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in England from 1913 for over 50 years. and in the U.S.A. 1980 to 
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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true. original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards the 
truth. by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the natural 
beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political power, nor 
allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which accords 
them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of belief 
and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lii 
iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rasul Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet. old or new. is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However. Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
oners in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-1920s. 

Acllievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution to 
Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the orig
inal Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement, at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Destined victory of Islam 

Mujaddid raised for this purpose 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

(As this is the annual issue commemorating the anniversary 
of the death of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, we publish 
below the opening text from his booklet 'Fath-i-lslam', 
published in 1890, his first writing after claiming to be the 
Promised Messiah raised both for the internal reformation of 
the Muslims and the defence and propagation of Islam.) 

The victory of Islam, glad tidings of the special 
assistance of God, and a call to the ways of 

following it and means of its support. 

My lord! place the spirit of blessing into this word 
of mine, and make the heart of men turn towards it. 

0 readers! May Allah protect you in both material 
and spiritual ways! Today. after quite a long time. 
this humble servant calls your attention to an 
important matter concerning the Divine mission for 
the support of Islam. entrusted to me by the Most 
High God. In this treatise. with all the power of 
speech God has conferred upon me. I wish to impress 
upon you the greatness of this mission and the need 
to assist it. so that I may be absolved of the duty of 
propagation which is incumbent upon me. I am, 
therefore. not concerned in this statement with what 
effect this writing will have upon the hearts. My 
object is only to convey. as best as it ought to be 
done. that which is my duty and the message which 
is a burden like debt. irrespective of whether people 
listen to it willingly, or look upon it with revulsion 
and disgust, whether they entertain favourable 
thoughts about me or harbour suspicion in their 
hearts. I leave my affair to Allah, Who is ever 
watchful over His servants. Now I write as follows 
the treatise indicated above. 

Present dark age. 
0 you seekers of truth and true lovers of Islam! It is 
clear to you that this age in which we are living is a 
time of such darkness that great deterioration has 
taken place in all matters, whether relating to belief 
or action. and a severe storm of misguidance and evil 
is raging from every direction. What is termed faith 
has been replaced by a few words merely professed 
by the tongue; and what are called good deeds are 
considered to be some rituals or works of extra-
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vagance and show. And there is utter ignorance of 
true righteousness. The philosophy and science of this 
age too is strongly opposed to spiritual welfare. Its 
teachings cast a very harmful influence upon its 
followers, and have proved to lead them towards 
darkness. They quicken the poisonous matter within 
man, and awaken the satan from slumber. People 
involved with these branches of knowledge often 
create such an aversion to religious matters in their 
hearts that they begin to look with scorn and ridicule 
at the Divine teachings and the devotional practices 
such as prayer and fasting. In their hearts there is no 
value or honour for the existence of God; on the 
contrary, most of them are imbued with godlessness 
and filled with atheism, being the opponents of faith 
while being known as the progeny of the Muslims. In 
the case of those studying in colleges, it often 
happens that before they have finished the acquisition 
of the necessary knowledge, they are finished in and 
divested of all interest in faith and its service. 

Honesty and integrity vanished. 
I have mentioned just one branch laden with the 
fruits of misguidance in the present age. But there are 
hundreds of other branches besides, no less dan
gerous. It is generally observed that honesty and 
integrity has so departed from the world as to have 
completely disappeared. Deceit and fraud, for the 
purpose of material gain. have increased beyond all 
limits; and the most wicked is considered to be the 
most worthy. All sorts of crookedness, dishonesty, 
corruption, deception, falsehood, the most devilish 
cunning, greedy designs, and evil habits are becoming 
rampant. Malice and disputes, combined with the 
most utter ruthlessness, are on the increase. A storm 
of bestial and animal passions is raging all around; 
and the more the people become accomplished and 
adept in these sciences and the established laws, the 
greater is their decline in the natural qualities of 
goodness and virtuous behaviour, and in the innate 
traits of modesty, shame, godliness and honesty. 

Christian defamation of Islam. 
The teachings of the Christians too are digging all 
sorts of tunnels to blow up the edifice of truth and 
faith. In order to extirpate Islam, the Christian people 
have worked very hard to create all manner of subtle 
falsehood and fabrications which they employ at 
every place and opportunity to rob the faith. Ever 
newer methods and modern techniques to mislead and 
misguide are being invented. They are abusing and 
reviling that Perfect Man (the Holy Prophet 
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Muhammad) who is the pride of all the holy ones, the 
crown of all the chosen ones, and the chief of all the 
prophets. So much so, that plays are staged in 
theatres which, with extreme wickedness, depict 
pictures of, and mimic Islam and its Holy Founder in 
a very foul sense. Fabricated calumnies are spread by 
the medium of the theatre, sparing no degree of 
villainy in dishonouring Islam and the Holy Prophet. 

Divine plan for defence of Islam. 
0 Muslims! listen, and listen attentively! All the 
intricate fabrications and the devious methods 
employed by the Christians to hinder the purifying 
influence of Islam, and the efforts made to spread 
them.by the utmost exertion and by the spending of 
money like water, so much so that the most disrepu
table means, the details of which are best omitted to 
avoid soiling this book, have been fully used to this 
end - these are the crafty activities of the Christians 
and the believers in the trinity. And until God, to 
combat their enchantment, shows His powerful hand 
possessing the might of a miracle, and smashes this 
talisman of magic by means of this miracle, it is 
impossible to imagine that the simple hearts can ever 
be freed from the spell of this Western wizardry. 
Therefore, to destroy this magical influenGe, God has 
shown the true Muslims of this age the miracle of 
raising this servant of His to fight the opponents, 
having bestowed upon him His revelation, word and 
special blessings, and endowed him fully with the 
subtle knowledge of His way. And He gave him 
many heavenly gifts, signs from above, and the 
knowledge of spiritual truths and fine matters, so that 
with this Divine stone the waxen idol made by the 
Western enchantment may be smashed. 

So, 0 Muslims! the advent of this humble servant 
is indeed a miracle of God to dispel the darkness of 
this spell. Was it not essential that to combat magic 
a miracle should come into the world? Do you 
consider it strange and impossible that, to defeat 
these schemes of extreme cunning which truly are 
magical, the Most High God should shine the flare of 
truth which has the strength of a miracle? 

God's promises fulfilled. 
0 people of wisdom! Be not astonished that God has 
sent down a light from heaven at this time of dire 
need and in these days of total darkness, and sent a 
servant into the world specially for the purpose of the 
propagation of Islam, dissemination of the light of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, support of the Muslims 
and the reform of their internal condition. Surprise 
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there would have been if God, the Defender of the 
faith of Islam, Who had promised that He would ever 
be the Guardian of the teaching of the Quran, and 
would never let it become lifeless, desolate and 
lacklustre, had done nothing seeing these internal and 
external troubles, and failed to recall His promise 
which He had clearly given in His Holy Word. I say 
again, what would have been a matter of surprise 
would be if the clear and plain prophecy of His Holy 
Messenger, which stated that at the head of every 
century God the Most High shall raise a man who 
will revive His religion, had gone wrong. 

So it is not an occasion for astonishment, but for 
offering thousands upon thousands of thanks, and the 
time for the strengthening of one's belief and faith, 
that out of His grace and kindness God has made true 
His promise without even a moment's delay in the 
fulfilment of His Messenger's prophecy. And He not 
only brought to pass this prophecy, but also opened 
the door to thousands of prophecies and signs for the 
future. If you really possess faith, you should express 
thanks, bowing before God with gratitude, because 
the time waiting for which your forefathers passed 
away, and yearning for which countless souls 
departed, has been found by you. To value it or not, 
to take advantage from it or not, lies in your hands. 
I will say it again and again, and I cannot refrain 
from declaring it, that I am that man who has been 
sent exactly at the right time for the reformation of 
the people so that the faith may be established afresh 
in the hearts. 

Mujaddid raised like unto Messiah. 
I have been sent like that man (i.e. Jesus) who was 
sent after the Kalfm-ulliih (Prophet Moses), whose 
soul was taken up to heaven after suffering many 
afflictions in the reign of Herod. So when, for the 
chastisement of the latter pharaohs, there came the 
second Kalfm-ulliih, who is in reality the foremost 
and the chief of the Prophets, of whom it is said: 
"Surely We have sent to you a Messenger, a witness 
against you, as We sent to Pharaoh a Messenger" 
(Holy Quran 73:15), and who was in his works the 
like of the first Kalfm-ulliih (Moses), but superior to 
him in rank, he too was promised a like of the 
Messiah. And that like-of-the-Messiah, bearing the 
power, spirit and qualities of Jesus the son of Mary, 
has descended from heaven in a similar age and after 
the lapse of a similar period of time to that which 
passed from Moses to Jesus, i.e. in the fourteenth 
century. And his descent was in a spiritual sense, as 



THE LIGHT 

is the descent of the Perfect Men, after their ascen
sion, for the reformation of mankind. Moreover, he 
has come in an age which, in all respects, is like the 
age in which Jesus son of Mary came, so that it may 
be a sign for those who understand. 

Triumph of Islam by spiritual means. 

No one should be hasty in denial, lest he be adjudged 
to dispute with God the Most High. The worldly 
people whose minds are in darkness and who are 
clinging to their old notions will not accept him. But 
that time will shortly come which will make their 
error manifest to them. A warner came into the 
world, but the world accepted him not. God, however, 
will accept him, and establish his truth with very 
powerful onslaughts. This is not the saying of a 
mortal, but the revelation of God and the word of the 
glorious Lord. I believe that the days of these 
onslaughts are near, but they shall not be with the 
sword and spear, nor will there be any need for 
bayonets and guns. On the contrary, God's help will 
come with spiritual armaments, and there will be a 
mighty battle with the Jews. Who are they? They are 
today's worshippers of the outward forms, about 
whom it is agreed that they are following in the exact 
footsteps of the Jews. The heavenly sword of God 
will cut them into two, and obliterate the Jewish trait. 
Every worshipper of the world, the one-eyed Dajjiil 
who hides the truth, being blind to faith, shall be 
slain by the sword of cutting arguments. 

Truth will be triumphant, and that day of fresh
ness and brightness will dawn again for Islam as pre
vailed in earlier times, and the sun of Islam shall rise 
again in its glory as it rose before. But it is not so 
yet. It is essential that heaven must keep it from 
rising until our hearts bleed with toil and sacrifice, 
and we forsake all comforts for its manifestation, and 
accept all manner of humiliation for the honour of 
Islam. The revival of Islam demands of us a sacrifice. 
What is that? That we lay down our lives for this 
end. This is the death upon which depends the life of 
Islam and the Muslims, and the manifestation of the 
Living God - and this is what is known in other 
words as Islam. It is the revival of this Islam which 
God the Most High now wishes to bring about. For 
the implementation of this grand plan it was essential 
that He should c-reate a great Movement which is 
effective in every way. 

So the Wise and Powerful God did just that by 
sending this humble servant for the reformation of the 
people. I 
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In memory of 

the Promised Messiah 

Tributes from prominent followers 
whose lives he changed 

compiled by the Editor 

5 

The May issue of The Light is traditionally devoted 
to articles about the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, in com
memoration of his death on 26 May 1908. Compiled 
below are extracts from the writings of several of the 
most prominent men of the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement, describing how Hazrat Mirza influenced 
and changed the course of their lives. 

The importance of the views expressed by these 
great men lies in the fact that their services to Islam, 
as well as their personal spiritual qualities, are 
acknowledged by vast numbers of Muslims outside 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. As Maulana Muhammad 
Ali asks in the extract below: Can an imposter 
produce such men? 

Maulana Muhammad Ali (d. 1951) 

Maulana Muhammad Ali's unique literary services to 
the cause of Islam have been acclaimed by eminent 
Muslim intellectuals all over the world, some of 
whom have confessed to finding the light of Islam 
through his books. In an Urdu booklet whose title 
means A Moment's Reflection for every Muslim and 
every Qadiani, published in 1949, the Maulana traces 
the factors and events which led him to devote his 
life for the service of Islam. 

, All I can say about myself is that if Almighty God 
had not guided me towards this work, I would, like 
my fellow-students, have become at best a successful 
lawyer or judge. But the man who directed me to this 
work, then set me on this path, and guided me corr
ectly is the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian. At a time 
when I had gone into a worldly path, he not only 
pulled me out of the mire of this world but also 
created within me a light of faith that has stayed with 
me throughout this struggle. I declare it openly that 
if the Imam and Mujaddid of this age had not guided 
me, I was not capable of doing this work. I received 
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a spark of the light which filled his breast. 

, The nineteenth century of the Christian era had 
drawn to a close. In exactly the year 1 900, when I 
was on my way to Gurdaspur to start my law 
practice, with all arrangements completed, the 
premises rented, and my belongings and books 
moved there, my Guide took me by the hand and 
said: You have other work to do, I want to start an 
English periodical for the propagation of Islam to the 
West, you will edit it. What great fortune that, on 
hearing this voice, I did not hesitate for a moment as 
to whether I should start this work or the work for 
which I had prepared myself. 

, This periodical was issued on I January 1 902 
under the title The Review of Religions. In 1 909 I 
began the English translation of the Holy Quran. 
When I look back today, after half a century, I fall 
before God in gratitude that He gave me such long 
respite and enabled me to do so much work. 

, In reality, this is not my work. It is the work of 
the one who took my hand and set me on this road. 
And not only myself, but whoever went to him he put 
a spark of the fire of the love of God in the heart of 
that disciple. Just like me, the late Khawaja Kamal
ud-Din too, by sitting at the feet of the Imam of the 
age, was blessed with opening the first Islamic 
mission to Europe at Woking, shedding such l ight on 
the teachings of Islam and the l ife of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad that the entire attitude of 
Europeans towards Islam changed. Not only this, that 
Mujaddid produced thousands of people whose hearts 
ached with the urge to spread Islam, and who gave 
their l ives and wealth to spread the Divine faith in 
the world. 

, To those people who harbour ill-feeling against 
the honoured Mujaddid, or who fail to give him the 
respect and love due to such a servant of the faith, I 
say: Has there ever been in the world a liar and 
imposter who filled the hearts of his followers with 
such an urge for the propagation of Islam, and to 
whom Almighty Allah gave so much help as to 
continue fulfilling his dreams and aspirations long 
after his death? In the beginning we did not have the 
longing that Islam should spread in the world. It was 
the yearning of the Imam of the age who set us on 
this work, and set us on it so finnly that the longing 
which was in his heart was disseminated to thousands 
of other hearts. . . .  

, Whatever work of the propagation of Islam we 
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have done up to  today, whether i t  i s  l ittle or much, i t  
is a l l  the outcome of his inner urge which Allah had 
strengthened with the power of His own Will. And 
Allah caused the foundations of the propagation of 
Islam in English-speaking countries to be laid by the 
hands of a man who himself was a complete stranger 
to the English language. , 1

Kbawaja Kamal-ud-Din (d. 1932) 

He was the famous founder of the Woking Muslim 
Mission in England, the first Muslim mission in the 
modem West. Some of the most prominent Muslims 
of the time patronised that mission and considered 
Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din as the Muslim missionary 
most capable of running such a centre. As one of 
them, Shaikh Mushir Hosain Kidwai of Gadia wrote 
in a booklet, Islam in England, published in 1 929: 

"I am far from being a follower of Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, but I cannot but 
give him credit for having fired English edu
cated Muslims with a missionary zeal for 
Islam. Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din is one of those 
men who were, so to say, reclaimed to Islam 
by the Mirza sahib, and that to this extent that 
he gave up his flourishing practice at the Bar 
and voluntarily accepted to be an exile and 
came to England with the sole object of 
preaching Islam. . . . There is no question of 
any new convert being fit to take his place in 
England when even among the seventy million 
Muslims of India I do not know of any other 
man who could have accomplished the self
assigned duty in a better way." 

Khawaja Kamal-ud-Din himself, in an Urdu 
booklet whose title means Causes of the Split in the 
Ahmadiyya Movement, pays the following tribute to 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad: 

, It was through him that I was rescued from Chris
tianity. to which I was getting nearer day by day. and 
in 1 892 I became a Muslim anew. Not only did I 
become a Muslim, but through his guidance and 
prayers I was able to make amends for the sin which 
had been taking me towards Christianity by showing 
Christians the right path today. It was the most 
auspicious and blessed day of my life in 1 893 when 
I took the pledge, at the hand of the Messiah sent by 

I .  Jamii'at-i Qadit111 m,r har M11salmii11 kay li'y laluna fik

riyya, pp. 8-1 1 .
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God. to hold religion above the world. I would give 
anything for those times which I spent in the 
company and service of this spiritually perfect man. 
which enabled me to fulfil my pledge as best as I 
could. How can I forget those favours and that love 
which he bestowed on me. especially on me! Even if 
I spent my whole life working for the aims and 
objects of the Divine mission of this Muslim 
Messiah, it would be little recompense for the 
continuous prayers he said for me.2 . . .  

, I took the bai'at on 22 November 1 893, and 
pledged at his hand to hold religion above the world. 
I have tried to fulfil this promise as far as I could. 
Hazrat Mirza sahib bestowed special favours upon 
me. He was affectionate to me as one is to a dear 
child. He prayed for me, and said endless prayers. 
Purely through the grace of God and the kindness of 
Hazrat Mirza towards me, I was able to be of service 
to him in difficult times, as no one else in the 
Movement. I was his adviser in the most delicate 
matters. He sought my advice regarding the future of 
members of his family and what would happen after 
him. He acted on my recommendations. On my 
insistence, he prayed to God in certain matters, and 
informed me of God's decision. , 3 

Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig (d. 1936) 

He was one of the handful of Muslim medical prac
titioners in the days when, regrettably, there was 
widespread neglect of, and indifference to, modem 
education among the Muslims of the Indian subconti
nent. He was also an untiring supporter and official 
of several Muslim educational, social welfare, 
charitable and political causes and bodies. He was a 
close friend of most of the Muslim leaders, in all 
walks of life, of the Punjab of his day. He writes: 

, I had the privilege of taking the bai'at a day 
before my brother, on 4 February I 892. The strange 
thing was that both of us brothers acquired an extra
ordinary love for Hazrat Mirza sahib by attending his 
company for only two or three days. Our hearts were 
attracted to him by a force like magnetism. I was 
fully convinced by just looking at the face of the Pro
mised Messiah that this could not be an imposter. I 
was not interested in the question of whether Jesus 
was dead or still alive, and it is by the grace of God 

2. lkhtiliifiit Silsila Ahmadiyya kay asbiib, p. 4.
3. ibid., pp. 58-59.
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that my heart never inclined towards this question, 
nor was I desirous of listening to a theological 
debate. What I needed was to take hold of a guide 
who showed the example of being a true follower of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, so that one would 
acquire love for the Holy Prophet and everything to 
do with him; and awe and reverence for God enter 
one's heart. so that one would develop a nature which 
resists every kind of sin and evil. 

, Seeing Hazrat Mirza sahib and listening to him 
convinced me utterly that he was devoted to the love 
and perfect obedience of the Holy Prophet. Awe and 
reverence for God marked every word of his. I 
became as convinced of his truth as one does on 
seeing the sun that the day has begun. So I took the 
bai 'at with him. After the bai 'at, I received such 
spiritual blessings and favours that I cannot be 
sufficiently thankful for them. This was entirely the 
favour of Allah, as I am a mere humble mortal. I 
cannot describe the spiritual pleasure and delight 
regarding faith in the unseen which one used to 
receive by seeing the signs of the truth of the 
Promised Messiah being fulfilled daily. It was a 
favour of God that He drove into my heart the truth 
of the Promised Messiah like a steel nail at such a 
young age.4 

, After the bai 'at, there was a prominent change in 
both of us brothers. Before that, we took no notice of 
prayer. fasting and other religious ordinances, and 
like other young people we gave no importance or 
value to the teachings of Islam. However, after the 
bai 'at, we became regular not only in the five daily 
prayers, but even in the tahajjud prayer; and we felt 
very much engrossed and moved during our prayers. 
We began to have true dreams, which were of an 
entirely new and delightful nature.5

, Sometime ago, when our father was telling a 
friend of his about the blessings of Hazrat Mirza 
sahib, he made mention of us as well. He said: 

.. I sent my sons to English schools and spent 
much on their education. They worked hard on 
their studies but when I used to see their 
attitude towards religion I used to worry for 
hours on end." 

, My father saw that we had no inclination for 

4. A'inah Sidq-o,Safii, biography or Dr. Mirza Yaqub Baig and
Mirza Ayub Baig. p. 28.

5. ibid., p. 1 2.
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prayer. Now and then we might join him for prayer, 
but generally we did not bother. There was no 
question of fasting. Sometimes we might fast on the 
day before 'id, but usually not even that . . . .  We had 
no bad habits, but we were not interested in matters 
religious either, and in fact we scoffed at religious 
practices. 

, My father told his friend: 

"When these two boys came and stayed with 
me in the summer holidays of 1 892 and 1 893, 
I found a complete transformation in them, 
which was astonishing. I was wondering how 
God had changed their hearts so much that 
they said all their prayers; at exactly the 
appointed time they would rise up for prayer 
with enthusiasm, love and tenderness of heart, 
and perf onn the prayer with the deepest 
feeling. Often I would notice that after the 
prayer their faces would be tearful, showing 
signs of awe and reverence of God Almighty. 
Seeing them in this condition at such a young 
age, I was so pleased that I bowed before God 
with thanks untiringly." 

, My father further told his friend: 

"I was pleased beyond all limits at the change 
in their spiritual condition, but it was a puzzle 
to me how they received this blessing at such 
a young age. At last, I came to know that these 
two boys gained this good fortune, righteous
ness and purity from taking the bai 'at of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised 
Messiah." 

, One of the main reasons why my father himself 
entered into the bai'at of Hazrat Mirza sahib was the 
practical change within us brothers, which gave him 
the opportunity to form an opinion about the spiritual 
purity and righteousness of Hazrat Mirza sahib. , 6 

Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi (d. 1977) 

Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi, best known for his 
voluminous work Muhammad in World Scriptures, 
was one of the greatest missionaries of Islam and 
scholars of comparative religion of this age. He 
entered into the bai 'at of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad in 1907 at the age of 19 and worked for the 
Central Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha 'at Islam Lahore 

6. ibid., pp. 3 1-33.

• MAY - JUNE 1996 

since its foundation in 191 4. His successful debates 
in India with Hindu and Christian polemicists, his 
world-wide travels as a Muslim missionary, and his 
l iterary services to Islam, have been acclaimed by
many prominent Muslims outside this Movement.

When he completed the compilation of the 3-
volumed, second edition of his famous work 
Muhammad in World Scriptures, he wrote an article 
about this book which begins as follows: 

, The Promised Messiah had announced in his first 
book Bariihf,i Ahmadiyya that he would put forward 
three hundred arguments as evidence of the truth of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad. He published this book 
in four parts in which, addressing the religious 
divines of all the religions of the world, he showed 
the Holy Quran to be a unique book, a great miracle 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, and a clear proof of 
the truth of his claim. This book is an unparalleled 
work as regards its nature and subject, and is a 
shining evidence of the Divinely-bestowed knowledge 
of Hazrat Mirza sahib and of his being the Mujaddid 
of the century. 

, This is the real work which must be the centre and 
the pivot of all the efforts of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement. Whatever will be done in this line will be 
dedicated to the name of the Promised Messiah and 
be considered to be his work and derived from him. 
Barii/rf,i Ahmadiyya was the book which gained 
tributes from the Ulama of the time, and this was the 
book by reading which my late father became an 
admirer of Hazrat Mirza sahib and desirous of 
entering into his bai 'at. From the earliest that I can 
remember, it was from this fountain of knowledge 
that I drank, and I was successful in public debates 
against the most prominent religious leaders of the 
Arya Samaj and the Christians. , 7

70 or 72 followers of Jesus in Gospels? 

A miracle of Haz.rat Mirz.a Ghulam Ahmad 

We give below extracts from an instalment in a series 
of articles Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi wrote in our 
Lahore Urdu periodical Paiglram Sulh, replying to 
various allegations made against one of our books by 
a highly experienced and prominent Christian 
missionary of the Indian subcontinent, whose name 
was also Abdul Haq. 

1. Paigl,am S11111, 27 December 1967, p. 7.
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The Christian critic objected that a statement by 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in a book referring to 
"72 emissaries of Jesus" was incorrect since the 
number given in the Gospels is 70. He claimed that 
no Ahmadi could show the figure 72 anywhere. 
Extracts from the Maulana's reply, in Paigham Sulh 
of 26 August and 2 September 1964, now follow: 

, In reply, we admit that in Luke 10: I seventy 
followers are indeed mentioned. But learned people 
know that in Divine scriptures the numbers seventy 
and seventy-two stand for a large number. In English 
this is known as "round figures", and these merely 
mean a large number. This was not such a serious 
matter that you should have accused a respectable 
Imam of a community of exaggeration and fabri
cation. However, God intended that you should be 
utterly vanquished in your combat with His champion 
(i .e. Hazrat Mirza), and therefore He caused you to 
issue the challenge that the number of these followers 
was 70 and not 72. 

, The mention of 72 instead of 70 from the pen of 
the Promised Messiah is a miracle. Hazrat Mirza did 
not know Greek, nor was he well-versed in English. 
In the Urdu and English translations of the Gospels, 
designated as authentic, the number of these prea
chers is given as 70. And in the Greek text published 
by the Church of England, their number is also 
Ebdom or seventy, but in the margin it is noted that 
in some Greek manuscripts the number is Ebdom 
duo, or seventy-two. 

, It was God, the Knower of the unseen, Who 
caused the Imam of the time to write these words, 
because he was taught by the Holy Spirit. The Chris
tian missionary Abdul Haq did not know it despite 
studying and teaching the Gospels all his life, and 
this humble writer (Maulana) Abdul Haq would never 
have known it if he had not consulted that Greek text 
to reply to the missionary's  objection about th� 
number 72. My faith in the Promised Messiah has 
increased. Certainly it was God Who caused Hazrat 
Mirza to write these words, and today we can even 
show this self-styled Christian "conqueror of Qadian" 
the word seventy-two, not in the margin, but in the 
main text itself. 

, The top-most Christian clergyman of the Indo
Pakistan subcontinent accuses Hazrat Mirza of 
fabrication. Normally one would expect that a 
Christian missionary who has been studying and 
teaching the Gospels for over half a century, taking 
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part in religious debates, and is the head of their 
theological college, is bound to be knowledgeable, 
indeed extremely learned, in the Gospels. On the 
other hand there is Hazrat Mirza, who had definitely 
studied the Gospels, but he did not have the 
opportunity or the resources available to the Christian 
missionary for this study. It is certainly not an 
ordinary thing that such a prominent Christian 
theologian challenges the Imam of the age about a 
reference in the Gospels. 

, The challenge of the reverend, made after Hazrat 
Mirza's death, is to every Ahmadi, not only those of 
the present time but the millions to come till the end 
of the world, that they shall not be able to meet his 
demand. As against this bold challenge, there is the 
promise of Allah to the Imam of the time as follows: 
Lii nabqii la-ka min al-mukhziyiit dhikrii, meaning, 
"We shall not leave behind thee anything which can 
humiliate thee", so that anyone trying to disgrace him 
will face disgrace himself. 

, It is perfectly true that in the Gospels published 
till the time of the Imam of the age, in Urdu, Persian, 
Arabic and English, which were called the Authorised 
Versions, the number of disciples is given as 70 and 
not 72. However, when this Christian missionary 
issued what he firmly believed was an unassailable 
challenge, and accused Hazrat Mirza of fabrication, 
then God, the Defender of the honour of His own 
Imam, manifested a miracle. A humble servant of the 
Imam set out to look through the Greek texts of the 
Gospels, and discovered the reference to 72 in the 
marginal notes of the Greek edition of this same 
authorised version, saying that in some manuscripts 
the number is given as 72. But after this, I received 
a Greek edition of the Gospels published in the 
U.S.A., in which not in the margin but in the main 
text the number of these followers is stated to be 72. 

, This is a miracle of the Imam of the age. I 
received this edition only two weeks ago, exactly at 
the time of need when I had to reply to this allega
tion. Although the Imam of the age did not know lan
guages such as Greek and Sanskrit, but the Imam of 
the age is after all the Imam of the age. He is the 
Imam appointed by God, and it is not possible for the 
theologians of the world, be they eastern or western, 
to find faults with him. , 
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Islam in its true spirit 

Striving to improve oneself 

Transformation produced in 
followers of Hauat Mina 

'ld-ul-Fitr khutba, London, 20th February 1996 

by the Editor 

"O you who believe, fasting is prescribed for 
you as it was prescribed for those before you, 
so that you may guard against evil .. . And 
when My servants ask thee concerning Me, 
surely I am nigh. I answer the call of the 
supplicant when he calls 011 Me, so they should 
hear My call and believe in Me that they may 
walk in the right way. " 
- The Holy Quran. 2: 1 83, 186.

The purpose of fasting is described as learning to 
refrain from wrong-doing. The practice of restraining 
yourself from the desires of eating and drinking -
the strongest urges of humans - should develop your 
powers of self-control which should then be applied 
to controlling yourself from wrongful desires and 
habits. 

Through fasting one can develop nearness to God 
- a realization and awareness that God is close to
you. When you neglect, for a time, your physical
needs, in thought as well as in deed. then a spiritual
awakening takes place within you. and this will lead
to a state of nearness to God. This is the actual
experience of the founders of all great religions, for
example, Moses. Jesus, and Buddha, and is not just
an Islamic teaching. The verse quoted above promises
the servant of God who seeks Him that God is near.
He shows Himself to be near by answering your call,
so you should answer His call. The more you answer
His call, the more He answers your call.

Spirit of fasting. 
In brief, fasting should lead to a Muslim's moral and 
spiritual improvement. That is its given purpose. If it 
is only practised as a ritual, of merely not eating and 
drinking, and then, as many people do, concentrating 
on small details of what does and does not invalidate 
the fast, but not caring to mend your ways or to 
strive actively to do good, then it is not fasting as 
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required by Islam, no matter how many fasts you 
count and claim to have kept. 

Spirit underlying all other acts of worship. 
The same applies to all the other acts of worship in 
Islam. Regarding prayer, the Quran says that you 
must show humility in your hearts in prayer (7:55, 
205; I 7: 1 09), and it condemns those who it says are 
"unmindful of their prayers" (eh. 107) whose prayer 
is only an outward act, on whose behaviour and 
attitude their prayers have no improving effect. 

Regarding giving in charity, the Quran says that 
it should be a sacrifice of your wealth which leads to 
the strengthening of your souls, and that your charity 
is null and void if you make a show of it to get 
praise or if you make the receiver feel obliged to you 
(2:264-265). Regarding the animal sacrifice made on 
the occasion of the hajj, the Quran tells us that it is 
not the blood or the flesh of the animals which 
reaches Allah, but what reaches Him is the 
righteousness which you create in yourself by that 
sacrifice (22:37). 

So whether it is prayer, fasting, charity or hajj -
the fundamental duties in Islam - in each one of 
these acts of worship what counts is how much we 
improve our character, attitude and behaviour by it, 
how many wrongful desires and habits we give up by 
its effect, how much practical good does it lead us to 
do in the world. and how much others feel that we 
have improved by it. 

Purpose of this Movement. 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad said regarding his work 
and mission: 

"Our religion is the same Islam. It is not new. 
There are the same prayers, the same fasts, the 
same hajj and the same charity. But the 
difference is that these duties have come to be 
performed in outward form only, without any 
true spirit in them. We want these duties to be 
performed in such a way that they are 
effective." 1 

So the aim of this Movement is that Islam should be 
practised as it was meant to be practised, in its real 
spirit, not just form, and that Islam should be 
presented to the world. 

This is the way in which members of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement ought to practise Islam. 

l . Ruhiini Kl1azii'in, No. 2 .  vol. 9. p. 3 1 2.
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Islam generally followed only in form. 

The great tragedy of the Muslim world today is that 
those very people and nations who follow Islam most 
meticulously to the letter, they are the ones who are 
so very far from its true spirit. One can see these 
days, on satellite television, evening prayers being 
broadcast from Makka at the end of each day of 
fasting. The prayers are lengthy and viewers are 
impressed by the devoutness of the congregation. But 
the questions may be asked, Is there any change and 
improvement brought about in those people's habits 
and behaviour through prayer? Is there any lessening 
of the social and moral corruption in those societies 
and countries as a result of the people's prayers? Are 
those people's daily actions creating a good image of 
Islam before the world instead of bringing Islam into 
disrepute? These are the indicators of the true value 
and acceptance of one's prayers. 

Change produced in followers of Hazrat Mirza. 

What Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad said, as quoted 
above, about infusing the spirit of sincerity in acts of 
worship so that they produce the desired results, that 
is a far from easy thing to do, whether within your 
own self or to make it happen in others. If it had 
been easy, we would have seen it taking place more 
often. 

But Hazrat Mirza lived up to what he said, and 
did infuse this spirit into those who came into contact 
with him, because he came with a mission of reform 
from God. Some of his followers of his time have 
written about the permanent change produced in 
them. Let us look at some examples. 

Many of them have related that previously they 
were quite careless about duties such as prayer and 
fasting, but after joining his Movement they not only 
became regular and devoted in these duties but that 
there was now a new zeal, attraction and depth of 
feeling in their hearts during prayer. One writes: 

"I used to pray before as well, but when I 
prayed for the first time after taking the bai 'at 
I felt as if it was the first prayer of my life." 

Another writes: 

"After taking the bai 'at, I began to feel such 
contentment in prayer that it became like my 
food without which I could not live. I used to 
read the Quran before, but without caring to 
know its meaning. Now I felt that it was my 
guide which I must make as a light for my 
life." 
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The moral change brought about in these people was 
observed and acknowledged by all, friend or foe. 
Qualities of integrity, truthfulness, impeccable 
honesty in dealings, uprightness, humility, service of 
mankind, care and concern for the welfare of others, 
making sacrifices of all kinds for the propagation of 
Islam, holding the bonds with one's spiritual brothers 
higher than ties of physical relationship - these 
qualities were found in them abundantly. 

Advice of being fair and unbiased to all. 

One prominent follower of Hazrat Mirza writes that 
when he qualified as a doctor of medicine he asked 
the Promised Messiah for some advice to guide him 
in life. Hazrat Mirza told him: 

"Your concern as a doctor is with the patient's 
body, not his soul. You must deal equally with 
all, regardless of their religion. The man who 
is devoutly religious and the man who curses 
God, the believer and the atheist, should all be 
equal to you as a doctor." 

This advice was given by one living far from modem 
civilisation who had received no modem education, 
and was living in a country where religious hatred, 
intolerance and bigotry was the norm in life. Contrast 
this with the narrow-minded pronouncements made 
even in this day and age by the most highly educated 
Muslim religious scholars, with degrees from Western 
universities. 

The follower writes: 

"I always acted on this advice and dealt with 
my patients with equal care and concern, 
whether they were Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, 
Christians, or atheists. As a result, I was 
trusted and respected even by the opponents of 
Islam and by the bitterest adversaries of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement." 

This is the kind of person that Islam seeks to make a 
Muslim - someone whose good qualities are 
admitted even by those who are prejudiced against 
him. The enemies of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
while opposed to the religion that he taught, acknow
ledged that he was unequalled in truth and honesty, 
and that he had no failings in his character. They 
trusted· him to be entirely fair and just with them. 

You will have heard of the teaching "love your 
enemy". Islam teaches that you should make yourself 
such a person that your enemies love you. I 
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How I became an Ahmadi 

Led to join Movement by its literature 

by Sulayman Kipple, Cape Town 

(Editor's Note: Reproduced below is an article dated 18th 
March 1996 which 'The Light' received from the author in 
South Africa. As English is not the author's first language, 
he requested me to make corrections where necessary, 
which I have done but have tried to remain true to the 
original as far as possible.} 

I am writing to you the story of how I became an 
Ahmadi just by seeing the book The Religio11 of 
Islam at somebody's house. and not through a 
member of the Ahmadiyya Movement. The person to 
whom the book belonged was a convert to Islam from 
the Hindu faith. At that time there was no problem in 
buying these books, but afterwards people were 
barred from reading Ahmadiyya literature. 

Befriended by Christian missionary. 
It was in the early fifties that I started to work in the 
clothing factory in Parow in the Cape. I was a 
teenager at the time. 

As the years went by, I was befriended by an 
evangelist by the name of Rev. Arthur Samuel Prins 
- founder of the faith named The Assemblies of
God. in Vasco, known as the Acres or in Afrikaans
the Akkers. He started conversing with me about the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. At that time I knew
nothing about my own faith, let alone Christianity.

I was a youngster and my interest was not in 
religion. This friend took advantage to try to convert 
a Muslim, because it would be a feather in his cap. 
He kept on discussing his beliefs and how I could be 
saved and could go to heaven. I did not really take 
any notice of him. but when he came to our house in 
Silvertown. Athlone. and told me that one day I 
would be preaching in his green tent, then something 
woke up inside me and I realised how serious he was. 
He was very adamant and had already won one or 
two rounds because I had been deprived of religious 
education due to our financial position. We were poor 
and struggling at that time. As I was the eldest of the 
boys out of six in the family, a lot depended on me 
because my mother, who was divorced, had to work 
and she was an asthma sufferer. We brothers and 
sisters would have liked to help with our small 
earnings and relieve her of the burden of working, 
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but we did not have the means. 

My marriage. 
My late mother's sister, Layla. was married to 
Muhammad Cassim, who is now passed away. One 
weekend when I went to my auntie's house I noticed 
there a stranger. a beautiful young girl, who took my 
heart. I asked my auntie who she was, and she replied 
that it was her sister-in-law. Her name is Nabaweyah 
hint Abdur-Rahman. We grew to be friends, and I 
asked her father for permission to marry her. After he 
checked my background and status, to see what kind 
of a person I was and if I was from a Muslim back
ground, permission was granted, thanks to Allah. 

One day. as we were preparing for our wedding, 
she took me to a friend of hers in Cape Town, 
Farieda Wise by name. While they talked in the 
kitchen and I was sitting alone in the dining room I 
noticed a book lying on the sideboard. I took the 
book and went through the pages quickly, as I was a 
stranger in someone's house and there was no one in 
the room from whom to ask permission. 

'The Religion of Islam '. 

As I went through the book, I realised that if I could 
get a copy of it I could defend myself against Rev. 
Arthur Samuel Prins. So I noted down the name of 
the book. It was The Religio11 of Islam by Maulana 
Muhammad Ali. 

A few weeks later. I came across a .. Spice and 
Book Centre" owned by a Hindu. Ghiwalla. next to 
the famous seven steps in Hanover Street, Cape 
Town, and there I was able to get hold of The 
Religio11 of Islam for one pound and ten shillings. I 
paid a ten shilling deposit and asked the man to keep 
the book for me. Two weeks later, I paid the last ten 
shillings and became the proud owner of my very 
first religious book. I could not get home fast enough 
to sit and start reading. 

Yusuf Ali's translation of the Quran. 
When I opened and read the book. I was disappointed 
because it referred me to verses of the Quran and the 
Bible which I had no knowledge of. I went back to 
Mr. Ghiwalla and asked him if he had a copy of the 
Quran in English. He gave me Yusuf Ali's Trans
lation for three pounds and ten shillings. which I paid 
off in three instalments. 

Studying The Religion of Islam with this trans
lation was of no help because I found that Yusuf Ali 
was in favour of the Rev. Prins, making Jesus alive. 



THE LIGHT 

Contact with Dawood Sydow. 
Seeing my disappointment, my late mother advised 
me to go to Mr. Sydow who had just come to Cape 
Town from Port Elizabeth. I then went to Crawford 
to see him, 50 kilometres from where I lived. After 
I explained my problem to the late Mr. Sydow, may 
Allah have mercy on his soul, he explained to me 
about some misunderstandings among translators and 
gave me a translation of the Quran and A Manual of 
Hadith by Maulana Muhammad Ali as a gift. He also 
explained to me how to read and understand by 
following the footnotes as well. 

Christian missionary defeat ed. 
Now I could answer the Rev. when we were in 
conversation. And as he was explaining to me about 
the saviour Lord Jesus Christ, I with the help of 
Allah through the books in my possession could 
counter him or defend myself, as the case may be. 
Eventually I saw very little of the reverend, till he 
took himself away completely. 

Now I spent most of my time in the company of 
Mr. Dawood Sydow, who was my teacher (though he 
did not know it). Many an evening I had to walk all 
that distance from Crawford to Silvertown as there 
was no public transport whatever at that time of the 
night or morning. 

I got married in February 1 956 to Nabaweyah. My 
young wife and myself spent most of our time with 
the Sydows at their residence, also in the area of 
Crawford, Athlone. By now I was more enlightened 
and I came into contact with more literature like 
Jesus in Heaven 011 Earth, The Ideal Prophet, 
Muhammad The Prophet and some booklets about the 
founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

Joining the Movement. 
I became a pledged member through Mr. Sydow via 
Maulana Sadr-ud-Din in 1 954, before I got married, 
when I was twenty years of age. In November l 996� 
I will be sixty-two years old. 

I am still a very staunch member of the Movement 
and I am doing a lot of da 'wah work and like to 
travel to the small towns among the Sunnis. It was 
from one of them that I got the idea to write this. I 
was asked by one of them why I became an Ahmadi 
and I told him the story as above. His reply was that 
Allah had chosen me because I could have been a 
minister in Rev. Prins' tent now. He said du 'ii and 
told me to keep up the good work. I 
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Gems from the 

Holy Quran 

Believers should be patient 

by Mirza A. Baig, Texas 

1 3

30. And whatever affliction befalls you, it is on
account of what your hands have wrought; and
yet He pardons most of your faults.

31. And you cannot escape in the earth, and you
shall not have a guardian or a helper besides
Allah . . . . . . .  

37. And those who shun the great sins and
indecencies, and whenever they are angry they
forgive!

38. And those who respond to their Lord and keep
up prayer, and their rule is to take counsel
among themselves, and who spend out of what
We have given them.

39. And those who, when great wrong afflicts
them, defend themselves.

40. And the recompense of evil is punishment like
it; but whoever forgives and amends, shall
have his reward from Allah.
- The Holy Quran, 42:30, 3 1 ,  37-40.

This is an early Meccan revelation; of this rule "take 
counsel among themselves" is very significant. This 
indeed was the start of their becoming a cohesive 
community and defend themselves as needed against 
the high-handed tactics of the Meccans after their 
migration to Medina. 

In fact, this was laying the foundation of 
'democracy' as initiated by the Holy Prophet some 
1 500 years ago. And the miracle of it was that within 
30 years of the Prophet's demise the armies of lslam 
had defeated Iran, Rome and Egypt. With the 
exhilarating call of the Holy Prophet still ringing in 
their ears, the Arabs on horseback poured into Egypt 
and across North Africa in the last 60 years of the 
7th century. 

When no more land was left to conquer, the Arabs 
put their horses into the sea in the name of Allah ! 
Crossing over at Gibraltar, named after the hero 
Jabal-ut-Tariq, with the sea at low tide. In 7 1 1 Tariq 
invaded the Iberian peninsula and defeated the 
Visgoths at the mouth of the Barbate river on the 
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straits of Gibraltar. 
By 750 they established the Ummayad emirate at 

Cordoba! Early in the 8th century Cordoba became 
an independent caliphate whose cities Cordoba, 
Granada, Saville and Toledo were counted among the 
most prosperous in Western Europe. 

The Christian reconquest of Spain took place 
some centuries later by the emergence of the will to 
take back their country from the Muslims. Thus 
Portugal in 1 143 and Spain in 1 492 were retaken by 
the Christians. I 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Letter from a Qadiani 

Editor's reply 

I have received a letter from a Qadiani gentleman, 
Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad, from McLean, VA, U.S.A.,

referring to an article in the January-February issue 
of The light which dealt with a discussion on the 
Internet regarding Qadiani beliefs, involving myself, 
some Qadianis and a Sunni contributor. 

His letter begins by saying that "every issue of 
The Light contains something against the Qadiani 
Jama'at". I don't know what Sheikh sahib means by 
"against the Qadiani Jama'at", but what we have been 
trying to do is to defend Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, against the claims 
attributed to him by the Qadianis. The imputation of 
these claims to him has brought his person into the 
worst kind of disrepute, and is the biggest obstacle to 
the progress of his mission, the mission which the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement seeks to carry forward 
in the world. 

Moreover, we have also been drawing attention to 
those extreme Qadiani beliefs which their leadership 
proclaimed openly for several decades, but about 
which today they find it expedient to maintain 
silence. Even very few Qadianis themselves are aware 
of those beliefs, and yet those doctrines are funda
mental to the Qadiani philosophy. For example, today 
Qadianis will tell you that a Muslim is anyone who 
professes the Kalima and that such a person cannot 
be declared as kiifir by anyone. Yet the main basis 
for the foundation of their Jama'at in 1 9 1 4  was their 
staunchly-held belief that, except for those people 
who become disciples of their khalffa, the rest of the 
Muslims in the entire world are kiifir. 
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The main point of Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad's letter 
is that, in the article that he is referring to, I had 
pointed out certain errors in the English translation of 
Hazrat Mirza's booklet Ayk Ghalatf Kii hiila done by 
the Qadiani Jama'at, as sent by them on the Internet. 
The Sheikh sahib suggests to me that it would be 
better for the readers if in a future issue I publish this 
entire booklet, either in Urdu or in an English 
translation approved by myself. He also suggests that 
we should publish this as a separate booklet and 
place a notice in bold letters in the booklet saying 
that "the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement holds the 
same beliefs as are set out in this booklet " . 

I inform the Sheikh sahib that the Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman Isha'at Islam Lahore has published Ayk 
Ghalatf Kii /ziila in Urdu several times, and pub
lished an English translation of it over 45 years ago 
under the title Correction of an Error which was 
recently reprinted. The very fact that we publish it is 
an obvious indication to readers that we hold the 
same beliefs as are set out in it! Why should we need 
to insert the kind of notice suggested by Sheikh 
sahib? And why should one booklet be singled out to 
have this notice put in it? 

What the Qadianis mean by the suggested wording 
of this notice is that one should believe in only this 
booklet and draw conclusions from it which are 
contrary to other, comprehensive writings of the 
Promised Messiah on the same subject. 

I can put to Sheikh sahib the names of several, 
most detailed books of the Promised Messiah, about 
which the Qadianis would never say that they hold 
the same beliefs as are in those books. For example, 
Tauzfh Mariim, /ziila Auhiim, Hamiimat al-Bushrii, 
Siriij Mmifr, Anjiim Atham, Tiryiiq a/-Quliib, Kitiib 
al-Bariyya, Ayyiim as-Sulh, Nishii11 Asmii11f, etc. Here 
are nine books. Are the Qadianis prepared to put such 
a notice in even one of these books? 

Our position can be expressed in the words: "we 
hold the same beliefs as are set out in the whole 
collection of the writings of the Promised Messiah, 
taken together as one body". Now, are the Qadianis 
prepared to make this announcement? 

Another proposal. 
The first sentence of Ayk Ghalatf Kii lziila, as 
translated by the Qadianis themselves, reads as 
follows: 

"Some members of my community who 
possess only a sketchy and superficial know-
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ledge of my claims and the arguments in 
support of them and have had no time to study 
my writings closely nor have kept my com
pany for a reasonable length of time to perfect 
their knowledge, some time meet an 
opponent's objection with a reply which is not 
based on facts." 

Now I ask Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad: Are the Qadianis 
prepared to put a notice in Ayk Ghalatf Kii /ziila that 
they hold the same belief as set out in the first line of 
this booklet, namely that: 

The writings of the Promised Messiah prior to 
the publication of this booklet, and his 
teachings expounded by him "for a reasonable 
length of time" preceding its publication, 
should be studied by Ahmadis in order to 
"perfect their knowledge" of his claims and the 
arguments in support of those claims. 

If the Qadianis do not agree with this position, then 
they ought to explain why. I 
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