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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (I 83S-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

lntemational: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lli 

ilc1ha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasal Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 

About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as 
well. In Berlin, it has a large historical 
mosque constructed in the mid-1920s. 

Achinemenls: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 
1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 

after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 

(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 

after fifty years of glorious service to 

the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, 

an eminent doctor and religious scholar, 
has led the Movement, at a time when it 
faces intense persecution and opposition. 
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A brief account of my life 

From the book 'Kitiib al-Barriyya' 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(We continue here the serialisation of the Promised 
Messiah's account of his own life. The last part, which 
appeared in the July-August Issue, ended with the death 
of his father and the beginning of his experience of 
revelation.} 

In short, about forty years of my life were spent 
under the care of my revered father. Just as he was 
taken from the world, I started receiving Divine 
revelations with great intensity. I cannot say at all 
what I had done because of which this Divine 
bounty was bestowed on me. I only have an inner 
feeling that by nature my heart is so drawn to God 
the Most High, with fidelity, that nothing has the 
power to stop this attraction. This is only His 
bounty. I have never even indulged in rigorous 
spiritual exercises, nor like some of the present day 
Sufis subjected myself to intense spiritual exertions 
or gone into seclusion for forty days for worship. 
Nor did I perform any act of asceticism opposed to 
the Sunna, which would be objectionable under the 
Holy Quran. In fact, I have always been disgusted 
with such faqirs and followers of innovations who 
indulge in all sorts of novel practices. 

Undertaking Spiritual rigours. 

However, during the life-time of my revered father, 
when his death was very near, it so happened once 
that I saw in a dream an aged holy man of a pure 
appearance. He mentioned that the keeping of fasts 
in order to receive heavenly illumination is the 
tradition of the family of the Holy Prophet, thereby 
hinting that I should follow this example of the 
Holy Prophet's household. So I considered it proper 
to observe fasts for some time. However, it occ
urred to me at the time that it would be better to do 
so secretly. So I adopted the routine that I would 
send for my meal from [the women's part ofj the 
house to the men's sitting room. Then I would 
secretly give that food to some orphans whom I had 
selected beforehand and instructed to be present at 
the proper time. Thus I would spend the whole day 
in fasting, and none would be aware of these fasts 
besides the Almighty God. 

After two or three weeks I found that these fasts, 
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during which I ate a full meal once a day, were no 
hardship to me, and so I had better reduce my food 
somewhat. Consequently, from that day I started 
reducing my food until I was subsisting on just one 
piece of bread during the whole day and night. And 
thus I continued to reduce my food till it was 
perhaps only a few ounces of bread during twenty 
four hours. I continued in this way probably for 
eight or nine months, and in spite of such a small 
amount of food which would not satisfy even an 
infant two or three months of age, God Almighty 
preserved me from every trouble and calamity. 

Experience of visions. 

Among the wonders of this kind of fasting that I 
experienced, are those subtle disclosures which 
were revealed to me during that period. Accord
ingly I met some of the prophets of the past, and 
also the saints of high order who have appeared in 
this Umma. Once, while fully awake, I saw the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, on whom be peace and 
the blessings of Allah, along with Hasan, Husain, 
Ali, God be pleased with him, and Fatima, God be 
pleased with her. This was not a dream but a state 
of wakefulness. In short, in this manner I had 
meetings with many sanctified personages, an 
account of which would be lengthy. 

Apart from this, spiritual illuminations appeared 
symbolically in the form of green and red pillars, so 
beautiful and attractive that to describe them is 
beyond the power of writing. Those pillars of light 
rose straight to the skies, some of them brightly 
shining white, some green and some red. They had 
such an affinity with the heart that to look at them 
brought immense joy to it. There cannot be any 
delight in the world like that which was experienced 
by the heart and soul on seeing them. I believe that 
those pillars were manifested as a symbolic repre
sentation of the union of the love of God and man. 
That is to say, there was one light that emanated 
from the heart and another light that descended 
from above, and their union took the form of a 
pillar. These are spiritual matters which the world 
cannot recognize because they are far removed from 
its eyes. However, there are those in the world who 
are given information about these matters. 

In short, as a result of fasting for this length of 
time, the wonders that were disclosed to me, were 
various forms and types of visions. Another advan
tage that accrued to me was that after these rigours 
I found myself to be such that, when need be, I 



4 THE LIGHT 

could bear hunger with the greatest patience. Many 
a time it has occurred to me that if a strong man 
who, in addition to being heavily built, is also a 
wrestler, were compelled to starve along with me, 
he would die before I feel restless for food. This 
also proved to me that to a certain extent man can 
make progress in bearing hunger, and I believe that 
until his body can bear such hardships an ease
loving person cannot be fit for the higher spiritual 
ranks. 

However, I do not advise every one to do so, 
nor did I do this of my own accord. I have seen 
many ignorant dervishes who indulged in severe 
religious exercises and at last, because of the effect 
on the brain, went insane and spent the rest of their 
life suffering from madness. Or, they fell victims to 
other diseases such as phthisis, tuberculosis etc. 
Mental faculties of all human beings are not the 
same. Hence, no kind of severe bodily rigour can 
suit those whose faculties are naturally feeble, and 
they soon fall victim to some dangerous illness. So 
it is better that man should not, of his own accord, 
submit himself to rigorous spiritual exercises, and 
just follow the religion of humility. However, if 
there is a revelation from God Almighty, and it is 
not contrary to the resplendent law of Islam, then it 
is necessary to carry it out. But the rigorous exer
cises taught by most of the foolish ascetics of the 
present times do not have good consequences. These 
therefore must be avoided. 

Spiritual hardship was to come. 

It should be remembered that it was after having 
received knowledge from Almighty God by means 
of clear visions that I undertook a share of physical 
hardship for eight or nine months and tasted of 
hunger and thirst. Subsequently I gave up following 
this regime regularly, but still resorted to it at 
times. While all this happened, yet the phase of 
spiritual hardship was still to come. Of that, I have 
experienced these days by means of the vitupera
tion, abusive language, condemnation as kdfir, and 
insults from the religious leaders of my people, and 
similarly also through the abuse and offence from 
other ignorant ones. Whatever I have also experi
enced of this, I believe that during the thirteen 
hundred years after the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
rarely would anyone have met with it. Fatwas of 
heresy were prepared against me, proclaiming me as 
worse than all heathens, Christians and atheists. The 
foolish among the community, through their news-
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papers and journals, hurled such abuses at me that 
I have not yet found their parallel in the life of any 
earlier man. So I offer thanks to God Almighty that 
I was tried with hardships of both kinds. 

Appointed as Mujaddid of fourteenth century. 

Then, when the thirteenth century came to a close 
and the fourteenth century was about to dawn, 1 God 
Almighty informed me by revelation: Thou art the 
Mujaddid of this century. And there came a revela
tion from God Almighty: 

"Ar-Rahman, 'allama-l-Qur'an li-tundhira 
qaum-an ma undhira iibii 'u-hum wa li
tastabayyina sabila-1-mujrimin. Qul innf 
umirtu wa ana awwalu-l-mu 'minfn. " 

This means: 

"God taught you the Quran and made known 
its true meaning to you, so that you may 
warn of bad consequences a people who fell 
in errors because of generations of neglect 
and lack of admonition, and so that manifest 
becomes the path of those culprits who do not 
want to accept the true path even after receiv
ing the guidance. Tell them: I have been 
commissioned by God and I am the first of 
those who submit." 

This revelation has been printed in Barahfn 
Ahmadiyya which I wrote and published those very 
days, eighteen years ago. By carefully perusing the 
revelations of that book, it will become clear to 
everyone why and for what purpose God commis
sioned me to this service; and whether the state of 
the present age and the coming of the head of the 
century did not require that during such a period of 
the destitution of Islam, prevalence of innovations, 
and severe onslaught of external attacks, someone 
should be sent by God Almighty for the help and 
revival of the faith. 

Acclaimed by Ulama. 

At this juncture it is also worth mentioning that 
during the era of Bariihin Ahmadiyya most of the 
ulama of this country upheld my claim to be the 

mujaddid, or at least taking a very favourable view 
even the highly prejudiced did not have any objec
tion to my revelations. Most of them used to say 
with great pleasure that God had blessed the four-

I. The fourteenth century Hijra commenced in the year

1883. - Editor.
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teenth century for Islam by sending from Himself a 
mujaddid. Some of them wrote reviews of Bariihln 
Ahmadiyya, with complete sincerity, bestowing 
upon me such high praise as can be conferred on 
one who is, to the most perfect degree, righteous, 
pure-beaned, Godly, and a helper of Islam. This, 
even though that Maulvi gentleman knew that 
Bartihin Ahmadiyya contained those revelations in 
which God Almighty bad called me by the names 
'Isa (Jesus) and the Promised Messiah. 

Reaction to claim of being Promised Messiah. 

In short, as long as there was no clear claim on my 
part to be the Promised Messiah, and only being the 
mujaddid of the fourteenth century was known 
among the general public, there was no great 
opposition by the ulama. In fact, most of them 
confirmed me and followed me. But with this claim 
to be Messiah a curious sort of uproar spread 
among the ulama. Most of them deceived the public 
with various kinds of perfidy. Some of them pre
pared a statement to have me branded as kiifir, and 
with great efforts obtained on it signatures of 
hundreds of people of little understanding and 
coarse sense. However, they only fulfilled the 
prophecy written down in the prophetic traditions of 
old that the Promised Imam to come would be 
branded as a kilfir, as it was necessary that those 
pure writings come to be fulfilled. 

What is surprising is that in the claim to be the 
Promised Messiah there was nothing new which had 
not been recorded in Bariihin Ahmadiyya eighteen 
years before today. But even then the ignorant 
Maulvis raised a great hue and cry on this claim. At 
last, the result of their mischief was that discord 
was sewn in every household. A group of Muslims 
sided with me and another followed the Maulvis of 
a perverse understanding. There was another group, 
neither for nor against. 

Although my group has not at this time expanded 
in great number in the world, yet my followers are 
to be found spread from Peshawar to Bombay, and 
to Calcutta, Hyderabad Deccan and some Arab 
lands. To begin with, this group grew and blos
somed in the Punjab. Now I see that it is making 
progress in most parts of India. My followers 
comprise less of the common people and more of 
the elite. I 

* * * * * 
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The philosophy of colours 

in the Holy Quran - 3 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi 

5 

(Presented below Is the final part of the translation of 
this Urdu article dealing with the philosophy of colour 
disclosed in the Holy Ouran, and the scientific, linguistic 
and moral aspects of the question.} 

.. Do you not see that Allah sends down from the 
clouds water, then brings forth with it fruits of 
different kinds (or colours). And in the mountains 
there are streaks, white and red, of different 
colours, and others intensely black. And of people 
and animals and cattle there are different colours 
likewise. Only those of His servants fear Allah who 
possess knowledge ... - Holy Quran 35:27-28. 

The Arabic language has since ancient times pos
sessed a vast stock of words to describe colours. 
The verse under discussion succinctly refers to this 
in the words "streaks, white and red, of different 
colours, and others intensely black". It says that 
there are innumerable streaks of white and red, and 
then countless colours from these two. From the 
dim light of the stars in a dark night to the bright
ness of mid-day there are numerous degrees of 
whiteness, which increases moment by moment. All 
this is encompassed by the words "white streaks" 
and "different colours". 

In the first place, the word baid ("white") is 
plural, meaning that there are countless degrees of 
whiteness. Then by using the pronoun hti ("its") in 
the words mukhtalif-an alwanu-hti (lit. its different 
colours), it is indicated that all the colours are 
included in white, and that they reach an end with 
humr, i.e. the red-most colour which comes at the 
end of the series of colours. After this is mentioned 
ghardbfb sad, "intensely black", which is not a 
colour but is the absence and disappearance of 
colour. This is the sum and substance of the modern 
research about colour, though thousands of pages 
can be written in fuller and further explanation. 

Wealth of terms in Arabic for colours. 

Modern scientists, who believe that there are 
innumerable colours, also tell us that the knowledge 
of mankind about colour has progressed very 
slowly. They will be surprised to learn that in the 
Arabic language there have existed from the begin-
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ning scores of distinct names for the variety of 
levels and shades of white and red. Another miracle 
of this language is that, unlike other languages such 
as English, Sanskrit, Persian etc., colours are not 
named after objects. This shows that in ancient 
times the colour of an object was considered as 
having a separate existence from the object itself. In 
Arabic, colours have their own names. In English, 
for example, orange is the name of a fruit, but its 
colour is also known as orange, which is a fruit and 
not a colour. 

The third miracle of the Arabic language in this 
connection is that while in English, Sanskrit and 
other languages the strength or weakness of a colour 
is described by adjectives such as "light", "pale", 
"dark" etc., in Arabic instead of these inarticulate 
descriptions there are proper terms for these deg
rees. To explain it by a simple example, there are 
countless degrees of sweetness which your tongue 
can taste. Starting from a tiny amount of sugar in a 
glass of water, if you keep on adding more and 
more sugar, your tongue will detect increasing 
levels of sweetness. But how can you describe these 
levels other than by words such as slightly sweet, 
mildly sweet, extremely sweet etc.? A perfect 
language, however, will have a different word for 
each degree of sweetness that can be tasted. 

There is no doubt that an unlimited gradation can 
only be described by dividing it into a limited 
number of degrees. Therefore even a comprehensive 
language is confined to giving the names of a finite 
number of levels. To show this miracle of the 
Arabic language in full detail requires a great 
research into the Arabic lexicon, but here we can 
give a few examples. Degrees of whiteness are 
described by the following words in Arabic: abyad, 
yaqaq, lahq, wadih, nasi ', hijan, khiilis. These 
seven grades of white start from "discernable 
white" and go to the extreme of "pure white." 
Besides these degrees of white, as regards things 
which can be white such as man, woman, horse, 
camel, ox, cow, ass, sheep, goat, deer, cloth, 
silver, bread, grapes, honey etc., there are separate 
words for each one of these when it is white. For 
instance, a white man is called azhar, while a white 
woman is known as ru 'baba. Then there are several 
words for a human being according to the whiteness 
of colour. 

The rose in Arabic is called ward, but if it is 
white it is not, as in other languages, called a white 
rose but is known as watbir. A white mountain is 
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khaugh while a white stone is yarma '. Likewise, for 
minerals, trees, fruit and animals, there are separate 
names when they are white. Each animal has differ
ent names according to the colours of certain of its 
limbs. For grades of the red colour, the following 
words are used: ahmar, ashqar, aqshar, ashkal, 
sharq, madammay, madamah. A full explanation of 
these would require much space. 

To summarize, in the whole world the language 
of the Arab nation is so comprehensive, in literary 
and intellectual terms, that it holds an unrivalled 
position among all the languages. Therefore this 
was the only suitable language for the final revealed 
word of God. 

Mental and spiritual colour-blindness. 

It has been explained earlier that the advancement 
of man's knowledge of colours has been painfully 
slow. Greece was the cradle of philosophy and 
learning, and yet a philosopher like Aristotle knew 
of no more than three colours. The Chinese excelled 
in art, but their knowledge of colour too was 
deficient. In the Vedas of the Hindus there is no 
distinction between green and yellow, or black and 
blue. Hundreds of mantras of the Vedas refer to the 
sky, but its colour is not described as blue. The 
blackness of smoke is referred to by the word for 
blue, and it is clear that in the Vedas there is no 
distinction between the black and blue colours. 

There is another sense in which the Vedas 

mention colour, which we deal with now. It is 
acknowledged that the number of colour-blind 

people in the world is only a few per million, but 
there are untold numbers of those who are mentally 

colour-blind. Almost the whole of the West and the 

Hindu Aryas are colour-blind in a spiritual sense. 

These nations consider the physical colour of human 

beings, white or black, as the criterion for superior
ity or inferiority of nations and castes, whereas the 

apparent colour of a man is not any indication of 
how good or bad he is. 

The word for colour in the language of the 

Vedas is vam, but it is also used to mean caste. The 

word vam is really derived from the Arabic word 

lau,i (colour). The letter lam of the Semitic lan

guages often gets changed into the letter r of the 

Aryan languages. Hundreds of words of Sanskrit are 

derived from Arabic words. Superiority of colour is 

so important with the Hindu nation that all its 

sacred literature, from the Vedas to the Shastras, is 
full of its mention. For example: 
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1 .  vam ja - from the same caste, or of the same 
colour. 

2. vam jayanas - superior by caste, or of a good
colour.

3. vam tava - of another caste, or another colour.

4. vam dhann - occupation of one•s own caste.

S .  vam vostha - caste division.

6. vam dev - god of one•s caste, Agni of the
Brahmins, Indra of the Kashtaris. Vishva deva of
the Vesh.

1. vam samyog - marriage in one•s own caste.

8. vam sansarg - marriage in another caste, or
forbidden marriage.

Several other such examples of the use of the word 
for colour meaning caste can be given. 

Likewise in the mantras of the Vedas. white 
colour of skin is considered superior and dark 
colour is treated with scorn and contempt. In the 
Rig Veda a distinction is made between the colour 
of the Aryas which is described as white, and the 
colour of the reviled enemies the Dasyus which is 
black. Non-Aryas are referred to as the black caste 
or as those with black genitals. 1 and it is said that 
they should be killed by the god Indra. 2 

Scientific miracle of the Quran. 

A man•s deeds and morals have nothing to do with 
the colour of his skin but are related to his colour
ing with spiritual and godly attributes. Only a few 
people are blind to physical colour. but there are 
plenty of those who are spiritually and mentally 
blind. Referring to this. the Holy Quran says: 

"Surely it is not the eyes that are blind but 
blind are the hearts which are in the breasts. •• 
- 22:46.

These people consider the physical white colour to 
be superior to black. In fact, the true colour of 
something is not what you see. The colour you see 
is the light which is reflected back, and is not 
absorbed, by the thing. The rose undoubtedly looks 
red. but when viewed in pure green light it does not 
look red, nor can its red colour be seen in the dark. 
Everything absorbs some colours from white light 
and reflects others back which strike our eyes and 
create an impression of colour. What appears to us 
as white absorbs very little light, and that which 

1 .  Rig Veda. mandal 2, sukt 20, mantra 1.

2. Rig Veda, mandal 1 ,  sukt 130, mantra 8.
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absorbs all the light falling on it appears to us as 
black. Colour is an illusion of man's mind, and not 
a fault of the eye. And just as the world is suffering 
from an illusion regarding physical colour. similarly 
these nations are spiritually and morally blind. 

Great service of Quran and Holy Prophet. 

The Holy Quran has laid the world under a debt of 
gratitude by teaching that the value and excellence 
of a man is not related to his physical colour but to 
the colour of the Divine light and attributes within 
him. While explaining the nature of colours in the 
verses being discussed here, the Quran says: 

"And of people and animals and cattle there 
are different colours likewise." 

Are not asses, oxen, and even stones of white and 
red colour? Are there not among the white nations 
people who are stupid, unwise and of bad character? 

A man 's deeds and morals 
have nothing to do with 
the colour of his skin but 

are related to his 
colouring with spiritual 

attributes. 

An ass still remains an ass even though it may be 
white in colour, and a man being white can still be 
an ass. 

To draw a distinction between white and black, 
and to rob non-white nations of their rights, is 
another kind of blindness of colour. It was because 
of this likeness that the dajjal is described in the 
prophecies as blind in one eye. As regards scientific 
discoveries and knowledge of the physical world, 
his sight is very bright, but from the spiritual and 
moral view-point these nations are blind of colour. 
During the last world war it was emphasised with 
great force that the Nazis despised the non-white 
nations and were proud of their Aryan blood and 
white colour. However, this evil was not just 
limited to the Nazis among the German people but 
is an illness spread among other European nations 
as well. I 
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Instructions for the 

Ahmadiyya Jama'at - 4 

Our organizational system 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali 

(We continue the translation of the Maulana 's Urdu 
booklet written as a guide book for the members of the 
A.A.I.I.L.,  summarizing the aims of the Movement and 
laying down the basic duties of the members. In the last 
part, he started dealing with our organizational system 
and structure, and this is continued below.} 

4. Respect for and trust in one another.
For the running of the organization of the commu
nity, another essential requirement is that the
workers must respect, trust, and think well of one
another. When those who are working mistrust one
another, the work suffers badly. If the workers are
godly and selfless, there is as a result less occur
rence of mutual mistrust. However, there could still
be misunderstandings. Sometimes, a doubt or
suspicion keeps on developing in a person's heart,
till it reaches a dangerous level . Then that suspicion
is propagated, in the form of criticism, from one
person to another till it damages the unity and the
organization of the community.

Therefore, first of all what is needed is that you 
should think well of your fellow, as far as possible. 
When he does something which can be represented 
both in a good light and in an adverse light, you 
must refrain from taking it in the bad sense. If you 
have a complaint against a worker, then instead of 
harbouring it in your heart, so that it takes root 
there, or spreading it to all and sundry, you must 
take it to those people who can rectify it and who 
can hold the worker concerned to account. 

Workers will always make mistakes. The best 
way of rectifying these mistakes is to bring them to 
the notice of responsible officers. Along with this, 
I will also emphasize that anyone appointed in this 
Movement to some office, no matter how high or 
great, is responsible before Allah and before the 
people for properly discharging the trust placed in 
his hands by the community. Nonetheless, mistakes 
are mistakes, and if he turns from the right way it 
is the duty of the community to set him straight. 
This is just as the Khalifa Abu Bakr, when 
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accepting his office, said: if I deviate, you must set 
me right. 

This is also needed today, so that while on the 
one hand we honour those who work in the way of 
Allah, on the other hand we must be prepared to 
call them to account for their mistakes. And this 
cannot be done except if all the members of the 
community take so much interest in each and every 
work of the Movement as if it were their personal 
work. 

5. Collective community work.

The fifth requirement of our system of organization
is what has just been mentioned, that all the mem
bers of the community must take so much interest in
the works of the Movement that they give them
priority over their personal business. Practical
inaction among the Muslims has reached the extent
that when associations and committees are being
formed everyone wants to gain some position or
office. However, as to doing the work, people do
not even attend the meetings . A Muslim's behaviour
should be the opposite of this. There must be no
desire in his heart to be appointed to some position
or office, but when he is assigned a work or respon
sibility by collective agreement he must do it with
such fervour and care that it becomes more impor
tant to him than his own business.

I wish that our Jama'at does not let this weak
ness creep into it which is prevalent among Muslims 
generally. The attitude of our members must be that 
the work is the work of God; whether I am chosen. 
to do it or my brother, it is the same to me. If I am 
chosen to do some work, I must not shirk the 
responsibility but rather accept it cheerfully and 
exert myself fully to complete the task. The Holy 
Quran contains the command to honour collective, 
national works. Such a work is described as amr 
jdmi', indicating that it is so important that all those 
who are called for it must come together for it (jam' 
- gathering together). In fact, it is ordered that,
having gathered together, they should not leave
without the permission of the imam or the head.
Similarly, when the members of the Movement are
consulted on some matter, everyone must play his
part in the consultation as far as his understanding
allows.

Our progress. 

Nothing in the world remains static. When a nation 
stops progressing, it necessarily starts declining. 
Till a certain time the Muslims possessed the urge 
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to go forward in the world, but as soon as this urge 
came to an end the process of national decline set 
in. Eventually the stage was reached where sons of 
the Muslims began to join Christianity and Hindu
ism. Whether that number is small or large is not 
the question, but there is no doubt that this is a 
backward step. Unless we too tum our attention to 
making our Movement progress, decline will set in. 
Therefore each one of us must think about the ways 
in which our Movement can progress. 

1. Zeal and conviction of faith.

The most necessary requirement in the advancement 
of the Jama'at is that the fervour of faith of the 
members of the Jama'at should grow. Any commu
nity's strength depends on the zeal which it feels 
towards its particular objective. It is generally 
observed that in the works of the Muslims the urge 
of faith is largely absent, and this is why whatever 
they set out to do remains lifeless. It was the 
fervour of faith by which the Sahllba achieved the 
impossible. They were few in number but their pure 
souls were filled with the zeal of faith by which 
they overcame the greatest tribulations and the 
darkest difficulties. The conviction was so firm in 
their hearts that Islam was destined to triumph, and 
that ultimately people would submit to the greatness 
of God, that even obstacles as great as mountains 
could not stand in the way of this faith. 

Today, however, faith in the final triumph of 
Islam has died from the hearts of the Muslims, 
except for a few, and the apparent circumstances 
seem to be opposed to it. Therefore it was essential 
that God Himself re-kindle this flame anew in the 
heart of a man, so that sparks from it bring dead 
hearts to life, and those hearts become filled with 
the faith that even mountains will crumble before 
the spiritual might of Islam and the Quran, and 
Islam shall triumph in the world despite its utter 
powerlessness and helplessness. All visible means 
of the success of Islam had entirely ceased to exist, 
and it was impossible to create faith in its success 
except by God Himself regenerating it in a man's 
heart. Therefore God filled the heart of the Muja
ddid of the time with this conviction, and sparks 
from the fire which was kindled within him illumi
nated the hearts of those who joined him. I 

[To be continued} 

* * * * * 
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Speech at Columbus Convention, July 1994: 

Women in Islamic teaching 

by Mrs. Sabiha Saeed, Pakistan 

(Mrs. Saeed participated In the Convention at Columbus 
as a delegate from Lahore, Pakistan. We reproduce 

below the first part of her most comprehensive speech, 
which was very well-received.I 

..Surely the men who submit and the women who 
submit, and the believing men and the believing 
women, and the obeying men and the obeying women, 
and the truthful men and the truthful women, and the 
patient men and the patient women, and the bumble 
men and the humble women, and the charitable men 
and the charitable women, and the fasting men and the 
fasting women, and the men who guard their chastity 
and the women who guard, and the men who remember 
Allah much and the women who remember - Allah 
has prepared for them forgiveness and a mighty 
reward."  - The Holy Quran, 33:3S. 

These words of the Holy Quran state clearly that 
man and woman are equal in the sight of God and 
that each will be rewarded according to his or her 
beliefs and actions. The righteous, whether men or 
women, are promised forgiveness and a place in 
heaven while the sinners, whether men or women, 
will be punished according to their deeds. Allah 
goes on to say: 

"I will not waste the work of a worker, 
whether male or female, the one of you being 
from the other. " - 3:  194. 

The Quran further explained: 

"And whoever does good deeds, whether 
male or female, and he (or she) is a believer 
- these shall enter the Garden, and they shall
not be dealt with a jot unjustly. " - 4: 124.

Spiritually, therefore, a woman can attain excel
lence same as that of any man. Where the Holy 
Quran speaks of the great prophets of God, saying 
"and mention Abraham in the Book" ( 19:41), "and 
mention Moses in the Book" (19:5 1), and so on, it 
speaks of a woman in exactly the same terms, 
saying "and mention Mary in the Book" ( 19: 16). 
No other religion has given such a high spiritual 
position to a woman. 
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Instances of righteous women in the Quran. 

Even in her childhood, Mary's purity and devout
ness so impressed a prophet, Zakariyya, that he was 
moved to pray to God: 

"My Lord, grant me from Thee goodly off
spring." - 3:38. 

As she reached adulthood, her spiritual stature grew 
to a height where the angels brought this message of 
God to her: 

"O Mary, surely Allah has chosen thee and 
purified thee and chosen thee above the 
women of the world." - 3:42. 

Besides Mary, the mother of Moses and even the 
wife of the Pharaoh, living in that house of sin and 
idolatry, are mentioned as having received Divine 
revelation, the supreme gift of God. Although not 
given prophethood, they were blessed with the same 
nearness and communication with God as were 
prophets. This was the spiritual eminence to which 
women could rise and did rise, according to the 
Quran. 

One cannot but be over-awed by the pedestal on 
which God has placed the devout and righteous 
women. In the Quran it is revealed: 

"And Allah compares those who believe to 
the wife of the Pharaoh. Behold, she said, 
My Lord! make for me an abode in the 
Garden close to Thee and deliver me from 
Pharaoh and his work and deliver me from 
the wrong-doing people. And [Allah next 
compares the believers to] Mary. daughter of 
Amran, she who took care to guard her 
chastity, so We breathed into him Our inspi
ration while she declared her faith in the 
revelations of her Lord and His scriptures, 
and she became of the devoted ones to 
prayers and obedience to Him." - 66: 12-13. 

Here believing men are compared to these saintly 
women, making them a symbol of purity and 
Godliness. 

Views of other faiths. 

This is in sharp contrast to the common belief of the 
Christians and the Jews where women are supposed 
to be an embodiment of evil, the instigator of man 
to sin. According to the Old Testament, Satan 
initially tempted Eve who made Adam eat the 
forbidden fruit, resulting in their banishment from 
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paradise. In contrast the Quran says: 

"And We said: 0 Adam, dwell thou and thy 
wife in the garden and eat from it a plenteous 
food wherever you wish, and approach not 
this tree, lest you be of the unjust. But the 
devil made them slip from it, and caused 
them to depart from the state in which they 
were." - 2:35-36. 

According to this, it was not the woman who 
enticed man in doing what he was not supposed to 
do. The Satan led astray both of them, both being 
equally at fault, one not being better than the other. 

Thus, the Quran liberated woman from this 
stigma of originating sin. The Quran also describes 
the Jewish society as the one that separates women 
from men and keeps them out of the activities of 
their society. God, therefore, does not approve of 
such a division in the Muslim community. 

Hinduism goes still further in relegating women 
to the status of chattel or property by totally annihi
lating the identity and dignity of women, she being 
taken as property in inheritance, being shared by 
brothers and forced to burn with her husband on the 
funeral pyre. Islam, on the other hand, encourages 
widows to remarry and lead a normal life. Death is 
part of life and should be borne patiently as the will 
of God and for those left behind life must go on. 

A Muslim woman saint. 

During the lifetime of the Holy Prophet and in the 
fourteen centuries since then there have been many 
women saints whose spiritual favours were sought 
by very devout men who were saints in their own 
right. One such lady was Rabia Basri. Few have 
attained her spiritual excellence. It is said that when 
she went for pilgrimage, it took her many years to 
reach Makka as she would say two raka 's of prayer 
after every few steps. When she neared Makka she 
saw in a vision that the Holy Ka'ba itself had come 
to receive her. Unmoved, she said: "It is not for 
you that I have come here but for the sake of my 
God." This was the strictness of her belief in 
tauhid, the Oneness of God, that even the Holy 
Ka'ba could not share in it. 

Material position. 

Besides spiritual equality, Islam has done woman a 
very great favour by granting her social and eco
nomic equality and liberated her from the intellec
tual shackles in which society had bound her. 
Arabia and generally in the contemporary societies 
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of those days. women had no right to inherit and 
own propeny. to have the freedom to choose her 
husband and not in the wildest imagination to have 
the right of divorce. Islam not only gave them these 
basic rights but women were also at liberty to 
expand their intellectual horizons. to acquire knowl
edge of all sons. to go about their daily tasks 
unhindered. to manage trade and business and. in 
short. to take part in all political, social and eco
nomic activities. 

Let me make it clear at the outset that in the 
ideal society envisioned by Islam. man is the pro
vider for his family. his wife. his children and other 
dependents. He is the bread-winner. while woman 
is provided for by man to look after the home and 
hearth. to bring up the children. giving them the 
right values and providing an atmosphere where 
they grow up to be useful citizens. In this arrange
ment. in my humble opinion, a woman has a better 
deal. She is not required to worry about how and 
from where to meet the varied material demands of 
a family. Her job is to manage and maintain in the 
best possible way whatever is given to her. 
Although it is primarily her duty to bring up the 
children, in the best Islamic traditions. it is the man 
who is ultimately held responsible for the moral and 
spiritual well-being of his family and he shall be 
asked to answer for it. 

Time and again, man is admonished to treat his 
wife and family well, to look after their comfort 
and to keep them happy. The Holy Prophet said: 

"The most perfect of the believers in faith is 
the best of them in moral excellence and the 
best of you are the kindest of you to their 
wives. " 

In his last sermon at Hajj, he said: 

"O my people! you have certain rights over 
your wives and so have your wives over you. 
They are the trust of Allah in your hands, so 
you must treat them with all kindness. "  

Women's participation in society. 

While the woman is given the assurance of a secure 
home, loving care and protected from the rough and 
tumble of the outside world, she is in no way 
confined physically or mentally to the four walls of 
her house. She is free to seek knowledge. to do 
business. to follow the profession of her choice. 
even to take part in battles. She can do all this and 
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more. not as a compulsion but as a matter of 
choice. During the lifetime of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. the Righteous Khalf/as, and even in
later times, women took full part in religious. 
political. social and economic activities. During a 
sermon in the mosque. the Khalf/a Umar was 
advising men not to settle so large a mahr (obliga
tory wedding gift) on their wives which they would 
later on find difficult to pay. At this. a woman got 
up and addressing the Khalf/a said: 

"O Umar! how can you take away our right 
which God has given us because in the Quran 
it is written that even if you have given a 
heap of gold to your wives. do not take it 
away from them . ..

At this. the great Khalifa remarked: "The women of 
Madina know the religion better than Umar. " This 
goes to show that women in the Islamic era not only 
came to the mosques to pray but took full part in 
the discussions that took place there. 

In the reign of the Khalifa Umar, the super
intendent of the market in Madina. looking after the 
economic life, was a woman. During the period of 
the Khal[fa Ali. the lady Aisha. revered wife of the 
Holy Prophet. took part in the battle of Jamal, so 
named because she was in the battlefield astride a 
camel. About a fourth of all reliable Hadith reports. 
the sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. are 
related on the authority of the lady Aisha. 

It is. therefore. theoretically and practically the 
teaching of Islam that woman is in no way, intellec
tually. physically. or economically inferior to man. 
It is only that different roles are assigned to each in 
the home and in the society. there being no rigid, 
inviolable barriers between the two. The rights of 
women are so securely guarded because it is in the 
nature of man to overstep his rights and ignore his 
duties. while women by nature are more obedient 
and pliable. So it is to guard against this injustice to 
women that so much stress is laid in Islam on their 
welfare and care. 

F.conomic status. 

A great favour of Islam to women. and a giant leap 
in liberating her from the unjust clutches of man, 
was to give her economic independence and allow 
her to maintain her identity both before and after 
marriage. Nowhere in Islam is found the concept of 
the change of the second or surname to that of the 
husband after marriage. Though forming a part of 
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the new family, she retains her identity as an 
individual . Also to help her to do so, the husband is 
required to settle a mahr on her at the time of 
marriage cognizant to his economic status. Because 
it is only if you have some financial standing that 
you can assert your right and lead a dignified 
life. I 

/To be continued] 
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Speech at Columbus Convention, July 1994: 

Prophecies relating to the 

Promised Messiah - 2 

by Fazeel Sahukhan 

Vancouver, Canada 

(At the end of the first part in our last issue, the prophe
cies about Gog and Magog and the Dajjal were being 
discussed. Below is the remainder of the speech.) 

In Hadith reports we are warned that: 

"There is no tribulation greater than that of 
the Dajjal , from the creation of Adam to the 
Day of Resurrection. "  

The tribulation of  Gog and Magog i s  spoken of in 
clear terms in both the Holy Quran and the Hadith, 
but instead of Dajjal, the Holy Quran speaks of 
another great tribulation in the form of the Christian 
doctrine relating to the Divinity of Christ. It de
nounces this doctrine in the strongest terms as the 
greatest of all tribulations for humanity . 

We are told in chapter 19:90-91 in the Holy 
Quran: 

"The heavens may almost be rent thereat, and 
the earth cleave asunder, and the mountains 
fall down in pieces, that they ascribe a son to 
the Beneficent! "  

I t  further states that such a doctrine was never 
taught by Jesus Christ. In fact, it speaks of it as just 
the opposite of what Christ taught: 

"And when Allah will say : 0 Jesus, son of 
Mary! Didst thou say to men, Take me and 
my mother for two gods besides Allah? He 
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will say: Glory be to Thee! it was not for me 
to say what I had no right to say. . . .  I said to 
them naught save as Thou didst command 
me: serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord ."  
- 5 : 1 16-1 17 .

Thus the doctrine of  the Divinity of  Jesus, 
according to the Holy Quran, cannot be ascribed to 
Christ but to Antichrist; and though the Holy Quran 
does not mention the name of Dajjal or Antichrist, 
it speaks of the Antichrist as being the manifestation 
of the erroneous Christian doctrine of the sonship of 
God. 

Description of Dajjal. 

A description of Dajjal or Antichrist has been given 
in Hadith. Dajjal is described as strongly built, 
having a white and sparkling complexion and the 
hair on his head will be short and curly. All of 
these three descriptions are peculiar to the general 
appearance of the European nations. Generally 
speaking, these people are of good size and quite 
stout and strong. Their hair is short and curly so 
much so that even most of their women have their 
hair cut short . Their colour is white and shining. 
Thus these particular points in the description of the 
Dajjal quite fit in with the physical appearance of 
the nations of Europe. 

We are also told of the Dajjal that his right eye 
would be blind and his left eye brilliant like a 
shining star. The interpretation put upon this 
prophecy by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is quite 
fascinating. He said: the two eyes of man are those, 
with one of which he sees the spiritual or religious 
matters, and the other with which he sees the 
worldly or material things. And since religion and 
spirituality occupy a higher position than things 
physical and material . the lack of vision in the right 
eye means that Dajjal will have very little interest in 
matters religious and spiritual, and this is true of 
the European nations of today . Their whole interest 
lies in things physical and material and their prog
ress along these lines is unparalleled. This is what 
is meant by the statement that his left eye will be 
like a shining star. That is, he will be able to see 
such things in the world of matter as will elude the 
understanding of other people. His spiritual eye, 
however. will be devoid of all lustre, because all his 
energy will be exhausted in the material world . It is 
indeed a wonderful exposition and exactly in accor
dance with what the Holy Quran says about the 
Christian nations: 
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"Those whose effort goes astray in this 
world's life and they think that they are 
making good manufactures." -18:104 

The Muslim who recognized Dajjal. 
Now, we have been told in Hadith reports that the 
Dajjal will be recognized by a particular man from 
among the Muslims. One such report says: 

"A person from among the believers would 
say: I will go up to this man and see whether 
or not he is the person against whom the 
Prophet of God had issued a warning." 

This proves that these signs were not to see a literal 
fulfilment but a metaphorical one; so that a man, a 
man of extraordinary vision, would be needed to 
grasp their inner significance and their timely 
fulfilment in the appearance of Dajjal in the sense in 
which it was intended to come about. 

A century ago when Muslims of the world were 
absolutely ignorant about the identity of Dajjal and 
Gog and Magog, when no one even suspected that 
it was these nations that had established supremacy 
in the whole world, but rather were obsessed with 
the idea that Dajjal would be a strange kind of one
eyed man - at such a time God enlightened Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and granted him the knowl
edge that Dajjal and Gog and Magog were no other 
than these very people who were in complete 
control of the world, and whose worldly eye was 
extremely sharp and whose spiritual eye equally 
blind. He proclaimed in the year 1891 C.E. at the 
top of his voice: 

"This is the Dajjal about whom the Holy 
Prophet spoke." 

It must be remembered that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad was the only man who raised his voice 
saying this and it is written in the Hadith about the 
truthfulness of this man. It is written: 

"This man is the closest to me in respect of 
position." 

Again it is written: 

"He is the greatest man as a witness before 
the Lord of the Worlds." 

To recognize and proclaim the identity of Dajjal 
before the world, is stated to be the most important 
evidence which a Muslim can give, and that evi
dence was given, first of all , by the Founder of the 
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Ahmadiyya Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad. 

The Promised Messiah. 

It must be accepted as well as appreciated that none 
but the person to whom was revealed the real 
significance of these prophecies, and whose hands 
laid the foundations of that preaching of Islam 
which is destined to bring about the predominance 
of Islam in the world - none but he can be the 
Promised Messiah of the prophecies. 

If the fulfilment of all these mighty prophecies is 
not enough to recognize the Promised Messiah, we 
have also been given specific descriptions of the 
Messiah to come, which could not be fulfilled by 
just any person on earth. Our Holy Prophet 
Muhammad left us the glad tiding that: 

"A man from amongst those of Persian des
cent will restore faith even though it might 
have gone up to heaven." 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was surely a man of 
Persian descent; his ancestors were of the Mughal 
Barias tribe. Mirza sahib was even given revelations 
from the most high God relating to his Persian 
descent. One such revelation was: 

"O sons of Persia, hold on to Unity (of God) 
hold on to Unity." 

A second revelation was : 

"Had faith gone up to the Pleiades, this man 
of Persian origin would have gone there and 
got it ." 

And yet a third revelation was: 

"This man of Persian origin has refuted the 
religions of those who disbelieve; God is 
thankful for his efforts." 

The name and place of appearance of the Mahdi 
have also been foretold to us. Hazrat Ans reports: 

"I heard from my friend and Master, the 
Holy Prophet, that the Hour will not come 
till Allah has raised two Jamaats on whom the 
fire of hell will be forbidden. One group will 
side with the Mahdi, whose name will be 
Ahmad, in Jihad in India, and one group will 
be with Isa, the son of Mary." 

This report informs us that the Mahdi's name would 
be "Ahmad" and that he would appear in "India." 
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Furthermore, from another report we are actually 
given the name of the town in India in which the 
Mahdi was to appear. Shaikh Ali Hamza Bin Ali 
Malik-ul-Toosi writes: It is reported that the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad said that the Mahdi will appear 
in a town called "Kadia" and people from distant 
lands will gather around him. Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad's forefathers entered India and settled in a 
village and named it Islampur which later became 
known as Islampur Qazi-Majhi .  Gradually people 
omitted the word lslampur and Qazi-Majhi became 
just Qazi . Then ultimately it became Qadi from 
which it was then distorted into Qadian. One can 
easily see the convincing similarity between "Qadi" 
and "Qadian" to the town of "Kadia" from which 
the Mahdi was to appear. 

Triumph of Islam through Ahmadiyya Movement. 

Today, my brothers and sisters, we see the proph
ecy of the Holy Quran, that Islam will prevail over 
all religions, being fulfilled before our very eyes. In 
America, Islam is now the second largest religion, 
surpassing Judaism, and only behind Christianity. 

What makes Islam so appealing now is a 
common question. It is the true Islamic teachings, 
the peaceful, tolerant, rational and inspiring teach
ings of Islam which were once forgotten and then 
brought back by the reformation of Islam that was 
laid by the Promised Messiah that is so appealing! 
Today most Muslims worldwide agree with many of 
the teachings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
concerning issues such as: Jihad, the Dajjal, Gog 
and Magog and the sun shining from the West; but 
do not appreciate where these teachings came from 
nor give credit to Hazrat Mirza Sahib. This may 
seem odd, but to understand one must just glance at 
what has been foretold about the majority of the 
Muslims of this age: 

"A time shall most surely come upon my 
people when Islam shall be left only in name. 
The Quran will be read by way of a mere 
ceremony and nobody will act upon it. Mosq
ues will be many, but they no longer will be 
the source of light and guidance. The Ulama 
will be the worst creatures under the sun; all 
mischief will emanate from them and the 
chastisement of God will come down upon 
their heads." 3

3. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 6, p. 49.
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We are also told: 

"There will be a great number of reciters of 
the Quran at that time, but very few will be 
the possessors of knowledge ... Some people 
of my Ummah at that time will read the 
Quran, but it will not even pass down their 
throats." 4 

Elsewhere it is mentioned: 

"A time of utter consternation will come over 
my Ummah and the people will go to their 
Ulama, but they will find them as apes and 
swine." 5

Gravity of not recognizing Promised Messiah. 

The hearts of these Muslims should tremble with 
fear, for they have not recognized the great status of 
the Promised Messiah. Our Holy Prophet 
Muhammad said: 

"So when you see him you should swear 
allegiance to him even if you have to trek 
over ice, for he is the Khalifa of Allah, the 
Mahdi." 

Our Holy Prophet goes on to say: "It is binding on 
every Muslim to aid him" and that "if thou seest the 
Khalifa of Allah in the earth, thou shouldst take 
hold of him even if thy body perish and thy posses
sions be taken away." Prophet Muhammad also 
warned "Whoever recognizes not the Imam of the 
age, he indeed dies a death of ignorance." Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad himself proclaimed: 

"Today my people have not recognized my 
status. A day will come when they will re
member in tears the happy time that came 
with me!" 

I conclude this speech by asking: Can all these 
fulfilled prophecies, proofs and clear evidences be 
a mere coincidence? Can any God-fearing seeker
after-truth turn a blind eye to this inevitable truth? 
Was (God forbid) our Holy Prophet Muhammad 
merely mocking us when he asked: 

"What will be your condition when Jesus, 
son of Mary, will descend upon you and be 

your imam from amongst yourselves?" 

Does his question not require an obligation on the 

4. Kanz. al-Ummal, vol. 7, no. 17323.

S. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 7, no. 2013.
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part of each and every Muslim on earth to study and 
familiarize himself with the teachings of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, to judge for themselves 
whether or not it is based on truth? There is no 
need to stare up into the sky, hoping Prophet Jesus 
will drop from the clouds, for the Promised 
Messiah has already appeared on earth, and 
completed his mission, and his beloved soul has de
parted as well. He laid the foundation of the refor
mation of Islam which Almighty Allah had destined 
to prevail over all religions of the world which we 
see being fulfilled before us right this second. I 

* * * * * 

Man's relationship to God 

and nature: 

Reflections on some American 
perspectives 

by Akram Ahmad, Texas, U.S.A. 

(Our young contributor has submitted to 'The Light ' 
another well-researched and eloquent presentation 

which we are pleased to publish below.) 

In this essay, an attempt will be made to briefly 
trace the views and religious beliefs regarding 
man's relationship to God and Nature while treading 
along a historical time line that starts with the 
arrival in the 1600s of the New England colonists 
on the northeastern shores of present day United 
States . Along with presenting these views as they 
have been perceived in the United States, the 
relevant Islamic perspective will also be presented. 
In this way, the reader can decide for himself or 
herself the merits of these two religious systems, 
i.e. Islam and Christianity.

1. Ideals of early Puritan settlers.
We begin our trek along the time line with the
Puritans who had made their perilous migratory
voyages to New England in order to escape reli
gious persecution in Europe. These settlers believed
that Adam and Eve had fallen from grace because of
their disobedience to God, and therefore had been
cast out of the Garden of Eden. Consequently, all of
mankind was also smeared with depravity and

■ NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 1994 15 

doomed to eternal punishment. However, there 
would be an indeterminate number of saved souls. 
Furthermore, the Puritans believed that it was they 
who had been chosen as the saved souls; nonethe
less, their actions were utterly futile since earning 
salvation through good deeds was an impossibility 
due to innate human depravity. One Puritan minister 
who sought to invigorate the Puritan zeal was 
Jonathan Edwards. Regarding his zeal, the Harper 
American Literature notes: 

"To this end he delivered the sulfurous ser
mon titled Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 
God, which remains the best-known sermon 
in American history. It was designed specifi
cally to awaken the congregation to a sense 
of their sinfulness. [It was just one of 
Edwards'] imprecatory sermons among the 
thousand extant. . . .  " 

To get a glimpse into the nature of the afore
mentioned sermon, consider the attitude that he 
attributes to God regarding sinners. He writes: 

"The God that holds you over the pit of hell, 
much as one holds a spider, or some loath
some insect, over the fire, abhors you and is 
dreadfully provoked; His wrath towards you 
burns like fire; He looks upon you as worthy 
of nothing else but to be cast into the fire; 
you are ten thousand times more abominable 
in His eyes than the most hateful and veno
mous serpent is in ours . . .  " 

Now, in contrast to the notion of 'original sin', 
Islam recognizes the purity of human nature at a 
person's birth. In fact, all children who die before 
attaining the age of discretion, whether they are 
children of Muslims or non-Muslims, go to heaven. 
Here is what the Holy Quran says on this subject: 

"Who made beautiful everything that He 
created, and He began the creation of man 
from dust. Then He made his progeny of an 
extract, of worthless water. Then He made 
him complete and breathed into him of His 
spirit." - 32:7-9. 

Consider too the following observation made by 
Maulana Muhammad Ali in his book Living Though
ts of the Prophet Muhammad. He writes : 

"According to the Prophet, not only was no 
impurity attached to man in the natural state, 
i.e. by birth, but he, in a certain sense, also
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partook of the Divine nature, for it was the 
Divine spirit that was breathed into man, into 
every human child." 

In contrast to the notion of regarding human actions 
as being inherently futile, as far as good or evil are 
concerned, Islam presents the view that the effect of 
man's every action is recorded. In this regard, the 
law of cause and effect is outlined in the Holy 
Quran as follows: 

"And We have made every man• s actions to 
cling to his neck, and We shall bring forth to 
him on the day of Resurrection a book which 
he will find wide open." - 17: 13. 

Furthermore, it can be clearly deduced from the 
Holy Quran that the punishment of hell is not 
everlasting. God is the Merciful and the Nourisher 
to perfection. His mercy encompasses even the 
sinners who go against the ways which He has 
mercifully shown to them in this world. Therefore, 
they must pass through the ordeal of hell so that 
they may be purged of evil and made fit for spiri
tual progress. According to a hadith (saying of the 
Holy Prophet} : 

"Surely a day will come over hell when there 
will not be a single human being in it. "  1 

2. Revival sought in Nature.

Travelling then along our time line, we reach the
1800s, where we come across the views voiced by
a prominent American religious orator who has
been acknowledged as a writer possessing unusual
genius. This is Ralph Waldo Emerson who ex
pressed the following sentiment:

"We can never see Christianity from the 
catechism; from the pasture, from a boat in 
the pond, from amidst the songs of wood
birds we possibly may." 

This self-declared reverence for Nature was 
evidently a revolt against the dogmatism of the 
Puritans, while at the same time it was an invitation 
to ponder whether religion in fact held more prom
ise than mere engagement in ritualistic litanies. As 
noted in the Harper American Literature, the social 
reformer William Henry Channing referred to 
Emerson and like-minded individuals as inspiring "a 
pilgrimage from the idolatrous world of creeds and 

1 .  Kan1. al-Ummal, vol. vii, p. 245. 
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rituals to the temple of the Living God in the soul." 

In the fledgling attempts of these individuals to 
transcend ritualistic practices, we can surely detect 
the innate human yearning to find the Supreme 
Being Who is the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth .  In fact, Islam repeatedly invites man to 
reflect on his surroundings and Nature. The follow
ing verses of the Holy Quran are typical of such 
invitations: 

"Who created the seven heavens alike. Thou 
seest not incongruity in the creation of the 
Beneficent God. Then look again: canst thou 
see any disorder?" - 67:3. 

.. And in the earth are tracts side by side, and 
gardens of vines, and corn, and palm-trees 
growing from one root and distinct roots . . .  
they are all watered with one water; and We 
make some of them to excel others in fruit. 
Surely there are signs in this for a people 
who understand." - 13 :4. 

As alluded to in these verses, unity is observable in 
the spectacle of Nature's  diversity, and this is 
surely a sign of the Unity of the great Author of all 
existence. Moreover, just as different tracts bear 
different produce, so too are the hearts of men in 
relation to the seed of virtue that is sown by revela
tion. In short, Islam promotes human reason, and 
discourages blind acceptance of religious precepts. 
Contrast this perspective with the view that is 
presented in the following verses which are taken 
from the Old Testament and the New Testament, 
respectively : 

"Canst thou by searching find God?" 
- Job 11:7.

"We walk by faith, not by sight." 
- II Corinthians, 5 :7.

3. The cWTent apathy towards religion.

Travelling further along our time line to the con
temporary era, we find a nation whose psyche is
riddled with moral relativism. Now, while tolerance
is most certainly a virtuous attitude, it has been
carried here to an extreme in the following sense:
Why should anyone bother to pursue truth and
enlightenment if everybody is right anyway? The
pervasiveness of moral relativism has elicited the
following observation from educator Allan Bloom in

his book Closing of the American Mind. He writes:
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"The relativity of truth is not a theoretical insight 
but a moral postulate. the condition of a free soci
ety. or so they see it." Later in that same book. he 
notes that " ... value relativism can be taken to be a 
great release from the perpetual tyranny of good 
and evil, with their cargo of shame and guilt, and 
the endless efforts that the pursuit of the one and 
the avoidance of the other enjoin." 

Arguably. the reason for this widespread apathy 
towards religion is that people have lost sight of the 
universality of the basis of good and evil. Moral 
relativism can be dispelled by realizing the validity 
of the law of good and evil; good deeds lead to a 
good end, and evil deeds lead to an evil end. The 
principle of the accountability of man's actions 
therefore forms the basis of a future life, paradise 
and hell being only the ultimate manifestation of 
this great law. The following verses of the Holy 
Quran are pertinent to the issue of good and evil. 
and their effect on the human soul: 

"And the soul and its perfection! So He 
reveals to it its way of evil and its way of 
good. He is indeed successful who causes it 
to grow. And he indeed fails who buries it." 
- 91 :7- 10.

In his commentary on the above verses, Maulana 
Muhammad Ali points out that man is spoken of as 
possessing the highest of the qualities that are met 
with in Nature. In the end, I would like to leave the 
reader to reflect on these observations of Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, as he proceeds in the commentary 
to signify man's relationship to God and Nature: 

"The sun is a source of light, even so is a 
perfect man a source of spiritual light. The 
moon borrows the light of the sun, even so is 
the perfect man, whose light is really bor
rowed from the Divine source, which is the 
real source of all light. The day makes things 
manifest and thus enables man to carry on his 
struggle, while the night casts a veil over 
light and brings rest; the perfect man pos
sesses both these qualities, as he carries on a 
hard struggle for the attainment of great 
ends, and at the same time his mind is at rest 
and he possesses the quality of contentment. 
The heaven is raised high, and the earth is 
spread out for men to walk over. being thus 
a manifestation of humility; the perfect man 
possesses both these qualities, having the 
highest aspirations and being at the same time 
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humble and lowly. The perfect man thus 
possesses the opposite qualities of giving 
light and receiving light, severe exertion and 
complete rest, greatness and humility. These 
qualities were possessed by the Holy Prophet, 
who invited others to make the same the goal 
of their lives." 

* * * * * 

Will mujaddids come in 

future? 

Mirza Tahir Ahmad says "No ", 
Promised Messiah says "Yes " 

by the Editor 

The head of the Qadianis, Mirza Tahir Ahmad, is 
reported in their organ as having stated in a Friday 
khutba, delivered on 27 August 1993, that: 

"Since the imdmat [i.e. Qadiani khilafat] is in 
existence, there is no need for the coming of 
a mujaddid. The supporting testimony of God 
has crushed this evil [fitna] for all time. The 
imdmat shall not end till the Day of Judg
ment, so there is no need for a mujaddid till 
the Day of Judgment. ... Only those can deny 
this fact whose hearts are devoid of the fear 
of God . ... As God has indeed spoken the 
truth, and the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement has indeed spoken the truth, so 
those people are false who believe that 
imdmat will now come to an end and now 

that the new century [Hijra] has started they 
must wait for a mujaddid. Thirteen years 
have already passed since the beginning of 
the fifteenth century and in this period no 
mujaddid has arisen outside the imamat of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement. This has exposed this 
false propaganda. Even if God makes them 
live for a hundred years they will not see 
another mujaddid. "  - Al-Fazl. 30 September 
1993 . 

As so often before in their history, once again 
the Qadiani leadership is trampling under its feet the 
teachings of Islam and the beliefs of the Promised 
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Messiah, for the sake of the defence of their 
khilafat. To set up their khiltifat system in the first 
place, they violated the basic teachings of Islam by 
creating a prophet after the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, and by branding other Muslims as 
kiifir. Then, throughout their history, they have 
never hesitated to over-turn and oppose any Islamic 
belief or practice which was proving an obstacle to 
the absolute power and supremacy of their khalifa. 

We give below the views expressed by the 
Promised Messiah, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
on the famous hadith of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad about mujaddids, which runs as 
follows: "Surely Allah will appoint for this Umma 
at the head of every century one who will renew for 
it its religion [i.e. a mujaddid] ."  It will be seen that 
Mirza Tahir Ahmad's beliefs are the exact opposite 
of those held by the Promised Messiah .  

1. A question put to the Promised Messiah and 
his reply to it are recorded as follows: 

"29 September 1905, before noon. A man 
asked the question: 'Will a mujaddid come 
after you?' He [the Promised Messiah] 
replied : 

"What is wrong with a mujaddid coming after 
me? The prophethood of Moses had come to 
an end, and that is why his chain of 
successors ended with Jesus. However, the 
dispensation of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
will last till the Day of Judgment. Therefore, 
mujaddids will arise in it till Judgment Day. 
As long as the Day of Judgment withholds its 
destruction, it does not matter that someone 
else should come. We most certainly do not 
deny that good and righteous people will 
continue to come, and then all of a sudden 
the Day of Judgment will come." 1 

The Promised Messiah says here that mujaddids will 
continue to come because "the dispensation of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad will last till the Day of 
Judgment". As Mirza Tahir Ahmad believes that 
mujaddids only came in the first fourteen centuries 
of Islam, and will not come in future, we can only 
conclude that he believes that the dispensation of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad has come to an 
end. He must hold the belief that Hazrat Mirza 

1 .  Rahanf Kha1JJ 'in no. 2, vol. 8, p. 1 19. 
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Ghulam Ahmad has replaced and displaced the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, and this is why the 
system of the Qadiani khilafat has replaced and 
displaced for ever the previous system of mujaddids 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. May Allah save us 
from such misguided beliefs! 

2. In his book Shahtidat al-Qur'iin, the Promised
Messiah has argued long and vigorously that succes
sors to the Holy Prophet Muhammad will always be 
arising. He writes: 

"It should also be remembered that the con
veying of the argument [of Islam] takes place 
in a different sense in every age, and the 
mujaddid of the time comes with the powers, 
faculties and qualities upon which depends 
the reformation of the prevalent evils. God 
will continue to do this forever, as long as 
He pleases that the signs of righteousness and 
reform remain in the world." (p. 46) 

3. While Mirza Tahir Ahmad has said that "till
the Day of Judgment" no mujaddid will come, the 
Promised Messiah commenting on a verse of the 
Holy Quran said the very opposite: 

"Another point is that the letter ra in the 
word alif-ltim-rti shows that this word refers 
to the permanent institution of mujaddids and 
the sent ones, which will continue till the 
Day of Judgment. . . . All these miraculous 
works and victories which took place at the 
hands of the mujaddids among the followers 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad after him, 
and will continue till the Day of Judgment, 
are really the achievements of the Holy 
Prophet." 2

4. Mirza Tahir Ahmad says there is no need for

a mujaddid, but the Promised Messiah said that 

there is most definitely need for a mujaddid: 

"After one week, clothes get dirty and it 
becomes necessary to have them washed . But 

even after the passing of a full century, is 
there not a need for a mujaddid? There is, 
most definitely there is. This is the reason 
why God established this institution that at 
the head of every century a mujaddid comes 
for the reform of the people." 3 

2. Rahtinl Khaza 'in no. 2, vol. 2, p .  63.
3. Rahtinl Khaza 'in no. 2, vol. 3 ,  p .  255 .
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5. Under the heading Coming of a mujaddid at
the head of every century. the Promised Messiah is 
reported as having said in a discourse: 

"What I wish to say now must not be treated 
lightly or superficially, but is a most impor
tant and magnificent affair. It is not some
thing of my own devising, but it is what God 
Almighty has established. So whoever is 
daring and bold enough to deny it, is not 
denying me but is denying the words of God, 
and is being impertinent to deny the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad . ... 

"Every Muslim knows, and there probably 
cannot be anyone unaware of it, that the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad has said that Allah sends 
a mujaddid at the head of every century who 
revives that part of the religion which faces 
some trouble. The arrangement for sending 
mujaddids is in accordance with that promise 
of God which He revealed in the words: 
'Surely We have revealed the Reminder and 
We are ever its Guardian. • Consequently, in 
accordance with this promise and in accor
dance with the prophecy of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad which he made through revela
tion from God, it was necessary that at the 
head of this century, out of which nineteen 
years have passed, a mujaddid must be ap
pointed for the reform of the religion and 
revival of the Muslims." 4 

Let Mirza Tahir Ahmad ponder over the Promised 
Messiah's words that "whoever is daring and bold 
enough to deny" the coming of mujaddids "is 
denying the words of God, and is being impertinent 
to deny the Holy Prophet Muhammad. ,. 

6. When asked the question by a visitor, "Is it
essential that a mujaddid comes in every century?", 
the Promised Messiah is reported as replying: 

"Yes, it is essential that a mujaddid must 
come at the head of every century. Some 
people, on hearing this, say by way of objec
tion that if a mujaddid comes in every cen
tury then tell us who were the mujaddids of 
the last thirteen centuries. My answer is that, 
firstly, it is not my work to give the names of 
those mujaddids. Put this question to the 

4. RJJhant Khaza'in no. 2, vol. 4, p. 2.
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Holy Prophet Muhammad who said that a 
mujaddid comes in every century." s 

Similarly we say to Mirza Tahir Ahmad, when he 
asks us why a mujaddid of the present new century 
has not so far appeared, that his objection is 
directed against Allah Who raises mujaddids and 
against the Holy Prophet Muhammad who gave the 
promise of their coming. 

We may also draw attention to the historical fact 
that many mujaddids did not come at the start of 
their centuries but much later. Sayyid Ahmad 
Barelvi, the mujaddid before the Promised Messiah, 
was even born one year after the start of his cen
tury, and Shah Wali-ullah, the mujaddid before 
him, was born 14 years after the start of the century 
of which he was the mujaddid. So we need not be 
so hasty about the present century. 

In the extract from which we have quoted above, 
the Promised Messiah goes on to say: 

"This hadith [about mujaddids] has been 
accepted by all the authorities. Shah Wali
ullah has also accepted that this hadith is 
from the Holy Prophet. It is contained in the 
books of Hadith. No one ever threw it out, 
nor said that it should be excluded. ... I 
assure you that this hadith is not false, but 
true. It is commonly known that a mujaddid 
comes in every century. ... Just as a century 
destroys the human body, similarly there also 
comes about a spiritual death. A new genera
tion is born after a century. ... In order to 
re-vitalise the new generation the law of God 
(sunnat Allah) is in force that a mujaddid 
comes in every century." 

But the law of God, the prophecy of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, and the explanation of the 
Promised Messiah himself, that mujaddids shall 
always be coming till the Day of Judgment, has 
been condemned by Mirza Tahir Ahmad as "an evil 
(Jitna) which has been crushed for all time." 

We have not the least worry that Allah's promise 
shall be fulfilled in the future as in the past. It is the 
followers of Mirza Tahir Ahmad who need to 
ponder the question: How long can they continue to 
accept their khiliifat system which only survives by 
falsifying and denouncing the established teachings 
of Islam as well as the Promised Messiah. I 

S. Rahant Khazti'in no. 2, vol. S, p. 100.
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