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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in suppon of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is ,not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lii 
iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rasul Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-l 920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement. at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Tributes to 
Maulana Muhammad Ali 

Extracts from Pakistani newspapers 

(To mark the death of Maulana Muhammad Ali, which took 
place on 13 October 1951, our issue covering the month of 
October invariably carries some tribute to this great 
scholar, writer and indefatigable worker for Islam. We quote 
below two notices about the Maulana which appeared in 
English language newspapers in Pakistan following his 
death. Today, tragically, it is a criminal offence in Pakistan 
even to state in a publication that the Maulana was a 
Muslim, let alone hail him as a great servant of Islam, as 
the following two newspaper obituaries did.) 

The Dawn, Karachi, 16 October 1951 

, Maulvi Muhammad Ali, whose death occurred 
in Karachi, probably did more writing on 

Islamic subjects for almost half a century than any 
contemporary individual. Immersed in scholarly 
pursuits and gifted with a researcher's frame of 
mind, his aims were not academic. He was a miss
ionary who awoke to his calling in life in the enviro
nment of the last century when Islam in this sub
continent was a target of concentrated scurrilous 
attacks from Western missionaries and votaries of a 
venomous revivalist Hinduism. A man of his aca
demic distinction, in the late nineties, must have 
overcome a strong temptation in declining to enter 
Government service - the inevitable goal of edu
cation in those days - and choosing a missionary 
career. The object to which he dedicated his life was 
the translation of the Holy Quran into English; and 
he lived long enough after the first edition of his 
translation and commentary appeared in 1917, to 
follow it up with many other works. The best among 
these subsequent works are believed to be his 
Muhammad, The Prophet and The Religion of Islam. 
The former is a biography which pre-eminently 
serves its purpose; and the latter is almost cyclo
paedic in its range of information. As a missionary 
Maulvi Muhammad Ali had profitably studied the 
publicity techniques of European missionaries and 
his prolific writings reflect his ability to devise a 
suitable approach to almost every individual section 
of his readers. Stupendous was the energy that he 
could put into this task; and as the years grew on 
him the will-power made up for what was lacking in 
physical strength. He died working almost till the 
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last. Silent and unassuming as he was, both the man 
and his works were appropriately reflected in the fact 
- paradoxical as it might seem - that his writings
were better known than the man himself. His death
is a real loss. He will be mourned by a wide circle of
friends and admirers. We extend our heartfelt sym
pathy to the bereaved family. ,

The Star, Lahore, 20 October 1951 

, On October 13, at 1 1.30 a.m. in Karachi, there 
passed away from this world a well-known 

scholar and religious leader - Maulana Muhammad 
Ali, head of the Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat Islam, 
Lahore. 

"Soon after finishing his education, and while 
still very young, Maulana Muhammad Ali joined the 
followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, and 
came to the fore as a writer in English on Islam 
while he edited the Review of Religions, a monthly 
organ of the Ahmadiyya Movement of which the 
first issue came out in January 1902. The monthly 
journal, devoted to the comparative study of Reli
gion, did yeoman's service under Maulana 
Muhammad Ali's editorship by defending Islam 
against the onslaught of Christian Missionaries and 
European Orientalists of the old school whose 
writings were more marked by a virulent prejudice 
against Islam than by a spirit of honest enquiry and 
scholarly research. 

"After the death of the founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, Mr. Muhammad Ali was assigned the 
task of preparing a translation in English of the Holy 
Quran; but the work could not be finished in the life
time of Maulvi Noor-ud-Din. Moreover, after the 
death of Maulvi Noor-ud-Din, a split occurred in the 
Ahmadiyya Movement over some points of belief 
and doctrine, as well as general policy to be follo
wed in carrying on the mission of the Movement. 
Maulana Muhammad Ali was the Head of the section 
that broke away from Qadian and established itself 
in Lahore, finally coming to be known as Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman Ishaat Islam, Lahore. 

"The translation of the Holy Quran into English, 
prepared by Maulana Muhammad Ali, was published 
in 1917, and was at once accepted as a most valuable 
addition to Islamic literature in English prepared by 
Muslim scholars and divines themselves, as distinct 
from what European and American scholars write on 
the subject, practically always under a deep anti
Islamic bias characteristic of Christian missionaries. 
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"Apart from his translation of the Holy Quran, 
Maulana Muhammad Ali brought out a translation of 
Sahih Bukhari, and many other books on subjects 
connected with the superiority of Islam as a religious 
and social system. By removing him from our midst, 
death has thus created a vacuum that will long be 
fell by all interested in the revival of Islam as the 
most dominant spiritual force in the lives of the 
Muslim peoples. , 

* * * * * 

Ahm11(0)iyy11 CC<0>1D1Wemltll(0)1Dl 
<C<0>Il1WmlbusS) OJlmi(O) 

Jimlly ----August 1�3 
We reproduce in this issue four speeches from the Conven
tion of the A.A.I.I.L. U.S.A., held in Columbus, Ohio, during 
July 30th to August 1 st this year. Further speeches will 
appear in our next issue. 

* * * * * 

Sacrifice 

Abraham's example and its meaning 
for us 

by Mr. Ch. Mansur Ahmad 

General Secretary, Ahmadlyya Anjuman, 
Lahore, Pakistan 

Among the attributes of Allah are that He is Rahman 
and Rahfm, and therefore infinitely Beneficent and 
Merciful. His love and mercy are manifested in the 
creation of the world and the living things. He has 
not only given to the whole creation its means of 
nourishment, but also has beforehand ordained for 
each a sphere of capacity, and within that sphere 
provided the means by which it continues to attain, 
gradually, to its goal of perfection. 

The nourishment and development of the human 
body is thus ensured, but that is only a superficial 
and limited view of the creation. The human body is 
made of flesh and bones, and shall ultimately go 
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back to the earth from which it basically sprang. But 
the Holy Quran tells us that the human body is 
merely a carrier in which the soul reposes. When the 
human fetus is about four months old, Allah breathes 
the soul into it As the child learns and starts grow
ing, its soul also begins to evolve. At this stage, the 
Holy Quran gives the name nafs to the human soul. 
It is the nafs that ultimately, on the death of the 
person, leaves the body for the life in the hereafter, 
says the Holy Quran: 

"Each nafs shall taste of the death" (3: 184). 

Development of the soul. 
The human mind receives impulses through the five 
senses possessed by the body, and then two things 
take place. The person reacts physically, and simul
taneously the nafs receives and records the innennost 
feelings of the mind; it also goes through a process 
of evolution which ultimately enables it to enter the 
next world. Evolution continues even in next world, 
but takes a different fonn which our senses cannot 
perceive. 

What happens to the nafs in this world? Perhaps 
an example would help to elucidate. Consider a 
white, shiny canvas on which the artist is painting. 
Call the canvas the nafs, and the artist the human 
mind. During his lifetime, a person "paints" on this 
canvas. The good deeds would appear on it as pretty 
flowers, beautiful landscapes, and colourful patterns, 
pleasing to the eye - a thing of beauty. Wicked 
deeds would result in a dirty canvas with smudges 
on it that make it look ugly. It is thus that the person 
shall see his handiwork on the day of Judgment. 
Allah says: 

"So he who does an atom's weight of good 
will see it, and he who does an atom's weight 
of evil will see it" (Holy Quran, 99:7, 8). 

Since Allah is Rahman and infinitely Merciful, 
He could not have neglected the provision for the 
development of the real human being - the nafs. 
Thus, out of His mercy, He sent prophets to provide 
spiritual sustenance for the nafs. The prophets 
distinguished good from evil for the people. They 
laid down limits, beyond which one was not to act, 
nor hurt others. The prophets purified the people and 
taught them what was revealed to them by the 
Creator for the moral and spiritual progress of 
mankind. The people would thus be enabled to find 
the true path - the path which would guide them to 
the Creator. 
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Abraham's example. 
One such prophet is Abraham, who is described in 
the holy books of all major religions that are known 
today, i.e. the Quran, the Bible, and the Vedas. The 
Holy Quran mentions Abraham frequently, in 33 
places, to be exacL This is so because Abraham was 
an outstanding prophet whose example Allah wanted 
humanity to emulate. 

About 3600 years ago, Abraham was born in 
Mesopotamia, through which the rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates flowed, in a city called Ur, which was 
probably situated in what is today known as Iraq. 
The inhabitants were idolaters, and they also wor
shipped the sun and the stars. Abraham belonged to 
a noble family that shared control of the temple. 
From childhood, however, Abraham abhorred this 
mode of worship and refused to pray with them. 
When ordained to prophethood, he openly and 
vigorously preached against idol-worship, so much 
so that the king, Nimrod, issued orders for Abraham 
to be burnt alive. However, Allah saved him from 
the fire, and later on commanded Abraham to emi
grate from Ur. 

Abraham then travelled to a land called Canaan 
and settled there. He was about 76 years old at that 
time. Canaan is situated between Egypt and present
day Syria. The tribe thrived here, and there was 
peace. Meanwhile, Abraham took to travels under 
Divine guidance and went to far off places. He even 
travelled to India where the residents accepted him 
as a prophet and venerated him so much that, in the 
decades to come, they elevated him as a god, and 
named him Brahma. This is how he is today known 
in Hindu mythology. 

Leaves wife and Ishmael in desert. 
Abraham was at a place called Haran, a city on the 
border of modem-day Turkey, when Ishmael was 
born. While Ishmael was still an infant, Abraham 
was sent to Arabia under Divine commandment 
Abraham settled Hagar and Ishmael in the valley of 
Paran, near the ruins of the sacred house of Kaabah, 
the first house of worship of Allah. In this wilder
ness, there was no water and neither was there any 
foliage. Abraham prayed: 

"Our Lord, I have settled a part of my off
spring in a valley unproductive of fruit near 
Thy sacred house, our Lord, that they may 
keep up prayer." (14:37) 

When Abraham was getting ready to depart and 
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leave them behind in that wilderness, with no other 
living thing, Hagar asked him, "Is it by Allah's 
commandment that thou art doing this?" Abraham's 
reply was in the affirmative. Then Hagar said," Allah 
will not leave us to perish." Please try to visualize in 
your mind's eye the circumstances that I have just 
recounted, and marvel at the strength of character 
and the implicit faith in Allah. It was from such 
people that Prophet Muhammad was to descend. 

Abraham departed and soon their store of food 
and water was consumed. There was no water left 
even for the child Ishmael, and he cried from thirst. 
Hagar looked everywhere, but found no water. In 
desperation she ran in the valley and went up the 
hills of Safa and Marwah to see perchance a caravan 
may pass nearby; there was none. The Holy Quran 
records her efforts in the following words: 

"The Safa and Marwah are truly among the 
signs of Allah; so whoever makes a pilgri
mage to the House or pays a visit (to it), there 
is no blame on him if he goes round them." 
(2:158) 

In her wanderings, an angel appeared and guided her 
to a place where water was to be found. This was the 
spring that later came to be known as zam-zam. 
After some time, a caravan passed that way, and the 
people in it were surprised to find a woman and a 
child sitting by this unexpected source of the 
precious commodity - water. Hagar permitted them 
to quench their thirst at the spring and to water their 
animals too. The people, in return, left her a goodly 
store of food and other necessities. In this manner, 
the holy city of Makka had its second beginning. It

would be of interest to note that the Bible also 
accepts that the descendants of Ishmael settled in 
Arabia. 

Incident of sacrifice. 
When Ishmael was about twelve, Abraham returned 
to his family by Divine commandment; he then had 
a strange dream. It is mentioned in the Holy Quran 
in the following words: 

"But when he became (of age to) work with 
him he said: 0 my son I have seen in a dream 
that I should sacrifice thee so consider what 
seest. He said: 0 my father do as thou art 
commanded, if Allah please, thou wilt find me 
patient. So when they both submitted and he 
had thrown him down upon his forehead and 
We called out to him, saying: 0 Abraham, 
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thou hast fulfilled the vision. Thus do We 
reward the doers of good." (37: 102-105) 

Such implicit faith in Allah and obedience to His 
will is without equal. Every prophet possessed a 
special characteristic that stands out. The wisdom of 
Solomon and Joseph is legendary. Moses is best 
remembered as a law-giver and as a nation-builder, 
and Jesus possessed remarkable humility and meek
ness. Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him, had a heart filled with love and 
compassion for humanity, and Abraham was utterly 
obedient to Allah. This quality of Abraham pleased 
Allah so much that He bestowed upon him and his 
progeny the riches of this world. Abraham is called 
the patriarch by the nations of the world. There were 
numerous prophets and kings amongst the branches 
of his descendants, which were later called the 
Israelites. Allah says: 

'' And when his Lord tried Abraham with 
certain commands he fulfilled them. He said: 
Surely I will make thee a leader of men." 
(2: 124) 

And, undoubtedly, Abraham was made a leader of 
men. As I have mentioned earlier, Muslims, Chris
tians, Jews and Hindus, all venerate him. In fact. 
Muslims remember Abraham 29 times every single 
day in their prayers. Above all, they go to Makka for 
Hajj and revive the sacrifice that Abraham made. 
Muslims all over the world, on 12 Zil Hajj, sacrifice 
at least one animal in remembrance of that sacrifice. 

Lesson of sacrifice. 
The flesh and blood of the sacrifice is of no impor
tance to Allah. Allah says: 

"Not their flesh, nor their blood reaches Allah, 
but to Him is acceptable observance of duty 
on your part." (22:37) 

It is the piety that reaches Him, and there is a 
profound lesson in the sacrifice which is really 
meant to be symbolic. While slaughtering the animal, 
it should be resolved that the animal part of the nafs 
in the self is also offered in sacrifice: Allah says: 

"Surely (man's) self is wont to command (him 
to do) evil." ( 12 :53) 

Thus, in the first stage of the development of the 
nafs, the stage known as nafs al-ammara, man is 
incited to evil that leads him into immoral paths. It 
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stands in the way of attaining moral excellence. In 
the early development of the nafs, a person is prone 
to evil and transgression. He is subject to this state 
as long as he does not walk in the light of true 
wisdom, but instead continues to act in obedience to 
the natural inclinations of eating, drinking, sleeping, 
becoming angry and agitated; just as animals do. 

It is this animal that should be put to sacrifice 
while slaughtering the lamb. A Muslim should, in his 
mind, free himself from the control of animal 
passions, and instead be guided by reason and 
knowledge. He should put a reign to his natural 
desires and govern them rather than being governed 
by them - if he succeeds, he then passes out of the 
physical and animal state and into a moral being in 
the strict sense of the word. 

Bear always in your mind that material and 
spiritual advancement can never be made unless 
some sacrifice is made; progress is not possible 
unless hardships are incurred. Allah says: 

"And that man can have nothing but what he 
strives for. And that his striving will soon be 
seen." (53:39-40) 

A person works hard so that the family may live in 
comfort. Then there are people who sacrifice a part 
of their time and money so that their community 
may progress. However, a person who gives his life 
and possessions, so that the true word of God may 
be known to the world, makes the highest form of 
sacrifice. Such a person reaches the stage which 
Allah describes as: 

"Say: surely my prayer, my sacrifice, my life 
and my death are for Allah, the Lord of the 
world." (6: 163) 

This then is the lesson for Muslims. It should not be 
expected that the sacrifices made will bear fruit 
immediately, because it takes time; Allah enjoins 
repeatedly in the Holy Quran: "Surely Allah is with 
the patient." 

Ahmadis have pledged to always give preference 
to religious duty over worldly matters. Honouring 
this pledge requires a great deal of sacrifice. When 
at the crossroads, an imperceptible suggestion to do 
the proper thing will come to your mind. Listen, and 
pay attention to it. for it is the angel in you that is 
prompting you to do good. 

* * * * *
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Speech at Convention: 

The Chinese Quran: 

A Note on spreading God's word 

by Roberto K. Ong, Ph. D. 

(The speaker, who is at a Canadian University, has been 
translating into Chinese Maulana Muhammad Ali's English 
Translation and Commentary of the Holy Quran for the 
A.A.1.1.L. U.S.A. At present, he has reached the stage of 
checking the proofs of the type-setting.) 

We live in an age that has often been called the 
Infonnation Age. With the unprecedented advances 
in communications technology, messages can be 
transmitted across land and sea in a few seconds, so 
that what we 're doing here and now can easily and 
instantly be made known to people in, say, Lahore, 
Fiji, Trinidad, Berlin, London, Amsterdam, and 
almost any other parts of the world. As a matter of 
fact, if we so desired, we could even send our 
messages, in the fonn of radio signals, to all the 
galaxies in the universe. Scientists have reportedly 
been doing this for some time now, but so far we 
haven't heard that any of their signals have been 
picked up or acknowledged. 

Scriptures of world faiths and their languages. 

Followers of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as 
well as a few other religions, all believe that God -
the Supreme Being of the universe - conveyed, at 
some point in time, His messages to humanity. He 
does this apparently without the benefit of radio 
signals, but by raising prophets from among people 
in different parts of the world. These prophets then 
delivered the Divine messages either by word of 
mouth or in writing. or both. Thus Jews have the 
Torah, Christians have the Bible, Muslims have the 
Quran, and Monnons have the Book of Monnon. All 
these scriptures are said to contain the Word of God. 

Understandably, each of these sacred books was 
written in a language known to the prophet or 
prophets concerned, and in the case of the Holy 
Quran, it is believed to have been revealed by Allah 
to the Holy Prophet Muhammad in the Arabic of the 
Quraish variety. Now, we know that the Torah, also 
known to Christians as the Pentateuch, was originally 
written in Hebrew. But since Judaism has never been 
a proselytizing religion. the Jews cannot be expected 
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to undertake the translation of their religious litera
ture into other languages. On the other hand, from its 
inception Christianity has always claimed to be a 
world religion; and since the Bible is the most 
important document of the Christian faith, its trans
lation into as many languages of the world as poss
ible becomes imperative. In fact, most people of 
today have come to know about ancient Hebrew 
writings by reading the translations, in various 
modem languages, of the Old Testament of the 
Bible, which begins with the Pentateuch, or the Five 
Books of Moses. 

Term 'heaven' for sacredness. 
Islam is undoubtedly intended to be a religion for all 
people, as Allah, the One, True God that the Holy 
Quran speaks of, is not the God of any particular 
nation. God is in fact repeatedly referred to in the 
Quran as the Lord of the worlds, that is, the God that 
sustains the whole universe and yet totally transcends 
it. This idea of a transcendental Being which per
vades all time and space finds its analogues in many 
cultures. For the North American Indians, for 
example, God is Great Spirit; for the Chinese. the 
closest equivalent is probably the notion of Tian or 
'Heaven' as expounded in the Confucian and Taoist 
classics. Heaven as a symbol for the Most High God 
is, I suppose, self-explanatory. That Heaven is both 
powerful and merciful, that It generates and nouri
shes life, is again self-evident to any peasant. All the 
learned expositions of theologians and philosophers 
combined may sound fine, but the peasant intimately 
knows that unless Heaven sends down the timely 
rain in good measure, all his toil will be in vain. So 
this Heaven, high and aloof as It looks, must care 
very much about us earthlings. It may also be noted 
that Christians are enjoined by Christ to pray to .. Our 
Father who art in heaven" (Matt. 6:9), and that the 
Holy Quran as well refers to God as "He who is in 
the heaven" (67: 16). 

It is interesting to note that in ancient Chinese 
historical writings, Arabia is referred to as Tian 
Fang , which literally means ' Heavenly 
Quarter/Direction' ;  and among Chinese Muslims, the 
tenn for Kabah, the Sacred Mosque in Makka, is 
Tian Fang, or 'Heavenly House' ;  the Zaki.it, the 
obligatory donation for the poor, is called Tian Ke, 
or 'Heavenly Tax'; and the Holy Quran itself is 
referred to as Tian Jrng, or 'Heavenly Scripture' .  In 
all these expressions, the word Tian or 'Heaven' is 
suggestive of that which is holy and exalted. 
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Lack or eagerness by Muslims to translate Quran. 
One might wonder why. in spite of Islam's stature as 
a world religion, Muslims anywhere never seemed 
too eager to render the Holy Quran into other lan
guages until the time of Maulana Muhammad Ali. 
who came to be the first Muslim whose translation 
of the Quran into English became generally known. 
According to Imam Muhammad Yakub Khan's 
foreword to the 5th edition ( 1963) of this monu
mental work, the first appearance of the Maulana's 
translation in 1917 led to a significant change of 
attitude in the West toward Islam in general and 
toward the Quran in particular. Prior to this transla
tion, there had been three other English versions. al l 
done by scholars presumably Christian, namely, 
George Sale ( 1734). J.M. Rodwell ( 186 1). and E.H. 
Palmer ( 1876). The Quran had also been translated 
into Latin (ms. I 143, printed Basle 1543), Gennan 
(Boysen. 1773; Wahl, I 828; Ullmann, 1840), Rus
sian (St Peters burg I 776), and French (Savary, 1783; 
Kasimerski, 1840). 

Chinese translations of the Quran. 
The history of the translation of the Quran in its 
entirety into Chinese is relatively short, and parallels 
that of its translation into the above-mentioned 
European languages in at least one respect - in that 
the first two translations were done by non-Muslims, 
being re-translations, one (Tie Zheng, Beijing 1927) 
from a Japanese version and the other (Ji Juemi et 
al., Shanghai I 93 1) from an English version. Subse
quent to these two pioneering works, the first com
plete Chinese translation of the Holy Quran by a 
Muslim came from the pen of Imam Wang Wenqing 
(Beijing I 932, Ningxia 1942, Shanghai 1946; rpt. 
Taiwan 1984), and six others (Liu Jinbiao 1943; 
Yang Zhongming. 1947; Shi Zizhou, 1958; Ma Jian, 
1981; Lin Song. 1988; Shums T.C. Tung, 1989) have 
since appeared. All these seven translations are based 
on the original Arabic, and the last three even have 
bilingual editions in Arabic and Chinese. Most of 
these translators worked in unusually difficult 
circumstances, and I'm not talking about their lack 
of access to such modem office equipment as type
writers either, let alone computers. In what follows 
I'll give a brief account of the struggles of three of 
these translators and the hardships which they had to 
overcome in performing their truly heroic tasks. 

A Chinese translation mentioning M. Ali's work. 
Imam Wang Wenqing was from the northern city of 
Tianjin. He spent almost three decades translating the 
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Quran and eventually produced three different 
Chinese versions (viz., literary, liturgical. and ver
nacular). He had started working on the vernacular 
version during the war against Japanese invasion 
( 1937- 1945), and his manuscript had been destroyed 
by Japanese air raids before he had a chance to 
revise it. He resumed his work in September 1940. 
Working continuously day and night and burning the 
proverbial midnight oil for six months, he finished 
the first draft. Then on I August 1941, he started 
revising the manuscript, which took a whole year. In 
the summer of 1945 he was able to discuss his work 
with Imam Shi Zizhou, a translator of the Quran 
himself, who was known to have thoroughly read 
and studied Maulana Muhammad Ali's English 
translation and commentary. Along with the aid of 
Yusuf Ali's English translation, Imam Wang suc
ceeded in resolving most of his translation problems 
in about two months. The result was finally pub
lished in October 1946, with a first run of 5,000 
copies. This version was reprinted in Taiwan in 
December 1984. It is currently the version best 
known to Chinese Muslims outside of mainland 
China. It has a fairly detailed commentary, which 
refers to Maulana Muhammad Ali here and there. 

In his postface Imam Wang quotes the following 
passage from the Quran: .. And this Quran has been 
revealed to me [Holy Prophet Muhammad], that with 
it I may warn you and whomever it reaches"(6: 19). 
Then he goes on to say: "The Quran has come to 
China for over a thousand years now, and yet people 
outside of our religion have never known what its 
warnings are. We have ourselves to blame for not 
carrying out our duty to propagate [Islam)." This 
clearly shows the intent and purpose of Imam Wang 
in translating the Quran. With regard to Maulana 
Muhammad Ali's commentary, Imam Wang states 
that although it contains a wealth of insights, he 
finds some of the notes somewhat overdone. For this 
reason, he further states, he has refrained from 
adopting all of it, but has instead summarized and 
presented the Maulana' s ideas in his own commen
tary, in order to provide the reader with a different 
opinion to think about. This statement may very well 
serve as a measure of Imam Wang's fair-mindedness 
and objectivity. 

Second translation. 
The second translator I• d like to mention was Pro
fessor Ma Jian, who hailed from the southwestem 
province of Yunnan. At the age of 25, Ma Jian was 
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sent by the Chinese Islamic Society to Egypt in 193 1 
to study Arabic at Al-Azhar University and at Dar 
Ulum. Shortly after his return to China in 1 939, he 
was recruited for the project of translating the Quran 
into Chinese under the auspices of the Chinese 
Islamic Society in Shanghai. Owing to the untimely 
demise of some of the key figures in this project, 
however, it never came to fruition. Nevertheless, in 
1945 Ma himself completed the first draft of his own 
translation, which he had begun while still a student 
in Egypt. Part of the work was carried out during the 
Sino-Japanese War in Kunming, the provincial 
capital of Yunnan, where Japanese air attacks were 
so frequent that he had to stay out and write in the 
open fields of the suburban countryside, dodging the 
planes as best he could. He became a professor of 
Oriental languages at Beijing University in 1946. His 
translation of the Holy Quran underwent several 
revisions, and he was still working on it the day 
before his sudden death in 1978. This version, whose 
publication in 198 1 owed largely to the loyalty and 
perseverance of the translator's widow Ma Cunzhen, 
has since been reprinted three times, with more than 
I 04,000 copies in circulation. But because Professor 
Ma failed to finish his commentary before he died, 
this version has neither a commentary nor any 
footnotes. It has a select bibliography, however, 
which includes the English translation of Maulana 
Muhammad Ali. 

A translation benefitting from M. Ali. 
The third translator I 'm going to talk about is Haji 
Shums Tao-Chang Tung, who now lives in the 
United States and who used to be a journalist in 
Singapore. In January 197 1  he was arrested and 
jailed apparently as a result of some political opinion 
he had expressed in his newspaper, which the Singa
porean government of the day found unacceptable. 
This proved to be a blessing in disguise, as it was 
then that he began to think seriously about his 
religion. Although born into a well-known Muslim 
family in northern China, Haji Tung left home while 
young to attend boarding school elsewhere, and 
consequently did not have a solid traditional reli
gious upbringing. So he began to teach himself 
Arabic and to translate the Holy Quran into Chinese. 
The first draft took him only nine months and five 
days to complete, while serving his prison term. But 
he revised it again and again, and added notes and 
introductions to each chapter afterwards. It was pub
lished in China in 1989, in a handsome bilingual 
edition with facing Arabic and Chinese texts. 
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In his afterword to his translation, Haji Tung 
states that at first he made use of Yusuf Ali's Eng
lish translation, but had to switch to Pickthall 's 
translation at the request of the Malaysian Islamic 
organization which had intended to sponsor its 
publication. He also states that in fact, Muhammad 
Ali's translation is "perfectly clear and concise", but 
because he was a scholar of the Ahmadiyya sect and 
not generally accepted by the .. mainstream intelli
gentsia", he dared not rely on it. Now, we know that 
Marmaduke Pickthall 's English translation of the 
Quran appeared ten years after Muhammad Ali's, 
and it has been pointed out by a number of critics 
that Pickthall 's work followed that of the Maulana 
"very closely". One Christian reviewer, Rev. Zwemer 
(The Moslem World, July 1931 ,  p. 289; cited in 
Muhammad Ali's Preface to the Revised Edition), 
went so far as to say that "Mr. Pickthall 's work is 
not very much more than a revision of the Ahmad
iyya version". Thus, we may safely conclude that in 
spite of his reluctance to make use of the Maulana's 
work, Haji Tung admits, if covertly, that he too has 
profited from it. 

Present translation. 
It remains for me to say a few words about my own 
translation. First, knowing that the Quran as 
Al-Kitab, or the Book, is intended to be recited, i.e., 
read aloud, I've aimed at producing a text in Modem 
Chinese that is truly read(-aloud)able. From the 
linguistic point of view, this in itself is already more 
than can be said about the efforts of some of my 
predecessors. Secondly, this work fully embodies 
Maulana Muhammad Ali's English translation of the 
Holy Quran as well as his original Introduction and 
Commentary. In the coming years it will prove 
useful not only to Chinese Muslims and readers at 
large, but to scholars on Islam as well as students of 
comparative religion, especially · those in mainland 
China where, with the current open-door policy, 
interest in religious matters has revived. Thirdly, this 
translation has made a point of using the personal 
names and place names of biblical origin in the form 
in which they are most familiar to Chinese readers, 
Christian or otherwise. Far from being trivial, this 
stylistic feature is in full accord, I believe, with the 
practice of the Maulana himself, who in addressing 
his potential English readers, chose to call Abraham 
'Abraham', Mary 'Mary', and Gog and Magog 'Gog 
and Magog' .  If nothing else, this should promote 
dialogue and facilitate communication. I 
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Speech at Convention: 

Wealth - its proper use 

Quranic teaching on acquiring and 
spending it 

by Mrs. Lubna Ahmad, Louisiana, U.S.A. 

"
1Abundance diverts you, 2Until you come to the

graves. 3Nay, you will soon know, 4Nay, again you 
will soon know. 5Nay, would that you knew with a

certain knowledge! 6You will certainly see hell: 
7Then you will see it with certainty of sight; 8Then
on that day you shall certainly be questioned about 

the boons." 
(Holy Quran. eh. 1 02: AI-Takathur, The Abun

dance of Wealth.) 

"
1By the time! 2Surely man is in loss, 3except those

who believe and do good, and exhort one another 
to Truth, and exhort one another to patience." 

(eh. 103: AI-Asr, The Time.) 

The Holy Quran, which has been called Kitab-ul
Hakim, (Book of Wisdom), gives a very elaborate 
and vivid account of innumerable problems faced by 
man, individually and collectively. It uses a scientific 
approach in illustrating detailed accounts of the 
causes, effects and solutions to these problems by 
repeatedly citing historical events of nations and 
correlating it with the present and future state of 
affairs of mankind. 

The problem under discussion pertains to 'al
takathur' which stands for the competitive desire of 
human beings to excel one another in abundance of 
wealth and social status. A cause and effect relation
ship, along with a solution to this dilemma, is very 
clearly established between eh. 102 and eh. 103 (al
asr, The Time). 

According to the teachings of the Holy Quran, 
wealth or property can be acquired by three different 
but legitimate ways: 

( l) By earning: "For men is the benefit of
what they earn. And for women is the benefit
of what they earn." (4:32)

This verse clearly shows that earning wealth through 
labour and hard work is lawful, equally for men and 
women. 
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(2) By inheritance: "And to  every one We
have appointed heirs of that which parents and
near relatives leave." (4:33)

Here the acquisition of wealth through inheritance is 
made lawful for man. 

(3) By gifts: A hadith describes this method of
acquisition of wealth: "Aisha reported, The
Prophet said: 'Give gifts to one another, for
gifts take away rancour'."

The first rule or condition to acquisition of property 
is by lawful means only, as is shown in the Holy 
Quran: 

"O you who believe, devour not your property 
among yourselves by illegal methods except 
that i t  be trading by your mutual consent." 
(4:29) 

Over here the unjust extortion of property is con
demned. Though the words are general, the implica
tion is towards protection of women's and orphans' 
property rights. Also in the verse: 

"O you who believe, intoxicants and games of 
chance . . .  are only an uncleanness, the devil 's 
work, so shun it that you may succeed." 
(5:90) 

In this verse, wealth acquired by games of chance, 
such as lottery, gambling and card games, is strictly 
forbidden, as the money received is on-earned money 
without labour involved in it. At the same time we 
are told that the devil instigates man to do the wrong 
things in life and follow one's low desires to attain 
more wealth. 

Further on we are told that both the acquisition 
and possession of wealth is a necessary condition of 
life on this earth, as shown in the following words: 

"And make not over your property, which 
Allah has made a means of support for you, to 
the weak of understanding, and maintain them 
out of it, and clothe them, and give them a 
good education." (4:5) 

In this verse, by "your property" is meant the pro
perty of the orphans which is under your control as 
guardians. Therefore, its wastage has been discour
aged. At the same time, proper maintenance and 
education is to be provided to the actual owners of 
the property. 

The second condition or rule pertaining to wealth 
is its possession and dispensation in a moderate 
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manner, as is shown in the verse: 

"And they who, when they spend, are neither 
extravagant nor parsimonious, and the just 
mean is ever between these." (25:67) 

Over here, spending of wealth in moderation is 
encouraged, and the two extreme conditions of 
niggardliness and extravagance are discouraged. 

Furthermore, in relationship to the bad character
istic of niggardliness, hoarding of wealth is con
demned. At the same time, spending it in Allah's 
way is emphasized, failing to do so would be pun
ished by Allah. All this is clearly stated as follows: 

•• And those who hoard up gold and silver and
spend it not in Allah's way - announce to
them a painful chastisement." (9:34)

On the one hand, we are told that wealth is a necess
ity for human sustenance in this physical world. 
However, on the other hand we are told it is respon
sible for the spiritual deterioration of man. For 
instance, food is an essential element for the survival 
of man, on the contrary, over-eating is detrimental to 
his physical well-being. Similarly misuse of wealth 
is injurious to the spiritual progress of man, as it 
develops low desires of greed, pride and selfishness. 
From this we deduce moderation to be the key word 
in association with materialism, as opposed to 
abundance. 

Unending desire for more wealth. 
The question arises here as to why man strives to 
expand his kingdom of materialism when only a 
certain amount of wealth is required to meet his 
essential requirements for sustenance. It is the devil 
who creates the fear of poverty in man, thus exhor
ting him to strive for more and become stingy, as is 
shown in: 

"The devil threatens you with poverty and 
enjoins you to be niggardly." (2:268) 

"Surely man is ungrateful to his Lord. And 
surely he is witness of that. And truly on 
account of the love of wealth he is niggardly." 
( 100:6-8) 

We see that man, due to fear of becoming poor, 
starts hoarding wealth and becomes stingy. He 
displays ungratefulness and discontentment towards 
Allah when he is never satisfied with what Allah has 
given him and wants to attain more. Man is absolu
tely aware of his shortcomings, but he still continues 
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t o  be a slave of his low desires, as seen in the 
following words: 

"Fair-seeming to men is made the love of 
desires, of women and sons and hoarded 
treasures of gold and silver and well-bred 
horses and cattle and tilth. This is the pro
vision of the life of this world. And Allah -
with Him is the good goal of life." (3: 13) 

It is very clearly shown in this verse that the worldly 
pleasures seem very attractive to man and he forgets 
the real purpose of his life in this world which is 
complete submission to the will of Allah only. 

Going back to AI-Takathur, we are told that man 
continues to accumulate wealth till he reaches his 
death-bed: 

"Until you come to the graves. Nay, you will 
soon know. Nay, again you will soon know." 
( 102:2-4) 

The mention of "man's knowing" of his short
comings is presented twice. He will suffer the 
consequences of his low desires, first in this world 
and then in the Hereafter. By pondering on the very 
nature of evil a man can become certain of hell, this 
being 'certainty by inference' ( 'ilm al-yaqin). Then 
he can acquire a certain knowledge by sight, this 
being 'certainty by sight' ('ain al-yaqfn}, by seeing 
the fate of others. Lastly, he is made to realize it by 
disasters being brought upon himself. On the day of 
Resurrection he will be questioned about the boons 
and blessings from Allah that he failed to make right 
use of in this life. 

It should be clearly borne in mind that: 

"To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens 
and whatever is in the earth." (2:284) 

From this verse it is apparent that Allah is the 
Absolute Owner of wealth. He created man and 
entitled him to harness the forces of nature for his 
physical comforts and happiness. He made man 
master of these faculties and not vice-versa. Unfortu
nately, man in the process of establishing himself 
materially, surpasses the limits and starts wor
shipping his low desires, thus committing shirk or 
polytheism, which is strongly condemned repeatedly 
by Allah. 

History of former nations. 
Now I will take into account the history of the 
nations which is being referred to in al- 'asr. "By the 
time!" - time gives testimony to the fate of the 
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evil-doers who were brought to naught because of 
their low desires of greed and wealth accumulation. 
Over here one thing should be noted that Allah 
destroys nations because of two main reasons. 
Firstly, man's submission to his low desires, as is 
shown in: 

"Hast thou seen him who takes his low desires 
for his god?" (25:43) 

Secondly, man creates mischief in the land by trying 
to eradicate truth and attempting to destroy the 
messengers of Allah: 

''And those who disbelieved said to their 
messengers: We will certainly drive you out 
of our land, unless you come back into our 
religion. So their Lord revealed to them: We 
shall certainly destroy the wrong-doers." 
( 14 : 13) 

It should be noted here that Allah does not force 
men to one particular belief. He has given them 
liberty to accept or reject the Truth, as long as they 
don't try to create mischief and eradicate Truth. The 
following verse supports this argument: 

"And if thy Lord had pleased, He would have 
made people a single nation." ( 1 1 : 1 18) 

Here the words clearly support the fact that there is 
no compulsion in religion. 

'Ad, Thamud, Pharaoh, Gog and Magog. 

The tribes of 'Ad, which received guidance through 
Prophet Hud, and Thamud through Prophet Salih, 
created mischief in the land by following their low 
desires. The people who disobeyed Allah and 
exceeded the limits were eventually destroyed: 

"Who exceeded limits in the cities, and made 
great mischief therein." (89: 1 1 , 12) 

In these verses the reference is to the tribes of 'Ad 
and Thamud who placed worldly benefits above 
religion and created mischief. 

Further on, the Holy Quran is filled with descrip
tions of the fate of 'Ad and Thamud. All the differ
ent verses in various chapters focus on the same 
cause of destruction of these nations. Inspite of 
warnings from their messengers, they continued to 
pursue economic and political supremacy. I am going 
to quote a few of these verses: 

"Whoever desires this world's life and its 
finery, these are they for whom there is noth-
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ing but fire in  the Hereafter. And what they 
work therein is fruitless and their deeds are 
vain." ( 1 1 : 15, 16) 

"Your wealth and your children are only a 
trial, and Allah - with Him is a great 
reward." (64 : 15) 

"My wealth has not availed me. My authority 
has gone from me." (69:28, 29) 

The Pharaoh enjoyed great economic and political 
power. Moses prayed for the economic downfall of 
the king ( I 0:88). Pharaoh and his followers drowned 
in the sea, but his body is still preserved by Allah to 
warn nations of the fate of the disobedient ( 10:92) 

The European nations are referred to as Gog and 
Magog in the Holy Quran: "Gog and Magog do 
mischief in the land" ( 18:94). These nations enjoy a 
unique position in the present economic and political 
world which is identical to the nation of 'Ad. The 
only difference is that 'Ad has suffered the con
sequences of their love of low desires, whereas the 
present materialistic nations have yet to be account
able for their mischief and misdeeds. 

The solution. 

Chapter al-asr presents a very clear solution to 
overcome the problem of slavery to low desires. It 
says that "surely man is in loss" (man here is the one 
who worships the material world) except those who 
believe in Allah's messages and do good to mankind 
and then invite each other to Truth and remain 
patient and forbearing under all sorts of hardships. 

We are told that: 

"Those who believe and keep their duty, for 
them is good news in this world's life and in 
the Hereafter." ( 10:63,64) 

The duty mentioned here is following Allah's guid
ance and doing good to humanity as is stated in: 

"And in whose wealth there is a known right, 
for the beggar and the destitute." (70:24, 25) 

In brief, we should all remember that we must: 

- put religion above worldly affairs by believing in
Allah's messages,

- put our beliefs into practice by not exceeding the
limits in materialism,

- serve humanity by sharing our wealth with the
poor and needy, and most importantly bring a
spiritual awakening of mankind through the
spread of the Holy Quran. I
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Speech at Convention: 

Jihad - its true meaning 

Not war for spreading Islam, but self
reform and peaceful preaching 

by Akram Ahmad, Kentucky, U.S.A. 

(Author's Note: The major books that I have used are: 
1. Maulana Muhammad Ali's Religion of Islam, 2. An essay 
from the 3rd volume of Dr. Basharat Ahmad's Basharat-e
Ahmadiyya, and 3. M.A. Faruqui's Anecdotes from the Life 
of the Prophet Muhammad).

We read in the Holy Quran: 

"And if Allah did not repel some people by 
others, cloisters and churches and synagogues 
and mosques in which Allah 's name is much 
remembered, would have been pulled down." 
(22:40) 

Misrepresentation by the Media. 

A considerable portion of the Holy Quran is 
occupied by injunctions relating to the doctrine of 
jihad. It is a vital doctrine and fonns an integral part 
of the pristine fabric of Islam. Forces opposed to the 
cause of Islam, however, do their best to detract 
from the cause of truth by misconstruing such verses 
and then presenting their erroneous interpretations 
before the world. Jihad is among the foremost of the 
Islamic doctrines that have been greatly mis
represented in the West. The unfortunate result of 
such falsification is that Islam is often perceived as 
the religion of the sword. Thereby, the true conno
tations of jihad are hidden from view. 

It is saddening that, ever so often, Islam has come 
to signify unprovoked aggression and terrorism in 
the eyes of the world. The recent bombing of the 
World Trade Center in New York City is but one 
such example. The extremists involved in that 
deplorable incident happened to be Muslims. What
ever factions they pledge allegiance to, their politi
cally motivated action is certainly not justified by the 
doctrine of jihad, or for that matter by any doctrine 
of Islam. The media here, however, never bothers to 
look into the details but instead uses any such 
opportunity to portray Islam as a religion of vio
lence. 

In his book The Neglected Duty, author Johannes 
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Jansen concludes that "Islam advocates the over
throw of existing governments, and calls upon 
Muslims to take up arms in fulfilment of this duty". 
Additionally, perhaps in an attempt to justify this 
conclusion, the author asserts that he draws upon 
classical Muslim ideas! 

In short, the result of such misrepresentations is 
that Islam and violence have become virtually 
synonymous. Then add to this what the Islamic 
fundamentalists are today advocating! One such 
fundamentalist writes: 'Throw away your rosaries 
and buy a gun. For rosaries keep you silent while 
guns silence the enemies of Islam". So what we have 
now is that Islam is perceived as condoning, and 
even encouraging, violence as the means by which 
the faith is to be spread in the world. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth; Islam is the religion that 
seeks to attract people to its beautiful principles. It 
is nothing if not the faith of truth and peace. 

In order to remove some of the misconceptions 
regarding the doctrine of jihad, let us take a look at 
the historical tradition of Islam. And to uncover the 
true meaning of this vital doctrine, we have to go to 
the authentic sources of Islam. It is at these fountain
heads of knowledge that we can acquire the intent of 
the Islamic teachings regarding Jihad. Hopefully 
such an approach will help in countering the lowly 
attempts of those who seek to falsify Islam. Equally 
important, we stand to gain from being reminded 
anew of the essential mission of this Jamaal that was 
founded by the great Refonner of this age, the 
Promised Messiah, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 
Because it was nothing less than the mission of jihad 
with which Hazrat Mirza entrusted the Ahmadi 
Jamaat. The jihad that Hazrat Mirza advocated is far 
removed from the fury of the violence that has been 
embraced nowadays by some of the fundamentalists. 

Fighting in self-defence. 

In the time of the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him, a struggle for national exis
tence was forced upon the Muslims. The Muslims 
had finally reached the city of Madina after having 
endured untold hardships at the hands of the dis
believers in Makka. In fact, their very lives had been 
threatened while they had continued to stay on in 
Makka. So in the thirteenth year of the Call, the 
Muslims had started emigrating to Madina. Once he 
had overseen the emigration of the last of the Mus
l ims from Makka, the Prophet and his companion, 
Hazrat Abu Bakr, also finally emigrated to Madina. 
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Here they were welcomed by the Muslims and the 
local gentry. In Madina at last, the Muslims were 
free to observe their religious duties without fear of 
cruel reprisals and merciless tortures at the hands of 
the disbelievers. 

The enemy at Makka, however, could not recon
cile itself to its failure. It had failed in impeding the 
flight of the Muslims and this failure rankled in their 
minds. In fact, the enemy was now detennined to 
destroy the new religion and its founder before it got 
too strong for them. The Muslims, however, were 
just as resolutely detennined to defend the cause of 
truth and justice, as would be illustrated by follow
ing events. 

Thus barely two years passed since the Flight to 
Madina, when a force of one thousand fully anned 
warriors from Makka gathered to attack and annihi
late the Muslims. The Muslims were able to muster 
only 3 13 persons, and this band of fighters included 
boys and old men. Only two persons were on horse
back, and there were not more than 70 camels to 
serve the rest of the Islamic force. Most of the 
Muslims were poorly anned, and it was only their 
faith and spirit that had endowed them with the 
valour to face an overwhelming anny of fully anned, 
saddled warriors. 

Says the Holy Quran: 

"Pennission (to fight) is given to those on 
whom war is made, because they are 
oppressed. And Allah is able to assist them -
Those who are driven from their homes with
out a just cause except that they say: Our Lord 
is Allah." (22:39, 40) 

The enemy gathered its forces to descend on the 
Muslims like a desert stonn. In a cottage near the 
battlefield of Badr, the Holy Prophet was lying 
prostrate before Allah, praying for Divine help and 
protection. His supplication was: "My Lord, if Thou 
alloweth this band of the faithful to be killed this 
day, then nobody would be left in this land to 
worship Thee truly. O Living and All-Powerful 
Allah, I beseech Thee for Thy help and protection." 

Then the small band of the faithful saw the Holy 
Prophet come out of the cottage, smiling calmly, and 
he predicted the defeat of the enemy; and so it came 
to pass. The enemy lost seventy of their top notch 
warriors, and fled from the battlefield of Badr. 

In this incident, observe that the Muslims took up 
anns against the enemy at a time when they were 
faced with nothing less than the prospects of corn-
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plete annihilation. This taking up of arms in self
defence is a far cry from the allegations that Islam 
was spread by the sword. 

Referring again to the Quranic verse: "And if 
Allah did not repel some people by others, cloisters, 
and churches, and synagogues, and mosques in 
which Allah's name is much remembered, would 
have been pulled down." The teaching of the Holy 
Quran that is stressed here is that the lives of Mus
lims are to be sacrificed, not only to stop their own 
persecution at the hand of their enemies and to save 
their own mosques, but to save churches, synagogues 
and cloisters as well :  in fact, to establish perfect 
religious freedom. Notice that the Muslim places of 
worship, that is the mosques, actually come in for 
their share of protection even after the churches and 
synagogues. Early Muslims closely followed these 
directions. Every commander of an anny had explicit 
orders to respect all houses of worship. Could such 
orders ever possibly have issued from the followers 
of a militant religion? 

Islam does not condone militancy. 

The struggle for national existence in Madina went, 
and rightly, under the name of jihad; but even in the 
Madina chapters, the word is used in the wider sense 
of a struggle carried on by words or deeds of any 
kind. As an example of this, the following Quranic 
verse can be quoted: 

"O Prophet! strive hard against the dis
believers and hypocrites, and be firm against 
them; and their abode is Hell; and evil is the 
destination." (66:9) 

Here the Holy Prophet is directed to carry on a jihad 
against both disbelievers and hypocrites. Now, the 
hypocrites were those who pretended outwardly to be 
Muslims and lived among, and were treated like, 
Muslims in all respects. They came to the mosque 
and prayed with the Muslims. They even paid the 
annual charity, the zakaat. War against them was 
unthinkable, unimaginable, and none was ever 
undertaken. On the other hand, they fought along 
with the Muslims against the disbelievers. Therefore 
the injunction to carry on a jihad against both the 
unbelievers and hypocrites could not mean the 
waging of war against them. It was a jihad carried on 
by means of the Holy Quran, a striving hard to win 
them over to Islam. In fact, on other occasions as 
well, it is a mistake to think that jihad means only 
fighting; because the word is almost always used in 
the general sense of striving hard, and includes 
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fighting only where the context so requires. 
The words "He who fights that the word of Allah 

may be exalted" occur in Hadith. These words have 
been severed from their context and are sometimes 
misconstrued as meaning to fight for the propagation 
of Islam. But when read within the context, the 
meaning of these words is clear. The actual hadith 
runs as follows: 

"A man came to the Holy Prophet and said: 
There is a man who fights for the gain of 
riches and another man who fights that his 
exploits may be seen, which of these is the 
way of Allah? The Prophet said 'The man 
who fights that the word of Allah may be 
exalted, that is the way of Allah'." 

These words clearly mean that the motives of a man 
who fights in the way of Allah should not be tar
nished by desires of personal gain or reputation. This 
fighting, as shown from the Quran, means only the 
defence of the faith. The disbelievers had sought to 
annihilate the faith of Islam, and the defence of the 
faith was, therefore, equivalent to the exaltation of 
the word of Allah. 

As another illustration of the very great miscon
ception that prevails with regard to the duty of jihad 
in Islam, consider the following quote taken from 
Klein's book, Religion of Islam. Defining the tenn, 
he writes: "Jihad - The fighting against unbelievers 
with the object of either winning them over to Islam, 
or subduing and exterminating them in case they 
refuse to become Muslims. And the causing of Islam 
to spread and triumph over all religions is considered 
a sacred duty of the Muslim nation." 

The learned scholar could never have made such 
a glaring misstatement if he had only taken the 
trouble to consult an ordinary dictionary of the 
Arabic language. The word jihad is derived from 
jahd or juhd, meaning ability, exertion, or power. 
Jihad and mujahida mean "the exerting of one's 
power in repelling the enemy". Jihad is of three 
kinds; namely, the carrying on of a struggle: 
[ 1] against a visible enemy, [2) against the devil, and
[3) against the self. Jihad is therefore far from being
synonymous with war. The meaning of "war under
taken for the propagation of Islam", which is per
ceived in the West to be the significance of Jihad, is
equally unknown to the Arabic language and to the
teachings of the Holy Quran.
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Meaning of jihad. 
Fighting in self-defence is only the lowest fonn of 
jihad. Then there is the jihad, or struggle, made to 
attain nearness to God and to subdue one's passions. 
Finally, there is the struggle to win over the un
believers, not with the sword, but with the Quran. 
This is the terminology in which the word jihad is 
used in the Holy Quran. In fact, the injunctions to 
carry on a jihad to subdue one's passions and a jihad 
to win over the unbelievers, not with the sword but 
with the Holy Quran, were given long before the 
command to take up the sword in self-defence. Allah 
says in the Quran: 

"And those who, when great wrong afflicts 
them, defend themselves. And the recompense 
of evil is punishment like it; but whoever 
forgives and amends, his reward is with Allah. 
Surely He loves not the wrongdoers." (42:39, 
40) 

In these verses, Muslims are taught to take up anns 
only in self-defence. They are also instructed to fight 
and defend themselves only to that degree in which 
they have been aggressed against. Finally, forgive
ness is preached, but not so as to make it impracti
cal; there is, in Islam, neither the one extreme of 
"tooth for tooth", nor the opposite one of "turning 
the left cheek when the right is smitten". The object 
to be kept in view is to amend, whether it is attained 
by giving proportionate punishment or by exercising 
forgiveness. 

Peace recommended. 
In fact, Muslims were told to accept peace in the 
middle of war if the enemy wanted peace. Thus 
Allah says in the Quran: 

"And if they incline to peace, incline thou 
also to it and trust in Allah; surely He is the 
Hearer, the Knower. And if they intend to 
deceive thee, then surely Allah is sufficient 
for thee." (8 :6 1, 62) 

Observe that peace is recommended here even 
though the enemy's sincerity may be doubtful. 
During the era of the Holy Prophet, it was endemic 
to the Arab tribes that they did not attach much 
value to their treaty agreements. Therefore there 
were reasons to doubt the good intentions of the 
enemy. Yet the Holy Prophet was inclined to make 
peace with the enemy whenever the enemy showed 
the slightest desire towards it. 
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Remember that the Holy Prophet had never been 
defeated on the field of battle, and his Companions 
had sworn to lay down their lives one and all if the 
worst had come to the worst. Yet on the occasion of 
the Hudaibiyah Truce, he did not hesitate from 
accepting the position of the defeated party. Far from 
being intransigent, the Holy Prophet made peace and 
accepted terms which his own followers looked upon 
as humiliating for Islam. Thus he accepted the 
condition that he would go back without perfonning 
a pilgrimage and also that if a resident of Makka 
embraced Islam, and came to him for protection, he 
would not give him protection. Therefore if we are 
mindful of two facts: [ 1] the injunction contained in 
the Quran to make peace with the idolaters if they 
desired peace. and [2] the practice of the Prophet in 
concluding peace on any terms, then it is not at all 
hard to see that the theory of preaching Islam by the 
sword is a pure myth as far as the Quran is con
cerned. 

Hazrat Mirza's interpretation of jihad. 

In his day and age, Hazrat Mirza's love for the Holy 
Quran stood unparalleled. Permeating his very 
existence was love for the Holy Quran, and the 
desire that the message of truth and wisdom in its 
pages should reach the farthest comers of the world. 
In this regard, it has been said that people have 
written poetic verses of love and reverence for the 
Holy Prophet. But it is only Hazrat Mirza who has 
written verses expressing love and devotion for the 
Holy Quran. Thus Hazrat Mirza wrote: 

''The beauty and grace of the Quran is the 
life-light of every Muslim. 
"The moon may be the light of others, our 
light is the Quran." 

On another occasion he wrote: 

"Quran is godly, it is the word of God. 
Without it, the orchard of knowledge is 
unripe." 

Hazrat Mirza's overwhelming desire was to dissemi
nate the beautiful and radiant teachings of the Holy 
Quran amongst the people of the world. It was this 
jihad, this struggle to win over the unbelievers with 
the Quran, that he handed down as the mission to the 
Ahmadiyya Jamaat. Therefore, as members of that 
organization, we should strive to rejuvenate our
selves with the teachings of Islam. For these are 
teachings that possess the power to revive spiritual 
wastelands. After deriving benefit from these teach-
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ings, we  should wage a jihad to pass on that same 
light to others as well. 

In fact, we should redouble our efforts in this 
jihad of ours so that this nation is not labelled as an 
ungrateful nation by Allah. Let us strive to fulfil our 
duty and be deemed successful in the Hereafter. In 
this age of forgetfulness, we become prone to forget
ting our sacred duties. 

Allah says in the Quran: "Surely man is ungrate
ful to his Lord. And surely h'e is a witness of that. 
And truly on account of the love of wealth he is 
miserly. Knows he not when that which is in the 
graves is raised. And that which is in the breasts is 
made manifest? Surely their Lord this day is Aware 
of them." ( 100:6-1 1) 

The theme in these verses is the ungratefulness of 
man to his Lord and his excessive love of wealth. 
The lesson is that if man wants to show gratefulness 
to his Master, then he should rise, and not alone but 
that he should rise in the form of an organization or 
party. Because no grand purpose has ever been 
achieved unless people in the fonn of an organiz
ation have set out to achieve that grand objective. So 
Allah, in His omniscience, reminds man that he 
should rise, and rise in the form of an organization, 
so that the Divine objective of producing a great 
revolution can be turned into reality. Only then can 
the message of Islam spread to the farthest comers of 
the world. To make this a living reality, man should 
strive hard in Allah's way. If this necessitates incur
ring labour and hardships upon the self, then so be 
it. Let man tum a deaf ear to the impulses within, 
that invite him to ways of ease and luxury. If diffi
culties loom large on the horizon, then man should 
make these serve the purpose of making his footsteps 
even more steadfast. Let his steps never falter, so 
that his enemies and the forces of Satan are left 
utterly defeated. 

Note the willingness of man to engage in the 
struggle to earn money. He struggles for it day and 
night. He departs for far-off lands in search of 
employment. He enlists in national armies and is 
willing to lay down his life in warfare. Yet when the 
time comes to make even small sacrifices in the way 
of Allah, he starts to make excuses and shrinks away 
from that work. Is this not then ingratitude of the 
highest degree that while he is willing to endanger 
his life for temporal and monetary gains, he is 
equally unwilling to do anything for Allah? This, 
despite the fact that God is man's true Master, to 
Whom he should really owe complete allegiance. 
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Members of the Ahmadiyya Jamaat take the 
pledge that they will attach greater importance to 
spiritual matters than to temporal callings. This way 
was shown to us by the Promised Messiah. Hazrat 
Mirza. We believe that. in this era, the Promised 
Messiah was chosen to implement God's will that 
Islam should spread to the farthest comers of the 
world. If other Muslims sleep from the slumber of 
ignorance. then we are fortunate to have been woken 
from that slumber by the Promised Messiah. Let us 
not be slothful, and let us not be negligent of our 
duties. Each of us has to carry on a jihad against the 
self, and we as an organization have to carry on the 
jihad of conveying the message of the Holy Quran to 
all parts of the world. 

Allah says in the Quran: 

"And Allah is Self-Sufficient and you are 
needy. And if you tum back He will bring in 
your place another people. then they will not 
be like you." (47:38) 

Remember that it is this jihad that makes an organi
zation grateful in the eyes of the Lord. We stand to 
lose in the final analysis if we neglect this duty. So 
let us not be of the ungrateful. In order to be of 
those with whom Allah is pleased. we have pledged 
to honour the mission of Hazrat Mirza. So let us all 
seek the assistance of Allah and participate in this 
jihad whose very foundation stone was laid by 
Hazrat Mirza. I 

* * * * * 

Gems from the Quran, continued from the right column . . .

In the written script. every word and notation is 
completely preserved. showing the places where the 
Holy Prophet used to pause during recitation. We 
claim and are proud of the fact that every copy of 
the Holy Quran in the world is a true copy of the 
original script of 1400 years ago. Nothing is from 
hear-say or compiled by someone hundreds of years 
after the death of the concerned Prophet. Even today. 
our missionaries are making history by translating 
the Quran into all major languages of the world. by 
the grace of Allah. It is a total community effort to 
translate. print and publish, and the community foots 
the bill. I 

* * * * * 
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Gems from the Quran - 6 

by Mr. Mirza A.R. Baig, Texas 

1 .  By those scattering broadcast! 
2. And those bearing the load!
3. And those running easily!

4. And those distributing the affair!
5. What you are promised is surely true.

(Ch. 5 1. AI-Zariyat: The Scatterers.)

According to Caliph Ali, Caliph Umar had clarified 
these verses as follows: 

Zariyat (those scattering broadcast) are the 
trade winds; hamilat (those bearing the load) 
are the clouds. which at times carry thousands 
of tons of water from one place to another by 
Divine intent; Jariyat (those running easily) 
means ocean-going vessels; and muqassimat 
(those distributing the affair) means angels of 
God carrying out Divine orders. 

These verses bring to my mind an unforgettable 
spectacle of nature that I was lucky to witness in the 
Dadar hills (Hazara district, North-West Pakistan) in 
the spring of 1952 when we had gone to attend a 
family wedding. All of a sudden. wind-currents 
brought a beautiful white cloud overhead bearing 
pollen (pine male seed). As it passed scattering the 
seed, the late Maulana Yaqub Khan (editor of The 
Light for several years) recited the above verses, 
with meaning. which left us totally spell-bound! The 
scattered seed accomplishes "cross-pollination". This 
miracle of nature was explained in the Holy Quran 
several centuries ago to Prophet Muhammad, but 
confirmed by botanical scientists not so long ago. 

Here the spread of Islam by zealous missionaries 
is likened to the spread by pollination of the seed by 
winds. directed by God Almighty to "scatter" the 
truth of Islam far and wide. The missionaries went 
on horse-back or by ship. north. south, east and west, 
all over the world. No power on earth can now stop 
it and one day pretty soon the world will have to 
accept the unequalled truth and beauty contained in 
the last and absolutely complete "message of God" 
which was directly revealed by God to the Holy 
Prophet. It was immediately written down by the 
scribes and even committed to memory by the 
Companions of the Holy Prophet. Today we have 
thousands of such people all over the world! 

+- Continued in the column on the left. 
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Letter from Indonesia 

Imam Musa Projosiswoyo from Indonesia has sent us 
a copy of a letter by him, on the subject of the 
appearance of the Mahdi, which he wrote in a well
known magazine called Editor, in its issue for 15  
May 1993. The magazine being in  the Indonesian 
language, our esteemed and venerable friend has also 
taken the trouble to send us an English translation of 
the letter. It is reproduced below (though we have 
taken the liberty of amending the translation slightly 
to make the meaning clear). 

, I was reading in Editor, April 10, 1993, a letter 
from a reader that Imam Mahdi will be sent 

down in Afghanistan soon. I will give you my own 
life experience. When I was doing my University 
study in Jakarta 32 years ago, my late father 
Muhammad Koesban Projosiswoyo, the head of State 
Religious Teachers College and eminent member of 
Ahmadiyya Lahore Jamaal in Surakarta, had sent me 
to the late Mr. Ambyah Soeropranoto, a Catholic 
man who had converted to Islam and joined the 
Jamaat. With his son, Rachmat Basuki, I was active 
in Islamic Youth Students Organization and Ahmad
iyya Lahore Jamaat. I took bai'at to join the Ahmad
iyya Movement just before 30 September 1965 
(Communist coup), when my father and Mr. Ambyah 
had already passed away. 

Afterwards I hesitated because I read the claim of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as Mujaddid, Promised 
Messiah and Imam Mahdi. After that, my prayer was 
not regular and I became non-active from all Islamic 
activities and organizations. 

Mr. Rachmat Basuki summoned me back to an 
active role in the Ahmadiyya Lahore Movement. I 
asked myself, was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad a righteous 
and truthful person, or was he a dreamer, a liar, and 
a boastful person, as alleged by his opponents? 

In my tahajjud prayer, I asked Allah Ta'ala for 
guidance. And after forty days the word came: 
"Don't look at the tree, but eat its delightful fruit". 
So I began earnestly to study the works of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and his Secretary Maulvi 
Muhammad Ali. 

I concluded that he was the only person sent by 
Allah who could claim to be the Mujaddid, Al-Masih 
and Imam Mahdi for the 14th century hijra. My 
opinion is that the meaning of these titles also refers 
to a task to be done by every true Muslim. 
Mujaddid: We must preach Islam to the people in a 
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new and fresh way. AI-Masih: We must follow the 
path of peace, and draw people to Islam. Imam 
Mahdi: We must always ask Allah for guidance, and 
after receiving it (the Quran and Sunna) must preach 
it throughout the world. , 

* * * * * 

Forthcoming books 

1. Introduction to lsla.m series in book form.
We are pleased to announce that the Question/
Answer series Introduction to Islam, which had been
appearing in this magazine, will shortly be available
as a book of about 60 pages. In the last installment
in this magazine we had reached the end of the
section dealing with the Holy Quran. In the book
there are two further sections beyond this point: one
dealing with Hadith, and the other with the moral
qualities Muslims should try to cultivate, as given in
the Quran and the Holy Prophet's Sayings. A section
on Jihad, which did not appear in the serialisation,
has been added in the book, inserted in the section
dealing with the practices of Islam. Due to the
imminent publication of the book, the serialisation in
this magazine has been discontinued. Below we
quote from the Preface to this booklet:

"There has been a great demand for a booklet 
to introduce younger people to the teachings 
of Islam in fairly simple language. The 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam Lahore 
has, over the past decades, produced a range 
of excellent works dealing with all aspects of 
Islam, which particularly aim at correcting 
common misconceptions about Islam . . . .  This 
literature has been widely appreciated and 
acclaimed as meeting the needs of the present 
times . . . .  It has been felt for sometime that the 
wonderful knowledge contained in these 
comprehensive works must be made more 
readily accessible to younger people by pre
senting it at an introductory level in simpler 
language. This booklet has therefore been 
prepared to satisfy these requirements. 

"All the basic doctrines and practices of Islam 
have been covered, supplemented by informa
tion about the Holy Quran, Hadith, and the 
moral teachings of Islam. No prior knowledge 
is assumed. The question-answer format used, 
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it is hoped, will make the booklet more inter
esting than would be the case with a descrip
tive approach." 

2. Message of Peace by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad.

This is a new, revised edition of the English trans
lation of the Urdu lecture Paigham Sulh, written by 
Hazrat Mirza in the last few days of his life. It is 
about 30 pages in length, with an index added in this 
edition. An Editor's Note in the new edition 
describes the background to the writing of the 
lecture: 

"It is an appeal addressed to the Hindus and 
Muslims of India to rid themselves of the 
mutual hatred, enmity and bigotry between the 
two communities by showing respect for each 
other's religions. Speaking for Islam, Hazrat 
Mirza declares that Muslims can accept, 
respect and indeed believe in the Hindu scrip
tures and their ancient religious sages as 
having been sent by God, since the Holy 
Quran teaches that prophets and books from 
God came among every people on earth. 
Hindus, he proposes, reciprocate by regarding 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad as truthful, and 
by refraining from making vituperative attacks 
against him. . .  . Hazrat Mirza proposed an 
agreement by which Hindus and Muslims 
would not only refrain from attacking one 
another's religion, but show respect and love 
towards the venerable founders of each other's 
faith, and, more than that, harbour feelings of 
human sympathy and brotherliness towards the 
other community. 

"Paigham Su/h was being prepared as a public 
lecture due to be delivered on 3 1  May 1 908. 
However, as Allah Almighty had decreed, 
Hazrat Mirza fell ill and passed away on 26 
May and returned to his Maker. He had not 
entirely completed writing the lecture, but the 
unfinished work covered most of the message 
he intended to convey. It was therefore 
decided to proceed with the lecture at a re
arranged date and venue. Khawaja Kamal-ud
Din, a prominent member of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement and later founder of the Woking 
Muslim Mission in England, had the lecture 
printed from the manuscript left by Hazrat 
Mirza, and delivered the address before an 
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audience of thousands of Hindus, Sikhs and 
Muslims at the University Hall, Lahore, on 2 1  
June 1908. I t  was also translated into Eng
lish." 

3. The Debt Forgouen. 

This is a booklet written by Mr. Rahim Bakhsh of 
Pakistan, which first appeared some 25 years ago, 
describing the services to the cause of Islam rendered 
by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, and showing just 
what a tremendous debt is owed by the Muslim 
world to this great Reformer. _The title is even more 
apt today than it was when the booklet was first 
published, for not only has that debt been thoroughly 
forgotten, but the one to whom it is owed is 
maligned as an enemy of Islam. The re-printing 
gives a chance to those who have not seen the 
original publication to benefit from this inspiring 
booklet. 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service/or the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement." 
- Marmaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 

Arabic text. with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised 
in 1951 .  

"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali's trans• 
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun." - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi,  Indian 
Muslim scholar. 

"The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and 
achieving the standards of modern publications." -
Amir Ali in The Student's Quran, London 1961. 

The Holy Quran: other translations. 

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and 
Russian are forthcoming. 

The Religion of Islam. Pp. 700 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the 
sources, principles and practices of Islam. 

" . . .  an extremely useful work, almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam." - Dr Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal, renowned poet and philosopher. 

"Such a book is greatly needed when in many 
Muslim countries we see persons eager for the 
revival of Islam, making mistakes through lack of 
just this knowledge." - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Hadith. Pp. 400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Pp. 350 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 

"(I) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English." - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

■ NEW PRINTING ... NEW PRINTING ■ 

Books re-typeset and re-printed in the U.S.A. 
(with new formatting) in 1992 include: 

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran. 
Muhammad and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 
all by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ohulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

The Ahmadiyya Case. Pp. 350 

Full details of the court case in 1985 in which the 
beliefs of Hazrat Mirza Ohulam Ahmad were proved 
to be fully Islamic. 

Ahmadiyyat in the service of Islam. 

by N. A. Faruqui, former Head of the Pakistan Civil 
Service. Deals with the mission and work of Hazrat 
Mirza and the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. 

For prices and delivery of these books, 
information about other publications, and free 
literature, please contact The Publication 
Manager at the address on front cover. 
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