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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards the 
truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the natural 
beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political power, nor 
allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which accords 
them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of belief 
and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words Lii 
iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rastil Alliih (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves. 

Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha 'at Islam Lahore 
has branches in the following countries: 

U.S.A. 
U.K. 
Holland. 
llldia. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
Germany. 
South Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 

Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-I 920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of the 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books are being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution to 
Islamic thought is summed up on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Ahmadiyya 

after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name A/rmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage the Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazrat Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha•at Islam 
founded at Lahore as continuation of 
the original Anjuman. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifty years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

1981-1996: Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
eminent doctor and religious scholar, led 
the Movement, at a time of intense 
persecution and opposition. 

1996: Prof. Dr. Asghar Hamid, a distin
guished mathematician and Islamic 
scholar, becomes Head of Movement. 
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Poem on the sad and sorry 

plight of Islam 

From the booklet 'Fath-i Islam' 

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

Every believer must shed tears of anguish, at the 
grave crisis Islam faces and the dearth of Muslims. 

The religion of God is passing through a dang
erous and terrifying phase. Unbelief and hard
heartedness have filled the world with turmoil. 

Even people who are devoid of any form of 
goodness take the liberty of criticizing the person of 
the 'Best of Prophets' (may peace and the blessings 
of Allah be on him). 

He who is himself trapped in the dungeon of 
impurity hurls objections at the Chief of the Pure. 

Evil-natured and wicked people attack that Sinless 
one. Heaven should rain stones on the earth. 

Islam is crumbling to dust before your very eyes, 
0 men of wealth! What excuse do you have before 
God (for not spending in His way)? 

The forces of unbelief are surging with power on 
all sides like the army of Yazid. And the true religion 
is sick and helpless like Zain-ul-Abideen. 

The wealthy are lying in the lap of luxury, enjoy
ing themselves in the company of beautiful women. 

The Ulama are fighting day and night for selfish 
ends, while the holy men are totally oblivious to the 
needs of the faith. 

People are following their own ends for their low 
desires. Religion has no helper, so every enemy has 
savagely attacked it. 

0 Muslims! are these the signs of you being 
Muslims, that the• religion is in such a state and you 
are clinging like a vulture to the world. 

Think you that the world is a very safe and strong 
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abode, or maybe you have forgotten the death of 
those who lived before you. 

0 heedless people! Death is approaching you -
worry about it. For how much longer will you be 
enjoying wine with your beautiful lovers? 

0 wise one! make not yourself to be a slave of the 
world. Else you will face much hardship at the time 
of death. 

Love not anyone but the One whose Beauty is 
everlasting, so that you can attain eternal happiness 
from your Lord, the Benefactor. 

The wise man is one who follows His path madly. 
The clever man is one who is intoxicated by the face 
of his Beautiful Beloved. 

The brew of His love is like an eternal water of 
life. Whosoever drinks it, shall then never ever die. 

0 brother! be not engrossed in the luxuries of this 
world. Every drop of this honey is saturated with 
sweet poison. 

Exert yourself with your soul and wealth, as far as 
you can, for the service of Islam. So that the Lord of 
the Throne bestows His pleasure upon you. 

Prove by your actions that you have the light of 
faith within you. If you give your heart to Joseph, 
then you must also journey to Canaan. 

Do you remember the days when this religion was 
the centre of attention? And it had freed the world 
from the path of the accursed Devil. 

The knowledge it spread bestowed the world with 
virtuous training. The esteem and honour in which it 
was held made its position as high as the sky. 

And now the time has come when every ignorant 
one stupidly opposes this wise religion. 

Millions of foolish ones have left their religion 
and millions of the ignorant have fallen prey to the 
cunning enemy. 

All this disgrace Muslims suffered, because their 
energy failed to equal their feeling for their religion. 
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Even if a whole world abandon the religion of the 
Mustafa, Muslims are not roused into the least action, 
even as little as the movement a foetus could make. 

Every moment they spend in concern about this 
despicable material world, and spend their wealth on 
their women and sons. 

They preside over every gathering where evil and 
wickedness are committed, and shine like a diamond 
in every group of sinners. 

Lovers of alcohol but ignorant of guidance. Hate
ful of religious luminaries, they keep company with 
drunkards. 

The true Beloved has turned away from them, 
Who used to love them when they had an earnest and 
faithful yearning for Him. 

The days of their prosperity and glory are over. 
Now the evil consequences of their actions have 
brought bad times. 

The progress in the beginning was achieved by 
following religion. In future too, it shall be by the 
same way. 

0 God! When will the time of Your help come? 
When shall we witness that blessed day and year 
again? 

Two worries for the religion of Ahmad have 
consumed me from within: the abundant numbers of 
its enemies and the paucity of its supporters. 

0 God! come soon and shower us with Your help. 
Else, my Lord, remove me from this burning place. 

0 God! cause the sun of guidance to dawn from 
its rising-place of mercy. Show bright signs to 
illuminate the eyes of the ignorant. 

As You have granted me to be sincere in grief and 
longing, I think not that You will let me die in 
failure. 

The mission of the truthful never remains incomp
lete. For them, there lies hidden in their sleeves the 
hand of God. ■ 
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Lessons in the Quran - 1 

Translation of Mr. N. A. Faruqui's 
book Mu 'arif-ul-Qur' an 

translated by Dr. Mohammad Ahmad, 
Columbus, Ohio 

Al-Fatihah 

Bis-mil-laa-hir Rah
maa-nir Ra-heem. 

Al-ham-du lil-laa-hi 
Rab-bil 'aa-la-meen. 

Ar-Rah-maa-nir Ra
heem 

Maa-li-ki yaw-mid
deen. 

Ee-yaa-ka na'-bu-du 
wa ee-yaa-ka nas-ta
'een. 

lh-di nas si-raa-tal 
mus-ta-qeem 

Si-raa-tal la-zee-na an
'am-ta 'a-lay-him. 

Ghay-ril magh-doo-bi 
'a-lay-him wa-lad
daal-leen. 

In the name of Allah, 
the Beneficent, the 
Mercif\11. 

All Praise is due to 
Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds, 

The Beneficent, the 
Merciful, 

Master of the Day of 
Requital. 

Thee do we serve and 
Thee do we beseech 
for help. 

Guide us on the right 
path, 

The path of those upon 
whom Thou hast 
bestowed favours, 

Not those upon whom 
wrath is brought 
down, nor those who 
go astray. 

This is my first lesson of the Holy Quran. I have 
started it with the same pure and sublime verses that 
mark the beginning of the Holy Quran. I have chosen 
these verses not only for the purpose of prayer and 
blessing, but it is my intent if Allah gives me the 
opportunity, to discuss those portions of the Holy 
Quran which are recited by Muslims in their daily 
lives and prayers. I also hope to comment on those 
verses that Allah has blessed me to understand. I 
have started this series of Quranic teaching sessions 
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at the request of one of my friends who lives in 
another country. He has his own radio station and 
wants to broadcast, every week, a tutorial which 
should be of about fifteen minutes duration, and in 
simple language. Altogether there will be fifty-two 
sessions so that this program, with the grace of Allah, 
can continue all year round. 

Attributes of Allah 

Let us begin: 

"In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful." 

(Bis-mil-laa-hir Rah-maa-nir Ra-heem). 

With the exception of one, this verse is at the 
beginning of each chapter of the Holy Quran. It is not 
numerically included in the total verses of each 
chapter, because it contains a complete text in itself. 
It has been placed at the commencement of each 
chapter just like an imperial proclamation displaying 
the seal of an emperor giving his name and title. It is 
essential for a book to have the name of its author on 
its title page. Similarly it should be the first under
taking of any revealed scripture to give us the 
identity of one who has revealed it. Holy Quran is the 
only scripture. in the beginning of which is declared 
that it has been revealed by Allah. It is thus 
proclaimed in the Holy Quran, "Bis-mil-laa-hir Rah
maa-nir Ra-heem", in the name of Allah the Bene
ficent, the Merciful. Indicating that this Book is from 
the Being whose name is Allah, and Who is A/
Rahman (the Beneficent) and Al-Raheem (the Merci
ful). Allah is the proper name meaning 'One Who is 
perfect in excellence and goodness'. By His 
excellence is meant His attributes which have reached 
their perfection in His Being. This is further on stated 
in the first chapter (Surah Fatihah) as: "All praise is 
for Allah, the Lord of the worlds (Rabb - One who 
brings everything to perfection). By the 'perfection of 
goodness' in the name of Allah is meant that it is not 
confined to His own person, but all His creation 
benefits from it every moment. If, for example, 
someone possesses knowledge or wealth but its bene
fit is limited to his own person, and it contributes to 
the well-being of no one else, then that attribute is 
flawed. The goodness of Allah manifested by His 
attributes of Rab-bil 'aa-la-meen (Lord of the 
worlds), Al-Rahman (the Beneficent), Al Raheem (the 
Merciful), Maa-li-ki yaw-mid-deen (Master of the 
Day of Requital), provides benefit for all creation at 
every moment in this world and the Hereafter. 
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There are numerous attributes of Allah; I will now 
elaborate on the reasons why the two attributes of A/
Rahman (the Beneficent) and Al-Raheem (the 
Merciful) are mentioned here. First let us understand 
the meaning of Al-Rahman and Al-Raheem. Both 
these words are derived from the root word rahmat, 
signifying tenderness requiring the exercise of 
beneficence. Al-Rahman and Al-Raheem are both 
active participle nouns of different measures denoting 
intensiveness of significance; al-Rahman being of the 
measure of fa 'Ian in Arabic and indicating the 
greatest preponderance of the quality of mercy. In 
other words, there is so much predominance of mercy 
in Allah that He has created the whole universe and 
its wonders. In fact, He has created the means of 
subsistence for all His creation, guided it towards the 
purpose of its existence, and the means of obtaining 
this objective. Raheem is the measure of fa'il in the 

Holy Quran is the only scripture, 
in the beginning of which is 

declared that it has been 
revealed by Allah. 

Arabic being expressive of the constant repetition and 
manifestation of the attribute, thus Allah's mercy is 
undergoing constant repetition. When proper use is 
made of the means which Allah has given us by His 
beneficence, His mercy flows in abundance and 
results in excellent reward of our effort again and 
again. 

The Human Soul 

I will explain further the meaning of Al-Rahman and 
Al-Raheem in the commentary of the first chapter Al
Fatihah. At this point I would like to point out the 
special reason why the attributes of Al-Rahman and 
Al-Raheem are mentioned at the very beginning of 
the Holy Quran. It is because Allah has blessed 
mankind with something He has blessed none of His 
other creation with, and that is the spirit (Ruh) which 
the Holy Quran mentions further on as: 

"So when I have made him complete and 
breathed into him My spirit." (15:29) 

This material world with all that is in it including the 
human body will one day cease to exist, what 
remains behind is the human spirit which Allah has 
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given to mankind. This spirit. while in the human 
body. shares all the circumstances. good and evil 
actions, experienced by the body, forming a 
personality of its own, and has been called the Nafs 
(soul) by the Holy Quran. This Nafs (soul) is taken at 
the time of death and goes into the world Hereafter 
to exist forever. It is the real essence of mankind. 
What, one may ask. is the Divine program for the 
nurturing, reformation, protection, and the realization 
of purpose, for which this precious entity has been 
granted? Mankind is unable to see his spirit although 
awareness of its existence is there. Where does this 
spirit go after it departs from the body at the time of 
death? What is the nature of that spiritual cosmos, 
and the circumstances encountering it? Our physical 
existence ends over here, but the spirit has to remain 
forever, what should one do to maintain its health 
and growth to realize the objective it has been given 
for? How has Allah's attribute of Beneficence 
fulfilled this urgent and most essential need? The 
Holy Quran states: 

"The Beneficent, taught the Quran" (55 : 1 -2) 

indicating that in order to give this most excellent 
knowledge the Beneficence of Allah has made full 
provision in the Holy Quran. When a person utilizing 
this knowledge acts upon it, then according to the 
Holy Quran, "And He is Merciful to the believers." 
(33:43). That is, for those who believe and act upon 
the Holy Quran, Allah is often returning to mercy and 
rewards mankind with those fine moral and spiritual 
blessings called the gifts of paradise. It thus becomes 
apparent how splendid and profoundly meaningful the 
verse "Bis-mil-laa-hir-Rah-maa nir-Raheem. " (In the 
name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful) is at the 
beginning of the Holy Quran. 

Knowledge of the Holy Quran 

One of the meanings of the letter ba in Bis-mil-laah 
is seeking the help of. The reader of the Holy Quran 
is thus taught to ask the help of Allah, Whose bene
ficence has granted us a blessing like the Holy Quran. 
We beg of His Mercy that He may give us all the 
blessings - spiritual, moral, temporal, and those 
pertaining to the Hereafter, and award us with His 
pleasure and content which can only be attained by 
following the Holy Quran. Included in this also is the 
prayer imploring the Beneficent, Who has given us 
the Holy Quran, to create all the conditions and cir
cumstances conducive to our satisfactory completion 
of its study. These would include a healthy body, a 
mind free of worries. and inclined towards the Holy 

■ JANUARY - FEB RUARY 1 997

Quran. Also required would be presence of mind and 

its inclination towards obedience, and absence of any 
circumstances that would disturb the peace and com
fort of the reader. 

Appealing to Allah's attribute of Mercy involves 
supplication before the One Who possesses infinite 
goodness, so that His mercy opens up one's mind 
towards Divine guidance and complete submission. It 
also safeguards human effort from being wasted and 
protects him from the temptations and whisperings of 
the devil. Besides commencing the recitation of the 
Holy Quran, the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has encouraged the 
Muslims to say Bis-mil-laah-hir-Rah-maa-nir-Ra
heem (in the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful) at the beginning of every task, in the 
following words: 

"Any task that is not started with the recitation 
of Bis-mil-laa-hir-Rah-maa-nir-Ra-heem is de
void of blessing." 

Thus when a person recites it in this manner he 
pleads with Allah, for His Beneficence to improvise 
for every task to be accomplished and completed, and 
to tum towards the suppliant with His Mercy. His 
quality of Mercy thus invoked, rewards human 
endeavor with results only He is capable of 
bestowing. 

It is noticeable that the Holy Prophet has used the 
word blessing in his statement above. The Arabic 
word for blessing is barkat, which means goodness 
that lasts forever. A person who recites Bis-mil-laah
hir-Rahman-nir-Raheem with any of his undertaking. 
by invoking the name of Allah, dedicates it to Allah. 
If he then meets with success or failure in its 

accomplishments, he is still rewarded by Allah for his 
effort. The rewards of this life are, of course, tempo
rary, for one whose work is for Allah, the real bonus 
will be in the Hereafter which is everlasting. 

By commanding the recitation of Bis-mil-laah-hir
Rahman-nir-Raheem a great reformation of mankind 
is also desired. A person who before beginning a 
task, thoughtfully and with understanding recites, '"In 
the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful", will 
abstain from any such action that is evil or dis
pleasing to Allah. This is Taqwa (abstaining from 
evil, keeping one's duty), which is mentioned 
repeatedly in the Holy Quran and Hadith. ■ 
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The Ideal Personality 

from the book 'The Ideal Prophet' 

by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din 

(Editor's Note: A few weeks ago the A.A.1.1.L., U.S.A., 
published a newly-typeset, reprint edition of the famous 
book 7he Ideal Prophet' by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. We 
reproduce below a chapter from this publication.) 

The greatness of a man does not consist in the work
ing of miracles or the doing of wonders; neither does 
it lie in the preaching of sermons or the formulating 
of theories. These are but passing phenomena. The 
greatness of a man lies in the possession of a mighty 
personality. '"Personality is one of the indescribable 
wonders of the world, and .. . personalities can and do 
the marvels of the world." It is of everlasting value 
for those who are immediately around it, and for 
those, also, who come after. It conciliates opposition 
and inspires respect and imitation, which result, in 
the long run, in implicit obedience. It inspires others 
with its own spirit and dyes them in its own colour. 
It changes ideas and revolutionizes the thoughts, the 
habits and the customs of its contemporaries. It 
creates a new basis for the beliefs and actions of 
generation after generation of the races of mankind. 
In a word, it creates a new heaven and a new earth. 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad was such a person
ality, and, as such, was unique. There have been 
other personalities in the world. We may clothe them 
with attributes they never possessed; we may attribute 
to them virtues and ethics that they never owned or 
taught. "We may crucify Saviours or transfer them 
from the human to the divine on Mounts of 
Transfiguration." But all this is an afterthought that 
seeks to deify or magnify a unit of humanity. On the 
other hand, the light of personality shines like the 
sun; instantly opposition shrivels into nothing before 
its fiery ardour and unconquerable soul. Our judg
ment as to a person believed to possess personality 
must, therefore, be based on the opinion and actions 
of his own contemporaries. "If the test of a great 
man's inspiration is the reverence which his words 
inspire in those who acknowledge their divine 
origin," as is remarked in the editorial columns of the 
Daily Express of November 10th [ 1925], "then 
Muhammad must be numbered among the greatest." 
But if this test is right - and it is right -
Muhammad is a unique character, seeing that no 
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other reformer, prophet, nor even any God-Incarnate, 
could have and claim that love, devotion and obe
dience that came to Muhammad from his followers, 
who were not of low station or of inferior mental 
calibre, but men of position, rank, wealth and culture; 
and from his own kith and kin, those who knew the 
ins and outs of his life. "For twelve years the early 
Muslims suffered frightful persecution at the hands of 
idolaters, and yet their number steadily increased. 
The community was scattered, many were driven into 
exile, yet it went on growing. Though its numbers 
were subjected to most cruel tortures, there were few 
apostates, and many converts to the faith of Allah. 
Did the personality of Muhammad - the most 
charming that the world has ever known - count for 
nothing in that steadfast and enduring growth?" 1 

In Muhammad we have the ideal personality, who 
in his own lifetime moulds the character of his 
fellow-men, reforms them, changes their thoughts, 
puts new ideals before them, elevates them to a 
higher plane, and, in spite of themselves, drives them 
onward and upwards on the path of progress, to the 
fullness of a better and holier life. 

Muhammad was surrounded by infidelity, 
drunkenness, immorality, oppression, irreligion and 
infanticide; true religion had vanished, and an 
admixture of idolatry, fetishism, nature, element and 
man-worship was prevailing everywhere, even among 
Christians and Jews. Above all, he had to face people 
who were immensely conservative; who would not 
stoop to any interference with their own ways; who 
were tenaciously attached to their old customs and 
habits, and would not tolerate any admonition from 
another. It was a hopeless task to reform them. But 
Muhammad came with a mission to do so, a mission 
that surpasses the mission of other prophets in its 
arduous nature. But did Muhammad hesitate or shirk 

l .  Mannaduke Pickthall,  from whom I have just quoted. says
further: "Listen to the answer which a follower of his, when 

put to the extreme of torture, gave his persecutors. They 
asked him: Don't you wish now that Muhammad was in 
your place? Amid his pain the sufferer cried out, 'I would 
not wish to be with my family, my wealth and my children, 
on the condition that Muhammad was only to be pricked by 
a thorn.' That is the accent of a personal Jove, not merely 
of the reverence that men feel for prophets, or the loyalty 
they pay to kings. One who had been his body servant said: 
'I served our Lord Muhammad for ten years, and in that 
time he never said so much as ,if to me.' The same note of 
personal affection is evident in all the hundreds of reports 
concerning him which those whose privilege it was to know 

him in this life have left behind.'' 
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it? 2 Did he begin his work with words and deeds of 
compromise. as others did? Did he adopt half
measures. or try the gradual infusion of new 
thoughts? Were his actions ever influenced by 
expediency? No. He goes directly to the root of the 
evil. Sensitive, retiring and reticent as he was he 
neither temporized nor kept silent. He felt the force 
of his convictions and had the courage to act up to 
them. He was never influenced by expediency, 
neither did he ever care for diplomacy. He was 
always direct, whether in reply. advice, or reproof. To 
the non-Muslim world, he would say, in the words of 
the Quran: 

"Whoever desires a religion other than Islam 
- submission to God - it shall not be
accepted from him, and in the hereafter he
shall be one of the losers." (3: 85)

To the Christian he would say: 

"Jesus, son of Mary, is only an apostle of God 
. . .  believe therefore in Allah and His Apostles 
and say not, Three. Desist, it is better for you." 
(4: 171) 

"And they say: The Beneficent God has taken 
to Himself a son. Certainly you have made an 
abominable assertion. The heavens may almost 
be rent thereat, and the earth cleave asunder, 
and the mountains fall down in that they 
ascribe a son to the Beneficent." ( 19 : 88-91) 

"Say: God is One. He is independent. He is 
neither begotten nor begets." (112 :  1-3.) 

"The Christians say: The Messiah is the son of 
Allah. These are the words of their mouths. 
They imitate the saying of those who were 
pagans before.3 Allah destroy them! How they 
are turned away." (9: 30) 

To the Romish Church he would say: 

"They have taken their Doctors of Law and 
their monks for Lords besides Allah." (9: 3 1) 

The Jews believed that they were the sons of God, 
and the Christians also thought themselves to be so; 
but Muhammad would admonish them and say: 

"The Jews and the Christians say: We are the 
sons of Allah and His beloved ones. Say: Why 
then does He chastise you?" (5: 18) 

2. Professor J. Parkinson.

3. See The So11rces of Chris1iani1y. 
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In addressing the Jews he said: 

"Most of you are transgressors. .. Allah has 
cursed and brought His wrath upon (them) of 
whom He made apes and swine." (5:59, 60) 

To the hypocrites he would say: 

"There is a disease in their hearts, so Allah 
added to their disease and they shall have a 
painful chastisement, because they lied." 
(2 : 10) 

To those who would not listen to admonition nor 
care for warning he would declare: 

"Allah has put a seal upon their hearts and 
upon their hearing, and there is a covering 
over their eyes and there is a great chastise
ment for them." (2 : 7) 

"Deaf, dumb, blind, so they will not tum 
back." (2 : 18) 

Those were the days when salvation through 
vicarious atonements, sacrificial rites, intermediaries 
and intercessions was a popular belief; and no one 
was prepared to bear or give countenance to any 
attempt that would expose the hollowness of that 
belief. And yet Muhammad falsified all these doc
trines when he said: 

"What! shall I seek a Lord better than Allah? 
And He is the Lord of all things; and no soul 
earns (evil) but against itself, and no bearer of 
a burden shall bear the burden of another." 

"There does not reach Allah their flesh (of ani
mals sacrificed) nor their blood, but to Him is 
acceptable righteousness on your part." 

"So the intercessions of intercessors shall not 
avail others." (6 : 165; 22 : 37; and 74 :48) 

Arabia was a seat of different religions, each 
decrying the other; while no religion, though it 
suffered in purity, was without some partial truth. 
The same state of things we find today. But 
Muhammad denounced sectarianism and decried the 
hostile attitude of the various religions towards each 
other. in the following words of the Quran: 

"And the Jews say, The Christians do not 
follow anything (good), and the Christians say, 
The Jews do not follow anything (good), while 
they recite the (same) Book. Even thus say 
those who have no knowledge, like what they 
say; so Allah shall judge between them on the 
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day of resurrection in what they differ." 
(2 : 1 1 3) 

"Say: We believe in Allah and (in) that which 
has been revealed to us. and (in) that which 
was revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and 
Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and (in) that 
which was given to Moses and Jesus. and (in) 
that which was given to the prophets from 
their Lord; we do not make any distinction 
between any of them. and to Him do we 
submit." (2 : 1 36) 

Those were the days when ritualism was the sum 
total of almost every religion. But Muhammad distin
guished between a formal and ceremonial piety. He 
made faith in God. and benevolence towards man, the 
essence of religion. 

"It is not righteousness that you tum your face 
towards the East and the West, but 
righteousness is this, that one should believe in 
Allah and the last day and the angels. and the 
book and the prophets. and give away wealth 
out of love for Him to the near of kin and the 
orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and 
the beggars and for (the emancipation of) the 
captives, and keep up prayer and pay the poor
rate; and the performance of their promise 
when they make a promise, and the patient in 
distress and affliction and in time of conflict 
- these are they who are true (to themselves),
and these are they who guard (against evil)."
(2 : 1 77)

The Arabs were extremely addicted to "drink" and 
gambling, but he would not allow even moderation; 
he would go directly to the root of it and would 
preach total prohibition thus: 

"O you who believe! intoxicants and games of 
chance and (sacrificing to) stones set up and 
(dividing by) arrows are only an uncleanness, 
the devil 's work; shun it, therefore, that you 
may be successful." (5 : 90) 

His countrymen used to kill their female babies or 
bury them alive. It was a custom honoured by usage. 
but Muhammad uprooted it, saying when one is 
buried alive: 

"For what sin was she killed?" (8 1 :  8, 9) 

In short. no false belief or wrong doctrine 
remained of which the error or hollowness was not 
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exposed. No evil custom or bad habit was left 
unrebuked. And yet Muhammad would neither inspire 
any false hope nor would he claim any identity with 
the Deity. 

"No extraordinary pretensions, no indulgence in 
hyperbolical language, no endeavour to cast a gla
mour round his character and personality: •1 am only 
a preacher of God•s words, the bringer of God's 
message to mankind'," 4 repeats he always. 

Miracles he performed, but not to propagate his 
faith.5 He would plainly say he was but a man like 
others; he had no treasures, nor did he claim to know 
the secrets of the future: 

.. Say: I am only a man like unto you." 
( 1 8: 1 1 0) 

..Say: I do not control any benefit or harm for 
my own soul except as Allah pleases, and had 
I known the unseen I would have had much of 
good. and no evil would have touched me. I 
am nothing but a wamer and giver of good 
news to people who believe." (7 : 1 88) 

"Say: I do not say to you I have with me the 
treasures of Allah, nor do I know the unseen,
nor do I say to you that I am an angel.

,.

( 1 1 : 3 1 )  

The Arabs were a superstitious people. Had the 
Prophet so wished, he could have claimed any super
natural powers for himself. Many incidents occurred 
in his l ifetime when people would have ascribed 
divine powers to him. but he destroyed all such vain 
suggestions by a plain denial. It is stated that on the 
day of the death of his son. the sun became totally 
eclipsed. Some of the pagans thought that the sun 
was in mourning for the sad event. They went to him 
with repentance, ready to accept his mission. But he 
would not take advantage of such subterfuges. He 
said: 

.. Surely the Sun and the Moon are two signs of 
Allah ; they do not suffer eclipse in con
sequence of the death of anybody nor on 
account of any one•s life." 

Here is a man, a reformer, a Prophet, a Messenger 
from God, who stripped himself of all the para
phernalia reported to have been possessed by those 
who came before him with a similar mission. He 

4. Syed Ameer Ali.

5. Bukhari, Book of Manaqib.
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disowned all that might invite following. help. co
operation or sympathy. Thus he made no friends. but 
enemies of them all. He would not yield to 
solicitations nor accept a position of wealth, to 
prejudice the mission - a mission in no way contri
buting to his personal aggrandizement - but the 
mission of God, the mission of humanity and the 
mission of everything that is noblest and best, the 
mission to establish the Unity of God and. through it, 
the unity of the human race, the mission of raising 
degraded humanity to its destined elevation. In short. 
he deprived himself of all that could have smoothed 
his way to success; had he done otherwise, he would 
have been untrue to himself and insincere to his 
mission for which he had the call. He did not work 
miracles to achieve his object, but he worked what 
was more than a miracle: he worked against odds and 
achieved a success - such a success as has never 
come to any person before or since in religious or 
secular history, and that in the adverse circumstances 
to which he had been subjected. But to achieve this 
unique success he did not resort to things beyond 
human reach, in which case he could not have acted 
as an exemplar. He used all the honest and honour
able means that are open to others, and so his life is 
an object-lesson to those who have to work for 
success against heavy odds and under adverse cir
cumstances. 

A prophet comes to act as a guide and a model; 
Muhammad has a special claim to those quali
fications. He is the Prophet in human colours, and 
consequently a true specimen for our imitation. He 
faces difficulties, and surmounts them with means 
within the reach of humanity. Other Prophets, as the 
report goes, had recourse to miracles to meet the 
difficulties in their way. One could understand the 
need of a miracle in order to strengthen the convic
tion of, or drive home, certain truths to a man in the 
street-it is a necessity and there is a genuine report 
of any number of miracles performed by the Holy 
Prophet for that purpose - but we, in our day, have 
to face similar difficulties in our life, and we cannot 
do miracles in order to surmount them. Moses saved 
his people from the Egyptian tyranny through a 
miracle, but Muhammad defended the city of Medina 
with his little band against ten thousand odds through 
his heroic and soldier-like measures which a com
mander of an army will be proud to follow with 
advantage. But Moses with all his miracles could not 
infuse that spirit of manliness into his followers 
which we observe in the ranks of Muhammad. Jesus 
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had to complain always of the lack of faith in his 
disciples, though they saw many a miracle from the 
master, but Muhammad had a band of the faithful 
unique in their devotion to the master. 

Few persons remember their days of adversity 
when they come to power. High-mindedness and 
great strength of character alone can stand against the 
vicissitudes of life. To him who possesses these 
qualities change means newness of occasions that call 
forth such other noble qualities as could not be 
exhibited in his former state. In fact, every quality 
has its own occasion and demands special circum
stances for its revelation. If trial gives man a 
character, success brings out his nobility of mind, if 
he possesses it. Humanity is not only softness of 
heart; it consists of various morals, -tender and stem, 
and needs a variety of conditions for their develop
ment. If some find manifestation in penury, others 

. . . his life is an object-lesson to 
those who have to work for 

success against heavy odds and 
under adverse circumstances. 

demand affluence if they are to appear in perfection. 
Very few of the Guides of Humanity were granted 
occasion to taste both. But Muhammad, to act as a 
perfect model for humanity, had to pass every phase 
of life. If prosperity brought out his generosity, his 
forgiveness, and his high mindedness, his adversity 
gave him occasion to exhibit his patience, his forti
tude, and his trust in God. 

There is one thing in him that shows that he had 
achieved_ that zenith of character and morality that 
must be the final goal of human endeavour, where 
man reflects Divine morals. Like all the ways and 
laws of God, Muhammad is unchangeable. In victory 
or in defeat, in power or in adversity, in affluence or 
in indigence, he is the same. He discloses the same 
character. Humility was, for example, his special 
characteristic throughout his career. 

"His military triumphs," says Washington-Irving, 
"awakened no pride or vainglory, as they would have 
done had they been effected for selfish purposes. In 
the time of his greatest power he maintained the same 
simplicity of manners and appearance as in the day of 
his adversity. So far from affecting regal state, he 
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was displeased if. on entering a room, any unusual 
testimonial of respect was shown him. If he aimed at 
universal dominion, it was the dominion of the faith; 
as to the temporal rule which grew up in his hands. 
as he used it without ostentation so he took no step 
to perpetuate it in his family." 

"After he became the sovereign of Arabia he still 
remained on terms of brotherhood with all believers. 
He had not to surround himself with guards and 
janitors; he moved in simple ways among the 
brethren. the guide, the peacemaker, the trusted 
friend." 6 

"Even at the zenith of his worldly power the good 
sense of Muhammad," says Gibbon, "despised the 
pomp of royalty; the apostle of God submitted to the 
menial offices of the family; he kindled the fire, 
swept the floor, milked the ewes and mended with his 
own hand his shoes and his woollen garments. 
Disdaining the penance and merit of a hermit, he 
observed, without effort and vanity, the abstemious 
diet of an Arab and a soldier. On solemn occasions 
he feasted his companions with hospitable plenty; 
but, in his domestic life, many weeks would elapse 
without a fire being kindled in the hearth of the 
Prophet." 

I would add a statement on record left by the 
Lady Ayesha to these quotations which I have 
purposely made in pursuance of an Arabic proverb 
that says that the best of testimony is that that comes 
from the other camp: 

.. For a whole month together we did not light 
a fire to dress victuals; our food was nothing 
but dates and water unless anyone sent us 
meat. The people of the Prophet's household 
never got wheat bread on two successive 
days." 7

6. Marmaduke Pickthall.
7. In the collection of Tirmizi known as the Jami it is stated

that the Prophet and his family went hungry for many nights
successively, because they could not get anything to eat in
the evening.

Once, no fire was made for two months in the house of
the Prophet. Ayesha related this to 'Urwa-bin-Zubair, who
asked her what they had been eating. Ayesha answered:
"Water and dates. Sometimes the neighbours would send in
goat's milk, and we would drink of it." (Bukhari)

In Bukhari, Book of Riqaq, it is stated that the Prophet
never ate a loaf of bread.

Sahl-bin-Saad relates that the Prophet had never had
any chance of enjoying the fine flour which in Arabia is
known as Hawar-in-Naqi. He was asked whether there were
no sieves in the days of the Prophet. He said: "No, there
were none." People asked him how they removed the bran.
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This was the life he led and such were his humble 
ways when the whole of Arabia was at his feet. The 
entire town of Medina grew wealthy in the latter days 
of his life. Everywhere there was gold and silver, and 
yet the house of his own daughter showed no sign of 
riches. no trace of wealth or comfort. On the very 
day of his death his only assets were a few shillings, 
a part of which went to satisfy a debt and the rest 
was given to a needy person who came to his house 
for charity. The clothes in which he breathed his last 
had patches. The whole property being thus spent. the 
Prophet has been reported to have remarked: "We of 
the class of Prophets neither inherit from others nor 
do we leave anything for others to inherit from us." ■ 

Condolences from Jammu 

on death of 

Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan 

The Light has received the following letter written on 
behalf of the Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam 
Lahore of Jammu (India) by one of their members, 
Ch. Riaz Ahmed, dated 1 7  November 1996, two days 
after the death of Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan: 

, The tragic demise of Head of A.A.1.1.L. Dr. 
Saeed Ahmad Khan sahib was conveyed yesterday 
telephonically. Every member of Jamaat Jammu 
and Bhaderwah was shocked to hear the tragic 
demise of Dr. Saeed Ahmad - innii li-lliihi wa 
innii ilai-hi riiji 'iin. The ghii'ibiina namiizjaniiza 
prayer was held at Masjid Peer Mitha, Jammu, 
after the zuhr prayers. We extend our deepest 
sympathies and condolences to all near and dear 
of our beloved departed elder. , 

T T T T T T T T 

He said: "We used to blow it away with our breath. What
ever was left was kneaded." (Tirmizi) 

Ayesha relates that the Prophet never knew what it was 
to satisfy his hunger all through the period beginning with 
the Flight and ending with his death. (ibid.) 

Anas relates that once he went to the Prophet, and on 
appearing before him found that the Prophet had tied a 
piece of cloth, very tightly round his waist. When he 
inquired what the reason was, one of the Companions 
replied to him: "On account of hunger." (Muslim) 
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Death of Jesus 

as described in Sunni book 

Author expresses view similar to that 
of the Ahmadiyya Movement 

by the Editor 

The book Islam for Cliildrell is written by Ahmad 
Von Denffer and published by the Islamic Foun
dation, Leicester, England. Mr. Von Denffer is the 
author of several books on Islam published by the 
Islamic Foundation. This publishing organization 
represents the views and ideology of groups such as 
the Jama'at-i Islami of Pakistan, the orthodox Sunni 
political and religious movement founded by Maulana 
Sayyid Abut Ala Maudoodi. It is, therefore, surpri
sing to read in this book the following passage at the 
end of the chapter dealing with Jesus: 

.. Some people say that Prophet Isa was nailed 
onto a cross by his enemies and that he died in 
this way. But we know this is not true. Allah 
protected Prophet Isa so that the people could 
not carry out their evil intentions. Allah said to 
Isa: I will let you die in peace and then you 
will come to Me and be with Me. Those who 
had been following you and prayed to Me and 
did good will be brought to Me." (page 8 1  of 
the 1993 re-print) 

The author's statement here: "Allah said to Isa: I will 
let you die ill peace and tlien you will come to Me 
and be with Me " clearly expresses the same belief as 
that which the Ahmad is hold, namely, that Jesus died 
and was then taken to Allah, following his death. 
The belief generally held by the so-called orthodox 
Muslims, including followers of Maulana Maudoodi, 
is that Jesus was taken up to God without dying, and 
in his physical earthly body. Mr. Von Den ff er' s 
words would appear to be based on the verse of the 
Holy Quran which begins as follows: 

"When Allah said: 0 Jesus, I will cause you to 
die (mutawaffi-ka) and exalt you (riifi 'u-ka) in 
My presence . . .  " (3:54) 

Those Muslim translators of the Holy Quran who 
hold the conventional belief that Jesus did not die, 
and is still alive, have been at pains not to render the 
words mutawaffi-ka in the above verse as "I will 
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cause you to die" but have translated them in various 
forms such as "I will take you", "I will gather you", 
and then translated the next part with words such as: 
"and will lift you up to Myself." 

However, the Ahmadiyya Movement since its very 
beginning has been arguing that mutawaffi-ka can 
only mean causing to die, and that the 'exaltation' 
mentioned is the honouring of the soul after death by 
granting it nearness to God, as happens in the case of 
every righteous human being. Indeed, once it is 
accepted that these words mean .. causing to die", then 
it follows that the exaltation which comes afterwards 
could not have been bodily but spiritual, and there 
can be absolutely no question of Jesus returning to 
this world to resume his life. 

Mr. Von Denffer has not only used the expression 
"I will let you die in peace", but followed it with the 
words "and then ", which leaves no doubt that the 
next text, namely, "you will come to Me and be with 
Me", can only refer to spiritual exaltation after death, 
and cannot mean that Jesus was lifted up to God 
while still alive. His next statement is that the real 
and true followers of Jesus were also promised by 
Allah that they "would be brought to Me". One can 
only conclude from this that the true followers of 
Jesus went to God's presence ill the same manner as 
Jesus, and this further proves that Jesus only went to 
God in the same way as all other righteous men and 
women do. 

Although we do come across some instances of 
independent Muslim religious writers (such as 
Muhammad Asad) putting forward the same belief as 
that of the Ahmadis about Jesus' death, it is quite 
extraordinary, and probably unprecedented, to find 
this belief in a publication of a body like the Islamic 
Foundation of Leicester, England, which was set up 
by the orthodox Sunni religious leadership. Professor 
Khurshid Ahmad of the Pakistani Jama 'at-i Islami, 
who was an advisor to the anti-Ahmadiyya ulama in 
the Cape Town court cases to help them prove in 
court that Ahmadis are non-Muslims, was Director
General of the Islamic Foundation during the 1 970s 
and is author of several of its publications. 

This makes us wonder if Mr. Von Denffer was 
really aware of the broader significance of what he 
has written in this extract. In what has become a 
major and key difference of belief between Ahmadis 
and the Sunni religious leadership, he has advocated 
the Ahmadi belief as being right. It would be inte
resting to learn how the Islamic Foundation views the 
appearance of this belief in their publication. ■ 
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Recent Publications 

Some important and useful  books were published in 
December 1996 by the A.A.1.1.L .• U.S.A. Further 
details are given below. 

e A Brief Sketch of My Life e

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
(9 1 pages) 

Readers will be aware that we had been serializing in 
The Light an English translation of a section of the 
book Kitiib al-Bariyya by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad. This is now available in book-form. This 
section appears in Kitiib al-Bariyya as a long footnote 
running through a large part of the book, and is about 
one-third of the entire book. It is a complete study in 
its own right. consisting of an account of his own life 
and claims by the Promised Messiah. Dealing briefly 
with the history of his ancestors and the times of his 
immediate fore-fathers. he then begins an account of 
his own life. Here he describes his early life and his 
experiences under his father. Continuing the story. he 
relates his spiritual exertions and experiences. and 
reaches the point at which Allah appointed him as 
Mujaddid of the fourteenth century Hijra, and shortly 
afterwards revealed to him that he was that Mujaddid 
who was to be the Promised Messiah. 

In the rest of the book he discusses the evidence 
in support of his claims. his work in the refutation of 
Christian doctrines Cbreak.ing the cross'),  and his 
interpretation of the prophecies relating to the Dajjiil. 

In this translation some brief footnotes have been 
provided by the publisher to draw the reader's atten
tion to certain important points. An index of subjects 
has also been included. 

e The Ideal Prophet e

by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din 
(2 1 2  pages) 

This book, discussing the qualities of the Holy Pro
phet Muhammad which mark him out as the most 
perfect Leader of Religion. was first published in 
1 925 from the Woking Muslim Mission. Later 
reprints had appeared, but there had been much 
deterioration of print clarity in them over the years. 
Therefore this edition has been typeset again to 
produce clean and clear copies. 

In some 1 2  chapters, the author shows that the 
Holy Prophet was the Ideal Prophet as regards his 
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Call, character, personality, and success, and as an 
expounder, exemplar and assemblage of virtues. Wri
tten for a Western readership, the book constantly 
draws a comparison of the Islamic concepts with the 
doctrines of the Christian churches. It also contains 
much useful reference to Christian history, ancient 
and modem. Being written at a time when both 
Christian and Orientalist criticism of Islam was at its 
height, the author refutes their objections and exposes 
their techniques. 

• True Conception of the Ahmadiyya Movement •

by Maulana Muhammad Ali 
(67 pages) 

This is the English translation of the fourth chapter of 
Maulana Muhammad Ali 's  Urdu work Tahrik Ahmad
iyyat ('The Ahmadiyya Movement'). the translator 
being Maulana S. M. Tufail. This booklet was first 
published about 30 years ago. The present edition has 
been typeset again, to improve the clarity of the print. 

In this text, Maulana Muhammad Ali deals with 
those main points of Islamic teaching regarding 
which the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement holds 
"distinctive" views, different from the beliefs which 
generally prevail among Muslims. He explains that 
these distinctive Ahmadiyya interpretations are not 
aimed at creating sectarian divisions with other 
Muslims, but that these correct explanations put 
forward by the Movement are vital to the defence and 
propagation of Islam. The Maulana calls these the 
"distinctive features" of the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement. 

Key examples of these distinctive features are the 
death of Jesus, the meaning of jihiid, and unity 
among Muslims. On the first point, the Ahmadiyya 
view is that Jesus died like any other mortal prophet 
of God; on the second, that jihiid is primarily a 
spiritual struggle, not a physical one; and on the 
third, that all those who profess the kalima shahada 
are Muslims, and cannot be dubbed non-Muslims on 
any grounds. The Maulana discusses these and seve
ral other distinctive features. 

• Christ is Come •

by Mirza Masum Beg
(49 pages) 

This booklet was written by a former editor of The 
Light and author of several booklets, Mirza Masum 
Beg, an eloquent writer with a superb command of 
the English language. It was first published in 1 960 
and re-printed twice later. As in the case of the two 
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books mentioned above, this too has been typeset 
again.  

The title of the book refers to the claim of Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to be the Messiah whose 
advent is expected by both Christians and Muslims. 
The author quotes and explains prophecies prevalent 
in various religions. namely, the Jewish, Christian, 
Hindu and Sikh religions, as well as prophecies in 
Islamic books, about the coming of a Messiah, 
Mahdi, or Reformer in the latter days. And he shows 
that these all find their fulfilment in one figure: a 
Muslim Mujaddid, saint and servant of Islam, and a 
deputy of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, namely, 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

• Tl,e Meaning of Sura/, Fatil,al, •
by Fazeel Sahukhan 

( 1 6  pages) 

This is the second, illustrated, full-colour, book 
written for children by our young Canadian friend, 
Fazeel Sahukhan, who earlier compiled the book Al
Hamdu li-lla/r. It is in story form, set around a 
family, and shows the father explaining to the 
children the meaning of the Surah Fatiha/r in simple 
language in conversational form. The useful and 
distinctive feature of the book is that the significance 
behind the verses of this chapter is explained, in 
addition to reproducing the literal translation along 
with the Arabic words in roman alphabets. 

Distinguished British 

general on Islam 

General Sir Peter de la Billiere, the commander of 
British forces during the Gulf war, a hero of two 
conflicts, and described as "the most decorated 
serving officer when he retired in 1992", is reported 
as saying the following about Islam: 

"There are patches of militancy, but I believe 
that there is a great deal of good in Islam and 
a great tendency here to over-emphasize tire 
bad. " 

This was reported in Tire Observer, London, Sunday 
26 January 1 997. ■ 
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Gems from the Holy Quran 

by Mirza A. Baig, Texas 

"Have you not considered /row your Lord 
dealt with the possessors of the elephant? Did 
He not cause their war to end in confusion, 
and send down (to prey) on t/rem birds in 
flocks, casting against them /rard stones, - so 
He rendered them like straw eaten up? 

(The Holy Quran, chapter I 05) 

This chapter shows that Allah was so jealous for the 
protection of the ageless House of God, the Ka•ba. a 
small building of stones, that He destroyed the most 
powerful army of Abraha, the viceroy at Yemen of 
the Christian king of Abyssinia, an army comprising 
of all manner of armaments, even huge elephants, but 
it was destroyed completely. 

The Ka 'ba was then in possession of the idol
worshipping Quraish who would merely run away to 
save their lives ! So He, God Himself. took over its 
defence and destroyed the army of Abraha with a 
virulent disease like smallpox. It came with such 
severity that the invading army retreated in confusion 
and dismay, dispersing in complete disorder, losing 
their way and perishing in the valleys, while a part 
was swept away by floods. According to the orien
talist Sir William Muir in his Life of Muhammad, this 
happened in the year 570 of the Christian era, 
coinciding with the Holy Prophet Muhammad's birth. 

When Abraha' s army was near and within striking 
distance of Makka, Abdul Muttalib, the grand-father 
of the Holy Prophet, prayed thus, while leaning on 
the door of the Ka•ba: "Defend, 0 Lord!  Thine own 
House and suffer not the Cross to triumph over the 
Ka•ba!" Then the whole population of Makka re
paired to the hills surrounding the city. ■ 

Try our WWW Site 

Our World Wide Web site is being expanded all the 
time and it now includes several photographs as well. 
If you have access to the Internet please view our site 
from time to time at: 

http : / /members . aol . com/aaiil 
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