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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad ( 1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, irrespective of race, nationality or 
religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Ld 
iltiha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasal Alltlh (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 
The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as 
well. In Berlin, it has a large historical 
mosque constructed in the mid- I 920s. 

Achievements: 
The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 

and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French. German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 

to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, 
an eminent doctor and religious scholar, 
has led the Movement, at a time when it 
faces intense persecution and opposition. 
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Deliverance from Sin 

Only possible through true light, 
not by belief in atonement 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(In the extract below, from his book 'Kitab al-Barriyya', 
the Promised Messiah shows that human beings cannot 
be rescued from sin by believing that Jesus atoned for 
their sins through death on the cross, but by receiving 
inner light from God. This subject is topical at Easter.} 

Belief in atonement is false also for the reason that 
its purpose would either be that sins are not 
committed at all, or that every kind of sin, whether 
in respect of duty towards God or towards the 
creatures, are always forgiven on believing in 
atonement. The first alternative is evidently false. 
For, looking at the men and women of Europe, it 
appears that they could not at all escape sin after 
atonement. All sorts of sins are prevalent among 
Europe's gentry as well as its masses. Forget even 
this; look at the prophets whose faith was stronger 
than that of the others. Even they [according to 
Christian belief] could not escape sin. The disciples 
also fell victim to this evil. Thus there is no doubt 
at all in that atonement cannot be considered a 
barrier to stop the flood of sin. 

As for the second alternative, namely that 
believers in atonement would be kept exempt from 
the punishment of sin, whether they commit theft, 
robbery, murder or remain involved in the loath
some conditions of immorality. God will not 
question them at all, this notion too is absolutely 
wrong, as because of this the sanctity of the Divine 
law disappears entirely and the eternal command
ments of God stand abrogated. 

Finding God. 

The first and the greatest calamity facing man is 
that he is involved in great difficulties and doubts in 
the process of the recognition of the existence of the 
Exalted God. So much so that many a time he 
becomes a complete atheist, and more frequently he 
suffers from a degree of atheism and consequently 
he becomes bold in committing sin. The fear of the 
deadly effect of arsenic frightens him from taking 
this poison, but the fear of the Exalted God does not 
stop him from His disobedience to the same extent. 
What is the reason for this? Precisely this, that he 
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is unaware of the existence of the Exalted God, His 
Grandeur, Glory and Power. That is why he 
considers His disobedience a trivial matter and does 
not show fear, whereas disobedience of even the 
lowliest officials casts terror in his soul. Hence it is 
evident that all our good fortune lies in the realiza
tion of God. What stops the low desires from 
becoming a flood is that perfect knowledge which 
tells us that in fact God exists, and indeed He is 
Powerful and Merciful and yet also the Inflictor of 
great punishment. This is the tried and tested 
prescription which brings about true change and 
inflicts death on the rebellious life of man. 

Only means of deliverance from sin. 
Apart from this means. all other ways devised by 
the people of the world to save them from sin, such 
as Jesus' atonement etc., are infantile ideas which 
are of very limited scope and full of errors. It is 
obvious that our headache cannot be cured if 
someone else's head is hit, nor can our hunger be 
satisfied if someone else goes hungry. I say truly 
that just as a doctor diagnoses a malady or a 
surveyor measures the land, so also has my heart 
found with firm conviction that the deluge of the 
sensual desires of a man can never stop unless he 
has a shining belief that God exists and His sword 
falls like lightening on every disobedient one and 
His Mercy saves from every calamity those who 
bow to Him. 

Now I ask, what do the Gospels or the Vedas tell 
us about that God and what mirror is in their hands 
which they place before us to show His Face? If 
they have only fables and stories to tell us, then 
what satisfaction can they give us thereby? If they 
only advise us to ponder over the earth and the 
heavenly bodies and reflect over the solar system, 
then why do we need to take this advice from them? 
Do we not already know that this order which is 
perfect and established, and this arrangement which 
is the most suitable and advantageous, does prove 
the necessity of there being an intelligent Maker 
Who is wise and knowing. But there is a tremen
dous difference between the proposition that such a 
Maker is needed and this other point that we realise 
with certain knowledge that such a Maker does, in 
fact, exist. That is why a philosopher who believes 
in the existence of God only on the basis of reason, 
cannot attain to true purity and perfect godliness. 
For, a mere knowledge of need does not embody 
Divine Majesty and cannot dispel darkness. But 
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someone to whom the glory of God is revealed 
directly from heaven, he receives great strength to 
do good deeds and show steadfastness and fidelity. 
In fact his Satan meets with demise, and the rays of 
Divine glory, which keep descending upon his heart 
in the form of fresh revelations and awe-inspiring 
visions, pull him far away from every darkness. 
Can you practise evil under lightening which burns 
[ evil] and which is spreading out its devastating 
wings? Similar is the man who lives under the 
manifestation of the glory of God. His evil dies and 
the head of his serpent is crushed. This is the only 
true way with the blessings of which man can attain 
to a pure life in actual fact. Alas, the Christians 
should have shown what means the Gospels have 
supplied them with to attain this faith in the 
existence of God which bestows upon man a God
fearing eye and burns the straws of sin! How can 
sin be destroyed by frivolous methods? 

Doctrine that Jesus bore curse of sinners. 

It is a pity that these people do not understand how 
baseless is this doctrine, and what an unreal picture 
it portrays, that the sins of the entire world were 
heaped upon one man and the curse of the sinners 
was removed from them and placed on the heart of 
Jesus. This implies that after this process everyone 
except Jesus has received pure life and knowledge 
of God, while - and we seek refuge with God [in 
saying this] - Jesus was crushed under a curse 
comprising of millions of curses. But we observe 
that the sins of every man are still with him, and 
whatever has been given to him of a particular low 
desire or a tendency to exceed or fall short of the 
proper limits, that is still felt within him whether he 
believes in Jesus or not. This proves that just as the 
accursed life of those leading such a life could not 
be removed from them, so also it could not be cast 
upon Jesus. For when the curse is adhering firmly 
to its right place, how can it be transferred to Jesus? 

And it is an extraordinary injustice that every 
wicked and accursed one who declares faith in Jesus 
would be considered absolved and purified while his 
curse devolves upon Jesus. So if such an unending 
series of curses, which extends to the Day of 
Judgment, is thrown upon poor Jesus ever afresh, 
when will he be delivered of these curses? For 
whenever he will have cleared himself of the curses 
of one group, a fresh group which carries new 
curses upon its evil existence, will throw all its 
curses on him. In this way, it will be followed by 
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another group coming with its own curses. How 
will there be any relief from these continuous 
curses? This compels one to believe that for Jesus 
never again will return those days when he was 
under the light of God's love and true knowledge of 
Him. So if anything at all is gained from this creed 
it is this that these people have sought to throw a 
holy man of God into perpetual impurity. 

Light from above dispels darkness of sin. 

They have, unfortunately, left the real way of 
repelling sins, and that is to create the eye which 
sees the grandeur of God and to acquire the sure 
faith which delivers from the darkness of sin. The 
earth produces darkness, but the heaven lifts it. So 
until the heavenly light, which comes in the form of 
signs, does not deliver a heart, to claim the 
attainment of true purity is absolutely false, entirely 
untrue and an impossible idea. Hence, in order to 
escape sins, one should seek the light which 
descends from heaven along with the mighty forces 
of belief, and which grants courage and strength, 
washes the filth of all doubts, cleanses the heart and 
builds a dwelling for man as a neighbour of God. 
So pity on those people who play in the dust and 
roll in coal like children, and yet desire that their 
clothes remain clean. They seek not the true light 
and yet desire to be delivered from darkness. 

What is the true light? It is that which descends 
from the heaven in the form of satisfying signs and 
grants tranquillity and contentment to hearts. This 
light is needed by everybody desirous of obtaining 
salvation, for whoever is not delivered of doubts 
cannot be delivered of chastisement either. Whoever 
has the misfortune of not seeing God in this world, 
shall fall into darkness in the Hereafter as well. God 
says: "Whoever is blind in this (world) he will be 
blind in the Hereafter", 1 and He has indicated at 
many places in His Book that He would illuminate 
with signs the hearts of those who seek Him so that 
they would see Him and that He would show them 
His glory so that all other glories would appear 
worthless in their eyes. 

These are the very things I have directly heard 
from communication with God as well. So my soul 
cried out this is the very path that leads to God, and 
the very means to overcome sin. In order to arrive 
at the truth it is necessary that we should follow the 
path of truth. Suppositions and imaginary plans 

I. The Holy Quran, 17:72.
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cannot help us. I bear witness to this, and deliver 
this testimony before the whole world, that the true 
path which leads to God I received from the Quran. 
I heard the voice of the same God Who revealed the 
Quran, and saw the signs of His mighty power. So 
I came to believe that He is the true God and 
Master of all the worlds. My heart is filled with this 
faith just as the ocean is filled with water. So, 
having seen it for myself, I call everyone to that 
religion and that light. I have received that true 
light which lifts all the veils of darkness and turns 
the heart away from all that is alien to Allah. This 
is the only way by which man comes out of base 
passions and darkness like a snake emerges from its 
slough. I 

* * * * * 

Beginning 'in the name of 
Allah' is a miracle 

Prophecies of scriptures fulfilled 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi 

(In the first part, published in the last issue, it was 

shown that in the scriptures of world religions before 

Islam the real, personal name of God was regarded as an 
undiscovered secret which would be disclosed in the 
future. The article is concluded below.} 

Let us find out who was the person who was to 
convey the real name of God to the world. Let us 
carefully ponder over the following passages from 
the Bible: 

1. "O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy
name in all the earth." -· Psalms 8:9.

2. "They that know thy name will put their trust
in thee." - ibid. 9: 10.

3. "I will set him on high because he has known
my name." - ibid. 91:14.

4. "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord." - ibid. 118:26. Matthew 21 :9,
23:39.

5. "Both young men and maidens, old men and
children, let them praise the name of the
Lord, for his name alone is excellent. " -
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Psalms 148: 12-13. 

6. "And in that day shall you say, Praise the
Lord, call upon his name." - Isaiah 12:4.

7. "My determination is to gather the nations."
-;- Zephaniah 3:8.

8. "For then will I turn to the people a pure
language, that they may call upon the name
of the Lord to serve him with one consent."
- ibid. 3:9.

9. "They shall trust in the name of the Lord."
- ibid. 3: 12.

10. "They shall call on my name, and I will hear
them. I will say, It is my people and they
shall say, The Lord is my God."
Zechariah 13:9.

11. "And the Lord shall be king over all the
earth. In that day there shall be one Lord and
his name one." - ibid. 14:9.

12. "We will walk in the name of the Lord our
God for ever and ever." - Micah 4: 5.

13. "They shall walk up and down in his name."
- Zechariah 10: 12.

14. "And I will write upon him the name of my
God, ... my new name." - Revelation 3:12.

The above references nos. 3, 4, 6-14 indicate 
that these are prophecies about the future. These 
references also show that the excellent name of God 
is one in all the earth (no. l ); those who know His 
name, i.e. Muslims, will put their trust in Him (no. 
2,9). He who will know His name will be given a 
rank of honour (no. 3), i.e. he will be the greatest 
of all the prophets who will continuously praise God 
and call upon His name. That Prophet will be 
blessed and will convey God's name to young men 
and maidens, old men and children, and will make 
everyone remember it (nos. 4,5). He will teach 
them to start all their undertakings in the name of 
God, contrary to the teachings of the rabbis, priests 
and pundits. That Promised Prophet will teach 
people how to praise God, the Lord of all the 
worlds (no. 6). God will bring all the nations of the 
world under one flag and purify them so that they 
will serve Him with one consent and will call upon 
Him as their Lord (nos. 7,8). And in that day, i.e. 
the time of the advent of Islam, there will be One 
Lord and His name One, i.e. Allah (no. 11). The 
followers of Islam will walk in the light of this new 



6 THE LIGHT 

name for ever and ever (no. 12). How great are 
these prophecies which are fulfilled by the Holy 
Prophet and by his message in the form of Islam ! 

"Knowest thou one that can be named along with 
Him?" - The Quran 19:65. 

The Quranic assertion is that in all the languages of 
the world there is not a word which conveys the full 
significance of the word Allah. It does not have a 
plural or a dual or a feminine gender . It is not 
applied to anyone except God. E.W. Lane. in his 
classical Arabic-English Lexicon, explains it as 
"comprising all the attributes of perfection,.. This 
most excellent and perfect name was taught by an 
unlettered Prophet. He did not only teach his people 
about this Great Name but also laid his complete 
trust in Him. The Prophet was neither a king nor a 
king's son, but only an orphan in his childhood, and 
became a helpless and friendless person when he 
claimed to be the saviour of humanity. In spite of 
these hardships, he was able to weld together the 
most disunited people in the world. Those degener
ate people were set on high as it was foretold by the 
prophet David centuries before. It was the Prophet 
Muhammad who was blessed and whom his 
followers bless all over the world. The Name which 
was concealed from the world. the Name which was 
the most precious gift sought after. the knowledge 
about that Name was given to mankind by the 
Prophet Muhammad. He taught this Name about 
which the prophet Zechariah said: 

"They shall call on my name. and I will hear 
them . ... And the Lord shall be king over all 
the earth. In that day there shall be one Lord 
and his name one. " ( 13:9 and 14:9) 

This miracle happened among a people who 
worshipped different gods. However. what was 
foretold by the prophets Isaiah and David was 
fulfilled: 

"And in that day shall you say, Praise the 
Lord, call upon his name. " - Isaiah 12:4. 

"Both young men and maidens, old men and 
children, let them praise the name of the 
Lord, for his name alone is excellent. " -
Psalms 148 : 12-13. 

Jehovah cannot be the real name of God. Firstly, as 
has been discussed earlier, this name is not correct. 
Secondly, the punishment of uttering this name was 
death. Thirdly, in the above references, quoted 
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from the writings of the prophets who appeared 
after Moses, the mention has been made of a new
name of the Lord. And that new name has only 
been given by the Prophet Muhammad. The first 
revelation given to the Holy Prophet was: 

"Recite in the name of thy Lord Who 
creates." (Holy Quran 96: 1) 

In compliance with this injunction, every chapter of 
the Holy Quran starts with the words: 

"In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful. ,. 

This also shows the fulfilment of David's prophecy, 
quoted above: "Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. " The expression "in the name of 
the Lord" in the Psalms is similar to the first 
Quranic revelation "recite in the name of thy Lord".

In the Gospels the same prophecy has been 
repeated2 which shows that this prophecy was not 
fulfilled up to the advent of Jesus Christ. And 
because Jesus did not tell the real name of God (he 
did not mention Yehaweh even once in his utter
ances), therefore this prophecy cannot be said to 
have been fulfilled in his person. 

The prophecy of Zephaniah, "My determination 
is to gather the nations, for then will I turn to the 
people a pure language, that they may call upon the 
name of the Lord to serve him with one consent", 
was also fulfilled by the Holy Prophet. The 
Christian missionaries do not gather and baptise 
people in the name of God but in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

It should also be borne in mind that the name of 
God which the Holy Prophet revealed to the world 
comprises all the attributes of perfection, as stated 
earlier. Besides the name Allah, all the other Divine 
names are attributive. This only proves that there is 
only One Being towards whose real name all the 
other attributive names refer. Thus it is a great 
blessing for the world that the Holy Prophet has 
brought mankind together under one banner which 
is engraved with the words: Iii iliiha ill-Alliih, i.e. 
there is no god except Allah. And in this name 
Allah all the other Divine attributive names have 
also been comprised. 

This is not, however, an abstract discussion 
about the name of God . In previous times, the lands 

2. Matthew 21 :9, 23:39. Mark 1 1 :9. Luke 19:38, 13 :35.
John 12: 13.
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of Asia, Africa and Europe echoed with the shouts 
of Allah-u-Akbar (Allah is the Most Supreme). The 
future of mankind will also see that the nations of 
the world, however strong they become, will one 
day learn to praise the name of Allah. the Lord of 
all the worlds. I 

* * * * * 

Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal 
and the Ahmadiyya 

Movement - 2 

A chronological survey of his 
relationship with the Movement 

by Maulana Hafiz Sher Muhammad 

(It was shown in the first part that during the life-time of 

the Promised Messiah and of his successor Maulana Nur

ud-Din, Dr. Iqbal spoke very highly of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement and its work, looked upon Its leaders as 
authorities on Islam, and even worked in co-operation 

with its Islamic propagation activities. The article now 

traces lqbal's disillusionment with the Movement which 
began with the Split in 1914 when Mirza Mahmud 

Ahmad and the Qadianis started promoting new-tangled 
doctrines, such as the continuity of prophethood.) 

With the death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din in March 
1914. Mirza Mahmud Ahmad. who up to that time 
had had to restrain himself because of the towering 
personality of Maulana Nur-ud-Din , now began to 
preach and propagate his extreme beliefs regularly 
and freely. He announced plainly and blatantly that 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a prophet in 
actual fact, and that anyone who did not accept him 
was a kiifir and expelled from the pale of Islam. 
With this announcement. all the mischief which had 
been dying down came to life again, and the daily 
increasing popularity of the Movement among the 
Muslims was replaced by a rising storm of disgust 
and revulsion . Those very people who had been 
unfailingly praising the knowledge produced by the 
Ahmadiyya Movement as well as its work of 
propagating Islam. now looked upon its beliefs and 
objectives with suspicion. Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal 
himself. who only a short time earlier saw in the 
Ahmadiyya community "a true model of Islamic 
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life". now had to announce in guarded words : 

"Any person who believes in the coming, 
after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, of a 
prophet the rejection of whom makes one a 
kiifir, is excluded from the fold of Islam. If 
the Qadiani Jamaat holds this belief , it too is 
excluded from the fold of Islam." 1 

This statement was cautiously worded because 
Dr. Iqbal knew that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
had neither claimed to be a prophet nor declared 
those who did not believe in him to be kiijirs and 
expelled from Islam. Therefore he made this 
statement in a hypothetical form. In these words Dr. 
Iqbal completely exempt Hazrat Mirza and the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama'at because he knew that 
these beliefs were not held by them. 

Thus the Ahmadiyya Movement was split in two 
upon the death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din over the 
question of declaring Muslims as kiifir. At that 
juncture, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad made a very 
telling comment in his newspaper, as follows: 

"For some time. there had been two parties 
in this Movement over the question of takfir. 
One party believed that non-Ahmadis are 
Muslims even though they may not believe in 
Mirza sahib's claims . The other party. 
however , declared openly and clearly that 
those people who do not believe in Mirza 
sahib are absolutely kiifir - innii li-lliihi wa
innii i/ai-hi raji •an. The head of the latter 
party is Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahm�d 
Ahmad, and this faction has now made him 
khalifa but the first group does not accept 
this. The writing published in this connection 
by Maulana Muhammad Ali , and the wonde�
ful and admirable courage he has shown m 
expressing these views while staying in 
Qadian . where the heads of the other party 
live , is truly an event which shall always be 
regarded as a memorable event of this 
year ." 2 

Continues friendly relations with Lahore Jama'at. 
Despite his disillusionment with the Qadianis, Dr. 
Iqbal maintained his good, friendly relations �ith 
the leading figures in the Lahore Ahmad1yya 

1 .  Al-Faz/, 1 1  April 1916. 

2. Al-Hi/di, 20 March 1914. 
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Jama'at, and regular visits between them continued. 
One such Lahore Ahmadi was Dr. Sayyid 
Muhammad Husain Shah, a well-known physician 
and philanthropist of Lahore. It is recorded in a 
compilation of Iqbal 's letters: 

"Dr. Muhammad Husain was a renowned 
physician of Lahore. He was originally from 
Shakar Garh and was a friend of Iqbal . He 
was a very wealthy and generous man, and 
gave thousands of Rupees for the propagation 
of Islam [to the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama'at] . 
He built the Samii Sanatorium and then 
handed it over to the government. Whenever 
Dr. Muhammad Husain Shah paid a visit to 
Iqbal, the Allama would stand up to greet 
him, and show him the same respect when 
seeing him off. The love and sincerity 
between them can be gauged from this. "  3

Co-operation in Muslim national affairs. 

In defending and promoting the national interests of 
the Muslims of India, Dr. Iqbal worked jointly with 
the leaders of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama'at. The 
following instance is recorded in the general 
Muslim press4 of the time: 

"The [Indian National] Congress decided to 
boycott the Simon Commission [set up by the 
British government] on the grounds that it did 
not have any Indian member on it. The reply 
they received was that factional differences 
among the Indians are so many that it is 
impossible to include their representatives in 
the Commission. At this point, Nawab 
Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal , 
and Maulana Muhammad Ali, head of the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama'at, issued a joint 
statement which said: 

" 'Factional differences compel us to accept, 
with an unwilling heart, the reasons given by 
Lord Birkenhead for not appointing Indian 
members to the Royal Commission. Before 
presenting a common Hindu-Muslim pro
gramme, factional differences must be re
solved. We inform our fellow countrymen and 
the Muslims that boycotting the Commission 
will lead to the destruction of the Muslims' . "  

3. Maklitfb Iqbal binllm Garllmi sahib, p. 159. 

4. Paisa Akhbar, 10 December 1927. Zikr-i Iqbal, p. 137.
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Lord Headley's visit to Lahore and lqbal's speech 
at the Lahore Ahmadiyya annual gathering. 

In 1927 Lord Headley, the famous British convert 
to Islam who had embraced Islam in 1913  at the 
hand of Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, came to India. 
During his visit he presided over one of the sessions 
of the annual conference of the Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman Isha'at Islam in Lahore. Large numbers of 
the general Muslim public, as well as many famous 
Muslim leaders, attended the session. Given below 
are some extracts from the report of the proceed
ings: 

, Proceedings on 28th December 1927. The
venue for the annual Jalsa [conference] was, as 
usual , the Ahmadiyya Buildings mosque . 
However, as today an address was to be 
presented to Lord Headley, and such large 
numbers of people were expected to attend to 
hear his reply that the space in the conference 
marque would not have sufficed, it was deemed 
suitable to hold today's proceedings in the 
grounds of the lslamia College . . . .  

, His Lordship arrived at about 3 .30 p.m. and 
took his seat on the podium amidst resounding 
cries of Allahu Akbar. As soon as he sat down,
the Hazrat Amir Maulana Muhammad Ali gave
a short address, proposing him for the chair, in 
which he said . . . .  After Hazrat Ameer, Sir Miao
Muhammad Shafi rose to support the motion, 
and said . . . . He was followed by Maulvi Zafar 
Ali Khan, who said . . . .  Then Khwaja Kamal-ud
Din spoke .. . .  After him, Dr. Shaikh Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal rose and said: 

"Sometime ago I wrote the following verse 
about Europe: Europe has polluted the foun
tains of knowledge. They say that poetry is a 
part of prophethood. It may be that God, by 
means of the efforts of our friend Khwaja 
Kamal-ud-Din and his supporters, will cause 
Europe to make these fountains pure and 
clean again through Islam. At least the time 
has come when Europe is starting to feel that 
its salvation lies in Islam, and only in Islam. 
The movement which began in 1400 C.E.,

and which led Europe to make many adva
nces in so-called civilization, has been shown 
to be unsuitable by the people of Europe 
themselves. Western civilization has been . 
shaken to its foundations. For the last two 
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centuries, it has striven to establish peace in 
the world, but has met with utter failure. Its 
well-being now depends on Islam only, and it 
is our good fortune that we see among us 
today a member of the British nobility. On 
the one side, there is a British nobleman, and 
on the other (pointing towards Khwaja 
Kamal-ud-Din) a commoner from among us." 

, Dr. Iqbal continued: 

" Muslims must be united in the face of their 
enemies who are on the attack from all sides. 
In our own country, on the one hand the 
Hindus are our enemies, bent on extirpating 
Muslims from India, and believing that they 
have no right to live in India as Muslims. 
Those who think thus are foolish. They are 
under a misconception: Islam can never be 
driven out of India. It has ruled India for 
centuries , and shall rule the hearts of the 
Indians forever. 

"Besides this, the Muslims face an internal 
danger at this time. A party has arisen among 
us, asserting that Muslims are not a separate 
entity in India. Such people are destroying 
Islam with their own hands. Islam is a 
distinct entity in this country, and Islam has 
resolved to maintain its separate identity in 
this country. Islam shall never be overcome, 
it shall triumph in the end." 

, Someone objected at this point, as to how 
Islam could triumph while it was under the rule 
of the British. Sir Muhammad Iqbal said in 
reply : 

" Do you not know that the example of the 
Tartars is being revived today? The very 
nation to which we are subject shall itself 
become Muslim. A living_ proof of this fact is 
Lord Headley who is among us. The powers 
of Islam are not limited. One age was that of 
the sword, today is the age of the pen 
(applause!). It attacks from within and 
without, and compels you to accept it in all 
ways." , 5 

"Lahore Ahmadis are Muslims with a sense of 
honour" - Iqbal's letter. 

In 1932 one Chaudhary Muhammad Ahsan wrote a 

5 .  Paigham Sulh, 4 January 1928. 
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letter to Iqbal because his brother, Hafiz 
Muhammad Hasan Cheema, who was a member of 
the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama 'at, had asked him to 
join this Jama'at and had given him some of its 
literature. After studying the literature, the letter 
writer asked Iqbal to clarify certain religious 
questions and to give his opinion about the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Jama'at. Iqbal wrote in his reply: 

"Lahore, 7 April 1932. Dear sir, Assalamu
Alaikum: 

" I  know your brother quite well . He is a very 
pious soul. You should put to a learned 
divine the questions which you have asked 
me. I can at most tell you what I believe, that 
is all. I consider all the hadith reports 
relating to the Mahdi, the Messiah and 
Mujaddids to be a result of Persian and other 
non-Arab concepts. They have nothing to do 
with Arab thought or the spirit of the 
Quran . ... 

"As to the Ahmadiyya Movement, there are 
many members of the Lahore Jama 'at whom 
I consider to be Muslims having a sense of 
honour , and I sympathise with their efforts to 
propagate Islam. To join a movement or not 
depends very much on one's personal 
inclination. You should decide for yourself 
whether to join the movement or not ... But 
indeed, the passion for the propagation of 
Islam that is to be found in most members of 
this Jama 'at is worthy of praise." 6 

Attends Hindu's acceptance of Islam at 
Ahmadiyya Buildings. 

When a well-known Hindu of Lahore embraced 
Islam in 1933, the following report of the ceremony 
appeared in Paigham Sulh:

" l st March 1933, corresponding to 4 Ziqa 'da 

1353 A.H. , Wednesday, Ahmadiyya Build
ings, Lahore. Mr. Kunya Lal Gaba, barrister 
and son of a wealthy Hindu Lala Hari Kishan 
Lal Gaba, embraced Islam. Hazrat Ameer
[Maulana Muhammad Ali] gave the convert 
the name Khalid Latif Gaba. This auspicious 
ceremony of acceptance of Islam was atten-

6. MakiJtfb Iqbal, compiled by Shaikh Ata-ullah,
published by Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 195 1 .  Part
II, pp. 230-232, Letter no. 87.
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ded by many leading Muslim figures of 
Lahore . Among these may be mentioned: Dr. 
Sir Muhammad Iqbal , Allama Abdullah 
Yusuf Ali, the Nawab of Mamdot, Malik 
Feroz Khan Noon, and Maulana Sayyid 
Mumtaz Ali." 

ms last years (1934-1938): Iqbal opposes 
Qadianis but vindicates Lahore Jama'at. 

1. When Allama Iqbal was ill in 1934, Maulana
Muhammad Ali went to visit him. Dr. Iqbal related
to him an incident showing the real beliefs of
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Maulana Muhammad
Ali refers to this in an English booklet entitled Sir
Muhammad Iqbal 's Statement Re the Qadianis, as
follows:

"But I would refer Sir Muhammad Iqbal to 
an incident which he himself so recently 
related to me when I paid him a visit during 
his sickness in October 1 934. The Founder of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement, he told me. was 
then in Sialkot - he did not remember the 
year, but it was the year 1904 as the facts 
related by him show. Mian (now Sir) Fazl-i
Husain was then practising as a lawyer in 
Sialkot, and one day while he (the Mian 
Sahib) was going to see the Mirza Sahib, he 
(Sir Muhammad Iqbal) met him in the way, 
and after inquiring whither he was going he 
also accompanied him. During the conversa
tion that ensued with the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement, Mian Sir Fazl-i
Husain asked him if he looked upon those 
who did not believe in him as kafirs, and the 
Mirza sahib without a moment 's hesitation 
replied that he did not. This fact which Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal himself related to me last 
year is a clear evidence that the Founder of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement is not responsible 
for the present Qadiani doctrine ." 

2. Maulana Muhammad Ali also reported the
following opinion expressed by Iqbal:

"Once a very eminent man, namely Dr. Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal, said that one finds many 
people who love the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, but the only person who loves 
the Quran is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad." 7 

1. Paigham Sulh, 10 May 1935 .
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3. Maulana Yaqub Khan, editor of The Light, gave
the following account of a meeting he had with a
prominent admirer and friend of Iqbal:

" I  spoke to Maulana Sayyid Nazir Niazi. 
During the conversation he said that he had 
mentioned my reference8 to Allama Iqbal. 
The Allama said that he had undoubtedly 
heard Mirza sahib say that he did not con
sider those who do not believe in him as 
being kiifir. He was prepared to testify to this 
before a gathering of thousands of people. 
The Allama also said that his statement 
published in the press related to the present 
controversy going on between the Qadiani 
Jama 'at and the general Muslims. It was not 
directed against the Lahore Jama'at ,  nor did 
it comment on the beliefs of Mirza sahib. 

"Before this, our honoured friend Raja Hasan 
Akhtar had also told me that he had spoken to 
Allama Iqbal, and the Allama had said to him 
that his statement was not related to the 
Lahore Jama'at nor to the person of Mirza 
sahib. He had before him the picture of 
Ahmadiyyat being presented to the world 
today in the form of Qadianism." 9 

Dr. Iqbal lived for more than two and a half 
years after the publication of these testimonies, and 
he read them. But he did not contradict them, nor 
did his admirers ever do so, though they lived on 
for a further thirty years or so. 

Further views expressed by Iqbal in this period. 
1 .  Iqbal was reported as having said: 

"So far as I have understood the objective of 
this movement, the belief of the Ahmadis is 
that Jesus died like any other human mortal, 
and that the return of the Messiah refers to 
the coming of a man who bears a spiritual 
resemblance to him. This belief gives this 
movement a rationalist colouring." 10 

2. When Maulana Muhammad Ali wrote his book
The Religion of Islam, Dr. Iqbal expressed the

8. i.e. the incident related by Maulana Muhammad Ali in
Sir Muhammad Iqbal 's Statement re the Qadianis, 
given above.

9. Paigham Sulh, 19 November 1935.

10. Newspaper Mujiihid, 13 February 1935. Khutbat 
Madras.
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following view on it in a letter dated 6 February 
1 936: 

"Thank you so much for your kind present to 
me of your new book The Religion of Islam. 
I very much appreciate the gift. I have 
glanced through parts of it. and find it an 
extremely useful work, almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam. You have already 
written a number of books; one cannot but 
admire your energy and power of sustained 
work . .

. 

3. Sayyid Nazir Niazi published a compilation of
the daily conversations of Iqbal which took place in
his presence. For the date 1 7  March 1938. a few
weeks before Iqbal's death, he records:

"The Allama said: On the subject of prayer 
Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan and Mirza sahib 
went to opposite extremes . . . .  Sir Sayyid held 
the view that one did not gain anything from 
prayer except inner consolation. On the 
opposite side was Mirza sahib who said that 
everything is possible by means of prayer: 
you keep on praying, and what you want to 
happen shall come about. . .  . Mirza sahib 
went to an extreme. He prayed about every 
matter, and he received requests for prayer 
on every matter. So much so that, besides 
other things such as propagation of Islam. 
debates with other religions, insistence on the 
truth of Islam, this was another factor which 
attracted the hearts towards Mirza sahib. In 
any case, prayer is a part of faith . " 1 1

It is undoubtedly true that the Imam of the age, 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, considered prayer to 
be the chief means of establishing a closer connec
tion with God. His followers also believe that only 
through prayer can any end be achieved. Prayer is 
one of the questions on which Hazrat Mirza has 
revived the original teachings of Islam, as he did in 
case of numerous other questions. What Allama 
Iqbal has said is entirely true. 

Iqbal's opposition was against Qadiani doctrines. 

Iqbal 's statements against the Ahmadiyya Movement 
near the end of his life were prompted by a conflict 
between the Qadiani Jama'at and the Ahrar 
movement, known as the Ahrari-Qadiani contro-

1 1 .  Iqbal kay huzoor nashistain aur goftagooain, vol 1 . ,  p. 
360. 

■ MARCH - APRIL 1 994 1 1

versy, which raged during the 1930s. Sayyid Nazir 
Niazi, an admirer of Iqbal who has been quoted 
earlier, wrote in an article about the l ast illness of 
Iqbal : 

"The views which the Allama expressed from 
time to time as a result of the Qadiani-Ahrari 
controversy now meant that he had to publish 
a detailed statement about the whole 
affair. "  12

Despite such intense opposition, when lqbal's 
attention was drawn to his speech in 19 10  (in which 
he had described the Ahmadiyya Jama'at as a "true 
model of Islamic life"), the answer he gave is worth 
pondering over. He replied: 

" I  regret that I do not have that speech, 
neither the original English version nor its 
Urdu translation which was done by Maulana 
Zafar Ali Khan. As far as I remember I made 
that speech in 191 1 or earlier, and I have no 
hesitation in admitting that a quarter of a 
century ago I expected good results to flow 
from this movement . . . .  However, the true 
spirit of a religious movement is not revealed 
in a day, but takes years to be manifested 
properly . The mutual controversies between 
the two parties within the movement show 
that even those people who had personal 
connections with the founder did not know 
the direction the movement would take in the 
future. Personally, I became disillusioned 
with this movement when a new prophethood 
was claimed, a prophethood superior to the 
prophethood of the founder of Islam, and all 
Muslims were declared as kafir. Later this 
disillusionment developed to the stage of 
open opposition. " 13

This statement exonerates Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad because he died in 1 908. In fact, it is 
directed against those who ascribe a prophethood to 
Hazrat Mirza superior to the prophethood of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. Dr. lqbal's statement in 
his speech in 1910 at the Aligarh College, in favour 
of the Ahmadiyya Movement, was made two years 
after Hazrat Mirza's death, and the split in the 

12 .  Iqbal, new edition. Magazine Urdu, 'Iqbal' Number, 
October 1 938. Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu, Hyderabad 
Deccan, p. 3 12. 

1 3. Harf-i Iqbal, pp. 122, 123. 
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Movement on the issue of declaring Muslims as 
ktiftr took place in 1914, six years after his death. 
All these erroneous doctrines were coined by the 
Khalifa of Qadian, Mirza Mahmud Ahmad, after the 
death of Hazrat Mirza, and had not the least 
connection with his beliefs. On the contrary, Hazrat 
Mirza battled against such doctrines throughout his 
life . 

It will have become clear to our readers from the 
various statements of Iqbal quoted above that , 
before Mirza Mahmud Ahmad declared other 
Muslims as ktiftr, the Allama held highly favourable 
views about the Ahmadiyya Movement and its 
Founder, and was deeply influenced by them. But 
damned be political tussles! A man even of Iqbal's 
stature was so carried away by the Ahrari contro
versy as to be prepared to make statements 
denouncing the Ahmadiyya Movement and its 
Founder. On the other hand, it is not only proved 
from his extract quoted above, but all knowledge
able persons also know, that Dr. Iqbal began to be 
disillusioned with the Ahmadiyya Jama'at in 1914 
when Hazrat Maulana Nur-ud-Din died and Mirza 
Mahmud Ahmad ascribed a claim of prophethood to 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, declaring that those 
who had not entered into his bai 'at were ktijir and 
outside the fold of Islam, thus dividing the 
Movement into two. 

Previously , Allama Sir Muhammad Iqbal was not 
only an admirer of Hazrat Mirza and the Ahmad
iyya Movement , but like his elder brother Shaikh 
Ata Muhammad he had formally taken the bai 'at. 
With all this evidence, every fair-minded, God
fearing person can see that, until the Ahmadiyya 
Jama'at split on the issue of calling Muslims as 
ktiftr, the Allama did not oppose the Movement. 
Moreover, no one can deny that despite his later 
intense opposition,  he never severed his friendship 
and personal ties with the prominent members of the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam Lahore. Indeed, 
on the occasions he made statements against the 
Ahmadis he also made it clear that his criticism was 
not directed against Hazrat Mirza or the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Jama 'at . 

The views he expressed about the leaders of the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama 'at in the last years of his 
life are instructive for those who think. He wrote 
the following words: 

"As to the Ahmadiyya Movement, there are 
many members of the Lahore Jama'at whom 
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I consider to be Muslims having a sense of 
honour, and I sympathise with their efforts to 
propagate Islam . .. . But indeed, the passion 
for the propagation of Islam that is to be 
found in most members of this Jama'at is 
worthy of praise ." 

All lovers of Iqbal, who celebrate 'Iqbal Day' every 
year, should ponder over these words. While he 
considered most members of the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Jama'at to be "Muslims having a sense of honour", 
possessing a "passion for the propagation of Islam", 
with whom he " sympathised", his admirers 
condemn this Jama'at. Can this be called love for 
this great man? I [To be continued}

* * * * * 

Background to the 
Abmadiyya Movement - 2 

by Shahid Aziz 

Secretary, A.A.1 . 1 .L. ,  U.K.  branch 

(The second part of this speech delivered in London 
deals with the internal condition of the Muslims at the 
time the Ahmadiyya Movement came into being.} 

Let me read out what the famous Muslims of the 
time had to say about this. There was a writer 
called Hali , who was so moved by the condition of 
the Muslims at the time, that he composed a long 
poem, known as Musaddas-i-Hali, and he says: 

"You have heard the story of the aristocracy, 
you have heard of the character of our 
scholars, and you can see the state or charac
ter of those who are supposed to be decent 
Muslims. All of them are sitting there ready 
to fall. This house is about to fall, the pillar 
has moved from its centre of gravity. This 
condition that Muslims find themselves in is 
only a foretaste of what is to actually befall 
the Muslims. Those who fall, or those whom 
the time causes to fall, eventually it tramples 
them into dust. Although there is nothing left 
in the nation , it is yet to be trampled even 
further." 

Now this is Hali , an illustrious Muslim who did a 
lot of work for Muslim reformation and so on. And 
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this is what he has to say about the condition of the 
Muslims. 

Christian attacks upon Islam. 
Of course the Christian missionaries took full 
advantage of that. First of all, because the Christian 
nations, particularly the British, ruled such large 
areas of the world, they said that it was obviously 
because God was supporting them and therefore 
Christianity was the right religion, and a part of the 
advancement of the subject peoples should be 
conversion to Christianity, particularly of Muslims. 
And governments supported that, and in the Houses 
of Parliament, people like the Prime Minister Lord 
Palmerston used to make statements saying that if 
you want to hold on to India in particular, you must 
make sure that you convert all the Muslims to 
Christianity. because if they became Christians then 
they will look to you as the mother country. 

Wrong notions held by Muslims. 

The Christian missionaries, where they had money 
and government support, had also a lot of support 
from Muslims themselves, because the concepts 
they put forward to deride Islam, to ridicule it, to 
make fun of it, were actually notions entertained by 
a great majority of the Muslim nation . Now they 
talked about the Muslim belief that Jesus was bodily 
taken up to the heavens and will one day come 
down and lead the Muslims to victory. And even 
today. if you go to Pakistan, you find Christian 
missionaries using exactly the same arguments to 
non-Ahmadi Muslims. Another thing they put 
forward were allegations against the character of the 
Holy Prophet: that the Holy Prophet married a girl 
who was six years old, that he kept certain women 
without marrying them, that he poisoned his 
enemies, that he used to send out raiding parties to 
plunder, and so on and so forth. And the Muslims 
had no reply to that because these were the things 
that they actually believed themselves. Now what 
kind of a character were they presenting of someone 
whom the Quran calls Rahmat-un lil-Alami11, or a 
blessing for this world? 

Another thing about which Muslims were 
always chided was Jihad. The allegation was that 
you cannot intellectually or rationally support your 
religion , so what you say is take the sword, find a 
non-Muslim, if he doesn't recite the Kalima you kill 
him, that is the only way you can advance Islam. 
And again , Muslims in general could not answer 
this because this is what they had come to believe . 
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Of course Christians weren't the only ones 
attacking Islam. There were the Hindu sects Arya 
Samaj and Brahmo Samaj and a lot of other sects 
and religions, who were all mainly attacking the 
Muslims. It goes back to a saying of the Holy 
Prophet, where he said that a time would come 
when the world would run to "eat away the 
Muslims as hungry people run to their dinner." The 
Companions said : "Why is that, 0 Prophet, would 
it be that Muslims will be so few?" He said: " No, 
Muslims will be multitudes." And this is exactly 
what happened . Muslims were in multitudes and the 
whole world had risen up against them. 

Orthodox Muslim reaction. 

Now what was the reaction of the orthodox? What 
they did was to say : "These people have come from 
far away with their philosophy and their technology 
and guns, and they have defeated us, so what we 
are going to do is, that because their knowledge is 
superior to ours, we are not going to listen to it, we 
are not going to go into colleges and learn Western 
education and Western science and philosophy and 
so on and so forth." Now the interesting thing is 
that the philosophy that the Muslims were defending 
wasn't Islamic philosophy, it was the old Greek 
philosophy. It was Aristotle and all these people 
that they were defending. They weren't defending 
Muhammad, sall-Allahu alai-hi wa-sallam, or his 
Companions, they were defending these ancient 
Greek philosophers against their modern counter
parts . And again , Hali speaks about this. Because it 
is instructive, I will read out a part of what he says: 

"That philosophy of the Greeks, that wisdom 
which is now nothing but deceit, which 
certainty has proved to be useless, which 
practice has made useless, that is of greater 
value to us than the revelation of God. 
Nothing can be added to or detracted from 
that. Mullahs say that the Old Testament and 
the New Testament and the Quran, people 
can forget that, and there are verses in that 
that can be abrogated. But the principles that 
four thousand years ago the Greeks wrote 
down, nothing can be added to or detracted 
from that. " 

And then he goes on to again make the same point 
that I just made: 

"But the results of modern Western research 
have been available and obvious in India for 
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the last hundred years . But our prejudiced 
eyes are so closed that we cannot see where 
the truth lies. The opinions or philosophy of 
Aristotle has complete hold over our hearts. 
If even revelation comes from God they will 
not believe." 

And indeed this is what happened, that God 
revealed to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad what was 
right and what was wrong, and yet people did not 
believe . And Hali is really hard on the traditional 
sciences and so on . He says : 

"Now they've come out from their madrasa
and they have a big turban showing what a 
big scholar they are . They can't get a job 
anywhere , they can 't speak a word in the 
court of the English, they can't even shep
herd a flock of sheep, they can't even work 
as labourers. Had they not been educated in 
these traditional ways, they could have 
earned a living by following a hundred 
different trades. This is the education that our 
traditional madrasas give, that these people 
are completely lost." 

And as far as the religion of Islam goes , the 
objections that I have said to you that Christians and 
Hindus and everyone else was raising, he says: 

"They cannot produce one argument for the 
Prophethood of Muhammad, they cannot 
show that Islam has some rights as well , they 
cannot show the grandeur of the Quran , they 
cannot tell you what is right and what is the 
truth, their logical philosophy is useless, they 
are trying to fight cannons with swords and 
daggers . "  

Modernist and rationalist reaction. 

So you see this is the reaction and the state of the 
orthodox . Now, as a reaction to that, we had a 
modernist group that started, and the man respon
sible for that was Sayyid Ahmad Khan. His attitude 
was to accept all the modern Western philosophy, 
just like 11 hundred years ago, when Muslims 
conquered various countries , when they were faced 
with the Greek philosophy Mutazila was a sect 
which appeared in Muslims , and they tried to justify 
every verse of the Quran from Greek philosophy. 
Now Sayyid Ahmad Khan took upon himself that 
role with respect to Western philosophy. He was a 
great man in that he did a lot of good for the 
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Muslims . He reformed them in many ways. He built 
a school and a college for Muslims and he got them 
learning English and Western sciences. So I 'm not 
saying that he did nothing, but where he went 
wrong was to try to justify the whole of Islam in 
terms of Western philosophy . 

So he said, for example, that prayer is solely for 
the contentment of your own heart, it makes you 
feel better, but God doesn't do anything as a 
consequence of your prayer. Suppose, he said, a 
farmer prays for rain, and someone making clay 
pots prays for sun , so what is God going to do? He 
has two prayers and they are equally justified, so 
prayer doesn 't achieve any actual result. He said 
that there is no such thing as angels. He tried to 
justify them in terms of forces of gravity and so on 
by using verses of the Qur'an where it says that the 
angels keep this world in order . And certainly those 
verses can be interpreted in that way, but he denied 
that there was anything else apart from that. He said 
that revelation wasn't an external phenomenon, it 
was something internal. It rises from within your 
own heart and descends upon your own heart. What 
he was trying to do, as I have already said, is 
completely do away with the things that could not 
be explained by what was called rational or 
scientific method . I 

* * * * * 

Gems from the Quran, 9-10 

by Mr. Mirza A.R. Baig, Texas 

Gems No. 9: Luqman's advice to his son. 

1 .  "And certainly We gave wisdom to Luqman, 
saying, Be grateful to Allah . And whoever is 
grateful, he is grateful for his own soul ; and 
whoever is ungrateful then surely Allah is self
sufficient, praised. 

2. And when Luqman said to his son while he
admonished him: 0 my son,  do not associate
aught with Allah; most surely polytheism is a
grievous iniquity.

3 . ... Be grateful to Me and to both your parents; to 
Me is your eventual coming . 

4. And if they contend with you that you should
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associate with Me what you have no knowledge 
of, do not obey them, and keep company with 
them kindly in this world . ... 

5 .  0 my son, keep up prayer and enjoin the good 
and forbid the evil , and bear patiently that which 
befalls you. Surely this is one of the affairs 
earnestly enjoined. 

6. And do not turn your face away from people in
contempt , nor go about the world exulting over
much. Surely Allah does not love any self
conceited boaster.

7. And pursue the right course in your going about
and lower your voice. Surely the most hateful of
voices is the braying of asses."

(The Quran, 3 1 : 12- 15 ,  1 7- 19.) 

The above advice is the most sound and rings true 
today as it did in the time of the Ethiopian wizard, 
and is valid for inscribing in letters of gold for the 
guidance of all sons till eternity. 

Other aspects spot-lighted above are that should 
the advice of a parent be misguided and at variance 
with the Divine edicts, it should be immediately 
turned down, though politely and in a kindly 
manner. 

Bear patiently and philosophically your lot in 
life, and be thankful to God for His countless 
mercies, bestowed upon you without asking. And 
always remember that whatever He decides is for 
your good ultimately. 

Keeping your voice low at all times and properly 
under control is another excellent advice. For, when 
you have complete command of the situation , there 
is no question of your going off the deep end and 
blowing your top. 

Briefly therefore, you must always be diplo
matic, polite and kindly in all your dealings with 
others. Even a straight rejection of a proposal with
a smile is disarming in itself ! This, indeed, was the 
first lesson in diplomacy conveyed by God some 
1400 years ago for our guidance. 

Gems No. 10: Guiding rules of life. 
Commandments given in the Holy Quran , chapter 6 ,  
verses 152-154: 

1. Remember , your Lord has forbidden you to
associate anything with Him.

2. Show kindness to your parents.
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3. Do not kill your children for fear of poverty; He
provides for you and for them as well.

4. Do not go near indecencies, apparent or con
cealed.

5 .  Do not kill a soul , except for the requirement of 
justice; you are especially enjoined in this regard 
that you may understand. 

6. Do not approach the property of an orphan
except in the best manner (i.e. to make it
profitable), until he attains maturity.

7. Give a full measure and weight , with justice.

8. You are especially enjoined to be mindful when
you speak: Be just , even though it be against a
relative.

9. Be sure to follow God's path, the right path, and
no other, lest you are led away by t ies of
relationship.

10. Lastly He enjoins you to guard against evil, in
any shape or form.

This, I reckon, is also Islam in a nutshell , as laid 
down in these three verses and supposedly similar 
to the Ten Commandments that Moses brought back 
from Mount Sinai, inscribed on stone tablets. The 
next verse, after the ones given above, runs : 

"Then We (God) gave Moses the Book to 
complete (blessings) on him who would do 
good, and making plain all things, and a 
guidance and a mercy, so that they should 
believe in the meeting with their Lord. " 

By "all things" are meant all those things needed 
for the guidance of the Israelites, including the 
prophecies relating to the advent of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad. 

The Ten Commandments are given as follows in 
verses of chapter 20 of the book of Exodus : 

3. "You shall have no other gods before me. "

12. "Honour your father and your mother." 

1 3. "You shall not kill. " 

14. "You shall not commit adultery."

1 S. "You shall not steal. " 

16 . "You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour. "

1 7. "You shall not covet your neighbour's house; 
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you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or 
his manservant , or his maidservant ,  or his 
ox, or his ass, or anything that is your 
neighbour's." 

(Taken from the Revised Standard Edition of King 
James version. )  I 

* * * * * 

Iranian religious scholar 
on Khomeini's fatwa 

Not justified or condoned by Islam 

Letter in New York Times 

(The letter reproduced below appeared in 'The New York 
Times' a year ago on 9 March 1993. It shows that some 
Muslim religious scholars are prepared to denounce the 

abuse of Islam by Muslim rulers for political ends.} 

To the Editor: 

In "Will Mullahs Rescind Rushdie Death Edict?" 
(letter . Feb. 19), Sepehr Zabih grants legitimacy to 
the tyrants ruling Iran, who distort and abuse Islam 
to justify wholesale crimes against humanity. His 
letter is an example of the myth-making in which 
"experts" on Islam indulge. 

I graduated from the same seminaries in Qom, 
Iran and Najaf, Iraq, attended by Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. There is absolutely no justifica
tion in Islamic jurisprudence for Khomeini 's 1989 
edict authorizing the murder of Salman Rushdie. 
The decree was simply another of Khomeini 's 
Machiavellian ploys to divert attention from 
growing crises at home. 

The decree is not a fatwa , because a fatwa does 
not condemn a specific person , but is a general 
statement of opinion on a particular matter. As far 
as Islam is concerned, any punishment must be 
authorized by the courts and only after due process. 

Mr. Zabih's formula on how to rescind the order 
- a consensus among "remaining grand ayatollahs"
- is inherently specious, because (1) only the
courts can issue or rescind verdicts, and (2) one
does not rescind a decree that was illegitimate in the
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first place. That said, whoever gave any ayatollah 
the right to issue a death sentence and rescind it at 
will? 

Regrettably, such sophism lends respectability to 
criminal , terrorist behavior by the mullahs. The 
rulers of Iran are not guided by Islamic precepts; 
they cloak their criminal tyrannical whims under a 
veil of Islamic jurisprudence. That is how they have 
legitimized execution of 100,000 dissidents, 
including pregnant women, in their 14-year bloody 
rule. 

Mr. Zabih is correct in saying that other Muslim 
clergymen should have denounced Khomeini's call 
to murder. As a Muslim , and member of the 
150-member [it's now 235-member] National
Council of Resistance, striving for democracy since
I 981, the writer did so and continues to do so.
Islam does not justify or condone arbitrary death
sentences - especially in reprisal for expressing
unpopular ideas. Practices such as this belong to the
dark ages.

Ayatollah Jalal Ganjei 
Paris, March 2, 1993. 

* * * * * 

Dr. Allah Bakhsh 

A brief autobiographical note 

(Dr. Allah Bakhsh, late editor of this journal and ex
General Secretary of the Central Ahmadiyya A njuman 

Lahore, who died in London in July 1985, wrote a very 

brief sketch of his life in English in a letter to the 

President of the U.K. Jama 'at Mrs. J. Khan a few days 
before his death. This letter has recently come to notice 
again, and is reproduced below, despite his expressed 

reluctance to have it published.} 

Being rather in indifferent health for the past few 
months , I am addressing this humble note about my 
connections with the Movement here and in 
Pakistan . 

I am related to the world-famous Hazrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, M.A., of blessed memory, being 
his nephew. I had the honour of living in his house 
in Ahmadiyya Buildings, Lahore, while a student. 

After joining the Punjab Medical Service and 



THE LIGHT 

being appointed member of the Chemical Examiners 
Department, I chose my residence in the Ahmadiyya 
Street. From 1934- 1942 I was issuing a fortnightly 
journal "The Young Islam", bilingual in Urdu and 
English. The main purpose was to draw the 
attention of the members towards the strengthening 
of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama 'at. I was nominated 
as a Trustee of the Central Anjuman and have ever 
remained one. 

After retirement from service, I was made 
honorary General Secretary of the Anjuman from 
1965-1972. The American reprint of the Translation 
[of the Holy Quran by Maulana Muhammad Ali] by 
Dr. Macgregor (Dr. Salam) was carried out in my 
period. 

Earlier while in Karachi in 1960, I was fortunate 
to reclaim Anjuman's Mateer lands for about 2 
million Rupees, with which have been built the 
present buildings of Central Offices at the new site 
of Lahore Darus Salaam. 

Coming back to Lahore, I was first made the 
editor of Paigham Sulh, and then also of the Weekly 
The Light. 

In 1982, I had the honour to accompany Hazrat 
Ameer Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan to participate in the 
inaugural session of the opening of the U .K. 
branch, to deliver a lecture on "The Quran and 
Science", commented upon in a later issue of the 
Islamic Guardian. Another lecture, "God speaks to 
man", delivered in Darus Salaam London was 
published in the Islamic Review, U.S .A .  

A series of articles was published in The Light, 
September to November 1983. These published 
articles, if considered of value, may be published by 
the U.K. Jama'at. However, my personal connec
tions and services as described need not be publi
cised. 

In 1983, upon your instructions, I toured the 
Ahmadiyya Jama'ats of Holland , where they 
arranged my talk at the Hague Radio, five cassettes 
of which are sent herewith to be kept in Darus 
Salaam (London) with the Imam, Mr. Muhammad 
Anwar, for reproduction if so desired. 

I have to express my gratitude for all the 
kindness and courtesy shown by yourself, your 
husband and all the other members of the U.K. 
Jama'at for their loving care they have shown me 
during my last about four years stay in this country 
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which I have enjoyed so greatly and appreciated 
immensely. 

yours ever in gratitude, 
Allah Bakhsh. 

* * * * * 

Determining the new moon 

Comments on confusion and chaos: 
ls seeing the only way of believing? 

by the Editor 

Every Ramadaan, before and during the month, 
debates and discussions are revived about the 
method of determining the start of the lunar month, 
and this year more seems to have been argued on 
this vexed subject than usual. To set the back
ground, a lunar month must always be either 29 
days or 30 days in length, often (but not always) 
alternating between the two from one month to the 
next. The traditional method for deciding when the 
next month begins is by ascertaining, on the evening 
of the 29th of the current month, whether any 
"reliable" eye-witnesses can be found who observed 
the appearance of the lunar crescent in the sky just 
after sunset. If such testimony is forthcoming, the 
next month is announced to have begun forthwith ; 
else, 30 days of the current month are completed. 

Several problems arise with this method in 
modern times . The first, affecting particularly 
Muslims in Western countries, is that there is no 
agreed source even within one country to supply the 
information about the sighting of the moon. So 
Muslims follow a bewildering variety of sources 
which may be their home country, or Saudi Arabia, 
or the "nearest Muslim country", or the first 
Muslim country to make the announcement, or local 
observation in the country of residence. The second 
problem is that even if there were one and the same 
standard followed, the date of the start of the month 
is not known until just a few hours before. Again
this causes greater difficulty for Muslims in the 
West than in Muslim majority countries because it 
is necessary to know the 'Id day well in advance in 
order to make their arrangements. 

Another problem, which affects all Muslims 
everywhere, is that in this day and age their 
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inability to determine the start of a month in their 
calendar brings Islam into ridicule. But of course, 
if you are indifferent and unconcerned about how 
others view Islam, then you do not perceive this as 
a problem. Human beings have reached the moon 
itself, and Muslims themselves with satellite 
television antenna on the tops of their houses are 
able to point these devices precisely in the direction 
of satellites orbiting the earth (as does the moon), 
knowing exactly where the satellites are without 
ever having seen them. Why must then one actually 
sight the new moon with the human eye in order to 
discover that it has appeared? 

Attempts to use scientific data. 

These problems have forced most Muslim organisa
tions to take some steps towards using scientific 
data as an aid, but these have been only half
measures because the determining factor they rely 
on is still reports of actual sighting. I quote below 
from an article by a Muslim astronomer, Dr. Mohib 
Durrani of the University of Columbia, New York, 
who also helps some Islamic organisations in North 
America to determine the new moon: 

"In USA/Canada the Islamic Society of North 
America (ISNA) has collected a group of 
individuals who are knowledgeable in 
religion and in astronomy and had decided 
that authenticated naked-eye sightings 
within USA/Canada are to be used for the 
beginning of the lunar months. . . .  some 
questions arise as to what reliance on astron
omy is allowed for determining, ahead of the 
event, the start of any particular lunar month 
at a particular location. If we consider 'visual 
naked eye sighting' as a criteria, the decid
ing factor is the actual naked-eye sighting. 
Astronomical information only indicates the 
expected location and orientation of the 
Hilal, along with 'statistical/physical• reasons 
whether the Hilal is 'old enough' (more 
precisely. whether there is sufficient lunar 
elongation and altitude) for Hilal to be seen 
by the naked eye ...  [Emphasis is in the 
original .] 

According to the method described by Dr. Durrani, 
astronomical knowledge can tell us with full 
certainty, for any given country, exactly which one 
of the following three conditions will apply on the 
evening when people look out for the new moon: 
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1. Moon sighting is entirely impossible anywhere,

2. Moon sighting is absolutely certain (in at least
some parts of the country),

3. Moon sighting is not absolutely certain, but is
probable in some parts of the country .

We notice from this that the Islamic Society of
North America (ISNA) accepts the findings of 
science as to which of the above three conditions 
applies in their region on the evening in question. If 
according to science it is condition l ,  then if they 
receive any reports of sighting of the moon, they 
reject them as being against what science has 
predicted. If it is condition 2, then they know from 
scientific knowledge that the moon is bound to be 
sighted, and merely wait for confirmation of this. 
So in both of these cases trying to sight the moon is 
simply a redundant exercise because the outcome is 
already known and accepted! 

If condition 3 applies, it really means that 
although the moon has become new it is not 
possible to predict whether it would be visible 
(because it may be too small to be sighted under 
certain atmospheric conditions). In that case, the 
procedure followed by ISNA is as described below 
by Dr. Durrani : 

"When the report is from a region within the 
Zone-Of-Uncertainty (zou), a detailed report 
is requested to either 'authenticate' the 
sighting, or to not accept the sighting. There 
is provision to accept sightings which give 
location and orientation 'near' calculated 
values . . .  'Calculations' are used only to 
compare the reported Hilal Location and 
Orientation with the calculated values, to 
check if the values are 'nearly' equal, and 
whether the reported Hilal is possible to be 
seen, in terms of its age (more precisely, its 
elongation and altitude). "  

In other words, it is already known from scientific 
data exactly where the hilal would be in the sky, 
and when ISNA receive a report of the sighting they 
accept it only if the observed position of the moon 
corresponds with scientific calculations. Otherwise, 
they reject the report as a mistaken sighting. In fact, 
they have given examples of reported sightings in 
the u.S.A. where Muslim observers claimed to have 
seen the crescent at a position relative to the sun 
which contradicted the scientifically determined 
position. These reports were rejected as not being 
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true sightings of the moon (but possibly of some 
other object). As Dr. Durrani writes : 

"When a shahaadat is reported, with all 
sincerity on the part of all concerned, the 
information has to be validated with expected 
values from positional astronomy. If the 
parameters match, within reasonable values, 
the shahaadat is authentic. If the parameters 
are not within reasonable values, then it is 
recognized that the shahaadat (witness) is of 
something, but is not of a hilal." 

Now clearly in the past, before astronomical 
information was available , for example in the Holy 
Prophet's time, such sightings would have been
accepted. So ISNA are making use of knowledge 
which was not available in the Holy Prophet's time, 
and if that is permissible then why do they object to 
relying entirely on astronomical data without the 
need to resort to observation by the human eye? 

In fact, the only purpose a sighting serves for 
ISNA is to inform them that someone has seen with 
their eyes what is already known to be there. The 
sole purpose of trying to see the new moon, when 
scientific knowledge is not available or is not used, 
is simply to discover whether it has been born or 
not. When you have that information already, and 
far in advance of the actual occurrence, why wait 
for confirmation that someone has seen it by eye? 
After all , if the new moon ever failed to appear in 
accordance with scientific calculations, it could only 
be due to a change in the moon's orbit and 
movement which would most likely cause havoc and 
devastation on earth as well , and we would not then 
be thinking about when the new month would start ! 

Therefore although ISNA stress so much that they 
consider that "the deciding factor is the actual 
naked-eye sighting", the very fact that they accept 
and use astronomical data has driven them in 
practice to give precedence to the scientific findings 
over human sightings. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam Lahore 
(u .K.) has since 1978 been fixing the Ramadaan and
'Ids dates months in advance on the basis of the
published almanac data showing the date and time
of the new moon. Whether it would be visible to the
human eye on the first evening is entirely irrelevant
since we have the knowledge that it is new. And on
every occasion the date fixed by us turns out
eventually to be the one that most Muslims in the
U .K. follow. This year we had fixed 11 th February
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as 1st Ramadaan and Sunday 13th March as 'ld-ul
Fitr at the start of 1994. And it was on the evening 
of 1 1  th March that most Muslim organizations 
including the Central London Mosque, after holding 
the usual, frantic last-minute meetings, announced 
that 'Id would be on the 13th. It is really worth 
pondering why our simple method of looking up the 
tables in an almanac has been producing the correct 
date for 16 years. 

Even in times past , when sighting was the only 
method possible, people used the best and most 
accurate means available to them, i.e. a person with 
the sharpest eye-sight looking from the best possible 
vantage-point, so that the new moon could be 
spotted at the earliest opportunity. Today, it is use 
of the published time-tables of lunar phases which 
provides the means of giving us the information 
most accurately and at the earliest. I 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 
The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha' at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement. " 
- Marmaduke Pickthall , famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 
Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people al l  over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised 
in 195 1 .  
"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali 's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun. " - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian 
Muslim scholar. 
"The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and 
achieving the standards of modern publications. ,. -
Amir Ali in The Student 's Quran, London 196 1 .  

The Holy Quran: other translations.

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and 
Russian are forthcoming. 

The Religion of Islam. Pp. 700 
Comprehensive and monumental work on the 
sources, principles and practices of Islam. 
•. .. an extremely useful work, almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam. " - Dr Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal, renowned poet and philosopher. 
"Such a book is greatly needed when in many 
Muslim countries we see persons eager for the 
revival of Islam, making mistakes through lack of 
just this knowledge. " - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Hadith. Pp. 400 
Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Newly typeset. 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 
History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 
"(I) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English. " - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 
by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual 
progress of man. 

Testimony of the ·Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

■ NEW PRINTING ... NEW PRINTING ■

Message of Peace, revised translation of 
lecture by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

The Debt Forgotten, by Mr. Rahim Bakhsh. 
Booklet on achievements of Ahmadiyyat. 

Introduction to Islam for younger readers, 
Question/answer booklet by Dr. Zahid Aziz. 

Books recently re-typeset and printed include: 

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran. 
Muhammsid and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 
all by Maulana.Muhammad Ali . 

For prices and further details, information 
about other books, free catalog and free 
literature, please contact The Publications 
Manager at the address on the front cover.
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