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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards 
the truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the 
natural beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political 
power, nor allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which 
accords them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of 
belief and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Ui 
ilaha ill-Allah, Muhammad-ur rasul Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1996 

About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and 
supporters in many other countries as 

well. In Berlin, it has a large historical 
mosque constructed in the mid- l 920s. 

Achievements: 
The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 
to Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 
1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the 
original Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, 
an eminent doctor and religious scholar, 
has led the Movement, at a time when it 
faces intense persecution and opposition. 
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A brief account of my life 

from the book 'Kitiib al-Bariyya' 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

(Editor's Note: We continue below the serialisation of 
the Promised Messiah 's own account of his life. He 
continues here his refutation of the erroneous belief that 
Jesus was raised up to God in bodily form.} 

Besides this, what the Torah meant was that, after 
crucifixion, the soul is not lifted towards God but 
goes towards hell. Accordingly, the last-mentioned 
point is part of the Christian faith. So these people 
hold the belief about Jesus that - God forbid - for 
three days which were the days of curse he re
mained in hell - God forbid. And when the days of 
the curse were over, he was lifted towards Almighty 
God in the very body in which he had been put on 
the accursed cross and which had not been cleansed 
through the punishment of hell. Now the Christian 
people themselves admit that the days of the curse 
required that the soul of Jesus should go to hell, and 
then the days of purification from the curse required 
that his soul be lifted towards Almighty God. Now 
since they have admitted, as regards the days of the 
curse, that only the soul of Jesus had gone to hell, 
it follows that as regards the second aspect too they 
will have to admit that only his soul went towards 
God, and it was not accompanied by the body which 
- God forbid - had become impure due to the ac
cursed cross. For, considering that during the
period of the curse the body remained in the tomb
for three days, and only the soul went to hell to
suffer the consequence of the curse, then how was
the body lifted towards God Who, according to their
belief, is a Spirit? Naw it was imperative that the
body should have gone to hell, for although the
curse was cast upon the heart of Jesus, yet the body
was also included with the heart, especially for the
reason that the Christian hell is a physical furnace
only, without any spiritual punishment in it.

In short, all this investigation proves that by tak
ing the ascension of Jesus as being in bodily form 
the Christians have filled their beliefs with errors 
and contradictions. The truth is that only his soul 
was elevated towards Almighty God, and that too a 
long time after the crucifixion. 
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No proof of Jesus' bodily ascension. 

It is also established by this enquiry that putting for
ward the raising of Jesus towards God as an evi
dence of his divinity is entirely senseless and 
foolish. The fact is that when the Jews, as they 
thought, crucified the Messiah, they began to 
frustrate the Christians constantly by saying that 
Jesus was - God forbid - accursed, and repelled 
and forsaken from God, and that this was why he 
underwent crucifixion. Now although Jesus had 
been saved alive, it was not prudent that he should 
again appear before the cruel Jews. So the Chris
tians got out of it by saying that after the days of 
the curse Jesus went to the sky in the presence of 
such and such a man or woman. But this was either 
an absolutely false claim or the delusion of a men
tally unstable woman. For, had Almighty God 
intended to take Jesus to the sky in bodily form, and 
thereby to remove from him the stigma of the curse 
by this demonstration, then it was essential that 
Jesus should have been bodily lifted to the sky in 
the presence of some ten or twenty Jewish leaders, 
chief priests and religious scholars so that the 
argument would have been made conclusive to 
them. It should not have been the case that this was 
seen by an ignorant woman from among the Chris
tians, or by some other Christian of that kind, so 
that the public would have ridiculed their testimony 
and applied to them the well-known saying: "The 
masters do not fly, the disciples say that they fly." 
After all, what was gained by this meaningless 
ascent, for which there is no proof either. 

By this claim the Christians are proved false 
themselves, for, while taking to hell they do not 
allow the body to go along. This is a very clear 
question: since only the soul had gone to hell as a 
result of the curse, the same soul, in the state of pu
rity, should have gone to Almighty God. What had 
the body to do with it? On the other hand, the body 
was also impure as a result of the curse. But 
remember that we do not accept that Jesus had at 
any time become accursed - God forbid - and as 
the word curse implies, he had forsaken God, 
become an enemy of God, and joined the followers 
of the devil. However, if he had been crucified, 
then all this would have to be admitted. What we 
are discussing at this moment is that my new re
search, which has been granted to me by Almighty 
God for the breaking of the cross, has clearly 
established the following two points. Firstly, that 
Jesus did not at all ascend in bodily form, and there 
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is no evidence of such ascension, nor was there any 
need for it. On the other hand; he attained spiritual 
ascension at the age of one hundred and twenty 
years, to which the Holy Quran bears witness. But 
at the time of crucifixion he did not experience even 
the spiritual ascension. In fact, he lived for another 
eighty-seven years after it. It is a mistake of our 
ulama that they believe Jesus to have ascended 
bodily immediately after the cross, for, on the other 
hand, they also admit that he had reached the age of 
a hundred and twenty years. Now they ought to be 
asked the question that as it has been decidedly 
proved by the uninterrupted history of the Jews and 
the Christians, supported also by Greek and Roman 
history books, that Jesus was crucified at the age of 
thirty-three years, and the same is also understood 
from the clear statements of all the four Gospels, 
then how is it that he was lifted at the age of a 
hundred and twenty years? The hadith report refer
ring to [the age of Jesus as] a hundred and twenty 
years is considered as authentic by the experts of 
the science of Hadith and its narrators as being 
sound. Placing the limit of a hundred and twenty 
years is something which also proves that he died 
after this. 

How could the curse be for only three days? 
To summarise, the crucifixion of Jesus would, 
according to the Torah, have only prohibited that he 
attain spiritual ascension like all other righteous and 
holy persons. And it was this which was also the 
repeated objection of the Jews. Hence for the Chris
tians to adopt the view that Jesus was in fact cruci
fied, and then to concoct the story that after being 
delivered of the cross he went to the sky, three days 
later, in bodily form, in the presence of certain 
Christians, is an utterly meaningless and absurd 
explanation. For, when they accepted, in accor
dance with the Torah, that Jesus, on being cruci
fied, had, in fact, become the object of curse, then 
the Torah undoubtedly forbids him from ascending 
to the sky, otherwise Torah itself is falsified. How 
can it be accepted that the sentence of the Torah 
regarding the curse was eternal for others but 
limited to only three days for Jesus? There is no 
such exception in the Torah. In fact, that curse 
means eternal curse which can never be removed. If 
in the book of Moses, the Torah, there is even any 
mention anywhere of three days, let the Christian 
gentlemen show us that place. As an arbiter, I 
testify that if Jesus was in fact crucified then in that 
case the Jews are undoubtedly in the right to declare 
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him as worthy of the eternal curse and of going to 
hell. 1 There is not a word in the Torah which could 
support the Christians as regards the curse of three 
days. After accepting the crucifixion the Christians 
have no retreat left, and having admitted the cruci
fixion the plea that a certain woman or man had 
seen him ascending to the sky is a most worthless, 
uncalled for and meaningless excuse. Would that 
this ascension had been shown to the Jewish reli
gious scholars and priests! And even if they had 
seen it, the result would only have been that they 
would have thought that the Torah was not from 
God. But as it is, the Christians have themselves 
given the Jews the upper hand. For, when they ac
cepted Jesus to have been crucified then it became 
unavoidable for them to admit the eternal curse. To 
say that the eternal curse cannot befall Jesus is a 
new claim which has not so far been justified by the 
Christians on the authority of the Torah. 

In reality the Christian people are in great trou
ble. Even if it is accepted, as an improbable 
supposition without any proof, that the curse due to 
crucifixion is eternal for others but was limited to 
only three days for Jesus, then this too falsifies the 
Christians. For, according to the dictionary, la 'nat 
(curse) itself is a word that is concerned with the 
heart and someone is called accursed when all the 
qualities of the devil appear in him and he becomes 
rejected and an enemy of God. Can we even for a 
moment suggest such conditions in respect of Jesus? 
Then how can that curse which was the consequence 
of crucifixion befall Jesus? And if it did not befall 
him, then nor was Jesus crucified. He had truly said 
that like Jonah he would remain in the heart of the 
earth for three days and three nights. 2 He knew well 
that Jonah had not died in the belly of the fish, and 
it is impossible that the parable related by him 
should turn out to be in error. 

In short, all these enquiries prove that the ascen
sion of Jesus to the sky in bodily form is a false 
proposition created by the Christians. Given that the 
Christians believe that Jesus did not go to hell in 
bodily form but only the soul had gone there - God 
forbid - then how did that body, which had not yet 
been cleansed of the curse by the punishment of 
hell, ascend to the sky? What an injustice that only 
the soul goes to hell but both body and soul go to 

l. Translator's Note: The author's lengthy footnote at this
point is given at the end of this instalment on the next
page under the title Author's footnote.

2. Matthew 12:39.
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God! Is it not the Christian belief that hell is a 
physical furnace containing huge pieces of brim
stone? Then why was the body not burnt in that 
fire, on which had been heaped all the curses of the 
world? If the father, deviating from justice, granted 
the concession to his son that instead of the curse 
being eternal it was limited to three days, and 
instead of hell being physical it was only the soul 
which was sent to hell, then one would wish that 
such remission had been granted to all the creatures, 
for if deviation from justice is permissible in case of 
the son then why not in respect of others? 

My Divinely-ordained mission. 
All these are errors on which Almighty God enlight
ened me so that I might warn those who have gone 
astray and bring into light those who live in dark
ness. Not only did I make clear to Christians their 
errors with a logical explanation, but also chal
lenged them with heavenly signs. So also those 
Muslims who had been entrapped in similar ideas, 
and were waiting for such a supposed dajjal and a 
supposed Messiah, a belief in whom would have 
once again laid the foundation of that polytheism 
which has been uprooted by the Holy Quran, and 
also would have destroyed the doctrine of the 
finality of prophethood. Hence Almighty God sent 
me to rectify that dangerous state of affairs and 
show people the way of pure Unity of God. Con
sequently I conveyed everything. 

Revival and strengthening of faith in God. 
Besides, I have been sent to strengthen faith and 
prove to mankind the existence of Almighty God, 
because the state of faith has become extremely 
decrepit in every nation. The next world is consid
ered to be only a myth, and everyone is demonstra
ting by his practical condition that the strength of 
faith he has in the (material) world and in worldly 
power and glory. and the level of reliance he places 
on worldly means, he does not at all have this faith 
in, and reliance on, Almighty God and the next 
world. Much is claimed with the tongue but in the 
hearts love of the material world dominates. Jesus 
had found the Jews in exactly this condition, and as 
is characteristic of weakness in faith the moral 
condition of the Jews also had greatly deteriorated 
and love of God had grown cold. The same is the 
condition now in my times. So I have been sent in 
order that the days of truth and faith return, and 
hearts are filled with righteousness. These very 
tasks are the real reason of my coming. I have been 
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told that heaven, having become very remote, will 
again come near to the earth. It is these matters for 
which I am the Mujaddid, and it is these works 
which I have been sent to perform. Among the 
objects which are the real reason of my appoint
ment, there is the strengthening of the faith of the 
Muslims and granting them fresh belief in God, His 
Book and His Messenger. The strengthening of faith 
has been accomplished at my hand in two ways. 
Firstly, by explaining the beauties of the teachings 
of the Holy Quran. and manifesting its miraculous 
truths, deep knowledge, light and blessings, which 
prove the Holy Quran to have been revealed by 
God. Accordingly, readers of my books can bear 
testimony to the fact that these writings are full of 
the wondrous secrets and subtle points of the Holy 
Quran, and so has it always continued. There is no 
doubt at all that as much as the Muslims' knowledge 
of the Holy Quran progresses, their faith will also 
increase by the same degree. 

The second way granted to me for the 
strengthening of the faith of the Muslims comprises 
the heavenly corroborations, acceptance of prayers 
and manifestation of signs. Accordingly, the signs 
which have appeared up to now are so numerous 
that no fair man can help but accept them. There 
was a time when ignorant Christians denied the 
miracles and prophecies of our Prophet, on whom 
be peace and the blessings of Allah, but now is the 
time when all the Christian clerics combined cannot 
make a stand before me. Signs are appearing from 
above, prophecies are being fulfilled, and miracles 
are making people wonderstruck. Thus how fortu
nate is that man who now derives benefit from these 
lights and blessings and does not stumble! 

Author's footnote. 
The following (Christian) books refer to Jesus as 
going to hell. Khaziinat-ul-Asriir, commentary on 
Gospel of Matthew by Rev. Imad-ud-Din, page 498, 
line 20: 

"God's entire wrath which is due to sin came 
upon him." 

Now it is evident that this "wrath" is what in other 
words is called hell. Again in the same Khaziinat-ul
Asrar, on line 22, the following prophecy about the 
Messiah has been quoted from Psalms 88:6: "Thou 
hast put me in the depths of the Pit, in the regions 
dark and deep". Now it is clear that these regions 
of darkness are hell according to the Christians. 
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Then in the book Jami 'at-ul-Fard 'iz, printed by the 
American Mission Press, Ludhiana, 1862, on page 
63, lines 16-17, it is written about the Messiah: 

"For, there is no sin which cannot be washed 
by his blood, there is no sin for which he has 
not compensated, and there is no punishment 
of sin which he has not undergone." 

It is clear that the special punishment for sinners is 
hell, suffering which is essential for suffering the 
punishment completely. Then on page 92, lines 
14- 15, of the same book, punishment has been
explained as follows:

"Believers, just as they die, enter the place of 
ease, and non-believers fall in hell at the 
same time. "  

This also clarifies that Jesus, on taking all the sins 
upon himself, necessarily underwent the punishment 
of hell. In the pamphlet Ma'amudiyyat-ul-Balighin, 
on page 291 ,  lines 1 and 2, the belief of the Chris
tians in respect of Jesus is explained: suliba wa 
miita wa qubira wa nazala ila-1-jahfm, 3 i.e. Jesus 
was crucified, he died, entered the grave and 
descended into hell. 

Now it is quite clearly shown by all these writ
ings that Jesus went to hell and he experienced all 
the punishments. Christians also admit that the pun
ishment of the cross was merely for a few hours but 
the curse lasted for three days after death. Now it is 
clear that during the days of the curse some sort of 
punishment must have befallen Jesus and that pun
ishment is nothing except hell . Further, if it was the 
duty of Jesus that he should fulfil the justice of God 
by undergoing the punishment himself, then if he 
experienced the pain of the world for only a few 
hours (on the cross) and did not go to hell, in that 
case how could the justice of God be fulfilled? Now 
the fact is that in the commentary on the Gospel of 
Matthew Rev. Imad-ud-Din writes: 

"God turned away from in front of the heart 
of the Messiah so that He should fulfil) His 
justice", 

i.e., due to the curse the heart of Jesus became
dark. In the commentary of the Acts of the Apostles

3. In some of the present Christian books, in place of hell
the word written is hawis which is a Greek word meaning
htiwiyya (hell), which is called hiiwith in Hebrew. In fact.
both these words htlwis and htlwith have been derived
from the Arabic word hilwiyya.
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known as Tal}cirat-ul-Abrdr, published in 1879 by 
the American Mission Press, Ludhiana, it is written 
about Jesus: 

"We thank the Lord Messiah, that by carry
ing the entire curse of the Law on himself in 
his death on the cross, he freed us, who 
believe in him, from the curse of the Law; he 
became accursed himself in our place. In 
reality we were all accursed and this curse 
was to be upon us till eternity. We could 
never free ourselves from under it because 
we were helpless and weak. However, he 
became accursed for our sake in that he bore 
our curse on himself and freed us from it. 
Himself also he came out from under the 
curse on the third day. " 

At this place, the true nature of the justice of the 
Christians is also exposed, in that the curse is 
eternal for others but only for three days for the 
son. I have already stated that even a moment's 
curse makes one like Satan, as is written in the 
book Jami 'at-ul-Fara 'iz on page 92: "Devils will 
accompany that army of the unbelievers". In any 
case, it is the belief of the Christians that for three 
days of the curse Jesus had been suffering the 
torment of hell. 4 In the book Rah-e-Zindagi, printed 
at Allahabad, 1850, page 65, line 8, it is written: 

"This punishment (i .e., the punishment of the 
sinner) is usually expressed by the word 
death, death not only of the body but also of 
the soul, not only worldly but eternal. " 

In this very book Rtih-e-Zindagi, which is written 
by Dr. Hodge, D.D., an American, it is stated: 
"Curse and death and wrath and the punishment 
which will befall the sinners are all one and the 
same thing. "  Then the same author writes in sup
port of this belief: 

"The Messiah has said that the sinners would 
be thrown in that hell whose fire would never 
be extinguished (Mark, eh. 9, v. 48) ."  I 

4.  Some ignorant Christians say that Jesus had gone to hell 
to preach to the prisoners of the nether regions. However 
an intelligent person would wonder as to what was the 
requirement of curse - to go to suffer the punishment or 
to admonish. What can an accursed one admonish to 
another? Besides, what benefit will the dwellers in hell 
derive from the admonishment? After death everyone 
understands the right path. If understanding at that time 
could avail, then not one person would remain in hell. 
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Dignity of man as 

emphasised by Islam 

Speech at Columbus Convention, 
August 1995 

by Mr. Vaseen Sahukhan, Canada 

Islam, the true and perfect religion, has made 
unique contributions to human civilization; and 
among these is the concept of the dignity of man. 
According to the Holy Quran, man is the noblest of 
God's creation, as it says: 

La qad khalaq-na-l-insana fi ahsani taqwfm. 
"Certainly We created man in the best 
make."  - 95 :4. 

At another place the Holy Quran declares: 

"And surely We have honoured the children 
of Adam and We carry them in the land and 
the sea, and We provide them with good 
things, and We have made them to excel 
highly most of those whom We have cre
ated. "  - 17 :70. 

Man was made Allah's vicegerent on earth, and he 
was destined to rule over everything around him. 
Says the Glorious and Bounteous Quran: 

� And when thy Lord said to the angels: I am 
going to place in the earth one who shall rule 
in it. " - 2:30. 

And the idea of man being the ruler of the universe 
is repeated in many verses of the Holy Book. For 
example, 

"And He has made subservient to you what
soever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in 
the earth, all from Himself. " - 45 : 13 .  

"Allah i s  He Who made subservient to you 
the sea that the ships may glide therein by 
His command, and that you may seek of His 
grace, and that you may give thanks. "  -
45 : 12 .  

"He has made subservient to you the sun and 
the moon; each pursues its course till an 
appointed time. " - 3 1  :29. 
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"And He has made subservient to you the 
night and the day and the sun and the moon. 
And the stars are made subservient by His 
command. Surely there are signs in this for a 
people who understand. " - 16:  12. 

Man's degradation. 

According to the noble religion of Islam, man's 
position in nature was that of a conqueror. He was 
created to control all the forces of nature and to rule 
in the earth and not to bow before them. But man 
degraded himself to the utmost when he started 
worshipping the earth, rivers, trees, fire, the sun 
and the moon and the stars, and all those objects of 
nature which were made subservient to him. He 
even worshipped unhewn stones, and sometimes 
carved out idols with his own hands and worshipped 
them as if they were Divine, or as if they controlled 
good or evil for him. As the Holy Quran says: 

"Do you worship that which you hew out? 
And Allah has created you and what you 
make . "  - 37 :95-96. 

And as Abraham, peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, asked his Sire: "Why dost thou 
worship that which neither hears, nor sees, nor does 
it avail thee in the least" ( 19:42). The gravest of 
sins, according to the Holy Quran, is shirk or 
associating others with Allah. This is not due to a 
feeling of jealousy on the part of God, but because 
shirk demoralizes man, while Divine unity brings 
about his moral elevation. That is why Islam has 
laid so much emphasis on Tauheed or oneness of 
God, which is the most fundamental principle of the 
Islamic faith. 

Oneness of God taught by Moses and Jesus. 
All prophets and messengers of Allah, the Lord of 
the worlds, believed in and taught the Unity of God. 
In Deuteromony 6:4 Moses is reported to have 
declared with clarity and force: 

"Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord 
is One. " 

And the first commandment revealed to Moses was: 

"I am the Lord thy God . . .  Thou shalt not 
have strange gods before Me. "  - Exodus 
20:2-3. 

When Jesus was asked, "Which is the first command
ment of all?" he answered in the words of Moses: 
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"The first of all commandments is, Hear, 0 
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One." 
- Mark 12:29. 

And in John 17:3 Jesus says: 

"And this is the life eternal, that they might 
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast sent." 

Attainment of knowledge by man. 
Man was endowed with vast capabilities for attain
ing knowledge. In the first place, he was given 
knowledge by Allah, as the Holy Quran says: 

"And He gave Adam knowledge of all 
things ." - 2:3 1 .  

The Arabs were an illiterate people, and reading 
and writing was so rare among them that it may be 
said not to have existed at all . The Holy Prophet 
himself did not know reading and writing and is 
called ummf nab£, an unlettered Prophet, as stated 
in the Quran: 

"And thou didst not recite before it any book, 
nor didst thou transcribe one with thy right 
hand." - 29:48. 

Yet the first Divine message received by him was 
about reading and writing. As the Quran says: 

lqra bismi rabbi-ka-lladhf khalaq, 
Khalaq-al-insana min 'alaq, 

Iqra wa rabbu-kal-akram, 
Alladhf 'allama b-il-qalam, 

'Allam-al-insana ma lam ya 'lam. 

"Read in the name of thy Lord Who creates. 
Creates man from a clot. Read and thy Lord 
is most Bounteous, Who taught to write with 
the pen. He taught man what he knew not." 
- 96: 1-5.

Read and write was, thus, his first message, and to 
these two means of gaining knowledge of things the 
faculty of observation was also granted to man. The 
Holy Quran has repeatedly invited the attention of 
man to the creation of this universe and the various 
phenomena working around him. 

He is asked to observe and reflect. To quote one 
instance from the Quran: 

"In the creation of the heavens and the earth 
and the alternation of the night and the day, 
there are surely signs for men of under-
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standing. Those who remember Allah stand
ing and sitting and (lying) on their sides and 
reflect on the creation of the heavens and the 
earth: Our Lord, Thou hast not created this 
in vain!" - 3 : 189-190. 

The process of observing and reflecting convinces 
man that everything made by God is perfect. He 
sees no incongruity in Allah's creation, and this 
naturally leads him to His glorification. 

"Glorify the name of thy Lord, the Most 
High! Who creates things, then makes them 
complete; and Who makes things according 
to measure, then guides them to their goal ." 
- 87 : 1-3.

Man, before Islam, was at the lowest ebb of human 
civilization. He was just a slave of nature's forces. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and the blessings of Allah 
be upon him) raised him to the dignity of the master 
and the ruler, and it was due to this realization of 
man's position in the universe that the Muslims in 
their very early history took vigorous strides to
wards the expansion of knowledge and the advance
ment of the sciences. 

Reading and writing was within a few years 
spread throughout the whole of Arabia and other 
countries which came under the influence of Islam, 
and the Muslim State so encouraged the pursuit of 
study and scientific research that centres of learning 
and universities sprang up throughout the Empire of 
Islam. The renowned writer and author, H. Hirsch
feld, writes in his book New Researches: 

"Never has a people been led more rapidly to 
civilization, such as it was, than were the 
Arabs through Islam. And to it was also 
indirectly due the marvellous development of 
all branches of science in the Muslim world." 

Man's sinlessness at birth. 

According to Islam, every child is born in a state of 
sinlessness; and it is afterwards in life that a person 
becomes a Jew or a Christian or anything else by 
following the religion of his parents. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and the blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said: 

"Every child that is born conforms to the true 
religion (Allah's fitrah); and it is his parents 
who make him a Jew or a Christian or a 
Magian. "- Bukhari, 32:79. 
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Allah's jitrah means the nature made by Allah: 

"So set thy face for religion, being upright, 
the nature made by Allah in which He has 
created men. There is no altering Allah's 
creation. This is the right religion - but 
most people know not. " - 30:30. 

Every child is thus recognized by birth to be a 
Muslim; and the purity of human nature is not 
affected by his being born of non-Muslim parents. 

The Holy Prophet once related a vision in which 
he had seen the prophet Abraham in paradise with 
children all around him, and he added that those 
were all the children who had died in the state of na
ture, i .e .  before they attained the age of discretion. 

Some of the companions of the Holy Prophet 
thereupon asked him if the children of the polythe
ists were also included? The Holy Prophet replied: 

"Yes, the children of those who set up gods 
with God (mushrikin) as well. " - Bukhari . 

The doctrine of sinlessness of man by birth is an aid 
to his leading a sinless life. If a man does good and 
avoids evil, he is true to his nature. It further 
strengthens him to overcome sin, because he knows 
that nature had fitted him for this task. And step by 
step he can further rise to very high spiritual levels . 

The goal of life for a Muslim. 
Not only that no impurity is attached to man by 
birth, but he also partakes of the Divine nature, for 
it was the Divine spirit that was breathed into man, 
into every human child . As the Holy Quran says: 

"Who made beautiful everything that He 
created, and He began the creation of man 
from dust. Then He made his progeny of an 
extract of worthless water. Then He made 
him complete and breathed into him of His 
spirit. "  - 32:7-9. 

The Divine Spirit spoken of here is something 
distinct from the animal soul. It shows a mystic 
relation of the spirit of man with the Divine Spirit, 
and refers to the higher life of man. The destiny of 
man, according to Islam, is thus higher than mere 
conquest of nature; it is to seek union with the 
Divine Spirit. The goal of life is liqa-Allah, or the 
meeting of God. In the language of the Holy Quran: 

"O man! Thou must strive a hard striving (to 
attain) to thy Lord until thou meet him. " -
84 :6. I 
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Revival of dead nations 

Work of Ezekiel, 
Messiah and Mujaddids 

by Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi 

9 

3 

"Or, like him who passed by a town, and it had 
fallen in upon its roofs. He said: When for how] 
will Allah give it life after its death? So Allah 
caused him to die for a hundred years, then 
raised him. He said: How long have you tarried? 
He said: I have tarried a day, or part of a day. 
He said: Nay, you have tarried a hundred years; 
but look at your food and drink - years have not 
passed over it! And look at your ass! And that 
We may make you a sign to people. And look at 
the bones, how We set them together then clothe 
them with flesh. So when it became clear to him, 
he said: I know that Allah is possessor of power 
over all things. " - The Holy Quran, 2:259. 

(Editor's Note: The last part of this serialisation ap
peared in our September-October 1995 issue. The 
author had shown that this verse describes the vision of 
the biblical prophet Ezekiel who lamented before God at 
the fallen condition of the Israelites and their religious 

leaders. God showed him in this vision how and when 

the dead nation would be raised to life again. The same 
principles of how spiritual life is awakened, explained 
the author, also apply to the death and life of the Muslim 
nation.} 

The food which decays not ("but look at your food 
and drink - years have not passed over it ! ") is the 
living word of God which gives life to the nation. 
The Torah was in existence and God was sending 
fresh revelation through the Biblical prophets from 
time to time. But "look at your ass", i .e .  the ulama 
or religious leaders who were the custodians of the 
Torah. They were unable to derive benefit from the 
heavenly scriptures, which were the most excellent 
spiritual food. The Holy Quran mentions the same 
"ass" elsewhere as follows: 

"The likeness of those who were given the 
Torah [literally, on whom the Torah was 
placed] but who observed it not [literally, did 
not bear it] is as the likeness of the ass carry
ing books. "  - 62:S. 

The "ass" stands for the ulama who neither under
stand nor act upon the Torah. Their only concern is 
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to earn their livelihood. In the Holy Quran, the 
Bible, and the Hadith, three ass riders are men
tioned: Ezekiel in the Quran, Jesus in the Bible, and 
the dajjal (Antichrist of the last days) in the Hadith. 
The ass in reference to the last two above is well
known, but the prophet Ezekiel was also a Messiah 
and so it was necessary for his ass to be mentioned, 
as it is in the above verse (2 :259). 

Note that in the prophecies about the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad in Hindu scriptures he is 
mentioned as riding a camel. This sort of speech is 
very common in the Hindu scriptures wherein rishis 
or devtas (prophets and holy men) are said to be 
riding bullocks, goats, lions and mice. This has a 
particular significance and meaning which it is not 
possible to discuss here at length. 

Just as the bad ulama are likened to the ass, its 
voice too has been called "hateful" :  

"Surely the most hateful of voices i s  braying 
of asses." - The Holy Quran 31 : 19. 

The same has also been said in the Vedas as 
follows: 

"O lndra (God), beat the ass which is dishon
ouring you with its hateful voice." 1 

It is clear that by this ass is meant the worshipper, 
the one praying, who strains the ears and minds of 
others with its repugnant voice, but fails entirely in 
good deeds. Most animals utter a noise when happy 
or afraid, but the braying of the ass is purposeless 
and irrelevant to the occasion. This is exactly the 
case of those ulama who make long speeches which 
are contrary to the needs of the age and unpleasant 
upon the ears and the minds, and which repel the 
men of reason and sense away from the religion. 
Just as people hate food that has turned rotten and 
is distasteful, similarly these irrelevant tunes sung 
by the ulama are disliked by the people of fine 
thinking. And just as fresh, wholesome food is good 
for the body and improves health, so do the words 
of the godly scholars delight the soul and create 
love for the faith in the heart. 

The ass of the dajjlil. 

We have explained that in the Holy Quran the 
ulama of the Jews are likened to the ass. But why 
was the condition of the Israelites told to the Mus
lims? It was so that Muslims should guard them-

I .  Rig Veda, mandal 1 ,  sukl 29, mantra 5. 
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selves against the bad ways for which the Jews were 
condemned as being under Divine wrath (maghdab) 
and the Christians as being misguided (dii/). It is 
our story that is related but the name is that of the 
Israelites. 

The ass that the dajja/ is prophesied to be riding 
are those u/ama upon whom the Christian critics are 
riding. They give such ludicrous explanations and 
interpretations of Islam that the Christian mission
ary is able to ride upon the backs of these u/ama. 
Thousands of Muslim religious divines throughout 
the Islamic world took baptism and became Chris
tians, and thousands of books were written by 
Christians against Islam and the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, yet none of the ulama had the good 
fortune to refute this deluge of the Western criti
cism of Islam. Their pens are sharp enough to slit 
the throats of one another, but are helplessly blunt 
in response to the Christian and Arya critics of 
Islam. Rather than spreading Islam in the world, 
they help disbelief and Christianity by their wrong 
beliefs. They invoke the name of the Quran, Islam 
and the preaching of the faith, only as political 
moves to gain control of the government. This is 
the sole and underlying purpose of all their efforts, 
exertions and vociferous campaigns. 

The good shepherd. 
In the language of Ezekiel and Jesus the ulama of 
the nation are its shepherds whose duty is not only 
to feed the flock but also to safeguard it from being 
ravaged by beasts and from other kinds of harm. 
There is no doubt that in the first place it is God 
Who is the guardian for the protection of His flock, 
and He appoints faithful deputies, the prophets, for 
this task. The prophets are then the shepherds, and 
in their absence others sent by God are the guard
ians. The good shepherd is the one who risks his 
own life for the sake of his sheep to protect them 
from beasts. Jesus says: 

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a 
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. " - John 
10: 1 1-12 .  

After the prophets and those sent by God, the 
good shepherds are the u/ama of the faith who feed 
the flock with their knowledge and reason: 
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"And I will give you shepherds after my own 
heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. " 2 

As against this, Jeremiah says regarding the bad 
ulama: 

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and 
scatter the sheep of my pasture. "  3 

The man sent by God is the "house of God". 

In the Quranic verse under discussion the town 
which Ezekiel passed by is, according to the Bible, 
known as bait el or the house of God. It is in 
reference to that town that he asks: When for how] 
will Allah give it life after its death ? In reply Allah 
is said to have caused Ezekiel to die and then raised 
him to life after one hundred years. What is the 
connection between the two? It is that Ezekiel 
himself is the house of God in which God lives. The 
living house of God in which He dwells is the 
Prophet. In some of the Gospels there is a false 
allegation of the Jews against Jesus as follows: 

"We heard him say: 'I will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and in three 
days I will build another. not made with 
hands' . " 4 

But according to John, eh. 2 verses 19 to 2 I .  this 
means not the temple building but "the temple of 
his body".  and Jesus is reported to have said: 

"Destroy this temple and in three days I will 
raise it up." 

In other words, he told the Jews that if they des
troyed him he would rise up after three days . If a 
building made of stone and wood can be called the 
house of God, then why cannot the person of the 
prophet, in which God dwells. be the house of God? 
Thus the prophet Ezekiel and the house of God are 
mutually related. 

The enemy king, Nebuchadnezzar, destroyed 
Jerusalem and the temple, and also carried away 
Ezekiel and the Jewish priests and leaders to capti
vity in Babylon. He not only destroyed the house of 
God but also the Israelite nation, in whom God 
dwelt (because of the prophets and the Divine 
revelation which came among them). The destruc-

2. Jeremiah 3 :  15 .  See also 23:4 and Ezekiel 34:23.
3. Jeremiah 23: 1 .
4. Mark 14:58; 15 :29. Matthew 26:6 1 :  27:40.
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tion of the house of God is, in fact, the destruction 
of the Israelites, and the re-building of the temple is 
the coming to life of the prophet Ezekiel and the 
Israelite nation. The reference in this verse to 
Ezekiel dying for a hundred years and then rising to 
life indicates the death and life of his nation, the 
span of which was a hundred years. In this dream 
and vision Ezekiel was shown in detail the re
building of the temple, which is mentioned in the 
book of Ezekiel from chapter 40 to 43 .  The re
building of the temple and the freedom of the 
Israelites came after about a hundred years. The 
temple was destroyed in 599 e.c. and re-built in 
5 15 e.c. This is roughly a hundred years, which 
was disclosed to Ezekiel in his vision. It was by his 
efforts that the Israelites were revived to life, 
though the re-building of the temple and their 
gaining of freedom did not happen in his life-time, 
just as the mission of Jesus was completed after his 
life . 

Revival of the people or giving life to dead 
bones. 

The question in the verse may be taken in two 
possible ways. One is when will life be restored to 
this nation? The condition of the nation was utterly 
ruined, and it was dead without any visible prospect 
of being raised to life again. But all is possible by 
the power of Almighty Allah. There may be no 
flesh on the bones, and the bones themselves may 
be dispersed and scattered, nonetheless Allah can 
bestow the knowledge and understanding on one of 
His efficacious physicians so that he can bring the 
bones together, cover them with flesh, and breathe 
life into them, making them into a living being. The 
answer to the question, when will He give life to 
them, is that it shall happen in a hundred years. One 
day of the life of an individual is equal to a hundred 
years in the life of a nation: 

"He said: How long have you tarried ? He 
said: I have tarried a day, or part of a day. 
He said: Nay, you have tarried a hundred 
years. " 

The other possible meaning of the question is: 
how will life be restored to this nation? One answer 
to it is that God will make the prophet Ezekiel the 
means by which it receives life because he is the 
one who, of all, is the most perturbed and dis
tressed at the condition of that nation. "And that We 
may make you a sign to people " means "you, and 
only you, will be the means of restoring life to the 
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nation,. . The great work of giving life to the dead 
will be accomplished through him. The bad ulama 
who are likened to the ass would never be able to 
bring this about. Spiritual life cannot be created by 
any government, however powerful, nor by the 
superficial ulama, nor philosophers and thinkers. 
This can only be done by one sent by God. He can 
be recognised by the fact that, seeing the dreadful 
condition of the nation and the triumph of the 
opponents, he rises in the night, for years and 
years, and falls prostrate before God, pleading: 
when and how will Allah give life to this nation 
after its death ? 

{To be continued.} 

Solomon 

The great king of Israel 

by Mr. Mirza A. Baig. Texas 

"And We made the wind subservient to Solo
mon; it made a month 's journey in the morn
ing and a month 's journey in the evening; 
and We made a fountain of molten brass to 
flow for him. And of the jinn there were those 
who worked before him by the command of 
his Lord. And whoever turned aside from Our 
command from among them, We made him 
taste of the chastisement of burning. They 
made for him what he pleased, of synagogues 
and images, and bowls (large) as watering
troughs and fixed cooking-pots. Give thanks, 
0 people of David! and very few of My ser
vants are grateful. " 

- The Holy Quran 34 : 12-13.

Solomon was the second son of David and Beth 
Sheba, and the third king of Israel. It is said that at 
the beginning of his reign God appeared to Solomon 
in a dream and offered him gifts, and the young 
king chose wisdom instead of fame from the gifts 
offered by God. 

By virtue of his piety and the extraordinary 
qualities of his head and heart, as bestowed by God, 
he was indeed a king of kings. 

Solomon ruled from 970 to 930 e.c. Israel had 

■ JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1996

assumed the leadership of the world and great 
kingdoms flourished starting with David and Solo
mon. He came when the Israelites were in the 
ascendent, following prophet David, and rose to 
giddy heights in Jerusalem. Even today you can see 
there scores of the kingdom's ruins spread over 
miles of hill and dale, especially in the neighbour
hood of the Bait-ul-Muqaddas - the great Aqsa 
Mosque - and the "Wailing Wall" ,  the remanent of 
the wall around the ancient Jewish temple, which is 
the popular place of worship and prayer. Tradition 
holds that it will never be destroyed. And, in fact, 
what is left is in pretty good shape; the construction 
is solid and robust at the bottom and tapers off 
towards the top. 

Solomon appears to have had a canny political 
sense in making alliances that would make Israel the 
world power of the day, and he hoped that the small 
but strategically-located country would become 
powerful. Accordingly he made alliances with the 
reigning Pharaoh and married his daughter. 

Solomon cemented his ties of friendship estab
lished by David with King Hiram of Tyre, in order 
to carry out the long-cherished desire of his father 
to build a great Temple for the Lord. So, from the 
forests of Lebanon Hiram sent the cedars and firs 
Solomon wanted, and supplied skilled craftsmen 
needed to build the magnificent building. 

Hiram and Solomon made a mutually profitable 
pact that lasted many years even after the Temple 
was finished. He made grandiose schemes even for 
housing his foreign wives. He fortified his cities 
and even built a navy with Hiram's help and guid
ance, who supplied experienced sailors. 

Solomon was a born engineer and under Divine 
guidance he mass produced easy-fitting steel armour 
for his army, and even discovered a new metal -
bronze - by melting copper and tin together in 
right proportions, an alloy suitable for wide applica
tion and usages. He set up training facilities for 
producing highly skilled workers from raw appren
tices under well-organised schemes. 

Historically, we can say that Solomon started 
dabbling in international finance where he was aided 
by the Phoenicians in building his navy, and the 
biblical money changers conducted a foreign ex
change business, converting foreign currency into 
coins that were acceptable in Jerusalem. I 
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Qadiani beliefs refuted in 

Internet exchange 

Our success in proving that Hazrat 
Mina did not claim to be a prophet 

by the Editor 

In the last issue of The Light, I described the use of 
the world-wide Internet computer network for dis
cussions, and my participation in the group by the 
name of soc.religion.islam, in which issues and 
questions relating in any way to Islam are aired. 
Recently, a discussion has been taking place regard
ing the belief that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
claimed to be a prophet. It began when a Qadiani 
sent a series of articles under the title "'Prophet(s) 
after the Prophet Muhammad", attempting to show 
that, according to Islam and Islamic authorities, 
prophets will continue to arise after the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad. I recall seeing the same series 
appearing previously at various times . 

The point at which I first noticed this discussion, 
a Qadiani from Queen's University, Canada, had 
challenged a statement by a Sunni contributor, 
Mr. Abdur-Rahman Daniel Lomax from Asheville, 
North Carolina, who had said that Hazrat Mirza had 
called anyone who claims prophethood after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad as an apostate . In res
ponse, Mr. Lomax quoted some such statements of 
Hazrat Mirza from the book Founder of the Ahmadi
yya Movement by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Seeing this, I backed up Mr. Lomax's article by 
sending further statements from Hazrat Mirza's 
writings in which he has denied claiming prophet
hood and denounced any claimant to prophethood 
after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, and also repea
tedly expressed his belief that no prophet, new or 
old, can come after the Holy Prophet . 

In response, another Qadiani from Canada I sent 
a long article which I recognised as being one of 
their pre-prepared writings which other Qadianis 
have sent to me before in personal discussions . 
Much of it is devoted to claiming that Maulana 
Muhammad Ali and some other Lahore Ahmadi 
spokesmen had at one time believed Hazrat Mirza to 
be a prophet. I responded that these arguments were 

l . I will refer to him by his initials, and call him Dr. I.R.
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irrelevant to the point under debate. The question 
being discussed was: if Hazrat Mirza claimed to be 
a prophet, as asserted by the Qadianis, then why did 
he deny claiming to be a prophet so frequently and 
so vehemently? The Qadiani reply also contained 
some brief extracts in which Hazrat Mirza had used 
words such as nab£ and rasul for himself, and I was 
asked how I could reconcile the statements denying 
prophethood with these. I replied that Hazrat Mirza 
had made it clear that wherever these words had 
been used it was in a metaphorical sense, and not as 
meaning an actual prophet. 

In subsequent articles, Dr. I.R. raised several 
objections to our stand-point. I summarise these 
below with my replies : 

Q. Are you saying that he never claimed pro
phethood?

A. In reply I quoted a passage in which Hazrat
Mirza says: " I  have never, at any time,
claimed prophethood in the real sense. "

Q. Why did he not use the word saint (wali or
muhaddas) if that was what he meant? Did he
not know the meanings of the word prophet
or the later two words? Did he not know the
difference between prophet and muhaddas?

A. I quoted extracts where Hazrat Mirza had
stated his claim to be that of being a
muhaddas, at the same time denying that he
was a prophet. However, it is most ironic
that a Qadiani should be raising this objection
for it is their belief that for ten years after
claiming to be the Promised Messiah (the
period 1 891 to 190 1 )  Hazrat Mirza wrongly
considered himself to be a muhaddas because
he "did not know the difference between
prophet and muhaddas "! Mirza Mahmud
Ahmad, the Qadiani Head, wrote as follows:

" . . .  previously he considered his prophethood
as being sainthood (muhaddas) . . .  According
to the previous definition of 'prophet ' in his
mind, he was not a prophet, and therefore
while all the characteristics of prophethood
were found in him, he refrained from calling
himself a prophet . "  (Haqfqat-un-Nubuwwat,
published March 1915 ,  pages 120 and 122)

So the official Qadiani belief is that 
Hazrat Mirza denied being a prophet when he 
acmally was a prophet because he did not 
know the right definition of 'prophet' !  
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Q. Hazrat Mirza never denied that he received
prophethood through obedience to the Holy
Prophet. He claimed to be an ummatf nabi (a
follower who is a prophet), did he not?

A. I quoted various extracts from h.iila Auham
where Hazrat Mirza has explained that the
concepts of being a 'follower' (ummati) and
of being a 'prophet' are opposite in meaning,
and therefore a person can never be both a
follower as well as a prophet. There is simply
no such thing. However, he has further added
that the description 'follower as well as
prophet' does fit a muhaddas because while
he is no more than a follower (of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad) , he does possess some
characteristics of a prophet in an imperfect
manner. And this is the sense in which, says
Hazrat Mirza, God has called him "follower
as well as prophet". The very presence of the
word 'follower' in this expression rules out
absolutely that he could be a prophet.

Ayk Ghalati Kii lzala. 
The two Qadiani writers in this debate both posted 
articles in which they included the Qadiani trans
lation of Hazrat Mirza's pamphlet Ayk Gha/ati Ka 
h.ala, entitled A Misunderstanding Removed. They 
were attempting to prove that Hazrat Mirza pub
lished this to clear the misunderstanding of some of 
his followers who wrongly believed that he did not 
claim prophethood. With supreme confidence, 
Dr. I.R. thundered at me: 

"Just answer this one question and read my 
words: What was the misunderstanding 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was trying to 
remove in that pamphlet ? Can you enlighten 
us this time? I have not addressed anything 
else for your convenience." 

I replied that this was obvious from the very open
ing words of this pamphlet. A follower of Hazrat 
Mirza had mistakenly told an opponent that the 
words nabi and rasal had never even been used in 
his writings for himself. So Hazrat Mirza wrote this 
pamphlet explaining, exactly as he always did, that 
these words undoubtedly occur in his writings but 
are used metaphorically, or according to their basic, 
root meaning, not in the sense which they bear in 
Islamic terminology as meaning a real prophet. 

Then Mr. Lomax said regarding my submissions 
that, despite the other information which I had 
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provided about Hazrat Mirza's denials of claiming 
prophethood, it would be better if I "would directly 
confront the problem that there are numerous 
statements which have been presented here [by 
Qadianis] , clearly claiming prophethood, and not 
particularly susceptible to clarification as merely 
metaphorical." 

In response, I explained that up to that point I 
was trying to establish the general principle that 
Hazrat Mirza did not claim to be a prophet, which 
was essential in order to properly clarify the mean
ing of the statements referred to by Mr. Lomax. I 
then took up several such statements as found in the 
Qadiani translation A Misunderstanding Removed, 
which are used to mislead people. In each case I 
showed that the same statement may be found in 
other works of Hazrat Mirza in a more detailed 
form, from where it is absolutely clear that those 
words are a claim of being a saint or muhaddas, and 
not of being a prophet. 

I also pointed out some errors in the Qadiani 
translation, most notably the following words: 

" ... my ignorant opponents accuse me of 
having laid claim to an independent prophet
hood and messengership. I had made no such 
claim ... " 

The word independent does not exist in the original 
Urdu. By inserting it, the intention is to convey that 
Hazrat Mirza only denied claiming to be an "inde
pendent" prophet, whereas he is in fact denying 
claiming to be a prophet at all. 

After I had posted my last submission to the 
newsgroup, Mr. Lomax sent the following contribu
tion: 

"Once again I thank brother Zahid Aziz for his 
cogent and able defense of Ghulam Ahmed's 
position on the sealing of prophecy, as well as 
his exposition of the distortion in translation of 
some of his writings by his erstwhile supporters 
among the Qadianis. To my mind, he has clear
ed Ghulam Ahmed of the stink of false claim on 
this matter, at least. I remain clear as to his 
station being beneath that of the genuine Mes
siah or Mahdi; how far beneath is a matter 
which is unclear to me. 

"It is apparent that whatever Ghu/am Ahmed 
may have done for good or evil, he did not 
claim prophecy in such a way as to leave Islam, 
and a/legations that he did are based on quotes 
out of context and an incomplete knowledge of 
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the sum of his writings. I have no essential 
objection (based in principle rather than detailed 
facts} to a claim that he was, metaphorically, 
Jesus, for example, and I have already pointed 
out one very clear parallel. 

"Jesus did not claim to be God, but certain of 
his statements, taken out of context, coupled 
with an ignorance of what else he said - or a 
twisting of its meaning - can make it seem 
that he did. 

"In fact, Ghulam Ahmed also made some state
ments like this too, such that some of his 
enemies have said that he claimed to be a 
prophet. With Jesus, it was the Sanhedrin 
which accused him of a claim to be God; thus 
the claim originally came from enemies; as with 
the Qadian section of the Ahmediyya, later 
Christians adopted the claim as their own. " 

It is very pleasing for us to see that Mr. Lomax has 
drawn the same parallel between Hazrat Mirza and 
Jesus, as regards the claims attributed to them, 
which the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement has been 
presenting for over eighty years . It is an evidence 
of the fact that Hazrat Mirza's life and mission bear 
great resemblance to those of Jesus . 

In an earlier article, Mr. Lomax had responded 
to a Qadiani who had asked him why he was seek
ing the views of Lahore Ahmadis on these ques
tions. Mr. Lomax wrote: 

"Rather, I have looked to the Lahoris for res
ponse to Qadiani claims; after all, they get 
tarred with the same brush, and have an inter
est in dispelling the rumors about Ghulam 
Ahmed; further, they are far more familiar with 
the literature than I. 

0P/us, I am very fond of their founder, 
Muhammad Ali, for the work he did in transla
ting and presenting the Quran in a form which 
has yet to be equalled in utility. I have no such 
fondness for the Qadian section, for I have seen 
little but controversy and argument from them, 
and the arguments are endless, going 
nowhere. " 

This opinion is an evidence that the very great 
service rendered to Islam by Maulana Muhammad 
Ali, especially by means of his translation and 
commentary of the Holy Quran, has not only helped 
the cause of Islam as such, but also made many 
people recognise that it is the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement which is the right and true representative 
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of the beliefs and claims of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad. I 

Another tribute to our 

Quran translation 

In the Atlas of the Islamic World Since 1500 by 
Francis Robinson (Time-Life Books, 199 1  reprint), 
which covers much of the history, religion and 
culture of Islam, the Bibliography (page 229, 
column 2) refers to English translations of the 
Quran and observes: 

"Notable for its precision is that of 
Muhammad Ali of Lahore, the version used 
with one exception throughout this book. '' 
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