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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object or the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract tl1e hearts and minds or people towards the 
truth, by means or reasoning, good moral example, and the natural 
beauty or its principles. It neither aspires to gain political power, nor 
allows the use of force in support or the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless or race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which accords 
them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of belief 
and opinion. 

Rational: In all mailers, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answ�rs prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words ui 
iliiha i/1-Alliih, M11ha111mad-11r rasiil Alliih (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, M11jaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith or Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

The Ahmudiyyu Anjuman lsha'al Islam 
Lahore has branches in lhe following 
countries: 

U.S.A. 
England. 
Holland. 
India. 

A11s1ralia. 
Trit1ida,l. 

S11rit1ame. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
S0111!, Africa. 
illdonesia. 

Fiji. 
G11ya11a. 

The Movement has members and supp
oners in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
conslructcd in lhe mid- I 920s. 

Acllievements: 
The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books arc being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution 10 
Islamic thought is summed up in lhe 
column on the left. 

History: 
1889: Ha::.ral Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movemenl given name Alimadiyyt1 

after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazral Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) 10 manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded al Lahore to continue lhe orig
inal Anjuman. to preserve Hazrat 
Mirza's real mission. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fi fly years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

Since 198 I Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar. has 
led the Movement, al a time when ii faces 
intense persecution and opposition. 
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Islam - The natural law 

Speech at the Convention of A.A.l.l.L., 
Columbus, Ohio, August 1996 

by Dr. K. Ghafoerkhan, M.D. 
Vice-President, SIV, Suriname 

Religion and Science are two aspect of social life. 
The Islamic approach of nature recognises both the 
physical and the spiritual order of the universe and 
calls on mankind to pursue life in this togetherness as 
they interdepend on one another for existence. 

Islam accepts science and laws of nature. 

Science explores the natural laws and so does Islam. 
As such Islam and science are not opposite forces as 
people thought before. In fact, Islam accepts all those 
laws of nature explored by scientific researches which 
do not clash with its basic belief and thoughts. 

The Quran refers constantly to the phenomenon of 
nature as signs of Allah to be contemplated by the 
believers. There are many verses of the Holy Quran 
in which nature and natural phenomena are men
tioned, as for example this verse: 

.. We shall show them Our portents (signs) 
upon the horizons and within themselves until 
it be manifest unto them that it is the truth." 
-41:43.

Islam is a natural, the first and the last revealed 
religion, as the Holy Quran declares: 

.. The only religion before Allah is Islam." -
3:19. 

As a Divine and natural religion it accepts the 
rules of nature which are governed by Allah. The 
Holy Quran declared the natural laws as the .. ways of 
Allah" or sunnat-ullah: 

"No change wilt thou find in Allah's way; no 
turning off wilt thou find in Allah's way." -
35:43. 

Difference between science and philosophy. 

Science is concerned with physical phenomena while 
philosophy deals with metaphysical questions which 
are beyond our senses to judge or feel. This is why 
the scientific theories, when established, are not 
subject to controversy. But philosophical questions 
never become an object of agreement. 
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This has been the case since the early Greek 
philosophers until now. Philosophy is concerned with 
such metaphysical questions as how the universe 
came into being, what is the destiny of man, what is 
just and perfect life, what is the essence of beauty, 
virtue, goodness and the like. 

The view of Islam regarding science is one of 
encouragement and favour because science is a sure 
method to reveal the power and wisdom of Allah in 
all the aspects of creation. 

With philosophy the view is different. Man cannot 
depend on his limited mind to arrive at the truth 
regarding the important metaphysical questions with
out confusion and uncertainty. The mercy of Allah 
removed such confusion in the philosophical 
problems by means of revelation. 

The Holy Quran deals with the attributes of Allah, 
the destiny of man after death, and the ideals of 
goodness, virtue, charity and other moral conceptions, 
etc. 

Knowledge and worship. 

As to the wisdom behind the creation of man, Allah 
tells us that man is created for two purposes: 
knowledge and worship: 

'"Allah is He Who created seven firmaments 
and of the earth a similar number. Through the 
midst of them all descends His command: in 
order to know that Allah has power over all 
things, and that Allah comprehends all things 
in His knowledge." -65: 12. 

It declares that the whole universe and what is 
therein are created for man to know . 

The right knowledge about Allah paves the way 
for the second purpose for which man was created: 
that is worship. Allah says: 

"I have only created jinn and men that they 
worship Me." -51 :56. 

How great, then, and how important are the two 
purposes for which the whole universe is created, for 
which the Divine Books were revealed, for which the 
Messengers were sent, and for which this life and the 
Hereafter are created! 

These two purposes of man lead us to the final 
goal of our life which is "liqa Allah", or to meet 
Allah. 

Knowledge takes the first place before worship. 
We must know Allah in order to worship Him. We 
have to know His holy attributes. We ought to know 



4 THE LIGHT 

His orders and prohibitions so that our worship of 
Him is done in accordance with His will. We are 
obliged to clean our innerselves from the spiritual 
ills. We must purify our hearts with such good 
qualities as trust in Allah, patience, repentance, 
sincerity, satisfaction, and gratitude for favours of 
Allah. 

Consequences of good and bad. 

The moral effects of the attributes of Allah is laid 
down in verse 180 from chapter 7: 

"And to Allah belong the best names, so call 
on Him thereby." 

The holy verse refers to important ethical and philo
sophical principles. It indicates that such values of 
life as goodness and truth are not temporary and 
relative, but objective and ultimate. 

The natural law or the law of cause and effect is 
stated so clearly in the Quran: 

"Whoso does a good deed shall have ten times 
as much; but he who does an evil deed, he will 
be recompensed with the like of it, and they 
shall not be wronged." - 6:160. 

The reward of good is something from the nature of 
good and the effect of evil is destructive to itself and 
to other things. 

There are several references in the Holy Quran 
and the Bible about ummahs and peoples who were 
disobedient to Allah's commands. Allah sent to them 
prophets to warn them, such as Hud to the people of 
Aad, Noah and Lot to their people, Moses to the 
people of Pharaoh, etc. 

But the people rejected these Messengers of God 
and were destroyed. It is related in Islamic resources 
that the Prophet Jesus said: 

"O disciples! How many a lamp was put out of 
light by wind and how many a worshipper was 
spoiled with pride." 

Birth of Jesus. 

As stated above, "No change wilt thou find in Allah's 
way; no turning off wilt thou find in Allah's way" 
(35:43). 

How is it then possible that till today religious 
people believe in the miraculous conception of Jesus? 
As stated in the Quran: 

"Surely We have created man from sperm 
mixed (with ovum)" -76:2 

• 

and: 
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"O people! surely We have created you from 
a male and female." -49:13. 

See also 86:5-7 and 53:45-46. 1 

Thus the initial process of procreation of child
bearing is the union of male and female; there is no 
deviation in laws of nature or Divine Laws. Accor
ding to the science of biology every human cell has 
23 pairs of chromosomes, one pair of which is a sex
chromosome. The sex-chromosomes in men are X and 
Y, and in women X and X. The sex chromosomes of 
the sperm gets split up in the gametes X and Y, and 
the sex chromosomes of the ovum in gametes X and 
X. By the conception, if the X chromosome of the
ovum unites with the Y chromosome of the sperm, to
form an XY zygote, you will get a male child, and if
the X chromosome of the ovum unites with the X
chromosome of the sperm you will get a female
child.

So how could Mary produce a male child without 
a Y chromosome in her ovum? This would have been 
contrary to the law of nature. It is sad to state here 
today that many verses of the Holy Quran are being 
interpreted contrary to the laws of nature by various 
mullahs and others during a long period. For 
example: 

1. The mi'raj-un-nabi being taken to mean the
bodily ascension of the Holy Prophet Muhammad;

2. The ascension and re-advent of the prophet Jesus
in a literal sense.

Our Movement's work. 

Inspite of all the great efforts that our Movement is 
making to present the real Islam, there is still a big 
task on the shoulders of the Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
Isha'at Islam Lahore to bring the true picture oflslam 
to the world according to the teachings of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, and by correcting all the 
misconceptions spread by the mullahs. I am proud to 
state here that the A.A.I.I. Lahore is the only jama 'at 
in the Muslim Ummah who can do this job. ■ 

1. "And that He creates pairs, the male and the female, from
the life-germ when it is adapted." - 53:45-46.

"So let man consider of what he is created. He is created of
water pouring forth, coming from between the back and the

ribs." - 86:5-7.
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Islam - The Religion of 

Allah, for All Humanity 

Speech at the Convention of A.A./.1.L., 
Columbus, Ohio, August 1996 

By Muhammad El Hamza Hashim 
Washington State, U.S.A. 

(E�itor's Note: Our brother Hamza Hashim, a fire safety 
tramer by profession, joined the religion of Islam several 
years ago. He is a regular speaker at our Convention. 
Having a fine reading voice, he has been recording for our 
Anjuman on audio tape the English translation of the Holy 
Ouran by Mau/ans Muhammad Ali. About a half of this enor
mous work was completed recently at a recording studio in 
Columbus due to his untiring efforts. The remainder will, 
Allah willing, be finished sometime in the coming months.) 

"Say: As for me, my Lord hath guided me unto 
a straight path, a right religion, the community 
of Abraham, the upright, who joined not gods 
with Allah." - Holy Quran 6:162. 

To those who use the terms "revealed religions" and 
"pre-Islam," these phrases have been used even by 
Muslims authors to imply that Allah revealed other 
religions besides Islam. If one were to ponder over 
this and the Holy Quran, the Bible and earlier 
revealed Scriptures, one would find that this is not 
true. Allah revealed His will to each nation through 
His Messengers: 

"And certainly We raised in every nation a 
messenger, saying: Serve Allah and shun the 
devil. Then of them was he whom Allah 
guided, and of them was he whose remaining 
in error was justly due. So travel in the land, 
then see what was the end of the those who 
denied (the truth)." - Holy Quran 16:36. 

As for the term 'pre-Islam' - Islam began when the 
first elements in the creation was created and sub
mitted itself to Allah's will. 

"Then He directed Himself to the heaven and 
it was a vapor, so He said to it and to the 
earth: Come both willingly or unwilling. They 
both said: We come willingly." - Holy Quran 
41:11. 

"Do they seek other than the religion of Allah? 
While all creatures in the heavens and on earth 
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have willing or unwillingly bowed to His will 
(accepted Islam) and unto Him they will be 
returned." - Holy Quran 3:82. 

When was there ever a time when Islam did not 
exist? It should be known that the original founder of 
Islam was no other than Allah himself, and it goes 
back to the age of Adam. From the very beginning of 
man on this earth, Islam has existed in one stage or 
another all along, until its final stage with the advent 
of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

It must also be emphasized here to those who 
have been misinformed that our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) is not to be recognized as the 
founder of Islam, although he was commissioned by 
Almighty Allah to restore His true way of life (Islam) 
for all people from the beginning to the end of time. 

Islam is the same revealed message from Allah to 
all his Prophets. Know then for a certainty that Islam 
is not a new religion brought by Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) for the first time. 

As the day is distinguished by the night and light 
by darkness, so is the religion of truth distinct from 
the false ones: 

"He it is Who sent His Messenger 
(Muhammad) with guidance and the Religion 
of Truth, that He may cause it to prevail over 
all religions, though the polytheists are averse." 
- Holy Quran 9:33.

As Muslims, we should keep in mind that all the 
Prophets of Allah preached Islam as a way of life; 
and that Muhammad (pbuh) was the last, not the only 
Prophet, who brought the eternal message of Allah to 
man. We further believe that Islam is Allah's 
revelation to man; it is a spiritual and social system 
that is relevant to all people in all times and places. 

Since Adam is called the first Prophet of Allah 
and all Prophets of Allah received Islam as the way 
of life set down by him, Islam then naturally follows 
as the religion of Adam and is consequently the 
religion of all his succeeding generations. Neither he, 
nor any of the other Prophets of Allah, taught any 
other religion other than Islam, so Islam is not a new 
religion taught for the first time by Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh). So to those who use the term 
pre-Islam - what is this period they speak of? This 
term deceives many to believe that Allah revealed 
other alternatives to Islam. 

Allah himself perfected Islam through the mission 
of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). The final 
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and most complete fonn of Islam as a way of life 
was in fact given to Prophet Muhammad (pbul,).

Allah says in the Holy Quran 5:3: 

"This day I have perfected for you your 
system and completed my favor to you and 
chosen for you Islam as a system (in this life 
and in the hereafter)." 

Allah says •Islam' specifically and not any of the 
other man made ("ism") religions: Judaism, Hinduism, 
Noahism, Abrahamism, Capitalism, Mohammedanism, 
Christianism, etc. The name of the system as stated in 
the Quran is Islam, and those who follow it are called 
Muslims. Prophet Muhammad was also a Muslim, and 
the system (Islam) is not named after him. 

Muhammad, peace be upon him, said: 

"No associate has He (Allah). And this I am 
commanded, and I am the first (among you) to 
become Muslim (and submit to the will of 
Allah in Islam)." - Holy Quran 6: 164. 

The true name of our religion is called Islam (not 
Muhammadanism) and those who follow it are called 
�uslims. The reason for this is that our religion is 
given to us by Allah through all the Prophets. 

Muhammad (pbuli) was only a mortal man and did 
not bring to us a religion he founded nor did he name 
this religion after himself and gave no instructions to 
anyone to do so after his death. Nor did any other 
Prophet of Allah. 

"It is not (possible) that a man, to whom is 
given the Book, and wisdom, and the 
Prophetic Office, should say to people: Be you 
my worshippers rather than God's: on the 
contrary (he would say): Be you worshippers 
of Him who is truly The Cherisher of all: For 
you have taught the Book and you have 
studied it earnestly." - Holy Quran 3:78. 

"Nor would he instruct you to take the angels 
and prophets for Lords and patrons. What! 
Would he bid you to unbelief after you have 
bowed your will (to Allah in Islam)?" - Holy 
Quran 3:79. 

In fact, every Prophet of Allah is spoken of in the 
Quran as being Muslim, thus showing that Islam is 
the true religion for the whole of humanity. 

The Holy Quran states in 3 :32-33: 

"Allah did exalt Adam and Noah and the 
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family of Abraham and the family of Imran 
above the nations of their times - a group of 
people descending the one from the other: 
Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth." 

This ayat states that all the Prophets followed not 
only the same lineage, but also the same (path) 
Islam, as it is called in the scriptures. 

The Quran further states very plainly that the 
religion preached by Muhammad (pbuli) is the same 
as the religion of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
Jesus, and as such is the only religion acceptable to 
Allah. 

''Allah has made plain to you the religion 
which He enjoined upon Noah and which We 
revealed to thee, and which We enjoined on 
Abraham and Moses and Jesus - to establish 
religion and not to be divided therein. It is hard 
for the polytheists to (give up their way and) 
come to that which you callest them to: Allah 
chooses Himself whom He pleases, and guides 
to Himself who tum to Him." - Holy Quran 
42: 13 .  

"Verily, the (only) faith acceptable with Allah 
is Islam. And those who were given the Book 
differed only after knowledge had come to 
them, out of envy among themselves. And 
whoever disbelieves in the messages of Allah 
- Allah indeed is Quick at reckoning." -
Holy Quran 3 : 18.

"Say: 0 people of the Book! Come to an 
agreement between us and you: that we shall 
worship none but Allah, and that we shall 
ascribe no partner unto Him, and that none of 
us shall take others for lords beside Allah. And 
if they tum away, then say: Bear witness that 
we are they who have surrendered (unto Him 
as Muslims)." - Holy Quran 3:63. 

"O people of the Scripture! Why will you 
argue about Abraham, when the Torah and the 
Gospel were not revealed till after him. Have 
ye then no sense?" - Holy Quran 3:64. 

"Behold! You are they who argue about that 
whereof ye have some knowledge: Why then 
argue ye concerning that whereof ye have no 
knowledge? Allah knoweth. Ye know not." -
Holy Quran 3:65. 

"Abraham was not a Jew, nor yet a Christian; 
but he was an upright man who had surren-
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dered (to Allah), and he was not of the 
idolaters." - Holy Quran 3:66. 

Because Islam means submission to the Will of Allah 
and obedience to His Law, this is the essence of the 
message of all Allah's messengers. As Muslims we 
accept all the prophets previous to Muhammad (pbuh)
without discrimination. We further believe that all 
those prophets of Allah and their faithful followers 
were also Muslims, and that their religion was Islam. 

Bible, John 14:6: 
"Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth 
and the life; no man cometh unto the father, 
but by me." 

Holy Quran 16:9: 
"And Allah's is the direction of the way, and 
some (roads) go not straight. And had He 
willed He would have led you all aright." 

Holy Quran 6: 154: 
"And (know) that this is My way, leading 
straight: follow it; Follow not (other) paths: 
They will scatter you about from His (Great) 
path; Thus doth He command you, that you 
may be righteous." 

This verse calls our attention to the straight way, the 
way of Allah, the only way that leads to righteous
ness. 

Jesus taught no one to become a Jew or a Chris
tian because he came to confirm that which came 
before him (Islam) and before him were the Prophets 
of Islam and the scriptures. Jesus' belief was that of 
the Prophets before him. 

Bible, Matthew 5 : 17 :  
"Do not think that I have come to do away 
with the law of Moses and the teachings of the 
prophets. I have not come to do away with 
them but to make their teachings come true." 

Bible, John 9:5: 
Jesus said: "While I am in the world, I am the 
Light of the world." 

Holy Quran 3:5 1: 
"But when Jesus perceived covering of truth 
on their part, he said: who will be my helpers 
in Allah's way? The ones in white said: We 
are Allah's helpers: We believe in Allah and 
bear thou witness that we are Muslims." 

Bible, John 17 :6-8: 
"I have made you (Allah) known to those you 
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gave me out of the world. They belong to you,
and you gave them to me. They have obeyed
your word, and now they know that everything
you gave me comes from you. I gave them the
Message that you gave me, and they received
it: they know that it is true that I came from
you, and they believe that you sent me."

Holy Quran 4: 125: 
"And who is better in religion than he who 
submits himself entirely to Allah while doing 
good (to others) and follows the Faith of 
Abraham, the upright one? And Allah took 
Abraham for a friend." 

Holy Quran 22:78: 
"And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought 
to strive. He has chosen you and has not laid 
upon you any hardship in religion, it is the 
faith of your father Abraham. He (Allah) 
named you Muslims before and in this that the 
Messenger may be a bearer of witness to you 
and you may be bearers of witness to the 
people." 

To every nation of people Allah has sent guides to 
lead them back to the right path of Islam. The people 
who follow other so-called religions are the ones who 
have distorted the truth of what was brought to them. 

Holy Quran 35:24: 
"Surely We have sent thee with the truth as a 
bearer of good news and a wamer and there is 
not a people but a warner has gone among 
them." 

Holy Quran 2: 130: 
"And who forsakes the religion of Abraham 
but he who makes a fool of himself, and cer
tainly We exalted (Abraham) in this world, and 
in the next also he will be among the 
righteous." 

Holy Quran 2: 131: 
"When his Lord said to him: do you submit 
yourself to Me, he responded, I submit myself 
to the Lord of the worlds." 

Holy Quran 2: 132: 
"The same did Abraham enjoin upon his sons 
and also Jacob's: Sons of mine, truly Allah has 
chosen Islam for you, so live every moment in 
submission to Allah so that death will find you 
in a state of submission to Him." 
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As rightly-guided Muslims, we are told to believe in 
all the Prophets sent by Allah, and in their books. 
The Quran is clear in this and it does not tell us to 
believe in any other religion: Judaism, Hinduism, 
Mohammedanism, Marxism, Buddhism, or any of 
these isms. The Quran tells us to believe in all the 
Prophets, their books and teachings. 

Now ask yourself this question: if you believe in 
any other way than Islam, do you need to call 
yourself a Muslim? The Quran answers this question 
for you: 

"And whoever seeks a religion other than 
Islam, it will not be accepted from him, and in 
the hereafter he will become one of the 
losers." - Holy Quran 3:84. 

This ayat (verse) tells us clearly that the religion 
preached and practised by all the Prophets was and is 
the religion of submission to the will of Allah (Islam). 

To further quote from the Holy Quran, 2: 136: 

"Say: We believe in Allah and in that which 
has been revealed to us in that which was 
revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob 
and the tribes and in that which was given to 
Moses and Jesus, and in that which was given 
to the Prophets from their Lord. We do not 
make any distinction between any of them." 

Holy Quran 2:285: 
"The Messenger believes in what has been 
revealed to him from his Lord, and so do the 
believers; they all believe in Allah and His 
Angels, and His books and His Messengers." 

Even in this ayat (verse) it still says nothing about 
any revealed religions. Some Muslim writers have 
gone so far as to say: Islam is an all-comprehensive 
religion within which are included all the religions of 
the world. How can this be when Islam came before 
all of these man-made extractions of Islam. Here 
again, the Quran sheds light on this matter by saying: 

"A Messenger from Allah, reciting pure pages 
wherein are all right books." -Holy Quran 
98:2. 

The meaning of this ayat (verse) is that all those right 
directions necessary for the guidance of man are to be 
met with in the Holy Quran. The Quran contains all 
the good points of other sacred books (not religions) 
because Islam is the only way and in addition the 
Quran confirms the Holy Books before it. 
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Like every other form of consciousness, the reli
gious consciousness of man has developed slowly and 
gradually down the ages, and the revelation of the 
Great Truth from on high was brought to perfection 
in its final form through Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

It is to this great truth that the words of Jesus 
Christ alluded: 

Bible, John 16:12-13: 
"I have yet many things to say unto you but ye 
cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the 
spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you unto 
all truth." 

Islam is the truth, the life and the way and Allah is 
the one true Creator. If anyone seeks a religion other 
than Islam, it will not be accepted of him. Allah says 
in the Holy Quran that the truth was revealed to 
every nation . 

Every nation accepts partial truth, only that part of 
truth which was revealed to it, but its final stage is 
the way and the whole truth. 

Holy Quran 2:135: 
"And they say: Be Jews or Christians, you will 
be on the right course. Say: No, we follow the 
religion of Abraham, the upright one and he 
was not of the polytheists." 

Holy Quran 2: 1 20: 
"And the Jews and Christians will not be 
pleased with you unless you follow their reli
gion. Say, surely Allah's guidance, that is the 
perfect guidance and if you follow their desires 
after the knowledge that has come to you, you 
shall have from Allah no friend, nor helper." 

So you see from the preceding ayats (verses) again 
we are warned about going into other people's reli
gion because Allah revealed only Islam as a system. 
You should now begin to ask yourself in view of the 
evidence put forward to you here: What is pre-Islam? 
And since all the Prophets of Allah taught Islam from 
the beginning with Adam, what are these so-called 
revealed religions? 

If you are still in doubt about the absolute truth, 
then let me just use a little bit of progressive logic. 
The fact is that the father of Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) was named "Abdullah ", which means Servant 
of Allah, and that before the coming of the Prophet, 
the people of Mecca and other places had already 
acknowledged the Creator as Allah. From this alone 
you should know that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) did 
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not bring Islam with him as a new religion, and that 
Islam had to have existed before he was born if his 
father was named Abdullah. How then can anyone be 
called ''servant of Allah" unless Islam existed before 
his birth, unless he was a servant of Allah. 

This name is also found used in the Bible. 
Although it is spelled differently. it means the same. 
If you would like to research for yourself, the 
following are just a few references: 

Abda: l Kings 4:6; Nehemiah 1 1 : 17; 1 Chronicle 9: 16. 

Abdi: l Chronicle 6:29; 2 Chronicle 29: 1 2; Ezra 10:26. 

Abdiel: l Chronicle 5: 1 5. 

These are only a few names in the Bible to prove that 
Islam did exist from the beginning, and there are 
more in the Bible which I did not mention. Even in 
the early days the idol worshippers were trying to 
suppress Islam. 

Bible, 2 Kings 10:23: 
"And Jehu and Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, 
went into the house of Baal (a Canaanite and 
Phoenician deity of fertility) and he said unto 
the worshippers of Baal: Search and look that 
there be here with you none of the servants of 
Allah, but worshippers of Baal only." 

In closing, I cite the Holy Quran 3: 1 9: 

"But if they dispute with thee, say: I submit 
myself entirely to Allah and (so does) he who 
follows me. And say to those who have been 
given the Book and the Unlearned (people): 
Do you submit yourselves? If they submit, 
then indeed they follow the right way; and if 
they tum back, thy duty is only to deliver the 
message. And Allah is seer of the servants." 

Holy Quran 30:30: 
"So set thy face towards the Right Religion -
the natural religion of Allah upon which He 
has made man. There is no change in Allah's 
creation. This is the right religion but most 
people do not understand." 

Holy Quran 50:29: 
"The system (Islam) that cometh from Me 
cannot be changed and I am in no wise unjust 
unto the servants." 

'O Allah! Make faith beloved unto us, and beautify it 
within our hearts; and make disbelief loathsome to 
us, and wrongdoing and disobedience, and make us 
to be among the rightly-guided. ' ■ 

■ SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 1 996 

'Saint Issa: 

Best of the sons of men' 

- Travelogue of Notovich

9 

Speech at the Convention of A.A.1./.L., 
Columbus, Ohio, August 1996 

by Brig. Nasir Saeed, Islamabad, Pakistan 

"And We made the son of Mary and his 
mother a sign, and We gave them refuge on a 
lofty ground having meadows and springs." -
Al-Quran, 23:50. 

Recently, I came across the travelogue of one 
Nicholas Notovitch, a Russian traveler and a journa
list, who in 1 887 discovered the existence of certain 
ancient scrolls in the Buddhist monastery at Himmis, 
situated near Leh the capital of Laddakh in Kashmir. 

These manuscripts, in Tibetan language, narrated 
the travels and teachings of Jesus Christ, and 
Mr. Notovitch gave them the title The life of Saint
Issa: Best of the sons of men. 

The chronology suggests that Jesus at the age of 
13, when young boys in Palestine were obliged to get 
married, discreetly slipped out of Jerusalem and 
traveled to India with a caravan of merchants, to 
acquire first-hand knowledge of the teachings of 
Buddha. 

He spent the next 16  years of his life in various 
parts of India, Tibet and Kashmir, and returned to 
Palestine at the age of 29, where he was crucified 
after 3 years when he was 32. 

Notovich's visit to India. 

The object of Mr. Notovitch's visit to India, a coun
try which had attracted him since childhood, was to 
become acquainted with its people, study their 
manners and customs, and investigate its mysterious 
archeology. 

He entered India through Balochistan and wan
dered about without any fixed plan. He traveled 
northwards to Punjab and entered Kashmir over 
Murree. Traveling along the Jhelum river he approa
ched the Srinagar valley. 

It may be of interest to draw a comparison bet
ween his description of the Srinagar valley and the 
Quranic verse quoted above. Notovitch records: 
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"By the time I had reached the summit of the 
last elevation separating the mountainous 
country I had just been traversing; a superb 
panorama met my gaze. The picture it formed 
was a truly enchanting one. The Kashmiran 
vale, whose limits are lost in the horizon, 
nestles amid the high mountains of the 
Himalayas. At sunrise and sunset the zone of 
eternal snows appears like a ring of silver. 
girding this rich and charming plateau, seamed 
in all directions by fine roadways and streams. 

"Gardens, hills. a lake whose numerous islets 
are covered with bizarre constructions, all con
spire to transport the traveller into another 
world. For him the limits of enchantment seem 
reached; and he believes himself at last in the 
paradise of his childhood dreams." 

From Srinagar Mr. Notovitch journeyed into 
Laddakh, the predominantly Buddhist district of 
Kashmir. Here during a conversation with a chief 
lama at a wayside monastery. he learnt about the 
existence of certain scrolls at Himmis with regards to 
the life and teachings of Saint Issa. 

Mr. Notovitch, who was at this stage contem
plating his return to Russia. decided to push ahead to 
Leh to confirm the existence and, if possible, peruse 
the contents of these archives. 

At Himmis a leg fracture, resulting from a horse 
fall, provided him with an excuse to seek first-aid 
and refuge at the monastery. and thereby develop a 
rapport with the otherwise elusive lamas. He did this 
quite successfully and contrived to get their consent 
to go through the scrolls with the help of an inter
preter. 

He noted down all that was translated to him very 
carefully, and on his return managed to get it pub
lished after a considerable delay, due to impediments 
from various quarters. 

Life of Saint Issa. 

The account of Saint Issa consists of 244 verses 
which have been divided into 14 chapters. The first 
3½ chapters dwell upon the liberation of the Children 
of Israel from Pharaoh by Moses, their exodus from 
Egypt and settling down in Palestine. These chapters 
also include an account of the birth and early boy
hood of Jesus. 

The next 5½ chapters describe the journey of 
Jesus, at an age of 13, to India which he entered from 
the direction of Afghanistan through the Khyber Pass. 
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Jesus spent about half his known span of life in 
India and surrounding countries, learning mainly from 
Buddhist scholars, and preaching worship of the 
Omnipotent God. He condemned idol worship and 
glorified the Only God, Who does not share the world 
with anyone. He preached that after death humans 
would be judged by God according to the laws of His 
Mercy, and never could men be humiliated to trans
migrate their souls into the bodies of animals. 

His adherents were mainly the outcasts of the 
Hindu society, whom he treated as equals, to the utter 
annoyance of the upper class Brahmins and 
Kashatrias. He was threatened with dire consequences 
and on certain occasions had to flee to elude plots 
against his life. 

During his stay in India he traveled through 
Frontier and Punjab, which are now provinces of 
Pakistan. He journeyed from the west to the east 
coasts of present day India, turned north to Nepal and 
went over to Tibet, re-entered India through Kashmir, 
and headed west towards Afghanistan. 

Jesus back in Palestine. 

At the age of 29 he reappeared in Palestine, but not 
before a close encounter with the Zoroastrians in 
Persia, when he was nearly prosecuted for condemn
ing the adoration of the sun and extolling the worship 
of the One True God. 

The last 6 chapters of the manuscript, i.e. 9 to 14, 
give an account of Saint Issa's 3 years in Palestine. 
During this period Jesus is reported offering encour
agement to a depressed Israelite community, which 
during his long absence had been inflicted with 
severe atrocities by the Romans. Resultantly they had 
started abandoning the laws of the Almighty in the 
hope of appeasing their conquerors. 

Jesus journeyed from town to town, preaching the 
word of God and encouraging the Israelites not to 
succumb under the weight of despair. People thron
ged to him wherever he went and thousands followed 
to hear him preach. 

Seeing this, chiefs of the towns became appre
hensive and informed Pontious Pilate, the governor of 
Judea, that a man named Issa had arrived in the 
country, that by his discourses was stirring up people 
against the authorities, that the crowds listened to him 
assiduously and neglected the works of the state. 

Pilate ordered that Jesus be seized and brought 
before the judges, but to avoid exciting the anger of 
the populace, he charged the priests and Hebrew 
elders to judge him in the temple. 
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Trial of Jesus. 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem he was greeted enthu
siastically by the masses and he delivered his sermon. 
Priests and elders. who were listening, were filled 
with admiration at his discourse. They cross-exa
mined him with regards to allegations of stirring up 
rebellion against the authorities and his ambitions of 
becoming the king. 

Having listened to his replies they considered him 
quite harmless and were convinced that the chiefs of 
towns had made false reports. They informed the 
governor accordingly. who, ignoring their recommen
dations, deputed spies to surveil the activities of Issa. 

Teachings. 

In the meantime Saint Issa continued visiting the 
neighboring towns, preaching the true ways of the 
Creator and exhorting the Hebrews to patience. 

About miracles he preached: 

"Do not believe in miracles wrought by the 
hand of man, for He Who dominates over 
nature is alone capable of doing that which is 
supernatural, whilst man is powerless to stay 
the anger of the winds or to spread the rain. 

"Nevertheless, there is one miracle which it is 
possible for man to accomplish. It is when, full 
of sincere belief, he decides to root out from 
his heart all evil thoughts. and when. to attain 
his end. he forsakes the paths of iniquity." 

About faith in oracles he stated: 

"Put not your faith in oracles; God alone 
knows the future. He who has recourse to 
diviners, profanes the temple which is in the 
heart and gives a proof of distrust towards his 
Creator. Faith in diviners and in their oracles 
destroys the innate simplicity of man and his 
childlike purity. An infernal power takes 
possession of him, forcing him to commit all 
sons of crimes and to worship idols. 

"Whereas the Lord our God, Who has no 
equal, is One, Almighty, Omniscient and 
Omnipresent. It is He Who possesses all 
Wisdom and all Light. It is to Him you must 
address yourselves to be consoled in your 
sorrows, helped in your works. and cured in 
your sickness. Whosoever shall have recourse 
to Him, shall not be denied." 
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Saint Issa taught the people of Israel thus for 3 years; 
in every town. in every village, by the wayside and on 
the plains. And all that he had predicted came to pass. 

During all this time. the spies of the governor, 
watched him closely, but could not verify the charges 
leveled against him. On various occasions they even 
tried to entice him into saying something incrimi
nating; but he was able to ward off their attempts 
every time. 

Arrested and tried. 

Pilate, becoming alarmed at the immense popularity 
of Saint Issa. ordered one of his spies to accuse him 
of seeking to stir up the people to proclaim him the 
king. Jesus was thus arrested and imprisoned in an 
underground cell. where he was tortured in various 
ways in the hope of forcing out a confession. 

Learning of the sufferings which their saint was 
enduring. the high priests and the wise elders appea
led to the governor to set him free in honor of an 
approaching festival, but he outrightly refused. He 
however agreed to their request to allow Issa to 
appear before the tribunal of the ancients, so that he 
might be either condemned or acquitted. 

He assembled together the chief captains. priests, 
wise elders and lawyers, so that they might judge 
Issa. Jesus was brought out of the prison and seated 
between two thieves, to be tried at the same time to 
show the people that he was not the only one being 
condemned. 

Addressing Jesus, Pilate said: 

"O man! Is it true that thou incitest the people 
against the authorities with the intent of thyself 
becoming king of Israel?" 

Jesus replied: 

"One becomes not king at one's own will. And 
they have lied who have told thee that I stir up 
the people to rebellion. I have never spoken of 
other than the King of Heaven; and it is He I 
teach the people to worship. For the sons of 
Israel have lost their original purity; and if 
they have not recourse to the True God, they 
will be sacrificed and their temple shall fall to 
ruin." 

The debate between the two thus went on for a certain 
length of time and when Pontious saw that it was not 
possible to get a verdict from the priests and elders 
against Jesus in this manner, he sent for the witness 
who at his instigation had betrayed Issa. Jesus, after 
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hearing the false accusation, said to the witness: 

"Thou shall be pardoned, for what thou sayest 
does not come from thee." 

Addressing the governor he stated: 

"Why humiliate thy dignity, and why teach thy 
inferiors to live in falsehood? As without doing 
so, thou hast power to condemn the innocent." 

At these words, the governor became exceedingly 
wroth, and passing the sentence of death upon Issa, 
acquitted the two thieves. 

The judges, having consulted together, said to 
Pilate: 

"We will not take upon our heads the great sin 
of condemning an innocent man and acquitting 
thieves. That would be against the law. Do as 
thou wilt." 

After this the priests and the wise elders washed their 
hands in a sacred vessel, saying: 

"We are innocent of the death of this just man." 

Crucifixion. 

(Now we come to the last, i .e. the 14th chapter of the 
scrolls, most of which I will quote verbatim): 

"By the order of the governor, the soldiers then 
seized Issa and the two thieves, whom they led to the 
place of execution, where they nailed them to crosses 
erected on the ground. 

"All the day the bodies of Issa and the two thieves 
remained suspended, terrible to behold, under the 
guard of soldiers, the people standing all round, the 
relations of the sufferers praying and weeping. 

"At sunset the sufferings of Issa came to an end. 
He lost consciousness, and the soul of this just man 
left his body to become absorbed in divinity. 

"Meanwhile, Pilate became afraid of his action 
and gave the body of the saint to his parents, who 
buried it near the spot of his execution. The crowd 
came to pray over his tomb, and the air was filled 
with groans and lamentations. 

•Three days after, the governor sent his soldiers to
carry away the body of Issa to bury it elsewhere, 
fearing otherwise a popular insurrection. 

"The next day the crowd found the tomb open and 
empty. At once the rumor spread that the Supreme 
Judge had sent His angels to carry away the mortal 
remains of the saint. 
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"When this rumor reached the knowledge of 
Pilate, he became angered, and forbade anyone, under 
the pain of slavery and death, to pronounce the name 
of Issa or to pray to the Lord for him. 

"But the people continued to weep and to glorify 
aloud their master, wherefore many were led into 
captivity, subjected to torture and put to death." 

(End of the account of the manuscripts discovered by 
Mr. Nicolas Notovitch.) 

Differences with Gospel accounts. 

The differences between various events and sayings 
in this account and those contained in the Gospels are 
quite obvious. I will summarize the salient ones: 

• Total absence of an account of the life of Jesus
between ages 13 to 29 years in the New Testa
ment.

• Jesus describing purification of the self as the
greatest miracle, instead of performing mesmeric
acts to demonstrate these.

• Jesus opposing intercession through the medium
of diviners and oracles; and favoring direct pra
yers to God. Thereby dealing a death blow to the
doctrine of Atonement.

• Jesus being a unitarian and never once claiming to
be the son of God.

• Persecution of Jesus by Pilate and sympathetic
attitude of the high priests towards him, instead of
vice versa.

• Total exclusion of key events like the Last Supper
and Betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot for thirty
pieces of silver.

• Jesus defending himself till the end before
Pontious Pilate by engaging in a debate, instead of
standing silently with his head bowed down,
throughout the trial.

• Efforts of high priests to secure the release of
Jesus from the governor and their washing of
hands to absolve themselves of the guilt of
punishing an innocent man, instead of it being the
other way round.

• Pilate personally ordering the crucifixion of Jesus,
instead of handing him over to the crowd to do
what they may with him.

Description of events after the crucifixion, in the 
Tibetan scrolls, is quite sketchy. It is generally specu
lated that these were recorded by merchants who 



THE LIGHT 

traveled to India after witnessing the events in 
Palestine. But these traders could not have had access 
to the earlier events and teachings of Jesus which 
form the greater part of the manuscripts. 

I feel that these may have been written by a 
disciple of Jesus from India, who may have traveled 
with him and also accompanied him to Palestine. He 
might have taken Christ's swooning on the cross as 
his death, and thereafter scared of the man-hunt for 
followers of Jesus, in the wake of his disappearance, 
this disciple being from the East and thus being quite 
conspicuous, may have repaired to India in haste, 
where subsequently he must have preserved his acc
ount of Issa on the scrolls. 

Yet another possibility could be the manuscripts 
being planted at Himmis by someone sympathetic to 
the Jews, who have been exonerated quite con
veniently of their part in the crucifixion. 

Extent of confirmation of Ahmadiyya views. 

However, the important aspect of the post-crucifixion 
period, according to our belief, is that Jesus survived 
the ordeal on the cross and traveled incognito to 
Afghanistan and Kashmir, seeking the Lost Sheep or 
the ten tribes of Israel which had migrated there 
consequent to the Babylonian conquest of Palestine in 
588 B.C. These were the people whom Jesus had met 
and lived with for some years during his earlier 
travels to the East. Therefore it was quite natural for 
him, after escaping death on the cross, to hasten to a 
familiar people and familiar environments, where in 
the past he had been received with open arms, as Yuz 
Assaf, the prophet of God. 

The fact that Jesus lived in Kashmir, after his 
flight from Palestine, was first proclaimed by Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Mujaddid of the 14th 
century Hijra. Hazrat Mirza Sahib, whose advent was 
likened to the second coming of Jesus in accordance 
with a tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, also 
indicated the exact location where Jesus lay buried in 
Srinagar. The same has been verified conclusively by 
Khawaja Nazir Ahmad in his extensively researched 
book Jesus in Heaven on Earth. 

This historic disclosure of Hazrat Mirza Sahib has 
rocked the very foundations of Christianity and has 
solved the mystery which erstwhile shrouded the so
called divinity and supernatural powers attributed to 
Jesus. Further, it has established the Finality of 
Prophethood in the true sense of the word. 

I reckon this to be one of the greatest services of 
Ahmadiyat to Islam. ■ 
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Letter from a Qadiani 

Relevant part of letter and our reply 

compiled by the Editor 

In our May-June 1996 issue (pages 14-15), I 
responded to a letter that I had received from a 
Qadiani missionary, Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad of 
McLean, Virginia, U.S.A. I had also communicated 
to him that we would publish his comments on our 
reply. Subsequently I have received another letter 
from him, which he has asked me to print in 
accordance with my promise. 

I translate below, from Urdu into English, the first 
three pages from his seven-page letter, since these 
three pages contain all that he has to say regarding 
the points in my article. On the next two pages of his 
letter, he quotes some references where Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad has used the words 'prophet' (nabi) 
and 'messenger' (rasu[) about himself. I will deal 
with that entire issue in my reply but I must point out 
that quoting these references does not constitute a 
response to the specific points I had made in my 
May-June article. Anything in his letter relevant to 
responding to my article, I would reproduce exactly 
in his own words. 

The last two pages of his letter merely repeat what 
he has already said in the first three pages, and I need 
not reproduce these either. 

Readers please note that when he uses the term 
Jamii'at Ahmadiyya in this letter, it means the 
Qadianis. 

Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad's letter 
to The Editor of The Light: 

, 11th July 1996. 

I received your letter of 25th June. I had put to you 
that if you do not consider the translation of Ayk 
Ghalati Ka lzala done by the Jamii'at Ahmadiyya to 
be correct then you should publish the right trans
lation in your magazine, and add a note saying that 
your Jamii'at holds the same belief about Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as is set out in this booklet. 

But you have written in reply that the Lahore 
Jamii'at has published the translation of this booklet. 
That might be so. My request was that you should 
publish its translation in its entirety in your maga-
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zine. Instead, you have quoted a few lines from the 
beginning of Ayk Ghalati Ka /zala and asked us to 
publish that we .. hold the same belief as set out in the 
first line of this booklet that .. . " 

Dear sir ! we are prepared to state this, not only 
once but a thousand times, not only as regards just 
this line, but also the words which follow on from it, 
beginning: 

"Thus it happened a few days ago that a 
person faced from an opponent the objection 
that 'the man whose pledge you have taken 
claims to be a prophet (nabi) and a messenger 
(rasiil)'. This was answered by only a denial, 
while such an answer is not correct. The truth 
is that the holy revelation of God Almighty 
which descends upon me contains words such 
as rasul, mursal and nab[, not once but 
hundreds of times. So how can the reply be 
correct that such words are not present? In 
fact, at this time these words occur more 
clearly and explicitly than in the earlier days." 

Dear sir ! read also the words which follow these 
words in which it is clearly stated that: 

"one revelation from God is as follows: 'He it 
is Who sent His messenger (rasal) with 
guidance and the true religion in order to make 
it prevail over all other religions' (see p. 498, 
Bariihin Ahmadiyya). Here, this humble one 
has been clearly addressed as rasul." 

It is surprising that you make the demand regarding 
one line that we declare that we believe in it, while 
you yourself have carelessly ignored the text follo
wing it and adopted the technique of mis
representation. Dear sir ! we believe in the line which 
you have mentioned, and also the text following that 
line, and indeed the text of the entire booklet. 

My demand is that you publish the booklet Ayk 
Ghalati Ka Izala, word for word, in your magazine 
and put a note upon it saying that the Jama'at Lahore 
believes in all the claims of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad as set out by him in this booklet. You can 
also write on our behalf that the Jamii'at Ahmadiyya 
believes in every line, every word of every line, and 
the entire booklet. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad' s statement in this 
booklet that 'the truth (haqq) is that .. .' clearly 
shows that to say about him that his claim is not of 
prophethood is entirely against the truth . , 
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Response by The Editor of The Light 

I regret to say that Sheikh sahib has omitted to make 
any mention of some important parts of my reply as 
published in this magazine in the May-June issue. 
One point I made was: Why is he singling out one 
particular booklet to have the notice put in it that 'we 
hold the same beliefs as those the Promised Messiah 
has set out in it'? After claiming to be the Promised 
Messiah in 1 891 , Hazrat Mirza wrote several compre
hensive books, far more detailed than Ayk Ghalati Ka 
/zala, elucidating his claim in full. In my reply I 
named, merely by way of example, nine such books 
in which he has dealt with his claims. Why should 
not any of those books be selected to have such a 
notice placed in it? And indeed I made the 
observation that these are books: 

.. about which the Qadianis would never say 
that they hold the same beliefs as are in those 
books." 

But there is no response from Sheikh Mubarak 
Ahmad on this point . What is wrong with the other 
books of Hazrat Mirza, especially those which he 
wrote in the ten-year period 1891-1901, prior to Ayk 
Ghalati Ka lzala, that we cannot select one of them 
as expressing the beliefs which he held? 

Sheikh sahib will have seen that, for some time, 
we have been serializing in The Light an English 
translation of the Promised Messiah' s own account of 
his life as given in his book Kitiib al-Bariyya which 
we concluded in our last issue. It contains a most 
detailed explanation of his claim. Does Sheikh sahib 
think that people cannot understand his claim from 
that writing? 

I had also written: 

.. Our position can be expressed in the words: 
'we hold the same beliefs as are set out in the 
whole collection of the writings of the 
Promised Messiah, taken together as one 
body'. Now, are the Qadianis prepared to 
make this announcement?" 

But Sheikh sahib has not responded to this at all. Can 
he point out any defect in our stand-point, namely, 
that we believe in all that he wrote about his claims, 
from the time when he made the claim to the end of 
his life? Referring to the first line of Ayk Ghalati Ka 
lzala, Sheikh sahib writes: 

" It is surprising that you make the demand 
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regarding one line that we declare that we 
believe in it . . .  we believe in the line which 
you have mentioned, and also the text follo
wing that line, and indeed the text of the entire 
booklet ... 

Now we say to the Sheikh sahib: It is surprising that 
you make the demand regarding one small booklet 
that we declare that we believe in it, but we believe 
in the booklet which you have mentioned and also all 
his other writings. 

First line of Ayk Ghalati Ka Izala. 

What I had actually asked in the May-June article 
was not that Qadianis make the declaration: .. We 
believe in the first line of Ayk Ghalati Ka /zala "

. 
but 

that they declare their belief in the statement which 
is contained in that line. 

I had quoted that line from the Qadianis • own 
translation of Ayk Ghalati Ka lzala as follows: 

.. Some members of my community who 
possess only a sketchy and superficial know
ledge of my claims and the arguments in 
support of them and have had no time to study 
my writings closely nor have kept my com
pany for a reasonable length of time to perfect 
their knowledge, sometimes meet an oppo
nent's objection with a reply which is not 
based on facts ... 

and I then asked if the Qadianis would place a notice 
in this booklet instructing the readers that: 

.. The writings of the Promised Messiah prior 
to the publication of this booklet, and his 
teachings expounded by him 'for a reasonable 
length of time• preceding its publication

. 
should be studied by Ahmadis in order to 
'perfect their knowledge• of his claims and the 
arguments in support of those claims ... 

This is not the ridiculous and silly demand which 
Sheikh sahib has tried to make it appear to be, as if 
I had asked Qadianis to say: .. We believe in the first 
line of this booklet ... Affirmation of the first line of 
Ayk Ghalati Ka lzala is affirmation of the writings of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad over the ten-year 
period 1 891-190 l in which he has explained in full 
detail his claim of being the Promised Messiah. 

Out of context. 

Any short writing singled out in the way that Sheikh 
sahib wants us to do with this booklet, particularly 
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when there is  no reason or foundation whatsoever for 
treating that writing as somehow unique and special

. 
is prone to be misrepresented and taken out of the 
context of other writings. For example, take the quo
tation given by Sheikh sahib above: 

.. one revelation from God is as follows: "He it 
is Who sent His messenger (rasiil) with gui
dance and the true religion in order to make it 
prevail over all other religions• (see p. 498, 
Bariihin Ahmadiyya). Here, this humble one 
has been clearly addressed as rasiil." 

Reading this quotation, an opponent of the Ahmad
iyya Movement will allege that Hazrat Mirza has, 
God forbid, claimed to have brought another religion ! 
For he is not only addressed in this revelation as 
rasiil, but the rasiil who has been sent with .. guidance 
and the religion of truth". When the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad received exactly these words in his reve
lation, it meant that the true religion was being 
revealed to him which would overcome all existing 
religions. So an opponent of the Ahmadiyya Move
ment will allege that Hazrat Mirza is making the 
same claim about himself, that now he is the rasi7l to 
whom the true religion has been revealed which will 
overcome all existing religions, including the religion 
known as Islam! (May Allah forgive us for having to 
utter such profane words!) 

What reply would Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad give to 
such an opponent, except to quote other statements 
from Hazrat Mirza which make it clear that he cannot 
possibly be making such a preposterous claim? I hope 
that Sheikh sahib can now understand how very 
serious misconceptions can arise if we insist on 
focusing upon a small amount of writing. 

Confirmation of previous writings. 

In this first line of Ayk Ghalati Ka /zala, Hazrat 
Mirza has made it absolutely clear that his previous 
books and statements should be carefully studied in 
order to acquire . .  complete knowledge" of his claims. 
Those of his followers, he writes, who have not made 
such a study are the ones who give wrong answers to 
the objections of the opponents. Following on from 
this first line, is then the text that Sheikh sahib has 
cited, which is as follows: 

..Thus it happened a few days ago that a 
person faced from an opponent the objection 
that 'the man whose pledge you have taken 
claims to be a prophet (nabi) and a messenger 
(rasiil)' .  This was answered by only a denial, 
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while such an answer is not correct. The truth 
is that the holy revelation of God Almighty 
which descends upon me contains words such 
as rasiil, mursal and nabi, not once but 
hundreds of times. So how can the reply be 
correct that such words are not present? In 
fact, at this time these words occur more 
clearly and explicitly than in the earlier days." 

The reply which was not correct was that "such 
words are not present". Such words are indeed 
present but, as Hazrat Mirza had been explaining for 
the previous ten years, they do not amount to a claim 
of prophethood. If that follower had carefully read 
Hazrat Mirza's previous books and writings then 
what he would have found are statements such as 
those which we now quote below. 

Statement No. 1 

, Do not level false allegations against me that I 
have claimed to be a prophet in the real sense . . . .  It 
is true that, in the revelation which God has sent 
upon this servant, the words nabi, rasiil and mursal 
occur about myself quite frequently. However, they 
do not bear their real sense. . . . We believe and 
acknowledge that, according to the real meaning of 
nubuwwat [prophethood], after the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad no new or former prophet can come. The 
Holy Quran forbids the appearance of any such 
prophets. But in a metaphorical sense God can call 
any recipient of revelation as nab, or mursal. Have 
you not read those Sayings of the Holy Prophet in 
which occur the words: rasiilu rasiil-illiih [ 'messenger 
of the Messenger of God']? The Arabs to this day 
call even the message-bearer of a man as a rasiil, so 
why is it forbidden for God to use the word mursal 
[messenger] in a metaphorical sense too? . . .  

, I say it repeatedly that these words rasiil and 
mursal and nab[ undoubtedly occur about me in my 
revelation from God, but they do not bear their real 
meanings. And just as these do not, similarly the 
Promised Messiah being called nabf in Hadith is not 
meant in a real sense. This is the knowledge which 
God has given me. Let him understand, who will. 
This very thing has been disclosed to me that the 
doors of real prophethood are fully closed after the 
Khiitam an-nabiyyin, the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 
According to the real meaning, no new prophet nor 
an ancient prophet can now come. , 

(Siriij Munfr, pages 2-3). 
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Statement No. 2 

, Can a wretched imposter who claims messen
gership and prophethood for himself have any belief 
in the Holy Quran? And can a man who believes in 
the Holy Quran, and believes the verse "He is the 
Messenger of Allah and the Khiitam an-nabiyyin " to 
be the word of God, say that he too is a messenger 
and prophet after the Holy Prophet Muhammad? 

, Anyone who is fair-minded should remember that 
I have never, at any time, made a claim of nubuwwat 
or risiilat [prophethood or messengership] in the real 
sense. To use a word in a non-real sense, and to 
employ it in speech according to its broad, root 
meaning, does not imply heresy (kufr). However, I do 
not like even this much, for there is the possibility 
that ordinary Muslims may misunderstand it. 

, However, by virtue of being appointed by God, I 
cannot conceal those revelations I have received from 
Him in which the words nubuwwat and risiilat occur 
quite frequently. But I say repeatedly that, in these 
revelations, the word mursal or rasiil or nabf which 
has occurred about me is not used in its real sense. 
Such words have not occurred only now, but have 
been present in my published revelations for sixteen 
years. So you will find many such revelations about 
me in the Bariihfn Ahmadiyya. The actual fact, to 
which I testify with the highest testimony, is that our 
Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, is the Khiitam al-anbiyii and after him no 
prophet is to come, neither an old one nor a new one. 

, But it must be remembered that, as we have 
explained here, sometimes the revelation from God 
contains such words about some of His saints in a 
metaphorical and figurative sense; they are not meant 
by way of reality. This is the whole controversy 
which the foolish, prejudiced people have dragged in 
a different direction. The name 'prophet of God' for 
the Promised Messiah, which is to be found in Sahih 
Muslim etc. from the blessed tongue of the Holy 
Prophet, is meant in the same metaphorical sense as 
that in which it occurs in Sufi literature as an 
accepted and common tenn for the recipient of 
Divine communication. Otherwise, how can there be 
a prophet after the Khiitam al-anbiyii? , 

(Anjiim Atham, footnote, pages 27-28) 
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Statement No. 3 

, The situation is that, although for twenty years I 
have been constantly receiving Divine revelation, 
often the word rasiil or nabf has occurred in it. For 
example, there is the revelation: 'He it is Who sent 
His messenger with guidance and the religion of 
truth', and the revelation: 'the champion of God in 
the mantle of the prophets',  and the revelation: • A 
prophet came into the world but the world accepted 
him not'.  

Footnote: Another version of this revelation is: 'A 
wamer came into the world', and this is the 
version written down in Bariihin Ahmadiyya. The 
other version was not written down in order to 
avoid causing trouble. 

, There are many such revelations in which the 
word nabf or rasiil has occurred regarding myself. 
However, that person is mistaken who thinks that by 
this prophethood and messengership is meant real 
prophethood and messengership, by which the man 
concerned is called a master of the sharf'ah. In fact, 
by the word rasiil is only meant 'one sent by God,' 
and by the word nabf is only meant 'one who makes 
prophecies' ,  having received intimation from God, or 
one who discloses hidden matters. 

, As these words, which are only in a metaphorical 
sense, cause trouble in Islam, leading to very bad 
consequences, these terms should not be used in our 
community's ordinary talk and everyday language. It 
should be believed from the bottom of the heart that 
prophethood has terminated with the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, as God Almighty says: 'He is the 
Messenger of God and the Khiitam an-nabiyyin'. To 
deny this verse, or to belittle it, is in fact to separate 
oneself from Islam. The person who exceeds the limit 
in rejection is in the same dangerous condition as the 
one who, like the Shiahs, exceeds the limit in 
acceptance. It should be known that God has ended 
all His prophethoods and messengerships with the 
Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet. I have come into 
the world, and have been sent into it, merely as a 
servant of the religion of Islam, and not to discard 
Islam and create some other religion. One must 
always protect oneself from being waylaid by the 
devil, and have true love for Islam, and must never 
forget the greatness of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 

, I am a servant of Islam, and this is the real reason 
for my coming. The words nabf and rasiil are 
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figurative and metaphorical. Risa/at in the Arabic 
language is applied to being sent, and nubuwwat is to 
expound hidden truths and matters upon receiving 
knowledge from God. So, bearing in mind a signi
ficance of this extent, it is not blame-worthy to 
believe in the heart in accordance with this meaning. 

, However, in the terminology of Islam, nabf and 
rasiil mean those who bring an entirely new Law 
(sharf'ah), or those who abrogate some aspects of the 
previous law, or those who are not called followers of 
a previous prophet, having a direct connection with 
God without benefit from a prophet. Therefore, one 
should be vigilant to see that the same meaning is not 
taken here, because we have no Book but the Holy 
Quran, and no religion but Islam. We believe that our 
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him, is the Khiitam of the Prophets, and the Holy 
Quran is the Khatam of the Books. Religion should 
not be made into a children's game, and it should be 
remembered that I make no claim contrary to that of 
being a servant of Islam. The person who ascribes to 
me the contrary is making a fabrication against me. 
We receive grace and blessings through our Holy 
Prophet, and receive the benefit of knowledge from 
the Quran. 

, It is, therefore, pertinent that no person should 
entertain anything in his heart contrary to this 
instruction; or else he shall be answerable for it 
before God. If we are not servants of Islam, then all 
our work is in vain and rejected, and shall be called 
to account. , 

(Letter dated 17 August 1899, published in Al
Hakam, vol. iii, no. 29, August 1899) 

Clear, conclusive statements. 

The three lengthy statements reproduced above, the 
last one being a complete letter, explain the matter 
very clearly. The Holy Prophet Muhammad is the 
Last of the Prophets, after whom no prophet can 
possibly come, whether a new one or a past one. 
Hazrat Mirza is not claiming to be a prophet; indeed, 
he declares it a false accusation against him. Some of 
his revelations from God do use the words nabf and 
rasii/ about him, but these are not meant in the real 
sense, not meant in the sense in which they are used 
in the religion of Islam. These terms have been used 
metaphorically and merely according to their meaning 
as words of the Arabic language. He explains that the 
word rasiil in Arabic means 'a messenger' and gives 
examples of its use for any kind of messenger who is 
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sent by one to another. Similarly, as regards the word 
nabf he writes that it is "meant in the same meta
phorical sense as that in which it occurs in Sufi 
literature as an accepted and common term for the 
recipient of Divine communication. Otherwise, how 
can there be a prophet after the Khiitam al-anbiyii?"

It may also be noticed that the Promised Messiah 
expresses many cautions and warnings against the 
indiscriminate and thoughtless use of these terms, lest 
they be misunderstood. 

I . In Statement No. 2 he writes that "/ do not like
even this much", that is, even just the meta
phorical use, "for there is the possibility that 
ordinary Muslims may misunderstand it." 

2. In Statement No. 3 he writes that when he had a
revelation in two forms, one using the word
'warner' and the other using the word 'prophet' ,
he did not publish the one which used the word
'prophet' in order to avoid causing trouble.

3. In Statement No. 3 he issues the following instruc
tion to his followers about using the words nabr
and rasiil for him:

"As these words, which are only in a meta
phorical sense, cause trouble in Islam, leading 
to very bad consequences, these terms should
not be used in our community's ordinary talk 
and everyday language." 

The Qadianis are in flagrant breach of this ins
truction. They most certainly use these words about 
Hazrat Mirza in their daily language and ordinary 
conversation. These words are ever on their lips, and 
even their most ordinary members, indeed even their 
children, are found to be repeating nabf, rasiil, nabf,
rasiil, without caring in the least for Hazrat Mirza's 
warnings about the trouble and the very bad conse
quences which will follow. 

The word haqq and haqiqat (truth or reality). 

In his letter, Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad points out that 
Hazrat Mirza has written in Ayk Ghalati Ka lzala that 
"the haqq (truth or reality)" is that his revelation 
from God contains the words nabr and rasiil about 
him. Sheikh sahib argues that the mention of the 
word haqq here "clearly shows that to say about him 
that his claim is not of prophethood is entirely 
against the truth." 

In the first place, we have shown above that the 
occurrence of the terms nabf and rasiil is quite a 
different thing from claiming to be a prophet. As to 
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Hazrat Mirza writing that "it is haqq", he has used 
the very same word in the above statements which we 
have quoted. For example, in Statement No. I he 
writes: 

J • "Do not level false allegations against me that 
I have claimed to be a prophet in the real 
(haqfqi) sense." - So in terms of truth and 
reality he has not claimed to be a prophet. 

2. " . . .  according to the real (haqfqi) meaning of
prophethood, after the Holy Prophet
Muhammad no new or former prophet can
come." - So according to truth and reality
prophethood came to an end with the Holy
Prophet Muhammad.

3. The words nabf and rasiil about Hazrat Mirza
"do not bear their real (haqfqi) meanings." So
in truth and reality he is not a nabr or rasiil.

There are also other similar occurrences in this state
ment. In Statement No. 2 he has actually compared 
what is real and true with what is ghair-haqfqf or 
non-real: 

"I have never, at any time, made a claim of 
prophethood or messengership in the real 
(haqfqi) sense. To use a word in a non-real 
(ghair-haqfqi) sense, and to employ it in 
speech according to its broad, root meaning, 
does not imply heresy (kufr)."

So the truth and reality is that he did not, at any 
time, claim to be prophet, and the use of words nabr
and rasiil about him is in a non-real sense. Again in 
this statement he writes: 

"The actual fact (asal haqfqat), to which I 
testify with the highest testimony, is that our 
Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him, is the Khiitam al-anbiyii and 
after him no prophet is to come, neither an old 
one nor a new one." 

Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad has himself said that when 
Hazrat Mirza applies the term haqq to any of his 
statements then that statement must be accepted 
unreservedly as true and factual. So the Qadianis 
should now accept, from the quotations given above, 
that it is the truth that no prophet, old or new, can 
come after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, and that the 
words nabr and rasiil about Hazrat Mirza are not
meant in their true sense. 
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References given by Sheikh sahib. 
The statements from Hazrat Mirza given above also 
serve as a reply to what Sheikh sahib has written in 
the next two pages of his letter. 

He has given some quotations in which the Pro
mised Messiah has applied the words nabf or rasal to 
himself. But we have shown from the three long 
Statements quoted above that these words, when used 
about him, "are not meant by way of reality", as he 
himself says, but are used only metaphorically or in 
their basic, linguistic sense. What Qadianis seek to do 
by presenting these quotations is to give_ their own
sense to these words, and ignore and conceal the 

sense in which the Promised Messiah has used them. 

Points for the attention of Sh. Mubarak Ahmad. 
In conclusion, I inform Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad that 
if he wishes to continue this discussion through the 
columns of The Light, then he should first give his 
response to the points I had raised in the May-June 
article, which he has failed to mention at all in his 
letter. These points are as follows: 

I .  Why is he singling out the booklet Ayk Ghalati
Ka /zala, for us to declare that we believe in it, 
when there are numerous other books of the 
Promised Messiah fully explaining his claims? 

2. If we, for our part, select one of the books of the
Promised Messiah (and I named several such
books, for example, /ziila Auhiim or Kitiib al
Bariyya), and demand that the Qadianis place a
similar notice in any one of those books, that they
believe in Hazrat Mirza's claims as described in
that book, would they place such a notice?

3. We declare that we believe in the Promised
Messiah's claims as expressed in all his books
since he claimed to be the Promised Messiah in
1 89 1 .  Are the Qadianis prepared to make the same
declaration?

Then Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad should consider the 
consequences of his view which he has expressed in 
his present letter regarding the first line of Ayk

Ghalati Ka /zala. He writes: 

" . . .  we believe in the line which you have 
mentioned, and also the text following that 
line, and indeed the text of the entire booklet." 

If he does indeed believe in that first line, then the 
Qadianis have no choice but to accept and believe 
that: 
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1 .  If the follower, who gave the wrong answer in 
reply to an opponent, had read Hazrat Mirza's 
previous writings carefully then he would have 
given the right answer. 

2. If the follower, in response to the opponent's
objection that "your religious leader claims to be
a prophet", had answered by quoting the State
ments Nos. 1 ,  2 and 3 which we have reproduced
above, then the follower would have been giving
the right answer.

Is Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad willing to accept this and 
to declare that the Qadianis believe in Hazrat Mirza's 
claims as expressed in these three Statements? ■
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