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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to lhe whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neilher aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder. arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly. regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual. but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words IA 
ilaha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasal Allah (There is no god but 
Allah. and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as 
well. In Berlin, it has a large historical 
mosque constructed in the mid-l 920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran wilh commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
10 Islamic lhought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's olher 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazral Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue lhe 
original Anjuman, 10 preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, 
an eminent doctor and religious scholar, 
has led the Movement, at a time when it 
faces intense persecution and opposition. 
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A brief account of my life 

From the book 'Kitab al-Barriyya' 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

(We continue below the serialisation of the Promised 
Messiah 's own account of his life. He discusses here his 
claim of being the Promised Messiah and Mahdi, and 

how he has fulfilled the sign of 'breaking the cross', a 
task of the coming Messiah given in Hadith.J 

Now rest assured that this is the Dajjdl regarding 
whom our Holy Prophet, on whom be peace and the 
blessings of God, had foretold that he would appear 
in the last age. It is entirely impossible that Divine 
powers should actually appear in someone. The 
Holy Quran, from beginning to end, is opposed to 
this. Therefore the divinity of Dajjdl refers only to 
these matters and to his wonders which are being 
shown today by the scientists of Europe. This was 
the intent of the prophecy. which has been fulfilled. 
The word dajjal itself indicates that he would not 
have any real power, but deceit, mere deceit. Now 
if there is a man of good fortune, let him accept 
this. In reality this tribulation which has come forth 
from the Christian clergymen and the European 
scientists is such that from the time of Adam to this 
day it has no parallel. Is it not true that people's 
faith has been greatly damaged by this mischief, and 
the love of Almighty God has cooled down in the 
hearts of hundreds of thousands of people? Some 
minds have been completely overwhelmed by this 
tribulation, while others have been affected to some 
degree. 0 servants of God! Think, for this is very 
truth. 

Proof of claim. 
I see that those people who wish to follow physical 
nature and the book of the laws of nature have been 
given an excellent opportunity by Almighty God to 
accept my claim. For they are not troubled by those 
difficulties in which our other opponents are entan
gled. They know very well that Jesus has died, and 
along with it they also have to admit that the proph
ecy in Hadith reports about the Promised Messiah 
belongs to those repeated reports which no sensible 
man can deny. Hence, in this situation, they have 
necessarily to accept that the Messiah to come will 
belong to this very Umma. However, they have a 
right to pose the question as to how they can accept 
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this claim to be the Promised Messiah, and what is 
the proof that I am the one who is that Promised 
Messiah? The reply is that as regards the time, the 
country and the town in which the advent of the 
Promised Messiah is established by the Holy Quran 
and Hadith, the particular works which have been 
declared to be the reasons for the emergence of the 
Promised Messiah, the earthly and heavenly catas
trophes which have been mentioned as the signs for 
the appearance of the Promised Messiah, and the 
knowledge and profound wisdom which have been 
described as the specialities of the Promised Mes
siah - all these requirements have been fulfilled 
together in my person, my times and my country by 
Almighty God. Then, for even greater satisfaction, 
He has granted me heavenly corroborations: 

As my mission is towards the Christian 
nation, this was the reason for naming me as 
Son of Mary. 

Heaven is pouring down signs, the earth 
says: This is the time. These two witnesses 
have stood up in my confirmation. 1 

Likeness to the time of Jesus. 
The detail of this is as follows. From references in 
the Quranic texts it is established that our Holy Pro
phet, on whom be peace and the blessings of Allah, 
is the like of Moses and his chain of successors 
bears a complete resemblance to the chain of suc
cessors of Moses. A promise was given to Moses 
that during the last days, i.e. when the chain of 
Israelite prophethood would have reached its end, 
and the children of Israel would split into many 
sects falsifying each other, so much so that some 
would label others as kafir, then Almighty God 
would send a successor (khal[ja) as supporter of the 
religion of Moses, i.e. Jesus would be sent. He 
would gather unto himself the various sheep of the 
Israelites, and bring together at one place the wolf 
and the lamb. He would be Judge for all the com
munities and decide their internal dissension. He 
would remove malice and spite. 

Exactly the same promise had also been given in 
the Quran, to which the following verse refers: 

"Others from among them who have not yet 
joined them." 2

In Hadith reports this is explained in great detail. 

1. These are Persian verses of poetry by the author.
2. Akharfna min-hum lamnuJ yalhaqa bi-him - 62:3.
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Accordingly. it is written that this Umma would 
also split into as many sects as the sects of the 
Jews. They would falsify each other and declare 
each other as kti.fir, and all of them would grow in 
enmity and mutual malice till the Promised Messiah 
comes in to the world as a judge. When he comes as 
a judge he would remove malice and hatred. so that 
in his time the wolf and the lamb will gather at one 
place. Now it is known to all students of history 
that Jesus had come at just the time when the 
Israelite tribes had become victims of great dissen
sion and they called each other kd.fir and falsified 
each other. Similarly this humble one also has come 
at a time when internal differences reached their 
height and each sect began calling every other as 
kd.fir. At the time of this discord. the Umma of 
Muhammad needed a judge, so God sent me as a 
judge. 

It is a strange coincidence, indications of which 
are found in the texts of the Quran and the Hadith, 
that just as Jesus was born in the fourteenth cen
tury, thirteen hundred years after Moses. similarly 
this humble one was raised by Almighty God in the 
fourteenth century (Hijra). It seems that. in accor
dance with this. the great Divinely-inspired saints 
were of the view that that Promised Messiah would 
be raised in the fourteenth century. Almighty God 
also pointed to the same thing by giving me the 
name Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani, for the numerical 
value of this name is thirteen hundred. In short. 
sufficient proof is available from the Quran and 
Hadith reports that the Messiah to come will appear 
in the fourteenth century and that he will come at 
the time of dissensions among the sects of Islam and 
the preponderance of mutual animosity. 

In addition to all these points, a glorious sign of 
the Promised Messiah recorded in authentic Hadith 
reports is that he would come at a time when the 
religion of the Cross would have spread over the 
earth with great power. Accordingly, the Hadith 
report: "He will break the cross," which is in Sahih 
Bukhari, is proof of exactly this. This humble one 
has come at such a time and in such an age. 

Place of coming of Messiah and Mahdi. 
The second sign for the Promised Messiah, as 
indicated in Hadith reports, is found to be that he 
will be raised in the Eastern lands. For, as is clear 
from the hadith which says: "'and he pointed to
wards the east, n the Holy Prophet Muhammad gave 
the location and sign of the Dajjdl as being in the 
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East. Hence, given this, there is clear indication 
from this hadith that the Promised Messiah will be 
born in the East. For, when the East is the place of 
stay and the station of the Dajja/ then the Messiah 
who is to come to destroy the activities of the 
Dajjal must also appear in the East. And it is 
obvious that our country India, especially the area 
of Punjab, is situated towards the east of Makka. 
Stranger still is that in the hadith about Damascus 
contained in Muslim, by mentioning the eastern 
minaret it is east which has been pointed to for the 
appearance of the Promised Messiah. 

SimBarly it has also been stated in the Hadith 
reports that that Promised Mahdi would be the 
inhabitant of a village called Kad'ah or Kadyah. 
Now every intelligent man can understand that the 
word Kad'ah is, in fact, an abbreviation for Qadian. 
As for the words occurring in some reports that 
"Kad'ah is a village in the settlements of Yemen,'' 
these are not the words of hadith but is the opinion 
of a reporter based on his own judgment. Perhaps 
by finding that there was a village in Yemen whose 
name resembled this, someone thought that maybe 
that was the village intended. But it is clear that at 
present there is no such village flourishing in the 
land of Yemen, nor has anyone in that land made 
such a claim. However, Qadian exists at this time 
and moreover the claimant to the offices of Messiah 
and Mahdi also exists. 

Smashing of Christian belief of crucifixion. 
Further, the reason for the existence of the Prom
ised Messiah has been stated in the Hadith reports 
of the Holy Prophet to be that he would dispel the 
deceit of the Christian people and smash completely 
their beliefs about the crucifixion. Consequently, 
Almighty God has completed this task by my hand 
so effectively that He destroyed the foundation of 
the Christian religion. With the help of perfect 
insight received from Almighty God, I proved that 
the accursed death - God forbid - attributed to the 
Messiah, which is the whole basis of salvation thro
ugh the cross, cannot at all be attributed to Jesus, 
and the meaning of the word 'curse' (la'nat) can 
never be applied to any righteous person. Accord
ingly, the Christian clergymen were rendered so 
speechless by this new criticism, which in reality 
crushes their religion, that all those people who 
know of this finding realise that this excellent 
research has broken the religion of the Cross. I 
have come to know from the letters of some Chris-
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tian clergymen that they have been terrified by this 
conclusive investigation, and have realised that this 
must surely cause the foundation of the religion of 
the Cross to collapse, and its fall will be most 
terrible. In reality, these people fulfil the saying: 
"The man wounded by the sword can be expected to 
be healed, but the one who is cut to pieces by argu
ment cannot be expected to be healed." 

Jesus' ascension - spiritual, not bodily. 
So also, on receiving knowledge from Almighty 
God, I proved that the bodily ascension of Jesus is 
an entire falsehood. A study of the Christian histo
ries shows that for a long time the Christians held 
exactly this belief that Jesus had in fact died and 
experienced spiritual ascension. Later on, when the 
Christian people, in confronting the Jews, could not 
give any proof of spiritual ascension, because the 
soul is not visible, then the story was fabricated that 
someone had seen Jesus rising towards the sky. 
Then the idea settled in the minds that Jesus went to 
the sky in his physical body. The real intention 
underlying the ascent to the sky was that Jesus be 
absolved of this charge of the Jews that he was -
God forbid - accursed and had not been elevated 
towards the Almighty God. But the people who, in 
order to meet this charge, advocated the bodily 
raising of Jesus to the sky, did not realize that the 
curse on which the Jews were laying stress did not 
mean that the body of a crucified one does not go to 
the sky. Rather, it meant that the soul of the ac
cursed one is not lifted towards Almighty God. 

The Jews did not believe that the body of the 
accursed fails to go to the sky, nor did they believe 
that those people who were not accursed went to the 
sky along with the body. It is confirmed by the 
Torah that Moses took the bones of Joseph to 
Canaan four hundred years after his death. If the 
bones had gone to the sky, how could these have 
been obtained from the earth? The Torah also 
confirms that after death man shall go to dust 
because he has been created from dust. In short, no 
one denies that after death all the prophets have 
been buried in the earth itself and it is evident that 
all prophets were drawn near to God and not ac
cursed. Now if this be the sign of the accursed one 
that he is not raised to the sky bodily then - God 
forbid - all prophets would be accursed. 3 Such an 

3. Author's Note: If the accursed one does not go to the sky
bodily then it must be admitted that those who are not
accursed do go to the sky bodily. and this is clearly false.
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idea is obviously false. Hence it must be absolutely 
admitted that by the accursed is meant the man 
whose soul does not find a place near to God and 
who is not elevated towards God. 

I have written above that, according to the 
Torah, a person who is hanged on wood, i.e. 
crucified, is accursed. It was from this that the Jews 
had drawn this conclusion that - God forbid -
Jesus was accursed. This investigation has proved 
that curse has no connection whatsoever with the 
body, nor has the absence of curse been taken to 
mean that the body goes to the sky. Hence the 
objection of the Jews regarding Jesus was only th!s, 
that by branding him accursed they declared him 
deprived of that station of nearness and mercy to 
which the souls of Abraham, Israel, Jacob and other 
prophets have gone. Hence, to put forward the 
belief, at this point, that Jesus went to the sky 
bodily, and then to deduce his divinity from it, is 
something which has no connection whatever with 
the objection of the Jews. It appears that, after the 
passing away of that period, the claim that Jesus 
had gone to the sky was made for the purpose of 
refuting the Jewish criticism about the curse. Till 
that time the Christians believed only that the soul 
of Jesus was lifted towards God, because it is the 
soul which goes towards God, not the body. 

Then in the later period the truth became dis
torted and the idea arose that the body of the Mes
siah had gone to the sky and that he was God. 
Actually the real intention was to save the Messiah 
from the implication of being crucified, and that 
depended on spiritual ascension. The very object of 
the spiritual ascension was to show that he was free 
from the stigma of curse. However, according to the 
meaning of the Torah, that man can be free from the 
stigma of curse whose soul is lifted towards God, 
not by the body going to the sky. The Christians can 
easily understand the point that the Messiah, accor
ding to them, by dying on the cross had been sub
jected to the allegation that he should be considered 
accursed, and this curse meant an eternal curse. In 
view of this belief, the very first objection was that 
the eternal curse - meaning rejection from Divine 
Mercy, becoming an adversary of God, forsaking 
God and following the devil, as is the significance of 
'curse' (la 'nat) according to the dictionary - why 
was it limited to three days? Did the Torah mean 
only three days or an eternal curse? This self-con
cocted belief falsifies the Torah, while it is impossi
ble that the scripture of God be false. I
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Revival of dead nations - 2 

Work of Ezekiel, 
Messiah and Mujaddids 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi 

"Or, like him who passed by a town, and it had 
fallen in upon its roofs. He said: When for how] 
will Allah give it life after its death ? So Allah 
caused him to die for a hundred years, then 
raised him. He said: How long have you tarried? 
He said: I have tarried a day, or part of a day. 
He said: Nay, you have tarried a hundred years: 
but look at your food and drink - years have not 
passed over it! And look at your ass! And that 
We may make you a sign to people. And look at 
the bones, how We set them together then clothe 
them with flesh. So when it became clear to him, 
he said: I know that Allah is possessor of power 
over all things. " - The Holy Quran, 2:2S9. 

(Note: In the first part, the author analysed the classical 
interpretations of this verse and showed their flaws. 
Here he continues with his own, more coherent interpre
tation.) 

The town which this man passed by is not named in 
this verse. According to the Bible, and the commen
tators of the Quran such as Razi and Abu Hayyan, 
it is Jerusalem. But metaphorically. by the town the 
Israelites are meant. There is no doubt that the 
event referred to took place in S99 e.c. when 
Ezekiel (the prophet referred to in this verse) was 
thirty years of age. In that year, Nebuchadnezzar 
attacked and destroyed Jerusalem, took prisoner the 
leaders of the Israelites and detained them as slaves 
near Babylon. 

Among those captives was Ezekiel because he 
was the high priest of the temple at Jerusalem. He 
saw in a vision, as related in the above verse, that 
Jerusalem was in a state of ruin and the Israelites 
had lost their lives, lying dead in the form of a 
valley of bones. In the Holy Quran as well as the 
Bible, by a town is often meant the inhabitants of 
that town. For example, it says in the Quran: 

"And ask the town where we were ."  -12 :82. 

"And why was there not a town which be
lieved."  - 10:98.  
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"And how many a town, more powerful than 
thy town which has driven thee out" -47: 13 .  

"fallen in upon its roofs" 
This indicates both the destruction of Jerusalem as 
well as the negligence of the leaders of the nation 
from their duty. The word 'urilsh here is the plural 
of 'arsh, meaning 'roor . There is a similarity 
between the roof of a house and the guardians and 
the learned ones of a nation. Just as the roof pro
tects the house and its dwellers, it is the function of 
the ulama, the learned ones, to protect the nation. 
The ulama of the nation had fallen down, and 
because of that the nation was dead. 

Seeing the destruction of Jerusalem and the ruin 
and enslavement of his people, Ezekiel prayed to 
God: "When will Allah give it (this town and its 
people) life after its death ? "  Another word in 
Arabic for 'roor is suquf, and the word usquf is 
applied to priests of a middle rank. It says in the 
Arabic lexicon: 

"The 'arsh of a house is its roof. The 'arsh 
of a people are its leaders. "  

The religious and worldly leaders of the people, 
whose task and function was to keep the nation 
alive, were themselves in a fallen state. The words 
"When will Allah give it life after its death ?"  refer 
to the lamentations and grieving of the two great 
prophets of that time, Ezekiel and Jeremiah, whose 
bean-rending words are recorded in the Bible. This 
account begins in chapter 37 of the Book of Ezekiel 
and verse 1 1  states: 

"And He (God) said to me: 0 son of Adam, 
these bones are the people of Israel . "  

By bones are meant the Israelites whose bones were 
dry, and who were lifeless and destroyed. Ezekiel 
was told to prophesy over them. 

The reason for the Quran not giving the name of 
the nation or town is that it is a parable showing 
that what befell the Israelites shall also befall the 
Muslims. A time shall come when Muslims too 
would be lifeless like dry bones, and for them too 
there would be sent an effective physician and 
Promised Messiah who would give them life and 
revive the dead bones. Consider the words : "And 
look at the bones, how We set them together then 
clothe them with flesh. " The Arabic word for 
'bones' is ·azm. and the Hebrew word is 'asm the 
plural of which, 'usmut, is used in the Hebrew 
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Bible. The scattering and dispersal of the bones 
represents the disintegration among the ulama and 
the various sects. This disintegration is caused by 
the pronouncements of kufr (heresy) by the religious 
leaders of every sect against every other sect. The 
poets Iqbal and Hali have portrayed these divisions 
beautifully by writing: 

"They have dispersed the Umma by making 
them kafir, Ah! these gardeners have laid 
desolate their own orchard." 

The man who is the first of all, and the sternest of 
all, to condemn the issuing of pronouncements of 
kufr, is the one who performs the work of gathering 
these scattered bones together and clothing them 
with flesh. 

Further light shed from Book of Ezekiel. 

After the words, "When will Allah give it life after 
its death? "  the verse says: "So Allah caused him to 
die for a hundred years. " For God to cause a man 
to die for a hundred years is not an argument that 
that town would be raised to life. Then to raise him 
to life and ask him how long he had been dead for, 
and his inability to tell how long, shows that this 
amounts to no more than a distant hope. 

Further light is shed on this incident by the Book 
of Ezekiel, chapter 37, verses 1-12, as quoted 
below: 

, The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he 
brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord, and set 
me down in the midst of the valley; it was full of 
bones. And he led me round among them; and 
behold, there were very many upon the valley; 
and lo, they were very dry. And he said to me, 
"Son of man, can these bones live?" And I 
answered, "O Lord God, thou knowest." Again 
he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them, 0 dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 
Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and 
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

, So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I 
prophesied, there was a noise. and behold, a 
rattling; and the bones came together. bone to its 
bone. And as I looked, there were sinews on 
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them, and flesh had come upon them, •� skin 
had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy · to the

breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live." So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an 
exceedingly great host. 

, Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones 
are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 
'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are clean cut off. • Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I 
will open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves ... , 

It is clear from this account that the entire incident 
is a dream or vision, as is evideilffrom the words: 
"The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he broug
ht me out by the Spirit of the Lord." So he passed 
by the town in a dream, its interpretation also 
having been explained to some extent in the above 
words. The dying for a hundred years and being 
raised back to life all happened in the dream. 

The question is, Why has this story been related 
to us Muslims if it has no bearing on the death and 
life of the Muslim Umma itself, and if the interval 
between death and rising to life is not a hundred 
years? Is not the hadith about the coming of Mujad
dids a further explanation of this verse, that at the 
head of every century a Mujaddid will arise to 
rectify the errors committed by the Ulama in their 
understanding of the teachings of Islam? It is 
obvious that unless a man is himself alive he cannot 
raise others to life. One who is dead, who does not 
receive revelation from God, nor do spiritual truths 
descend on him from on High, he cannot revive the 
nation to life. 

Food, drink and the ass. 

The incident related in the Quran took place at a 
time when, in Anatolia, a Greek philosopher Thales 
of Miletus (d. 545 B.C.) was deep in thought, trying 
to solve the riddle of the life of a nation, and was 
most anxious that man must be well-fed. He was 
drawing people's attention to the physical necessi
ties of life. It is indeed a most difficult problem to 
feed a nation, and to discover what kind of food is 

... Continued on page 16, column 2 
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Annual Convention of Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
Isha'at Islam Lahore, U.S.A. 

August 4th to 6th 1995, Columbus, Ohio 

We reproduce below some of the major speeches at the 1995 annual 
convention, which was attended by participants from several 
countries as well as many parts of the U.S.A. itself. Some speeches 
have been held over for our next issue due to lack of space. 

Quickening of the 

dead earth 

by Dr. Mohammad Ahmad 

President, A.A.1.1.L., U.S.A. 

"Has not the time yet come for the believers 
that their hearts should be humble for the 
remembrance of Allah and the Truth that is 
revealed, and (that) they should not be like 
those who were given the Book before, but 
time was prolonged for them, so their hearts 
hardened. And most of them are transgres
sors. Know that Allah gives life to the earth 
after its death. Indeed, We have made the 
signs clear for you that you may understand. " 
(Ch. 57 : 1 6- 17) 

The quickening of the dead earth referred to in 
these verses, and the means to achieve it in subse
quent verses of Chapter Al-Hadid, has a special 
significance for the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. 

History bears witness to the fact that the com
panions of the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, 
did exactly follow these Divine Commandments. 
They would stay awake at night and bow down in 
complete humility before Allah in their tahajjud
(late night) prayers. During the day-time they were 
ever ready to sacrifice their life and property in the 
way of Allah. When the Muslims were facing the 
forces of the Byzantine Empire, an emissary was 

sent over by the enemy to the Muslim camp where 
he spent a night. He was so deeply impressed by 
their spirit of brotherhood and their rising for 
tahajjud prayers, that on going back to his com
mander, he made the following statement: 

"How can you expect to win against these 
people who cry before their Lord at night, 
and sacrifice their lives and properties at His 
command during the day." 

The believers are, however, warned not to follow 
the example of the People of the Book. for a time 
was to come when the Muslim Ummah would fall 
into such a state. The Holy Quran points towards 
this spiritual ailment in the following verses. 

"They take their doctors of law and their 
monks for lords besides Allah, and (also) the 
Messiah, son of Mary. And they were en
joined that they should serve one God only -
there is no God but He. Be He glorified from 
what they set up (with Him)!" (Ch. 9:3 1) 
"The likeness of those who were charged 
with the Torah, then they observed it not, is 
as the likeness of the donkey carrying books. 
Evil is the likeness of the people who reject 
the messages of Allah. And Allah guides not 
the iniquitous people. " (Ch. 62:5) 

Thus blindly following the footsteps of the monks 
and doctors of law. elevating the status of Jesus, 
son of Mary, and giving up the substance of the 
book, were the evils against which the Muslims 
were warned. 
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Whenever this sort of condition prevailed over 
the People of the Book, Allah would send His 
prophets with guidance to revive their dead souls. 
The Holy Prophet Muhammad came as the last of 
the prophets to unify all humanity, and to give them 
the message of the Holy Quran, which is the final, 
complete and unaltered guidance. 

The following verses of the Holy Quran support 
this: 

"Muhammad is not the father of any of your 
men, but he is the Messenger of Allah, and 
the last of the prophets." (Ch. 33 :40) 
"This day bave I perfected your religion for 
you, and completed My favour on you, and 
chosen for you Islam as a religion. " 
(Ch. 5 :3) 
"Surely We have revealed the Reminder (the 
Quran) and surely We are its Guardian 
(Ch. 15:9) 

There is also the hadith of Abu Dawud (Kitab Al
Malahim, vol. 2, p. 241) :  

"Verily Allah shall raise for this Ummah 
(community) at the beginning of every one 
hundred years, one who will reform for it its 
religion." 

Thus, to revive the dead earth of the Muslim 
Ummah and to guard the knowledge of the Holy 
Quran from being corrupted, Allah has promised to 
raise every hundred years true followers of the Holy 
Prophet called the Mujaddids. In the beginning of 
the 14th century Hijra, and even today, the condi
tion of the Muslim Ummah was closely akin to what 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad had predicted that: 

"a time shall come on my Ummah when they 
will closely follow the footsteps of the people 
of the Book so much so that if they had 
entered a snake pit, you would do so too. " 

The Muslim Ummah then and today blindly follow 
their Doctors of Law. They at their behest have 
given Divine attributes to the prophet Jesus by 
accepting the myth of his bodily ascension against 
the clear-cut injunctions of the Holy Book. They 
revere the Holy Book with outward show of respect, 
but throw it behind their backs when it comes to 
making it a part of their daily lives. 

Time was thus ripe for the Mujaddid of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad to diagnose and treat the ail-
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ment of the People of the Book that had afflicted the 
Muslims. This he did by providing the salubrious 
waters of the Holy Quran to revive the dead earth. 
The Promised Messiah, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, discusses this in his book A 'fna Kamdldt-e
lsldm, where, addressing the Muslims, he says: 
, In this age such a poisonous air has spread both 

externally and internally that its removal is not 
within the power of man, but in the hands of the 
Ever-living, Self-subsisting God, He who chang
es the seasons, and times, who brings down the 
merciful rain after the season of drought. As you 
observe that the intensity of heat ultimately 
attracts rainfall, so when the heat reaches close 
to the degree where it would prove fatal to 
mankind, then the Supreme Wisdom of the 
Creator causes that heat to cast its effect on the 
oceans. Due to the intensity of the heat arise 
vapours from these oceans. The air above these 
water masses which is cold and heavy absorbs 
these vapours and becomes laden with them like 
a pregnant woman. The neighbouring wind 
currents naturally propel this vapour ridden mass 
in the form of clouds towards areas where the 
air mass is comparatively warmer and offers less 
resistance. It thus rains according to the degree 
of heat. 

, Similar is the example of spiritual rain which, 
like the physical rain, has been coming down 
according to its seasons from very ancient times. 
Thus in times of drought, when lack of moisture 
reaches extreme limits, all at once the heat 
generated by vigilant souls, and the heat of their 
supplication and desire reaches its intensity, it 
conveys its restlessness and anguish to the 
limitless Sea of Divine Mercy, which then 
divens its attention towards removal of this 
condition. The luminescent vapours of Pure 
Grace then start rising. The angels who are close 
to the Divine Spirit and are inherently cool and 
benevolent by nature, absorb this Divine Grace. 
The spirits of those human beings that are in 
contact with these angels, i.e., the prophets, the 
messengers and the muhaddathin (or inspired 
ones), mobilize these angels with their intense 
craving for Truth. They themselves become the 
agents that cause to bring this rain down in 
places which possess the capability and warmth 
of desire. This condition has always occurred in 
this world at times of need. However, since the 
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heavy rainfall that occurred during the time of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, large quantities of 
rain are no longer needed. That pure water has 
not been wasted yet; however, smaller quantities 
of rainfall are needed so that the greenery of the 
earth is maintained. Whenever the Wise and 
All-Knowing God sees that drought has taken 
over the earth and the plants of His garden are 
withering away, then He certainly causes the 
rain to fall. This has always been His law and 
you will not find any change in it. In accordance 
with this it was necessary that God would have 
His mercy in these times on His humble ser
vants. Observe the condition of this age and 
witness with your faith. Is this not the age when 
the religion of Islam needs the help of Allah? , 

He urged his followers to act upon the Quranic 
injunction of striving in the way of Allah with the
Holy Quran: 

"So obey not the disbelievers and strive 
against them a mighty striving with it." (Ch. 
25:52) 

He enjoined them to carry this Heavenly Water to 
all four corners of the world. For this he formed the 
Ahmadiyya Movement represented today by A.A.I . I .

Lahore. This noble objective requires sacrifice of 
the self as again indicated by the following verses of 
the chapter Al-Hadid: 

"And what reason have you that you spend 
not in Allah's way? And Allah's is the inheri
tance of the heavens and the earth. Those of 
you who spent before the victory and fought 
are not on a level (with others). They are 
greater in rank than those who spent and 
fought afterwards. And Allah has promised 
good to all. And Allah is aware of what you 
do." (Ch. 57: 10) 

"The men who give in charity and the women 
who give in charity and set apart for Allah a 
goodly portion, it will be doubled for them,
and theirs is a generous reward.,. (Ch .57: 1 8)

Holy Quran likened to iron. 

As to how the Holy Quran will bring about this 
spiritual reformation, this is contained in subsequent 
verses of the same chapter, where the Holy Book is 
likened to 'iron' . 
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"And We sent down iron, wherein is great
strength and advantages to men, and that
Allah may know who helps Him and His
messenger, unseen. Surely Allah is Strong,
Mighty." (Ch. 57:25)

Just as iron is unique in its strength and forms the 
basis of all armaments in modern warfare, so does 
the Holy Quran with its forceful arguments and 
reasoning provide ammunition for the soldier who 
fights in the defence of Islam. This exactly was 
what was enjoined by the Promised Messiah, Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Again, just as iron is essential for the formation 
of blood, the life-giving fluid of the human body, so 
is the Holy Quran essential sustenance for our 
spirit. Like iron, it provides the strength to the 
hearts of those who are in battle. And in the way 
iron has revolutionized the modern means of trans
portation, so will the Holy Quran expedite the 
spiritual journey of its true followers. 

For the dead earth to be productive, all the dead 
bushes and brambles have first to be cleaned away 
from it. Then with a sharp piece of steel (a tractor 
or a plough) it is turned upside down, then only 
does it become receptive to the life-giving effect of 
heavenly rain. Similarly the heart of the believer 
has to be cleaned of all dross and detriment, and he 
has to sacrifice and turn over himself in submission 
with complete humility to Allah. Then only is the 
dead earth revived with the heavenly water of 
revelation. This revival has been promised to those 
who strive in this way, as previously quoted: 

"Know that Allah gives life to the earth after 
its death. Indeed, We have made the signs 
clear for you that you may understand." 
(Ch.57: 17) 

Let all of us partake from this heavenly water 
and cleanse our souls of all spiritual ailments, for 
the Holy Quran is a healing for what is in the 
breasts (Ch. 10:57). Then only can we convey this 
sustenance to others. With the Prayer of Al-Fiitihah
I close : 

"Guide us on the right path, the path of those 
upon whom favours are bestowed. Not those 
upon whom wrath is brought down, nor those 
who go astray." Ameen. I

T T T T T T T T 
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Speech at Convention: 

Islam and the Ahmadiyya 

Movement in South Africa 

by Ibrahim Muhammed. Cape Town 

Honourable hosts, distinguished guests, my dear 
brothers and sisters. As-salamu alaikum!

My name is Ibrahim Muhammed and I am a 
senior member of the Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at 
Islam (Lahore) South Africa. 

I come from a country that has been much in the 
news recently because of the significant political 
changes that have taken place there. 

After years of racial discrimination and oppres
sion, we have now witnessed, to the astonishment of 
a world filled with strife and violence, a relatively 
peaceful shift of government from the white oppres
sor to the oppressed. I say relatively peaceful 
because I think most people throughout the world 
expected a blood bath from Nelson Mandela once he 
had come to power to avenge his twenty years 
incarceration at the hands of his defeated opponents. 

But, sensible leadership embodying self-sacri
fice, compromises, reconciliation, dialogue, a 
strong and sincere will for mutual cooperation with 
the erstwhile enemy - all in the broader interest of 
peace in the country - has been the hallmark of his 
leadership style thus far. 

But political freedom without the backing of a 
strong moral, ethical and spiritual force to sustain 
it, is no guarantee that a new society of high moral 
and ethical fibre - free from the corruptions of the 
past, will evolve out of the dust of this political 
victory in our country. There is much talk of 
'nation building' in South Africa, but again without 
a strong moral force - which only true religion can 
provide - there can be no nation building. Histori
cally, it is not uncommon to find that a people who 
had been victims of some or other political oppres
sion, had turned into the worst perpetrators of 
human rights once they themselves have gained 
sovereignty. Pakistan, no doubt, is a prime example 
of this. 

Unfortunately, religions of almost all persuasions 
in my country are in a sad state. The Church, 
symbol of the national religion, has no balm of life 
to give. She has lost her soul and her Christ. The 
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Muslims, supposed to be the best nation on earth 
and the forerunners of religious tolerance, are even 
more worse off. Though a minority group in South 
Africa, their position is worsened in that over the 
years they have allowed themselves to degenerate 
into a blind Mullah following society. And sadly to 
say. the so-called intelligent ones and intellectuals 
who are often aware of this sad state seldom raise 
their voices against Mullah corruption except in 
matters concerning their own personal interests . 
Ahmadiyya Movement in Cape Town. 

The only community who often dare speak out and 
are often punished for it, is a handful of Ahmadis of 
the Lahore Jamaat. Even Qadianis play a very pass
ive role when it comes to tackling Mullah tyranny. 
I have on record a statement made very recently by 
a spokesman for the M.J.C. clerical body in Cape 
Town to the effect that "Qadianis give us no prob
lems because they say they are Ahmadis and have 
their own temple, but not so the Ahmadis of the 
A.A.I. I .  Lahore because though they are Ahmadi, 
they insist on calling themselves Muslims." Glory 
be to Allah, did not our Holy Prophet say that the 
best jihad is to speak out against tyranny. 

Strange though it may seem, the very seeds of 
Ahmadiyyat were sown by the very body of people 
that oppose us today, viz. the Muslim clergy of 
South Africa. It was as far back as approximately 
1926 that they invited the late Khwaja Kamal-ud
Din to come and speak in the Cape Town Civic Hall 
when he and Lord Headley visited South Africa at 
the invitation of some businessmen from Durban, 
Natal . They had much respect and praises for him 
and frequently published his articles and that of 
M.M. Ali in their local newspaper, the Azaan.

It was only some years later that the first Ahma
diyya Movement was formally established by my 
late uncle Mr. Dawood Sydow. The organization 
was then known as The Mediator Islamic Asso
ciation and was affiliated to the Central Anjuman in 
Lahore. A regular monthly magazine was published 
and Mr. Sydow kept the flag of Ahmadiyyat flying 
high with inspiring lectures, extensive debates with 
missionaries, maulvis, scholars of religion and just 
about all seekers of the truth from all walks of life. 
He also wrote some booklets in defence of the truth, 
several pamphlets and articles for The Light and 
spent a number of years in Lahore during the 
sixties. His remarkable achievements stem from the 
fact that he only had a standard two education. He 
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would often, however, in a light-hearted manner 
boast that when he joined Ahmadiyyat, he in fact 
became a student at the 'University of Muhammad' . 

As a result of chronic asthma, he was forced to 
retire from public life somewhat prematurely and in 
October 1979 he breathed his last. May Allah 
shower his Mercy on his soul! 

Opposition from Ulama. 

In 1980/81 Maulana Jaggoe from Holland visited 
our country. He urged us to change our name to the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam (Lahore) South 
Africa, which we subsequently did. He also urged 
us to acquire our own premises for a Centre. On his 
departure, we immediately set in motion plans for 
raising funds for a Centre. We applied for a welfare 
number to allow us to raise public funds on a large 
scale. As required by law, we advertised our appli
cation in two local newspapers. When this news of 
our intentions reached the Maulvis, they became so 
incensed that they started on a full scale, what they 
called, 'jihad' against our Jamaat. Every mosque 
under their control was given instructions to preach 
against Ahmadis. Many pamphlets depicting Hazrat 
Mirza Sahib in the most vile way were widely 
distributed throughout the Province. Those politi
cally motivated amongst them made such baseless 
allegations that we were abetting the apartheid 
regime in order to incite the public against us. A 
committee of ten was appointed by them to conduct 
a witch hunt and hound out Ahmad is. 

Legal action. 

At that time, to say that our membership was 100 
would have been an exaggeration. We were but a 
small inexperienc�d group and we feared for our 
safety. In June I 982, after much deliberation, we 
applied to the Court for an interdict to restrain our 
opponents and stop their vicious attacks on our 
Jamaat. This was the beginning of a long drawn-out 
litigation, the result of which is two Supreme Court 
judgments in our favour wherein our opponents 
have been found guilty of defamation of the worst 
kind. These two judgments in our favour are, of 
course, due to the excellent evidence led by the late 
Hafiz Sher Muhammad of blessed memory as also 
the assistance of our brothers and sisters from as far 
afield as London, U.S.A., Canada, Fiji, Holland 
etc. After the second judgment, however, our oppo
nents lodged an appeal which was granted and will 
be heard on about the 23rd of this month. 

Continued on page 14, column 1. 
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Speech at Convention: 

Abmadiyya books inspired 

Islamic development 

in Indonesia 

Mansyur Basuki, Jakarta, Indonesia 

The name of my country, Indonesia, was mentioned 
in the English commentary of the Holy Quran by 
Maulana Muhammad Ali as follows: 

"As a matter of fact, it is true that notwith
standing various setbacks at different periods 
of history, the cause of Islam has gone on 
gaining ground. When the existing Muslim 
civilization was destroyed by Mongols, a 
greater Muslim nation rose up by their join
ing the ranks of Islam; and when Islam was 
extirpated in Spain in the West, it gained 
ground in the Far East in Indonesia, winning 
over fifty million people:" - Note 2754. 

I will connect what Maulana Muhammad Ali had 
said in the comment above with the fact of our 
history of Indonesian Muslim development. The 
influence of Tafsir Quran by Maulana Muhammad 
Ali towards Indonesian intellectual Muslims is 
great . Mr. H.A. Salim, a prominent Indonesian 
diplomat of the past, said: 

.. Among many Ta/sirs we could find, the 
Ahmadiyya Tafsir by Maulana Muhammad 
Ali is the best Ta/sir which satisfied the 
youth of Islamic students." 

When this Tafsir was translated into the Malay 
language by HOS. Tjokroaminoto (the father of the 
Islamic movement in Indonesia), H.A. Salim wrote 
as follows in his Preface: 

"After more than one year I have known and 
been studying this Tafsir intensively, I found 
that it is the best one; lots of valuable ideas 
are given here. And it gives information to 
understand Islam and its teaching. It explains, 
educates and advices . Here I did not find any 
mistakes which mislead the readers at all. 
This Tafsir matches the knowledge and un
derstanding of the intellectuals of this age. 
Various misconceptions, insults, scorns and 
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rejections from non-Muslims, especially from 
the West and Europeans, are refuted by 
strong arguments here. And it uncovered the 
narrowmindedness of the accusers. "  (H.M. 
Bachrun, Quran Suci, P. III) . 

It is not surprising that many Indonesian Mus
lim�, including the prominent figures, are silently 
takmg advantage of this Tafsir, although openly 
they rejected the Ahmadiyya movement. Mr. M.  
Natsir, a famous politician of the past, said: 

" If I went to meet Mr. Hassan in his house '
I would ask for solutions of some problems. 
After discussing the matter, he would give 
me some books such as Al-Furqon and the 
Holy Quran by Maulana Muhammad Ali . "  
(M. Natsir, Politik Melalui Dakwah, Tempo, 
2 Dec. 89, p. 52) 

The first President of the Republik Indonesia, 
Mr. Sukarno, took the Holy Quran by Muhammad 
Ali as his main Holy Book. He also was an admirer 
of the books written by Khwaja Kamal-ud-din. 
Secret of Existence by Khwaja Kamal-ud-din has 
become a reference book for the students in Band
ung Institute of Technology (1TB) . 

Margaret Blood, an Australian doctor. in her 
thesis about the Ahmadiyya Movement in Indonesia 
writes: 

"Lahore publications in particular have made 
an important contribution to the study of 
Islam in Indonesia, religious thought among 
Indonesian Muslims . . .  the membership of the 
Lahore School in Indonesia has always been 
negligible but this fact alone belies the impor
tance of the Lahore branch which is best 
evaluated as a school of thought rather than 
an organization. "  
(Margaret Blood, The Ahmadiyya (Lahore) in 
Indonesia: Its Early History and Contribution 
to Islam in the Archipelago, p. 67) 

In recent years "Al-Quran dan Terjemahannya" or 
Al-Quran and its translation have been issued by the 
Indonesian Department of Religion Affairs. Here, 
the characteristics of Maulana Muhammad Ali are 
seen very clearly. 

Recently, one of the well-known and influential 
Indonesian Muslim intellectuals, Prof. Dr. Dawam 
Rahardjo, quoted lots of parts of Ahmadiyya books, 
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especially concerning Adam, Jesus, revelation, 
prophets, etc. in his writing and speeches. 

The book The Religion of Islam has also become 
an important reference work for the students of the 
L_iterary Faculty of the University of Indonesia, the
biggest State University in this country . 

As it has been known, Maulana Muhammad Ali 
was the right hand man of the Promised Messiah 
the man of God. Sooner or later God's plannin� 
must be successful. Since a long time ago, we have 
been working to accomplish the service of the Holy 
Quran which was translated into Dutch by Sudewo, 
into Javanese by Djojosugito and into Indonesian by 
H.M. Bachrun. 

The Indonesian language (Bahasa Indonesia) can 
also be understood by people of Singapore, Malay
sia and Brunei Darussalam; therefore Ahmadiyya 
books in Indonesian will be produced more inten
sively . We realize that the Muslim world needs the 
reformation of the Divine Reformer, and the Holy 
Quran is the most effective tool of reformation, so 
as servants working for the victory of Islam, our 
main duty is publishing and spreading Ahmadiyya 
books, and especially the translations and commen
taries of the book of God, the Holy Quran. 

In many ways we try to follow the advice of 
Maulana Muhammad Ali himself, given as follows: 

"I advise my friends to seek solutions of the 
world problems from the Holy Quran. Reflect 
upon the ills the world suffers from. Then 
reflect upon the Holy Quran to find the cure 
of those ills. As a principle, bear in mind that 
the salvation of the world depends on faith in 
God. And faith in God is created by the Holy 
Quran . . . The greatest treasure in the hands 
of the Muslims is the book of God. But they 
pay the least attention to its propagation. Of 
all the constructive works that the Anjuman 
can do, the service of the Holy Quran comes 
above all . . .  
"Knowledge of the Holy Quran is a legacy of 
the Promised Messiah, with which is linked 
the ultimate victory of Islam in the world. By 
all means learn other branches of knowledge, 
but make them subservient to the service of 
the Holy Quran to the whole world, then the 
Quran will do its own work . . .  " 

lnsha-Allah, Indonesian Anjuman always tries its 
best to publish and carry the Ahmadiyya books, 
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panicularly the Holy Quran translations, to meet the 
demand for reformation which is overwhelming this 
part of the world. May Allah grant us the power, 
ability and strong will to accomplish this duty! 

(Taken from Mr. S. Ali Yasir's speech. President of Gerakan 

Ahmadiyya Indonesia, by Mansyur Basuki.) I 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Continued from page 12 ...  

Islam and Ahmadiyya Movement in South Africa 

I earnestly appeal to everyone to pray for its 
successful outcome and that the matter which has 
now lasted nearly thirteen years, reach a fitting 
finality. 

Despite the legal wrangling, I pray for the day 
when we could reach an understanding with our co
religionists to forget our petty differences and work 
together in propagating Islam in our country; 
because the hand of man can find no nobler work 
under the sun than lsha 'at Islam (promulgation of 
Islam). You do not give others one good word, one 
true word, one righteous word, but as the day 
follows the night it recoils on you and imbues you 
with the same good, the same truth, the same 
righteousness multiplied manifold. 

Future work. 

With the upliftment of the once deprived nations of 
our country. I see that the time is now ripe to have 
the Quran translated in their languages. I have 
identified three languages, viz. Xhosa, Zulu and 
Tswana. I have already had fruitful discussions 
about this need with the authorities in charge of the 
Quran translations. I also feel that we should spread 
our propagating network to embrace our nearest 
neighbours such as Zimbabwe, Namibia, Angola, 
Swaziland, Botswana and Mozambique, and if the 
need for Quran translations in those countries 
exists, recommendations for addressing those needs 
will be made by us . The acquisition of literature and 
of a Centre for Jamaat activities are a definite high 
on our agenda and we welcome the support of all 
jamaats to assist us in our efforts in whatever 
possible way they can. 

Finally, to the hosts of this convention, for your 
generosity and hospitality, on behalf of the brothers 
and sisters in South Africa, I thank you all and may 
Allah bless and reward you. I
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Speech at Convention: 

Islam and science 

A. S.  Santoe. Rotterdam. Holland

In the Western world of learning it seems, generally 
speaking, rather difficult to combine science and 
religious beliefs. Particularly Christian theologists 
have a hard time to explain the present state of 
science with the Bible. Whoever utters his religious 
beliefs in scientific circles runs the risk of becoming 
an outcast in these spheres, no matter how high the 
personal esteem of such a person might be. 

One can observe, generally speaking, that the 
Muslim youth entering this Western world of 
learning have great difficulties with their own 
religion notwithstanding the Islamic upbringing 
enjoyed during childhood. Science as being prac
tised today substantiates its arguments with facts 
and logic. In religion, however, traditfonal thinking 
and cultural factors seem to overwhelm a logical 
and scientific approach of Islam, despite the fact 
that the Holy Quran itself forms a sound basis for 
scientific learning. Consequently the Muslim youth 
engaged in science finds itself more and more 
alienated from its Islamic background. 

In my contribution, today, I will attempt to 
reconcile science with a few verses from the Holy 
Quran, proving that the word of God itself is the 
basis of human knowledge and progress of mankind . 

Firstly, let me quote the famous verse from the 
Holy Quran from chapter 96, being the very first 
revelation upon our Holy Prophet: 

"Read in the name of thy Lord . .. " 
Furthermore, a well-known Hadith says: 

"Seek knowledge, even from as far. away as 
China." 

And another Hadith says: 
"The search for knowledge is a strict duty for 
every Muslim man and woman." 

Creation of the universe. 

On the creation of the universe, science as deve
loped during the past one to two hundred years tells 
us that the formation of the solar system including 
the sun, the planet earth and its moon, started 4 11.z 
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to 5 billion years ago. From the Bible, in the book 
Genesis, we are told that God created the earth in 
six days and He rested on the seventh day, the 
Sabbath. In the Holy Quran, however, God says: 

"Surely your Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six periods (sittati 
ayydm}. "  - eh. 7, v .  54. 

In traditional translations we find that the Arabic 
word yaum, the singular form of ayyam, is being 
translated as 'day' , assuming a period of 24 earthly 
hours, and among others it is here that we have a 
problem with science. In explaining the real mean
ing of this word, Maulana Muhammad Ali gives the 
following interpretation: 

"The word yaum is applied in the Holy Quran 
to any period of time, from a moment (55:29) 
to fifty thousand years (70:4) and may there
fore indicate an indefinitely small or indefini
tely large space of time." - note 8 .  

I quote furthermore: 
"The six periods of time in which the heav
ens and the earth are created refer, in fact, to 
the six stages in which they have grown to 
their present condition. "  - note to 7 :54. 

Creation of the earth. 

Let us now see what the Holy Quran is telling us 
about the earth itself and its inhabitants. Verse 9 of 
Chapter 41 (Hii Mim) states that the earth was 
created in two days or periods. Verse 10 continues: 

"He made in it mountains above its surface, 
and He blessed therein and ordained therein 
its foods in four days (or stages) . "  

Maulana Muhammad Ali explains the stages in note 
2 199 as follows: 

"The first stage is the throwing off of the 
cosmic matter called the earth; the second 
stage is the cooling of its surface; the third is 
the making of the mountains; the fourth is 
that of blessing it by waters and making in it 
rivers; the fifth and the sixth stages are 
spoken of as the ordaining of foods, being, in 
the first place, the growth of plant life and, 
in the second, the growth of animal life, 
culminating in the creation of man . . . .  

In this note, he goes on to say that "the creation in 
six days does not refer to the time actually taken in 
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making the heavens and the earth, which is still 
going on. "  In this statement of the Maulana, one 
can beyond any doubt recognise the present state of 
science concerning the evolutionary process of life 
on earth . 
Galaxies. 

Going back to the process of the formation of the 
galaxies, science tells us that this consisted of 
condensing and contraction of gaseous masses, .after 
which they split up in fragments (Big Bang hypo
thesis), ultimately becoming heavenly bodies such 
as stars and planets like the earth. 

Compare this with chapter 4 1 ,  verse 1 1: 
"Then He directed Himself to the heaven and 
it was a vapour . . .  " 

In Chapter Al-anbiya, verse 30, we read: 
"The heavens and the earth were closed up, 
so We rent them." 

In this verse one could again easily recognise what 
science is telling us now, that the formation of the 
galaxies began first with the implosion of the 
nebular masses followed by the so called 'big bang' 
explosion. 

In his commentary on this verse in note 1625 
Maulana Muhammad Ali states: 

"The heavens and the earth may stand here 
for the whole universe, or for the solar sys
tem in particular, which has developed out of 
a nebular mass, and the fatq or separation 
may refer to the starry creation or to the 
throwing off of the planets of the solar sys
tem, and the great symmetry of its arrange
ment and the motions of the various bodies. "  

The same verse (21:30) continues: 
"And We made from water everything liv
ing." 

The evolutionary thought behind these Divine words 
is again explained by Maulana Muhammad Ali: 

"While this statement reveals a remarkable 
truth in the physical world, a truth which 
science has established only recently, and 
which was not known to the world generally 
at the time of the Prophet, viz. ,  that water is 
the source of all life . . .  " 

As for the creation and evolution of man's self, 
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after giving Maulana Muhammad Ali's explanation 
of the six stages of creation culminating in the 
creation of man. let us look into Chapter 2, Al
Baqara, verse 30: 

"And when thy Lord said to the angels, I am 
going to place a ruler in the earth .. . " 

And further on in verse 3 1 :  
"And He taught Adam all the names . . .  " 

And in verse 34: 
"And when We said to the angels, Be sub
missive to Adam, they submitted, but Iblis 
(did not) .... " 

The Maulana's commentary on these verses could 
be summarized as follows. Adam was not the first 
man God created on earth. One can, beyond any 
doubt, accept that before Adam, the angels knew 
man in his primitive stages . The spiritual and 
intellectual development or evolution of man began 
with the Creator's announcement of placing a ruler 
on earth. Man's superiority to the angels and to the 
whole earth was thus established, so He taught them 
all the names and He ordered the angels to submit. 

From the above-mentioned commentary on 
Chapter 41, we have seen that two stages were 
ascribed for the creation of all life on earth. Out of 
the total of 4.5 billion years, these two stages could 
have lasted 1.5 billion years. And of these 1500 
million years, man's appearance could have been 
more than 100 million years ago. And this is 
exactly what science is telling us now only in the 
past century. 

Conclusions. 
1. Historical science indicates that the Holy

Quran can be traced back to the person of 
Muhammad but could so far not prove how a man 
with such simple background could produce such 
knowledge and wisdom as contained in this ultimate 
Divine Message. 

2. We have seen that with the creation of physi
cal man who came "out of the water" and nourished 
by the earth, does not only originate from nature 
but is mutatis mutandis "one with nature". Every 
"Mururoa " is a stab in man's own physical being. 

3. The spiritual development of man started
when Almighty Allah announced that he would 
appoint a ruler (Khalifa) on the earth and he would 
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teach him "all the names" .  And Allah still "teaches" 
us by sending the ultimate Prophet and now sub
teachers, Mujaddids, each century to clarify the 
"names" . In the last century it was by the Promised 
Messiah who explained the spiritual development of 
man from the haiwaniyyat (animal stage) via the 
stages of Jana. baqa. and liqa. to the ultimate 
destination of man in khoda-iyyat (nearness to God). 

... Continued from page 7. 
Revival of dead nations 

adequate for the body requires much knowledge and 
thought. To fight diseases and to keep the nation 
healthy and strong depends upon a suitable and 
balanced diet, and eating and drinking properly. 
Thales and the modern Western nations lay the 
greatest stress on food and drink being_pure, free of 
decay, balanced, and nutritious, so that the nation 
may be healthy and full of vitality and life. 

But Jesus rightly said: "Man shall not live by 
bread alone" (Matthew, 4:4). Good and balanced 
food, health and beauty, and merry-making, are no 
doubt the means which help and protect our 
physical lives, but they do not create spirituality, 
high morals or a connection with God, which is the 
ultimate aim of human life. As for merely eating 
and drinking, even the ass is capable of doing that. 

Just at the time of Thales, in Babylon Ezekiel 
was in search of that true spirit on which the life of 
a man and a nation really depends. Before Ezekiel, 
the Jewish priests and religious divines were 
considered as the custodians of the ancient traditions 
known as the Masorah and Mishnah. The priests 
were like our Muslim spiritual leaders who would 
create an atmosphere of sorcery in the temple and 
perform strange and perplexing rituals. Seeing this 
state of affairs, Ezekiel wept over the condition of 
his people. The Lord Jehovah then informed him 
that the children of Israel had lost their religion and 
their spiritual life, and were living like the idolators 
around them (exactly as the Muslims in India were 
following idolatrous customs). The reason was that 
there was no man among the Israelites who could 
show and proclaim the existence of God as a reality, 
the God Who represents goodness and truth. So full 
of grief, Ezekiel rose up among those captives and 
cried out: 
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, The word of the Lord came to me : "Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel . . .  Thus 
says the Lord God : Ho, Shepherds of Israel who 

have been feeding yourselves ! Should not 

shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat , you 
clothe yourselves with the wool , you slaughter 
the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep . . . .  
the strayed you have not brought back, the lost 
you have not sought, and with force and 

harshness you have ruled them. , 

- Ezekiel , 34 : 1 -4 .

He announced that the main object of the religious 
leaders (shepherds) is to safeguard the people .  They 

are l ike the roof which protects those who shelter 

under it and takes upon itself all the dangers which 

threaten from outside . All the attractive words of 
preaching and sermonizing are in vain. The true 
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goal of man' s  l ife is to lead a life of purity . The 
shepherds themselves must l ive l ives of purity . So, 

while Thales turned the attention of people towards 
external matters , Ezekiel urged them to bring about 
a change within themselves . The example of Ezekiel 
is the one which the Ulama of Islam and the

Muslims must fol low . 

Jesus too cal led his people towards spiritual 

food, but the disciples always imagined it to be 
physical bread . Till today the prayer for the "daily 

bread" is offered in all the churches . Whatever a 

nation prays for before God, that is what its heart 
wants to attain, and all its efforts are devoted to that 

end . 

(To be continued in the next issue: Ho w the "ass " of 

this verse are the general Ulama, and the "food and 

drink " are the religious scrip tures. ) I 

Scenes from the 1995 Convention 

Dr. Muhammad Ahmad 
President, AAII U.S.A. 

Mian Umar Farooq 
Vice-President, Central Anjuman 

More photographs on the following page • 
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Scenes from the 1995 Convention 

Sister Rahimi (Khadija) signing the bait form to join the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement 

in the presence of Sister Samina Sahukhan and Dr. Zahid Aziz. Sister Khadija Rahimi 
had accepted Islam the day before at the hands of Imam Shaukat of London. Brother 

Jafar Rahimi and his young son, Rahimi Jr., had joined the Lahore Movement 2 months 
previously after several months contact with Sister Samina Sahukhan at the hands of Dr. 
Muhammad Ahmad. 

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH 
THE BENEFICIENT, THE MERCIFUL

NORTH AMERICAN ISLAMIC CONVENTION 
AHMADIYYA ANJUMAN ISHAAT !SLAM LAHORE 

THEME: AHMAO\YYAT IN THE SERVICE 
OF !SLAM 

Brother James Sultan Muhammad from Mississippi delivering an impassioned and mov

ing speech. Brother James Muhammad, who had been in contact with Sister Samina, 
had joined the Movement several months before. He was instrumental in bringing 35 
people into the Movement. Another 20 people are ready to join. Alhamdolillah ! 
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Our Publications... Continued from back cover. 

By Hazrat Mina Ghulam Ahmad. 

The Teachings of Islam. 

Highly-acclaimed discussion of lhe Islamic palh for lhe 
physical, moral and spiritual progress of man. 
"The ideas are very profound and very true. " - Count 
Tolstoy, Russia. 

Testimony of the Holy Quran. pp. 103 

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza on his claim of being Pro
mised Messiah based on lhe Quran. 

Message of Peace. pp. 27 
Revised translation of lecture on establishing peace 
between Hindus and Muslims in India. 
"In the Ahmadiyya Movement which ... emphasises the 
spirit of tolerance, I see a great force for the propagation 
of Islam .•. • - Sir C. V. Raman, Nobel prize winner. 

Other books by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Muhammad, The Prophet pp. 200 
Researched biography of lhe Holy Prophet. Corrects many 
misconceptions about his life, and answers Western 
criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 

History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 
"Indeed two books (1) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The 
Early Caliphate, by Muhammad Ali together constitute the 
most complete and satisfactory history of the early Muslims 
hitherto compiled in English. • - Islamic Culture, April 
193S. 

The Muslim Prayer Book. pp. 90 
Full details of lhe Muslim prayer service, wilh words 
given in Arabic text, and transliteration.and translation into 
English. Illustrated with photographs. 

Living Thoughts of 
the Prophet Muhammad. pp. 156 

Brief biography of the Holy Prophet, and his teachings. 
• ... so beautifully done by Muhammad Ali ... should form 
part of the education of every person who aspires to know
the life and career of a great historical personality · -
Times of Ceylon.

The New World Order. pp. 86 
• ... makes a thorough analysis of the complicated problems
of the world ... examines the various solutions offered by 
Islam to the numerous problems of the modem world· -
The Dawn, Karachi.

Introduction to the Study of 
the Holy Quran. pp. 191  

Collection and arrangement of lhe Holy Quran and its 
essential teachings. 
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Muhammad and Christ. pp. 159 
Refutes Christian misinterpretation of lhe Quran lhat Jesus 
was •superior' to lhe Holy Prophet Muhammad. 

Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement. pp. 1 12 
Biography of Hazrat Mirza by his close associate Maulana 
Muhammad Ali. 

Other books. 

Introduction to Islam. pp. 66 
by Dr. Zahid Aziz. For younger readers and beginners. 
Basic Islam explained in question/answer format. 

The Debt Forgotten. pp. 159 
by Mr. Rahim Bakhsh. The debt owed by Muslims of lhe 
present-day to lhe work of lhe Ahmadiyya Movement. 

Ahmadiyyat in the service of Islam. pp. 149 
by Mr. Nasir Ahmad Faruqui, late head of lhe Pakistan 
Civil Service. Beliefs, claims, work and achievements of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement. 
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Our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali· of 
Lahore. His literary works, with those of the 
late Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame 
and distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement. " 
- Mannaduke Pickthall, famous British
Muslim and a translator of the Quran into
English, writing in 1936. 

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. pp. 1 300 

Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive 
commentary, comprehensive Introduction and large 
Index. Leading English translation. Has since 1917 
influenced millions of people all over the world. 
Model for all later translations. Thoroughly revised 
in 195 1 .  

•To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali 's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the
sun. " - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian
Muslim scholar, and himself a translator of Quran.

•The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and
achieving the standards of modem publications. " -
Amir Ali in The Student 's Quran, London 196 1 .

Deluxe, Standard, and Paper-back editions. 

The Holy Quran: other translations. 
Above work also available in Spanish and French. 
German and Russian versions coming shortly. 

The Religion of Islam. pp. 6 17  

Comprehensive and monumental work on the 
sources, principles and practices of Islam. 

• ... an extremely useful work, almost indispensable 
to the students of Islam. " - Dr Sir Muhammad
Iqbal, renowned poet and philosopher.

•such a book is greatly needed when in many 
Muslim countries we see persons eager for the 
revival of Islam, making mistakes through lack of 
just this knowledge. "  - Marmaduke Pickthall.

A Manual of Hadith. pp. 400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

• ... LATEST PUBLICATIONS ... • 

The Four Questions Answered. 
By Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. A Christian's 
questions about Islam answered. Completely revised 
translation, newly published. 

Islam - My Only Choice. pp. 36 

By Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. Compares the historicity, 
doctrines and practices of the major religions. 

Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal and 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. pp. 44 

By Maulana Hafiz Sher Muhammad. lqbal's views 
on, and relations with, the Movement. 

The Qadiani violation of 
Ahmadiyya teachings. pp. 46 . 

Shows how the main Qadiani beliefs violate the real 
teachings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Al-Hamdu-li-llah. pp. 18 

By Fazeel Sahukhan. Children's book with full color 
illustrations to teach them ten basic Islamic phrases. 
Suitable for age S and under. 

The Split in the 
Ahmadiyya Movement. pp. 1 1 7 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali. Discusses the doctrinal 
differences which led to the Split. Reprint edition 
contains added Appendix with supplementary notes. 

Martyrdom of Abdul Latif Shaheed. pp. 47

Events of life of Sahibzada Abdul Latif of Afghanis
tan executed in 1903 for being an Ahmadi. 

Essays on Islamic Sufi-ism. pp. 23 

Translations from writings of Dr. Basharat Ahmad 
and Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on Sufi-ism. 

List of books continues 
on the inside of this cover. 

For prices and further details, free color 
illustrated catalog and free literature, please 
contact Mrs. S.  Sahukhan at the address on 
the front cover. 
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