their lives and took the light 
of Islam to others. We need this spirit mostly at this 
juncture when Muslims are facing physical extermi
nation in some places and economic exploitation all 
over. They are oppressed not because they are 
Bosnians or Yugoslavs, Indians, Kashmiris, Burmese, 
Palestinians or Sri Lankans, but because they are 
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Muslims. A new word in the dictionary has been 
coined, at their expense, depicting cruelty and 
criminal injustice in the vocabulary of human affairs 
- ethnic cleansing. Nobody will come to the help of
Muslims; they have to unite and go back to Islam.

John Laffin writes in The Danger of Islam:

"The remedy was equally logical - reform by 
reversion to the original precepts, purification 
by eradication of corruption." 

The future of Islam lies in its propagation to the 
world at large. Its truths and beauties will overcome 
all prejudices, its teachings are the panacea for the 
ills of present-day society. Islam lays down the duty 
on all the Muslims to carry forward the teachings 
and the truths of its message. God says: 

"And of those whom We have created is a 
community who guides with truth and 
therewith do justice." (7:181) 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad said about these 
words: "This is my community." Muslims forgot the 
command of God, and their aim in life became gain 
in worldly goods, wealth and luxury, and the pursuit 
of the easy life. God says: 

"But there came after them a generation who 
wasted prayers and followed lusts, so they will 
meet perdition." (19:59) 

The Quran became a forgotten book, Islam only a 
lip-service. At this time a Reformer appeared, 
namely, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who declared 
that he was the Mujaddid of the present age. His 
heart was burning with the desire to spread Islam 
and to establish the supremacy of Islam through his 
writings, and to clear the objections of the enemies 
against Islam. For this purpose he organised a 
movement whose aim was to carry forward the 
message of Islam to the four comers of the world 
and to sacrifice their lives and property for this 
jihad. The sun of Islam wilt" rise from the West, said 
the Holy Prophet, and he himself is described in the 
Quran as a "light-giving sun" (33:46). The rays of 
this light-giving sun will now shine from the West. 
The teachings and truths of Islam will be accepted 
by the people of the West. I end my address with a 
very appropriate excerpt from Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad's book Fath Islam:

"Truth will be triumphant, and that day of 
freshness and brightness will dawn again for 
Islam as prevailed in earlier times, and the sun 
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of  Islam shall rise again in its glory as i t  rose
before. But it is not so yet. It is essential that
heaven must keep it from rising until our
hearts bleed with toil and sacrifice, and we
forsake all comforts for its manifestation, and
accept all manner of humiliation for the hon
our of Islam. The revival of Islam demands of
us a sacrifice. What is that? That we lay down
our lives for this end. This is the death upon
which depends the life of Islam and the Mus
lims, and the manifestation of the Living God
- and this is what is known in other words as
Islam. It is the revival of this Islam which
God the Most High now wishes to bring
about. For the implementation of this grand
plan it was essential that He should create a
great Movement which is effective in every
way. So the Wise and Powerful God did just
that by sending this humble servant for the
reformation of the people."

I now offer my 'Id greetings to all of you, and may 
God bless you all. 

* * * * * 

Religious views of 
Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan 

From article in Daily 'Jang' 

by the Editor 

An article has appeared in the London edition of the 
Pakistan-based newspaper Daily Jang (12 June 1993, 
p. 5) by Abu Amaar Zahid-ar-Rashidi, levelling
criticism at Justice (retired) Dr. Javed Iqbal's support
for the reformist views of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan
on the religion of Islam. Our readers may be
reminded that Sir Sayyid (d. 1898) made the most
strenuous efforts to urge Muslims of India to acquire
Western education, at a time when they had reached
rock bottom in every field of life due to their reluc
tance and refusal to acquire modern knowledge. It is
recognised that it was his struggle and his awakening
of the Muslims to their future which led to the rise
of Muslim nationalistic sentiments in India a few
years later, culminating in the creation of Pakistan.
He is thus honoured as a national hero whose work
laid the basis of Muslim progress and freedom on the
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Indian sub-continent. 

Sir Sayyid also attempted to represent Islamic 
beliefs as conforming to modem, rational thinking, 
and this is the ground on which the writer of the 
article in the Jang objects to his views. He devotes 
most of bis article to giving a list of such objection
able interpretations given by Sir Sayyid in bis 
writings on Islam. We reproduce this list below. 

Views of Sir Sayyid quoted from article. 

- It is erroneous to believe that the angel Gabriel is
an actual being who brought revelation to the
messengers of God. Prophethood is a higher form
of poetic and literary composition which the
prophets excel in. Prophets go into a state of
trance and utter words in that state, to which the
terms Gabriel and revelation are applied.

- The fire of hell and the blessings of paradise have
no external existence.

- The whole story of Adam in the Quran, including
God's speaking to the angels, His teaching of the
names to Adam etc., were not actual events but
are merely symbolical descriptions.

- None of the miracles of the prophets related in
the Quran took place in reality, nor do they prove
the truth of prophethood.

- Abraham copied the customs of the pagans of his
time in treating the Ka'ba as a symbol of Divine
worship.

- There is no Divine command for Muslims to face
the Ka'ba in prayer.

- In case of intentional murder, the practice of
allowing the heirs of the deceased to forgive and
accept blood-money is a custom of pre-Islamic
ignorance.

- Fasting was only included in Islam by the Holy
Prophet because the Arab idolators believed in it
as an act of worship.

- Even a healthy young adult can choose whether
to fast or to give charity in its place.

- Muslim rulers misused the concept of jihad, as a
religious duty, in order to conquer other coun
tries. The books written by the Ulama about the
commandments relating to jihad have nothing to
do with religion.

- Kissing the Black Stone (hajr aswad) is only a
way of counting the number of circuits around
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the Ka'ba. It has no other meaning. 

- The original purpose of hajj was only that Makka
should continue to be populated, and the sole aim
of the sacrifice was to provide food for the
people of this area. It was afterwards continued in
memory of Abraham.

-There are many forms of interest (on money),
considered unlawful by the Ulama, which are
legitimate.

- Jesus was not born without a father. His father
was called Joseph.

- Jesus did not speak as a baby, nor was he raised
up to heaven.

- Cutting off the hand of a thief is a barbaric
punishment. Where there are prisons it is not
right to apply this punishment.

- The miracles of the Holy Prophet Muhammad did
not take place as actual events, but were a form
of mesmerism.

- The raising of the dead from the graves on the
Day of Resurrection has no reality to it.

-The mi 'riij of the Holy Prophet did not take place
while he was awake.

- There is no separate creation called jinn. This
term in the Quran is applied to people inhabiting
remote mountainous regions.

- It is not true that a record of man's deeds is kept
in a book.

- Miracles are contrary to reason and the laws of
nature.

Our comments. 

From this list of views, we can see just how far from 
certain Islamic fundamentals these Muslim thinkers 
had deviated due to the impact of the modem, 
rational criticism of religion in general and of Islam. 
But the holders of traditional views, before express
ing too much shock and condemnation, should 
realise that their own conventional interpretations of 
matters spiritual had ceased any longer to satisfy the 
hearts and minds of thinking people, and could not 
stand up to the scrutiny of modern investigation. 
This was a main cause of the rise of the rationalist 
school of thought represented by Sir Sayyid. 

There were two obstacles to belief in spiritual 
phenomena, such as revelation, miracles etc. Firstly, 
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these were presented like incredible fairy tales and 
myths, where there was no law or rule, but rather, 
God caused miracles to happen entirely at His whim, 
like a despotic king. Any improbable happening or 
phenomenon was accepted on the basis that "God has 
the power to do anything". Secondly, nothing similar 
could be demonstrated or pointed to as taking place 
today. Understandably, the Muslim rationalists came 
to the conclusion that these events and phenomena 
were not actual realities, and the language used in 
the scriptures was purely figurative. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a younger 
contemporary of Sir Sayyid, and he rejected the 
latter's rationalism, but removed the two obstacles 
mentioned above. Firstly, he explained at length, the 
spiritual realm is governed by laws, as is the physi
cal world, and there is logic and sense behind the 
super-normal occurrences of religious history. 
Secondly, he showed that these were all matters of 
continuing experience in the lives of the righteous 
followers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. It was to 
this end that he so often referred to his personal 
experience of this kind. 

In the above list there are one or two interpre
tations that the Ahmadiyya Movement accepts (e.g. 
"Jesus did not speak as a baby, nor was he raised up 
to heaven"). But our prime reasons for so believing 
are based on the evidence of the Holy Quran itself, 
and not on the rationalist view that anything which 
apparently violates the known laws of nature must be 
rejected. It is a mistake to think that, because we 
agree with some of Sir Sayyid's conclusions, it 
means that we believe in his philosophy. 

* * * * * 

Introduction to Islam 

Serialization of basic questions 

by the Editor

THE HOLY QURAN 

(The topic of 'The Holy Ouran', which commenced in the 
last issue, is concluded here.) 

94. It is said that the Holy Quran is not arranged i,i
an orderly form, but deals with various subjects in
an unrelated manner. Please comment on this.

This is not correct. It is true that the Quran does not
cover topic after topic in a set sequence, but this
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does not mean that it has no arrangement. The Holy 
Quran is not really a book of laws or commandments 
on various subjects, but a book meant to guide man 
and convince him of the truth. Its basic theme is the 
greatness of God, that man's aim in life should be to 
acquire nearness to Him, and that his actions, good 
or bad, will always bear fruit according to what they 
are. All the topics the Quran deals with are built 
around this basic message which is the real point 
being stressed all the time. 

95. ls there an arrangement of topics in the Qiiran?

Yes, there is, and for full details the English trans
lation of the Holy Quran with commentary by the
late Maulana Muhammad Ali should be consulted.
Here we may briefly point out that the Holy Book
begins with the famous short chapter, the Fiitiha,
which is a sort of preface summarising the entire
Quran and its teachings in seven verses. 1bis is
followed by a long chapter which begins by stating
the fundamental teachings of Islam, and goes on to
show why a new religion was necessary at this time,
and how the followers of previous religions had gone
astray. This and the next few chapters then deal in
detail with Islamic teachings. Very often in the
Quran, chapters revealed at Makka, containing
prophecies about the success of Islam, are followed
by chapters revealed at Madina showing how those
prophecies were being fulfilled. There is, thus, a
clear arrangement of the subject-matter in the Holy
Quran.

96. What sort of subjects does the Holy Quran deal
with?

An enormous range of topics. It tells us about God,
His attributes, man's position in the universe, his aim
in life and how to attain that aim, how we stand in
relation to God and to our fellow-beings. It gives
details of what one should believe and how it should
be put into practice. The next life is described in it
in full. Histories of previous nations and their
prophets, as well as many events from the life of the
Holy Prophet himself, are also given in the Quran. It
gives arguments to disprove false beliefs of all kinds,

and answers all sorts of questions and objections
raised about its teachings and about the Holy
Prophet. Guidance, laws and regulations on everyday
subjects such as family life, business dealings, the
law, war and peace, women's rights, hygiene, gover
nment and democracy, etc., is also to be found in the
Holy Book. When dealing with any topic, the Holy
Quran gives reasons, arguments and evidence to
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support its teachings, and it challenges those who 
disagree with it to produce proof of their views. 

97. Does the Holy Quran give any evidence to back
up its claim that it is the word of God, and not the
thoughts of a man?

Yes indeed. The Quran does not want a person to
accept anything without reason and proof. The
evidence it provides on this point is:

i) The Holy Quran contains such grand principles
and deep points of knowledge as could not have 
been known to any person in the seventh century, 
when it was revealed. They certainly could not have 
been known to, or discovered by, a man like 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) who could not read 
or write, and lived in a country which was very 
backward and cut off from the civilisation of the 
time. 

ii) The Holy Quran's moral teaching brought
about a complete and astonishing change for the 
good in the people of a whole country, a reform 
which appeared impossible to do through human 
teachings. 

iii) Prophecies in the Holy Quran that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad shall be triumphant over his 
opponents, made at a time when he hardly had any 
followers or friends, all came true in a short period 
of time. And many prophecies in the Quran about the 
distant future have come true in modern times. 

iv) The language and literary style of the Holy
Quran was so excellent that the Holy Prophet's 
opponents, who included great poets and masters of 
the Arabic language, could not match it even though 
they had been challenged to do it. 

For all these reasons, the Holy Quran has thrown 
a challenge, standing open for all time, to those who 
think that it is not the word of God, to produce a 
writing like it even one chapter long. 

98. What position does the Holy Quran hold for
Muslims?

The Holy Quran is the final and highest authority for 
Muslims on all matters. It is the fundamental source 
of the teachings of Islam. When determining whether 
a certain belief or practice is a part of Islam or not, 
the verdict of the Quran has the highest priority and 
must be accepted even if it goes against common 
practice or one's own wishes. If a Muslim differs 
with us regarding the meaning of a verse of the 
Quran, we must still respect his views if he gives 
arguments from the Holy Book in his support. I 
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Reason and Revelation 

True conviction attainable only by 
contact with mujaddid of the age 

by Dr. Allah Bakhsh 

13 

(Long-standing readers of 'The Light' will remember the late 
Dr. Allah Bakhsh as a regular, distinguished writer in this 
journal who contributed to its pages for decades. He was 
also its chief editor for some years, and held other eminent 
positions in the Central A.A.I.I. Lahore.) 

A great misconception prevails with regard to the 
relative position of science and religion. The notion 
that they are at variance and opposed to each other 
is doing great harm. The ultimate object of man's 
creation, as of every other creature, is to unfold his 
latent potentialities to the full. Science seeks to 
develop man's intellectual capacities. Through his 
reasoning faculty, his observation and experiments, 
man discovers natural laws and then tries to harness 
them for his benefit. Knowledge and obedience to 
divine nature is then the essence of the true scientific 
attitude. It is exactly the same outlook that true 
religion inculcates. Both science and religion are in 
perfect unison with regard to the ultimate object of 
man's existence and the method to achieve it: deve
lopment and perfection of the great qualities by 
increasing his knowledge and submitting himself to 
it. It is however true that because they have different 
fields of activity, science and religion have different 
sources of acquiring knowledge and have different 
aspects of man's nature to develop. Science perfects 
man's mental capacities by employing his reasoning 
faculty and his physical senses in order to improve 
his material requirements. Religion, on the other 
hand, concerns itself with seeking to perfect his 
spiritual, moral and social nature. 

True knowledge of man's spiritual, emotional and 
social nature cannot be gained through reason and 
intellect alone, as in the case of the physical and 
material world. Why it is not possible for man to 
gain such a knowledge through the exercise of his 
reasoning is another subject which cannot be dis
cussed here. 

As man has been endowed with reasoning faculty 
in order to know the physical laws of growth and 
development, so he has also been gifted with instinc
tive and intuitive power of receiving revelation from 
on high. This faculty has been given to him in order 
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that he may know the exact divine laws working in 
the spiritual and social nature of man. The source of 
religion is, then, this faculty of man, the gift of 
revelation. While the work of God as manifested in 
the physical world and interpreted by his reasoning 
is the basis of all science, foundation of all religion 
rests upon the word of God as heard by the great 
recipients of revelation, the prophets and the saints. 

True Religion is a Science. 

For reasons not far to seek, man is unable to correc
tly discover Divine Laws working in his spiritual and 
social nature and therefore is in need of Revelation 
or communion with His august Being. As he must 
learn the physical laws through his intellect and obey 
them if he is to derive benefit, so must he also know 
the spiritual and social laws through revelation and 
should obey them if he wants to avoid disastrous 
consequences. One of the greatest obstacles in way 
of accepting faith is the misunderstanding so current 
that religion being based on revelation, one is asked 
to believe in it without reason. It was not so. A 
distinction should be made. While it is true that mere 
reasoning and intellectual argumentation cannot lead 
us in the spiritual, moral and social fields to a 
conclusion and therefore the necessity for revelation 
is apparent, it does not imply that belief in the 
phenomenon of revelation is against reason or that 
without evidence one is asked to have such a belief 
in it. On the other hand the Quran adduces evidence 
upon the need for revelation from the laws working 
in Divine nature and also advances reasons from the 
nature of man within himself. The analogy and 
parallelism between science and religion continues. 

A scientist produces evidence in favour of physi
cal laws and having proved their existence would 
then require others to obey and submit to them. So 
too in religion, cogent and convincing evidence is 
advanced to prove the truthfulness of the pheno
menon of Divine Revelation, and after having 
established its necessity and its existence the 
believers are required to strictly follow it if they are 
to benefit. In both cases it is the appeal to human 
reason that forms the basis of acceptance and in both 
it is man's own goodness and greatness that forms 
the foundations of following Divine laws discovered 
either by intellect or through revelation. Thus there 
is not the least disharmony, discordance or conflict 
between the two. As a matter of fact, religion, when 
it appeals to reason and advances evidence for 
accepting its principles, becomes a science itself. 
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And science, when it requires man to surrender 
himself to Divine laws, is a religion in its truest 
form. 

Twofold function of Divine Revelation. 

Thus revelation gives laws of guidance to man which 
his reasoning cannot discover. But as said above, 
man has to be convinced of its truthfulness before he 
can accept and obey it. Revelation then furnishes 
proof of its own truthfulness as well. Laws to which 
man should surrender in order that he may perfect 
his higher nature form the main function of reve
lation, but in order that man may be able to act 
accordingly to those laws, his heart must be fully 
convinced of their Divine source. It is obvious that 
no matter however great and good the laws of 
guidance, they remain valueless unless they are 
adhered to by man and followed faithfully. Mere 
knowledge of the laws leads us nowhere unless 
accompanied by the will to act up to them. The will 
to surrender is the outcome of the heart's conviction. 
It is just like suffering from a physical ailment and 
being provided with an efficient remedy. If the sick 
man has no faith in the cure, no matter how efficient 
the remedy, it would be of no benefit till it is pro
perly used. An example for illustration is also 
provided by the condition of early Muslims as com
pared to our own today. The perfect Book of gui
dance, the Quran, is word for word the same with us 
as it was in the hands of the early followers of lslam. 
Where then lies the great difference? It consists in 
the degree of faith and conviction with which the 
hearts are filled. While the early Muslims were really 
convinced in their hearts of the Divine origin of 
spiritual laws and had the will to act up to them, our 
belief today is merely a lip-profession. Most Mus
lims today believe in the Quran as a matter of 
convention, custom or tradition, and not out of 
conviction. Perhaps it would be no exaggeration to 
say that many Muslims do not even have faith in the 
phenomenon of Divine revelation itself. Although 
many may not openly deny, yet the hearts are empty 
with regard to the fact that it was the Divine Being 
Himself Who revealed His will in the shape of the 
Quran and that therefore in its true following lies our 
salvation. 

Perfection and Discontinuance of Prophethood. 

Complete and perfect laws for man• s guidance 
having been revealed in the form of Quranic teach
ings, there remains no necessity for prophetic reve
lation to continue. Hence the Islamic principles of 
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completion and perfection of guidance and discon
tinuance of Prophetic revelation go hand in hand. We 
have the perfect laws and a complete code. But the 
natural weakness of losing faith with lapse of time, 
is the main cause of our downfall. Moreover the 
permeation of the scientific spirit of the age demands 
a demonstrative evidence in favour of revelation 
before hearts can be filled with conviction as to its 
truthfulness. Not to speak of non-Muslims, even 
Muslims of today either at all do not believe in the 
phenomenon of Divine Revelation or else if they 
believe in it, their interpretation of the phenomenon 
practically results in its denial. For instance, to put 
an interpretation upon Divine revelation as being 
merely an inner voice of a high soul and not from a 
source higher and external to the recipient, amounts 
to a denial of it. For if, after all, revelation has its 
source no higher than the human mind itself, then it 
cannot be infallible and therefore a faithful following 
of it cannot be incumbent. With lapse of time, two 
other important weakening factors are introduced. 
The words of the Book remaining unaltered, their 
sense and essence may be quite distorted. Secondly, 
even knowing the correct meanings, inaction may set 
in. Thus we see that the need for the rising of 
persons who have communion with the Almighty and 
are recipients of Divine revelation still continues to 
be felt inspite of the Quranic guidance being a comp
lete code. The following are the main reasons: 

1. The interpretation and meanings of the scrip
tural text are altered either through misunder
standing or purposely to suit one's own taste.

2. The will to act up to the teachings of the
Book gets weakened because of the distance
of time which separates the followers from the
one to be followed.

3. The new urges and new demands for the vic
torious marches of faith, with the changing
needs of different times, cannot be fathomed
through human intellect and reason alone.

4. In the case of our own age when reason and
scientific spirit are on the ascendant, and
when even the validity of the phenomenon of
revelation is being challenged, it is impossible
to convince a person of the true source of
faith unless and until a recipient of revelation
of this age stands up to answer that challenge.

Unlike physical phenomenon which can be 
demonstrated and can be seen by our physical 
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senses, the verities of faith are meta-physical reali
ties. They can only be felt and sensed by one gifted 
with high instinctive spiritual perception and not by 
the common man. Now if such high souls having 
first-hand knowledge of the spiritual realities were to 
discontinue to appear from age to age, what reason
able evidence would remain with mankind of their 
truthfulness? Religious truths cannot be experienced 
and experimented upon by one and all. If then the 
demonstrative evidence of the appearance of the 
Divine-ordained Mujaddids were also to be taken 
away, how is the faith going to remain fresh and get 
an impetus for true revival? 

There is no doubt that the pure teachings of the 
Book of God are too sublime and lofty for a high 
soul here and a great mind there to make their full 
impression and to draw him to the faith. But then 
such persons are few and far between. The generality 
of mankind, especially in an age of reason and 
science, cannot get full conviction about the basic 
verity of faith - the phenomenon of Divine reve
lation - unless a great recipient of it of the age rises 
to answer the challenge and to demonstrate with 
first-hand knowledge and experience all the great 
principles. Otherwise the whole mass of religious 
truths will become enshrouded in legendary tales and 
mystical mythology. In such an eventuality, faith 
becomes reduced to mere superstitious beliefs and 
sets of valueless ceremonies. It requires only com
mon sense to see that perennial greenness and 
freshness of faith can only be vouchsafed through 
the appearance of Godly-communed personalities -
which in Islam are called the Divine Mujaddids. 
Theirs is the voice of authority on the interpretation 
of verities of faith for they do not say anything 
except what they actually see and experience. Theirs 
is the decision about the changing urges of the age 
which must be followed in order to make faith 
triumphant, for they do not make a conjecture, nor 
do they guess out of pious zeal; they only say what 
they are given to understand from God Himself. 

I give below a few quotations from the Mujaddid 
of the 14th Century, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 

upon the subject of revelation and its need. 

Perfect followers of the Holy Prophet are granted 
the gift of Divine revelation. 

, Bear in mind that none can fight with God or 
frustrate His designs. Remember that the only 

means to a perfect Divine knowledge is Divine 
inspiration, a blessing granted to the Prophets of 
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God But Almighty God Whose grace is bounteous 
has never willed that He should close the door to this 
Divine gift and thus destroy the world. The gates are 
still wide open through which a man can find 
entrance to the heavenly blessings of Divine inspira
tion and revelation. It is not through talk or conjec
tures that a man can attain to the source of true 
Divine knowledge. Are your eyes of any avail to you 
in total darkness? If they are, then may your reason 
alone be a guide to a perfect knowledge of God. The 
true God is not the God whose lips are sealed and 
who is, therefore, obliged to leave us to our own 
conjectures concerning Him. Nay the perfect and 
living God has ever been giving unmistakable signs 
of His existence and He has even now willed to 
vouchsafe such signs to the present generation. The 
time is come when the doors of heaven shall be 
opened and the dawn is about to break forth. Blessed 
are they who rise up and seek the true God, the God 
whom no adversity can overtake and no revolution of 
time can affect and whose lustre of glory never 
grows dim. 

Evidence of the Holy Quran. 

, In short, if Almighty God has willed to give a 
perfect knowledge of His Ownself to the seekers 

after truth, He has not shut the doors through which 
they may be illumined by His word and revelation. 
In this connection the Holy Quran teaches the 
following prayer to the seekers after truth: 

"(O Lord), guide us on the right path (of per
severance), the path of those upon whom 
Thou hast bestowed favours" (1 :5-6). 

The blessings here referred to signify the heaven
ly blessings which a man receives directly from God, 
such as inspiration, revelation, etc. Almighty God 
says in another place in the Holy Quran: 

"As for those who say, our Lord is Allah, then 
continue in the right way, the angels descend 
upon them saying: Fear not, nor be grieved, 
and receive good news of the garden which 
you were promised."(41:30) 

1bis verse plainly indicates that the righteous ser
vants of God are inspired by God in fear and grief, 
and angels are sent down for their consolation. So 
also in another verse Almighty God says: 

"They shall have the good news in this 
world's life and in the hereafter." (10:64) 
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Revelation is external, not from within the mind. 

, Before proceeding further it is necessary to 
remove a misconception regarding ilhiim (inspi

ration). Ilhiim does not mean that an idea is infused 
into the mind of a person who sets himself to think 
about a thing. A mere poet is not inspired in the 
theological sense when brilliant ideas flash upon him 
as he sits down to make verses. In this case there is 
no distinction between good and bad. When the 
mental powers are applied to a subject, new ideas 
will flash upon the mind according to the genius of 
the thinker and without any regard to the good or 
bad nature of the subject. If the word ilhiim is taken 
to mean the occurring on a particular occasion of 
new ideas, a thief or a robber or a murderer may as 
well be called mulham (the inspired one of God) on 
account of the ingenious plans which suggest them
selves to his mischief-making mind for the perpetra
tion of evil deeds. Such a view of ilhiim (inspiration) 
is held by men who are quite ignorant of the true 
God Who with His word gives peace and consolation 
to hearts and knowledge of spiritual truth to those 
who are not aware of them. What is ilhiim (inspira
tion) then? It is the living and powerful Word of 
God in which He speaks to or addresses one of His 
servants whom He has chosen, or intends to choose, 
from among all people. When such conversation or 
utterances run on continually in a regular method, 
not being insufficient or fragmentary or enveloped in 
the darkness of evil ideas, and have a heavenly bliss, 
wisdom and power in them, they are the word of 
God with which He comforts His servant and reveals 
Himself to him. 

It is among the Muslims that individuals have 
always been raised to this spiritual eminence. Islam 
is in fact the only religion in which God approaches 
His servant and speaks to him and within him. He 
makes His habitation within his heart and draws him 
up to heaven. He grants him all the blessings which 
He granted to the righteous before him. Ah, the 
world is blind and does not know what a man may 
attain to if comes nearer and nearer to God. The 
people of the world do not take a single step to 
attain the nearness of God, but him who is a pilgrim 
in this path they either declare an heretic or worship 
as God. Both classes are guilty of an iniquity; the 
one for its excessive hatred and the other for its 
excessive love. But the wise man should adopt the 
mean course, neither rejecting him whom God has 
chosen for this eminence nor bowing down before 
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him whom God has created as before the Creator 
Himself. The mantle of Divinity is cast upon the 
person who is thus favoured by God and he becomes 
a looking-glass for the image of the Divine Being. 
This is the secret of the words spoken by the Holy 
Prophet: "Whoever has seen me, has seen God." This 
is the final stage in the spiritual progress of a man, 
the goal where all his labours end, and rest and satis
faction are granted to the pilgrim. , 

* * * * * 

Meaning of sacrifice 

by Fazeel Sahukhan 

And when his Lord tried Abraham with certain commands he 
fulfilled them. He said: Surely I will make thee a leader of men. 
Abraham said: And of my offspring? My covenant does not in
clude the wrongdoers, said He. (2:124) 

Sacrifice is an act of obedience to the will of God. 
This is not only accepted, but also supported by all 
religions in the world. 

To Muslims, sacrifice relates to the grand festival 
of 'id al-Adha and the supreme sacrifices of Prophet 
Abraham, peace be upon him, and his son Ishmael. 

The Prophet Abraham's name means "Father of 
Nations" but he is also known as the "Father of 
Organized Religion". Two great titles for one great 
man. Because of these two great titles, it is easy to 
see why Prophet Abraham is revered as a Patriarch 
and great prophet by all nations, Muslims, Chris
tians. Jews and even the Hindus for their Great Rishi 
Brahma was no other than Prophet Abraham. 

Prophet Abraham is not only a great man in our 
eyes but as well as in the sight of the Almighty, for 
the Glorious Quran says: 

"Peace be to Abraham! Thus do We reward 
the doers of good. Surely he was one of Our 
believing servants." (37: 109-1 11) 

What made this man deserving of such honor? We 
are told in the Holy Quran: 

"And when his Lord tried Abraham with cer
tain commands, he fulfilled them. He said: 
Surely I will make thee a leader of men. 
(Abraham) said: And of my offspring? My 
covenant does not include the wrongdoers, 
said He." (2:124). 
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Prophet Abraham was put through many difficulties 
and great trials, so much that one would lose all 
hope and confidence to hear of them. Without any 
children till his old age, the Prophet prayed: "My 
Lord grant me a doer of good deeds" (37:100). "So 
We gave him the news of a forbearing son" (37:101), 

was the reply. This son (Ishmael) was his greatest 
wish and prized possession through whom he was to 
become a Father of Nations and eventually an 
ancestor to the greatest Prophet Muhammad But 
when Ishmael matured, Prophet Abraham saw a 
dream in which he was sacrificing his only son. The 
Prophet knew then that he was commanded by Allah 
to sacrifice his beloved son, for the dreams of the 
prophet are means of divine revelation. After being 
blessed with his most desired wish, he would now 
have to sacrifice his prized possession who was 
dearer to him than his own life. Prophet Abraham 
would not even let the most precious thing to him 
come in the way of his love for Allah. When he told 
his son of the dream from Allah, Ishmael replied: 

"O my father, do as thou art commanded; if 
Allah please, thou wilt find me patient." 
(37:102). 

What a self sacrifice! Sacrificing such a son must 
have made this test much harder. Prophet Abraham 
still continued with his duty as the Quran says: 

.. So when they submitted and he had thrown 
him down upon his forehead, And We called 
out to him saying. 0 Abraham, Thou hast 
indeed fulfilled the vision. Thus do We reward 
the doers of good." (37:103-105) 

Qualities of self sacrifice like this are to found in the 
prophets, which Ishmael himself was to become later 
in life. As a reward for this supreme sacrifice of both 
father and son, mankind was saved from further 
human sacrifices. The Holy Quran further clarifies: 

"And We ransomed him with a great sacri
fice." (37:107) 

That is why today we celebrate the joyous festival of 
'id al-Adha- the grand festival of sacrifices. Every 
Muslim who can afford to, sacrifices an animal, 
whether goat, sheep, cow or camel and remembers 
the supreme sacrifice of Prophet Abraham and 
Ishmael and rejoices in their great victory. 

The Glorious Quran informs us of the uses of the 
sacrificed animals: 

Continued on page 19 ...
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ABA Book Fair 

In 'Fateh Islam', published by the Promised Messiah in 
1891, he writes: "Ifin fact accomplishment of propagation 

is our intent, then this should be our objective that our 
religious literature, which is rich in wealth ofresearch and 
profound reasoning, and is capable of attracting the seekers 
of truth towards the right path, should reach with expediency 

and in abundance to such people who under the influence 
of evil guidance, are either spiritually sick or close to 

death." AAII Lahore has always strived to fulfill this 
objective. 

Participation in book fairs plays a key role in introduction 
and propagation of our literature in the western world. Over 
the last few years members of AAII Lahore, U.S.A., 
utilizing their own personal resources, have participated in 
several book fairs. These include the American Library 

Association, Frankfurt Book Fair, Great Lakes Book Sellers' 
Association, and the Book Fair in Mexico City. Most 

recently we participated in the American Book Sellers' 

Association Book Fair. This is the largest book fair in the 
U.S.A. and the second largest of its kind worldwide. The 
fair was held from May 29th. thru June 1st. 1993, at the 
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Convention Center, Miami Beach, Florida. Members of 
AAII Lahore, U.S.A., participating in the Book Fair were 
Sister Samina Sahukhan, Dr. Noman Malik, Master Fazeel 
Sahukhan and Dr. Muhammad Ahmad. We were able to 
obtain a spacious exhibit area and had several visitors to our 
booth. We met library agents and school and college 

teachers who showed interest in our literature. Considerable 
amounts of pamphlets were also distributed to the visitors. 
In the past we have been able to sign up with major book 

sellers like Baker and Taylor, Ingram Books and Midwest 

Library Association, through participation in these book 
fairs. Overall there has been a 25 % increase in our sales 
directly or indirectly related to these book fairs. Also a book 
seller from Nigeria showed interest and took quotations 
from us on several of our books. After the completion of the 
Miami Book Fair, Dr. Noman Malik and Sister Samina 
Sahukhan left for Singapore to arrange for the typesetting 
of the Chinese Holy Quran and to discuss with printers in 

Singapore regarding publication and distribution of our 
literature. 

We strongly urge all our members to donate their time 

and monetary resources towards this very important aspect 
of' Jihad with the Quran' that the Promised Messiah placed 
special emphasis on. 

OUP AHMADIYYA ANJUMAN ISHAAT !SLAM (LAHORE'' 1 S.A. 
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Dr. Muhammad Ahmad, Samina Sahukahn, 
Dr. Noman Malik, Fazeel Sahukhan 

A Scene from the Book Fair 
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Continued from page 17 

"When they fall down on their sides, eat of 
them and feed the contented one and the 
beggar." (22:36) 

We are also taught through the practices of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him, that the giving of one third, or more, or 
less of the sacrificed animal is simply optional, but 
the skin, however, must be disposed of in charity. 

"Not their flesh nor their blood reaches Allah, 
but to him is acceptable observance of duty on 
your part." (22:37) 

This beautiful verse of the Holy Quran fits the act of 
sacrifice in its own true perspective and is essential 
for everyone to know. The underlying significance is 
also made clear in another verse: 

"And for every nation We appointed acts of 
devotion that they might mention the name of 
Allah on what He has given them of the cattle 
quadrupeds. So your God is one God, there
fore to Him should you submit. And give 
good news to the humble, whose hearts 
tremble when Allah is mentioned, and who are 
patient in their afflictions, and who keep up 
prayer, and spend of what We have given 
them." (22:34-35) 

The act of sacrificing an animal is thus in some 
way connected with the righteousness, with the sub
mission to One God, with humbleness of heart, with 
patience under sufferings and the sacrifice of an 
animal is plainly regarded as affecting the heart as 
making it tremble at the mention of Almighty 
Allah's name. To take away the life of an animal and 
shed its blood does not make them ferocious or 
barbaric but creates humbleness, love and loyalty in 
their hearts, because they realize that if they have 
supremacy over an animal which they can sacrifice, 
it is their duty to lay down their lives in the way of 
Allah, Who is not only their Master but also Creator 
and Sustainer, and Who therefore exercises a far 
greater authority and supremacy over them than they 
do over the animals. 

In Islam, the duty of sacrifice signifies the sacri
fice of the sacrificer himself, and thus becomes an 
outward symbol of his readiness to lay down his life, 
and to sacrifice all his interests and desires in the 
cause of truth. The animal that is sacrificed symbo
lizes the animal passions within him. On one special 
moment on one special day all Muslim hearts all 
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over the world pulsate with one idea, and thus lead 
to the development of the idea of self-sacrifice in the 
community as a whole: 

"Surely We have given thee abundance of 
good. So pray to thy Lord and sacrifice. 

Surely thy enemy is cut off (from good)." 
(108:1-3). 

In this day of 'Id al-Adha, we should all remember 
Prophet Abraham and his son Ishmael in our hearts 
and in our prayers. Their supreme sacrifices not only 
changed our lives today but as well the lives of all 
humans on earth. We should pray to Allah Almighty 
to guide us on the footsteps of such great men and 
help us devote our lives for the cause of truth and 
make sacrifices willingly without hesitation all for 
the love of Allah. "Say: my prayer and my sacrifice 
and my life and my death are surely for Allah, the 
Lord of the Worlds" (6:163).1 

(This is the '[d al-adha khutba given in America this year by 
our young, devoted and enthusiastic friend, Fazeel, who is 
setting a fine example of serving Islam and the Ahmadiyya 
Movement.) 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement." 
- Marmaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 

Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised 
in 1951. 

"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun. " - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian 
Muslim scholar. 

"The first work published by any Muslim with the 

thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and 
achieving the standards of modern publications." -
Amir Ali in The Student's Quran, London 1961. 

The Holy Quran: other translations. 

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and 
Russian are forthcoming. 

The Religion of Islam. Pp. 700 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the 
sources, principles and practices of Islam. 

" ... an extremely use/ ul work. almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam." - Dr Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal, renowned poet and philosopher. 

"Such a book is greatly needed when in many 
Muslim countries we see persons eager for the 
revival of Islam, making mistakes through lack of 
just this knowledge. " - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Hadith. Pp.400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Pp. 350 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 

"( I) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English. " - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

■ NEW PRINTING ... NEW PRINTING ■

Books re-typeset and re-printed in the U.S.A. 
(with new formatting) in 1992 include: 

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran. 
Muhammad and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 

all by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mina Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

The Ahmadiyya Case. Pp. 350 

Full details of the court case in 1985 in which the 
beliefs of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad were proved 
to be fully Islamic. 

Ahmadiyyat in the service of Islam. 

by N. A. Faruqui, former Head of the Pakistan Civil 
Service. Deals with the mission and work of Hazrat 
Mirza and the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. 

For prices and delivery of these books, 
information about other publications, and free 
literature, please contact The Publication 
Manager at the address on front cover. 
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