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Beliefs and alms. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lli 
ildha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasal Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as 
well. In Berlin. it has a large historical 
mosque constructed in the mid-19205. 

Achuv�m�nts: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hauat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) 10 manage the Movement. 

1908: Dea1h of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Dea1h of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud• 
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, 
an eminent doctor and religious scholar, 
has led the Movement, at a time when it 
faces intense persecution and opposition. 
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A brief account of my life 

From the book 'Kittib al-Barriyya' 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

(We continue below the serialisation of the Promised
Messiah 's own account of his life. The discussion of the
erroneous belief that Jesus ascended to heaven with his
physical body is continued here from the last pan.} 

If you go through the books of Hadith of all the 
sects of Islam, then to say nothing of an authentic 
report, you will not find even a fabricated report in 
which it is written that Jesus had gone up to heaven 
with his earthly body and then will return to the 
earth at some time. If anyone can produce such a 
Hadith report, I am prepared to pay that person a 
penalty of up to twenty-thousand rupees, and in 
addition I shall repent and burn all my books. Let 
them satisfy themselves however they like. 

It is a pity that our simple-minded ulama have 
got entangled in this difficulty by just seeing the 
word nuzal (descent) in the Hadith reports. Without 
rhyme or reason they are cultivating hopes that 
Jesus, on whom be peace, will return from heaven, 
and it would be a day of a great spectacle and show 
as he is accompanied by angels on his right and left, 
bringing him down from heaven. It is a pity that 
these people read the books but with closed eyes. 
Angels in fact accompany every human being and 
according to trustworthy Hadith they cast the 
shadow of their wings on the seekers of knowledge. 
If the angels carry the Messiah, why should this be 
interpreted in a unique manner? From the Holy 
Quran it is even proved that every person is being 
carried by Almighty God: hamalna-hum jil-barri 
wal-bahri,' but is God seen by anybody? These are 
all metaphors. But a foolish party wants to see this 
taking place literally, and they thus unduly provide 
the opponents (of Islam) with an opportunity for 
objection. These unwise people do not understand 
that if the Hadith reports meant to say that the very 
same Messiah who had gone to heaven would 
return, then in this case the use of the word nuzul 
was out of place. For such a case, i.e. when the 
return of someone is spoken of, the eloquent natives 
of Arabia use the word raja' ('return') and not 

I. "We (God) carry them (the offspring of Adam) in the land
and the sea" - the Holy Quran, 17:70.
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nuzal. Then how can such an inarticulate and ill
suited word be attributed to that most eloquent of all 
speakers, and the most knowledgeable of men, the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, on whom be peace and 
the blessings of Allah, who is the greatest of all 
eloquent speakers? 

Meaning of raf'. 

A great misconception under which these ulama of 
little sense are labouring is that when they read in 
the Holy Quran the verse: 

"wa ma qatala-hu wa md salaba-hu wa /akin 
shubbiha la-hum ,. 2 

and also the verse: 

"bal rafa 'a-hu-lltihu ilai-hi ,. 3

then out of their height of ignorance they consider 
that the negation of murder, denial of killing on the 
cross, and the word raf ('exalt') prove only that 
Jesus, having escaped from the hands of the Jews, 
went to heaven with his physical body. As if, in 
order to conceal him, besides heaven the Almighty 
God could find no place on earth. In order to 
protect our Holy Prophet Muhammad from the 
hands of the disbelievers, a terrifying cave full of 
snakes was enough. But enemies of the Messiah 
would not have left him anywhere on the earth, 
whatever plan Almighty God may have devised to 
save him on earth, so God having become helpless 
against the Jews - God forbid - was compelled to 
choose heaven for him! The Quran does not even 
mention raf ila-s-samd' (raising to heaven), but 
rather it mentions raf ild Allah (exaltation towards 
God) which happens for every believer. 

Which issue was the Quran settling? 
These people also do not ponder that if this is the 
true account, then when the Holy Quran recorded it 
what was the occasion for the revelation of these 
verses? What was the controversy between the Jews 
and the Christians concerning the ascension of Jesus 
to heaven with his physical body, the dispute which 
the Holy Quran intended to settle by these verses? 
It is clear that one of the chief objects of the Holy 
Quran is to settle the differences between the Jews 
and the Christians with truth and justice. So it 

2. "They (the Jews) killed him (Jesus) not, nor did they
cause his death on the cross, but he was made to appear
to them as such" - 4: 157.

3. "Nay, Allah exalted him (Jesus) in His presence", or
"granted him spiritual ascension to Himsetr - 4: 1S8.
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should be remembered that the conflict between the 
Jews and the Christians in respect of Jesus that 
existed, and still exists, was concerning his spiritual 
ascension (ran. The Jews had concluded from the 
crucifixion that Jesus did not experience spiritual 
ascension and that - God forbid - he is accursed. 
For, according to their faith, every believer ascends 
after death towards Almighty God. but the man who 
is killed by crucifixion does not ascend towards 
Almighty God, meaning that he is accursed. Hence 
it was this which was the argument of the Jews, that 
as Jesus was crucified, it follows that he did not 
experience spiritual ascension and he is accursed. 
The unworthy Christians also considered Jesus to 
have been deprived of ascension for three days and 
held him to be accursed. Now the intention of the 
Holy Quran in narrating this is to testify to the 
spiritual ascension of Jesus. Hence Almighty God, 
by saying wa ma qatala-hu wa md salabu-hu 4 

denied the crucifixion, and from this it drew the 
conclusion that bal rafa ·a-hu-llahu ilai-hi 5, and thus 
decided the dispute. 

Jews' attempt to prove Jesus accursed. 
Now consider in fairness, what relevance and 
connection does bodily ascension have here? There 
are hundreds of thousands of Jews living to this 
day. Ask their scholars and learned men whether 
they conclude from the crucifixion of Jesus that he 
did not experience spiritual ascension or that he did 
not experience bodily ascension? Similarly the Jews 
used to say that the true Messiah shall come when 
the prophet Elijah has returned to the world accord
ing to the prophecy of Malachi. Now Almighty 
God, on account of His perfect wisdom which 
cannot be fathomed by man, placed the Jews in this 
trial that the prophet Elijah whom they were await
ing did not descend from heaven, yet the son of 
Mary laid claim to be the Messiah. This claim then 
appeared to the Jews to conflict with the plain 
statements of the scriptures, and they argued that if 
he was right then, God forbid, the Torah was false. 
But it is impossible that the Book of God could be 
false. So this was the whole basis of their denial. 
For just this reason the Jews became staunch ene
mies of the Messiah, and began dubbing him as an 
unbeliever, apostate, antichrist and heretic. All the 

4. "They killed him not, nor did they cause his death on the
cross".

S. "Nay, Allah exalted him in His presence" or "granted him
spiritual ascension to Himselr.
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doctors of religion pronounced the decree of heresy 
against him. Among them were those who were 
pious, monks, and godly men. They all agreed on 
his heresy because they thought that he was depart
ing from the literal teachings. 

All this mischief took place merely because of 
the fact that Jesus had put forth the interpretation, 
regarding the second advent of the prophet Elijah, 
that it referred to a man resembling him in his traits 
and nature, and that man was John, i.e. Yahya, son 
of Zacharias. But the Jews did not like this interpre
tation. And as I have just written, they declared him 
a heretic who changed the literal meanings of the 
teachings. But since Jesus was in fact a true pro
phet, and his interpretation, however far-fetched it 
was on the face of it, was true in the eyes of 
Almighty God, consequently it also occurred to 
some people that if he was a liar, why were the 
lights of truth visible in him and why did he show 
signs like true messengers? So in order to dispel 
this notion, the Jewish religious leaders were always 
busy planning as to how to convince the public that 
this man - God forbid - was a liar and accursed. 
At last they thought of this plan, that if he were 
crucified then of course it would be clearly proved 
to everyone that he was - God forbid - accursed 
and deprived of the ascension which the truthful 
persons experience towards God. This would prove 
that he was a liar because it is written in the Torah 
that a person who is crucified is accursed, that is to 
say, he does not ascend towards God. So they acted 
accordingly, to their knowledge, in other words 
they crucified him. 

Christians also declared Jesus 'accursed'. 
The matter also became dubious to the Christians. 
They too thought that the Messiah was in fact 
crucified, and then this belief led them to adopt 
another belief, that he was also accursed. But in 
order to hide the curse and to remove its stigma, the 
plan was devised to make him the son of Almighty 
God - a son who carried on his head the curses for 
all the sinners of the world, became himself ac
cursed in place of the other accursed ones, and then 
died the death of the accursed, i.e., he was cruci
fied. For, it had been an ancient custom among the 
Israelites that professional criminals and murderers 
were killed only by crucifixion. Because of this 
association, death by crucifixion came to be counted 
as an accursed death. But the Christians fell under 
a great misconception in that they declared their 
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mentor, guide and prophet as accursed. They would 
be highly ashamed when they ponder over the point 
that the meaning of ·curse' (la 'nat) according to the 
lexicon requires that the accursed man be actually 
cut off from God. For, curse is an act of God which 
comes into play as a result of that act of man when, 
having deliberately renounced faith, he cuts off all 
connections with Almighty God, so that he forsakes 
God and God forsakes him. Hence when even God 
forsakes him and rejects him from His presence, 
treating him as an enemy, in that case that reprobate 
is called accursed. It is essential that one described 
as accursed should forsake God and Almighty God 
forsake him; that the accursed man become an 
adversary of Almighty God and Almighty God 
become his adversary; that the accursed man 
become entirely deprived of the knowledge of 
Almighty God, blind and misguided, and not even 
an iota of love for God remain in his heart. That is 
why, according to the lexicon, •the accursed one• is 
a name of Satan. 

Hence it is evident that Jesus is absolutely clear 
of the calumny - God forbid - of being called an 
accursed one and being considered deprived of 
ascension towards God. However, the Christians, 
out of their folly, and the Jews, out of their mis
chief, declared him a(;_cursed, and as I have written, 
the .word •curse• (la 'nat) is an antonym of the word 
•ascension' (ran. Hence this would imply that he,
God forbid, did not proceed towards God after
death but towards hell. For an accursed one, i.e. a
person who has not ascended towards Almighty
God, goes. to hell. This is an agreed belief of the
Muslims and the Jews. For this very reason the
Christians had to adopt the belief that Jesus re
mained in hell for three days after death. In any
case, both these communities greatly dishonoured a
true prophet.

Quran removes allegation of curse from Jesus 
and teaches his spiritual ascension. 

Hence Almighty God desired to exonerate Jesus 
from this allegation. So, firstly, Almighty God 
declared in the Holy Quran that the Messiah, son of 
Mary, was in fact a true prophet, worthy of regard 
and was among those drawn nigh to God. Then it 
also dispelled the evil thought of the Jews and the 
Christians that he was killed by crucifixion and 
became accursed. It said: 

"wa ma qatala-hu wa md salaba-hu wa /akin 
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shubbiha la-hum n 

6 

and also said: 
"ba/ rafa 'a-hu-1/iihu ilai-hi n 1 

5 

Thus in this way it removed that calumny of being 
accursed and deprived of ascension which had been 
levelled against him by the Jews and the Christians 
for six hundred years. So the reason for the revela
tion of these verses is precisely that the Jews and 
Christians of that time considered Jesus as accursed 
and it was absolutely necessary that the error of 
those mischief-makers and imbeciles be made 
manifest and the Messiah exonerated of their false 
charge. To fulfil this need, therefore, the Holy 
Quran gave the decision that the Messiah was not 
killed on the cross. Since he was not killed on the 
cross, the objection that he did not ascend towards 
God and, God forbid, became accursed, was proved 
to be entirely wrong. In fact, as He does with others 
who have nearness to Him, God honoured him with 
the distinction of ascension. By this verdict, Al
mighty God declared both the Christians and the 
Jews to be false in believing Jesus to be accursed 
and not ascended. 

Bodily ascension was not the issue. 

Now from all this deliberation it is clear that the 
exoneration of Jesus, and his being truthful and not 
false, did not depend on bodily ascension. Not 
ascending bodily did not imply that he was false and 
accursed. For, if bodily ascension is required to 
become true and near to God, then in accordance 
with the belief of these ignorant scholars, it would 
mean that only Jesus attained nearness to God and 
that all other prophets, who did not ascend towards 
God with the physical body, are - God forbid -
deprived of nearness to God. And as bodily ascen
sion had no significance nor was it necessary for a 
prophet to go bodily to heaven in order to be 
proved to be true and a near one of God, then why 
should the Book of God open this needless, mean
ingless and irrelevant controversy? It was not the 
object or the aim of the Jews to debate the bodily 
ascension of the Messiah. They would not have 
gained anything from such a debate. Their entire 
aim, for which hostile passion had been generated 
in their community, which still persists, was only 

6. "They killed him not, nor did they cause his death on the
cross, but he was made to appear to them as such" -
4:1S7.

7. "Nay, Allah exalted him in His presence"- 4:1S8.
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that they should conclude from his crucifixion that 
he did not attain spiritual ascension. That is why 
they crucified him, as they thought. The Torah is 
quite clear on this point, that whoever is hung on 
wood, that is to say, is crucified, is accursed, i. e. 
he does not attain nearness to God. In other words, 
he does not ascend towards God, but is instead 
thrown down to join the lowest of the low. Hence 
the word 'cross' , and its consequence which is 
explained as curse, is loudly testifying that all the 
tumult raised by the Jews at that time was just this, 
that crucifixion proved the Messiah to be accursed, 
and being accursed proved the absence of ascension. 
So it was the false allegation which had been made 
that was to be decided by God. On the other hand, 
if the consequence of crucifixion, according to the 
Torah, had been set forth as being that a man who 
is crucified is deprived of bodily ascension, it was 
possible that Almighty God would have raised the 
Messiah bodily to heaven, leaving no doubt. 

However, as things stand, this idea is entirely 
beside the point and has no connection whatsoever 
with the real controversy and its outcome. The 
dignity of Almighty God is above this, that He 
should involve Himself in an argument about this 
absurd, meaningless and irrelevant matter. God's 
teachings point out the paths of attaining salvation 
and Divine nearness, and they repel and remove 
from the prophets those accusations which call into 
question their attainment of nearness to God and 
salvation. But ascending to heaven with this body 
has no connection with salvation and Divine near
ness. Otherwise, it has to be admitted that with the 
exception of the Messiah, all other prophets are -
God forbid - deprived of salvation and Divine 
nearness. Such an idea is plain unbelief. I

Promised Messiah 's warning to his 
I ollowers not to exaggerate his status. 

"In this surah (Fatiha)  Muslims have been taught by 
implication not to belie the Promised Messiah 
hastily, like the Jews, nor to find pretexts to issue 
fatwas against him, nor to call him accursed; else, 
that same curse will reflect back upon themselves. 
Likewise, they must not become foolish friends like 
the Christians and attribute unjustified qualities 
to their leader." 
- Tuhfa Golarwiyya , p. 16, footnote. I
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The story of the first 

American convert to Islam 

Muhammad Alexander Russell Webb 

Editor and owner of newspapers. scholar. 

Consul-General of U.S.A. 

In the previous issue of The Light (March-April 
1995, pp. 14-18), we related the first part of the 
story of the life of Alexander Russell Webb (b. 
1846, d. 1916), considered as the first American 
convert to Islam. This was largely quoted from a 
speech by a later American Muslim convert, 
Nadirah Florence Ives Osman, made at a meeting of 
Muslims held at Steinway Hall, New York, U.S.A., 
in November 1943 (published in the issues of The 
Light for 8th and 16th April 1944). We supple
mented her account with information available in 
Ahmadiyya sources about Webb's correspondence 
with Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, and his visit to 
India in 1892. 

Summary of last part. 
Alexander Russell Webb, born at Hudson, New 
York, son of a newspaper owner and editor, fol
lowed the same profession as his father. and worked 
in several newspapers in Missouri. In the early 
I 880s, he became interested in the comparative 
study of religions, and this led him to begin corres
pondence with Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad about 
Islam. In 1887 he was appointed by the U.S. Presi
dent as American Consul General at Manilla in the 
Philippines. There, as a result of his study of Islam, 
he became a Muslim. By chance he had contact with 
some Muslims from Bombay. He agreed with them 
to resign his post, and tour India with his local 
friends to raise funds to start an Islamic mission in 
the U .S.A. Unfonunately the fund-raising during 
his tour of several Indian cities in 1892 did not 
come up to expectation and promise. While in 
India, Webb considered going to Qadian to meet 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, but due to the 
hostility that had now been whipped up by the 
Ulama against the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, Webb decided to avoid visiting him. 
This decision he regretted later on. 

We now continue Nadirah Osman's speech from 
the last part. As before, for the sake of brevity we 
omit some of the details given in the original speech. 
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Speech continued. 

Founds Islamic Journal. 

February 16, 1893, Muhammad Webb returned to 
America, via London. Three months after his 
arrival in New York City, May 12, 1893, the first 
number of the Moslem World appeared, a weekly 
printed by the 'Moslem World Publishing 
Company' of 458 West 20th Street, with 
Muhammad Webb as editor. 

It was intended that this really splendid Muslim 
periodical should open up new fields throughout the 
country. Webb explained: 

" to teach the intelligent masses who and what 
Muhammad was, and what he really taught, 
and to overturn the fabric of falsehood and 
error that prejudiced and ignorant writers 
have been constructing and supporting for 
centuries against Islam . ... 
"The plainly apparent decay of Church Chris
tianity and the defection from that system of 
the most intelligent and progressive people, 
in nearly all large American cities, seem to 
encourage the belief that the time has now 
arrived for the spread of the true faith from 
the Eastern to the Western hemisphere. Less 
than five years ago, it began its progressive 
march in England, with a small following in 
Liverpool." 

The Review of Religions, a monthly magazine of 
Islamic propaganda printed in English, had appeared 
in India for the first time a year before. 1 The
Islamic Review was to be published in England 20 
years later. 2 The Moslem World only survived seven 
months, but it is still of interest, and alive. Webb 
never minced his words but wrote clearly, tren
chantly and nobly. He valiantly went to the aid of a 

1 .  The Review of Religions was founded by Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad. It actually started publication in 190 I ,  
and was edited from then till 1914 by Maulana 
Muhammad Ali. In the statement made here, that it ap
peared Ma year before" .  i .e. in 1892, the speaker is 
probably confusing the time when Hazrat Mirza first 
proposed the plan for this journal with the date of its 
actual commencement. - Editor. 

2. The Islamic Review was founded in 19 13  by Khawaja
Kamal-ud-Din, a prominent follower of Hazrat Mirza and
also founder of the Woking Muslim Mission in England.
The journal you are now reading continues that historic
title within its name. - Editor.
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maligned and misunderstood Islam, undertaking 
even to defend the Sultan of Turkey himself from 
unprincipled moral attacks. He distributed his 
magazine far and wide over the United States, 
especially to editors of leading newspapers and 
periodicals, with many of whom he was on intimate 
terms. Many interesting comments and reviews 
were the result, which were recorded in the Moslem 
World, the majority being highly favourable. 

Wants to translate Quran. 
But not only were Mr. Webb's writings to be 
published by the Moslem World Publishing Co. in 
magazine and book form, but translations were 
proposed from Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Gujerati etc. 
Instructions on namaz or Muslim prayer were 
printed. But most important of all, it was arranged 
that a translation of the Quran was to be undertaken 
into English by the Anjuman Himayat Islam, 3 

"perhaps, " Mr. Webb stating, " to be completed by 
the end of the year, and to be printed in a cheap 
form, so as to bring it within the reach of the 
masses." He explained: "There is no religious 
system so little known among English-speaking 
people as the Islamic." As explanation of this, he 
put forth three causes: 

1. The natural aversion of Muslims to the Eng
lish language and English-speaking nations.

2. The unwillingness of Muslims to have their
literature translated into our own.

3. The strong prejudice, for the past 8 or 9
centuries, of Christians against Islam.

It was not until 16 years later, however, that Mau
lana Muhammad Ali of Lahore, India, commenced 
the translating of the Quran into English, a Muslim 
labour that consumed seven years of hard work. 
The first edition was not published until 1917, the 
year following Muhammad Webb's death. 

Opens a Lecture Hall. 
A lecture campaign was inaugurated. The Lecture 
Hall has been fondly described in the Moslem World 
for us by Mr. Webb. "In the Moslem World Build
ing, " advertised Webb, "will be a free library and 
reading room where all honest, thoughtful men and 
women will be welcome, from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m." 
At the opening of this library, introductory remarks 
were made by Mr. Emin Nabakoff, a Russian 

3. An association of Muslims based in Lahore, founded in
the I 880s. - Editor.
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Muslim. Prof. Leon Landsberg followed him. 
The Lecture Hall was open to the public every 

Friday evening at 8 o'clock and every Sunday 
afternoon from 2 to S p.m. The first public meeting 
was held on Friday, October 6th, 1893, with a large 
attendance. The previous month the Moslem World
had reported the celebration of the annual Muslim 
festival of Baqr Id " at the beautiful mosque of 
Woking, England, where among the worshippers 
were Indians, Egyptians and Turks." Khawaja 
Kamal-ud-Din was not to come to England as a 
missionary to this mosque until 1912, just 19 years 
later. The first prominent convert in the British 
Isles as a result was to be Lord Headley in 1913. 

At the 'Moslem World Building' of New York 
City, lectures on Islamic doctrines and customs 
were given on Friday evenings. Brief addresses and 
replies to questions concerning Islam and its tenden
cies were arranged for the Sunday afternoons. It 
was not planned that Muhammad Webb should be 
the sole speaker. Several local Muslims assisted 
him, notably Mr. Emin Nabakoff, to whom I have 
just referred. Indian, Turkish and Egyptian mission
aries were to be summoned as time went on. 

Country-wide lecture campaign. 
Mr. Webb also made "parlor addresses" at homes 
in the vicinity of New York City, and he filled 
public engagements elsewhere and throughout the 
country. I shall give you one sample month, to let 
you judge of his activity in these out-of-town 
engagements. 

Nov 3 
4 

13 
20 
24 
28 
30 

Cohocton, Ohio. 
So. Charleston, 0. 
Caro, Mich. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Streator, Ill. 
Ft. Madison, la. 
Plattsmouth, Neb. 

His out of town lectures were booked by 'The 
Oriental Literary Bureau' of 1122 Broadway, New 
York City. There are recorded in his magazine 
notices of his personal appearances in New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, 

•minois, Iowa, Mississippi, Kansas and "some of the
eastern and southern states". We read that he spoke
at Chickering Hall, New York City, on 'The Spirit
of Oriental Religions• , and that he also appeared at
the Academy of Music in Brooklyn, and before the
New York Theosophical Society.
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Dr. Tunison is to tell you later how he repre
sented Islam at the World Parliament of Religions 
in Chicago. 4 

But what was to result from all this activity? It 
was desired that circles should be established in all 
the cities and towns of the United States for the 
study of lslamic literature, with careful investigation 
of historical facts relative to the life and character 
of the Prophet of Islam. The parent society in New 
York would furnish the branches with such litera
ture and information as they might stand in need of. 

American Muslim Brotherhood. 
The American Muslim Brotherhood was started with 
its primary object the study and full comprehension 
of the life, character, purposes and teachings of the 
Prophet Muhammad. Thus the convert would unite 
in a bond of brotherhood with the vast Muslim 
population of the globe, and use his talents and 
energy to propagate the true faith wherever he 
could. Webb declared: 

"The moral force of these communities will, 
in time, purge our whole social system and 
bring us, as a nation, to a more perfect 
understanding of the glory and power of God, 
and the necessity of moral development." 

No member would be required to subscribe to any 
religious doctrine, whatever, or to accept any creed 
or tenet not in harmony with his or her reason and 
common sense. It was declared: "The first aim and 
purpose is the education of the members in Islamic 
historical and doctrinal literature." Webb's great 
desire was to present: 

" the Islamic system in its purity, freed from the 
gross and materialistic ideas which had been 
engrafted upon it by misguided Muslims. "  

The sole view of the study was to understand "what 
it was that the Prophet Muhammad taught, what he 
intended to accomplish, and what he did accom
plish." 

An English society of the Muslim Brotherhood 
was established in London. The first circle of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in America was named 'The 
Mecca Circle No. 1 of New York City'. The credit 
for its organization was given to one A.L. Rawson, 
Esq., Woodcliff, New Jersey. Five men were 

4. At the next World Parliament of Religions, a century later
in August 1993, the publishers of this journal (A.A.1 . 1.L.)
attended and promoted their literature. - Editor. 
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chartered members. Mr. Rawson had travelled 
extensively in the East. He had visited Mecca and 
Medina. and had been " the first American to secure 
a picture of the tomb of our Prophet . ..  He also . 
organized two more circles of 1 1  men in New York 
City . 'Capital Circle No. 4' of the Muslim Brother
hood was organized in Washington D.C. with five 
as chattered members, of which one was a professor 
and two were M.D.s 

All these personal facts which I have given you, 
with the exception of the brief reference to Mr. 
Webb's family. together with the Bombay testi
monial. I have culled from Webb's own writings, 
available in the New York Public Library. Events of 
the latter period of his life, I have obtained either 
from Mr. Webb's obituary, which occupies a 
prominent place on the front page of the Rutherford
Tribune, of Rutherford, New Jersey, of Saturday, 
October 7, 1916, or from his daughter, Mrs. Alyea 
who has so kindly cooperated with us and come to 
share her memories of him with us, today, or from 
my personal knowledge. 

Serves Turkey. 
In 1898 Mr. Webb removed to Rutherford News, a 
Democracy paper. He edited this for nearly three 
years, then sold it to Capt. Addison Ely. who 
merged it into the Bergen County Herald of Hacken
sack. Mr. Webb continued to edit these combined 
journals for six months. His interest in Islam, 
however, had never abated. In 1901 he left for 
Turkey after having served that government as 
Honorary Consul General in New York City. The 
letter is still in Mrs. Alyea, his daughter's posses
sion, written upon the letter-head of the Turkish 
Legation in Washington, which expresses gratitude: 

" ... not only for the enumeration of your 
services, but for your strong efforts to build 
a mosque in America, as well as a cemetery 
for the benefit of Islam. to which you have 
converted many Americans . ..  

In Constantinople., Webb was given the decoration 
of the third Order of Medjidie and the Medal of 
Merit. He is the only American ever given the latter 
decoration. He was also given the title of Bey. 

Serves his country. 
Mr. Webb took a keen interest in public affairs as 
an American citizen. "I am an American of the 
Americans • ., he had affirmed at the same time that 
he had declared himself a Muslim. In 1898, his 
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name had been presented by the 'Bergen County 
Delegation to the 8th District Democratic Congres
sional Convention' at Hackensack for nomination to 
Congress. Webb had withdrawn, however, in favour 
of the Honourable William Hughes. He served six 
years on the Rutherford Board of Education, as 
clerk of the Board, upon his return from Turkey. 
He was foreman of the Bergen County Grand Jury 
for four months in 1912, as well as President of the 
Rutherford Campaign Club and President of the 
Democratic Society. At the time of his death, he 
headed the Martindale Mercantile Agency of New 
York City . 

Last Days. 
Mr. Webb had been subject to diabetes for years. 
Of a Saturday morning. at the age of 70 years, Mr. 
Webb went to New York City on business. Upon 
his return, he complained of being ill. He continued 
to grow worse, until the end came the following 
morning, the 1 st of October 1916. The funeral 
services were private. He was survived by his wife, 
and son and two daughters. It should be explained 
that Mrs. Webb did not continue to share her 
husband's interest in Islam in her later years. The 
Rev. Elizabeth Padgham, paster of the Unitarian 
Church, officiated. We are told in the obituary that 
her address was most impressive, although no 
record of what she said can be remembered. The 
Rutherford Republican wrote as tribute: 

"Mr. Webb had passed through a prominent 
career. He was an ardent Democrat and took 
an active part in the work of his patty, while 
a resident in Rutherford, and possessed many 
warm, personal and social friends aside from 
politics . ..  

Assisted Maulana Muhammad Ali. 
When I was in Turkey in 1931, I first learned of 
Muhammad Webb. A book was mailed to me there 
from India entitled The Teachings of Islam by Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad. In the Preface, dated 1910, I read: 

"I cannot close this short note without an 
acknowledgement of the valuable assistance 
rendered to me in the revision of the English 
translation by Mr. Muhammad Alexander 
Russell Webb (New Jersey, U.S.A.), Maulvi 
Sher Ali, B.A. and Mr. Ghulam Muhammad, 
B.A. , to whom my best thanks are due. 
- Muhammad Ali. .,
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No one can imagine how joyful I was to see this 
reference to an American convert to Islam from 
New Jersey, for I had been born in that state my
self, and many of my relatives were still living 
there. It comforted me, far away in a distant land, 
as though he were approving the position I had 
taken, as a convert to Islam. It is always remark
able, even to myself, why I did not write immedi
ately, or even later, directly to Muhammad Ali to 
enquire about him. However, 1910 was a long way 
removed from 193 1 .  A whole war lay between. I 
had the feeling that he must be dead. It was only 
later, when I met Dr. Tunison, that I found in his 
enthusiasm again the echo of Muhammad Webb's 
name. 

Since then I have found, with Dr. Tunison the . , 
simple stone that marks his grave, and seen the vine 
of ivy that swards his resting place. I have been 
touched by the sight of his last photograph, taken 
shortly before he passed away, a likeness that 
displays his shining, resigned face, crowned with 
snowy hair, as he stands in the midst of his family, 
his beard still uncut in the shaven America of 1916. 

Died a Muslim. 

We have been assured that Muhammad Webb died 
a Muslim. There is such a thing that one has been 
born too early or too late. Webb died at the height 
of the period of an most universal materialism. His 
writings, however, remain today fresh and ad
vanced, a witness and an inspiration to our and to 
future generations. What he desired, an English 
translation of the Holy Quran by a Muslim, was 
completed two months before he died. He had 
known i t  was in preparation.5 Since then we have 
had several Muslim translations produced. 

Webb lived to prove his theory: "In these days 
it is intolerable that the observance of the religiou� 
customs of any sect should furnish a cause for 
public anxiety. "  By his absorption in an American 
community on successful terms - and there is 
nothing more provincial than a small town within 
�ommuting distance of New York City, especially 
m New Jersey - the strange, the odd, the remote, 
lost their terrors by contact. His sympathies and 
affiliations were no secret. Webb continually was 
explaining away misunderstandings about Islam. He 
wrote: 

"The freedom of this country is not in half as 

5 . The reference is to Maulana Muhammad Ali's translation.

■ MAY - JUNE 1 995

much danger from the influx of foreigners, as 
it is from that spirit of selfishness, bigotry 
and intolerance, that was such a prominent 
feature of Church Christianity a few centuries 
ago." 

The tide was too great, in the affairs of men, for 
him to have made the progress that he desired. He 
could only accomplish what Allah willed. He did 
what he could. Today he remains for us like an 
embedded monument that we can search and find, 
as we brush aside, with our hands, the dust and 
sand of his generation. I

Remembering 50 years ago 

Berlin Mosque survives World War II 

compiled by the Editor 

At the present time, commemorations are being held 
in Europe to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the end 
of the Second World War in May 1945 and the 
various famous events that took place in its closing 
days. The Lahore Ahrnadiyya Movement too has 
cause to remember that time and express gratitude 
to Almighty Allah, for its mosque situated in Berlin 
survived the terrible, wholesale destruction of the 
German Capital during and, especially, towards the 
end of the war. Having searched the archives of The
Light, we found some reports of that period which 
are quoted below. The first item is written by Dr. 
S.M. Abdullah, who at the time of writing was the
General Secretary at the Centre of the Movement in
Lahore. He had served as Imam of the Berlin
Mosque during the 1930s, leaving shortly before
war broke out in 1939. After the war, he was again
placed in charge of the Berlin mission, while also
serving as Imam at the Woking Mosque in England.

Berlin Mosque Intact 

by Dr. S. M. Abdullah 
The Light, 18 September 1945, pp. 4-5 . 

, It is nothing less than a miracle that the Berlin 
Mosque, which was built by the Ahmadiyya Anju
man Isha 'at Islam, Lahore, in the year 1927 has 
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survived the ravages of the war. Berlin has been 
destroyed, ruined and bombed in a manner unprece
dented in the history of the world. That the Berlin 
Mosque where actual bombing, shelling and fighting 
has taken place should have escaped destruction is 
a clear sign of the hand of the Almighty God 
working behind the scene. It also shows the purity 
and sincerity of the purpose with which the handful 
of members of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement 
are working for the noble and sublime cause of the 
propagation of Islam in Europe. It also shows the 
enthusiasm and devotion to Islam with which these 
new converts are imbibed. Six zealous women have 
worked five weeks repairing the damage to make 
the mosque fit again for congregational prayers and 
that at a time when there were no funds available 
and when they themselves stood in need of every 
possible help to keep soul and body together. This 
shows their ardent zeal and devoutness for Islam, 
the religion they profess. 
, Let such our Muslim brethren as oppose our 
humble efforts and services to the cause of Islam 
pause and ponder over their attitude. Can they not 
see the hand of God working with and helping this 
Movement? Let me assure my brethren in Islam that 
this Movement which was founded by the Reformer 
of the present century is bound to succeed as it aims 
at the establishment of the universal truth of Islam. 
, Let our brethren in faith come forward and join 
us in pushing forward the cause of Islam in the 
world, especially in Europe, which needs it most at 
the present juncture of the world history. Islam as 
represented and interpreted by the founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement is the only panacea for all 
the existing and prevailing evils of the present-day 
world. 
, To the members of the Ahmadiyya Movement, 
the news of this Providential protection of the 
Mosque has come as a fresh message of hope and 
cheer. It has filled them with the conviction that this 
Mosque is destined to play a distinct role in the 
spiritual reconstruction of Berlin that now lies torn 
and bleeding, materially as well as spiritually. The 
German people stand rudely shaken and disillu
sioned - just the mood of mind to receive the 
message of universal human equality that Islam is. 
That is what the Hand of Providence has preserved 
the Mosque for. , 

Another item appeared shortly afterwards in The
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Light of 8 December 1945 on page 1 .  It gives some 
details of the damage sustained by the Mosque due 
to " the war that was fought even within its sacred 
precincts" ,  and reports that the Mosque now lies 
situated in that zone of divided Berlin which is 
"under the British Army of occupation".  It further 
reported that Dr. S. M. Abdullah was ready to 
resume his work in Berlin, and that " the Anjuman 
has moved the Government of India to get the 
benefit of priority for a sea passage from India to 
England and an air passage from England to 
Berlin." 

Imam back in Berlin. 
Under the above heading, a report appeared in The
Light of 8 February 1947 on page 3 which is repro
duced below: 
, Dr. Shaikh Muhammad Abdullah, M.Sc. , Ph.D., 
Imam of the Mosque, Berlin, it will be recalled, had 
to quit Germany at the outbreak of war. At the 
termination of war, this Anjuman was anxious that 
the activities at the Mosque should be resumed as 
early as possible. Military occupation, food condi
tion and general dislocation of life in that once 
Naziland, however, made the prospects of reopen
ing the Mosque and its allied missionary activities 
extremely gloomy. Even in December last, when 
the Anjuman decided to take the first step in this 
direction at any cost and sent Dr. Abdullah to 
England to study conditions from that quarter, the 
prospects were none too bright either. It was a leap 
in the dark and it was almost a settled fact that for 
sometime to come the Imam will have to mark time 
and keep himself occupied with some sort of mis
sionary work in England. 
, God, however, comes to the help of those who 
move in His way. Dr. Abdullah has been afforded 
every facility to visit Berlin by the authorities of 
British occupation. Life in Berlin being still in 
military control, he has been invested with the 
Honorary rank of a full Colonel which will enable 
him to enjoy all the facilities associated with that 
position. , 

Beneath this is a report headed Berlin Mosque's 
S.O.S., which is reproduced below: 
, Maulana Muhammad Ali, Head of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement, has issued an appeal for 
funds for the repair of the Berlin Mosque, which 
was damaged in the last phase of the war when Nazi 
resistance took the form of street fighting. When 
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after victory the Allied forces entered Berlin, the 
Mosque was found littered with the dead bodies of 
Nazi youth. 

, According to the estimate received from a Berlin 
architect the repairs will cost Rs. 92,000, prices and 
wages having risen four times compared to pre-war 
rates. The appeal gives two photographs - one 
showing the Mosque as it originally stood, the other 
in its present damaged condition. Should this S .O.S. 
from this House of God bestir the heart of any son 
of Islam and he would like to see this sole beacon 
of Light Divine in the dark heart of Christian 
Europe restored to its original dignity, he may send 
his contribution to the Financial Secretary. Ahmadi
yya Anjuman lsha'at Islam, Lahore. , 

Renter's report. 

In The Light of 24 May 1949 on page 19, a report 
from Reuter's Berlin correspondent is reproduced 
regarding the Berlin Mosque which had appeared in 
the Pakistan newspapers. It contains a brief history 
of the Berlin Mosque which we quote below: 

, The foundation of the Berlin Mosque was laid in 
1922 by Maulana Sadr-ud-Din who was deputed by 
the Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam to deliver the 
message of Islam to the people of Germany. At the 
same time, he laid the foundation of the Islamic 
Mission. Within a couple of years there stood in the 
heart of the German Capital, with all its grandeur 
and beauty, a huge building of the Berlin Mosque 
possessing a fascinating charm. A quarterly maga
zine in German under the title Muslimische Review 
was also started which rendered valuable services in 
disseminating the light of Islam in Central Europe. 

, The strenuous work and the devoted efforts of 
the Islamic Mission attracted the attention of Ger
mans, and by 1925 about forty people of high 
reputation embraced Islam. 

, The opening ceremony of the mosque was 
attended by a large number of new converts to 
Islam as well as by a distinguished gathering of 
Muslims from Egypt, Syria, Persia, Afghanistan 
and India, including Allama Lufti, the leader of 
Muslims in Russia. 

, In his inaugural speech, Allama Lufti said with 
a sense of pride that he had studied each and every 
word of the books of the Mujaddid recommended to 
him by Maulana Sadr-ud-Din and had found in them 
the light of truth in abundance which showed that he 
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was in fact the Mujaddid of the time. Besides, 
Egyptians. Syrians, Iranians and Afghans delivered 
lectures and each of them expressed his love and 
appreciation for the mission. 

, All Muslims were brought under one banner. Dr. 
Marcus, Dr. Griefelt and Dr. Banning were among 
the renowned personalities of the time who, realis
ing the magnetic force of Islam, embraced it and 
devoted themselves to further the cause of Islam. 

, Dr. Marcus' personality needs no introduction. 
He is the man whose essays on the Holy Prophet, 
peace be upon him, left a deep impress upon the 
mind of Dr. Iqbal who, by way of compliment, 
observed: 

"Many a Muslim thinker and philosopher 
have written a great deal about the Holy 
Prophet, but none comes up to the mark of 
Dr. Marcus. "  

His way of presenting the Prophet is unmatched in 
· its beauty, his force irresistible and his sincerity

very convincing.

, Uptil 1938, the Muslim Mission's work went on
smoothly and uninterrupted, but with the outbreak
of the war the whole thing was upset. Professor Dr.
Abdullah, the then Imam of the Mosque, as an
Indian national had to leave Germany. A German
doctor and his wife offered their services to Profes
sor Dr. Abdullah to take care of the garden, the
Mosque and the house adjacent to it. They decided
also to bear themselves the expenses of running the
Mosque. Sometime later this doctor joined the army
and was killed in action. His wife also left the
place. A new convert to Islam, Fran Moslar, then
came forward to take care of the Mosque and the
house.

, This magnificent Mosque was built at the cost of
Rs. 150,000. During the war it served as a spiritual
centre not only for hundreds of German converts to
Islam but also for the thousands of other Muslims
who were drawn to Berlin - Russians, Turks,
Egyptians, Afghans, Indians and others. During the
war, Muslim prisoners of war from India who
happened to be in Germany also went to this Mos
que for Id prayers.

, In the final stages of the war, when Berlin was
attacked by the Russian forces, the Germans dug
trenches in the Mosque garden and it, therefore,
became a target for the invading forces. Though the
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Mosque survived the war, it suffered heavy damage. 
The dome itself was hit and damaged. One of the 
two minarets, 95 ft. high, was practically destroyed. 
Its repair cost the Anjuman more than eighty thou
sand Rupees. 
, The Mosque is situated in the most fashionable 
locality of Berlin. Well laid out roads on its three 
sides with a foot path running side by side, lovely 
hedges and flower plants with a beautiful lawn in 
front add to the charm of the Mosque. , I

In memory of 

the Promised Messiah 

Tributes from prominent followers 
whose lives he changed 

compiled by the Editor

The May issue of The Light is traditionally devoted 
to articles about the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, in com
memoration of his death on 26 May 1908. Compiled 
below are extracts from the writings of several of 
the most prominent men of the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement, describing how Hazrat Mirza influenced 
and changed the course of their lives. 

The importance of the views expressed by these 
great men lies in the fact that their services to 
Islam, as well as their personal spiritual qualities, 
are acknowledged by vast numbers of Muslims 
outside the Ahmadiyya Movement. As Maulana 
Muhammad Ali asks in the extract below: Can an
imposter produce such men ? 

Maulana Muhammad Ali (d. 1951) 

Maulana Muhammad Ali's unique literary services 
to the cause of Islam have been acclaimed by emi
nent Muslim intellectuals all over the world, some 
of whom have confessed to finding the light of 
Islam through his books. In an Urdu booklet whose 
title means A Moment 's Reflection for every Muslim
and every Qadiani, published in 1949, the Maulana 
traces the factors and events which led him to 
devote his life for the service of Islam. 
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, All I can say about myself is that if Almighty 
God had not guided me towards this work, I would, 
like my fellow-students, have become at best a 
successful lawyer or judge. But the man who 
directed me to this work, then set me on this path, 
and guided me correctly is the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Qadian. At a time when I had gone into 
a worldly path, he not only pulled me out of the 
mire of this world but also created within me a light 
of faith that has stayed with me throughout this 
struggle. I declare it openly that if the Imam and 
Mujaddid of this age had not guided me, I was not 
capable of doing this work. I received a spark of the 
light which filled his breast. 
, The nineteenth century of the Christian era had 
drawn to a close. In exactly the year 1900, when I 
was on my way to Gurdaspur to start my law 
practice, with all arrangements completed, the 
premises rented, and my belongings and books 
moved there, my Guide took me by the hand and 
said: You have other work to do, I want to start an 
English periodical for the propagation of Islam to 
the West, you will edit it. What great fortune that, 
on hearing this voice, I did not hesitate for a 
moment as to whether I should start this work or 
the work for which I had prepared myself. 
, This periodical was issued on 1 January 1902 
under the title The Review of Religions. In 1909 I 
began the English translation of the Holy Quran. 
When I look back today, after half a century, I fall 
before God in gratitude that He gave me such long 
respite and enabled me to do so much work. 
, In reality, this is not my work. It is the work of 
the one who took my hand and set me on this road. 
And not only myself, but whoever went to him he 
put a spark of the fire of the love of God in the 
heart of that disciple. Just like me, the late Khawaja 
Kamal-ud-Din too, by sitting at the feet of the Imam 
of the age, was blessed with opening the first 
Islamic mission to Europe at Woking, shedding such 
light on the teachings of Islam and the life of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad that the. entire attitude of 
Europeans towards Islam changed. Not only this, 
that Mujaddid produced thousands of people whose 
hearts ached with the urge to spread Islam, and who 
gave their lives and wealth to spread the Divine 
faith in the world. 
, To those people who harbour ill-feeling against 
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the honoured Mujaddid, or who fail to give him the 
respect and love due to such a servant of the faith, 
I say : Has there ever been in the world a liar and 
imposter who filled the hearts of his followers with 
such an urge for the propagation of Islam, and to 
whom Almighty Allah gave so much help as to 
continue fulfilling his dreams and aspirations long 
after his death? In the beginning we did not have 
the longing that Islam should spread in the world. 
It was the yearning of the Imam of the age who set 
us on this work, and set us on it so firmly that the 
longing which was in his heart was disseminated to 
thousands of other hearts . ... 
, Whatever work of the propagation of Islam we 
have done up to today, whether it is little or much, 
it is all the outcome of his inner urge which Allah 
had strengthened with the power of His own Will. 
And Allah caused the foundations of the propagation 
of Islam in English-speaking countries to be laid by 
the hands of a man who himself was a complete 
stranger to the English language. , 1 

Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din (d. 1932) 

He was the famous founder of the Woking Muslim 
Mission in England, the first Muslim mission in the 
modern West. Some of the most prominent Muslims 
of the time patronised that mission and considered 
Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din as the Muslim missionary 
most capable of running such a centre. As one of 
them, Shaikh Mushir Hosain Kidwai of Gadia wrote 
in a booklet, Islam in England, published in 1929: 

"I  am far from being a follower of Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, but I cannot but 
give him credit for having fired English edu
cated Muslims with a missionary zeal for 
Islam. Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din is one of those 
men who were, so to say, reclaimed to Islam 
by the Mirza sahib, and that to this ex.tent 
that he gave up his flourishing practice at the 
Bar and voluntarily accepted to be an exile 
and came to England with the sole object of 
preaching Islam. . . . There is no question of 
any new convert being fit to take his place in 
England when even among the seventy 
million Muslims of India I do not know of 
any other man who could have accomplished 

1 .  JamlJ 'at-i Qadian aur har Musalmt'Jn /cay II'y lahma 
fikriyya, pp. 8- 1 1 .  
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the self-assigned duty in a better way." 

Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din himself, in an Urdu 
booklet whose title means Causes of the Split in the
Ahmadiyya Movement, pays the following tribute to 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad: 
, It was through him that I was rescued from 
Christianity, to which I was getting nearer day by 
day , and in 1892 I became a Muslim anew. Not 
only did I become a Muslim, but through his guid
ance and prayers I was able to make amends for the 
sin which had been taking me towards Christianity 
by showing Christians the right path today. It was 
the most auspicious and blessed day of my life ' in 
1893 when I took the pledge, at the hand of the 
Messiah sent by God, to hold religion above the 
world. I would give anything for those times which 
I spent in the company and service of this spiritually 
perfect man, which enabled me to fulfil my pledge 
as best as I could. How can I forget those favours 
and that love which he bestowed on me, especially 
on me! Even if I spent my whole life working for 
the aims and objects of the Divine mission of this 
Muslim Messiah, it would be little recompense for 
the continuous prayers he said for me. 2 

• • •

, I took the bai 'at on 22 November 1 893 , and 
pledged at his hand to hold religion above the 
world. I have tried to fulfil this promise as far as I 
could. Hazrat Mirza sahib bestowed special favours 
upon me. He was affectionate to me as one is to a 
dear child. He prayed for me, and said endless 
prayers. Purely through the grace of God and the 
kindness of Hazrat Mirza towards me, I was able to 
be of service to him in difficult times, as no one 
else in the Movement. I was his adviser in the most 
delicate matters. He sought my advice regarding the 
future of members of his family and what would 
happen after him. He acted on my recommenda
tions. On my insistence, he prayed to God in certain 
matters, and informed me of God's decision. , 3 

Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig (d. 1936) 

He was one of the handful of Muslim medical 
practitioners in the days when, regrettably, there 
was widespread neglect of, and indifference to, 
modern education among the Muslims of the Indian 
subcontinent. He was also an untiring supporter and 

2. lkhtiliifiit Silsila Ahmadiyya /cay asbab, p. 4.
3. ibid. , pp. 58-59.
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official of several Muslim educational, social 
welfare, charitable and political causes and bodies. 
He was a close friend of most of the prominent 
Muslims of the Punjab of his day. He writes: 

, I had the privilege of taking the bai ·at a day 
before my brother, on 4 February 1892. The 
strange thing was that both of us brothers acquired 
an extraordinary love for Hazrat Mirza sahib by 
attending his company for only two or three days. 
Our hearts were attracted to him by a force like 
magnetism. I was fully convinced by just looking at 
the face of the Promised Messiah that this could not 
be an imposter. I was not interested in the question 
of whether Jesus was dead or still alive, and it is by 
the grace of God that my heart never inclined 
towards this question, nor was I desirous of listen
ing to a theological debate. What I needed was to 
take hold of a guide who showed the example of 
being a true follower of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, so that one would acquire love for the 
Holy Prophet and everything to do with him; and 
awe and reverence for God enter one's heart, so 
that one would develop a nature which resists every 
kind of sin and evil. 

, Seeing Hazrat Mirza sahib and listening to him 
convinced me utterly that he was devoted to the 
love and perfect obedience of the Holy Prophet. 
Awe and reverence for God marked every word of 
his. I became as convinced of his truth as one does 
on seeing the sun that the day has begun. So I took 
the bai 'at with him. After the bai 'at, I received 
such spiritual blessings and favours that I cannot be 
sufficiently thankful for them. This was entirely the 
favour of Allah, as I am a mere humble mortal. I 
cannot describe the spiritual pleasure and delight 
regarding faith in the unseen which one used to 
receive by seeing the signs of the truth of the 
Promised Messiah being fulfilled daily. It was a 
favour of God that He drove into my bean the truth 
of the Promised Messiah like a steel nail at such a 
young age.4 

, After the bai 'at, there was a prominent change in 
both of us. Before that, we took no notice of pray
er, fasting and other religious ordinances, and like 
other young people we gave no importance or value 
to the teachings of Islam. However, after the bai 'at, 
we became regular not only in the five daily pray-

4. A 'inah Sidq-o-Saftl, biography of Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig
and Mirza Ayub Baig, p. 28.
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ers, but even in the tahajjud prayer; and we felt 
very much engrossed and moved during our 
prayers. We began to have true dreams, which were 
of an entirely new and delightful nature. s 

, Sometime ago, when our father was telling a 
friend of his about the blessings of Hazrat Mirza 
sahib, he made mention of us as well. He said: 

"I sent my sons to English schools and spent 
much on their education. They worked hard 
on their studies but when I used to see their 
attitude towards religion I used to worry for 
hours on end. " 

, My father saw that we had no inclination for 
prayer. Now and then we might join him for prayer, 
but generally we did not bother. There was no 
question of fasting. Sometimes we might fast on the 
day before 'id, but usually not even that . ... We had 
no bad habits, but we were not interested in matters 
religious either, and in fact we scoffed at religious 
practices. 

, My father told his friend: 

"When these two boys came and stayed with 
me in the summer holidays of 1892 and 1893, 
I found a complete transformation in them, 
which was astonishing. I was wondering how 
God had changed their hearts so much that 
they said all their prayers; at exactly the 
appointed time they would rise up for prayer 
with enthusiasm, love and tenderness of 
bean, and perform the prayer with the deep
est feeling. Often I would notice that after the 
prayer their faces would be tearful, showing 
signs of awe and reverence of God Almighty. 
Seeing them in this condition at such a young 
age, I was so pleased that I bowed before 
God with thanks untiringly. " 

, My father further told his friend: 

" I  was pleased beyond all limits at the change 
in their spiritual condition, but it was a 
puzzle to me how they received this blessing 
at such a young age. At last, I came to know 
that these two boys gained this good fortune, 
righteousness and purity from taking the 
bai 'at of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the 
Promised Messiah."  

5. ibid. , p .  12.
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, One of the main reasons why my father himself 
entered into the bai 'at of Hazrat Mirza sahib was 
the practical change within us brothers. which gave 
him the opportunity to form an opinion about the 
spiritual purity and righteousness of Hazrat Mirza 
sahib. , 6 

Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi (d. 1977) 

Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi.  best known for the 
voluminous work Muhammad in World Scriptures, 
was one of the greatest missionaries of Islam and 
scholars of comparative religion of this age. He 
entered into the bai 'at of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad in 1907 at the age of 19  and worked for the 
Central Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam Lahore 
since its foundation in 1914. His successful debates 
in India with Hindu and Christian polemicists, his 
world-wide travels as a Muslim missionary. and his 
literary services to Islam. have been acclaimed by 
many prominent Muslims outside this Movement. 

When he completed the compilation of the 3-
volumed second edition of his famous work 
Muhammad in World Scriptures, he wrote an article 
about this book which begins as follows: 

, The Promised Messiah had announced in his first 
book Barlihln Ahmadiyya that he would give three 
hundred arguments as evidence of the truth of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. He published this book 
in four parts in which. addressing the religious 
divines of all the religions of the world. he showed 
the Holy Quran to be a unique book. a great miracle 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, and a clear proof 
of the truth of his claim. This book is an unpara
lleled work as regards its nature and subject, and is 
a shining evidence of the Divinely-bestowed knowl
edge of Hazrat Mirza sahib and of his being the 
Mujaddid of the century. 

, This is the real work which must be the centre 
and the pivot of all the efforts of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement. Whatever will be done in this line will 
be dedicated to the name of the Promised Messiah 
and be considered to be his work and derived from 
him. Bardhln Ahmadiyya was the book which gained 
tributes from the Ulama of the time. and this was 
the book by reading which my late father became an 
admirer of Hazrat Mirza sahib and desirous of 
entering into his bai 'at. From the earliest that I can 

6. ibid. , pp. 31-33.
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remember, it was from this fountain of knowledge 
that 1 drank, and I was successful in public debates 
against the most prominent religious leaders of the 
Arya Samaj and the Christians. , 7 

Expansion and contraction 

of the heart 

by Kalamazad Mohammed, Trinidad 

(I am thankful to our scholarly friend from Trinidad who 

has sent me several articles for publication in 'The 

Light'. Within these articles, he has quoted passages 
from Ahmadiyya works written originally in Urdu which 

he has himself translated into English, having learnt 

Urdu by his own commendable efforts.} 

The Holy Quran informs us that in the alternation of 
the day and the night there are signs for men of 
understanding. and science has opened to us the 
door of understanding of the physical blessings that 
accrue to all of God•s creation from this alternation. 
Mr. N.A. Faruqui in his commentary of verse 
2 :  164 of the Holy Quran refers specifically to this 
phrase "wa-khtilaf-il-laili wa-n-naharl ", and makes 
the following observations: that one major benefit, 
discernible by even the most ignorant of men, that 
we obtain from this arrangement is that we can 
work at leisure and with ease during the day and 
rest peacefully during the night. Despite all the 
differences and contrasts in this alternation, one 
thing is sure - it is all in the service of, and to the 
benefit of, man. 

However, this alternation is not limited to 
physical phenomena, but has its counterpart in the 
spiritual world; for example, the vicissitudes of 
moods, circumstances and specifically here the 
expansion and contraction of the heart, that is bast 
and qabz. 

The Holy Quran tells us in 2:245: "wa-lldhu 
yaqbizu wa yabsatu .. . ". According to Lane, 1 

qabaza-hu means: 'he took with the hand. he 
grasped it. clutched it, seized it, or, he contracted 
it, or drew it together• ;  and according to Penrice. 2 

7. Paigham Sulh, 21 December 1967. p. 7.
1 .  E.W. Lane, Arabic-English Lexicon.
2.  John Penrice, A Dictionary and Glossary of the Quran.
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it means: 'to contract. take. seize. draw in (its 
wings in flying). as a bird'. 

Basata -hu. according to Lane. means: 'he spread 
it out or fonh, expanded it. extended it. •  Basata 
lllihu-r-rizqa means: 'God multiplied, enlarged or 
made ample or plentiful, the means of subsistence.• 
So he explains the above verse, 2:245, as follows: 

"And God straitens or scants, or makes 
scanty the means of subsistence to some, or 
withholds the means of subsistence from 
whom He wills, and amplifies, enlarges, or 
makes ample or plentiful, the same." (p. 
2482) 

We may note in passing that two of the attributes of 
Allah, the Most High. are: a l-Qtlbiz, He Who 
contracts things, and a l-Btlsit. He Who opens or 
expands things. 

Lane also records the following explanation of 
qabz and bast: 

"(These are two) terms applied by the investi
gators of truth among the Sufis to two con
trary states of heart, from both of which it is 
seldom or never free; the former (qabz) being 
an affection of the heart withholding it from 
dilation and joy; whether the cause thereof be 
known, as the remembrance of a sin or an 
offence or of an omission, or be not known; 
and some of them make other divisions 
thereof." (p. 2482) 

Two sayings of our Holy Prophet Muhammad, may 
peace and the blessings of Allah be upon him, come 
to mind here, both of which seem to be alluding to 
the two states and offering means of profiting from 
them. Firstly, Abu Huraira reported the Prophet as 
saying: 

"For everything there is eagerness, but every 
eagerness has a slack period; so if one who 
experiences it does what is right and pursues 
a middle course, place hopes in him. but if 
fingers are pointed at him (that is, he did it 
for name and reputation), do not consider 
him of any account." 3 

Secondly, Abu Umama reported God's Messenger 
as saying that his Lord suggested turning the valley 
of Makka into gold for him, but he replied: 

"No, my Lord. but let me have enough to eat 

3. Tirmidhi, from Mishlcdt, Robson's translation, p. 1 105.
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and be hungry on alternate days; then when 
I am hungry I shall make supplication to 
Thee and make mention of Thee, and when I 
have enough I shall praise and thank Thee." 4 

In the following two extracts, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad has described the two states of qabz and 
bast. and given us suggestions on how to recognise 
and expel the former from our beans: 
, Man experiences alternate periods of qabz 
(contraction) and bast (expansion). In times of 
expansion, enthusiasm increases and the heart 
begins to open out. More attention is paid to Allah, 
the Most High, at this time, and one begins to 
derive more pleasure and delight from prayer. But 
on many occasions there comes upon man that 
condition in which joy and happiness gradually 
recede and a straitened condition overspreads the 
heart. When this event occurs, then its remedy is to 
engage in istighftir abundantly and read the da rud 
sha rif repeatedly. In addition, one should perform 
sa lat over and over - that is the prescription for 
freeing the bean of this constriction. , 5

Later on. in answer to a companion who was 
experiencing the above states without understanding 
their origins and causes, etc., Hazrat Mirza sahib 
gave the following explanation: 
, This is called qabz and bast. Qabz is the name of 
that condition when a veil of heedlessness covers 
the heart and there is little love for God and all 
kinds of anxiety, fear and grief and worldly appre
hensions engulf the mind. And bast is that state 
when the heart is removed far from the world and 
is turned towards Allah and the thought of death is 
ever fresh in the mind, for unless a person con
sciously and deliberately thinks of his own death he 
cannot attain to that state of bast. Death is a regular 
visitor. There is no man who has not already lost a 
close relative and nowadays, as the plague is denud
ing every home, the minds of people are so occu
pied with the thought of death that there is no wish 
to think of anything else at all. 
, These states of qabz and bast arise in the heart of 
a person who does not remember death because 
experience has shown us that on many occasions a 
person might be in the grip of qabz and then an 

. . .  Continued on page 19 

4. Ahmad and Tirmidhi, ibid . ,  p. 1077.
5. Maljuzdt, vol. v, page 10.
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The Qadiani numbers 

Claim of large size exposed as invalid 
and false argument 

compiled by the Editor

In any discussion with members of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement, the first argument advanced 
by Qadianis - the followers of Mirza Tahir Ahmad 
- is that their numbers are much larger than ours,
and that this proves that Divine support, truth and
right are on their side, not on ours. However, the
teaching which has been revealed by God tells us
that superiority of any group in number, size,
resources, etc. is no evidence whatsoever of the
truth of its beliefs or Divine support for it. On the
contrary, we learn that it is generally the opponents
of truth who greatly exceed the followers of truth in
number. The Holy Quran gives a parable of an
argument between two men. one an arrogant dis
believer in God and the other a humble believer.
During the course of their exchange, the proud
unbeliever looks down upon his materially poor
companion with contempt and says:

"I have greater wealth than thou. and am 
mightier in followers . "  ( 18 :34) 

The disbeliever's argument given above is exactly 
the one which the Qadianis employ against us, an 
argument condemned by the Quran. 

Again in the Quran those who, in numerical 
terms, are the "many" or the "most" are described 
as: ( 1 )  heedless of God's signs , (2) deniers of the 
meeting with God, (3) wicked, (4) having no 
knowledge, (5) not believing. and (6) being ungrate
ful to God. 1 Therefore, a group's numerical superi
ority is nowhere considered in the Quran as a proof 
of its truth; on the contrary. a large following is 
generally associated with the opponents of truth. 

The Promised Messiah, too, never regarded 
mere numbers as an indicator of success. He said: 

"I am never pleased by the mere size of the 
Jama 'at. Although at present its size is 
400,000 or more, a real Jama 'at is not one 
where people merely take the bai 'at with 
their hands. The Jama 'at can only deserve to 

1 .  10:92; 30:8; 5:49; 7: 187; 1 1 :  17  and 2:243. 
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be called the Jama 'at in the true sense if 
people adhere to the real purpose of the 
bai 'at, if they actually undergo a thorough 
transformation for the good. and their lives 
are cleansed of the pollution of sin ."  2 

Indeed, in his visions of the future the Promised 
Messiah was shown a time when people would turn 
their backs upon him, and he would be left almost 
alone. He writes: 

"I saw in a vision that an angel came to me 
and he says : 'People are turning back'. So I 
asked him from whence he had come, and he 
replied in the Arabic language saying: ji 'tu 
min hazrat-il-witr, meaning, 'I have come 
from Him Who is alone' .  I then took him to 
one side, in confidence, and asked him: 
'People are turning back, but have you too 
turned back?' He said: "But we are with 
you. ' " 3 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad once related the 
following dream: 

" I  am somewhere else and want to return to 
Qadian. One or two men are with me. Some
one said : 'The way is closed, there is a 
raging sea running. • I looked, and indeed it 
was no river but a huge sea, flowing in a 
twisting course like a snake. We turned back 
because the way was impassable as yet and 
the route was terrifying. "  4 

The Promised Messiah was shown in this dream that 
he, meaning his real mission, would be somewhere 
other than Qadian, and with him would be only a few 
men. Between that place and Qadian would be an 
uncrossable, huge gulf, preventing his return. This is 
the gulf that exists between the real beliefs of the 
Promised Messiah, as preserved by the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement, and the utterly distorted 
version of his teachings left behind in Qadian. He is 
left with a few men, away from Qadian. 

Qadiani leader admits exaggeration in number. 
As to the Qadiani claims regarding their numbers, 
their late leader Mirza Mahmud Ahmad admitted that 
his followers are in the habit of greatly exaggerating 
their numbers. He said in a khutba in 1950: 

2. Ma/fQZiJt, vol. x, p. 136.
3. Anwar-ul-lsldm, p. 52.
4. Ma[fazdt, vol. iv, p. 298, 23rd December 1902.
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"The truth is that, although we have never 
conducted a census, in our estimate the num
ber of people in the Jamll'at is approximately
two hundred thousand. We cannot see more 
than this. It is possible that if the branches 
overseas are taken into account this number 
may reach three hundred thousand. The 
utmost limit, which it is absolutely impossi
ble to exceed, is four hundred thousand. But 
some people in the Jamll 'at have now reached
the stage in their exaggeration that, when 
saying how many they are, they give a figure 
of up to two and a half million. 

" . . .  The falsehood which is now uttered, that 
we number two and a half million, has no 
advantage but instead leads to two draw
backs. One is that the man who says this, 
gives up propagation work because he thinks 
that there are two and a half million people 
doing this work, and so it makes no differ
ence if he does not do it. The second draw
back is that such a man is slow to pay his 
contributions because he thinks that there are 
two and a half million people contributing, 
and so it makes no difference if he does not 
pay his contributions. " (Friday khutba , 18
August 1950, reproduced in Al-Faz/, S Sep
tember 1950.) 

According to this admission of "exaggeration", the 
real size of the Qadiani movement was about one
tenth of that claimed by its followers! This exposes 
the reality of the claims made by the Qadianis. I 

Continued from page 1 7  . . .  'Bast' and 'Oabz' of heart. 

unexpected event occurs and that state of qabz 
instantaneously disappears. For example, an earth
quake may strike without warning, or a sudden 
death may befall and side by side with these, his 
heart still opens out (in joy) . From this, it is also 
known that qabz is a temporary state which can be
banished by constant remembrance of death and 
intimate attachment to Allah, the Most High, and 
that bast is a permanent condition.

, The mystics hardly ever experience the state of 
qabz. Ignorant people, however, believe that this 
world is a place of lengthy residence and so there is 
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much time for doing acts of righteousness in the 
future, and they thus fall into error. Only Allah 
knows whether one will be alive tomorrow or 
not. , (Ma[ftllJJt, vol . v, pp. 260-261.)

In conclusion, the Holy Quran relates that when 
Korab was destroyed with all his much-flaunted 
wealth, those who had yearned to be in his place 
and had said: 

"O would that we had the like of what Korab 
is given" (28:79) 

had the scales removed from their eyes and now 
said: 

"Ah! (know) that Allah amplifies and strait
ens the means of subsistence (material and 
spiritual) for whom He pleases of His ser
vants; had Allah not been gracious to us, He 
would have abased us. Ahl (know) that the 
ungrateful are never successful . "  (28:82) I 
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Some of our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha 'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement. " 
- Mannaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936.

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. Pp. 1300 

Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 19 17  
influenced millions of  people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised 
in 195 I .  

•ro deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali 's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the
sun. " - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian
Muslim scholar.

•rhe first work published by any Muslim with the
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and
achieving the standards of modem publications. " -
Amir Ali in The Student 's Quran, London 196 1 .

The Holy Quran: other translations. 

Versions of the above work are now available in 
Spanish and French. Versions in German and 
Russian are forthcoming. 

The Religion of Islam. Pp. 700 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the 
sources, principles and practices of Islam. 

" ... an extremely useful work, almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam. " - Dr Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal, renowned poet and philosopher. 

"Such a book is greally needed when in many 
Muslim countries we see persons eager for the 
revival of Islam, making mistakes through lack of 
just this knowledge. " - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Hadith. Pp. 400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

Muhammad, The Prophet Pp. 200 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects 
many misconceptions about his life, and answers 
Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 

•(I) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The Early Cali
phate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the most 
complete and satisfactory history of the early 
Muslims hitherto compiled in English. " - Islamic 
Culture, April 1935 

Other Books. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Highly-acclaimed 
discussion of the Islamic path for the spiritual prog
ress of man. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. Pp. 100 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on his 
claim of Promised Messiah based on the Quran. 

• ... SOME RECENT BOOKS ••• • 

Message of Peace, revised translation of lec
ture by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

The Debt Forgotten, by Mr. Rahim Bakhsh. 
Booklet on achievements of Ahmadiyyat. 

Introduction to Islam for younger readers, 
Question/answer booklet by Dr. Zahid Aziz. 

Previous books re-typeset, reprinted include: 

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran. 
Muhammad and Christ. 
The Muslim Prayer Book. 
The Anti-christ, Gog and Magog. 
all by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

For prices and further details, free illustrated 
catalog and free literature, please contact Mrs. 
S .  Sahukhan at the address on the front cover. 
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