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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.I.IL. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in suppon of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words La 
iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rasiil Allilh (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
Lahore'has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-1920s. 

Achievements: 
The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution to 
Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad.

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the orig
inal Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement, at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Victory of Islam through 
the Ahmadiyya Movement 

Five-pronged plan for success 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

(Editor's Note: The extract translated below is taken from 
the booklet 'Fath-i Islam' written by Hazrat Mirza in 1890 
just after he claimed to be the Promised Messiah. It shows 
what the objective of the Ahmadiyya Movement is, and how 
the Movement should try to attain it.) 

In order to draw the world towards truth and right, 
God divided the work of the support of truth and the 
propagation of Islam into several parts. One part is 
the work of writing and producing books which has 
been entrusted to this humble servant And I have 
been given the profound knowledge and deep truths 
which can only be learnt through Divine power, and 
cannot be attained by human effort. Difficult and 
intricate points have been solved, not by human 
reasoning, but by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

The second part of this work is the publication of 
notices which is carried on by Divine command for 
the purpose of fully conveying the arguments and 
proofs. Till now more than 20,000 copies of notices 
have been published to present the arguments of 
Islam to the non-Muslim people, and this will 
continue in future according to the needs of the 
times. 

Personal enquirers and visitors. 
The third part of this work is in connection with the 
visitors, callers, those journeying in search of the 
truth, and those arriving here for various purposes, 
who, having received news of this heavenly 
Movement, constantly come to meet us, being 
motivated by their own reasons. This aspect, too, is 
under development, although on some days there are 
fewer visitors, but on others this activity becomes 
more vigorous. As a result, in the last seven years 
more than 60,000 guests have been received here. 
Only God knows how much spiritual benefit was 
conferred upon the responsive people among them by 
my talks, how far their problems were solved, and 
their weaknesses removed. But there is no doubt that 
the giving of answers orally in reply to the question
ers, or explaining something according to the time 
and the circumstances, has been proved in many 
cases to be more beneficial, effective and easier to 

■ JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1994 3 

absorb than the writing of books. This was the reason 
why all prophets employed this method, and except 
for the Word of God which was publicised under 
special arrangements, even being written down, all 
the other utterances of the prophets spread as 
speeches made on various occasions. 

Prophets gave oral teachings. 
The usual practice of the prophets was that at times 
of need, like a lecturer who recognises the demands 
of the occasion, they delivered discourses in various 
assemblies and gatherings to suit the level and 
condition of the audience, with the power of the Holy 
Spirit. This was not like the speakers of this age who 
merely wish to make a display of their knowledge 
through their speech, or to entrap the simple-minded 
by their deceptive logic and false arguments, making 
their victims even more deserving of hell than 
themselves. The prophets, on the contrary, spoke in 
very simple words, and they poured into the hearts of 
others what bubbled over from their own hearts. 
Their sacred utterances exactly suited the occasion 
and the needs of the time. They did not speak as an 
occupation or relate tales to the audience, but rather, 
finding them spiritually ill and stricken with moral 
ailments of all kinds, they gave them good counsel as 
a healing and dispelled their doubts with incontro
vertible arguments. They spoke in few words, but 
with much meaning. 

The same principle is also followed by this 
humble servant, so that the speech is always in 
accordance with the capacity of understanding and 
the needs of the visitors and guests, and bears in 
mind their spiritual ailments. Having identified evil 
as a target, to shoot arrows of corrective advice at it 
for its destruction, and considering moral degeneracy 
as a distorted and dislocated limb, to restore it to its 
true form and position, is a treatment which can only 
be applied in the actual presence of the afflicted 
person, and is not properly possible otherwise. 

This is the reason why God the Most High sent 
thousands of prophets and messengers, and com
manded that the privilege of their company be sought 
so that people in every age, seeing the perfect models 
before their own eyes and finding them to be the 
embodiment of the Divine word, try to follow them. 
If it had not been an essential of the faith to attain 
the company of the righteous, God could have 
revealed His word without sending messengers and 
prophets by some other means, or He could have 
restricted apostleship to the commencement of time, 
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and henceforth tenninated the institution of prophet
hood and apostleship and revelation forever. But the 
profound wisdom and knowledge of God did not 
accept this at all. and at times of need, when love of 
God, Divine worship. righteousness, purity and other 
essential qualities have gone into decline, holy men 
who receive revelation have been coming into the 
world as models. Each of these two propositions 
necessitates the other. If God is always to be turning 
towards the refonnation of His creatures, then it is 
absolutely essential that such men always continue to 
appear whom God has specially granted spiritual light 
and has established finnly on the path of following 
His will. 

Brotherhood created by Holy Prophet. 

It is undoubtedly certain and recognised that the great 
work of the refonnation of mankind cannot be done 
merely by pen and paper. For this purpose it is 
essential to tread that path along which the holy ones 
of God have been walking since the beginning. And 
Islam. at its very outset, has established this effective 
method so finnly and solidly that its parallel cannot 
at all be found in other religions. Who can show 
another example of this large community. exceeding 
ten thousand in number. which lay day and night at 
the Prophet's threshold, with perfect faith, humility, 
devotion and utter engrossment, in order to find the 
truth and learn the ways of righteousness? No doubt, 
Moses also had a community of followers. But how 
rebellious. wayward, and far and forsaken from 
spiritual grace and the right path they were, is well
known to readers of the Bible and students of Jewish 
history. The followers of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, however, had created such unity and 
spiritual concord among themselves, for the sake of 
their Chosen Apostle, that in tenns of Islamic 
brotherhood they really had become one single body, 
and the light of prophethood had become such an 
integral part of their daily lives and dealings, 
inwardly and outwardly, that it was as if they were 
living images of the Holy Prophet. This mighty 
miracle of inner transfonnation, by which those who 
practised gross idolatry were raised to the stage of the 
perfect worship of God, and those who were sunk in 
worldly matters all the time attained such a relation 
with the True Beloved God that they poured their 
blood like water in His way, was in reality the result 
of living their lives in the company of a true and 
perfect prophet with sincerity. 

So it is on the same basis that this humble servant 
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has been raised in order to continue this system. And 
I wish that the coming of people to stay in my 
company be expanded even further, and that such 
persons spend day and night here who yearn to 
increase in faith, love and certainty, receiving the 
light which has been made manifest to this humble 
servant, and being granted the zeal and ardour which 
this humble servant has been granted, so that the light 
of Islam may spread all over the world, and the dark 
stain of disgrace and humiliation may be cleansed 
from the brow of the Muslims. With this glad tiding 
did the Lord God send me, saying: Rejoice that thou 
shalt see that time very soon, when the Muslims have 
been firmly established on a lofty tower. 

The fourth part of this work is the writing of 
letters to the seekers after truth and the opponents. 
Up to now, in the period mentioned above, over 
90,000 letters have been received, which have been 
replied to, except those which were considered to be 
trivial or unnecessary. This work continues regularly. 
and the number of letters exchanged every month 
probably varies from 300 to 700 or even a thousand. 

Pledge to enter the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

The fifth part of this work. which God the Most 
High has established specially with His revelation. is 
the creation of disciples and those who take the 
bai'at. At the time of founding this Movement. God 
infonned me. saying: 

and: 

''There is a stonn of misguidance raging on the 
earth, so build this ark at the time of this 
deluge. Whoever enters this ark will be saved 
from drowning, but he who denies will 
perish." 

"He who gives his hand into your hand, has 
given it not into your hand but into the hand 
of God." 

And the Lord God has given me the following glad 
tidings: 

"I will cause you to die and exalt you towards 
Myself, but your true followers and lovers will 
remain till the Day of Judgment, and will ever 
be predominant over those who deny." 

This is the five-fold Movement which God has made 
with His own hand. Although a person looking 
superficially will consider only the work of writing 
books to be essential, and regard the other parts as 
unnecessary and trivial, but in the sight of God all of 
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these are essential. And the refonnation which He has 
willed cannot be accomplished without the use of all 
these five methods. Although all this work has been 
left to the special assistance and grace of God the 
Most High, as He is sufficient to accomplish it and 
His promises of good news set one at rest, yet it is at 
His command and prompting that the attention of the 
Muslims is called to provide help, as all the prophets 
of God in the past called attention at times of 
difficulty. I 

* * * * * 

Beginning 'in the name of 
Allah' is a miracle 

Prophecies of scriptures fulfilled 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vldyarthl 

"I will set him on high 
because he has known my name." (Psalms 91:14) 

"In that day shall there be one Lord 
and his name one." (Zechariah 14:9) 

A branch of human knowledge is called ethnology, 
which is concerned with the study of racial groups in 
their origin, distribution and culture. It does not only 
cover the details of various branches and tribal 
groups of these races, but also their relationship to 
one another and their individual characteristics. The 
whole of mankind is compared to a tree whose 
branches have spread all over the earth. The Holy 
Quran has referred to this basic truth fourteen 
hundred years ago when it declared: 

"Mankind is a single nation." (2:213) 

At another place it said: 

"Say: 0 people of the Book, come to an 
equitable word between us and you, that we 
shall serve none but Allah and that we shall 
not associate any with him." (3:63) 

An "equitable word", towards which the Quran has 
called all the nations of the world, is something 
which is agreed upon by all. The Quran has itself 
indicated what that equitable word is. It is belief in 
God and obedience to Him. There can be nothing 
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greater than this just and equitable statement to create 
goodwill and unity among nations - that our God 
and your God is one. This is a great prophecy 
mentioned in the revealed scriptures of the world in 
a different form. In other words, the Prophet who 
knew the truth about the name of God and revealed 
it to the world was going to appear at a certain stage 
in history. 

The oneness of humanity is a truth on which the 
Holy Quran lays the greatest stress (1:1). They are 
sometimes told that they have been "created of a 
single soul", again that they are all descended from 
the same parents (11:13); still again, that they are, as 
it were, dwellers in one home, having the same earth 
as resting-place and the same heaven as a canopy 
(2:22). It thus lays down the principle of the oneness 
of humanity in the clearest words. All people are but 
a single nation (10:19). More than that, it emphasises 
that all the prophets of the world are a single 
community (21:92). 

The basic principle of all religions taught by the 
prophets has been one and the same in all ages and 
all countries, that Allah is the Lord of all. He alone 
must be worshipped. Therefore all prophets are here 
declared to be one community: they all led people to 
virtue through service of God. But, as the next verse 
shows, their followers broke off this unity: 

"Surely this your community is a single 
community, and I am your Lord, so serve Me. 
And they cut off their affair among them; to 
Us will all return." (21:92-93) 

Those who have studied the religious scriptures of the 
world and their commentaries know that out of 
hundreds of names of God there is one truly great 
and excellent Divine name in search of which 
Hindus, Jews, Christians and Magians have kept 
themselves constantly busy. There is no language in 
the world which does not contain a word denoting the 
name of God. I have discussed 155 names of God in 
my book Muhammad in World Scriptures. As God is 
one, His true name should also be one. The languages 
of the world are different but the Creator and Lord of 
all of us is one. It was the Last Prophet who told 
mankind the real name of this Great Being. He not 
only told His real name but also offered rational 
arguments in support of his claim and in practice he 
showed complete reliance on Him and thus achieved 
all that a human being could possibly achieve in his 
life. This was a practical demonstration of the 
truthfulness of the Prophet's mission. Those who 
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opposed him in the name of other than God were 
completely humiliated in spite of their superiority in 
number and armaments. Even after the lapse of 
fourteen centuries the verdict recorded about him in 
history is that he was "the most successful of all the 
prophets and religious personalities" (Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 10th ed.). He was helpless and became 
the master of his country. But that was not his real 
success. His real success lay in the fact that there 
were thousands of his opponents who became his 
friends and accepted the religion he advocated. This 
was not something sudden and unexpected; the 
prophets of yore had foretold his success. The 
prophet David sang: 

"Because he has set his love upon me, there
fore will I deliver him. I will set him on high 
because he has known my name." (Psalms 
9 1 : 14) 

Conflict about God's name in various religions. 

There is no language in the world which does not 
contain the name of God. There are, however, some 
languages which mention Him as one who is without 
a name. The Chinese say that God's name is Shang
ti, which means heaven. In their opinion, it is not 
lawful to use the name of Shang-ti lightly. Therefore, 
they name Him by His residence, which according to 
them is heaven. This is, in fact, an admission that 
they do not know God's real name. How could it be 
a matter of slight if they called God by His real 
name, if in case such a name was conveyed to them 
by a prophet? If they themselves have given such a 
name to God, a better name could be chosen for Him 
any time. They should bear in mind that God's real 
name is Allah, which is an indication of His real 
power and glory. Thus we find in the Quran: 

"He is Allah in the heavens and the earth." 
(6:3) 

"He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the 
Fashioner. His are the most beautiful names. 
Whatever is in the heavens and the earth 
declares His glory; and He is the Mighty, the 
Wise." (59:24) 

God's name in scriptures. 

Among Hindus in India the name of God differs from 
province to province. In Bengal they call Him Hari. 
He is known as Permatma, Permeshwar, Eshwar, etc. 
among the common people. In their religious 
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scriptures the names Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are 
frequently used which indicate His three attributes, 
viz., creation, sustenimce and destruction. In the Rig 
Veda, which is considered most authentic, the name 
of a hymn is Ka. This is an interrogative word which 
means "who" or "what". There are ten mantras in 
this hymn which are addressed to the god "who": 

He is the Creator of all creation. 
Maker of the heaven and the earth. 
Master of life. 
Giver of power and bringer of death. 
The only Ruler over the animate and the 
inanimate, over animals and humans. 
God of all the gods who has no associate. 
Who is He whom we should serve and present 
our offerings to? 
Who is He?" (Rig Veda 10:21) 

The yearning and restlessness of the supplicant 
can easily be discerned from this hymn. When we 
hear someone being highly praised we are keen to 
know who he is. Similarly, we are anxious to know 
who this benefactor of mankind is who is being 
praised so much in this hymn. The word Ka has been 
repeated nine times with the result that this Ka 
(What) has become God's name. When the Israelites 
received food from heaven they held it in their hands 
and asked each other man, man, i.e. what is this? In 
Hebrew man is used for inanimate objects as well, 
thus man became the name of food from heaven. 
Similarly Ka (Who or What) became God's name 
among Hindus. Thus it is mentioned: 

"The word Ka is the Sanskrit interrogative 
pronoun 'What•. In later times this interroga
tive was treated as a proper name, the question 
became assertion. In later Vedic literature Ka 
is a synonym for Prajapati, Brahma, Vishnu 
and other gods. In the Puranas, Ka appears as 
a recognised god, as supreme god. The 
Mahabharta mentions Ka with Daksha. 
Bhagvat Purana applies the term to Kashyapa. 

"Ka, Kah (quis) means 'Who?',  that is, the 
unknown god, has been applied as a name of 
Prajapati and other gods, from the forced 
interpretation of the interrogative pronoun 
which occurs in the refrain of each verse of 
the hymn." (Griffith's translation of the Rig 
Veda.) 

Not only in the Rig Veda, but also in the Yajur Veda 
God has been called by Ka (vide 14:20; 20:22). 
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Although the name of the object indicated by Ka has 
been stated differently, or is not stated at all, still the 
search of this unknowable and unnamed being has 
been continued in every age. Sometimes He has been 
called Prajapathi, Brahma or Vishnu, at others Shiva, 
Daksha or Kashyap. And when on none of these 
names agreement was reached, He was just known by 
a question mark. It has been stated in the Rig Veda: 

"All the mantras of the Rig Veda are in the 
high heaven, where all the gods reside. They 
are condensed and concealed in a single 
syllable. What good can the Veda do to him 
who has no knowledge of that syllable, and 
those who know it are happy and prosperous 
in this world." (1 :164,39) 

When we analyse this mantra we come to the 
following conclusions: 

a. This mantra is a statement of the Rig Veda
itself or its author who is considered to be
God.

b. All the ten thousand mantras in the Rig Veda
revolve around the syllable mentioned in this
mantra.

c. That syllable is still in the High Heaven and
not revealed yet.

d. That syllable is still concealed.
e. He who does not know that syllable cannot be

benefitted by the Rig Veda.

/. He who knows it is happy and prosperous in 
the world. 

The commentators of the Vedas explained this 
mantra in three ways: 

I . The mantra under discussion points to the sun
and its rays. He who does not know the sun
cannot be benefitted by its rays.

2. It may refer to the soul that is concealed in the
body. A person who does not know the soul
cannot derive any benefit from the body.

3. All the mantras are concealed in the word OM.

What use is the Veda to a person who does not
know OM. (Nirukt 3:10)

These three interpretations have been given in the 
most authentic commentary of the Vedas. Such 
difference of interpretation about a mantra is itself a 
proof of the ambiguity of the matter under discussion. 
Nevertheless the third interpretation is more accept
able because in the Upanishads (considered second to 
the Vedas in authenticity) the greatness and the 
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superiority of the word OM has been mentioned. One 
is, however, struck by the fact that the word OM does 
not occur in the four Vedas, but still its mention has 
been made in the Upanishads in such laudable terms. 
Prof. Griffith's remark on this point is worth quoting: 

"OM is set in the Upanishads as the object of 
profound religious meditation. The highest 
spiritual efficacy is attributed to it." 

The above discussion shows that although God's real 
name is not mentioned in the Vedas, the urge to 
know it and obtain blessings therefrom is found 
among the Hindu sages. In the Vedic hymns different 
gods have been glorified. Agni, Indra, Suraj, etc. 
have been separately praised. Either they should all 
be considered separate gods or there is One Being 
who is above them all and is the true object of all 
praises. That unknown and unnamed Being is Allah. 
Who or What is He, asks the Veda. The reply is 
given by the Holy Quran: 

"In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful." 

Allah is the real and personal name of God, and the 
names of all other gods are, in fact, His attributive 
names. It is only in this way that one can truly 
understand the concept of the Unity of Godhead and 
accept the whole of mankind, including Brahmins, 
Kashatriya, Vaishyas and Shudras, as one family and 
equal in rank in the sight of God. This is the great 
fact which has been foretold in the Athaiva Veda, 
Allo Upanishad and Bhavishiya Purana as a great 
prophecy. 

God's name among Jews and Christians. 

While discussing God's names in the Bible, the 
following passage should be noted: 

.. And Moses said to God, Behold, when I 
come to the children of Israel and shall say to 
them, the God of your fathers has sent me to 
you, and they shall say to me, What is His 
name, what shall I say to them? And God said 
to Moses, I AM THAT I AM, and he said: Thus 
shall you say to the children of Israel: I AM has 
sent me to you." (Exodus 3:13,14) 

I AM THAT I AM is rather an ambiguous name. This 
shows that God's real name was not known to Moses 
and the Israelites, although the desire to know it was 
embedded in their hearts. 

At another place it is stated: 
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"But as 'Adonay• I was not known to them." 
(Exodus 6:3) 

The above is the Jewish translation of this verse. The 
Christian translation runs thus: 

"By my name Jehovah was I not known to 
them." 

The reason why 'Adonay' has been substituted for 
Jehovah in the Jewish translation is that the Jews 
considered it a great sin. punishable with death, to 
mention God by His real name. It is for this reason 
that they use the term 'Adonay' instead of Jehovah. 
A modem Jewish commentator says: 

" 'Adonay• is the prescribed traditional reading 
of the Divine name expressed in the four 
letters YHVH which is never pronounced as 
written." (J.H. Hertz, Chief Rabbi: The Penta
teuch and Haftorahs, pp. 66, 67.) 

It may be noted here that the violation of the sanctity 
of God's name falls under four categories: 

1. Giving the holy name of God to other beings.

2. Calling on God by names of which the
meaning is unknown.

3. Giving God names which do not befit Him.
4. Blaspheming His name.

The word Adonay, however, is not expressive of 
God's greatness and glory. In its plural form, 
Adonim, it is even used for objects which are not 
even worshipped (see Deut. 10:17, Psalms 136:3, 
etc.) Thus it is a violation of the sanctity of God •s
name. 

When we come to Christianity we find that even 
God's name Yehaweh was lost five hundred years 
before Jesus Christ In the four Gospels. Yehaweh 
has not been mentioned at all. In their translation of 
the Gospels published by the Jehovah's Wimesses 
they have substituted the word Jehovah for God. This 
is not right because in Greek manuscripts Jehovah is 
not mentioned. Moreover, Y ehaweh was the correct 
fonn and not Jehovah, which shows that the very 
name of their sect is wrong. I 

To be continued in the next issue: • . •  

Haw Holy Prophet Muhammad told God's real 
name and thus fulfilled prophecies of the Bible 
In the Psalms, Zephnlah, Zecharlah, Micah, 
Isaiah, Revelation etc. 
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Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal 
and the Ahmadiyya 

Movement - I 

A chronological survey of his relation
ship with the Movement 

by Maulana Hafiz Sher Muhammad

(Editor's Note: Critics of the Ahmadlyya Movement 
frequently quote and publish lqbal's statements condemning 
the Movement, made In the last four years of his life, as if 
these views are the ultimate proof of the untruth of this 
cause. To place these pronouncements of Iqbal in their true 
context, the entirety of his views on this subject should be 
studied. The late Hafiz Sher Muhammad wrote a booklet in 
Urdu not long ago reviewing, in chronological sequence, 
lqbal's relationship with the Movement. I had the privilege of 
translating it into English. It is presented below, and will be 
published as a booklet in due course.) 

The high position of eminence held by Dr. Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal (d. 1938) in the Islamic world is 
known to everyone. Every Muslim is aware of the 
deep love for Islam and its Holy Founder expressed 
by Iqbal. To understand the causes of his love for 
Islam, it is necessary to survey the first twenty years 
or so of his educational life. 

The last quarter of the nineteenth century was an 
era of the ubnost helplessness and anxiety for the 
Muslims of the Indian sub-continent. Those of them 
who had a sense of responsibility and concern felt 
deeply worried and uneasy at the forlorn condition of 
Islam and its followers. On the one side, the colonial 
government of India was distrustful of the Muslims, 
and on the other side Christian missionaries and 
Hindu Arya Samaj pundits were spreading false 
propaganda against the Islamic faith. Muslim 
religious leaders. spiritual teachers. the gentry and the 
masses. because of their ignorance and helplessness, 
were all easy prey for the opponents of Islam. 

In northern India, Sialkot. the ancestral town of 
Dr. Iqbal, had been the big stronghold of Christian 
missionaries ever since the British occupation of the 
Punjab. Dr. Iqbal himself received his education in a 
Christian mission school and college. At that time 
there were two men engaged in battle on behalf of 
Islam against Christian preachers and other oppo
nents. One was Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan (d. 1898), 
whose efforts were mainly directed towards urging 



THE LIGHT 

the Muslims to acquire modem, Western education 
and refonning their moral backwardness. The other 
man was Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian (d. 
1908), who not only broadcast the beauties of Islam 
by pen and speech, refuting the Christian and Arya 
Samaj objections against Islam, but also prepared a 
sizeable Muslim movement for the defence and 
propagation of Islam, which spread in Northern India 
and particularly the Punjab, so that it could refute the 
objections of the detractors of Islam. He wrote books 
in support of the faith of Islam, made speeches all 
over the region on the truth of Islam, and produced 
and disseminated a vast amount of valuable literature, 
both prose and poetry. 

Iqbal's teacher, Mir Hasan, on Hazrat Mirza. 

The movement founded by Hazrat Mirza was also 
vigorously active in Sialkot, a major centre of 
Christian missionary work. Dr. Iqbal could not have 
remained uninfluenced by it, especially as he lived in 
an area of the city which was a stronghold of Islam. 
Everyone who has studied Iqbal knows of the 
tremendous influence which his tutor, Shams-ul
Ulama Sayyid Mir Hasan, had upon his intellectual 
development 

1. Sayyid Mir Hasan was not only Iqbal's teacher
and resident of the same area of the city, but he was 
also both active in the movement of Sir Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan in Sialkot as well as an admirer of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. This was the part of 
Sialkot where Hazrat Mirza had spent four years in 
his younger days, leading a life of purity, and had left 
a deep impression by his righteousness, support for 
the cause of Islam, and excellent moral qualities. 
Hence it was that Sayyid Mir Hasan expressed his 
opinion about Hazrat Mirza in the following words: 

"Hazrat Mirza sahib came to Sialkot in the 
year 1 864 in connection with his employment, 
and stayed here. As he was a pious and 
retiring man, who abstained from frivolous and 
wasteful pastimes, he did not like meeting the 
public because it is often a waste of time." 1

2. Many years after Hazrat Mirza' s death, Sayyid
Mir Hasan said in an interview with a journalist: 

"Sadly, we did not appreciate him. I have no 
words to describe his spiritual attainments. His 
life was not that of ordinary people. He was 

1. Hayyat-i Tayyiba, compiled by Shaikh Abdul Qadir, p.
29.
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one of those persons who are special servants 
of God, and who come into the world but 
rarely." 2 

3. In the book Zikr-e Iqbal it is said about Sayyid
Mir Hasan: 

"In the days when Mirza sahib stayed in 
Sialkot, the Maulvi sahib (Mir Hasan) had 
frequent occasion to meet him. The Maulvi 
sahib observed him from close quarters. 
Although Sayyid Mir Hasan was a great 
devotee of the movement started by Sir Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan, yet he was unusually impressed 
by the piety, righteousness and virtue of Mirza 
sahib, and had great respect for him." (p. 278) 

Iqbal and Ahmadiyyat in life of Hazrat Mirza. 

1. Dr. Iqbal 's father, Shaikh Nur Muhammad, was
a great admirer of Hazrat Mirza. 

2. Dr. Iqbal 's elder brother, Shaikh Ata
Muhammad, had fonnally joined the Ahmadiyya 
Movement by taking the bai 'at (pledge). 

3. Dr. Basharat Ahmad writes in his renowned
biography of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, entitled 
Mujaddid-i A 'zam: 

"In 1892 Hazrat Mirza visited Sialkot and 
stayed at the house of Hakim Hassam-ud-Din. 
He made a speech in Hakim Hassam-ud-Din 's 
mosque after the zuhr prayers. The famous 
poet Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal was a fellow 
student of mine in those days, and was sitting 
on the roof of the porch of the mosque. Seeing 
me, he said: Look how the devotees are 
swarming around the light. He was very much 
favourably disposed towards Hazrat Mirza in 
those days. So when a poet of Sialkot, who 
used to have the pen-name jalwa, composed 
satire to ridicule Hazrat Mirza, Dr. Iqbal wrote 
a rejoinder in poetical fonn too, greatly 
praising Hazrat Mirza." 3

4. Around that time, a virulent opponent of Hazrat
Mirza by the name of Sa'd-ullah of Ludhiana wrote 
an abusive poem against Hazrat Mirza. Dr. Iqbal 

· could not tolerate this insult, and replied to it in a
long poem entitled Jaisa Moon Taisee Chapayrh (or

2. Al-Ha/cam, 7 April 1934; Mujaddid-i A 'zam, vol. 2, p.
1236.

3. Mujaddid-i A 'zam, vol. I, p. 333.
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"A slap which your face deserves"). Some lines of 
this poem are give below: 

"O Sa'd, we have seen your filthy abuse. It 
will make street sweepers appreciate you. 
Don't be perturbed by the heat of the sun of 
truth, for the devil himself will be your 
sun-shade. You have become the brother of the 
Christians, you tum-coat! What a great favour 
you have done to Islaml" 4 

5. Dr. Iqbal 's attachment grew so much that in
1897 he fonnally took the bai 'at at the hand of 
Hazrat Mirza. This was confinned by Maulvi Ghulam 
Muhiy-ud-Din Qasoori, ex-General Secretary of the 
Anjuman Himayat-i Islam, Lahore, at the time when 
the Munir Court of Enquiry was being held in 
Pakistan in 1953. His statement was reported in a 
newspaper as follows: 

"After five years, in 1 897, Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal took the pledge of Mirza sahib." 5

(Translator's Note: It was Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, son of 
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, who testified at the Munir Court of 
Enquiry that Dr. Iqbal had taken the bai'at of Hazrat 
Mirza, and he gave the year as 1892. After finishing his 
testimony that day, the Khwaja met Maulvi Qasoori who 
told him that the year was not 1892 but 1897. The 
following day the Khwaja took the stand again and 
corrected the year. The whole incident was reported in the 
Pakistan newspapers at that time.) 

6. In 1900, Dr. Iqbal published a paper in English
on the famous Sufi saint Abdul Karim Jilli, and 
presented his view of the Unity of God from the 
book al-lnstin al-kdmil, illustrating the breadth and 
depth of Muslim philosophy. Mentioning the great 
scholarship of the saint. Iqbal wrote: 

"It will appear at once how strikingly the 
author has anticipated the chief phase of the 
Hegelian Dialectic and how greatly he has 
emphasised the doctrine of the Logos - a 
doctrine which has always found favour with 
almost all the profound thinkers of Islam, and 
in recent times has been readvocated by M. 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, probably the 
profoundest theologian among modem Indian 

4. By Shaikh Muhammad Iqbal, F.A. class, Scotch Mission
School, Sialkot. A' inah Haq Numa, p. 107.

5. Daily Nawa-e Waqt, Lahore, 15 November 1953.
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Muslims." 6

7. In 1904 when Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
visited Sialkot. Dr.' Iqbal went with Mian Sir Fazl-i 
Husain to meet him. Thirty years later, Dr. Iqbal told 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, head of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement. that at that meeting Hazrat 
Mirza had affinned that he did not call other 
Muslims as kdfir. Maulana Muhammad Ali referred 
to this incident in an English booklet as follows: 

"During the conversation that ensued with the 
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, Mian 
Sir Fazl-i Husain asked him if he looked upon 
those who did not believe in him as kiifirs, and 
the Mirza sahib without a moment's hesitation 
replied that he did not This fact which Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal himself related to me last 
year [ 1934] is a clear evidence that the 
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement is not 
responsible for the present Qadiani doctrine." 7

A little later, in 1936, Maulana Muhammad Ali 
further wrote in an article: 

"Now he has also given this testimony in 
writing, and exactly in the context of this 
discussion. He has written a letter to Dr. Mirza 
Yaqub Baig, dated 25 January 1936, in which 
he has admitted that the Mirza sahib uttered 
those words in his presence." 8

Time of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Shortly after the meeting with Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, Dr. Iqbal went to Europe for higher educa
tion. By the time he returned, Hazrat Mirza had 
passed away and, under the leadership of Maulana 
Nur-ud-Din, Qadian had come to be recognised as the 
centre of a truly Islamic way of life. 

1. Dr. Iqbal sent his elder son, Aftab Iqbal, to be
educated at the Ahmadiyya community's school 
known as the Taleem-ul-Islam High School in 
Qadian. 

2. In the same period, in the year 1910, Iqbal
delivered a lecture in the famous Muslim University 
town of Aligaih, during the course of which he 
referred to the Ahmadiyya community in the 

6. Indian Antiquary, vol. 29, September 1900, p. 239. The 
words quoted above are lqbal's own words in English.

1. Sir Muhammad /qbal's Statement re the Qadianis, p. 7.

8. Paigham Sulh. 3 February 1936.
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following words: 

"In order to be a dynamic member of the 
Muslim community, a person must not only 
repose unconditional faith in the religion of 
Islam but also imbue himself thoroughly in the 
colouring of the Islamic civilisation. The 
object of diving into this jar of the 'colouring 
of Allah' is that Muslims should give up 
duality and become of one hue. . . . In my 
opinion the aspect of national life represented 
by Aurangzeb is a model of pure Islamic life, 
and it should be the purpose of our education 
to develop this model and to make Muslims 
keep it in view all the time . . . .  In the Punjab 
a true model of Islamic life has arisen in the 
form of that community which is known as the 
Qadiani sect." 9 

Dr. Iqbal expressed these views two years after the 
death of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, fully knowing 
about his claims and teachings. There was no way 
that Hazrat Mirza could now make different claims 
which would lead Dr. Iqbal to change his views about 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. If by the year 1910, in 
the period of leadership of Maulana Nur-ud-Din, 
there had prevailed in the Ahmadiyya Movement the 
beliefs that Hazrat Mirza was a prophet and that his 
deniers were kiifir, then Dr. Iqbal certainly would not 
have recommended to his audience in Aligarh to look 
to Qadian to find "a true model of Islamic life". This 
is no ordinary matter. It shows that Dr. Iqbal was 
himself deeply impressed by this "model". Besides, 
this opinion expressed by Dr. Iqbal caused no 
commotion among the audience; on the contrary, his 
hearers listened to him with attention and calm. This 
shows that in those days Muslims in general held the 
Ahmadiyya Movement in very high regard and 
honour. If a Muslim public figure today were to 
express such views, one shudders to think of the 
hostility and adverse reaction which would result. It 
is, however, a solid fact that in the time of Maulana 
Nur-ud-Din the opposition to the Ahmadiyya 
Movement had all but disappeared, and a wonderful 
era of general acceptance was on the rise day by day. 

First phase of opposition. 

The first obstacle in the continuance of this popu-

9. Speech now recorded in the book Millat Baiza Per Ayk 
lmrani Nazar. See pp. 84-85. The term 'Qadiani', before 
the Split in 1914, applied to the whole Ahmadiyya
MovemenL
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larity came when, in April 1911, Mirza Bashir-ud-Din 
Mahmud Ahmad wrote and published a magazine 
article entitled A Muslim is one who accepts all those 
appointed by God. In this article, contrary to the clear 
pronouncements of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement and the unanimous stand-point of the 
Community, M. Mahmud Ahmad condemned as kiifir 
all the Muslims of the world who had not taken the 
bai'at to join the Movement of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad. This caused a certain amount of consterna
tion both within the Ahmadiyya Movement and 
Muslims in general. However, the true position was 
made clear very quickly when Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din 
published a Notice entitled My beliefs about non

Ahmadi Muslims, dated 18 August 1911, bearing 
Maulana Nur-ud-Din's endorsement in the words: "I 
approve it, you may publish it." At around the same 
time, Maulana Nur-ud-Din made an observation in 
public about M. Mahmud Ahmad's beliefs as follows: 

"The question of kufr and Islam is a very 
subtle matter. Even our Mian (M. Mahmud 
Ahmad] has not understood it." 

As these statements cleared up the misconceptions 
caused by M. Mahmud Ahmad's article, there arose 
no difference of view between Dr. Iqbal and the 
Ahmadiyya Movement. In fact, he used to tum to 
Maulana Nur-ud-Din for advice on matters of Islamic 
law. As an example, we mention one incident related 
by Maulana Abdul Majid Salik: 

"At last the Allama (Iqbal) agreed to take his 
wife back. However, as he had intended to 
divorce her, he suspected that in Islamic law 
divorce had taken place. So he sent Mirza 
Jalal-ud-Din to Maulana Hakim Nur-ud-Din in 
Qadian to enquire about the Islamic position. 
The Maulana said that no divorce had taken 
place according to Islamic law, but if he was 
uncertain in his mind he could hold the 
marriage ceremony again. So a maulvi was 
called, and the Allama was re-married to this 
lady. He then took her to Sialkot. This 
happened in the year 1913." 10

Public Meeting in Lahore when Lord Headley 
accepted Islam. 
At the same time, Dr. Iqbal was a fervent supporter 
of the work of the propagation of Islam being done 
by the Ahmadiyya Movement. In 1913 Lord Headley, 

10. Zikr-i Iqbal, p. 70.
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a British nobleman, embraced Islam in England 
through the work of Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, the 
famous Ahmadiyya missionary to the West. To 
celebrate this, a big gathering of the Muslims of 
Lahore was held at Ahmadiyya Buildings, the centre 
of the Movement in Lahore. We reproduce below the 
report of this meeting as published at the time:11

, In accordance with the announcement, a 
meeting of the Muslims of Lahore was held on 
23rd November 1913 at 3:30 p.m. in Ahmadiyya 
Buildings, Lahore. Even before the appointed 
time, Muslim brethren started arriving in crowds, 
and by the time of the opening of the proceedings 
the Ahmadiyya mosque and the adjoining marquee 
were entirely full. Besides Muslims of all sections 
of society, followers of other religions were also 
present in large numbers. Khan sahib Shaikh 
Khair-ud-Din, pensioner, District Traffic Super
intendent of the Railways Department, who talces 
a keen interest in Muslim national affairs, was 
chosen as President of the meeting. First of all, 
Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig12 recited the Holy Quran. 
He was followed by Sufi Ghulam Muhammad 
who recited the poetry of the Promised Messiah in 
praise of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. After this, 
Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Husain Shah13 delivered a 
speech for nearly an hour whose force derived 
from his sincerity. 

, After him, Dr. Shaikh Muhammad Iqbal, 
whose heart is full of love for the Muslim nation, 
made a profound and meaningful speech on the 
propagation of Islam. He said: 

"The allegation against Islam that it was 
propagated by the sword is proved to be 
utterly baseless when we look at world history. 
Talcing India as an example, history shows that 
Muslims never established any permanent or 
lengthy rule in Bengal, yet the proportion of 
Muslims there is greater than in other prov
inces. Similarly, in the Balkan states, Islam 
first spread from a Muslim prisoner to his 
Christian fellow-inmates, and then further 
afield. In Java Islam spread at a time when 
Muslim political power in Asia was declining 
fast. At the present time, the downfall of 

1 1 . Paigham Sulh, Lahore, 25 November 1913. 

12. A prominent Lahore Ahmadi.

13. Another prominent Lahore Ahmadi.
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Muslim political power is complete but the 
progress of Islam is such that in the island of 
Madagascar Christian clergymen have held a 
conference which passed the resolution that, as 
the daily advance of Islam on the island poses 
a threat to the French government, it should 
take measures to stop the spread of Islam. The 
same is the situation in Africa where Islam is 
expanding rapidly even though Muslims have 
no political power worth mentioning in those 
countries, and that too is due solely to indivi
dual efforts. The biggest cause of the decline 
of the Muslims is the neglect of the task of the 
propagation of Islam. Thank God that the man 
who first recognised this shortcoming is 
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, who has sacrificed all 
worldly interests to talce this great work upon 
himself. It is, therefore, our duty not to neglect 
to help him in any way, and we must not let 
the question of Ahmadiyyat stand in the way 
of this noble work, for our God, our Prophet 
and our Scripture is the same." 

, In short, his speech was praiseworthy from 
every angle, and was full of concern for Islam 
from beginning to end. Afterwards, the following 
resolutions were passed unanimously: 

"Resolution no. 1, moved by Dr. Shaikh 
Muhammad Iqbal: A telegram of congratula
tions should be sent on behalf of the Muslims 
of Lahore to the Right Honourable Lord 
Headley, through Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din of the 
Woking Mosque, England, on his acceptance 
of Islam. . . . This resolution was passed 
unanimously by all present . . .  

"Resolution no. 3, presented by Nawab 
Muhammad Salim Khan, Raees of Taitri: This 
meeting proposes that a campaign for funds be 
launched among the Indian Muslim population 
for the Islamic mission of Khwaja Kamal-ud
Din. A trust should be created, having 
Ahmadis and other Muslims as members, to 
receive the contributions, and the funds should 
be spent to support Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. 
This resolution was seconded by Dr. Mirza 
Yaqub Baig and Mr. Abdul Majid, and passed 
unanimously by those present. 

"Resolution no. 4: At the proposal of the 
President of the meeting, and with the unani
mous agreement of those present, the follow-



THE LIGHT 

ing persons were elected as members of the 
trust: 

1. Dr. Shaikh Muhammad Iqbal, M.A., Ph.D.,
Barrister at law.
2. Khan Bahadur Mirza Sultan Ahmad Khan,
E.A.C., Member Council of Regency, Baha
walpur.
3. Shaikh Rahmat-ullah, proprietor, English
Ware House, Lahore.

4. Nawab Muhammad Salim Khan, Races of
Taitri, the Frontier.
5. Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Husain Shah,
L.M.S., Lahore.

6. Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig, L.M.S .• Lahore.

7. Mian Charagh-ud-Din, Raees, Government
Pensioner.

The Joint Secretaries were declared to be 
Shaikh Rahmat-ullah and Dr. Mirza Yaqub 
Baig. The meeting closed with a prayer. , 

News of the activities of this trust appeared some 
months later in Paigham Su/h of 5 July 1914: 

, Report of the Ishaat Islam (Western coun
tries) Trust 
This trust was created on 23rd November 1913, at 
the proposal of some friends, on the occasion of 
the magnificent gathering in Ahmadiyya Buildings 
to mark the embracing of Islam by Lord Headley, 
and had the object of helping the Islamic mission 
of Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din in England. The 
following members were appointed to the trust: . . .  

, Afterwards the following were added: 
8. Maulvi Muhammad Ali, M.A., Ll.B., editor
Review of Religions, Qadian.
9. Maulvi Ghulam Muhiy-ud-Din, B.A., Ll.B.,
lawyer, Qasur.

, The Secretary Shaikh Rahmat-ullah and 
Sayyid Muhammad Husain Shah toured various 
places in the Punjab to collect funds. .. . At the 
annual meeting of the Muhammadan Educational 
Conference held in Agra, a large meeting was 
convened at the suggestion of Mautana Abul 
Kalam Azad for the support of this Islamic 
propagation mission of Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. 
Many speeches were made and great interest was 
expressed by those attending. The following digni
taries were also appointed members of the trust: 
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1 .  Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.
2. Maulana Maulvi Abdul Qadir Azad
Subhani.

3. The honourable Khwaja Ghulam Asqalain.

4. The honourable Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad
Khan.

5. Maulvi Ali Ahmad, M.A., Allahabad.
6. Qazi Kabir-ud-Din Ahmad, Lucknow.
7. Mr. Shaukat Ali, B.A. (Aligarh).

8. Nawab Jmad-ul-Mulk Sayyid Hasan Ali
Balgrami.
9. Sayyid Mazhar-ul-Haq. Bar-at-law.

10. Haziq-ul-Mulk Hakim Muhammad Ajmal
Khan.

, Besides these the following were appointed 
patrons of the trust by unanimous agreement: 

1. Maulana Hakim Haji Hafiz Nur-ud-Din.
2. Maulana Maulvi Shibli Numani.
3. Waqar-ul-Mulk Maulvi Mushtaq Husain
Bahadur.

, On 14th May 1914 a meeting of the Ishaat 
Islam Trust (Western countries) was held with Dr. 
Shaikh Muhammad Iqbal as President, in which 
the following prominent persons attended: 

1. Maulana Muhammad Ali.

2. Dr. Shaikh Muhammad Iqbal.

3. Shaikh Rahmat-ullah.

4. Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Husain Shah.
5. Maulvi Ghulam Muhiy-ud-Din Qasoori.

6. The Secretary. ,

Fabrication of false doctrines in Qadian - Dr. 
Iqbal begins to be disillusioned. 
It was in such an enviable atmosphere of unity and 
harmony that the task of the propagation of Islam 
was being conducted when, in March 1914, Maulana 
Nur-ud-Din passed away. Mirza Mahmud Ahmad, 
who up to that time had had to restrain himself 
because of the towering personality of Mautana Nur
ud-Din, now began to preach and propagate his 
extreme beliefs regularly and freely. He announced 
plainly and blatantly that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad was a prophet in actual fact, and that anyone 
who did not accept him was a kiifir and expelled 
from the pale of Islam. With this announcement, all 
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the mischief which had been dying down came to life 
again, and the daily increasing popularity of the 
Movement among the Muslims was replaced by a 
rising stonn of disgust and revulsion. Those very 
people who had been unfailingly praising the 
knowledge produced by the Ahmadiyya Movement as 
well as its work of propagating Islam, now looked 

Continued on page 19, second column . . .  

* * * * * 

Background to the 
Ahmadiyya Movement - 1 

From a speech at 
Darus Salaam, London 

by Shahid Aziz 

Secretary, U.K. branch of A.A.1.1.L. 

I wish to set the context in which the Ahmadiyya 
Jamaat came into being because I finnly believe that 
it is very difficult to understand the significance of 
anything, any idea, until you know the context in 
which that idea came up and took root. To take an 
example, I ask people "Why is Newton a great 
scientist?" After all, since the world was created 
apples had always fallen to the ground. They had 
never gone upwards. You can't say that until Newton 
thought of gravity, apples were going to the heavens, 
and then when he said "Gravity", they suddenly 
started falling down. The point is that you look at his 
achievements in the context of the research and the 
knowledge available at the time. His greatness lay in 
the fact that he observed a phenomenon, he ques
tioned it, and he came up with a conclusion. He said 
that why is it that since the world was created, apples 
had been falling to the ground and not going up. And 
he went on from there. 

So, unless you realise that context, you are not 
going to appreciate what that person achieved or did. 
It's the same with any Jamaat, and particularly our 
Jamaat, because our J amaat hasn't been controversial. 
It has been made controversial by other people for 
their own political ends, and indeed, I would go so 
far as to say that, really, history now, particularly in 
Pakistan, is being distorted and rewritten to cast 
Ahmadis in a bad light, and to show everyone who 
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actually opposed the creation of Pakistan, in a good 
light. 

Political downfall of'Muslims before time of 
Ahmadiyya Movement. 
So, we have to go back and examine the political 
situation in the world at the time, and see where 
Muslims were, the position they were in at that time. 
Now, if we look at the last century, we see that there 
was a Caliphate in name. Turkey was supposed to be 
the sort of head of all the Muslim states. There was 
a Caliph there or a Khalifah. But, in effect, it was the 
European nations who ruled, or certainly, manipu
lated and arranged events throughout the world. It 
doesn't matter which continent you take. Whether it's 
Australia or America or Africa or India or what is 
now in Pakistan. It was the Europeans, who were the 
ruling class. It was the Europeans who held pre
dominance over all other people. Muslims were really 
second-class citizens. Countries which were nomi
nally independent, such as Egypt for example, even 
they could not take any step, could not make any 
political decision without the pennission of the 
British. The Syrians could not take, or the Lebanese 
could not take any decisions without pennission from 
the French. So it was the Dutch, the Gennans, the 
French or the English who between them ruled the 
whole world, whether directly or indirectly. And, in 
fact, large tracts of lands occupied by the Muslims 
came under British domination. Afghanistan was 
nominally independent, but really although the British 
never actually held sway totally over the country yet 
Afghanistan was not free to make any political 
decisions. Iran, Turkey, North Africa, what is now 
the Middle East, you name any country - Indonesia 
was under the Dutch - but up to Malaysia, most 
countries were actually ruled by the British. 

Muslims in India. 
Now the situation in India was actually even worse 
because at least other countries were united but India 
consisted of multitudinous regions which were ruled 
by the British. It was a very complicated situation 
for a number of reasons. First of all, the whole of 
India, as such, was not ruled by the British. India was 
divided into those areas that the British ruled directly, 
and those areas which were known as princely states, 
which were nominally independent, but they used to 
have what was known as a British Resident or a 
Political Commissioner or something like that, whose 
job it was to make sure that no decisions were taken 
by the ruler of the state which could affect the posi-
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tion of the British, their trade or whatever. For 
example, one thing that was done was that certainly 
no one could enter into a trade agreement with the 
French, because there had been old rivalry between 
the French and the British. And really, since the 
deterioration in the position of the Muslims had 
started quite a long while back, but because they had 
held a great empire, and they had had a great 
civilisation, the momentum of that empire, the 
momentum of that civilisation itself carried the thing 
on for a few hundred years. Now the British, who 
went out there as traders, saw what was happening, 
they realised what was going on, they realised that, 
certainly by the time they had established themselves, 
that the Great Mogul, sitting in his palace in Delhi, 
no longer actually controlled events in India. He was 
respected, much as the Queen is respected as the 
Head of the Commonwealth. But the Governors of 
various states were really independent to take their 
own decisions, and so the British decided to take 
advantage of that situation, and to try and extract 
originally what proved to be trade concessions, but 
gradually they started to fortify what were supposed 
to be their warehouses and so on. 

Muslim military response and its failure. 
The first person to realise this was Siraj-ud-Daulah, 
in Bengal, and he tried to, or he raised an army, and 
fought the British to try and expel them from India. 
He was defeated, mainly because the commander in 
chief of his forces, at a very critical moment in the 
battle of Plassy (1757) when the British were about 
to be routed, he went and joined the British, thereby 
causing a defeat for Siraj ud-Daulah and the Muslim 
armies. Now I will put this to our Muslim friends: 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad wasn't around at the time, you 
blame him, you call him a British stooge, but it was 
a Sunni who went and joined the British, it wasn't 
the Ahmadi Jamaal or its Founder. Please remember 
that. Again, later on, there was Tipu Sultan (d. 1799), 
in southern India. who tried to expel the British. He 
actually tried to communicate with the French and so 
on. And again, he was defeated. Now why was he 
defeated? Again, firstly, because Muslims within his 
own country, within his own state, were actually 
double agents - they were agents of the British -
and these were his wazirs and ministers, and so on, 
and commanders in his army; secondly, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad, which was the biggest princely state in 
India, he sided with the British, he connived with the 
British, he helped them, and eventually it resulted in 
Tipu Sultan being martyred and his country, his state 

• JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1994 1 5  

being destroyed and taken over by the British as a 
directly ruled area. Again, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
wasn't around, Jamaat-i-Ahmadiyya wasn't around, 
there was no one abrogating Jihad, so what were all 
these Shias and Sunnis doing joining the British, the 
infidels as the Maulvis would call them, at critical 
junctures in what in Maul vis' terms would be a 
Jihad? And these people were going over and joining 
a Christian nation so that the Muslims might be 
defeated. 

Again, in 1857, that was the last serious attempt 
to expel the British from India by armed struggle. 
Muslims were defeated, because a lot of the Indians, 
and Sikhs in particular, sided with the British, they 
helped the British and so on. And there were some 
Hindus who were involved in the struggle against the 
British. But the people who bore the brunt of the 
persecution and so on afterwards were the Muslims, 
because Bahadur Shah Zafar, who was the last 
Mogul Emperor, sitting in Delhi, became a symbol of 
resistance to the British by the people who were 
fighting what is known as the Indian Mutiny in 
England and what is known as the War of Indep
endence on the subcontinent. Again, there was a 
substantial portion of the Indians who went and sided 
with the British. 

Punjab and North-West. 
From the situation in India we now come to the 
situation in the Punjab and Kashmir. Here I am not 
going to say anything myself. I shall read out two 
extracts to you from a book which deals with the 
conditions of Muslims in the Punjab and Kashmir at 
that time. The first extract is by someone called 
Captain James Griffin. It is not directly about the 
Punjab itself but the areas ruled by the Sikhs which 
included not only Punjab but what is known as the 
Frontier, which included Peshawar. And he is talking 
about the arrival of the Sikh armies in Peshawar. 

"The periodical visits of the Sikhs were 
calamitous to the people. Their approach was 
the signal for the removal of property and 
valuables, and even of the windows and door 
frames of the houses. Crowds of women and 
children fled frightened from their houses and 
the country presented the appearance of an 
emigrating colony. As the hated host advanced 
they overran the neighbourhood, pillaging and 
destroying whatever came within their reach, 
and laying waste the fields. There is scarce a 
village from the head of the valley to the Indus 
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which has not been burnt and plundered by the 
Sikh commander. His visitations were held in 
such awe that his name was used by mothers 
as a term of fright to hush their unruly 
children and at the present day in travelling 
through the country old greybeards with many 
scars point out the hills over which they were 
chased like sheep by the Singh, 1 and young
men show where their fathers fought and fell. 
Destruction was so certain that the few villages 
which from the extreme difficulty of their 
position were either passed by the enemy or, 
resisting attack, were but partially destroyed, 
claimed a triumph and came to be looked upon 
as invincible." 

Now this gentleman, not James Griffin, but the 
compiler of this book, says: 

"A Muslim was required to avoid all publicity 
in the exercise of his faith, to which any 
Akali2 was likely to take offence. His life and 
property were spared in times of peace, but he 
was always exposed to violence from licen
tious armed bands which occasionally made 
plundering raids. This state of affairs in the 
predominantly Muslim-inhabited areas like 
Peshawar is demonstrated by other accounts." 

We are now talking about, as the man says, areas 
where Muslims were in a large majority. You're 
talking about the Frontier with its Pathans and so on, 
and you're talking about even the Punjab where 
Muslims were in a majority. 

Another gentleman, Carmichael Smythe, writes 
about Kashmir, an adjoining area to the Punjab: 

"All those who have heard - and Ohl who 
has not heard of the Vale of Kashmir? - must 
have observed that every traveller who visited 
that place since it fell into the hands of Ranjit 
Singh, has heard the unfortunate inhabitants 
cry out against the oppression of the Sikh 
chieftain. And now they are falling into the 
power of Guiab Singh ... " 

He then goes on to describe what it's like. So this is 
the state in which we find Muslims. I 

* * * * * 

1. This is Ranjit Singh.

2. That is, a Sikh.
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Gems from the Quran - 8 

by Mr. Mirza A.R. Baig, Texas 

"And your Lord has commanded that you shall not 
serve any but Him; and goodness to your parents. 

If either or both reach old age with you, say not to 
them (so much as) "Ugh",  nor chide them, and 

speak to them a generous word. And make yourself 
submissively gentle to them with compassion, and 

say: 0 my Lord, Have compassion on them as they 
brought me up when I was little. Your Lord knows 
best what is in your minds. If you are good, then 
He is surely forgiving to those who turn to Him 

frequently. And give to the near of kin his due and 
to the needy and the wayfarer: and do not 

squander wastefully." 

(The Quran, 17:23-26.) 

The gist of the Divine message primarily is to be 
especially careful of your conduct towards your 
parents, lest you hurt their feelings and make them 
unhappy. Obedience to parents is placed only next to 
submission to Allah! Among your fellow-beings none 
has greater claim upon you than your parents. He 
cautions you to have special regard for your parents 
when they reach old age. Not even to raise your 
voice, making yourself submissive with compassion, 
remembering the hardships they had to contend with 
when they raised you from the cradle to manhood. 

To help your next of kin comes next in order of 
priority; then come the needy and the wayfarer; and 
lastly: do not squander your money. Remember the 
adage, "waste not, want not". In this connection, 
when you cannot help, at least be gentle and say a 
kind word. A saying of the Holy Prophet declares: "A 
gentle word spoken to a fellow human being is a 
deed of charity." Briefly, be not niggardly nor 
wasteful. 

God has made plentiful your means of subsis
tence, and He gives according to a measure. He is 
forever aware and seeing His seivants' needs. 
Therefore, be always good and willing to accept your 
responsibilities, and tum to Him frequently for 
guidance and help. 

The foundation of an orderly society and respect 
for the constitutional authority starts from the home. 
Consequently, a well brought-up Muslim child 
naturally obeys the authority and the law of the realm 
as a good citizen. I 
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Sighting the Moon 

a poem by Akram Ahmad, Texas 

The ivory disc poised in the midnight sky. 
Its beauty, left unappreciated. makes one sigh. 

Our moon is surely one of a celestial kind. 
Yet, to its elegance, most are blind. 

Gently blazing the ebony darkness of the skies. 
It offers illumination to the seeking passer-bys. 

Likewise, how many at the time were there. 
That accepted the call when truth was laid bare? 

At its quintessence is the moon on the fourteenth, 
So came a Reformer most noble, in century the 
fourteenth. 

Cleansing the Faith of untruths that had crept in 
slowly, 
He wept for the Ummah's stature become so lowly. 

Staunchly defended the Faith from many an attack, 
Yet upon him the many turned their backs. 

Meagreness of vision made those people do so, 
Or stone-hardened hearts that would not flow? 

They failed to recognize this holy person who 
restored, 
Faith to its eminence, whilst the Ummah slumbered 
and snored, 

He to whom our beloved Prophet gave his com
mendations, 
That he who should meet him, convey the 
Prophet's salutations. 

Perhaps then, truth is not appreciated in its time, 
In many an era and its clime. I 

* * * * * 

From the Press 

1. Our letters in Daily Jang. 

In the London edition of the Pakistan-based Urdu
newspaper the Daily Jang, there appeared an
interview, published in two parts. with the Ulama of
the so-called "Finality of Prophethood" organization,
full of their habitual mis-statements about the
Ahmadiyya Movement. Several members of the U.K.
branch of the A.A.1.1.L. wrote to the Jang in this
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connection, and it is satisfying to note that two such 
letters were published by the newspaper, though it 
was quite sometime after they were sent. We give 
below translations of the two letters. 

First Letter (Jang, 24 October 1993, p. 5) 

, In your Sunday magazine dated 3rd October and 
10th October, the maulvis of the Khatm-i Nubuwwat 
movement have made absolutely wrong statements 
and indulged in false propaganda regarding the 
Ahmadiyya Movement. I correct here just one of their 
many mis-statements. and hope that you will publish 
this letter in the interests of fairness. 

In column no. 1 of the part published on 10th 
October, the late Head of the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
community and world famous scholar and author. 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, has been accused of 
"deceiving" the Muslims and writing in an article that 
the Ahmadiyya Movement is a religion separate from 
Islam in the same manner as Christianity is a separate 
religion from Judaism. Sir! Maulana Muhammad Ali 
is that personality who was respected and honoured 
by the prominent Muslim leaders, both religious and 
political, for example, the Quaid-i Azam, Allama 
Iqbal, Maulana Mohamed Ali Jauhar. Sir Feroz Khan 
Noon etc. 

Once the Quaid-i Azam visited Maulana 
Muhammad Ali at his residence in Muslim Town, 
Lahore, and met the leading figures of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya community. In his address to the 
gathering, the Quaid-i Azam said: "People think that 
I am a religious scholar and write to me asking 
questions about Islam. I pass on such letters to your 
Anjuman for suitable reply." 

As to the writing which has been misrepresented 
by the Maulvis in the Jang. the fact is that Maulana 
Muhammad Ali wrote that the original Christianity 
was only a sect of the Jewish religion, the difference 
between it and the other sects being that this sect 
accepted Jesus as the Promised Messiah, otherwise it 
was part of the same religion. Similarly, the 
Ahmadiyya Movement is that sect of Islam which 
believes that the Messiah expected by all the Muslims 
has come, and is Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. So 
the Maulana writes that the Ahmadiyya Movement is 
a sect among the sects of Islam, but the Maulvis in 
the Jang tum the meaning around entirely, and 
accuse him of saying that it is a separate religion. 
Could any distortion be greater than this? 

This is a reply to just one of the allegations. If 
you were to allow us even one-quarter of the space 
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which you gave to the Maulvis to make allegations 
against us. we would be able to reply to all their 
charges. 

- Zahid Aziz, Nottingham. ,

Second Letter (Jang, 12 December 1993, p. 5)
, In the Jang, for two weeks running there were 
articles against Mirza Ghulam Ahmad sahib. Besides 
other curious things in them. one is the assertion that 
Maulana Muhammad Ali sahib had written that the 
Ahmadiyya Movement bears the same relation to 
Islam as the Christian religion bears to Judaism. 
From this the Maulvi being interviewed drew the 
conclusion that the Lahore Ahmadis themselves admit 
that they follow a separate religion. Yet in the next 
column the same Maulvi says that Ahmadis should 
accept that their religion is separate and should not 
insist on being regarded as Muslims. Now these two 
arguments contradict each another. If Ahmadis call 
themselves Muslims then Maulana Muhammad Ali 's 
statement cannot have the meaning which the 
interviewee has sought to give it. Lahore Ahmadis are 
definitely Muslims and believe the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad to be the last Prophet. 

- Tahir Naeem, Glasgow. ,

To settle this point. we will quote the words of the 
Maulana from the Review of Religions of May 1906, 
which have been made the basis for the allegation 
mentioned above. as well as the text which follows 
those words: 

"The Ahmadiyya movement stands in the same 
relation to Islam in which Christianity stood to 
Judaism. By Christianity here is meant. not 
Christianity as it is preached or practised now. 
but the Christianity which Islam represents to 
be the true religion taught by Jesus Christ. The 
chief characteristic which distinguished 
Christianity from all other sects of Judaism 
was the acceptance of Jesus as the expected 
Messiah of the Hebrews in whom all the hopes 
and prophecies of Israel were fulfilled, and the 
chief characteristic which distinguishes the 
Ahmadiyya movement from all other sects of 
Islam is its acceptance of Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, the founder of the movement, as the 
Promised Messiah and Mahdi of the Muslims 
in whom all the hopes and prophecies of Islam 
concerning its future triumph and greatness are 
fulfilled." 
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Time and again in their literature. the opponents of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement quote just the first 
sentence, and allege that the Maulana has written that 
the Ahmadiyya Movement is a new religion which 
arose out of Islam just as Christianity was a new 
religion which arose out of Judaism. However. 
anyone caring to read the following words is left in 
no doubt whatsoever that this is most certainly not 
what the Maulana has written. On the contrary. he 
has likened the Ahmadiyya Movement to the original 
and true followers of Jesus, who were a sect of the 
Jewish religion, and not a different religion. 
However. it is too much to expect that our critics, 
after seeing the quotation in its context. will cease 
their misrepresentation. 

2. Noah's Ark "found in Turkey".

The Sunday Observer of London carries a report in
its issue of 16 January 1994 that Noah•s Ark has
been found at a remote site on the Turkish-Iranian
border by a team of scientists who have been
investigating the site for six years. Radar surveys
have revealed:

"a buried, ship-like object . . . resting at an 
altitude of 7000 feet. At 5 15 ft long and 139 
feet wide. it conforms almost exactly to the 
300 cubits by 50 cubits specified by God when 
He gave building instructions to Noah recorded 
in chapter six of the Book of Genesis:• 

The report further adds: 

"The site is immediately below the mountain 
of Al Judi. named in the Koran as the resting 
place of the Ark." 

The reference here is to the following verse of the 
Quran: "And the water was made to abate. and the 
affair was decided, and it [the Ark] rested on Al
Judi" (1 1 :44). 

Maulana Muhammad Ali, commenting on another 
verse of the Holy Quran which says "And certainly 
We left it [Noah's Ark] as a sign" (54: IS). writes in 
his footnote: 

"Of late, reports have been published in certain 
newspapers that parts of Noah's ark have been 
discovered in the snowy regions of a certain 
mountain, but it is difficult to say what truth 
there is in these reports." 

This note would have been written in about the years 
1949-1950. 
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The leader of the investigating team is David 
Fasold, "an American shipwreck specialist with no 
religious affiliation". He is reported as saying: 

"The radar imagery at about 75 feet down 
from the stem is so clear that you can count 
the floor-boards between the walls." 

The Quran too describes the ark as being "that which 
was made of planks and nails" (54: 13). 

The team leader believes that what is buried is 
"the fossilised remains of the upper deck and that the 
original reed sub-structure has disappeared." Another 
member of the team, Vendyl Jones, a Middle East 
archaeologist, is reported as saying that it is "between 
maybe and probably" that Noah's Ark has been 
found. 

The Turkish government has now become so 
convinced that "it has designated the site one of 
special archaeological interest and agreed to its 
excavation next summer." 

3. Messiahs of the Punjab Assembly in Pakistan.

On the front page of the Pakistani daily English
newspaper The Nation of 20 December 1993, there is
a photograph of a crowd of people gathering outside
the Punjab Assembly (a provincial legislature},
waiting to meet their members of the Assembly. The
caption under the photograph reads:

"WAITING FOR MESSIAH: People with their 
requests gather outside the Punjab Assembly to 
meet their MPAs." 

The term Messiah here is applied to members of a 
political assembly because people believe that these 
representatives can save and rescue them from their 
worldly and material troubles. This title has been 
used despite the fact that these politicians are well
known as being utterly disreputable, unscrupulous, 
and opportunistic, to say the least Yet when the same 
description is applied to an elect of God who arose to 
rescue Muslims from their religious downfall, there 
is an outcry that this title is too sacred to be emplo
yed in respect of any human being now. 

It is also said that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
was opposed only after he claimed to be the Messiah, 
and that his claim of being just a mujaddid was 
acceptable to most Muslims. It is the word Messiah 
which rankles within the hearts, despite the explana
tion that it is only a title conferred on one who still 
remains a mujaddid, and is awarded to him by God 
and the Holy Prophet due to the nature of that 
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mujaddid's work. But no one among the self-styled 
"defenders of Islam" is perturbed to see members of 
the Punjab Assembly being called Messiahs. I 

* * * * * 

Continued from page 14, first column .•. 

upon its beliefs and objectives with suspicion. Dr. 
Sir Muhammad Iqbal himself, who only a short 
time earlier saw in the Ahmadiyya community "a 
true model of Islamic life", now had to announce in 
guarded words: "Any person who believes in the 
coming, after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, of a 
prophet the rejection of whom makes one a kiifir, is 
excluded from the fold of Islam. If the Qadiani 
Jamaat holds this belief, it too is excluded from the 
fold of Islam." (Al-Fazl, 1 1  April 1916) 

[To be continued in the next issue.] 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service/or the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
La.hore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement." 
- Marmaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 

Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised in 
1951 .  
"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun." - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian 
Muslim scholar. 
"The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and 
achieving the standards of modern publications." -
Amir Ali in The Student's Quran, London 1961 .  

The Holy Quran: other translations. 

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and Russian 
are forthcoming. 

The Religion of Islam. Pp. 700 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the sources, 
principles and practices of Islam. 

" . . .  an extremely use/ ul work, almost indispensable to 
the students of Islam." - Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal, 
renowned poet and philosopher. 
"Such a book is greaJly needed when in many Muslim 
countries we see persons eager for the revival of 
Islam, making mistakes through lack of just this 
knowledge." - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Hadith. Pp. 400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Newly typeset. 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 
"(1) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English.n - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

■ NEW PRINTING ••• NEW PRINTING ■

Message of Peace, revised translation of 
lecture by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

The Debt Forgotten, by Mr. Rahim Bakhsh. 
Booklet on achievements of Ahmadiyyat. 

Introduction to Islam for younger readers, 
Question/answer booklet by Dr. Zahid Aziz. 

Books recently re-typeset and printed include: 

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran. 
Muhammad and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 
all by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

For prices and further details, information 
about other books, free catalog and free 
literature, please contact The Publications 
Manager at the address on the front cover. 
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