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The Light was founded in 1922 as the organ of the AHMADIYY A 
ANJUMAN ISHA' AT ISLAM (Ahmadiyya Association for the propaga
tion oflslam) of Lahore, Pakistan. The Islamic Review was published 
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1991. The present periodical represents the beliefs of the world-wide 
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Beliefs and aims. 
The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards the 
truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the natural 
beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political power, nor 
allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which accords 
them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of belief 
and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lii 
iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rasiil Allah (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore has branches in the following 
countries: 

U.S.A. Canada. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-I 920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution to 
Islamic thought is summed up in the 
column on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore to continue the orig
inal Anjuman, to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 1981 Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, has 
led the Movement, at a time when it faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 



THE LIGHT 

A brief account of my life 

From the book 'Kitab al-Bariyya ' 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

(We conclude below the section from the Promised 
Messiah's book 'Kitab al-Bariyya' dealing with his life and 
work.) 

Although in the fourteenth century [Hifra] other 
transgressions and evils like drinking and adultery 
etc. have become rampant, but careful consideration 
will disclose that the reason for all this are the 
teachings whose basis is that the blood of a man has 
sufficed for the expiation of sins. This is the reason 
why Europe is the leader of all in the commission of 
such crimes. Then due to the effect of constant 
contact with such people, lack of restraint and licence 
have generally increased in all nations. Whether 
people are killed by diseases or devoured by an 
epidemic, it does not even occur to anyone that all 
these calamities are due to the consequences of deeds. 
What is its reason? Only this that love for God the 
Most High has grown cold, and the greatness of that 
Glorious One has diminished in the hearts. 

In short, just as lack of restraint due to belief in 
atonement emboldened the European nations to 
indulge in drinking and every type of vice, similarly 
their example affected the other nations. There is no 
doubt that evil also is a contagious disease. If a 
respectable woman remains day and night in the 
company of whores, then even though she may not 
reach the stage of downright adultery, still the sight 
of the immoral lifestyle will certainly corrupt her 
mind. Hence it is belief in the crucifixion which is 
the root of all lack of restraints and licence. There is 
no gainsaying the fact that that belief is spreading 
very alarmingly in these countries, and the number of 
those people has reached several hundreds of thou
sands who have lost the essence of faith by falling in 
the trap of the Christian clergy, or have become apos
tates at heart and are wandering around in the guise 
of seekers-after-truth. 

Consequently, the honour and mercy of God the 
Most High desired to save the people from the 
poisonous effect of the belief in the Cross and expose 
the secrets of the deceit by which a man has been 
made God. Since this calamity had reached the peak 
by the beginning of the fourteenth century, hence the 
bounty and grace of God the Most High desired that 
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the Mujaddid of the fourteenth century should be the 
one who breaks the cross. For, the mujaddid is like a 
physician, and it is this which is the function of the 
physician that he turns his attention to eliminating the 
dominant disease. Hence, if it is true that the brea
king of the cross is the task of the Promised Messiah, 
then it is also right that the Mujaddid of the four
teenth century, whose duty it is to break the cross, is 
the Promised Messiah. 

How will the cross be broken? 
However, at this juncture, the question naturally 
arises as to how and with which tools should the 
Promised Messiah break the Cross? Is it by means of 
war and battles, as is the belief of the Maulavis, or in 
some other manner? The reply to this is that the 
Maulavis, may God have mercy on their condition, 
are entirely wrong in this belief. It is not the place of 
the Promised Messiah at all that he should carry on 
war and battles. Rather, his position demands that he 
should destroy this evil with: ( 1) rational arguments, 
(2) heavenly signs, and (3) prayer. God the Most
High has granted him these three weapons and such
a miraculous power has been reposed in the three of
them that it is impossible that anyone could compete
with him in this respect. This is how, at last, the
cross will be broken, until its greatness and reverence
will disappear from the eyes of the seekers-after
truth, and gradually there shall be opened spacious
doors for the acceptance of Unity of God. All this
will happen gradually because all affairs of God the
Most High are gradual. Part of it will be in my life,
part afterwards. In the beginning also, Islam pro
gressed gradually and at the end also it will return
gradually to the former state.

Some ignorant Maulvis ask: Which cross have you 
broken upto now? So let them remember that signs 
appeared, and prophecies were fulfilled, and the 
mouths of the Christian preachers were shut. If they 
have any regard for shame, there will be no occasion 
left for them to raise an objection. The lofty teaching 
of the Quran as explained by me made people bow 
their heads in great gatherings. 1 The principle of the 
Christian faith was demolished in a manner as had 
never been done by anybody before. If this is not 

I. Let the wise people read the article which had been read on
my behalf in the Congress of the Great Religions. It has
been published in a book, among the speeches of the dele
gates of all the religious communities. They will find out
what sorts of fine points of Quranic wisdom have been
explained therein, which were accepted as miraculous.
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true, then let our opponent Maulvis, acting as advo
cates for the Christian preachers, produce just one of 
their objections which I have not demolished with 
conclusive arguments. Or at least let them show that 
some one before me had given a reply of this scho
larly level. These people should feel ashamed before 
God the Most High. How far and how long will they 
fight the truth?! 

Included among those clear Hadith reports is this 
sign of the time of the Promised Messiah that before 
his appearance the world will be full of tyranny and 
hardship. Then that Promised Mahdi will fill the 
world with justice and equity. He would have a 
shining forehead and lofty nose. It is in Mishkiit, 
reported from Abii Dii 'ud and Hakim. 

Now it is clear that in this age the world is full of 
all sorts of tyrannies, i.e. sins, actions of extremes, 
evils and vices. All the darknesses of the earth are 
raging with full power. Most hearts are so much 
enveloped by the material world and worldly desires 
that there is no place left in them for God the Most 
High. Righteousness is neither on the tongues, nor in 
the eyes, nor in the ears. The flood of the carnal 
passions is flowing with full force. Neither beliefs 
nor deeds are right. Moral insight is lost and wisdom 
has disappeared. That divine love, that attachment, 
that ecstasy, that humility, sincerity, piety, fear of 
God, lowliness, truth and righteousness, as had been 
taught by the Quran, are as if non-existent. Those 
who worship creation are active in spreading poly
theism. The transgressors are purveying evil every
where. Faith has become a thing professed only by 
word of mouth, only a few servants of God being 
excepted. So in fact this is the very age which 
conforms to what is meant in Hadith, i.e. in which 
every type of sin, wickednes·s and faithlessness has 
spread. And the worship of others than God, which is 
the greatest iniquity, its banner has been raised aloft 
most firmly. This Hadith report states very clearly 
that whatever is the kind of tyranny and hardship 
prevailing at the time, that Promised Mahdi will 
come to rectify that very thing. 

Meaning of 'shining forehead' and 'lofty nose'. 
As to the description written of him, of having a 
shining forehead and lofty nose, this sign is not 
limited to external appearance only. For, there are 
thousands of men who share this external appearance. 
In fact, here in addition to this external appearance an 
inner quality is also implied, and that is that God the 
Most High will place in his forehead a light of Truth 
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which will attract the hearts to itself. and there will 
be a sign of grandeur in his nose which is similar to 
loftiness of nose. The grandeur is that his awe and 
dignity will cast the fear of God in the hearts. 
Although both these signs are found in every special 
servant of God the Most High, yet the hadith implies 
that these will be found in the Promised Mahdi with 
great force and conspicuousness. The light of his 
forehead will attract people in great numbers, so 
much so that the ignorant will think that perhaps this 
man is a magician. Similarly his awe will befall 
vehemently on his opponents. The sign of grandeur 
which is being represented by the nose will be 
manifested with great magnificence. Because of his 
contentment in regard to his grandeur he will show 
magnanimity. He will not abase himself before the 
wicked, and at last it will be the wicked who will 
themselves show humbleness. 

It should be remembered here that eighteen years 
before now both these signs have been alluded to in 
the divine revelation in [the book] Bariihfn 
Ahmadiyya. As for example there is the revelation 
a/qaitu 'a/aika muhabbata11 mi11ni, i.e. I have bestow
ed upon you from Myself the sign of the attraction of 
love, so that whoever looks at you, while free from 
prejudice, will love you, as a matter of course. and 
will be attracted towards you. Secondly, there is the 
revelation nusirta bir-ru 'b, i.e. a sign of awe has also 
been placed in you. Those who reflect and those who 
observe the present circumstances know full well that 
both these signs are being fulfilled in this servant of 
God. Most of the pure-hearted people are being 
attracted, and the awe is increasing daily on the 
opponents who are despairing of their plans and some 
of them are repenting. 

Bringing down faith from the Pleiades. 
Among the clear Hadith reports is the argument 
contained in Sahih Muslim, i.e. 

"Lau kiina-d-dinu 'inda-th-thurayya ladhahaba 
bihi rajul-un min fiiris. " 

That is, even if faith were near the Pleiades, a man 
from among the Persians will bring it down. This 
hadith clearly shows that a time will come upon 
Islam when weakness will overtake religion, know
ledge and faith, and tyranny and hardship will spread 
over the earth. At that time a man of Persian origin 
will be raised who will bring it back to earth. It has 
just been established on the basis of the hadith given 
previously that the man who will bring about the 

•
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downfall of all sorts of tyrannies and transgression, 
he is the Promised Mahdi. And from the hadith 
"There is no Mahdi except •isii", it is proved that the 
same man is the Promised Messiah. And now from 
the present hadith it transpires that that Promised 
Messiah is of Persian origin. Hence a person who 
reflects receives a lot of insight at this point, and all 
the Hadith reports having been cleared of all sorts of 
contradictions, the conclusion emerges that the man 
who will bring faith, religion and knowledge back 
from the sky, that is to say, he will restore to the 
world true faith in God by means of signs, will 
strengthen the faith of people, will correct the beliefs, 
and will explain the truths and deep knowledge of the 
Quran - he will be of Persian origin and he will be 
the Promised Messiah. It has been established on the 
basis of the Hadith reports in Bukhiirf and Abii Dii 'iid 
that in his time the empires of the Christians will be 
the greatest and most powerful on earth and most of 
the countries would be under their sway. Sahib 
Bukhari and Muslim also contain a report that he will 
not use weapons nor will he fight. Rather, he will kill 
the other nations with heavenly arguments, i.e. signs 
and rational arguments. His weapons will be 
heavenly, not earthly. So be grateful that this promise 
of God the Most High has been fulfilled in your 
times and in your country. What will faith profit 
those people who will come after the light has arrived 
fully? 

Revelations. 
The Hadith points towards the same man of Persian 
origin who was mentioned in the revelation of God 
the Most High in the [book] Bariihfn Ahmadiyya 
eighteen years before now. Its translation is as 
follows: 

"We have given you a clear victory (meaning, 
We will give it to you). The victory of the 
saint is a great victory. We have made him an 
intimate friend and a confidant. He is the 
bravest of them all. Had the faith been at the 
Pleiades, he would have brought it from there. 
God will make his argument radiant. 0 
Ahmad! mercy flows from your lips. I shall 
raise you to Myself and shall cast My love on 
you (meaning, people will love you with a 
spiritual attraction and will be drawn towards 
you). Take hold of Unity, take hold of Unity, 
0 sons of Persia. Give glad tidings to those 
who believe in you that they have been 
considered truthful by God and for them is 
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excellence in advancement. Recite to them My 
revelations. Turn not your face from God's 
creatures and take not ill their meeting 
(meaning, the time is coming when they will 
reach you in large numbers and in multitudes; 
so meet them good naturedly and bear with 
them). Then He said that among them there 
would be a group (who would often keep you 
company) who have been named Ashiib-us
Sujfa by God the Most High. Do you know 
what Ashiib-us-Sujfa are? (meaning, their glory 
is very great.) You will see that many a time 
tears flow from their eyes, they will send 
blessings on you (meaning, that whenever they 
hear any words of wisdom, and deep truths 
and fine points, or witness signs, or they are 
overcome by the state of the opening of the 
heart and belief, then out of abundance of love 
and affinity, they will send blessings on you). 
They will pray for your sake, saying, 'Our 
Lord, surely we have heard a Crier calling to 
the faith, who invites towards God and is a 
light-giving sun.' Write down." 

See Bariihfn Ahmadiyya. pages 241, 242. 

In these revelations it has been clearly indicated that 
my major task is that of calling to faith. It has been 
established by the Hadith that the most imperative 
need faced by the man of Persian origin will be to 
rejuvenate the faith of the people. He shall be given 
the strength such that even if there be a time when 
faith completely vanishes from the earth, nonetheless 
he will bring it back from the sky. In these Hadith 
reports it has also been hinted that in the early part of 
his mission the state of the faith of the people would 
be in utter collapse, and he will come with the object 
of establishing that state again in the hearts with great 
force, power and signs. Then neither the idols nor the 
Cross will remain, and their reverence will be gone 
from the hearts of the wise. All these beliefs will 
appear to be false and the True God will become 
prominent again. 

Triumph by spiritual, not physical, weapons. 
But it will not be that the Promised Messiah will 
wage a war like the worldly wars or that he will need 
physical weapons. In fact, God will turn the hearts 
towards Islam with His magnificent signs, with His 
extremely pure knowledge and with most strong 
arguments. Only those will deny whose hearts have 
been mutilated. God will blow a wind like the breeze 
of spring time, and a spiritual influence will descend 
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from heaven and spread very quickly in different 
lands and countries. Just as lightening manifests its 
brightness in the east and in the west, the same will 
happen at the time of the appearance of that spiritual 
influence. Then those who did not see would see, and 
those who did not understand would understand, and 
truth will spread with peace and blessings. 

It is this which is the spirit and essence of all 
those prophecies in respect of the Promised Messiah. 
It has been explained very clearly in Hadith reports 
that his sword is his pure breath, i.e. words of 
wisdom. The false communities will die on account 
of that breath. All those places to which his sight 
reaches, i.e. all those religions to which he turns his 
attention, he will grind down and tum the hearts 
towards the Truth. He will not harm the followers of 
any religion; rather, he will show the error of false
hood in a fine and gentle manner. Then light will 
generally enter the hearts and they will understand 
that those beliefs of theirs were, in fact, not right. 

When you see that hearts have been motivated to 
accept as the True Deity that Exalted and Blessed 
God Who has been presented by the Holy Quran, i.e. 
the very same God Whose Being comprises all the 
best attributes and Whose follower can never suffer 
embarrassment, then realize that the time is nigh 
when all these matters will be fulfilled. You notice 
that in the beginning of the spring season, first the 
dry and ugly wood of the trees becomes colourful 
and fresh, then small leaves sprout, then flowers 
appear and at last the trees are laden with fruit. So 
understand with certainty that the same will happen 
during these days. And as for the praise bestowed on 
the Companions of Suffa, it points to this that only 
those persons will make greater progress in faith, 
love and understanding who will spend more time 
with me, and God will love them. They will never 
stumble, but will make progress and their hearts will 
be filled with ecstasy. In short, only those persons 
have a special status in the eyes of God who enjoy 
nearness, companionship and fellowship. 

Similarly, it has been repeatedly conveyed in clear 
Hadith reports that that Promised Messiah will appear 
at the time of the power and supremacy of the 
Christians. During his time, the railway train and the 
telegraph will come into existence. 2 Canals will be 

2. See the collection Kanz-ul- 'Ummdl, vol. 6, page 60, the 
marginal note on Musnad Imam Ahmad, after the chapters 
on Mahdi and Promised Jesus, etc. If this book is not avail
able, then consult the pamphlet Chehl Hadith compiled by 
my e�teemed friend Maulavi Muhammad Ahsan, which will
be printed soon.
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dug and mountains will be torn apart. Because of 
railway trains, camels will be redundant. Shaikh Ibn 
al-Arabi notes a vision of his in Fusus-ul-Hukam that 
he will be the Seal of Sainthood and will be born as 
a twin: a girl will be born along with him. He will be 
Chinese, i.e. his ancestors would have lived in the 
Chinese lands. Now the will of God the Most High 
has fulfilled all these things. I have written that I was 
born as a twin, there being a girl born along with me. 
My ancestors lived in Samarkand which is connected 
with China. 

In the end, it is also worth saying that the books 
that I have written and published till now are as 
below: 

Bariihin Ahmadiyya, 
Surma Chashm Arya, 
Shahna Haq, 
Fath lsliim, 
Tauzih Maro.m, 
lziila Auhiim, 
Asmiini Faisala, 
Nishiin Asmiini, 
A 'ina Kamiiliit lsliim, 
Tuhfa Baghdad, 
Itimiim-ul-Hujja, 
Sirr-ul-Khiliifa, 
Anwiir-ul-Isliim, 
Kariimiit-us-Sadiqin, 
Hamiimat-ul-Bushrii, 
Barako.t-ud-Du 'ii, 
Niir-ul-Haq, 
Ziii '-ul-Haq, 
Nilr-ul-Qur 'iin, 
Sat Bachan, 
Arya Dharam, 
Anjiim Atham, 
Shahtidat-ul-Qur 'iin, 
Siriij Munir, 
Hujjat-ulltih, 
Tuhfa Qaisariyya, 
Jawtib Siriijuddin 'isii 'i ke chiir sawii/on ka, 
The pamphlet Istiftti ', 
The speech in the conference Mahu Tasu, 
Mubtihitha Jang Muqaddas, 
Speeches in other debates, 
Announcements, etc. 

THE END. 
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Rise of Sun in the West and the capture of birds 

Promised Messiah 's vision confirmed by the Holy Quran 

Speech at the North American Islamic Ahmadlyya Convention 

Columbus, Ohio, August 1996 

by Zahid Aziz, Editor, The Light 

The Holy Quran: 

"Have you not thought of him who disputed 
with Abraham about his Lord because Allah 
had given him kingdom? 

When Abraham said: 

'My Lord is He Who gives life and 
causes to die', 

he said: 

'I give life and cause death. '  

Abraham said: 

'Surely Allah causes the sun to rise from 
the east, so make it rise from the west. ' 

Thus he who disbelieved was bewildered. 
And Allah guides not the unjust people." 

- 2: 258.

The Holy Quran: 

"And when Abraham said, My Lord show 
me how You give life to the dead. He said: 
Do you not believe? He said: Yes, but that 
my heart may be at ease. 

He said: Then take four birds, then tame 
them to incline to you, then place on every 
mountain a part of them, then call them, they 
will come to you flying; and know that Allah 
is Mighty, Wise." 

- 2:260.

--+ 

--+ 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad: 

"Similarly, the rising of the sun from the 
west which will take place, we believe in it. 
However, what has been shown to me in a 
vision is that the rising of the sun from the 
west means that the Western countries which 
have been involved in the darkness of 
unbelief and misguidance from ancient times 
will be illuminated by the sun of guidance 
and will receive a share of Islam." 

- lzala Auham, page 5 1 5.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad: 

"I saw in a vision that I was standing on a 
pulpit in London, delivering a well-reasoned 
speech in English showing the truth of Islam. 
Afterwards, I caught many birds who had 
been sitting on small trees, who were white 
in colour . . . I interpreted it to mean that, 
although I may not go there, but my writings 
will spread among those people and many 
righteous Westerners will fal l  prey to the 
truth. 

In fact, the Western countries have up to 
this time shown very little aptitude for 
spiritual truths, as if God had bestowed all 
religious wisdom upon Asia and given all 
material wisdom to Europe and America. . . .  
Now Almighty God intends to  cast a look of 
mercy upon them." 

- lzala Auham, p. 5 1 5-5 16.

7 
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The passages from the writings of Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad that I have quoted overleaf on the 
right are very well-known to Ahmadis. 

In the first, he refers to a hadith in Bukhari, that 
a sign of the last days is that the sun will rise from 
the west, and interprets it as the sun of Islam rising 
in Western countries. 

In the second, which immediately follows the first, 
he describes a vision of his in which he saw himself 
making a speech in London, and at the end of this 
address he caught a number of birds who had been 
sitting nearby on trees. 

Support in the Holy Quran. 
The question I wish to discuss is, Does the Quran 
have anything to say on this. Every authentic saying 
of the Holy Prophet must have some suppon or 
grounding in the Quran. And all the interpretations of 
Islamic issues given by Hazrat Mirza will also be 
found to have suppon in the Quran, because his 
interpretations were Divinely-inspired. 

In this connection I refer to the first verse of the 
Quran that I have quoted (2:258). 

Narratives in the Holy Quran such as these are 
generally taken as describing events of the past, but 
the Quran tells us that the stories of the earlier 
prophets which are related in it also speak pro
phetically about similar happenings which shall take 
place in the future (see, for example, the Quran, 
1 1  :49). I will now discuss this verse and show how 
it relates to the work staned in this age by Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Argument between Abraham and his king. 
The verse records an argument between Abraham and 
the king of his time about the power of God. 
Abraham says that God gives life and causes death. 
But the king, considering himself as all-powerful, 
argues that he has the power to decide who lives and 
who dies. So Abraham then says to the king that if 
you have this kind of power over the laws of God, 
can you also change the law of God and cause the 
sun to rise from the west instead of the east. And the 
king realizes that he is powerless over the laws of 
nature. 

This is the standard interpretation of this verse. 
But there seems to be no obvious reason why 
Abraham should ask the king if he was able to make 
the sun rise from the west. What has that to do with 
giving life and causing death? 

If we look at this verse in the light of what Hazrat 
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Mirza Ghulam Ahmad has written in the passage that 
I have quoted, then the meaning of the verse becomes 
clearer. Hazrat Mirza himself has not at all mentioned 
this verse in connection with this writings of his, but 
it turns out that what he has written gives us a very 
coherent interpretation of this verse. 

Hazrat Mirza and the modern materialism. 
Abraham's argument with the possessor of the king
dom is prophetically the argument of Hazrat Mirza 
with that greatest possessor of the material kingdom, 
the modem West. Just as Abraham held an argument 
with the king, so did Hazrat Mirza hold an argument 
with the nations under whose rule he lived. 

The subject of the argument is the power of God. 
And the disbeliever is arguing because God has given 
him kingdom or control over the material world, 
making him think that he had become all-powerful. 
This is exactly what the Dajjal or the modern 
materialistic world have come to think. 

Abraham said that it is God Who gives life and 
causes death. Similarly, Hazrat Mirza said that real 
life, which is spiritual life in human beings, which 
brings about the moral reform of man, can only be 
produced by revelation from God. Spiritual awa
kening cannot be brought about merely by human 
efforts. No intellectual or philosopher can, by his 
thought, produce a philosophy which will generate 
spiritual life. No government or worldly authority, by 
means of its power, can bring about moral reform. It 
can only be done by the spiritual power contained in 
the word of God. 

Claim to have control over life and death. 
Arguing against this, the king says: I give life and 
cause death. The modem materialistic world also 
makes this claim. It considers physical and material 
life to be all-in-all, and it is indeed able to give 
physical life and cause physical death in ways that in 
the past were considered impossible for man. By 
means of modem medicine, people have been given 
a new lease of life who would have otherwise died. 
People who could not have children can now produce 
offspring, sometimes in the most mind-boggling 
ways. As to death, millions can be killed in an instant 
by modem weapons. There are even weapons that 
will only kill people and not damage propeny. Mod
em materialistic civilization does claim, or at least 
create the very strong impression in the human mind, 
that it has control over life and death. Even writing 
a hundred years ago, Hazrat Mirza said that man's 
control over nature by means of the knowledge and 
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the inventions of the West had created the impression 
in many minds that man now (and this is a hundred 
years ago) had acquired the powers of God. 

Reply to materialist's claim. 
The reply given to this claim of the materialist is as 
follows: 

"Allah causes the sun to rise in the East, Can 
you make it rise from the West?" 

Hazrat Mirza similarly told the world that the sun of 
spiritual guidance, revealing deep religious truths, had 
risen in the east. Note that the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad is called a light-giving sun in the Quran. 
And his challenge is: Can Western materialistic philo
sophy and science, by means of its human exertions 
and endeavour, create such spiritual knowledge and 
guidance that was taught by Divine revelation to the 
Holy Prophet? God made the sun of religious truths 
to rise in the east, can you by your humanly deve
loped knowledge make such a sun rise in the West? 

No, you cannot. But God can bring that light to 
the West. And that is the message with which Hazrat 
Mirza arose: that spiritual enlightenment cannot come 
to the West by means of its philosophies based on 
materialism and pure reason, and its physical 
sciences; it will come when the revelation of God in 
Islam reaches the West. 

Vision of capturing birds. 
In his book lztila Auhtim, after giving the inter
pretation of the sun rising in the West, Hazrat Mirza 
describes his famous vision of preaching Islam in 
London and then catching birds in his hand. It is very 
curious that in the Quran too, very shortly after the 
verse which I have been discussing there is one 
ref erring to the catching of birds. 

Abraham asks God to show him how Ii fe will be 
given to the dead. The answer given to him by God 
is interpreted by our traditional scholars of religion as 
follows. They say that God asked Abraham to take 
four birds, cut them up into pieces and mix the meat 
up (rather like what our ladies have been doing in the 
kitchen at this Convention). Then he was told to 
place parts of this meat on mountains around him, 
and call out to the dead birds. God would then raise 
them to life and they would come to him flying, and 
he would know from this demonstration that God can 
raise the dead to life. 

Apart from the ridiculous nature of this story, this 
interpretation does not show us the answer to 
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Abraham's question. His question was not whether 
God could give life to the dead, but how, by what 
means, God gives life to the dead, and this is not 
explained by this story. 

Sensible interpreters of the Quran have written 
that what Abraham is asking is how God brings 
spiritually dead people to life, people who had no 
inclination to accept religious teaching and ran away 
from it. So God gave him the example of birds. They 
run away from people when they are approached. But 
God told Abraham that if he were to take some birds, 
and tame them till they became familiar with him, 
then they would obey his call even at a great distance 
from him. 

How to catch and tame birds in this age? 
I will now apply this verse to the work of Hazrat 
Mirza of awakening the spiritually dead nations to the 
call of Islam, and draw a parallel with his vision 
about catching birds. A very curious similarity is that 
just as Abraham is told that the tamed birds would 
hear and obey his call even from great distances, 
Hazrat Mirza too while living in India sees his call 
reaching thousands of miles away in London and 
birds responding to it. 

What is meant by "taming" the birds "to incline to 
you" can be seen from the vision that Hazrat Mirza 
has described. He makes what he calls a well
reasoned speech in English explaining the truth of 
Islam and birds fall into his lap. So you tame those 
birds by presenting the true picture of Islam, remo
ving their misconceptions and fears about Islam. Just 
as birds fly away from you when you approach them 
because they apprehend danger from you, similarly 
the Western people are repelled by the mere mention 
of Islam because of the danger they perceive from it. 
So you tame these human birds gradually by correc
ting their wrong ideas which are making them fear 
Islam as a threat. You calm and soothe their fears, 
and show them the attraction of Islamic teachings. 

Hazrat Mirza did this by strongly emphasizing the 
peaceful nature of Islam, that it does not preach the 
use of violence or force, that jihad is not fighting a 
war to defeat non-Muslims, and that Islam teaches 
Muslims to live as law-abiding citizens of whatever 
country or rule they happen to be living under. A 
repeated theme in his writings which occurs with 
great stress is that Islam does not pose any violent, 
physical or war-like threat to the dominant Western 
powers of the world. On the other hand, he challen
ged their beliefs, philosophies and ideologies most 
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vigorously and boldly. That was, in fact, a major 
aspect of his mission. 

Unfortunately, the traditional Muslim religious 
leaders do the opposite. Their statements about Islam 
actually reinforce and feed the prevalent, wrong 
image of Islam, and increase the fears that people are 
wrongly entertaining. They portray Islam as a 
challenge to the West in the political domain, and do 
very little to challenge the West intellectually in the 
domain of beliefs and ideologies. 

To conclude, I have shown how the knowledge 
contained in the Quran about bringing dead nations to 
life has found its manifestation in the work started by 
the Founder of this Movement. ■ 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

A conclusive proof 

of the truth of the 

Promised Messiah 

by Mujahid Ahmad Saeed, Pakistan 

Introduction. 
At this very instant, billions of people belonging to 
the religions of Islam and Christianity shall have their 
eyes studded at the sky, anxiously and eagerly await
ing Jesus to descend from the heavens, but little do 
they know that they are doing so in vain. 

The Tradition (Hadith) of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of Allah be 
on him, had prophesied the advent of the Promised 
Messiah in the 14th century (A.H.), but, now that the 
15th century (A.H.) has commenced, the masses still 
refuse to accept Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Qadian as the Promised Messiah and Mahdi, who, 
according to the prophetic words of the Holy Prophet, 
laid down the claim to be so. 

Aim of this article. 
In this article I shall throw light upon certain Tra
ditions and in the light of which a dream of a Pir 
Sahib (i.e., a religious leader) shall be narrated to 
eliminate any doubts and suspicions from the minds 
of the people regarding the status of Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian as the Promised Messiah 
and Mahdi. 

• JULY - AUGUST 1996 

The Holy Prophet's authority. 
In the Sahih Bukhari (i.e., the most authentic book on 
Tradition), the following sayings of the Holy Prophet 
appear in the 'Book of Interpretation of Dreams' 
(Book 92): 

a. Chapter 3 :  'Good Dreams are from Allah '.

i) Abu Sa'id al-Khudri narrated that the Holy
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of Allah be on
him, said:

" If anyone amongst you sees a dream that he 
likes, then it is from Allah and he should 
thank Allah for it and should narrate it to 
others; but if he envisions something other 
than this (i.e., a dream that he dislikes), then it 
is from Satan, and he should not mention it to 
anyone, for it will not cause him any harm." 

b. Chapter 10: 'Whoever envisions the Holy 
Prophet, in a Dream. •

i) Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported on the authority of
the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of
Allah be on him:

"Whoever envisions me (in a dream), then 
surely he has seen the truth, as Satan cannot 
appear in my form." 

ii) Abu Hurairah reported, I heard the Messenger of
Allah, may peace and the blessings of Allah be on
him, saying:

"Whoever sees me in a dream shall see me in 
his state of wakefulness and Satan cannot bear 
resemblance to me in form." 

iii) It is narrated by Abu Qatadah that the Holy
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of Allah be on
him, said:

"Whoever saw me (in a dream), surely saw the 
truth." 

Thus the above Traditions clearly express that when
ever a person envisions the Holy Prophet in a dream 
he should believe in his words, as that dream is a 
favour bestowed upon him by his Creator, Allah. 

A saint's dream. 
Now bearing the above cited narrations in mind I 
shall translate a dream of a saint who had a following 
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of over a hundred thousand disciples, Syed Rashid
ud-Din Sahib (Pir Stihib-ul- '/ Im of the Sindh Pro
vince in Pakistan). He being a learned scholar of the 
Arabic language wrote a letter to Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian in Arabic narrating this 
dream, which appears in the latter's book entitled 
Zamfma Anjiim Atham, p. 60: 

"I saw the Holy Prophet, may peace and the 
blessings of Allah be on him, in the state of a 
divine inspiration (kashf). Thus I humbly 
queried: 

" 'O!  Prophet of Allah! This person who 
claims to be the Promised Messiah, is he a liar 
or a slanderer or is he truthful?' 

"The Holy Prophet replied: 'He is truthful and 
is sent by Allah ! '  

"And I realized that you were on the path of 
truth. Henceforward I shall not suspect your 
affairs (actions) and I shall not doubt your 
grandeur. I shall obey whatever you command. 
So if you order me to go to America I shall do 
so. I have devoted my being to you and you 
shall find me faithful. In shii ' al/ah." 

How obedient this servant of Allah proved to be, that 
he instantaneously accepted the truth Allah had 
dawned upon him. 

Conclusion. 

Now, to sum up this article, anyone respecting the 
highly esteemed words of the Holy Prophet, may 
peace and the blessings of Allah be on him, would 
have to believe in the saint's dream cited above. And 
whoever does so, shall realize that the Holy Prophet 
over 1400 years ago had informed us that Allah 
would guide us aright by bestowing upon the pious 
such truth-revealing dreams. After such decisive 
words spoken by the Holy Prophet himself, who with 
a clear mind and pure regard for the Messenger of 
Allah would dare disregard, disbelieve, shun and 
disobey the command of Allah and His Beloved 
Prophet? 

I leave this pondering question to your minds and 
the humble effort put into writing this article, so as to 
help you stand up and boldly accept what is the 
Divine Truth! ■ 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
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Understanding the concept 

of prayer in Islam 

by Fazeel Sahukhan, Vancouver, Canada 

"And when My servants ask thee concerning 
Me, surely I am nigh. I answer the prayer of 
the supplicant when he calls on Me, so they 
should hear My call and believe in Me that 
they may walk in the right way." (2: 1 86) 

This verse of the Holy Quran states that Almighty 
Allah answers all prayers when you call on him. 
However, Muslims today do not seem to fully under
stand this concept nor the potential benefits from 
these practices. A Muslim should clearly comprehend 
the notion that: 

whatever you want - you may have,· 

whatever you need - you may attain. 

In Islam, to achieve this you must pray. This may 
seem to be very simple-minded and naive view to 
many, but we are told in the Holy Quran: 

"And your Lord says: Pray to Me, I will 
answer you. Those who disdain My service 
will surely enter hell. abased." (40:60) 

Therefore, no matter how troubling or impossible a 
situation one may find himself in, one can defeat and 
overcome all obstacles by praying to Almighty Allah 
for his help. 

Examples of acceptance of prayer. 

Numerous examples of such incidents may be found 
in the Holy Quran itself which clearly support this 
view. In chapter 3, verses 37 to 39 we read: 

"There did Zacharias pray to his Lord. He 
said: My Lord, grant me from thee goodly 
offspring; surely Thou art the Hearer of prayer. 
So the angels called to him as he stood pray
ing in the sanctuary: Allah gives thee the good 
news of John, verifying a word from Allah, 
and honourable and chaste and a prophet from 
among the good ones. 

"He said: My Lord, how can I have a son 
when old age has already come upon me, and 
my wife is barren? He said: Even thus does 
Allah do what He pleases." 
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We are also given Prophet Abraham's testimony in 
chapter 14, verse 39: 

"Praise be to Allah, Who has given me, in old 
age, Ishmael and Isaac! Surely my Lord is the 
Hearer of prayer." 

Prophet Jesus also prayed to be saved from the 
accursed death of crucifixion, as we read in the Bible: 

". . .  And he went forward a little and fell on 
the ground and prayed that if it were possible, 
the hour might pass from him. And he said: 
Aha, Father, all things are possible unto thee: 
take away this cup from me." (Mark 
14:35-36). 

In chapter 4, verse 1 57 of the Holy Quran, we are 
told that Almighty Allah saved Prophet Jesus from 
this disgrace by bringing about miraculous circum
stances in which he could escape and continue his 
mission, and the acceptance of his prayer is, 
furthermore, recorded in the Bible as well: 

"When he had offered up prayer and suppli
cation with strong crying and tears unto Him 
Who was able to save him from death, and 
was heard in that he feared." (Hebrews 5 :7). 

Our beloved Holy Prophet Muhammad is another 
perfect example. The unthinkable and unimaginable 
had occurred as a result of his prayers; the reform
ation of the darkest spot on earth - Arabia, as 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad explains: 

"That strange event which took place in the 
desert land of Arabia, by which millions of 
people who were spiritually dead were 
resuscitated in a very short time, and people 
who had remained corrupted for generations 
became imbued with Divine attributes and the 
blind regained their power of vision and the 
dumb became eloquent in respect of the 
knowledge of God, and a revolution took place 
in the world in such a sudden manner that the 
like of it no eye had seen before and no ear 
had heard. What was it after all: it was at 
bottom the silent prayers in the darkness of the 
night of a lonely man who had annihilated 
himself in God that created this huge tumult in 
the world, and produced those strange pheno
mena which seem almost impossible to have 
been effected by that unlettered, helpless man." 
(Barakiit-ud-Du 'a) 
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Thus, there i s  no obstacle too great which cannot be 
overcome by prayer to the Almighty Allah. Prayer is 
a spiritual gold mine - it can lead to all one's 
desired goals and as a result. produce total satis
faction in one's life. 

Conditions for acceptance of prayers. 

Some people may refute this view and argue that 
many of their prayers had not been answered. 
Actually, the (supposed) rejection of some prayers 
may in reality be a trial from the Almighty Allah. He 
may be testing you to see how strong your faith is as 
we are told in the Holy Quran: 

" . . .  And We make some of you a trial for 
others. Will you bear patiently: And thy Lord 
is ever Seeing." (25:20) 

After proving one's steadfastness, reward is guaran
teed as the Holy Quran informs us: 

"So pray to thy Lord and sacrifice. Surely thy 
enemy is cut off from good." ( 108 :2-3). 

Along with prayer one should also sacrifice. One 
cannot expect continuous Divine help in return for 
repeated wrongful conduct - there is no fairness in 
this. Prayer and sacrifice are complementary and 
should always be considered to go hand in hand. For 
example, 1 may pray day and night to pass my Uni
versity exam, but without studying (sacrificing with 
my efforts) 1 cannot realistically expect to achieve 
this goal. On the other hand, I may study day and 
night for my exams, but if it is not the will of Allah, 
I can never pass. 

Wisdom in rejection of a prayer. 

Furthermore, one must always remember that Allah 
knows what is best. What may seem to be extremely 
beneficial and even irresistible may in reality be 
disastrous to us. This is a simple reason why some 
prayers may appear to have not been granted. Hazrat 
Mirza so eloquently further explains: 

"If the acceptance of a certain prayer may 
bring harm to the · man who prays, and God 
wants his moral and spiritual training, His 
rejection of the prayer is in reality a kind of 
acceptance. Sometimes a certain prayer of a 
man remains unfulfilled and he thinks that his 
prayer has been rejected whereas the fact is 
that God grants his prayer and it takes the 
form of its apparent rejection, wherein consists 
his good and welfare, . . . The fact is that He 
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listens to every prayer of His servants as He 
says: ' Pray to Me and I will answer you' (the 
Quran 40:60). The secret of such apparent 
rejection is that the good and the welfare of 
the petitioner lies along this line. The law of 
prayer is that God is not under the behest of 
our desires. Consider how dear a child is to its 
mother and how anxious she is to see it safe 
from all troubles. But if the child foolishly 
cries for and insists on having a sharp knife or 
flaming piece of fire in its hand, will the 
mother, with all her real love and tenderness 
for the child, allow it to bum its hand with an 
ember or to cut its hand with the sharp edge of 
the knife? It is evident she will not . . .  

"God, Who is the real well-wisher of man and 
can see the ultimate results of things desired, 
sees the harm and ill-effects of the prayer so 
addressed, in the event of its being granted, 
rejects the prayer as it is, and this rejection 
itself is, in fact, its acceptance." 

Prayer at times of trouble. 
Prayer to the higher source when in trouble seems to 
be deeply embedded within the nature of man. When 
an affliction falls upon man, it is on the tip of his 
tongue to say out: "Oh God!" This point is stressed 
in the Holy Quran in the following words: 

'"Thee do we serve and Thee do we beseech for 
help." ( I  : I ) 

The prayer for Divine help is thus uncontrollably and 
persistently present within human kind. From an 
evolutionary view, it seems that through the ages in 
man's history, humans became aware (consciously or 
unconsciously) that prayer to the higher source leads 
to desired goals and this conditioning (through 
successive reinforcements) produced an extremely 
strong instinct (to pray leads to desired goals: safety, 
health, healing, success . . .  ), those who contrived this 
practice were more likely to survive (survival of the 
fittest) and this, furthermore, reveals why prayer for 
Divine help is so deeply embedded in the nature of 
the modem age man. Prayer as a beneficial evolu
tionary trait seems to actually be referred to in the 
Quranic verse: 

"Or, Who answers the distressed one when he 
calls upon him and removes the evil, and will 
make you successors in the earth?" (27:62) 
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Today, people seem to not realize that simple bad 
days, horrible embarrassments or failures, and even 
natural disasters, may be blessings rather than curses. 
It appears that when man is in trouble and needs 
help, he then rushes to a holy place of worship and 
prays to God for assistance. God is remembered more 
and humbleness is restored in one's heart more in sad 
situations and when one is in misery than in happy 
times and when one is cheerful. Man prays for Divine 
assistance when in need of help, yet fails to remem
ber the Almighty in times of ease. 

A perfect example of this is that of many people 
praying fervently for being given the opportunity to 
go on vacation (to be able to get the time off work; 
being able to afford it financially). Yet how many of 
those people pray in such a compassionate and 
humble manner when they finally arrive on the hot 
sandy beach or at the top of the beautiful snow
capped mountain resort. It is truly almost embarra
ssing to see how people rush madly to their churches, 
synagogues, mosques, and temples after an earth
quake, or flood, or hurricane, and yet do not realize 
that these are mere wake-up calls. The power of 
Allah is indeed great! Although these disasters (or 
even smaller set-backs in one's personal life) may 
seem like a curse, it may actually be a blessing. A 
wake-up call is better than no call, letting one go on 
sleeping until it is too late. These incidents provide 
an opportunity to wake-up, rationalize one's life and 
change. Prayer should not be forgotten, not for 
Allah's sake but for our own good. 

Advancement through prayer. 
It is also essential to understand that through prayer 
one may advance to a spiritual level in which one can 
have true satisfaction in life. One may find a sense of 
contentment which over-rides all other optimistic 
views and perspectives on life. Through prayer, one 
lays down their life mentally, spiritually as well as 
physically for Allah. All one's faculties are in tune 
with obeying and serving the creator. This sense of 
willingness to sacrifice one's life carries over to one's 
behaviour and overall personality. When something 
good appears the faithful will thank Allah. But also 
when something bad and negative appears in one's 
life, the faithful bear this patiently. He realizes that 
everything happens for a reason and that something 
even better may come out of the situation in due 
time. "Allah is the best of planners and whatever 
happens, happens with Allah's permission and we are 
not to question the will of Allah" is the rationali-
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zation of the faithful in hard times. So the faithful 
carry on with their lives undisturbed by the problem
situation. Therefore, by advancing to this stage of 
spiritual development, one cannot lose in life. Satis
faction is guaranteed. One praises Allah in good 
times as well as in bad. Depression is a non-existent 
state, for the faithful believe that everything happens 
according to Allah's best determination. Not everyone 
can truly practise this as the Holy Quran reminds us: 

"And among men is he who serves Allah, 
standing on the verge, so that if good befalls 
him he is satisfied therewith, but if a trial 
afflicts him he turns back headlong." (22: I I )  

The total sense o f  security i n  oneself and in Allah 
may only be created through continual progress in 
developing spiritually in prayer with the Lord of the 
worlds. Then, and only then, can one truly put in to 
practice the revelation: 

"Who, when a misfortune befalls them, say: 
'Surely we are Allah's and to Him we shall 
return'." (2: 156) 

Of course, the phrase "prayer without action is use
less" is true, but through prayer all good morals and 
values and furthermore charitable behaviour may 
emanate in one's life. By feeling close to God in 
prayer, one cannot help but feel inclined to do good 
to the rest of God's creation. Prayer creates humble
ness, which in tum will result in a decrease in ego
centric thinking and also placing more emphasis on 
others' feelings before one's  own. 

Prayer is thus not only a deterrent for committing 
sins in the future, but it also has a rehabilitating 
effect on sinful ideas and practices currently held, 
and furthermore promotes a sense of humbleness and 
security in the Almighty which carries over into the 
behaviours of our daily lives. After faith in the 
Almighty, prayer is the very next fundamental prin
ciple. It is a pre-requisite for all other forms of good 
to be firmly established in one's life. As you may 
judge for yourself why prayer is always mentioned 
first, before other subsequent conditions, practices 
and duties, such as in the verse: 

"Say: my prayer and my sacrifice and my life 
and my death are surely for Allah, the Lord of 
the worlds." (6: 1 63) 

As mentioned previously, practising and preaching 
are two very different concepts. But, I believe, one 
must fully understand the true significances, reasons 
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and benefits of prayer, before one can practise the 
true and correct way in which it was meant to be 
practised. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
explained that praying five times a day is like 
washing one's self five times - the similarity being 
that one cleans and purifies one's self (spiritually, of 
course) by praying, just as one does by washing. 
Nevertheless, one can realize that washing the body 
with a clean substance will clean it, whereas washing 
the body with dirt and mud or any unclean substance 
cannot lead to cleanliness. Therefore, one should 
understand that prayer can only lead to being 
cleansed spiritually. This is the reason for the 
Quranic revelation: 

"So woe to the praying ones, who are 
unmindful of their prayer! Who do good to be 
seen, and refrain from acts of kindness!" 
( 107:4-7) 

Consequently, by knowing and fully understanding 
the significance of prayer, one can, thus, truly attempt 
to put it into practice in the correct manner in which 
Almighty Allah intended us to do. The compre
hension of the meanings of prayer, and not its mere 
outward practice, is an essential component for spiri
tual advancement. 

In conclusion, prayer should always be regarded 
as our spiritual food. Just as our bodies need food for 
developing properly, so does our spirit or soul need 
prayer. Without food, our bodies become weak and 
eventually deteriorate, and the same can be expected 
to occur to our spirit or soul in the absence of 
prayer. ■ 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Anjuman on WWW 

We are pleased to announce that we have started 
setting up World Wide Web pages on the Internet. 
Our Home Page is located at the address: 

http : //members . aol . com/aaiil/main . htm 

This has also been entered in some search indexes, 
and you may search for us by specifying the key
words Lahore and Ahmadiyya together. 

Some information has already been placed in these 
pages, while more is constantly being added. ■ 
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Testimony of the Holy Quran. pp. 103

A discussion by Hazrat Mirza on his claim of being Pro
mised Messiah based on the Quran. 

Message of Peace. pp. 27 

Revised translation of lecture on establishing peace between 
Hindus and Muslims in India. 
"In the Ahmadiyya Movement which ... emphasises the spirit 
of tolerance, I see a great force for the propagation of 
Islam ... " - Sir C.V. Raman, Nobel prize winner. 

Other books by Maulana Muhammad Ali. 

Muhammad, The Prophet pp. 200 

Researched biography of the Holy Prophet. Corrects many 
misconceptions about his life, and answers Western criticism. 

Early Caliphate. 
History of Islam under first four Caliphs. 
"Indeed two books (]) Muhammad The Prophet, (2) The 
Early Caliphate. by Muhammad Ali together constitute the 
most complete and satisfactory history of the early Muslims 
hitherto compiled in English. " - Islamic Culture, April 
1935. 

The Muslim Prayer Book. pp. 90 

Full details of the Muslim prayer service, with words given 
in Arabic text, and transliteration and translation into 
English. Illustrated with photographs. 

Living Thoughts of 
the Prophet Muhammad. pp. 156 

Brief biography of the Holy Prophet, and his teachings. 
"... so beautifully done by Muhammad Ali ... should form 

part of the education of every person who aspires to know 
the life and career of a great historical personality" -
Times of Ceylon. 

The New World Order. pp. 86 
"... makes a thorough analysis of the complicated problems 
of the world ... examines the various solutions offered by 
Islam to the numerous problems of the modern world" -
The Dawn, Karachi. 

Introduction to the Study of 
the Holy Quran. pp. 191 

Collection and arrangement of the Holy Quran and its 
essential teachings. 
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Muhammad and Christ. pp. 1 59 
Refutes Christian misinterpretation of the Quran that Jesus 
was 'superior' to the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 

Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement. pp. 1 12  
Biography of Hazrat Mirza by his close associate Maulana 
Muhammad Ali. 

Other books. 

Introduction to Islam. pp. 66 

by Dr. Zahid Aziz. For younger readers and beginners. Basic 
Islam explained in question/answer fonnat. 

The Debt Forgotten. pp. 159 

by Mr. Rahim Bakhsh. The debt owed by Muslims of the 
present-day to the work of the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

Ahmadiyyat in the service of Islam. pp. 149 
by Mr. Nasir Ahmad Faruqui, late head of the Pakistan Civil 
Service. Beliefs, claims, work and achievements of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement. 
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• Return to: 'The Light', 1 31 5  Kingsgate Road,
Columbus, Ohio 43221 , U.S.A. 
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Our publications 

World renowned literature produced by 
The Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha 'at Islam, Lahore 

"Probably no man living has done longer or 
more valuable service for the cause of Islamic 
revival than Maulana Muhammad Ali of Lahore. 
His literary works, with those of the late 
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, have given fame and 
distinction to the Ahmadiyya Movement. " -

Marmaduke Pickthall, famous British Muslim 
and a translator of the Quran into English, 
writing in 1936. 

By Maulana Muhammad Ali 

The Holy Quran. pp. 1300 

Arabic text, with English translation, exhaustive com
mentary, comprehensive Introduction and large Index. 
Leading English translation. Has since 1917 influ
enced millions of people all over the world. Model for 
all later translations. Thoroughly revised in 19 5 I .  
"To deny the excellence of Muhammad Ali 's trans
lation, the influence it has exercised, and its 
proselytising utility, would be to deny the light of the 
sun. " - Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Indian 
Muslim scholar, and himself a translator of Quran. 
"The first work published by any Muslim with the 
thoroughness worthy of Quranic scholarship and achi
eving the standards of modern publications. " -Amir 
Ali in The Student 's Quran, London 1961. 
Deluxe, Standard, and Paper-back editions. 

The Holy Quran: other translations. 

Above work also available in Spanish and French. 
German and Russian versions coming shonly. 

The Religion of Islam. pp. 6 17 

Comprehensive and monumental work on the sources, 
principles and practices of Islam. 
" ... an extremely useful work. almost indispensable to 
tl1e students of Islam. " - Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal, 
renowned poet and philosopher. 
"Such a book is greatly needed when in many Muslim 
countries we see persons eager for the revival of Is
lam, making mistakes through lack of just this knowl
edge. " - Marmaduke Pickthall. 

A Manual of Haditb. pp, 400 

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad on practical 
life of a Muslim, classified by subject. Arabic text, 
English translation and notes. 

• . . .  LATEST PUBLICATIONS .. . • 

The Four Questions Answered. 
By Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. A Christian's ques
tions about Islam answered. Completely revised trans
lation, newly published. 

Islam - My Only Choice. pp. 36 

By Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. Compares the historicity, 
doctrines and practices of the major religions. 

Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal and 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. pp. 44 

By Maulana Hafiz Sher Muhammad. lqbal's views on, 
and relations with, the Movement. 

The Qadiani violation of 
Abmadiyya teachings. pp. 46 

Shows how the main Qadiani beliefs violate the real 
teachings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

AI-Hamdu-li-1/ah. pp. 1 8  

By Fazeel Sahukhan. Children's book with full color 
illustrations to teach them ten basic Islamic phrases. 
Suitable for age 5 and under. 

The Split in the 
Ahmadiyya Movement. pp. 1 17 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali. Discusses the doctrinal 
differences which led to the Split. Reprint edition 
contains added Appendix with supplementary notes. 

Martyrdom of Abdul Latif Shaheed. pp. 47 
Events of life of Sahibzada Abdul Latif of Afghanis
tan executed in 1903 for being an Ahmadi. 

Essays on Islamic Sufi-ism. pp. 23 

Translations from writings of Dr. Basharat Ahmad and 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on Sufi-ism. 

List of books continues 

on the inside of this cover. 

For prices and further details, free co/or illus
trated catalog and free literature, please contact 
Mrs. S. Sahukhan at the address on the front 
cover. 
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