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Beliefs and aims. 

The main object of the A.A.1.1.L. is to present the true, original 
message of Islam to the whole world - Islam as it is found in the 
Holy Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured 
today by grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions. 

Islam seeks to attract the hearts and minds of people towards the 
truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the natural 
beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political power, nor 
allows the use of force in support of the faith. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), our Founder, arose 
to remind the world that Islam is: 

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all 
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and 
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human 
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion. 

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence. 
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which accords 
them freedom of religion. 

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise 
any creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of belief 
and opinion. 

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and 
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of 
thought is granted. 

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact 
with a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His 
righteous servants even today as in the past. 

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the words lii 
iliiha ill-Alliih, Muhammad-ur rasiil Alliili (There is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim. 
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone. 

He also taught that no prophet, old or new, is to arise after the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. However, Mujaddids will be raised by 
God to revive and rekindle the light of the faith of Islam. 
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About ourselves.

Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'al Islam Lahore 
has branches in the following countries: 

U.S.A. 

U.K. 
Holland. 
India. 
Australia. 
Trinidad. 
Suriname. 

Canada. 
German)'. 
Sotttlr Africa. 
Indonesia. 
Fiji. 
Guyana. 

The Movement has members and supp
orters in many other countries as well. In 
Berlin, it has a large historical mosque 
constructed in the mid-1920s. 

Achievements: 

The Anjuman has produced extensive 
literature on Islam, originally in English 
and Urdu, including translations of 1he 
Holy Quran with commentaries. These 
books arc being translated into other lan
guages, such as French, German, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese and Japanese. 

The Anjuman has run several Muslim 
missions around the world, including the 
first-ever in Western Europe. 

The Movement's unique contribution to 
Islamic thought is summed up on the left. 

History: 

1889: Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement. 

1901: Movement given name Al1madiyya 
after Holy Prophet Muhammad's other 
famous name Ahmad. 

1905: Hazrat Mirza appoints central body 
(Anjuman) to manage lhe Movement. 

1908: Death of Hazral Mirza. Succeeded 
by Maulana Nur-ud-Din as Head. 

1914: Death of Maulana Nur-ud-Din. 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at Islam 
founded at Lahore as continuation of 
the original Anjuman. Maulana 
Muhammad Ali elected as Head. 

1951: Death of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
after fifly years of glorious service to 
the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud
Din (d. 1981) becomes head. 

1981-1996: Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an 
emincnl doctor and religious scholar, led 
the Movement, at a lime of intense 
persecution and opposition. 

1996: Prof. Dr. Asghar Hamid, a distin
guished ma1hema1ician and Islamic 
scholar, becomes Head of Movement. 
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50th anniversary of the 

founding of Pakistan 

Recalling La.hore Ahmadiyya 
Movement's support for the cause 

compiled by the Editor 

The 50th anniversary of the creation and indepen
dence of Pakistan falls on 14th August of this year. 
Throughout the period of struggle for its creation, 
during the preceding twenty years or so, the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement fully and vigorously supported 

this cause and gave its backing to the Muslim League 
and Mr. M.A. Jinnah. The Light, being the English
language organ of the Lahore Ahmadiyya community, 
promoted the Pakistan case to the utmost in its pages, 
and urged all Muslims to give their support as well to 
this common Muslim cause. 

Today The Light is not a magazine based in 
Pakistan anymore, as it was forced to cease publi
cation there in 1990 due to the government-imposed 
restrictions on the activities of Ahmadis, and moved 
to the West. So our present readership may be less 
interested in Pakistani national affairs than our circle 
of readers before 1990. Even those of our readers 
living in or originating from Pakistan may not have 
much cause for jubilation at this anniversary, as they 
have been much dismayed and disillusioned by the 
course of this country's history over the last 25 years. 

By this history, we mean not only the declaration 
of Ahmadis as non-Muslims and the consequent 
restrictions against them, but also the violation and 
abandonment of the basic principles upon which 
Pakistan was created. These were the principles of the 
unity and fraternity of all Muslims regardless of sect, 
tolerance towards all, whether Muslims or others, 
religious freedom, and a progressive interpretation of 
Islamic teachings in the light of present-day condi
tions, rejecting the narrow views of the common, 
antiquated religious leaders. However, these enlight
ened principles have long since been ceased to be 
followed by the national, religious and intellectual 
leaders of Pakistan, and instead we find that both the 
law of the land and the society are promoting reli
gious bigotry, tyranny and intolerance, and projecting 
Islam as a repressive and backward ideology by 
blindly following the conceptions of the out-dated, 
power-hungry ulama. 
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Although Pakistani national affairs may not be at 
the forefront of our readers' interest and attention 
now, as would have been the case some years ago, 
nonetheless we feel it important and relevant to mark 
the 50th anniversary by highlighting the unstinting, 
loyal support that the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement 
and The Light gave to this cause. It may possibly 
convince the present-day well-wishers and patriots of 
Pakistan that this Movement performed a highly 
commendable service for the winning of Muslim 
freedom, and thus they might realize how utterly 
unjust it is to declare Ahmadis as non-Muslims and 
how entirely false it is to allege that this Movement 
was a tool of British imperialism. The excerpts and 
articles from the old issues of The Light which we 
reprint below are also essential in order to counter the 
concocted history of the pre-independence period 
which is in popular circulation today. 

From The Light, Friday, August I 5, 1947,
(day following creation of Pakistan) 

Front Page carries a photograph of the 
Founder of Pakistan, Mr. M.A. Jinnah, 

and the following article. 

Felicitations on the Auspicious Occasion 
of Establishment of Pakistan 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali, 
Head of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement 

, I offer my felicitations, first of all, to Quaid-i
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, for whose trust in God, 

untiring efforts, unwavering resolution, far-sighted
ness, unbending power of resistance and breadth of 
vision, God Almighty has blessed the Muslims with 
a magnificent boon and has vouchsafed them ruler
ship over a part of India. May God grant this soldier 
of Islam a long lease of life and sustain him in health 
and energy, and may He enable him and us all to be 
grateful servants of His, our heads always bowing 
before His will! 

, I offer my felicitations to the whole of the Muslim 
nation, especially the masses of the Muslims whose 
sacrifices have won Pakistan, the greatest of these 
sacrifices being the united front which they displayed 
in the struggle. It is my humble prayer that God may 
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sustain their hearts in unity, free from all kinds of 
mutual jealousies and ill-will. May God grant all 
Muslims the sense to realize that in this unity and 
solidarity lies the secret of their strength, especially 
to those of them who are yet outside this Islamic 
solidarity. 

, I offer felicitations to those unknown Muslims 
whose nightly supplications before God to save the 
bark of Islam at this critical hour have been the cause 
of bringing us His blessings and mercy, and who 
keep the torch of this Heavenly light, which is the 
soul of Pakistan, aflame. 

, In this hour, my fervent prayers also go out 
towards those saintly personages who sowed the 
seeds of tabligh [propagation of Islam] in this land of 
ours, the fruit of which we are enjoying today in the 
shape of Pakistan. In grateful memory let us recall 
that but for their efforts to propagate the light of 
Islam in India, far from achieving any sovereign 
status for Islam in this country today, millions of our 
people now constituting the Muslim nation would 
have themselves been wallowing in polytheism, idol
worship and darkness. May He bless their souls with 
His unbounded mercy and exalt their ranks in their 
heavenly abode! May He enable us of this age to 
follow in their footsteps and try in our own humble 
way to disseminate the light of the last message of 
God, the Holy Quran, not only in this subcontinent 
but over the length and breadth of the whole world; 
and, while departing from this world, may we leave 
behind to the coming generations the same heritage 
that these saintly souls left to us, so that just as we 
today are reaping the harvest of their sacrifices and 
labours in the form of Pakistan, our coming genera
tions may be blessed with the reward of our efforts 
and sacrifices in the shape of converting the whole of 
India, nay, the whole of the world, into a Pakistan in 
which man may be reunited to man, in which fellow
feeling may bind man to man, irrespective of caste or 
creed, a Pakistan free from injustice, tyranny and 
oppression, in which the whole of mankind may 
dwell as a single family. 

, In the end, it is my humble prayer to God 
Almighty that now that He has blessed us with 
rulership, He may also fill our hearts with the passion 
to serve fellow-men and enable us to walk in the 
footsteps of those who, while wielding regal sceptre, 
lived the lives of danveshes, those who looked upon 
themselves, not as rulers, but as servants of the 
people. 0 Almighty Allah! Make this Islamic State an 
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ideal State which may serve other nations of the 
world as an object lesson in equity and justice, in 
mutual goodwill and toleration, in honesty and 
integrity, and above all in a passion for the service of 
fellowmen. 0 God, grant that the heads of the offi
cials of this State may ever remain bowed before Thy 
commandments and their hearts filled with com
passion for Thy creatures! , ■ 

The following two items from The Light before 
the founding of Pakistan illustrate the whole-hearted 
and enthusiastic support which the Lahore Ahmad
iyya Movement gave to this cause. 

The Light, February 8, 1946, page 4. 

Lahore Ahmadis to vote for League, 
Maulana Muhammad Ali issues instructions 

, In the course of his Friday Khutba on February I, 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, Head of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement, has called upon the members 
of this Movement that throughout India in the 
forthcoming elections to the Provincial legislatures, 
they must vote for the Muslim League candidate. 
Muslim League, he emphasized, has at the present 
time become a symbol of Islamic unity and solidarity. 
All members of the Lahore Ahmadiyya community 
must therefore stand by the League in this momen
tous struggle which involves the very survival of 
Islam in this country. Anyone failing to abide by this 
verdict of the community will be guilty of a betrayal 
of the community. , 

The light, May 8, 1946, Frollt Page. 

Maulana Muhammad Ali Urges Special Prayers 
Every Friday -

, For the last three weeks Maulana Muhammad Ali, 
Head of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement, has been 
offering special prayers at the Friday congregational 
prayer for the success of Mr. Jinnah's talks with the 
Cabinet Mission. 
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, Exhorting the congregation last Friday, May 3, to 
humbly beseech the Almighty to protect the Muslims 
of India at this critical juncture in the history of 
Islam in this country, the Maulana made it plain that 
Pakistan is a life and death issue, not only for the 
existence of Muslims but at the same time for the 
survival of Islam itself as a faith and culture . ... Of 
all the world of Islam, said the Maulana, the Indian 
Muslims were the only people who yet believed in 
the possibilities of Islam as a religion to play a role 
in the re-shaping of the world. In every other Muslim 
land, including Egypt, the cultural centre of Islam, 
and Turkey and Afghanistan, the politically indepen
dent States of Islam, the very idea of tabligh or the
propagation of faith was extinct. ... 

, .. Pakistan or Perish" was no mere political slogan, 
observed the Maulana. It was a real and grave 
danger. If the Muslims failed to survive as a free 
people, they perish and along with them perishes the 
idea of Islam as a vital force of life. . .. 

, In this hour of gloom and darkness, however, 
there was One Power for which nothing was impos
sible. To that Power Who has always come to the 
rescue of Islam in the darkest moments of its history, 
must the Muslims bow in humble supplication to 
protect them against hostile machinations and put to 
rout the forces that are just now ranged against 
Islam ... , ■ 

Apologies to our readers 

We are most apologetic and sorry for the very poor 
printing, in an unacceptably small size, of the 
photograph of the late Hazrat Ameer Dr. Saeed
Ahmad Khan on the front cover of our last issue 
(May-June I 997), which carried articles in his 
memory. This was due to an error made by the 
printers of the magazine through a misunderstanding 
of instructions. It was not possible to correct the error 
as the printers had already mailed the printed copies 
to subscribers before the mistake could be noticed. 
We express our utmost regret at this totally unworthy 
printing of the photograph. 

In the same issue, I made a small error of fact in 
my statement on page 8, column 2, para 3, line 2, that 
.. 1981 and 1983" were the years (during 1975-1984) 
when the late Hazrat Ameer did not go abroad. This
should have read .. 1980 and 1983". - Editor. ■
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[Below we reproduce, almost in its entirety, an article which 
appeared in 'The Light' of January 16, 1966, on the front 
page, and continuing to pages 2 and 4 of that issue. The 
title and sub-title of our reproduction are from the original. 
The article was prefaced by an editorial note which we have 
retained in the reproduction below. - Editor.] 

Woking Muslim Mission's 

role in the creation of 

Pakistan 

Cl,. Rehmat Ali got his spark of inspiration 
in the Drawing Room of the Mission House 

by Khwaja Salahuddin Ahmad 

(The writer is the son of the late Khwaja Kamal-ud-din. 
Founder of the Woking Muslim Mission, and was a student 
in England at the time when Ch. Rehmat Ali reached those 
shores in connection with his studies, brimming over with 
the idea of an independent homeland of Muslims in 
Northern India, that was put before the nation by Allama 
Iqbal in his famous Allahabad address before the All-India 
Muslim League in 1930. He was, however, just toying 
with this big idea, which took the first concrete shape 
accidentally at one of the Sunday meetings of the Muslims 
at the Woking Mosque, which Ch. Rehmat Ali, like so 
many other Muslim students in England, came to attend. 
In the following article Mr. Salahuddin Ahmad, a personal 
participant in how the Pakistan idea took definite shape, 
throws light on some of the missing links in the story. His 
purpose, as he explains, is to put the record straight while 
most of those who collaborated with Ch. Rehmat Ali arc 
still alive and would be in a position to endorse his story. 
- Editor)

An article under the caption The Forgotten Hero app
eared in the Pakistan Day Supplement of the Pakistan 
Times last August [ 1965). The writer Mr. M. Anwar
writing about Ch. Rehmat Ali recorded therein some 
important facts which will no doubt be most useful 
for future generations when records of events which 
led up to the establishment of Pakistan are placed in 
their proper and true perspective . ... 

Some controversy in the correspondence columns 
of the Pakistan Times ensued after the publication of
Mr. Anwar's article referred to above. In one of the 
letters someone even said that the people who 
originally worked with Ch. Rehmat Ali in England 
were dead long ago. I felt like contradicting that at 
that time but refrained from doing so. Since then a 
number of my friends who also know the actual facts, 
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but themselves lack the authority of one who was 
present at those meetings have insisted that a record 
of those meetings should be made and that it was 
necessary that this should be recorded in the life time 
of those who took part in one or more of those 
meetings. 

I, because of my particular connection with the 
Woking Muslim Mission, was an active participant in 
all the meetings that finally resulted in Ch. Rehmat 
Ali taking up the difficult task of fulfilling the 
Mission that he was destined for. Fortunately, by the 
grace of Allah, seven of us are still alive. All of the 
seven are well established in their own fields. Those 
people fill the gap in the sequence of events and 
answer the question why Ch. Rehmat Ali, an ardent 
follower of Allama Iqbal, should have begun this 
movement in 1933 after a sojourn in Cambridge and 
not earlier, particularly when he was in his own 
country? 

First meeting at Woking. 
It was in the summer of 1 932, it may have been June 
or July, that Ch. Rehmat Ali, who was then at 
Cambridge, came to Woking on a Sunday. Sunday at 
Woking is a day on which a small gathering of 
British Muslims come into contact with their brothers 
in Islam from other parts of the world. There is 
always a lecture in the afternoon by the Imam in the 
Mosque and this is followed by prayers and then a 
sojourn to the Woking Muslim Centre adjoining the 
Mosque, where discussions on religion continue till 
late in the evening. Ch. Rehmat Ali had on one such 
Sunday come earlier to lunch by invitation from the 
Imam Maulana Abdul Majid so as to spend the day 
with us. 

With Ch. Rehmat Ali, even before we sat down to 
lunch, the only topic of conversation was Allama 
Iqbal. He certainly had intimate contact with the 
Allama and as a true disciple he had nothing but love 
and veneration for that great scholar. It was during 
these all-absorbing talks about the great poet that he 
began to lay great stress on the Allama's one ardent 
wish that the areas predominantly populated by 
Muslims in India should become the homelands of 
the Muslims and Ch. Rehmat Ali repeatedly stressed 
that in this alone lay the solution for the future of the 
Muslims in India. 

It appeared, however, that no Muslim luminaries 
had given much thought to the practical implemen
tation of the dream, and therefore so far it was only 
an idea, a topic for discussion, and the danger now 
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was that having remained an idea for so long i t  might 
remain just an idea. It seemed to all of us quite tragic 
that one of the greatest thinkers of the world had 
given expression to his feelings and so far it had not 
gone beyond the stage of being a topic for a drawing
room discussion, particularly when the destiny of a 
hundred million Muslims in the sub-continent was at 
stake. The danger was that it might only remain an 
idea. 

At this stage Maulana Abdul Majid said: .. Why do 
our people only talk, why don't they do something? 
If Allama Iqbal has a message for his people, so far 
as he is concerned he has done his duty and if you 
are convinced that therein alone lies the solution, then 
why not do something about it?" 

On Ch. Rehmat Ali's query as to what could be 
done, Maulana Majid pointed to the photo of my 
father, Khwaja Kamal-ud-din, on one of the walls, 
adding: 

..Do what he did. He had an idea in which he 
believed. He had seen with sorrow the 600 
million Muslims of the world in restless slum
ber, seeping with Western influence, submerg
ing under a defeated outlook and gradually 
losing sight of their own past heritage. With 
his faith abounding in the supreme teachings 
of the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet, he 
decided to unfurl the standard of Islam in the 
heart of Christendom, and challenge Trinity on 
its own soil. He was convinced that the sup
reme message of Islam had to be revived from 
the West. He opened this centre and started the 
Islamic Review which he sent to the Muslim 
intelligentsia of the world." 1 

Continuing the story as to how one man's dream and 
determined effort led to the unfolding on British soil 
of the flag of Islam at Woking, the Imam Abdul 
Majid went on to say: 

.. Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar came here to 
see him on one such Sunday with a number of 
friends. During their talk Maulana Mohammad 
Ali suddenly got up and said: 'Khwaja, I want 
to see your library, your Islamic Review is so 
full of Islamic theology that it must be very 
extensive, I am interested to see it'. Khwaja 
Sahib could only smile and followed him to 

I .  Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, as he himself has acknowledged, 

received all his inspiration, urge and faith to do this work 

from Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. - Z Aziz, Editor. 
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the next room. But there was no library and 
the Maulana enquired where was the library? 
To this Khwaja Sahib repl ied by removing 
from the shelf a copy of the Holy Quran, say
ing, 'This is my library' .  The Khwaja worked 
relentlessly, like a reaper, sowing seeds as fast 
as he could and to let the seedlings flourish on 
soils all ready in crying need of revival. There 
is no doubt the seeds did take root, people 
from all pans of the Muslim World wherever 
he went, wanted to hear him personal ly and 
received him with open hearts. So, why don' t  
you follow his example and if  there is some
thing vital in this idea for the Muslims, it 
would take root, shall we say, in about ten 
years time?" 

Ch. Rehmat Ali was visibly impressed and silently 
reflected within his mind. His feelings were stirred. 
After a while he spoke out: •something definite must 
indeed be done. •  But to give it shape, he added, and 
for him to take the initiative, he would need the help 
of workers. This pan of the work was not for the 
Imam and I therefore volunteered to take this on 
myself. I suggested another meeting the following 
Sunday at Woking, to which I promised to invite 
some friends of mine. 

Shaikh Mohammad Jami), Bar-at-law, son of the 
late K.B . Shaikh Noor Illahi Sahib, with Khan 
Mohammad Aslam Khattak, son of the late Khan 
Bahadar Kuli Khan, both of them studying for their 
M.A. (Hons) at Oxford, were then staying at 4 Hook
Road, Surbiton, a town 20 miles from Woking. Both
were affectionately disposed towards me and by their
nature could be depended upon to stand for anything
worthy of a support. Before Ch. Rehmat Ali left
Woking that day it was settled by phone that both of
them would come the following Sunday at lunch
time. Ch. Rehmat Ali went back from Woking by the
evening train, a determined and dedicated man, to
give the idea a practical shape. On this particular
Sunday there was also present a professor from
Kashmir with his family. I do not recollect his name.
It was his first visit to the Mosque. So intense was
his interest in this matter that he came again the
following Sunday and then again to the third and
final meeting at Surbiton.

Second meeting at Woking. 
The second meeting which took place on the follo
wing Sunday again at the Woking Mosque was an 
important one because we were now assembled not to 
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consider the feasibility of the idea but to give it an 
immediate and practical shape. At this second 
meeting, the people present were: Maulana Abdul 
Maj id, Ch. Rehmat Ali, a gentleman who was later 
also associated with him in his work, whose name I 
do not remember, Shaikh Mohammad Jamil, Khan 
Mohammad Aslam Khattak, the professor from 
Kashmir and myself. There was one other gentleman 
known to all of us, but whose name need not to be 
mentioned. 

Both Shaikh Jamil and Aslam Khattak were very 
happy that some initiative to propel such a movement 
was being taken and were prepared to give their full 
suppon. They pointed out however that Muslim 
students in England, although ful l  of fervour and 
generosity for anything of national interest, being in 
a foreign country, were not only dispersed all over 
but also had very limited time and means for any
thing else but their studies. They felt that the mantle 
for carrying this movement through to the end must 
fall on Ch. Rehmat Ali himself. 

The following decisions were taken at this 
meeting: 

( l )  That the movement should be begun by Ch.
Rehmat Ali from Cambridge. 

(2) That he should stan issuing a monthly
pamphlet to give publicity and projection to this 
movement whenever possible. I had shown the 
meeting a copy of our Woking Muslim Mission Gaz
ette which had a map of the world on top of the 
opening page with a minaret at Woking in England 
and suggested that the pamphlet could similarly have 
only a map of India in white, while the areas that 
were to be separated for Muslims were to be green. 
This illustration on top would speak for itself and 
convey the message pointedly. 

(3) That it was agreed that I would give him the
addresses of the subscribers of the Islamic Review,

who consisting as they did largely of the Muslim 
intelligentsia throughout India, would be the appro
priate people to send this pamphlet to. 

( 4) That large quantities of the pamphlet should be
in readiness for distribution at our Eid Festival and 
Milad-un-Nabi functions arranged at Woking. 

(5) That it was agreed that I would give the
addresses of Muslims in England, whose contact is 
maintained by the Mission for purposes of invitation 
to religious functions. 

The meeting continued till late in the evening, the 
last trains for their journeys back to their homes had 
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to be caught by some of the participants. It was there
fore thought that a third meeting was again necessary 
( 1 )  to evolve a name for the Muslim areas, (2) to 
give it a formal shape, (3) that since the matter was 
now a political issue and had already reached the 
stage of political party we should hold the next 
meeting the following Sunday at 4, Hook Road, 
Surbiton, with Shaikh Mohammad Jamil and K. M. 
Aslam Khan as hosts. 

Third meeting in Surbiton. 
At this third meeting, the people in the previous 
meetings with the exception of Maulana Abdul Majid 
were present but with the addition of Khwaja Abdur 
Rahim, Bar-at-law, and Mr. Inayaullah. 

Khwaja Rahim suggests the name. 
At this meeting Ch. Rehmat Ali was formally entrus
ted with the work of the movement. This meeting is 
important because it was at this meeting that after a 
great deal of discussion, Khwaja Abdul Rahim sug
gested the name of Pakistan. This was accepted by all 
of us spontaneously instead of alternatives such as 
Muslimabad, Islamabad, etc. The name was not 
chosen because it contained the first letters of names 
of areas that were to be in Pakistan. The name was 
accepted because pak, meaning pakeesgi or purity, is 
a first necessity before our approach to God. In 
Islam, pak is cleanliness in its purest form. It is 
cleanliness distinct from the 'Non-pak' cleanliness 
understood by the Hindus with their cow worship 
mania. The name Pakistan had an invitation to be free 
from all un-Godliness and a place where they could 
humble themselves before Allah in all humility, 
should He bless us with such a place, and try their 
best to contribute a better practice in fulfilment of 
their faith. 

The meeting ended. Thereafter the burden, the 
work and its success were all the achievements of Ch. 
Rehmat Ali. Wherever it was possible to send that 
pamphlet, he sent it. Wherever it was possible to 
distribute it, he was there with his friend and assistant 
to do it. He little knew that like John the Baptist he 
was heralding the coming of another, who finally in 
all his grandeur came,2 took up the standard and 
planted it in the soil which he with his clarion call 
claimed as Pakistan and succeeded where others had 
failed to give Solidarity, Unity and Faith to a people 
clamouring for a place which they could call their 
own Pak homeland. ■ 

2. Mr. Jinnah is obviously meant. - Z. Aziz. Editor. 
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The destiny of a nation 

lies far more in the hands 

of its women 

by Muhammad El Hamza Hashim 
Richland, Washington, U.S.A. 

The status of women in Islam constitutes no problem. 
The attitude of the Quran and the early Muslims bear 
witness to the fact that women are, at least, as vital 
to life as man himself, and that she is not inferior to 
him nor is she one of the lower species. Had it not 
been for the impact of foreign cultures and alien 
influences in Muslim societies, this question would 
have never arisen among the Muslims. 

Islam made it obligatory upon all Muslims to 
acquire knowledge as a necessary condition to their 
being true believers in Allah and Islam. It impressed 
upon the Muslim woman that she could not achieve 
perfection without knowledge. 

A glance at the history of Islam will show that the 
very first verse of the Holy Quran revealed to our 
Prophet Muhammad (may peace and the blessings of 
Allah be upon him) enjoined reading and learning: 

.. Read in the name of thy Lord Who created: 
created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed 
blood: Read ! and thy Lord is the most Boun
tiful, who taught (the use of) the pen; taught 
man that which he knew not." (Holy Quran 
96 : 1 -5.) 

These verses emphasize reading and acquisition of 
knowledge and enjoin keeping high the banner of 
reason and rational thinking. There are many Quranic 
verses and the Prophet's traditions encouraging us to 
acquire knowledge. 

Every Muslim has an obligation to develop, to the 
fullest, the human potential Allah has given him or 
her. 

"To men is allotted what they earn and to 
women what they earn." (4:32) 

The excellence of knowledge in the Quran, is mani
fest in the words of Allah: 

"There is no god but He: That is the witness of 
Allah, His angels, and those endowed with 
knowledge, standing firm on justice. There is 
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no god but He the Exalted in Power the Wise." 
(3: 1 7) 

Every individual and every student should know such 
verses and traditions by heart, such as: 

"Are those who know equal with those who 
know not?" (39:9) 

"My Lord, increase me in knowledge." 
(20: 1 14) 

"Allah will exalt those who believe among you 
and those who have knowledge, to high 
ranks." (58: 1 1 )  

It has been said that in the following words of Allah: 

"O sons of Adam! We have sent down to you 
raiments wherewith to cover your nakedness, 
and splendid garments wherewith to cover 
your nakedness; but the raiment of piety -
this is best." (7:26) 

the raiments represent knowledge, the splendid gar
ments truth, and the raiment of piety modesty. 

AI-Zubayr ibn-abi-Bakr said: "My father had 
written me while I was in Al-Iraq saying, Go after 
knowledge; should you become poor it will be your 
wealth, and should you become rich it will be your 
embellishment." He also said: "Sit in the company of 
the learned and keep close to them, for verily Allah 
quickens the hearts with the light of wisdom as he 
refreshes the earth with the rain off heaven". 

What does the term 'youth' mean? 
Youth refers to the period between childhood and 
adulthood, when nature provides all human beings 
with physiological and emotional reinforcements to 
carry out their roles of adulthood. Changes in the 
physical, the emotional and the intellectual, are or
dained by Allah and are regulated by nature. They are 
basically not within human control. 

The first and foremost responsibility that Islam 
imposes upon the parents and guardians is to educate 
their children and to enrich them with knowledge and 
culture, enable their minds to concentrate, acquaint 
them with the nature of things and instill in them the 
spirit of research and the power of making decisions, 
so that they may have sound perception and under
standing. This is how the growth of inborn capacities 
of the child is fostered, how their intelligence mani
fests itself and how their reasoning faculty is deve
loped. 
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It is necessary to be honest in our dealings with 
the children and youth. They trust us, and our words 
mean truth to them. However, if this confidence is 
shaken by a misrepresentation of facts that can be 
verified by the child, we may lose his or her trust in 
us. The result is absence of a healthy and beautiful 
relationship between the parent and the child, which 
vitiates all parental guidance and influence. The par
ents should not let their ego stand between them and 
their children. They should accept their mistakes and 
cease violating the injunctions of Islam. 

All praise to Allah, that Muslims have been 
blessed with a religion which specifies roles with 
guidelines to the creation of an ideal society, wherein 
the needs of all its members are taken care of; a 
society whose collective and individual aim is to 
surrender to the Will of Allah, Who is the Creator 
and the Provider of all, and Who cares for the needs 
of all His creations. 

It is important to note that life is relatively short
lived, and all stages in life are temporarily arranged 
through which individuals have to pass. Life is also 
a cyclic phenomenon: a child who is helpless at birth 
needs love, care, attention, and protection; he or she 
gains strength slowly as the parents lose theirs: 

"And We cause whom We will to rest in the 
wombs for an appointed term, then do We 
bring you out as babes, then (foster you) that 
you may reach your age of ful l  strength; and 
some of you are called to die and some are 
sent back to the feeblest old age, so that they 
know nothing after having known (much) ." 
(22:5) 

Let me share some statistics with you as researched by 
Benjamin S. Bloom and see if Islam confirms these: 

I .  Boys gain 54 per cent of their mature height 
between conception and age 3, another 32 per cent 
between ages 3 and 1 2, only 14  per cent between 1 4  
and 1 8. 

2. Development of general intelligence (as mea
sured at age 1 7  for both boys and girls), about 50 
percent of development takes place between concep
tion and age 4, about 30 per cent between 4 and 8, 
and about 20 percent between 8 and 1 7. 

3. As for vocabulary development, reading comp
rehension, and general school achievement, 33 per 
cent of the skills attained at age 1 8  develop between 
birth and age 6, 42 per cent between ages 6 and 1 3, 
and 25 per cent between ages 1 3  and 1 8. 
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4. In the area of personality, by comparing indi
viduals on relative scales at two different ages, one 
finds that 50 per cent of the aggressiveness that males 
show at age 1 8  or 20 has developed by age 3, and 
that 50 per cent of passivity that females exhibit at 
age 18 or 20 has developed by age 4. 

For children in general the time to worry about 
academic failure in high school, or about social beha
vior at twenty, is not when they are in eight grade -
or like most Muslim countries they start worrying 
about the girl when she reaches puberty - for by 
then the children have developed about 75 per cent of 
whatever skills, personality, and traits they will have 
in the normal course of their development. The 
worries should be at a time of life when children can 
best use the opportunity - that is, between the ages 
of 2 and 6. 

Islamic standpoint 
An of the just-mentioned biological and psycho
logical findings were established though the Quran by 
Anah, Who said in Sura Nahl (chapter, The Bee) of
the Quran: 

"It is He Who brought you forth from the 
wombs of your mothers when you knew 
nothing; and He gave you hearing and sight 
and intelligence and affection: that you may 
give thanks (to Allah)." (16:78) 

Allah, be He glorified, gave us our instincts to facili
tate our existence, and our souls through which we 
differ individually and therefore differ in our respon
sibilities toward Him: 

"By the soul, and the proportion and order 
given to it; and its enlightenment as to its 
wrong and its right; truly he succeeds that 
purifies it, and he fails that corrupts it." 
(91 :7-10) 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) also said to Wabisah, 
when he asked him about al-bir wa al-ithm (i.e.,
What is the good and what is the bad): 

"Consult your own soul: to be reverent is what 
the soul and heart feel serenity with. And to be 
irreverent is what intrigues in the soul and the 
hesitation in the mind even if the people justi
fied it for you." 

The Western system of education aims at helping the 
child unfold his or her potentialities. It fosters scien
tific thinking, develops critical analysis, and trains 
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children in clarity of thought and purposive action, 
theoreticany at least. Twelve years of rigorous schoo
ling enables the youth to attain at least some of these 
goals to varying degrees in the materialistic aspects 
of life. Our aim should be to provide spiritual dimen
sion to the materialistic way of life - to develop the 
potential of human intelligence so that our children 
are able to realize their responsibilities and make the 
right kind of decisions. 

If receiving an education means the acquisition of 
knowledge that makes a Muslim (or anyone else) 
perfect in an its aspects including the spiritual, intel
lectual, physical and moral aspects then receiving an 
education is an essential duty. In short it is the 
essential duty for all classes of people to acquire 
knowledge according to necessity. 

Whatever role a woman is to play, whether a wife 
and mother or a career woman whose work is outside 
the home (or both), she needs knowledge. Seeking 
knowledge is a duty on an Muslims, male and 
female, so there is no excuse for denying Muslim 
girls and women an education. 

The rights and responsibilities of a woman are 
equal to those of a man but they are not necessarily 
identical with them. The fact that Islam gives her 
equal rights, but not identical, shows that it takes her 
into due consideration, acknowledges her, and recog
nizes her independent personality. 

Women are recognized by Islam as fun and equal 
partners of man in the procreation of humankind. To 
this equal partnership in the reproduction of human 
kind Allah's Book says: 

"O mankind! Verily We have created you from 
a single (pair) of a male and a female and 
made you into nations and tribes that you may 
know each other." (The Quran, 49: 13) 

She is equal to man in bearing personal and common 
responsibilities and in receiving rewards for her 
deeds. She is acknowledged as an independent per
sonality, in possession of human qualities and worthy 
of spiritual aspirations. 

She is equal to man in the pursuit of education and 
knowledge. When Islam enjoins the seeking of know
ledge upon Muslims, it makes no distinction between 
man and woman. Muhammad (pbuh) declared that the
pursuit of knowledge is incumbent on every Muslim 
male and female. This declaration was very clear and 
was implemented by the early Muslims. 
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She is entitled to freedom of expression as much 
as man is. Her sound opinions are to be taken into 
consideration and cannot be disregarded just because 
she happens to belong to the female sex. 

It is reported in the Quran and history that women 
not only expressed their opinions freely but also 
argued and participated in serious discussions with the 
Prophet (pbuh) as well as with other Muslim leaders: 

"Allah has indeed heard (and accepted) the 
statement of the woman who pleads with thee 
concerning her husband and carries her comp
laint (in prayer) to Allah; and Allah (always) 
hears the arguments between both sides among 
you, for Allah hears and sees (all things)." 
(58 : 1 )  

Besides, there were occasions when Muslim women 
expressed their views on legislative matters of public 
interest, and stood in opposition to the caliphs, who 
then accepted the sound arguments of these women. 
A specific example took place during the caliphate of 
Umar ibn al-Khattab. 

When Caliph Umar forbade the mixing of a high 
mehr (dowry) for women taken in marriage, an old 
woman corrected him by saying: .. 0 son of Khattab, 
when the Prophet did not do this, how can you? 
Allah gives this right to us and you forbid it". An� 
then she recited the verse of the Holy Quran: "And 1f 
you have given any of these women heaps of gold, 
don't take anything of it back". Umar admitted pub
licly that he was wrong, and corrected himself, say
ing: "The women of Medina have more under
standing than Umar". The Caliph realized the truth of 
her words and withdrew his suggestion. 

The Prophet's traditions encourage the Muslims to 
care for the good upbringing and education of 
women, and for their well-being in general: 

"The best of you is one who is best towards 
his family and I am best towards my family." 
(At-Tirmizi) 

"None but a noble man treats women in an 
honorable manner, and none but an ignoble 
treats women disgracefully." (At-Tirmizi) 

In the early days of Islam women enjoyed great 
influence in Muslim society. Historical records show 
that women participated in public life with the early 
Muslims, especially in times of emergencies. Women 
used to accompany the Muslims armies engaged in 
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battles to nurse the wounded, prepare supplies, serve 
the warriors. 

This is in accordance with the example of the 
early Muslims women. Even the Prophets's wives 
were well-known for their skills in various fields. 
Ayeshah's eminence as a scholar and transmitter of 
Hadith; another wife of the Prophet, Sawdah, was 
expert in tanning and practised her craft. The trading 
activities of Khadijah, the Prophet's first wife, are 
well-known. Some of the women had medical and 
surgical skills and were able to tend the wounded on 
the battlefield. One of the Prophet' s wives, Hafsa bint 
Umar ibn-al-Khattab, used to learn writing from a 
woman named Safiyyah. When the Prophet contracted 
her in marriage he asked Safiyyah to teach her 
calligraphy as she used to do before. 

From this we can see that Islam allows women to 
work outside the home, and regards them as capable 
at every intellectual and practical level within Islamic 
limits. However, as Muslims women in a non-Muslim 
society you should be careful that whatever job or 
career you choose will not lead you to transgress 
Islamic limits. 

Keep in mind that the decline of the Muslim 
Ummah began from the time when Muslim men learnt 
from the non-Muslims to look upon women as merely 
drudges, house-servants, as toys for men's play and 
instruments of lust, to be jealously kept immune 
within the four walls of the house, not even allowed 
to enjoy the sunshine and fresh air of gardens. 

Woman as an individual has the same power of 
feeling, sentiment and emotions as a man. Women 
are susceptible to the joys and sorrows of this world 
to the same extent as men. If we as men could know
the feelings of many millions of women you would 
find they are miserable because they never had fair 
opportunity given to them. 

They have a right to demand that the gifts which 
have been bestowed upon them by Allah should not 
be arbitrarily taken away simply because they are 
called women, and that they should be shut out from 
what is good and great in this world. 

Among the uneducated Muslims, women are 
treated as puppets and they do not live for themselves 
but for their autocratic men of unlimited power. 

The rightly-guided and correct thinking Muslims 
will surely admit that education is that which deve
lops the mental faculties and serves to maintain 
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discipline. Right education is disinterested and it 
brings up the woman for her own sake and for the 
sake of her nation and country. For a nation to be 
brave. true and noble, its women should be taught so 
first. The destiny of a nation lies far more in the 
hands of women, since within the house the power of 
the mother reigns supreme in many spheres, and 
though they may be weak individually they are strong 
collectively. 

The Holy Prophet enjoined great respect and 
tenderness towards women. ..Paradise is under the 
feet of the mother", he said. That is to say. the 
mother is worthy of paradise, she shall bring up her 
children so that they may become good Muslims. 
cultured, noble, gentle, law-abiding and responsible 
citizens and important units of society in their future 
lives. This shows how much Prophet Muhammad 
realized the importance of good and educated 
mothers. 

We must care for women who are the educators of 
the human race if we desire our future generation to 
accomplish its work. Our young men should 
determine to see the women of their community as 
more than the progenitors of children. Those who 
oppose the education of women are not the friends of 
humanity but are wicked enemies of the human race 
at large wherever they may be. 

Our Holy Prophet has said that: 

.. Whoever does good to girls will be saved 
from hell-fire." 

With his last breath on his death-bed he exhorted the 
Muslims to be kind and considerate to their women
folk. 

According to our Shariat, a Muslim woman is
entitled to a thorough education like her brother. She 
is entitled to be elected to all those public offices 
which were regarded as the monopoly of man. 

Verses of the Holy Quran bear clear testimony to 
the fact that men and women equally deserve the 
reward to be had in this life and life in the hereafter: 

.. Allah says: Never will I suffer to be lost the 
work of any of you, be he male or female: 
You proceed one from another. So those who 
have left their homes, and were driven out 
therefrom, and suffered harm in My Cause, 
and fought and were slain - Verily, I will 
blot out from them their iniquities, and admit 
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them into Gardens with rivers flowing beneath 
- a reward from the presence of Allah, and
from His presence is the best reward." (3: 194)

''And whoever does good deeds, whether male 
or female, and he or she is a believer - these 
will enter the garden, and not the least 
injustice will be done to them." (4: 1 24) 

A woman called on the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
and said to him that men had learnt all his edicts and 
that he should appoint a day for the women also so 
that they may come to him and learn what Allah had 
imparted to him. The Prophet accordingly appointed 
a day for the women to assemble to receive religious 
instructions and the Prophet on that day taught the 
injunctions he received from Allah. 

It was the effect of the many verses and traditions 
that not only during the Prophet's life-time but also 
for ages thereafter the Muslims took pleasure in 
teaching of the various branches of knowledge of the 
universe. It was a popular activity among the early 
Muslims. both men and women. They regarded the 
acquisition of the knowledge of every useful branch 
of learning as a duty. 

From all this it can be seen that Islam enjoins 
upon women also to learn useful arts and academic 
subjects. The history of Islam bears it out that women 
rose to a very high academic cultural position during 
the early days of Islam. Many Muslim women 
attained a very high position of deep and extensive 
learning and scholarship. Some of them taught even 
great jurists and renowned Ulama like Imam Shafiee 
and Imam Bukhari. These examples bear clear 
testimony to the importance attached in Islam to 
learning, development of intellectual potentialities 
and furtherance of culture. 

As parents we need to bring about a generation 
from our very young boys and girls who can 
regenerate the Islamic society as taught by all the 
prophets of Allah. We need an early start which will 
enshrine the Islamic way of life in the hearts and 
minds of these youngsters. These youngsters are the 
future men and women who will be free of frus
tration, hatred, and inferiority. 

The most important point for raising the position 
of the Muslims in the world today to the highest level 
of progress is the education of our girls and the resto
ration of our Muslim women with all those rights 
which are given to them by our Shariat. ■
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Lessons in the Quran - 4 

Translation of Mr. N. A. Faruqui 's 
book Mu 'iirif-ul-Qur' iin 

translated by Dr. Mohammad Ahmad, Ohio 

Al-Fatil,ah 

Attributes of Allah are Infinite 
In my previous lesson, I have briefly discussed the vast 
and comprehensive meaning of the verse, " All praise 
is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds." I would like 
to add that the attributes of Allah are infinite, and for 
this reason they have not been enumerated in this 
verse. As mankind takes advantage of His Rabubiyat, 
(attribute of nurturing unto perfection) and progresses 
down the spiritual pathway, he becomes more aware of 
His hasn (excellence), and benefits from His /hsan 
(goodness). His excellence being His attributes, and 
goodness being the benefits given to His creation as a 
result of these. Lord of the worlds (Rab-bil 'aa-la
meen) indicates that His nunuring unto perfection 
(Rabubiyat) is not limited to this world, but will go on 
in the Hereafter where man is to continue spiritual 
progress, and advance his knowledge of Allah's 
attributes. Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Mujaddid 
(Reformer) of the 14th century Hijra, highlights this in 
one of his writings: "Since Allah's excellence and 
attributes are unbounded, the spiritual progress of man 
is infinite." Glory be to Allah and all praise is His; 
glory be to Allah, the most High. 

Four Basic Attributes of Allah 
Out of the limitless excellence or attributes of Allah 
we have been given knowledge of only four in this 
chapter: Rab-bil 'aa-la-meen (Lord of the worlds, 
One who nurtures unto perfection), Al-Rahman (the 
Beneficent), Al-Raheem (the Merciful), and Maa-li-ki
yaw-mid-deen (Master of the Day of Requital). These 
four basic attributes of Allah are the ones that benefit 
His creation in this world. 

Rabubiyat (nurturing unto perfection) is the 
attribute whereby, after creating, He develops by 
stages all His creation to perfection, within its limi
tations. 

Rahmaniyat (Beneficence) is the attribute which 
provides for all His creation the essential means to 
reach the stage of perfection, most of these provisions 
being made before bringing it into existence. 
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Raheemiyat (Mercy) is the attribute which rewards 
exceedingly those who utilize these means. 

Maa-la-ki yaw-mid-deen (Master of the day of 
Requital) is the attribute as a result of which punitive 
measures are taken against those who do not utilize 
the means provided, or break and disobey the laws of 
Allah. This is to maintain law and order in the uni

verse, so that suitable conditions remain for the crea
tion to advance to its stage of perfection. 

Lord of the Worlds 
I would like to make one additional comment; the 
word 'aa-la-meen (worlds) stands not only for the 
whole universe, but for all of the creation in it, and all 
of mankind. In this way the Holy Quran has presented 
a unique concept of the Divine Being; unlike previous 
religions where this concept is either of a stone idol, an 
animal such as a cow, inanimate objects like the fire, 
or heavenly bodies. Those making a little progress 
declared a weak human being as god, or came up with 
a national or tribal deity such as 'god of Israel' or "god 
of the Aryan nation.' The Holy Quran declares the 
Divine Being as Rab-bil 'aa-la-meen (Lord of the 
worlds), i .e. One and Only God for all creation and all 
nations. There cannot be a better conception of the 
Divine Being than this. The idea of a national god led 
to divisions and dissension in the human race and 
promoted the idea of racial supremacy. The principle 
of One God for all humanity was advanced by the 
Holy Quran at a time when no other nation believed in 
it. They all considered themselves superior to others. 
Even within nations like the Hindus of India, there 
existed class differences between various castes of 
Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishas and Sudras. These 
divisions eventually became part of organized religion. 
Prophets came to all nations for their guidance; 
however, they erroneously accepted their own prophets 
as the only truthful ones and rejected all others, lead
ing to further polarization of the human race and at 
times even to warfare. The Holy Quran declared pro
phets of all nations to be from Allah, and announced 
that Prophet Muhammad was a guide to all nations: 

"Say, 0 mankind, surely I am the Messenger 
of Allah to you all." (7: 158) 

Thus the foundation to unite all humanity under one 
banner was laid down, by Allah sending Holy 
Prophet Muhammad as a messenger for all mankind. 
He is also the Khatam-an-Nabiyyin (33:40), the seal 
and end of all prophets, so that other prophets could 
not come after him to erode the unity of the human 
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race. Glory be to Allah, all praise is His; Glory be to 
Allah, the most High. 

It is essential to focus attention on another aspect of 
the words, "All praise is due to Allah." It directs 
mankind to recognize Allah by His attributes. Some
one may think that visual observation is necessary to 
recognize things in this world. Science, however, has 
now confirmed that the true state of matter can only be 
known by becoming aware of its properties. If matter, 
which is creation, has to undergo such scrutiny for its 
nature to be understood, then Allah Who is the Creator 
can only be recognized through His attributes. 

It is interesting to note that the word Rabb (Lord) 
and not Khaliq (Creator) was used in the verse under 
discussion. Further on in the Holy Quran it is clearly 
stated that Allah is 'The Creator of all things" 
(6: 102). The word Rabb (Lord) not only conveys the 
meaning of One Who creates, but also of the One 
Who gradually advances His creation to the stage of 
perfect development. Great wisdom underlies the use 
of this word in the present context. For example, an 
atheist or argumentative person could say that since 
no one has observed the first creation, how could one 
say with certainty that there is a Creator? Although 
this is an absurd objection, the word Rabb (One Who 
nourishes unto perfection) provides a very satis
factory answer to it. It is true that we have not 
observed our initial creation, however we witness 
everyday in our lives the manifestation of this Divine 
attribute. We witness every single creation evolving 
from a lower to a higher stage. If we think about our 
own creation, we notice how the nutrient substances 
derived from the earth are utilized by our bodies to 
form the germ cell. The astonishing complexities of 
this cell are still being discovered by science today. 
In all human beings, it develops in the womb of the 
mother to form the amazing human body. This highly 
developed creation and its organization astounds 
those scientists who have investigated its develop
ment. From the stage of infancy and helplessness, the 
human child progresses to the stage of youthful vigor 
and vitality. Who is responsible for this gradual deve
lopment from the lower to the higher stage? Isn't the 
birth and development of the human species, in fact 
all of creation in a similar manner, very strong proof 
for the existence of a Creator (Khaliq) and One Who 
nourishes unto perfection (Rabb)? The evidence for 
the existence and the Unity of the Divine Being 
presented in this attribute of Allah cannot, therefore, 
be denied by a fair-minded atheist. In the days when 
most scientists were leaning towards atheism, an inci-
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dent regarding one of them is thus related. While 
observing the development of the embryo in an egg 
he exclaimed, "As if some God were making it!" 

Today the oneness of all creation, its subordination 
and progression under one universal law has clearly 
been proven by scientific discovery. While studying 
this amazing and powerful universe, the words, "All 
praise is for Allah the Lord of the worlds," are uttered 
spontaneously by the contemplating soul. 

The Beneficent, the Merciful 

Physical creation and this worldly existence are only 
the first stage of human development. "Lord of the 
worlds" (Rab-bil- 'aalameen) also implies that there 
are other worlds beyond this one, created by our 
Rabb (One who nurtures us unto perfection), and He 
will carry us there to complete our ongoing spiritual 
development. His beneficence (the attribute of being 
Al-Rahman) has created the means for our physical 
development, without any effort on our part. He has 
likewise made the provision for our spiritual develop
ment from the lower to the higher stages by revealing 
the Holy Quran. To emphasize this fact, the verse 
"All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the worlds" is 
followed by: "The Beneficent the Merciful." This is 
further clarified by: 

"The Beneficent (Al-Rahman) taught the 
Quran." (55: 1 -2) 

Whoever acts upon this guidance, Allah is Merciful 
(Raheem) towards him and rewards him manifold. The 
Holy Quran refers to this: "And He is ever Merciful to 
the believers" (33:43). The real reward for the believer 
is in the world Hereafter where he resides forever; the 
reward of this life ending with his death. 

The verse Ar-Rahman nir-Raheem (the Beneficent, 
the Merciful) also tells us that the Mercy of Allah 
works forus before every event. Its blessing, however, 
continues with us if we utilize His benevolence, the 
greatest of which is the Holy Quran. In other words, 
the mercy of Allah does not end with manifestation of 
Divine beneficence, but for the ones availing His gui
dance, it is further stimulated, and produces the 'para
dise of the heart,' or the peace and serenity in the mind 
of the spiritual wayfarer. It assumes a more permanent, 
apparent and palpable form for him in the life Here
after. With a tranquil mind, a person remains satisfied 
under all circumstances; however, with loss of mental 
satisfaction, even the greatest luxuries of this life 
cannot off er any comfort. Do not therefore consider 
the paradise of the heart in this life as insignificant. ■ 
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