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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.I.I.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example. and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908). our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words La 
iltlha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasQI Alltlh (There is no god but
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. Canada. 
England. Germany. 
Holland. South Africa. 
India. Indonesia. 
Australia. Fiji. 
Trinidad. Guyana. 
Suriname. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as well. 
In Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-1920s. 

Aehkve,runts: 
The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several 
Muslim missions around the world, 
including the first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique 
contribution to Islamic thought is summP-d 
up in the column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya 
Movement. 

l!JOl: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's 
other famous name Ahmad. 

lCJOS: Hazrat Mina appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Move
ment. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mina. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at 
Islam founded at Lahore to 
continue the original Anjuman, to 
preserve Hazrat Mina's real 
mission. Maulana Muhammad Ali 
elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious 
service to the cause of Islam. 
Maulana Sadr-ud-Din (d. 1981) 
becomes head. 
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The Ahmadiyya Annual 
December Gathering 

Its Aims and Purposes 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(Editor's Note: It was in 1891 that the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement Instituted an annual gathering of his 
followers to take place for thr99 days at the end of every 
December. The practice has continued since that time, 
despite the diHicuhies of the past ten years or so. It is 
customary at this time of the year to publlsh his directions 
relating to the reasons for holding this gathering. We give 
below the announcement Issued by him on 7 December 
1892 setting out the underlying reasons for the gathering.) 

"Consider not this gathering to be an ordinary 
meeting held by people. It is purely for the purpose 
of the support of Truth and the propagation of 
Truth." 

The main object of this gathering, among its aims, is 
that every sincere person should get the opportunity 
to benefit spiritually in a face-to-face setting, to 
increase his knowledge, and, by the help of God 
Almighty, to develop his understanding of matters 
spiritual. Then there are the consequential advantages 
that by meeting each other the brethren will get better 
acquainted and the fraternal ties within the Comm
unity will be strengthened. 

Apart from this, one of the essential requirements 
of this gathering will be to consider plans for the 
religious well-being of Europe and America. For it is 
now established that the good-natured people of 
Europe and America are getting ready to accept 
Islam. For example, these very days I have received 
a letter from an Englishman saying: "You are 
supposed to show mercy to all creatures, we are also 
human beings and deseivant of mercy because we 
have embraced Islam but are still ignorant of the true 
and authentic teachings of Islam." Know it for 
certain, 0 brothers, that this group is being prepared 
for this Movement. God Almighty does not leave a 
truthful one without a following. Allah willing, the 
blessing of truth shall draw them this way. This is the 
decree of God Almighty from above, and there is 
none to change it. 

Therefore it is imperative that, to this gathering 
which is held for several blessed purposes, must 
come everyone who can afford to do so, and should 
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bring their winter bedding etc. as needed. They 
should not care for small losses in the way of Allah 
and His Messenger. God Almighty rewards the 
sincere ones at every step, and no labour or hardship 
in His way goes to waste. It is to be repeated: 
Consider not this gathering to be an ordinary 
meeting held by people. It is purely for the purpose 
of the support o/Truth and the propagation o/Truth. 

The foundation stone of this Movement has been 
laid by the hand of God Almighty Himself, and He 
has prepared nations for it who shall shortly join it. 
This is the work of that All-Powerful One, for Whom 
nothing is impossible. That time approaches, nay it is 
at hand, when there shall not remain in this religion 
any trace of naturiyyat, • nor of those opponents who 
are at an extreme in supporting this philosophy and 
follow their own thoughts. There shall neither remain 
those who deny miracles nor those [at the other 
extreme] who have added senseless and unfounded 
stories contradicted by the Quran. God Almighty will 
establish for this moderate nation the path of clear 
truth on the earth - the very path brought by the 
Quran, the very way taught by the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad to his Companions, the very guidance 
which has been received from the beginning by the 
righteous saints of the Muslims. This shall happen, 
and most certainly take place. Let him who has ears 
listen. Blessed are they to whom the right path will 
be disclosed. 

At the end, I close with the prayer that may God 
Almighty be with everyone who undertakes the 
journey for this gathering held for a Divine purpose, 
may He grant them a great reward, have mercy on 
them, ease for them their difficulties and trials, 
relieve their worries and anxieties, deliver them from 
every hardship, open for them the avenues of their 
aspirations, raise them on the Day of Judgment with 
those upon whom He has had mercy, and be the 
custodian after them till their return. I 

* Editor's Note: Naturiyyat (from the word nature)
refers to the views of the rationalist Muslims in the
nineteenth century who held that God could not act in
contravention of the laws of nature. They thus
considered that spiritual phenomena, such as revelation
from God, Divine intervention, and acceptance of
prayers, could not take place outside the then known
laws of nature. Such experiences were interpreted by
them as being not so much objective realities as
perceptions of man's own mind.
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Islam-
the Universal Religion 

provides teachings to enable nations 
to live in harmony in the modern age 

by the Editor 

(Below is the text of my speech delivered at the Convention 
of the A.A.I.I.L. U.S.A. In Columbus, Ohio on 31st July this 
year.) 

A question is generally asked as to how the teachings 
of a religion given so many centuries ago can still 
apply in the world in which we live today. Several 
answers can be given to this question; for example, 
that human nature and its needs are the same today as 
they were centuries ago. When behavioural scientists 
analyse the behaviour of human beings in the modem 
environment, they explain it in tenns of what man 
did in the uncivilised state in the jungle. The 
competition and also the co-operation, the fight for 
survival, the urge to dominate others, etc. which 
characterised life then wo_rk. in the same way now. 
Therefore, if the principles of a religion which 
enabled man to do good and to give up evil and 
wrong-doing, were true and effective many centuries 
ago then they would be just as applicable today, 
provided that we can be sure of what they were 
originally. 

Islamic teachings give new light in every age. 
Another, more powerful, answer to this question 
provided by Islam, is that the teachings given 
centuries ago could be in such a fonn that they give 
us new light in every age, and display a new 
relevance and significance in a new age which could 
not have been fully understood previously. The Holy 
Quran says: 

.. And there is not a thing but with Us (that is, 
God) are the treasures of it, and We send it not 
down but in a known measure." ( 15:21) 

The knowledge contained in the Quran is also one of 
the things covered by this law, that it comes to man 
in a known measure, according to the requirements of 
the time. The revelation of the Quran as regards its 
words and text was completed, as we all know, near 
the end of the Holy Prophet Muhammad's life, but 
the attainment of its understanding is a continuing 
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process. The Quran records that the opponents of the 
Holy Prophet objected as to why the Quran was not 
revealed all at once to him. The reply given by God 
is: 

"So that We may strengthen thy heart 
thereby." (25:32) 

In other words, the continuity of the experience 
increased his faith. Similarly, the fact that the 
knowledge to be learnt from the Quran and its 
understanding were not finalised once and for all 
means that our faith too increases as we see new 
disclosures from the Quran in accordance with the 
needs of the time. 

Modern communications prophesied in Quran. 
So we pose the question: what is the chief charac
teristic and the main change which has taken place in 
our times, and what are the teachings of Islam which 
are showing a new relevance and a new significance 
to deal with the changed world. The most important 
change is that incredible developments in transport 
and communications, which are proceeding at an 
ever-increasing pace, have shrunk and brought 
together the whole world. This was, in fact, clearly 
prophesied in the Holy Quran in the words: 

.. And when people are brought together ( or 
united with one another)." (81:7) 

People are united by both travel, and by being able to 
communicate over long distances. To take an 
example, when billions of people watch the same 
event world-wide on television, they are united as 
one, single audience. Another feature of the same age 
is prophesied three verses later in the Quran. It says: 

"And when the books are spread." (81: 10) 

We see that books, journals, magazines etc. are 
circulated in mass numbers all over the world. 

And corresponding to these developments, Islam 
has given teachings whose full implications, signifi
cance and importance can only be realised now . 
These are the teachings which show it to be a 
universal religion: that is, a religion which recognises 
mankind to be one, treats all sections of mankind 
with equality and justice, and provides those 
principles which enable nations to live together. 

Such teachings of Islam may be divided into two 
categories: those relating to the spiritual side, or 
man's relation with God, and those relating to 
people's dealings with one another. 
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Universalist Concept of God in Islam. 
First. I take the spiritual teachings. The Holy Quran 
opens by describing God as "Lord of the worlds" and 
in its last chapter it refers to God as: "the Lord of 
mankind, the King of mankind, and the God of 
mankind". "Lord" really means one who fosters and 
makes you pass through all the stages of your natural 
development towards your point of perfection. So the 
concept of God presented by Islam is that of One 
Who has provided equally for the progress of 
different nations and peoples. He is not the god of a 
particular nation which can invoke his help in 
unjustly fighting and destroying another nation. No 
nation is an exclusive favourite, nor is a nation a 
rejected one, because of its racial origin, or the 
religion it professes, or its geographical location. or 
language etc. 

Just as the concept of God is that of a universal 
one, in the Quran the Holy Prophet Muhammad is 
referred to as having been sent as "a mercy to the 
nations", and the Quran itself is called "a reminder 
for the nations" (81 :27). So the Prophet and the 
scripture of Islam both came for the guidance of all 
the nations. and not just the nations in the area of the 
world where they appeared. Similarly, the centre of 
Islam at Makka is described as a house of God which 
provides "guidance for the nations" (3:96). 

It can be seen that the value of these broad 
concepts can be appreciated far more at the present 
time than in centuries past. At a time when nations 
are trying to find some common standards and 
common philosophy, we learn from the Quran that 
Islam is a faith which addresses the whole of 
humanity. 

Prophets sent to all nations. 
Islam also disclosed the truth that prophets and 
messengers of God had been sent to every people on 
earth, and revelation from God had been given to 
every nation. "Mankind is a single nation", are the 
exact words of the Quran, and it goes on to say: "So 
Allah raised prophets and revealed with them the 
book" (2:213). 

And it is obligatory on Muslims to believe in 
every prophet, whether mentioned by name in the 
Quran or not. Therefore Muslims consider every 
nation on earth to have been blessed with Divine 
light at some stage in its history, and they respect the 
founders of the various faiths of mankind. Again, this 
is a teaching whose value can be better understood 
today than some centuries ago. In those times when 
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nations lived separately and had much less connection 
with one another, it perhaps did not matter if each of 
them believed itself to be the exclusive recipient of 
revelation from God. but in present times such a 
belief is a bar to good-will and harmony between 
nations. So Islam has given a teaching suited to the 
present, changed circumstances. 

Fair rewards based on actions, not birthright. 
The final point I wish to make. as regards the 
teachings dealing with the spiritual aspect, is that 
merely holding some belief or calling yourself by 
some name. is no merit in the sight of God, but it is 
deeds which count The criterion of God•s judgment 
is given as follows in the Quran: 

"He who does any little bit of good will see it, 
and he who does any little bit of evil will see 
it" (99:7-8) 

In other words, a person will not be denied benefit 
for having done good just because of belonging to a 
race, nation. or religion which is not considered 
"favoured". Likewise, a person cannot escape 
responsibility for wrong-doing because of belonging 
to a so-called favoured nation or religion. 

. . . the name Islam itself expresses 
a principle . . .  the names of other 

religions express no principle. 

Again, the Quran quotes Jews and Christians as 
each claiming that only someone who is a Jew or a 
Christian will receive salvation. It rejects this as a 
baseless claim, but does not assert for its part that 
people called Muslims will be the ones receiving 
salvation. Instead, it presents a principle: "Nay, 
whoever submits himself entirely to Allah and does 
good to others" (2:112), these are the ones to receive 
reward from their Lord.

And just as the Quran has mentioned here the 
principle on which to act, rather than naming names. 
similarly the name / slam itself expresses a principle. 
that of submitting oneself to God rather than to one's 
lower self. The names of other religions such as 
Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, etc. 
express no principle. Each of these names only 
conveys that the religion in question originated from 
a particular teacher, or in a particular country, or 
among a particular people. 
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Relations with fellow-beings. 
Now I move to the second aspect, namely, teachings 
dealing with people's relations with one another. I 
will go through the relevant passages of the Quran. 

1. A general principle is laid down as follows:

"O mankind, surely We have created you from 
a male and a female, and made you into 
nations and families that you may know each 
other. Surely the noblest of you in the sight of 
Allah is the one who is the most dutiful." 
(49:13) 

Here all mankind is addressed, not just Muslims, and 
it is stated that the division of humanity into nations 
and races is to enable them to acquire knowledge 
through this diversity. And indeed those who study 
mankind, the different ways of different people of the 
world, find it quite fascinating. Then it is said that no 
nation is superior to another except on the basis of 
how conscientiously and carefully it discharges its 
human duties. 

2. The Quran requires one to treat another nation
with justice and kindness, unless that nation is guilty
of persecution and aggression:

"Allah does not forbid you regarding those 
who do not fight you on account of your 
religion, nor drive you forth from your homes, 
that you show them kindness and deal with 
them justly." (60:8) 

3. It even requires justice to be shown towards those
nations who may have wronged you, and whom you
therefore may naturally hate:

"O you who believe, be upright for Allah, 
bearers of witness with justice; and let not the 
hatred of a people incite you not to act 
equitably. Be just, that is nearer to observance 
of duty." (5:8) 

4. Blind and unquestioning patriotism is an evil most
responsible for hatred and bloodshed between nations.
A person supports and follows his nation in whatever
it does, regardless of whether it is right or wrong, just
or unjust. The Quran in this regard teaches us the
following principle:

"Co-operate with one another in works of 
righteousness and goodness, and do not help 
one another in wrong-doing and aggression." 
(5:2) 
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So you should judge whether your country is  in the 
right or in the wrong, support it only in right things, 
and not when it is in the wrong. If this was practised, 
wars and injustice would come to an end at once. 

There is another verse in the Quran: "Be not one 
pleading the cause of the dishonest" (4: 105). A 
Muslim stole something, and hid it at a Jew's house. 
Later the Muslim accused the Jew of the theft, and 
the Muslim was supported by the whole of his tribe. 
Having investigated the matter, the Holy Prophet 
found that the Jew was innocent. He cleared the Jew 
of the charge, not caring for the fact that the Jews 
were the opponents of Islam, or that his verdict might 
alienate a whole tribe of Muslims. This verse 
supported the Holy Prophet's stand that justice must 
be done scrupulously between one's own nation and 
another, even hostile, nation. In the modem world, 
nations can only live together peacefully if this 
principle is rigorously observed. 

S. Another important rule to be upheld is the
following:

"O you who believe, fulfil the obligations." 
(5:1)  

The "obligations" include all kinds of agreements, 
treaties, conventions, etc. that one has entered into. 
The Quran repeatedly lays stress on their observance, 
and it condemns those who break them: "those with 
whom you make an agreement, then they break their 
agreement every time" (8:56). All international 
dealings, whether political, economic, or otherwise, 
are based on agreements, and most disputes are for 
the reason that someone is failing to fulfil their side 
of the agreement to gain an unfair advantage. 

6. Islam permits war only for self-defence by saying:

"Permission to fight is given to those upon 
whom war is made, because they are opp
ressed." (22:39) 

"Fight in the way of Allah against those who 
fight you, but be not aggressive." (2: 190) 

The acceptance of peace is recommended if the 
enemy offers it: 

"If they incline to peace, you also should 
incline to it, and trust in Allah." (8:61) 

7. The Quran also forbids Muslims from abusing the
religious figures or gods worshipped by followers of
other religions. It also tells Muslims that when they
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argue with others over religion. it should be done in 
the "best manner''. without any malice or attempt to 
denigrate the other person•s faith. so that we win 
people•s hearts over. and not simply win an argu
ment. It says that Muslims. in presenting their 
religion to others, should give them "goodly exhorta
tion ... that is. give people advice that appeals to them
as being in their best interests. 

Universality of the message of the Mujaddid. 
In our age, it was essential that the universality of the 
teachings of Islam be shown in its full glory. and 
stress laid on these particular aspects. For this 
purpose. God raised Hazrat Mitza Ghulam Alunad. 
just at the time when the world was starting to come 
together as a result of the new means of transport and 
communications. and He illumined his mind with 
those characteristics of Islam which the world needs 
to follow today. Not only did he explain in full detail 
the points I have mentioned above. but he was also 
most concerned with the international mission of 
Islam. which is a call to all humanity to the truth. 

There have been other great Muslim leaders and 
thinkers who have reflected upon and thought about 
the collapsed position of •slam and the Muslims in 
the modem age, and proposed various solutions for 
revival. But their concern and scope of thought was 
limited to Muslims only. Many proposed that 
Muslims in various countries should acquire political 
power and set up states ruled by Islamic law as 
traditionally understood. Some advocated that 
Muslims world-wide should unite and form one 
country. Some others suggested that the way forward 
for Muslims was to follow the path of the scientific 
progress of the West, and develop their countries and 
societies along those lines. Another opinion, widely 
held. was that Muslims should return to Islam, 
although by this they seemed to mean Islam as it had 
come to be traditionally understood in the popular 
mind. But all these proposed solutions were con
cerned with Muslims only. 

It was Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Alunad only who 
viewed Islam as a faith which could rescue all 
humanity in modem times, and not just Muslims. So 
he put forward the universal aspects of Islam 
mentioned above. And further more, he created a 
movement whose work was to take these teachings of 
Islam to the wider world. What others could not 
conceive of. with all their worldly education and 
wisdom, was inspired to the mind of a man from God 
who never went to any college or university. I 
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Death of Jesus 

from Christian and Buddhist scriptures 
and the Holy Quran and Hadith 

by Fazeel Sahukhan, Canada 

(This is the speech delivered at the Convention of the 
A.A.1.1.L. U.S.A. in Columbus, Ohio, this year, by our young 
friend and dedicated worker from Vancouver who did a 
considerable amount of research and study in its pre
paration.) 

Probably the most misunderstood and misrepresented 
fact in religion and history has to be the death of 
Jesus. The cornerstone of the Christian Faith is based 
on the dogma that Jesus died on the cross for the sins 
of his followers. he was then resurrected. and finally 
ascended to heaven. Uptil this day many Muslims 
support another superstitious belief: that Jesus did not 
die on the cross but rather ascended bodily to heaven, 
where he is still alive now and will return one day to 
earth to convert the non-believers to the faith of 
Islam. Both these views distort the true story of 
Prophet Jesus. Proofs of the true story of Prophet 
Jesus's full life and death can be found in the 
Gospels, the Holy Quran. the Hadith, and even 
Buddhist scriptures. For hundreds of thousands of 
people have seen the tomb of Jesus at Srinagar, 
Kashmir (India), where he fulfilled his mission and 
died at the age of 120 years. Jesus was sent for the 
Lost Tribes of Israel - for him to die at the age of 
33 would be an insult, for he had not completed his 
mission. 

Evidences from the Gospels. 
I begin with the evidences from the Gospels. It must 
be first of all noted that if it were decided to kill a 
person when he was put on the cross. he was kept 
there without bread or water for 3 or more days when 
finally his bones were broken. No mortal could 
survive this torture, not even a prophet. But reading 
the Gospels carefully, one will find that Jesus had not 
suffered hunger or thirst for 3 days, did not remain 
on the cross for even 1 day. nor were his bones 
broken. Jesus had only remained on the cross for 2 
hours. Two hours on a cross can be considered 
torturous; but fatal, would be questionable. Almighty 
God had rescued Jesus from the standard rituals of 
crucifixion through heavenly circumstances. God had 
ordained that the crucifixion would take place in the 
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latter part of the day. which was a Friday. only a 
little time before sunset. the next day being the
Sabbath. the Feast Fasah of the Jews. According to 
Jewish custom it was unlawful to let anyone remain 
on the cross on the Sabbath day, or the night 
previous to it. One of the heavenly signs was a severe 
dust storm which darlcened the earth for 3 hours 
(Made 15:33). Now with Jesus and the two thieves on 
their crosses and the evening approaching the Jews 
were afraid that in this darkness the night of the 
Sabbath should overtake them and their law be 
broken. Therefore Jesus and the two thieves were 
taken down in all haste. In addition to this another 
heavenly sign was taking place. When Pilate presided 
at his court. his wife sent word not to have anything 
to do with that righteous person. She had asked not 
to punish him with death for she had a dream that 
troubled her very much that night (Mark 2: 19). The 
principle purpose of that dream was to lay down the 
foundation for the rescue of Prophet Jesus. With 
these heavenly signs one can be assured that God 
never intended Jesus to die on the cross but rather 
saved him from this embarrassing punishment. 

St. Mark records in Chapter IS. verses 42-44: 

"And now when the even was come, because 
it was the day before the Sabbath. Joseph of 
Arimathea. an honourable counsellor. who also 
waited for the kingdom of God, came and 
went in boldly to Pilate. and craved the body 
of Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if he were 
already dead ...

This proves that right at the time of the crucifixion 
there had been raised a doubt as to whether Jesus had 
in fact died; and this doubt by no other than a person 
who knew from experience how long it took a person 
to die on the cross. In John 19:33 we read: 

"But when they came to Jesus and saw that he 
was dead already they broke not his legs, but 
one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his 
side. and forthwith there came out blood and 
water ...

Jesus was in fact not dead but only in a death like 
swoon; that is the reason why there came out blood 
when his side was pierced. Blood, however. congeals
after death. Another most important fact is that the 
two thieves were taken down alive from their crosses. 
This is sufficient evidence for any intelligent person 
to ponder how it was that the two thieves remained 
alive on the cross and Jesus had died. By making it 
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only appear that Jesus had died the Jews were made 
to forget the whole matter and Jesus was saved. 

Among the testimonies of the Gospels. we learn
that Jesus after coming out of the tomb. was seen 
going on the route to Galilee. and ultimately meeting 
1 1  disciples. In Luke 24:39 we read: 

"Behold my hands and my feet. that it is 
myself; handle me and see, for a spirit bath not 
flesh and bones as ye see me have.•• 

In Luke 24:42.43 we read: 

"He took from them boiled fish and a piece of 
honeycomb and ate them in their presence .

..

These verses show conclusively that Jesus never went 
to heaven. rather coming out of the tomb he went to 
Galilee - like an ordinary man. in ordinary clothes, 
with a human body. If he had been resurrected after 
death how could it be that this body of spirit could 
still have borne the wounds inflicted upon him on the 
cross? What need did he have to eat? And if he 
required food then, he must still be in need of food 
even now! One observes that, on the one hand. it is
said that Jesus was made to live again and assume a 
spiritual body. that he met the disciples and went to 
Galilee and then ascended to heaven, he still 
nevertheless shows fear of the Jews. and in spite of 
his glorious body. he fled secretly from the country 
lest the Jews discover him; he made a journey of 
seventy miles to Galilee in order to save his life and 
repeatedly asked the people not to mention this to 
others. Are these the signs and ways of a Glorious 
Body? Nol In all fairness one must conclude that it 
was the same body with wounds on it which had 
been saved from death; and as there was still fear of 
the Jews, Jesus having all precautions. left the land. 

Another question one must ask is. whom was
Jesus afraid of in his glorious body? Who could 
crucify him now in his new reformed state? Did he 
not care to furnish his opponents with the slightest 
proof? On the contrary he showed signs of fear and 
fled to Galilee. If Jesus had really come to life after 
his death and assumed a glorious body, it was up to 
him to furnish proof of such life to the Jews. But 
Jesus did not do this; he fled to save his life - the 
same life which escaped death on the cross. It was 
also stated in the Holy Books that whoever was 
hanged on the wood was accursed. It is a cruel and 
unjust blasphemy to attribute a curse to the noble 
Jesus, for the curse is also a reference to the state of 
one•s heart. That is why Jesus cried all night on his 
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face with such humility and prayed to God to save 
him from this accursed death. Jesus had said: the 
Father who is in the heavens listens to me. Therefore, 
when his prayers addressed in such a state of distress 
was not heard, how can it be said that God listens to 
him. The Gospels show that Jesus was certain that his 
prayers had been accepted -he had great confidence 
in that prayer. That is why when he was put on the 
cross, he involuntarily cried: "Eli, Eli, lama sabach
thani,'' meaning: "My God, My God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?" Jesus had finnly believed that his 
prayers had been accepted, for he had taught his 
disciples on divine authority: "When you pray, the 
prayer will be accepted." Therefore, the rejection of 
Jesus's own prayer would have shattered the faith of 
the disciples. It was not possible to place before the 
disciples an example destructive of their faith. 
Therefore, Almighty God could not but have heard 
the prayer of his humble servant. 

Evidences from books of Buddhism. 

I now tum to the evidences from books of Buddhism. 
The great many similarities between the religions of 
Christianity and Buddhism are extraordinary and have 
baffled many people. The titles and events of Buddha 
are coincidently the same as that of Jesus. Jesus calls 
himself the Light in his teachings; so Gautama has 
been named Buddha, which in Sanskrit means Light. 
Jesus has been called Master, so has the Buddha been 
called Sasta or Master. Jesus has been called King 
and so has Buddha. Both have been described as "one 
who fulfils the object of his coming." The events in 
both Prophets' lives are also extremely similar. Just 
as Jesus was tempted by the devil with the riches and 
kingdoms of the world, provided he prostrated 
himself to the devil, so was the Buddha tempted 
when the devil said he would give him the pomp and 
splendour of kings if he abandoned the severity of his 
living and returned home. Just as Jesus did not obey 
the devil, neither did Buddha. Buddha had delivered 
an impressive sennon on a hill, just as Jesus did on 
the mount. Both these prophets also taught mostly in 
parables and both fasted for 40 days. 

When Jesus escaped death on the cross he fled 
from the land. Starting the journey from Jerusalem, 
Jesus passed through Nasibus, Iran and then reached 
Afghanistan where he met the Jews that had settled 
there. After Afghanistan, Jesus travelled to Kashmir 
where some Israelite tribes had also settled. During 
Jesus's travels in India in search of the lost tribes of 
Israel he also visited Tibet. There he met the 
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followers of Buddha who were affected so deeply by 
his teachings that they took him to be the manifes
tation of Buddha and their promised teacher. With 
faith in their new Master they mixed Jesus's teach
ings with their own records and ascribed it all to the 
Buddha. This is why we find the great similarities 
between the two religions. The Buddhist Gospels are 
truly re-told stories of Jesus and the attributes of 
Jesus were ascribed to Buddha. 

The Buddhist priests of that country were actually 
awaiting for the appearance of the Messiah Buddha. 
Buddhist records show that Gautama Buddha 
prophesied the advent of another Buddha named 
"Metteyya". This prophecy is contained in the 
Buddhist record Laggawati Sutatta. The prophecy 
reads: 

"He will be the leader of a band of disciples 
numbering hundreds of thousands, as I am now 
the leader of bands of disciples, numbering 
hundreds." 

In Max Muller's Sacred Books of the East, he says: 
the "th" of the English Alphabet becomes in Persian 
or Arabic like "s". Keeping this in mind one can 
easily understand that the word Messiah became 
Metteyya in the Pali language, which means that the 
prophecy of the future Buddha is in fact the Messiah. 
The Buddha in his prophecy named the future 
Buddha Bagwa Metteya because Bagwa in Sanskrit 
means "White", and Jesus being an inhabitant of 
Syrian territory, was fair of skin. Buddha had 
narrated to his followers two conclusive signs 
regarding the future Buddha: (1) that he would be 
Bagwa or of white skin, and (2) that he would be 
M etteyya or traveller, and that he would come from 
a foreign land. Therefore, the followers always 
looked out for these signs till they actually saw Jesus. 
It was also known that the sixth disciple of Buddha 
would be named "Yasa". This seems to be a short 
fonn of "Yasu", Jesus's name in Hebrew. As Jesus 
appeared five hundred years after the death of 
Buddha, it was the sixth century and he was called 
the sixth disciple. By noticing all these signs fulfilled 
by Jesus, they took him to be the Buddha. Since the 
events of Buddha's life were not recorded till the 
time of Jesus, Buddhist priests were able to ascribe 
whatever they pleased to the Buddha. When the 
stories of Jesus• s life and his moral teachings became 
known to them, they mixed these with many other 
things introduced by themselves and attributed them 
to the Buddha. 
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Testimonies from the Holy Quran. 
I now tum to the testimonies of the Holy Quran. I 
must first of all say that it is so sad to see so many 
Muslims believing the story of Prophet Jesus 
ascending to heaven in his physical body. still alive
till this day waiting for his second coming. There are 
numerous evidences in the Glorious Quran stating the 
fact that Jesus could not possibly be alive till this 
day. and not one single verse in the whole Quran
stating such a miraculous event as the second coming 
of Prophet Jesus and yet many Muslims still cling to 
this hideous fable. 

Our Holy Quran clarifies that all prophets were 
mortals and they all depended on food and drink to 
live: 

"Nor did We give them (prophets) bodies not 
eating food... (21 :8) 

If Jesus were still alive, he would be in need of food 
in the heavens till this day. The Quran also states: 

"And We granted abiding for ever to no mortal 
before you (Muhammad). If you die. will they
abide ... (21 :34) 

Here we are told that all -mortals are susceptible to 
change. To believe Jesus is in his physical body in 
the heavens for close to 2,000 years is ridiculous. The 
Holy Quran also infonns us that all prophets are 
dead. 

"And Muhammad is but a messenger -
messengers have already passed away before 
him. If then he dies or is killed. will you tum
back upon your heels?" (3 : 143) 

It is so clear that no prophet could be alive till this 
day. The Holy Quran also testifies that all those who 
were taken to be gods besides Allah were dead. 

"And those whom they call on besides Allah 
created nothing, while they are themselves 
created. Dead (are they), not living. And they 
know not when they will be raised ... 
(16:20-21) 

Prophet Jesus, who is taken to be a God by Chris
tians. is clearly referred to as dead. We are also told
in the Holy Quran of Jesus's statement on the Day of 
Judgement 

"And when Allah will say: 0 Jesus, son of 
Mary, didst thou say to men, Take me and my 
mother for two gods besides Allah? He will 
say: Glory be to Theel It was not for me to 
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say what I had no right to say. I f  I had said it, 
Thou wouldst indeed have known it. Thou 
knowest what is in my mind, and I know not 
what is in Thy mind. Surely Thou art the great 
Knower of the unseen. I said to them naught 
save as Thou didst command me: Serve Allah.
my Lord and your Lord; and I was a witness 
of them so long as I was among them, but 
when Thou didst cause me to die, Thou wast 
the Watcher over them. And Thou art witness 
of all things ... (5: 1 16, 1 17) 

This verse shows that Jesus will say that so long as 
he was among his followers he guided their beliefs; 
but when he had died, then their beliefs became 
corrupt To believe that Jesus is alive in heaven. you
have to go against the Quran and believe that the 
Christian beliefs have not yet been corrupted and are 
the true teachings of Jesus. There is also a specific 
mention of Jesus's death in the Holy Quran. Chapter 
3 verse 54 reads thus: 

"O Jesus, I will cause thee to die. and exalt
thee in my presence, and clear you of those 
who disbelieve. and make those who follow
thee above those who disbelieve till the day of 
Judgement. .. 

Here we are told that Allah would cause Jesus to die 
a natural death - and that he would be exalted in 
Allah's presence - and not be crucified, which the 
Jews sought to do to prove him accursed, but rather 
he would receive divine nearness. 

Among other testimonies of the Holy Quran, we 
read Jesus as saying: 

"He (Allah) has enjoined on me prayer and 
poor rate so long as I live ... (19:3 1) 

Supposing Jesus has all the facilities for prayer and 
ablution in heaven, there still arises the question, to 
whom is he offering poor-rate. which was made
essential for him as long as he lived. 

We are also told in the Holy Quran of one of 
Prophet Muhammad•s very important lessons. When 
challenged by the deniers of his mission he was 
asked to prove his prophethood by ascending to 
heaven; he simply replied: 

" I  am but a mortal sent as a Messenger." 
(17:93) 

Everyone can now see by the Holy Prophet's lesson 
that Jesus - as a mortal and a messenger - could 
not possibly have ascended up to the heavens. 
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Evidences from Hadith. 

According to reliable Hadith also, Jesus had died. In
the last illness of the Holy Prophet, during which he 
died, he addressed his followers in the mosque, 
saying: 

"O peoplet Did any prophet live on so that I 
should be expected to live on amongst you?" 
(Al-Nawar al-Muhammadiyya min al-Muwahib 
lil-Dinniyya, Egypt, p. 428.) 

This verse shows clearly that Holy Prophet 
Muhammad could not have uttered these words 
unless Jesus was dead by that time. 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad 
said: Do you not know that Our 
Lord lives for ever while Jesus 

perished? 

Another Hadith report concludes the same fact of 
Jesus's death, but as well states the age at which he 
died: 

"Aishah (God be pleased with her) said that, in 
his illness in which he died, the Holy Prophet 
said: 'Every year Gabriel used to repeat the 
Quran with me once, but this year he has done 
it twice. He has informed me that there is no 
prophet but he lives half as long as the one 
who preceded him. And he has told me that 
Jesus has lived a hundred and twenty years, 
and I see that I am about to leave this world at 
sixty'." (Hajaj al-Kiramah, p. 428.) 

Among the testimonies of the Hadith, we find the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad's discussion with a 
Christian delegation: 

"When a delegation of sixty men from the 
(Christian) people of Najran came to the Holy 
Prophet, their chief priest discussed with him 
the status of Jesus and asked him as to who 
Jesus's father was. The Holy Prophet said: 'Do 
you not know that a son resembles his father?' 
They replied: 'Yes.' He said: 'Do you not 
know that our Lord lives for ever while Jesus 
perished'." (Asbab an-nuzul by Imam 
Abu-I-Hasan Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahide of 
Neshapur, published in Egypt, p.53.) 

Who can now dispute this clear testimony from the 
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blessed tongue of the Holy Prophet that Jesus had 
died? 

These evidences from the Gospels, Buddhist 
scriptures, the Holy Quran and Hadith, are all from 
the works of one Hazrat Mirza Ohulam Ahmad -
the 14th century Mujaddid, the Promised Messiah, the 
Mahdi as well as the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement in Islam. Through Hazrat Mirza Sahib's 
works and teachings, we today are informed of what 
History had almost lost These evidences are in fact 
the fulfillment of Prophet Muhammad's prophecy that 
the Promised Messiah would break the cross and kill 
the swine. The cross is the Holy symbol of Chris
tianity and by proving that Jesus did not die on the 
cross would be to actually break the back-bone of 
Christian Faith. Killing the swine refers to the 
shedding of light upon the ignorant, misleading, false 
doctrines about Jesus which had darkened the world. 
Such false propaganda could only be referred to as an 
animal the like of a swine. 

Many reliable hadith do in fact refer to the second 
coming of Jesus, son of Mary. But as we have proved 
Jesus' s death, the second Messiah would be a person 
among the Muslims who would appear in the likeness 
of Jesus. In his Miraj, the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
had seen the Messiah along with Moses, Abraham 
and other prophets. He described Jesus as thus: 

"I saw Jesus. He was a man of reddish 
complexion." (Bukhari, Kitab al-anbiya, 
eh. 24) 

And as well another description: 

"I saw Jesus, Moses, and Abraham. Jesus had 
a reddish complexion, curly hair and a wide 
chest." (Bukhari, Kitab al-anbiya, eh. 48) 

In Bukhari, another reliable hadith has been recorded 
in which the Holy Prophet relates a dream of his 
about the future: 

"In a state of sleep I saw myself circumambu
lating the Ka'ba, and I saw a man of wheatish 
complexion and straight hair. I asked who it 
was. They said: This is the Messiah, son of 
Mary." (Bukhari, Kitab al-Fitn, eh. 27) 

Thus, where Jesus is mentioned along with Abraham 
and Moses, he is described as of reddish complexion 
with curly hair; but when Jesus is seen in a dream of 
the future he is said to have wheatish complexion 
with straight hair. Evidently, the descriptions of the 
past and future Messiahs do not apply to the same 
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person. The Past and Future Messiahs could not be of 
the same description for they have two different 
physical bodies, but the future Messiah would appear 
in the likeness of the past Messiah. This is also made 
clear by three sayings of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, which confirm that the future Messiah 
would be a Muslim from among his community and 
not an Israelite Prophet. Firstly: 

·"The knowledgeable ones of my community
are like the prophets of the Israelites."

Secondly: 

.. Certainly he (the Messiah to come) is my 
Khalifah after me in my community." 

And finally: "He shall be your Imam from among 
yourselves." 

My dear brothers and sisters, the evidences are 
innumerable and irrefutable. We must remember that 
along with Hazrat Mirza Sahib was the Almighty 
Allah guiding him - there is no doubt that these 
truths will prevail. 

Just as there was a conspiracy to kill Prophet 
Jesus, there was a conspiracy to murder Moses and a 
secret consultation to murder our Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. But the All-Powerful Allah saved both 
these prophets from evil designs. How could it be 
that Jesus was not saved when he had prayed more 
vehemently than either! 

I conclude this speech by saying that for any 
seeker-after-truth these evidences should speak for 
themselves. It is a fact that Jesus did not die on the 
cross, for his body as well as his mother Mary's were 
buried in Kashmir. The Holy Quran confirms this in 
eh. 23 verse 50: "We gave them refuge on a lofty 
ground having meadows and springs", a description 
that fits Kashmir perfectly. I leave you with two 
verses of the Holy Quran that should rest deep within 
every living soul: 

'"Those who conceal the clear proofs and the 
guidance that We revealed after We have made 
it clear in the Book for men, these it is whom 
Allah curses, and those who curse, curse them 
too." (2: 159) 

And finally: 

"And be not like those who became divided 
and disagreed after clear arguments had come 
to them. And for them is a grievous chastise
ment." (3:104) I 
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Gems from the Quran - 7 

Al-Qalam: The Pen 

by Mr. Mirza A.R. Baig, Texas 

J .  Consider the ink-stand and the pen and what 
they write. 

2. By the grace of your Lord, you are not mad. 
3. And most surely you should have a reward,

never to be cut off. 
4. And most surely, you conform to sublime

morality. 
5. So you should see and they too shall see.
6. Which of you is afflicted with madness?

7. Surely your Lord best knows him who errs from
His way and He knows best the followers of the

right course. 
(The Quran, eh. 68.) 

According to Hazrat Ibn Abbas, the companion of the 
Holy Prophet and great commentator on the Holy 
Quran, the order of revelation of the suras was: 
(1) lqra, (2) Al-qalam, (3) Muzammil, (4) Muddasir,
and so on.

When God Almighty decided to select the Last 
Prophet from among the Ishmaelites, instead of the 
Israelites as hitherto since Moses, He chose Hazrat 
Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, the noblest from among the top Quraish 
families of Makka. By virtue of his piety and honest 
dealings he was already known as Al-Amin! 

However, when the contents and meaning of the 
two suras was made known to friend and foe in 
Malcka, the reception and reaction by the most 
backward and idol-worshipping nation in the world 
was far from favourable - when one of them was 
raised to prophethood and was now telling what was 
right and what was wrong! 

They asked him not to interfere in their way of 
life and worship, and he could be given any top 
position in their society, have the most beautiful 
woman as wife, and even be given his weight in 
gold, but they must be allowed to continue to 
worship their idols as hitherto. He said, "Never! not 
even if you place the moon on my one hand and the 
sun on the other . ., Thereupon they reviled him and
called him majnun (mad), and let loose all manner of 
cruelties on the Muslims, starving and whipping 
them. 
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Ultimately. under Divine guidance. they left their
worldly belongings and secretively migrated to 
Madina. LasUy. the Holy Prophet was also advised to
leave. He left in the company of Hazrat Abu Baler. 
and was saved by a miracle from the hands of the 
Makltans who had decided to put him to death. 

This sura points out the basic importance of the 
Pen - in the advancement of human knowledge and 
nearness to Divine guidance from above - which is 
likened to the descent of rain from the heavens for 
the food and fodder of the living beings on earth. So.
the nearer you are to Allah the better for your 
character development and well-being. 

After the revelation of this sura, the Holy Prophet 
used to make his companions to immediately write 
down word for word each revelation. and those who 
could not write were made to memorise them. By 
virtue of this tradition: (a) the Holy Quran today is 
totally intact. and word for word the same as it was
originally. and (b) you have thousands of people in
the world today who can recite the entire Quran from 
memory (hu/fiiz-i Quran). 

As a result of the drive to improve themselves 
educationally and militarily for self-defence, the 
world witnessed a complete transfonnation of a 
people. They defeated the Quraish leadership of 
Makita on the battlefield in several engagements and 
finally entered Makita as conquerors. The first action 
was to destroy all the idols in the House of God that 
Abraham had rebuilt. and all the Makltans totally
forgiven their lapses. 

Within a span of 30 years or so after the Holy 
Prophet's death. they defeated the Iranian and Roman
hordes. which were the most powerful in the world.
converted the whole of Arabia to Islam. conquered
Egypt, the whole of North Africa. culminating in
conquering Spain across the sea. However, real 
impetus was given to the PEN, after peace was 
restored. by the Islamic rulers of Spain. when they set
up a University in Southern Spain at Saville. They 
got together the luminaries from the East and West to 
impart instruction in the art of healing the sick. 
surgery. the basic sciences and fine arts. The honour
for laying the foundation for education and the 
pursuit of knowledge goes to the Holy Prophet who 
used to say: "Go to China if you have to. for
acquiring knowledge." He was indeed the one who 
set the wheels of modem education in motion in the 
whole world. some 1400 years ago. 

The art of writing. historically. however, goes 
back to seven fully developed syllabic systems in the 
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Orient briefly as under: 

1 .  Southern Mesopotamia (Iraq): 3100 e.c. 

2. Southern Persia (Iran): 3000 B.c.

3. Egyptian: 3000 B.C. to A.O. 400.

4. lndus Valley: 2200 B.C.

5. Greece: 2000 e.c. to 1200 e.c.

6. Maya: 2000 B.C.

7. Anatolia and Syria: 1500 e.c.

8. China: 1300 B.C.

* * * * * 

Book Review 

by the Editor 

(I am grateful to Col. Mahmud Shaukat, Imam at the London 
Centre of the A.A.I.I.L., for forwarding me his observations 
on this book which I have incorporated in my review below.) 

Title: Hum Kaun Hain? Mumin ya kaftr. 
Author: Hafiz Muhammad Sarwar Quraishi. 
Publication: London, August 1992. 
Pages: 332. Price: £ 3 or Rs. 100. 

This is an Urdu book, kindly sent to us for review by 
the author. who has written several books on Islam. 
The full tiUe of this book means: Who are we? 
Sincere believers and Muslims - or plainly kajirs, 
mushriks and hypocrites. The theme of the book is 
that the Muslims today hold the belief that they will 
receive salvation and forgiveness from God, no 
matter how many or how grievous sins they commit, 
merely for the reason that they lay claim to be 
Muslims. while the non-believers will be punished.
Like Jews and Christians, says the author, the 
Muslims too started considering themselves a special 
favourite of God who would be forgiven their sins 
just for being members of a particular community. 

The book argues that in practical tenns it is 
Muslims in whom the signs of unbelief (kufr), 
worship of others than Allah (shirk), and hypocrisy 
(munaftqat) are to be found. A question raised by the 
author, to which all Muslims must give serious 
thought, is that as the Quran promises triumph and 
superiority for the believers and disgrace for their 
opponents, then how can the present-day adherents of 
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Islam be real Muslims when they are the ones 
suffering humiliation at the hands of non-believers in 
every field of life? 

The religious leaders of the Muslims, the book 
explains, have not well served the masses. They have 
misrepresented various verses of the Quran and 
certain Sayings of the Holy Prophet to support the 
enoneous belief that those claiming to be Muslims 
will be forgiven the worst sins. They have also 
confined the meaning of shirk as only the worship of 
some object or being besides the true God, whereas 
there are many practices widespread among the 
Muslims, such as the veneration of saints and pirs, 
which are undoubtedly shirk. 

At one point, the author writes: 

"Besides the false beliefs mentioned above, the 
most serious and misguided belief which has 
led to the destruction of the Muslims is the 
gulf and discrepancy between faith and deeds. 
And that is the view that when a person has 
expressed the kalima of the unity of God and 
the prophethood of the Holy Prophet, he 
becomes a full-fledged believer and Muslim. 
However evil may be his works and deeds, it 
does not affect his faith. This false belief has 
wrought such utter destruction upon the 
Muslim community that no other nation today 
faces such humiliation and disgrace. And we 
lament, and lament a thousand times, that the 
great majority of the religious leaders have no 
realisation of this problem because, on the one 
hand, they preach this false belief themselves, 
and on the other they need their livelihood." 
(pp. 87, 88) 

The author depicts the general moral and spiritual 
condition of the Muslims, how they have neglected 
the teachings of Islam, and are not putting into 
practice their articles of belief and faith. They just 
profess these verbally and religion to them is lip
service. He calls all such people as hypocrites and 
recommends that they should be ostracised and 
expelled from the Muslim society. People who want 
to follow Islam should, in addition to their belief, act 
righteously, shun evil, and submit to the commands 
of Allah. We strongly agree that Muslims should 
ponder over the very important points made by the 
author. However, in his indignation and fury at the 
corruption of the Muslims, he has given rather 
extreme judgments on one or two questions. on which 
we respectfully disagree with him. 
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It is believed that, in the life after death, Muslim 
sinners, however grievous their misdeeds, will after 
a time emerge out of hell. (According to the 
Ahmadiyya Movement, this applies to every human 
being, not just Muslims.) The author rejects this 
belief, as in his opinion this encourages Muslims ·to 
take a light view of their sins, and over a course of 
several pages (pp. 50-86) he quotes many verses of 
the Quran to argue that sinners shall suffer in hell for 
eternity. One has, however, to look at the basic 
principles first The punishment of evil, according to 
the clear teachings of the Holy Quran, is in its 
severity akin to the magnitude of the evil itself (see 
10:27 and 42:40). As the evil committed by any 
sinner during his or her entire life can only be a 
limited amount, because the span of life is only 
fmite, its punishment cannot be ever-lasting. 
Moreover, hell and its pains are meant to purge the 
soul of the evil which the sinner accumulated upon it 
by his own misdeeds. Once that process has been 
completed, the function of hell comes to an end. 

In connection with the issue of the eternity of hell, 
the author recounts a meeting with Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad in 1946, at which the Maulana asked 
him whether he would not draw a distinction between 
the kufr of Abu Talib and the kufr of Abu Lahab'? 
How can their punishments be the same? The author 
says that he replied that the difference is in the 
severity of the punishment, not in its duration; both 
shall receive eternal punishment, but for the former 
it shall be light and for the latter it shall be very 
heavy. But we cannot understand how it can be fair 
and just that a protector of the Holy Prophet, who 
almost embraced Islam, and an inveterate enemy of 
the Holy Prophet who strove day and night to destroy 
Islam, can be consigned by Allah to share the same 
abode of damnation for ever and ever. 

To conclude, the book under review is most 
worthwhile studying, and one from which Muslims 
can learn to evaluate themselves according to the 
high standards laid down by the Holy Quran and the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. The author has quoted the 
Holy Quran extensively in support of his stand-point, 
and this is certainly the approach all Islamic writers 
should follow in presenting their views. Perhaps if 
the author was a little less condemnatory, and more 
restrained in applying the labels kafir and munafiq, he 
may attain greater success in his noble objective of 
making Muslims aware of their shortcomings. I 

* * * * *
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Calling Muslims as kafirs 

Refutation of a repugnant belief 

by Maulana Muhammad All 

(In 1918 Maulana Muhammad Ali wrote an English book 
entitled 7he Ahmadiyya Movement - IV: The Split� fully 
discussing how Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad had 
coined entirely wrong and dangerous beliefs, which were 
totally repugnant to the teachings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement. Mirza 
Mahm�d's followers are now led by Mirza Tahir Ahmad, 
based at present in England. We give below extracts from 
near the close of this excellent work by the Mau/ana.) 

The full force of the new doctrines taught by M. 
Mahmud would be felt by a Muslim in the strange 
announcement according to which all Muslims except 
the Ahmadis are really non-Muslims. So strange and 
paradoxical does the announcement - the Muslims 
being non-Muslims - appear that hardly any body 
would believe that a sane person could make this 
statement. but this is the actual consequence of the 
new doctrine taught by M. Mahmud relating to the 
prophethood of the Promised Messiah. Nor are we 
left to draw that inference on our own account, for 
the doctrine that all those who have not entered into 
the bai'at of the Promised Messiah are outside the 
circle of Islam, i.e., non-Muslims, h� been openly 
and incessantly preached by M. Mahmud for a 
number of years, and so persistent is he that he 
openly declared in a meeting of his friends convened 
in December 19 13 that he would rather die than 
forsake the preaching of the doctrine which taught 
that all those who were not Ahmadis were kafirs pure 
and simple, absolute unbelievers outside the circle of 
Islam, with whom all relations such as saying their 
funeral prayers, intermarriages, etc., were to be 
shunned in the same manner as in the case of non
Muslims. In other words, the duties which a Muslim 
owes to a Muslim according to the plain teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the reports of the Holy Prophet, 
an Ahmadi Muslim does not owe to his Muslim 
brother. 

Here then a dissension has been created in Islam, 
the like of which has not been experienced by this 
religion of unity - of the unity of God and the unity 
of humanity - during the thirteen hundred years 
since its birth. And were it not for this grave 
consequence of the doctrine of the prophethood of the 
Promised Messiah, that doctrine would have passed 
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off as an innocent heresy which might have been left 
alone to die a natural death. But the serious dissen
sion to which it gives rise requires every true Muslim 
- and every Ahmadi must be a true Muslim - to
raise his voice against this mighty insult to the holy
religion of Islam. It not only divides the camp of
Islam into two, which in principles has remained
completely united for the last thirteen hundred years,
but lays the basis of further divisions, which, if they
should find their way into Islam, must result in the
shattering of its unity to pieces.

It is necessary to explain first. in a few words, 
what has been said above. M. Mahmud's argument 
for declaring the Muslims to be infidels is that as a 
new prophet has appeared in the world, therefore 
those who do not believe in that prophet are 
unbelievers, for it is only belief in the latest prophet 
that can bring a man within the category of Islam. 
Therefore, while the appearance of the Promised 
Messiah as a prophet divides the camp of Islam into 
two parties, each thinking the other to be outside the 
pale of Islam, the appearance of the thousands of 
prophets which M. Mahmud believes must yet appear 
would hopelessly divide Islam into thousands of 
camps, each thinking the other to be non-Muslim. 
And just as the millions of Muslims who are even 
ignorant of the name of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the 
new prophet of the age according to the doctrine of 
M. Mahmud, have become kafirs simply because a
prophet has appeared in India, even the Ahmadi
followers of M. Mahmud are not safe from being
turned into kafirs because a prophet might appear in
Africa of whom they know nothing, just as their
African brethren know nothing of the Promised
Messiah. Indeed so hideous is this doctrine that it is
an insult to the sane reader to offer a rejection of it,
but as M. Mahmud tries to attribute it to the
Promised Messiah, I deem it my duty to show that
that great reformer of the age never thought of
preaching this hideous untruth for a moment. He is
absolutely clear of the charge.

Promised Messiah never called Muslims as kaf,r. 
Because the Promised Messiah is a prophet, we are 
told, therefore all those who have not entered into his 
bai'at are kafirs. M. Mahmud may be right or wrong, 
but the question I ask is, did the Promised Messiah 
even once say or write those words? Do the thou
sands of the pages of his diaries and writings but 
once contain the statement that he being a prophet 
those who did not enter into his bai'at were kafirs? 



1 6  THE LIGHT 

If he never made that claim even once, is it not a 
hateful guilt to attribute that doctrine to him? 
Hundreds of times did he speak and write on 
questions of Kufr and Islam, but not once did those 
words escape his tongue or pen. How cruel, then, to 
declare to the world that he was responsible for 
teaching a doctrine which he never dreamt of. 

Opponents called Promised Messiah as kajir. 
How did then the question of kufr arise in connection 
with the Promised Messiah at all? When he first 
claimed to be the Promised Messiah, the Maulvis 
exerted themselves to their utmost in pronouncing 
him a kafir because his claim clashed with their 
cherished doctrines which were really opposed to the 
Holy Quran and the sayings of the Holy Prophet. In 
their fatwas, however, they were not content with 
declaring him a kafir but advised the Muslims to cut 
off all their connections with him, just as M. 
Mahmud is doing today with respect to those who do 
not follow the Promised Messiah. The Promised 
Messiah gave no answer to these fatwas except that 
he went on assuring the public that the charges on 
which he was declared a kafir were absolutely false, 
that he did not claim to be a prophet, nor did he deny 
the existence of angels or miracles and so on. 

But these assurances had no effect, and it became 
clear that the Maulvis intentionally persisted in 
declaring a Muslim to be kafir, notwithstanding that 
he repeatedly explained that he did not swerve a 
hair's breadth from the principles of Islam. Now 
there is a saying of the Holy Prophet according to 
which if any one calls his Muslim brother a kaflr, the 
kufr reverts to himself. It was about four years after 
his claim to Promised Messiahship that an opponent 
asked him to have a mubahala with him (i.e., praying 
for the destruction of the party in error). The 
Promised Messiah 's reply was that though his 
opponent might call him a kafir, yet as he looked 
upon his opponent as a Muslim, he could not pray for 
his destruction. 

But when at last it became manifest that the oppo
nents quite unjustly persisted in calling him a kaflr, 
the Promised Messiah wrote that after that he was 
entitled to treat those opponents as kafir who declared 
him to be a kaflr or imposter, in accordance with the 
saying of the Holy Prophet. This is all that the 
Promised Messiah has ever said, viz., that kufr 
reverted to those who declared him to be a kaflr or 
imposter and to this he stuck to the last, never going 
against this principle. 
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It is not necessary for me to explain why the 
saying of the Holy Prophet makes kufr revert to him 
who declares a Muslim to be a kaflr. The Holy 
Prophet had laid the basis of a great brotherhood and 
he did not like that such dissensions should exist in 
this brotherhood as should destroy the unity of Islam. 
Hence it was necessary to have a safeguard against 
the creation of such dissensions. But the only 
safeguard could be the infliction of some punishment 
on the person who should dare to violate the unity of 
the Muslim brotherhood. Thus a person who called a 
Muslim brother a kafir did not deseive to be called a 
member of the brotherhood and hence the words of 
the Holy Prophet that kufr reverted to him who called 
his brother Muslim a kafir. 

Expressed same belief days before his death. 
That the Promised Messiah went no further than this 
is evident from his latest pronouncement. He was at 
Lahore in May 1908 when about two weeks before 
his death Mian Fazl-i-Husain, Bar-at-Law, put to him 
the question whether he called the Muslims kafir. The 
conversation is thus recorded in the Badr newspaper 
dated 24th May 1908: 

"Mr. Fazl-i-Husain said that if all non
Ahmadis were called kafir, there remained 
nothing in Islam. 

"(The Promised Messiah) said: 'We do not 
declare anyone to be outside Islam unless he 
himself becomes a kafir by calling us kafirs. It 
is not perhaps known to you that when I first 
claimed to have been appointed by God, 
Maulvi Abu Said Muhammad Husain of Batala 
prepared a fatwa with great effort in which it 
was written that I was a kafir, etc . . . .  Now it is 
accepted on all hands that anyone who calls a 
believer a kafir himself becomes a kafir." 

Further on, it is again affirmed in clear words: 

"He who does not call us a kafir, we do not 
call him a kafir at all." 

It would be seen from this that the Promised 
Messiah never declared a single Muslim to be a kafir. 
Further proof of this is met with in Haqfqat-ul-Wahy 
where we find him thus accusing his opponents for 
bringing false charges against him, one of which is 
that they charged him with declaring the Muslims 
kafirs: 

"Again consider this falsehood that they bring 
this charge against us that we have declared 
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two hundred million Muslims to be kafirs .... 
Can any Maulvi or any opponent or any 
sajjtJda nashin give proof that we first declared 
these people to be kafirs. If any leaflet or 
manifesto or pamphlet was published by us 
before their fatwa of kiifr in which we declared 
our Muslim opponents to be kafir, they should 
bring it forward; otherwise they should think 
how dishonest it is that they themselves call us 
kafir and then charge us with having declared 
all the Muslims to be kafirs. How offending is 
this great dishonesty and lie and false charge." 
(p. 120) 

Promised Messiah 's declaration in court.

The plainest statement regarding this is, however, 
contained in Tiryiiq-ul-Qullib which was published in 
1902. The incident arose out of a case in which both 
Maulvi Muhammad Husain of Batala and the 
Promised Messiah signed an agreement, the former 
undertaking not to call the Promised Messiah a kafir 
or liar in future, and the latter giving the same 
undertaking with regard to Maulvi Muhammad 
Husain. Reference to this is contained in TirytJq-ul
Qulab on p. 130 in the following words: 

"The third aspect of the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of 21st November 1898 is this that 
Mr. J. M. Douie, late Deputy Commissioner 
and District Magistrate, Gurdaspur district, in 
his order dated 24th February 1899 made 
Maulvi Muhammad Husain sign the agreement 
that he would not call me anti-Christ and kafir 
and liar in future . . . .  And he promised standing 
in the court that he would not call me a kafir 
in any assembly, nor give me the name of anti
Christ, nor would he proclaim me a liar among 
the people. Now consider after this agreement 
the fate of his fatwa (of kufr) which he had 
prepared by (travelling all over the country) 
going so far as Benares. If he had been in the 
right in giving that fatwa, he ought to have 
given this answer before the Magistrate that as 
he (the Mirza Sahib) was a kafir in his 
opinion, therefore he called him a kaflr, and as 
he was a dajjiil (anti-Christ), therefore he 
called him a dajjiil, and as he was certainly a 
liar, therefore he called him a liar, particularly 
when I, by the grace of God, still adhere to 
those very beliefs, and shall do so to the end 
of my days, which Muhammad Husain gave 
out to be words of kufr. What honesty is this 
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then that from fear of the Magistrate he 
destroyed his own fatwas.... It is true that I 
have also signed that notice, but by signing it 
I am under no blame in the sight of God and 
the just, nor is this signature a cause of my 
disgrace, for it is my belief from the beginning 
that no one can become a kafir or dajjiil on 
account of denying my claims; aye, he would 
be going astray and erring from the right 
path." 

This is plain enough. Not only he never said that 
as he was a prophet therefore those who denied him 
were kafirs, but he held from the beginning that no 
one could be a kaflr on account of denying his 
claims. A footnote is added which lays further stress 
upon this point: 

"It is a point worth remembering that to call a 
denier of one's claims a kafir is the right of 
those prophets who bring a law and new 
commandments from God, but as for the 
inspired ones and Muhaddasin other than the 
givers of law, however great their dignity in 
the sight of God, and however much they may 
have been honoured by being spoken to by 
God, no one becomes a kaflr by their denial." 

Such a clear statement from the pen of the Promised 
Messiah should have set all doubts at rest; for to hold 
that the Promised Messiah, when he published these 
views, did not really entertain them is to hold him in 
meaner estimation than even Maulvi Muhammad 
Husain. If it was disgraceful on the part of the latter 
to sign an agreement contrary to his belief for fear of 
punishment. it was much more disgraceful on the part 
of the Promised Messiah to assure people that he did 
not look upon his deniers as kafirs while he actually 
did so. Would this not be declared as the meanest 
attempt to deceive the public? I do not think any one 
who calls himself an Ahmadi would take that view of 
the character of the Promised Messiah. 

His practice towards friendly Muslims. 

Even if the Promised Messiah had not left these plain 
statements in his writings, his practical life was a 
sufficient guarantee that he did not look upon a mere 
denial of his claims as kufr, nor did he regard those 
who had not entered into his bai'at as kafirs. Khwaja 
Ghulam Farid of Chachran, the spiritual leader of the 
Nawab of Bahawalpur, held the Promised Messiah in 
great honour, though he never entered into his bai'at. 

Continued on page 19 . . .
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Parliament of World's Religions, Chicago 

participation by Ahmadiyya Anjuman Lahore (U.S.A.) 

The meeting of the Parliament of the world's Religions 
convened in Chicago from August 28th to September 5th 
1993. The first Parliament had met in Chicago in 1893 a 
hundred years ago. 

The council which has representatives of many faiths met 
with the objective of promoting harmony among the various 
religions, of emphasizing the common goodness underlying 
all religions and of exploring ways to renew the role of 
religion in relation to personal spiritual growth and to the 
challenges and critical issues facing the global community. 

This was accomplished through displays of literature, 
workshops, seminars and lectures. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat Islam Lahore U.S.A. 
participated by opening a booth displaying the literature of 
the movement. Mrs. Samina Sahukhan, Fazeel Sahukhan, 
Dr. Muhammad Ahmad and Dr. Noman Malik manned the 
booth for the ten days of the convention. 

Our Books were attractively displayed and attracted a 
large number of people. Over 3000 booklets of Islam the 
Religion of Humanity, the Prophet of Islam, Islam and 
Christianity, Qadianiyat vs Ahmadiyyat, Introduction to the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement, No Claim to Prophethood 
and Ahmadiyyat the Citadel of Islam were handed out. 
Ahmadiyyat in the Service of Islam and the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement were also distributed free of charge. 
The people were favorably impressed by the enlightened and 
rational exposition of Islam in these booklets. 

Lively but amicable discussions were held about spiritu-

ality in Religion. The concept oflslam as the common basis 
to all Religions in a pure and complete form was emphasized. 
Hazrat Mirza Sahib's booklet, The Message of Peace, was 
presented as a model for interfaith toleration and respect. 
Many of the Sikh visitors were impressed by the fact that Sat 
Bachan had been written by Hazrat Mirza Sahib in Guru 
Nanak's defence and that he considered Guru Nanak as a 
great man of God (Waliullah). They were especially inter
ested in Hazrat Mirza Sahib's claim of being the Mahdi Mir 
prophesized by Guru Nanak and requested copies of Sat 
Bachan. The relevant pages from the .Sat Bachan were 
translated into English by Dr. Muhammad Ahmad. 

Hazrat Mirza Sahib's mission and his services to Islam 
were explained to Muslims visiting the booth. Literature 
detailing the correct position of Hazrat Mirza Sahib as a 
mujaddid and promised messiah, the aims and objectives of 
our jamaat and the differences between us and the Quadiani 
Ahmades were given out. Members of Sufi muslim organi
zations were especially attracted by the views of our move
ment. 

Samina Sahukhan had a long interview with the Religious 
editor of Publishers Weekly. Samina told her about our 
movement and our publication activities in the United States. 
The editor said that she would write about our movement and 
review our books in forthcoming issues of the magazine. 

The conference provided a unique opportunity on a na
tional and international level to reach a large audience of all 
religious faiths in a short space of ten days. 
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Continued from page 17 . . .

Now according to the verdict of M. Mahmud, 
published in his monthly, the Tashhiz-ul-Azhiin for 
April 191 1: 

" . . .  even he who from his heart believes him 
(i.e., the Promised Messiah) to be true, and 
does not deny him even with the tongue, but 
he postpones bai'at, is looked upon as a kaftr." 
{p. 141) 

Khwaja Ghulam Farid should be ranked as a kafir, 
but the Promised Messiah speaks of him in terms of 
great respect in his book Siraj _Munir, as "a man of 
truth", as "one who receives light from God", as "one 
helped by the Holy Spirit" (page e, supplement) and 
he addresses him as "one matchless in truth and 
purity" {page g).

Grave consequences of Qadiani beliefs. 
But the gravest of all the consequences of the 
teaching of M. Mahmud is that in recognising the 
truth of these doctrines, the Promised Messiah is to 
be accepted as the teacher of a new religion alto
gether, not of Islam as it was taught by the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad. Th� basis of the religion taught 
by the Holy Prophet Muhammad is the simple 
fonnula of faith: la ilaha illa-Allah-u-M uhammad-ur
rasiil ullah, i.e., there is no god but Allah and 
Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah. When a non
Muslim accepts Islam, he has to confess his faith in 
the above fonnula. This fonnula is, therefore, the 
basis of the religion of Islam, the foundation on 
which the superstructure of Islam is erected, and for 
the last thirteen hundred years it has served that 
purpose. But according to M. Mahmud no one can 
now enter Islam who simply professes his faith in 
that fonnula; a new prophet has arisen and faith in 
him only can make a man enter into the circle of 
Islam. Even those old Muslims who professed the 
formula of faith have been turned, bag and baggage, 
out of the circle of Islam. Therefore, according to M. 
Mahmud, the very basis of the faith of Islam which 
he preaches has been changed. And if the foundation 
is gone, the superstructure cannot remain. Therefore 
the Islam he preaches is altogether a different faith 
from the Islam which has been preached for the last 
thirteen hundred years. To give an illustration, we are 
told by M. Mahmud that just as after the appearance 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad faith in Jesus Christ 
and the earlier apostles did not avail, so now after the 
appearance of a prophet, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, faith 
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in Muhammad and the earlier prophets does not avail. 
Is it not clear from this that just as Islam supplanted 
Christianity, the new Islam of M. Mahmud supplants 
the old Islam of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
though it might contain the old law? Could heresy go 
beyond that? 

It is time our brethren should ponder on these 
matters, and rally round the true doctrines of the 
Promised Messiah before the false doctrines gain a 
prevalence, as the false doctrines attributed to the 
first Messiah gained ground and a great part of the 
world was involved in an error which is almost the 
gravest of religious errors. In the same manner, these 
novel doctrines of M. Mahmud will be the cause of 
the gravest dissension in Islam if they are not 
checked in time. I hope the good sense of the 
community will come to the rescue of the movement. 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha 'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement." 
- Mannaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 

Arabic text. with English translation, exhaustive 
commentaiy, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised in 
195 1 .  

"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun." - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian 
Muslim scholar. 

"The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and 
achieving the standards of modern publications." -
Amir Ali in The Student's Quran, London 1961.  

The Holy Quran: other translations. 

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and Russian 
are fonhcoming. 

The Religion of Islam. Pp. 700 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the sources, 
principles and practices of Islam. 

" . . .  an extremely use/ ul work, almost indispensable to 
the students of Islam." - Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal, 
renowned poet and philosopher. 
"Such a book is greatly needed when in many Muslim 
countries we see persons eager for the revival of 
Islam, making mistakes through lack of just this 
knowledge." - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Hadith. Pp. 400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text. 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Pp. 350 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 

"(l) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English." - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

■ NEW PRINTING • • •  NEW PRINTING ■

Message of Peace, revised translation of lecture 
by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Introduction to Islam for younger readers, 
Question/answer booklet by Dr. Zahid Aziz. 

Books recently re-typeset and printed include: 

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran. 
Muhammad and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 
all by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic palh for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

The Ahmadiyya Case. Pp. 350 

Details of the 1985 court case in which the beliefs of 
Hazrat Mirza sahib were proved to be fully Islamic. 

For prices and delivery of these books. 
information about other publications, and free 
literature, please contact The Publication 
Manager at the address on front cover. 
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