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The late Mr. N. E. B. Ezra 

It is with a sense of profound sorrow that we 
record the sudden death, of heart failure, of 
Mr. N. E. B. Ezra, editor of the Israel Messenger 
of Shanghai. Mr. Ezra was a. man of mo~t 
catholic views and broad sympathies and threw m 
the whole weight of his pen on the side of rap
J,roaohment between Islam and Judaism. Only in 
one of the recent-most issues of his paper he had 
suggested that Jewish Rabbis might with advant· 
age take their texts for sermons from the Holy 
Quran. In the late_st iss~e which is the last_ product 
of his pen and which brmgs the news of his death, 
he courageously re-affirms that view, in reply ~o a 
Jewish co~responde?t . who could not appreciate 
bis suggestion. Thts 1s what he tells his corres
pondent:-

"Our correspondent. would do well to pur
chase a copy of the Quran and ascertain for 
himself the spiritual truths which lie embedded 
therein. We believe the finest trsnsl~tion 
thereof is by Maulana Muhammad Ah of 
Lahore. The Quran stresses admirably the 
Unity of God a~d His attributes, It_ also 
emphasises the u01ty of the human race in the 
same manner as the aucient prophet of Israel 
had stressed. " Have we not all one Father, 
bath not one God created us r" was taught by 
Malachi. Maulana Ali in his introduction to 
the Quran says, " The Quran never speaks of 
the Lord of the Arabs or the Lord of the 
Muslims. The God of ,he Quran is the Lord 
of the worlds. The Lord of the heavens and 
the earth the Lord of the easts and the wests 
He is the' Lord of the Muslims as well a_s the 
non-Muslims, the Lord even of the enemies of 
the Muslims." The foregoing is aptly summed 
up by the phrase in the Jewish Bible when 
Father Abraham pleaded for the city of Sodom, 

" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?" "Judge of all the earth " and not 
the judge of any particular denomination. In 
Rabbinic phrase it amounts to saying "Ribbon 
Ha O'amin," or later in Arabic formula "Rab 
ii Alamin."......... We need Muhammad to• 
day as much as the world needed him thirteen 
centuries ago ! Here is another passage from 
the Quran, Section 6, " God is He Who 
created you from a state of weakness, then He 
gave strength after weakness, then ordained 
weakness and hoary hair after strength ; He 
creates what He pleases, and He is the Know• 
ing, the Powerful." We can cite such pas
sages by the dozens and we hold that no 
Jewish preacher will violate his scruples by 
pondering upon such verses lifted from the 
Quran. Muhammad's contact with the Jews 
and vice versa, had created unity of idea and 
ideals. Both bad fraternised closely, although 
it is to be regretted that friction arose between 
them which drove them apart. On the whole, 
it is unwise to stress points of minor disagree• 
ments at the expense of truth and spirituality. 
Jews must be proud of the teachings that are 
embodied in the Quran, since they have contri
buted not a little in the moulding of the 
spiritual truths which the founder of Islam had 
propagated. . . • • . . Jews would do well to 
study it (the Quran)and possess it as a source 
of spiritual import in their homes, libraries and 
colleges." 

Men with such breadth of vision and uni• 
versality of sympathies belong, in fact, to the 
whole of humanity and Mr. Ezra's death should 
any day be the loss of the whole of human society. 
At this particular hour, however, when Jewish
Mu,lim relations are so strained over the question 
of Palestine, and men of his wholesome influence 
were never in greater demand, his death is 
nothing short of a calamity. Our deepest sympathies 
go ont to the bereaved family. Though no more in 
the flesh, Mr. Ezra will still live in the spirit in the 
pages of the Israel Messenger which, let us hope~ 
will hold aloft the torch of toleration and human 
sympathies which its illustrious founder-editor kept 
burning in such brilliance till the very end of his 
life. May his soul rest in peace I 
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Ex-Kine and the Church 
It is by now abundantly clear that there was 

no love lost between King Edward and the Church, 
that in fact, his revolt against the Church was one 
cause that led to his abdication. They Holy 
Communion which consists in partaking of lilonr 
and bread as symbolizing Jesus' blood and tlesh is 
one of the main rites at the coronation of the 
King of England. The ex-King however could not 
reconcile his conscience to what he considered 
to be a relic of superstition and refused point-
blank to submit to any such thing at 
his forthcoming coronation. This led to the 
homily which the Bishop of Bradford (Dr. Bluill) 
read to the King He saw in the King's revolt 
against the Church a further loosening of the hold 
of the Clwrch on the people in general. And hence 
bis warning :-

" There never was a clearer need than there 
is at present for a great rally to religion. The 
world is torn by conflicting tendencies, some 
of which are overtly, while others are covertly, 
anti-religious. No Christian man can really 
be comfortable as to the attitude towards 
religion which is being displayed by the rulers 
of various European States. And the threat of 
national or international disturbance never 
seems to grow less pressing. Our civilisation 
is in a toterring and unstable condition which 
forces us to wonder whether it may not even 
yet perish of internal combustion.'' 

Though the Church triumphed for the time 
being and the King abdicated, the " mischief " had 
been done and the hold of the Church on the mass 
mind, as apprehended, badly shaken. To counteract 
this effect, the Archbishop of Canterbury had to 
give a radio talk to the nation soon after the 
abdication in which he said :-

" Edward the Eighth received from God a 
high and sacred trust. With characteristic 
frankness he has told us his motive for surren
dering that trust. It is a craving for private 
happiness. Strange and sad it must be that 
for such a motive, hoNever strongly it pressed 
upon his heart, he should have disappointed 
hopes so high and abandoned a trust so great. 

" Even more strange and sad that he should 
have sought his happiness in a manner incon
sistent with the Christian principles of marriage 
and within a social circle whose standards and 
ways of liie are alien to all the best instincts 
and traditions of his people. Yet those who 
belong to his sircle know to day that they stand 
rebuked by the judgment of the nation which 
loved King Ed ward. 

"How c;i.n we forget the high hopes and pro
mise of King Ed ward's youth, the genuineness 
of his care for the poor and the unemployed, 
his eager service both at home and across 
the seas? It is rememberance of these things 
that ~vrings from our hearts the cry-' The 
pity of it, oh, the pity of it.' " 

This was soon followed by another radio talk 
by the same dignitarv 'as the chief representative 
of Christian life' in the Empire, as he styled him
self. But all this seems to have only lowered the 
Church in popular esteem. It was interpreted as 

adding insult to injury. That is the feeling expres
sed in Mr. Lloyd George's Christmas greetings 
to the ex-King:-

"Best Christmas greeting from an old Minis
ter of the Crown who holds you in his high 
esteem as ever and regards you with deeper 
loyal affection; deplol'es the shabby and stu
pid treatment accorded to yon : resents the 
mean and nnchivalrons attack upon yo11; and 
regrets the loss sustained by the British 
Empire of a monarch who sympathised with 
the lowest of his subjects." 

• * * * 
Islam needs Reform-Says Maulana Azad 

In the course of his 'Id ser111on at the 
;\laidan, Citlcutta, Manlana Abu) Kalam Azad 
discussed the two contending forces that 
disturb the present-day world. There are those 
who admit that there is something wrong with 
present social order and it needs overhauling. 
This is the "rdormist" School. There are others, 
however, who believe that the present fabric of 
society is rotten to the core and hence no patch
work would do. The present structure must be 
pulled down and a new one erected instead. 
This is the " revolutionary" school. Coming 
to Islam, the Maulana opinas that Islam needs just 
reform, no revolution :-

" What is the problem of Islam to-day? 
Does it need reform or revolution ? As a man 
who has closely watched almost all the phases of 
activity of the Muslims of India for a long time I 
can say \\ ithout the least doubt that Islam does ;ot 
require revolution. It requires reform. The 
heart of Islam is pure and its foundation is still 
strong. Other religions, confronted with the forces 
of the modern world, are finding themselves 
bankrupt in dealing with them. It is not strange 
if they have turned revolutionary. Perhaps they 
may be justified in doing so. But with Islam the 
matter is quite different. It is built on a well-knit 
social code. In fact it was the first among the 
religions of the world to emphasise on social 
justice as a part of religious belief. Therefore it 
need not be afraid of the avalanche of modern 
tr•ought. It should rather welcome it, for the 
emphasis on social justice so ingrained i11 Islam 
is the keynote of the modern world. What Islam 
requires to·day is not the changing of its course 
but just the trimming of its sails.'' 

This is exactly what this movement stands 
for. Islam is intact. Its principles and teachings 
are perfect. The hand of the M ulla, however, has 
disfigured those teachings. All that is needed is 
to restore them in their purity or to use the 
expression of the Maulana, Islam needs "just the 
trimming of its sails" That is exactly what is 
provided for in the well known Hadith of the 
Mujaddid which says : 

"Of a certainty, God will rai~e for this 
ummat (Muslims) at the openiug of every new 
century one who will restore for it its faith in 
its original purity." 

This is a Hadith on whose authenticity all 
Hadith authorities are unanimous. It should 

(See page 4) 
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every member must take stock of his earn
ings and set aside the prescribed portion 
for the cause of Islam. That portion he 

; does not at all consider as part of his in-
come and he is anxious to get rid of it at 

Friday, Januar, 8, 19.17 

J the earliest moment. The minimum rate 
fixed is one-sixteenth of income, but there 

_ are many who pay one-tenth. Not only 
sacrifice, therefore, but su.stain,J<l sacrifice 

A Kafir 's Legacy 
Work speaks louder than words. Those 

who in . season and out of season, throw 
mud on this Movement would have done 
well to have attended the Anniversary 
gathering of this Anjuman during the last 
Christmas week, to feel ashamed of their 
opposition. 

We will not describe the lectures deli
vered nor the beautiful exposition of Islam 
given, nor yet the enthusiasm that prevailed. 
That after all is no true index to the inner 
worth of an individual or society. It is an 
art and any cheat can sing the praises of 
Islam and the Prophet. Faith means life, 
not tall talk. Personal sacrifice therefore 
is the one and only acid test of faith. And 
judged by this test, the Lahore Ahmadiya 
Movement stands unique throughout the 
world of Islam. We do not say so in any 
light-hearted vein and we hate exaggera
tions. We say so with all sense of respon
sibility and we are prepared to join issue 
with anyone who should care to contradict 
our assertion. There is no other society 
throughout the world of Islam which can 
show so much personal sacrifice and as 
much record of service in the cause of 
Islam, proportionate to its numerical 
strength, in the cause of Islam. 

As a rule, a member of this Movement 
never feels so happy as when he feels his 
pocket to part with his well-earned cash 
for the glory of Islam and the Prophet. 
And the anniversary was once more 
an exhibition of this wonderful spirit of 
self-sacrifice. In fact joining this 
Movement means just one thing-spending 
for the advancement of Islam. If a 
member ceases to spend, by the rules 
of the society he ceases to be a member 
of the society. For it is a society 
of fighters in the cause of Islam and 
a- soldier who would not fight ceases to be 
a soldier. 

This pecuniary sacrifice is the distinguish
ing feature of this movement but it must be 
noted that it is no momentary outburst of 
enthusiasm. It is a cool calculated affair 
and a life routine. Month in and month out, 

in the cause of Islam is the badge o( this 
movement. 

And herein lies its strength as 
well as its distinction. vVhile movement 
after movement has come and gone 
during the last half a century, within the 
House of Islam in India, like a feeble 
ripple on the surface of a lake tl1at rises 
and soon disappears, this movement goes 
strong from ck1y to day. These move• 
ments, be it noted, were popu.lar movements 
which went with the tide. But this move• 
ment meets with the bitterest opposition 
at each step. What is it that still sustains 
it and carries it along with added vigour 
and vitality ? It is surely a question which 
no thoughtful man can ignore. It is the 
bed-rock of faith in the living God of the 
Quran and in the truth of that greatest of 
DivineLights, the HolyProphet Muhammad, 
which nourishes the springs of this move
ment and that is where all this marvellous 
strength and vitality comes from. 

As we said, the last anniversary came 
once more as a wonderful demonstration 
of that spirit of sacrifice. As if refusing 
to give way to exhaustion in the cause of 
Islam, when on the top of that monthly 
tax of one anna per rupee and many 
another contribution towards various things 
that crop up during the course of the year, 
Maulana Muhammad Ali made an appeal 
for the establishment of a Permanent 
Fund, eager announcements were heard 
from all sides and in half an hour· 
there was a pretty long list-K. B. 
Mian Ghulam Rasul headirg the list 
with Rs. 12,000 and Maulana Muhammad 
Ali himself following suit with Rs. 5,000, 
the one-tenth and one-fifth of the property 
of each, respectively. For a handful of 
men, not exceeding a few hundred, to make 
up a figure of about a lac in half an hour is 
certaiqly n9 joke. The minimum rate 
fixed for participation in this fund was one. 
tenth of the whole of one's property. 

Is there no food for thought in all this for· 
foe detractors of this movement, for those 
who are out to injure this movement ? Is it 
not plain logic that in injuring this move• 
ment they are unwittingly injuring Islam ; 
for the whole of the force which this move• 
ment has engendered goes to one and just 
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Muhammad am I drunk. By God I 
If this is heresy I am the wrost of 
heretic·s." 

one cause-the advanc.ement of Islam. Such ' 
rnen are only false friends of Islam and in 
weakening this movement they only weaken 
the various activities in the cause of Islam. 1

--------------------

0f such activities there is the magni!iccnt ( Continued, from page 2) 
Mosque in Berlin whose lofty minaret serve as an additional µroof ot the Divine origin 

of the structure of Islam that such a need was 
proclaims the majesty of the message of foreseen and provided for by the Fcunder himself. 
Islam in the heart of Christendom. This Of late, howtver, there has sprung up a school 
Anjuman maintains this mission at a cost of which, in order merely to have the satisfaction of 
some Rs. 18,000 a year. Then there is the discrediting this Movoment, advocates the rejection 
Islamic mission in Vienna. There are Islamic of this Hadith as unreliable. This is like cutting 
missions in Java and Fiji to stem the tide of the nose to spite the face. The fact, however, 
Christian propaganda. There are transla- remains that the lladith is of unshakeable 
tions of the \,V ord of God, the Holy Quran anthenticity. The history of Islam which records 
into three European languages, English, the appearance of such Reformers (Mujaddids), 
Dutch and German. The first has ruu into century after century, puts a seal of comtirmation 
several editions, the second is going to the on its authenticity. And now on the top of this 

comes the evidence of the hard reali1ies of life 
press for the second edition and the third "'hich also clamour for •· reform " or " the trim-
is ready for the press. Two more Islamic ming of sails," as beautifully put by Maulana Azad. 
missions-one to Holland, the other to Does it contain no food for thought for those "'ho 
Spain-are under contemplation. Now this are out to throw the solemn word of the Prophet 
is certainly something fairly solid and sub- to the winds ? 
stantial-an achievement, which by God's 
grace, has fallen to the lot of this small
perhaps the smallest in the world- band of 
workers. To cripple this movement is to 
cripple these activities, to strengthen its 
hands is to strengthen these activities. The 
choice is plain enough for the man who 
runs to see. He must indeed be a very 
foolish friend of Islam who would weaken 
this movement in any way. On the other 
hand it is the obvious duty of every 
Musalman, a duty which he can not shirk 
with a clear conscience; to do everything in 
his power to strengthen the hands of this 
movement. 

This is all very well, we are told. 
"What you say and do is no doubt a great 
service of Islam. There could be no two 
opinions about that. But ... but what are 
we to do ? The Mullas say the founder of 
your movement was a kafir and so must be 
the whole lot of you." What a sense of 
humour to call the one man who has genera
ted all this unique and undying zeal for Islam 
and the Holy Prophet a kafir ! What a legacy 
for a kafir to leave behind-love of Islam, 
love of the Prophet, sustained day to day 
sacrifice in their cause, Islamic missions in 
Christendom, translations of the Quran into 
European languages, building of mosques in 
the West, undoubtedly the most monu
mental work of the century, as testified by 
western observers and thinkers ? A kafir's 
legacy indeed ! If that is kujr, we had 
better say with the founder himself : 

~~ ~ .-3 ,~-, ~ r.r ..., r; J . 

r J~ ~ f~ I"! ".r.- ~I ju .f 
"After God, with the love of 

* * • 
Future Religion oi Europe 

Under this head-line Begum Sultan Mir 
Amiruddin contributes an illuminating article to 
the Daccan Times of Madras. After discussing 
at length how the ideals of Islam are in perfect 
harmony with the spirit of the modern age and 
its scientific outlook, she welcomes the attempts 
in Muslim lands to purge Islam of its later-day 
Mulla accretions : 

" The trend of events in Muslim countries 
is indicati, e of the fact that they are becoming 
alive to the true purport of their religion. In 
Iran, Turkey and Egypt learned doctors of 
the Sacred Law are demonstrating and proving 
by their research that many hitherto accepted 
doctrines are not prescribed by their religion 
but have been incrustations on it by various 
commentators. Some later exponents of 
Muslim Jurisprudence erred in exalting the 
letter and relegating to a neglected sphere the 
spirit of Islamic doctrines, "'hich accounts for 
the belief current in certain quarters as to the 
static character of Muslim institutions. lt is 
a hopeful sign to see Islamic culture extricating 
itself from the fetters of later accretions and 
trying to recover its heritage. The first flower 
and fruit of this spirit of regeneration is the cry 
of Progress, so sonorous, so insistent throughout 
the ancient land whose emblem is the Lion 
and Sun, namely Iran, and througout Turkey 
and Egypt. Turkey, in particular, is on the 
royal road to progress, not because she is 
devoid of any faith, but by reason of the fact 
that she is imbibing the spirit of her religion." 

* * * 
Turkey and Religion 

The Begum refutes the common misconcep
tion that Turkey is drifting away from Islam; on 
the other hand, she thinks, after seeing things for 
herself, that Turkey is re-discovering the soul of 
Islam. She goes on to say :-

" Her geographical position within the 
bounds of Europe and the political exigencies 
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of the times have been resp·onsible for adoption 
by her of certain European modes and customs 
for the sake of uniformity which may not be 
viewed with approbation. But, it w:1uld he a 
travesty of facts to state that Turkey has freed 
herself from her homage to Islam. A country 
where, during my last travels, I noticed the 
phrase " Ya-Allah" to be on the lips of every 
passer-by, where I found the mosque of !:it. 
Sophia thronged, every Friday, with men and 
women, all devout Muslims, who prayed with 
intense fervour, and where I saw tears trickle 
down the cheeks of women when the Imam in 
stirring terms expounded his sermon in the 
language which they understood, can hardly 
be placed under the category of the Godless. 
In the past, very few translations of the Holy 
Qur,m were available in the Turkish language, 
the necessary sequel of which was that the 
beauty of this book of God remained a my~tery 
to the masses. Such translations abound to
day. Rightly did the King say in Hamlet, 
"Words· without thoughts to Heaven never 
go." The Turkish peasant is now able to 
comµrehend the meaning of prayer; the man
in-.the-street no longer parrot-wise re-iterates 
the verses of the Holy Book but actually 
understands their significance; the mind of the 
modern Turk is not fed on superstitions. He 
realises that Islam is not a mere bundle of 
rites, formulas and dogmas, but a live religion ; 
not an ossified creed but one which is compa
tible with true progress ; not a static system 
but a tremendously vital dynamic force, 
"Islam" says Kemal Ata-Turk, "is another 
word for perpetual activity", and the Maker of 
New Turkey exhorts his countrymen time and 
again to follow the precepts of the Holy 
Prophet." 

• • • 

More Islamic Missions Needed 

Tbe Begum Sahiba concludes With a fervent 
appeal to carry the light of Islam to the West. 
She recognises what has been done in this direc• 
tion by the Woking Mission but one solitary 
Mission can not cope with the need of the times. 
She advocates efforts on a much larger scale :-

" The Renaissance of Islam is awakening in 
Europe a consciousness as to the potentialities 
of this great faith. The religion which bv a 
set oJ practicible commands and injunctions 
aims at the well-being of the human race, 
which embodies all the reforming ideas of 
modern times-social, political and economic, 
a• d which in the words of Mr. Bernard Shaw 
" possesses that assimilating capability to the 
changing phase of existence which can make 
itself :Ippeal to every age", is destined to play 
a notable part in the world of tomorrow. If 
Isl'lm has not already captured the hearts of 
the peoples of the west, it is not because it is 
incapable of appealing to the Occidental mind, 
but by reason of two f 1cts. In the first place, 
interested ecclesiastics in the past have, by a 
plethora of literature, painted in the darkest 
colours the teachings of Muhammad. The 
verdict of later times has, however, exposed 

such calumnies, and this has been nobly 
voiced by Christian writers like Gibbon, 
Goethe and Carlyle, not to speak of the 
modern geniuses, Messrs. Bernar, Shaw and 
H. G. Wells. Secondly, no endeavour bas 
been made on the scale this work demands, 
to clear such misapprehensions and present 
this religion in its true aspects to the peoples 
of Europe. Thanks to the band of workers at 
the Mosque of Woking in England, a great 
deal is being done, though in a limited sphere, 
for the diffusion of knowledge concerning 
Islam The Sun of Islam has already ri,en in 
Europe Whereas a few decades since, not 
a solitary European had acknowledged his alle
giance to this faith, to-day it counts among its 
devotees several hundreds of European men 
and women, eminent in intelligence. Such 
achievements, nevertheless, are far from suffi
cient. If the message of truth is to permeate 
the millions requiring light and guidance. effort 
has to be launched on a much more extensive 
scale. [t is necessary that institutions for 
propagating the ideals of Islam should be 
established in all the great cities of the West. 
If proper steps are taken, and it is presented in 
its true colours, shorn of unessential excrescen
ces, there can be no doubt that Islam will be 
the future religion of Europe." 
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I 
Denling with the reforms of the Wahnbi·King, he 
mention,-d his wideawake and nil round in1ertst in 
the progn:ss of his country, One thit,g \\ hich he 

1

1 
emphasised mostly was the fact that all the:,se re• 
forms and 11.dvancements in the form of the use of 

ID-UL-FITR AT THE BERLIN MOSQUE. 

: n,odern ti::chniqne and industry were advanced and 
guided by a person who is very religious and an 
orthodox Muslim, \\hich gives a proof of the fact 
that Islam is in no way hostile or antagonistic to 
the developement and use of the modern science~, 

Th!! celehrati"n" nf 111-11!-Fitr were held at the ' 
BP-rlin Mosque on T11,.sdny, th,1 15th of Vecf:mber, 
19.ili rlst of Shawwal 1355. A 11.). "hen Muslims 
frnm all parts of the world-,\r:1hia, l ndia, Iran, 
Turkey, T11rkestan, Afghanistan, Iraq. Albania joined 
prayers 11nd th,rnk,giving. The i11vi1ations were 
sent out hy the German Muslim Societ,, In th,. 
Muslim residents of Berlin. It was decided to 
h(1ld the Id prayers exdllsively for the Muslims, 

lf•chrdque nnd industry, etc. 1·he lecture \\ns 
highly appreciated by all those prestnt The 
Imam thanked the lt!lfned speaker for his highly 
edur:ative and thoughtful discourse and e,.p~c1ally 
for his having taken the trouble of coming over to 
Berlin, frcm Erfurt, his residential place. 

The guests were then entertaint<d to tea and 
light refreshments. The \.\hole function \.\hich 
lasted till 1 l P.M. was a great success. 

bnt thH evening part of the festival was made open BEl<LtN. 
to the general public, This part of tile progr;imme 

A CORRESPONDENT, 

was sent to about three h11ndred per~ous- Muslims WII .IT IS 1'ABARRA? 
as well as non-Muslims and publi:1hed in the DEAR Srn,-Mr. Zainul Abdin has, perhaps, 
German dailies. 

been long waiting to see what I have to say after 
The Id prayers were led by Dr. S. M. perusing his two articles published in the JJ,Juslim 

Abdullah, the Imam of the Mosque, who also Review of November and December issues }Sj6. 

delivered the Id Khutbah, In the sermon, the I must admit point-blank that I have not been 
Imam dealt with the three aspects of the Id :- made any wiser, To me both the Ahmadis and 
(i) It is a great day of rejoicing, hence the word Id. the Shias are under misguidance in certain minor 
(ii) The social aspect which is exhibited by points but I don't like to see the two running 
"Sadaqat-ttl-Fitr" and {iii) thanksgiving, hence at each other's throat when they have at their 
the prayers, Furthermore he exhorted the discharge the Isha'at u·ork which is the factor 
Muslims to unity and brotherhood of Islam. His common to them both. I wish Mr. Abedin "'ill 
sermon was profusely annotated with verses refrain henceforth from indulging in such slimy 
from the Holy Quran and the sayings of the Holy things, 
Prophet Muhammad, may the choicest blessings l may be allowed to put in a word or two on 
of God Almighty be upon him. Amin l the alleged missing chapters of the Quran and 

The evening part of the festival to whkh the tabarra. Mr. Abedin in his eagerness to show 
non-Muslims too were admitted, was celebrated in that Shias do not believe the Holy Quran to be 
the big hall of the Mosque. The Imam of the incomplete has wasted a good portion of the 
Mosque opened the meeting with the recitation of article in vilifying you. He quoted three Radith 
the Holy Qt1ran in Arabic, which was, for the to show that the Shias had got the notion from 
benefit of the non-Mnslims. also rendered into the non-Shia personalities. But subsequently the 
German, The President of the German l\luslim , table turned. the non-Shias discarded the thing 
Society, Mr. Hikmar F. Beyer, a German convert 

1

, -in toto whereas the Shias caught the infection. I 
to Islam, could not participate in the function on am told of the various sub-sections among the 
account of the illness of his wife. He however, 1 Shias the most moderate Tafzilia section rejects 
sent his address of welcome which was read out j: the missing theory altogether, they also do not 
by a member of the Society. He was followed by . practise tabarra but only tawalla, (i. e. give 
the speaker of the evening, Dr. H Ellenberg, ; preference to Hazrat Ali). A Shia friend of mine 
teacher of Arabic at the University of Jena told me the other day that this wrong notion is 
(Germany). The learnfd speaker, through his gradually dying away from the other sections. 
travels in the Muslim Orient had gained first-hand And the abominable "principle'' of tabarra· 
knowledge and information about the religion and which bas played the part of a gnlf keeping the 
the people of the East. The snhject of his dis• Shins and the non-Shias in two water-tight 
course was "Ibn Sand and hi~ Kingdom" and was I compartments up to the present day is worth 
dealt with in a most mastt>rly manner. He ~aid I denouncing. God has taught os in the Holy 
that the idea of leadership "Flihrertum·• was found Quran not to disrespect the idol-gods, for the 
not only in the two big nations of Europe like i idolators would disregard our Allah, the Lord 
Germany and Italy, but was also met with in the , of all humanity. Mr. Abedin says, tabarra 
Near East in the person of Mustafa l{emal, now means showering curses on the liars, the 
called Kemal AtaTurk; and in the Middle East in the evil.doers and the usurpers; and the general 
form of rulers like Riza Shah Pahlevi of Iran and idea prevalent among the non-Shias is that the 
Sultan Abdul Aziz ibn Abdurrahman ibn Faisal ibn first three Caliphs are cursed because they are 
Saud in Arabia. The learned ~peaker then des• · condemned as liars, evil-doers and usurpers 
cribed in a most vivid and charming manner the (Naozubillah). A Muslim professor of this place 
victory of Ibn Saud and the establishment of his had been to Lucknow to investigate what this 
Kingdom in the Holy Land of Hijaz and Arabia. ignominious tabarra is, Harrowing were the 

(See page 13)
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The King, Constitution and the Lady 
(By George Bernard Shaw) 

A few years ago, when King George was ill Mr. , 
Bernard Shaw wrote a little phantasy in the form 
of a dialogue between the then Prince of Wale$ 
and one of the King's physicians. He called it 
"The King and the Doctors: an Improbable 
Fiction". 

He now takes up his parable again in "The 
King, the Cnnstitution and the Lady" 

In the Kingdom of the Half Mad, that same 
prince whose difficulties over his father's illness I 
formerly chronicled, succeeded to the throne on 
the death of that same father, and almost at once 
(ound himself in difficulties with his Cabinet and 
with the Church. 

For the new King, though just turned 40, was 
unmarried; and now that he was a King he wanted 
to settle down and set a good example to his 
people by becoming a family man. He needed a 
gentle, soothing sort of wife, because his nerves 
were very sensitive, and the conversation of his 
ministers was often very irritating. 

As it happened he knew a lady who had just 
those qualities. Her name, as well as I can 
remember it, was Mrs. Daisy Bell; and as she 
was an American, she had been married twice 
before and was, therefore, likely to make an 
excellent wife for a King who had never been 
married at all. 

All this seemed natural and proper ; but in 
the country of the Half Mad you never could count 
on anything going off quietly. The Government, 
for instance, would let whole districts fall into ruin 
and destitution without turning a hair, and then 
declare that the end of the world was at hand 
because some foreign dictator had said bluntly 
that there are milestones oo the Dover Road. 

And so the King was not surprised when he 
was suddenly told one day at noon or thereabouts 
that the Archbishop and the Prime Minister had 
called and insisted on seeing him at once. The 
King having spent the morning with Mrs. Bell, 
was in a good humour, so he had them up and 
offered them cocktails and cigars. But they not 
only refused this refreshment quite sternly, but 
exhibited such signs of acute mental disturbance 
that the King had to ask them, with some 
concern what was the matter. 

''How can you ask us, Sir?" said the Prime 
Minister. "The newspapers are full of it. There 
are photographs. We are not spared even the 
lady's little dog. What is your Majesty going to 
do about it ?" 

"Nothing ont of the regular course,'' said the 
King. "I shall be crowned in May; and in April 
I shall marry Daisy." 

"Impossible," the Primer Minister almost 
shrieked. "Madness!" 

"Out of the question," said the Archbishop, 
whose pulpit voice was a triumph of clerical art. 

"You cannot marry this woman." 
"I had rather you called her Mrs. Bell", said 

the King. "Or Daisy, if you prefer it." 
"If I were to officiate at your proposed marriage 

I should have to speak of her as 'this woman,'" 

said the Archbishop ''What is good enough for· 
her in the house of God is good enough for her 
here. But I shall refuse to officiate " 

"And I shall resign," shouted the Prime 
Minister. 

"How awful!'' said the King. "Would it be 
too brutal of me to remind you that there are 
others. Sandy MacLossie will form a King's Party 
for me in no time. The people are behind me. 
You may have to resign in any case long before 
the Coronation." 

"Your taunt does not apply to me,'' Faid the
Archbishop. "The Church will not solemnize an 
unconstitutional marriage." 

"That will get me out of a very grave 
difficulty," said the King. "Religious matters Are 
not so simple for me as they were for William the 
Conqueror, of whose death some of you don't 
seem to hAve yet heard. William had only a 
handful of adventurers to consider, all Christians, 
and Christians of one sort. I have to consider 
lour hundred and ninety-five millions-- call it five 
hundred-of my subjects Only eleven per cent. 
of them are Christians; and even that tiny mino
rity is so divided into sects that I can not say a 
word about religion without hurting anybody's 
feelings. As it is my Protestant succession is an 
insult to the Pope and his Church. 

"If 1 get married in a church, especially one 
with a steeple on it, I shall offend the Quakers. If 
I profess the Thirty.Nine Articles of the Church 
of England, I shall bind myself to hold most of 
my loving suhjects as accursed, and oblige 
hundreds of millions of them to regard me as an 
enemy of their God. 

"Now though all the religious stuff in the 
Coronation business is out of date. I cannot alter 
it, that is your affair. But I can get legally 
married without offending the religious feelings of 
a single soul in my Empire. I shall be married 
civilly by the District Registrar. What have you 
to say to that ?" 

''I is unheard of and outrageous." said the 
Archbishop. "But it would certainly get me out 
of a very difficult situation." 

"Archbishop," cried the Prime Minister, "are 
you deserting me?" 

"I cannot on the spur of the moment find the 
reply to his Majesty's very unexpected move," said 
the Archbishop. ''You had better take up the 
constitutional point while I consider it.'' 

"It is impossible for your Majesty to defy the 
Constitution," said the Prime Minister. "Parlia
ment is all-powerful." 

" It has that reputation as long as it does 
nothing,'' said the King. " However, I am as 
devoted to tne Constitution as you are. Only 
understand that if you push me lo a General 
Election 10 ascertain the wishes of my people on 
this question I am quite ready to face that extre
mity. You "ill get a glorious licking. Your very 
mistaken ballyhoo in the Press does not impose 
on me/' 
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"But there is no question of a General 
Election," said the Prime Minister. "Are you 
prepared to act by the advice of your Ministers or 
are you not 1 That is the simple issue between us." 

"Well, what is your advice?" said the 
King. " Whom do you advise me to marry ? I 
have made my choice, Now make yours. You 
cannot talk about marriage in the air-in the 
abstract. Come down to tin tacks. Name your 
lady." 

" But the Cabinet has not considered that. 
You are not playing the game, sir,'' said the 
Prime Minister. 

"You mean that I am beating you at it," said 
the King. " I mean to. I thought I should." 

"Not at all, sir. But I cannot choose a wife 
for you, can I ?" said the Prime Minister. 

"Then you cannot advise me on the subject," 
said the King. "And if you cannot advise me I 
cannot act by your advice." 

" This seems to me to be a quibble,'' said the 
Prime Minister. " l should never have expected 
it from your Majesty. You know very well what 
I mean. Somebody of royal stock. Not American." 

"At last we have something definite," said 
the King. " The Prime Minister of England 
publicly classes Americans as untouchables. You 
insult the nation on whose friendship and kinship 
the existence of my Empire in the East finally 
depends. All my wisest political friends regard a 
marriage between a British King and an American 
lady as a master stroke of policy." 

" I should not have said that," said the 
Prime Minister. "It was a slip of the tongue." 

"Very well, we will wash that out," said the 
King ..... "But you still want a bride of royal stock. 
You are dreaming of a seventeenth-century dynastic 
marriage. I, the King of England and Emperor of 
Britain, am to go a-begging through Europe for 
some cousin, five or six times removed, of a 
dethroned down-and-out Bourbon, or Habsburg, 
Hohenzollern, or Romanoff, about whom nobody 
in this country or anywhere else cares one single 
dump. 

" I shall do nothing unpopular and so silly. 
If you are still living in the seventeenth century I 
am living in the twentieth. I am living in a world 
of republics, of mighty Powers governed by ex
house-painters, stone-masons promoted ranker 
soldiers, sons of oper~tors in boot factories. Am I 
to marry one of their daughters? Choose my 
father, in-law for yourself. There is a Shah of 
Persia. There is Effendi Whataturk. There is 
Signor Bombardone. There is Herr Battier. 
There is the steel king of Russia. That is the 
royal stock of to-day. I wonder would any of 
these great rulers allow a relative of his to marry 
an old-fashioned king! I doubt it. I tell you 
there is not a royal house left in Europe to-day 
into which I could marry without weakening 
England's position : and if you don't know that, 
you don't know anything." 

"You seem to me to be .entirely mad" said 
the Prime Minister. 

11 To a little London clique some two or 
three centuries behind the times I no doubt seem 
so," said the King. "The modern world knows 

better. However, we need not argue about that. 
Name your lady." 

" I cannot think of anybody at the moment," 
said the Prime Minister, "though there must be 
lots available. Can you suggest anyone, Archbi• 
shop?" 

"No, the unexpectedness of the demand 
leaves my mind a blank," said the Archbishop. "I 
think we had better discuss the possibility of an 
abdication." 

"Yes, yes," said the Prime Minister. "Your 
Majesty must abdicate. That will settle the whole 
question and get us out of all our difficulties." 

" My sense of public duty to which your 
friends appeal so movingly, will hardly allow me 
to desert my post without the smallest excuse for 
such an act," said the King. 

" Your throne will be shaken to its founda
tions," said the Archbishop. 

" That is my look-out," said the King, " as I 
happen to be sitting on it. But what will happen 
to the foundations of the Church if it tries to force 
me to contract a loveless marriage and to live in 
adultery with the woman I really love?" 

"You need not do that," said the Archbishop. 

" You know that I will," said the King, " if 1 
listen to your counse . Dare you persist in it ?" 

" I really think, P. M., that we had better 
go," said the Archbishop. "If I were superstitious 
l should be tempted to believe that the devil was 
putting all these arguments into his Majesty's 
head. They are unanswerable; and they are so 
entirely off the track of English educated thought 
that they do not really belong to your world and 
mine." 

" Besides" said the King, rising as his two 
visitors rose, " my brother, who would succeed me, 
might strongly object. And he is married to a 
homegrown lady, who is more popular than any 
foreign ex-princess could be. And he would never 
be the real thing as long as I was in the offing. 
You would have to cut my head off. You cannot 
tomfool with the throne : you must either abolish 
it or respect it." 

"You have said enough, Sir," said the Prime 
Minister. "Spare me any more." 

"Stay for lunch, both of you," said the King. 
" Daisy will be here. Or must I make it a com
mand?" 

" It is p1st my lunch hour; and I am very 
hungry." said the Archbishop. "If it is a command 
I shall not demur." 

As they went downstairs to the dining room 
the King whispered to the stricken Prime Minister, 
" I warn you, my dear Goldwyn, that if you take 
up my challenge and name your lady her photo
graph shall appear in all the papers next day with 
Daisy's beside it. Daisy and her little dog." 

The Prime Minister shook his head sadly; 
and so they went into lunch together. 

The Prime Minister ate hardly anything; but 
the Archbishop left nothing on his plate, 
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Horse Sacrifice in Vedas 
(By Pt. MRqaood Hal!Rll Ohaturvedl of Roorkce.) 

The Vedic religion consists of Nature wor
ship. Each phenomenon of Nature was sup• 
posed by the Vedic Aryans to be presided over 
by a deity or god to whom they offered their prayers 
and bloody •sacrifices. The whole of the volumi
nous Rig Veda, the chief of the Four Vedas, is 
nothing but a collection of more than a thousand 
hymns, in the eulogy of these gods, the only 
exceptions being a score of hymns which 
deal with subjects other than the praise of gods. 
Another important Veda is the Yajur, which con· 
sisB of formulas muttered by priests at different 
sacrifices. 

The sacrificial animals were five in number : 
man, horse, bull, goat and ram. Whether human 
victims were actually immolated at the sacrifices 
or were set free after they had undergone the 
initial sacrificial rituals is a point on which Vedic 
scholars differ. But leaving aside man, the most 
favourite article of food with the gods was sup
posed to be the flesh of horse. Consequently this 
noble animal was sacrificed by ancient Aryans in 
assemblies of great pomp and show. In the 
following pages we intend to describe this im
portant sacrifice in the words of the Vedas them
·selves, 

Section 1-Hymn■ lrom the Rle Veda 
In the first Mandala of the Rig Veda there 

are two very important hymns No. 162 and 163 in 
tbe eulogy of the sacrificial horse which are repro
·doced below in full in translation. 
Hymn No. 162. 

Verse 1. May Mitra, Varuna, Aryaman, Ayu, 
·1odra, the Lord of the Ribhus and the Maruts, not 
rebuke ns when we proclaim at the sacrifice the 
heroic deeds of the swift horse sprung from the 
gods. 

Verse 2. When they lead the firmly grasped 
•sacrificial (goat) before (the horse) decked with pure 
gold (ornaments); (that) goat of various colours 
bleats while walking onwards towards the path 
beloved by Indra and Pushan. 

3. This goat, worthy for all gods, is led first 
with the swift horse as a share for Pushan ; when 
'Tvashtri himself raises to glory this pleasant 
·offering which is brought with the horse. 

4. When, at proper time men lead around 
thrice the sacrificial horse who goes to the gods ; 
there comes first Pushan's share (namely) the goat 
which announces the sacrifice to the gods. 

5. 0 Hota, 0 Adhvaryu, 0 Avaya, 0 Agni
mindha, 0 Gravagraba, and O wise Shansta ; fill 
the streams (round the altar) with (the blood of) 
the sacrifice, weU prepared and well accomplished. 

6, The cutters of the sacrificial posts and 
those who are carriers of the posts, those ~hose 
work at the strong tree for the post of the horse • 
and those who bring together (the food) cooked fo; 
the horse, may their work be certainly with us. 

7. For (going to) the regions of the gods, the 
bright-backed (horse) has come, my prayers have 
been well-performed; in him the wise sages rejoice, 

we have prepared a good friend for the strength of 
the gods. 

8. That which is the halter of the swift one, 
the heel ropes of the horse, those that are his head 
ropes, (and) the girths ; and that grass which has 
been put into his mouth, may all these of thine 
be with the gods. 

9. What the fly ents oi the horse's flesh, 
what adheres to the wood (or) the axe; that which 
(adheres) to the immolntor's hands, that which 
(adheres) to (his) nails, may all these of thine be 
with the gods. 

10. The unripe thing that comes out from the 
belly, that which is the smell of raw flesh ; may the 
immolators well prepare that, and cook the sacrifice 
till it is well cooked, 

11. The juice that flows from thy limb when 
cooked on spit by fire after be;ng killed ; may it 
not fall on the earth nor on grass, may it be given 
to the longing gods. 

12. They who examine the horse when it is 
cooked, they who say thus, " It smells well, take 
it way " ; and those that desire the distribution 
of the meat, may their works be also with us. 

13. That which is laddie of the pot in which 
the meat is cooked, that which is the vessel for 
sprinkling the juice ; vessels for heating, the 
covers, the skewers and the knives (all these) 
adorn the horse. 

14. That which is the place for walking, sit• 
ting, rolling and the foot-fastening (rope) of 
the horse; and that which he drinks, and what 
grass he eats, may all these of thine be also with 
gods, 

15. May not the fire with smoky smell make 
thee hiss, may not the glowing cauldron smell and 
burst ; offered, beloved, approved and consecrated 
such a horse the gods accept with favour. 

_16. What upper garment they spread to cover 
the horse, what are his golden (ornaments) ; the 
head.ropes of the horse (and) foot-ropes, (which 
are all) dear to gods, they offer. 

17. If, when thou art snorting with all thy 
might, some one strikes thee either with the heel 
or with the whip (so that) thou mayst fie down ~ 
I remove all these of thine by prayers, as with th; 
oblation laddie at sacrifices (they remove sins). 

18. The hatchet pierces the thirty-four ribs 
of the swift horse, a kin to the gods ; prepare the 
limbs with skill without flaw, describing each 
limb, strike. 

19. One cuts the brilliant horse of Tvashta 
two hold it, this is the custom; those of thy limbs: 
prepared by me seasonably, them I offer in fire, in 
(the shape of)balls. 

20. May not thy dear soul bnrn thee while 
coming (or while dying), may the axe not stick to 
thy body; may not a greedy, unskilful immolator 
missing with the sword, prepare the limbs nndnly.' 

21. Indeed thou diest not thus, nor thou 
snfferest, only thou goest to the gods by easy 
path; the two horses of lndra, the two deer of the 
Maruts have been yoked with thee (in heaven), the 
swift one yoked with the pole of the ass (belong
ing to the gods Ashvins). 
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22. (In this world) may the swift one 
(vouchsafe) for us goodly cows, goodly horses, 
many offspring, and all sustaining wealth ; may 
Aditi make us sinless, may the horse of sacrifice 
give us strength. 

The next hymn (No, 163) runs a follows :-

1. When, at first coming out from the sea 
or from (airy) waters, thou neighedst ; ( thou 
hadst) the wings of eagle, (and) the arms of the 
dear, 0 horse thy birth is great{and) praise-worthy 

2. Trita harnessed this horse given by Yama, 
Indra mounted him first ; the Gandharva grasped 
his reins, 0 Vasns, you have made the horse from 
the sun. 

3. 0 horse thou art Yama, thou art Aditya, 
thou art Trita by the mysterious principle (of 
sacrifice) ; thou art thoroughly associated with 
Soma ; they say that there are three binding (ropes) 
for thee in heaven. 

4. They say that there are three binding 
(ropes) for thee in heaven, three in waters. three 
in the midst of the (airy) sea ; and where, 0 horse, 
they say is thy (place of) birth, (there) thou seemst 
to me like Varuna. 

5. 0 swift one, these are (the places when~ 
they) groomed thee, these are impressions of 
(thy) hoofs (who is) the winner ; here l have st:en 
thy auspicious reins, whom those who observe 
rites keep very safely (or which guard safely those 
who observe rites). 

o. From afar I have recognised thy spirit 
in mind, (namely) a bird flying from below to 
heaven ; I have seen (thy) soaring (or swiftly 
moving) head striving through (heavenly) paths 
(which are) dustless (and) easy to travel. 

7. Here I see thy goodly shape coming 
eagerly for food in (thy) earthly station ; when the 
mortal (man) brings food near thee, thou eatest the 
fodder very much, being greedy. 

8. 0 horse, behind thee is cart, behind is a 
man (to be sacrified ? or to attend thee), behind 
kine, behind (still is) the charm of maidens • 
tro,,ps of demigods• go behind for thy friendship'. 
the gods have admired thy vigour. 

9. His mane (or horns) is of gold, his feet 
are of iron, lndra is (his) inferior, (though he lndra 
is) swift like thought ; (who was also the) first 
who mounted the horse, the gods have come to 
partake of his (flesh offered as an) oblation. 

10. The full hunched, slender-waisted, mettled 
like heroes, celestial swift runners ; gallop along 
like swans in rows, when (those) horses reach 
heavenly paths. 

11. 0 horse, thy body (is meant) for flight, 
thy mind is rapid like wind ; the hair (of thy mane) 
are tossed in all directions, (and) move shiningly 
in the "ilderness. 

12. The swift horse has come to the place of 
immolati,m, meditating with mind towards gods; 
the gollt bound to him (or who i~ his kin) is led 
hefore him, the priests and singers go behind. 

13. The horse has come to the assembly 
which is most excellent, to his father (the sky) and 
to his mother (the earth) ; verily to-day, becoming 
most welcome he goes to gods and declare bless• 
ings for the donor (the sacrificer). 

(To be continued). 

AN OPEN LETTER TO MUSLIM CONVERTS 

A correspondent who signs himself as "A 
member of the Depressed Class" sends us the 
follow-ilig for publication. /le s,iys he has 
received no reply to his queries from these 
ge1itleme11, The co111m1mication runs: -

An open letter to Messers. K. L. Gauba and 
Mohd. Amin (Sagar Chand) Barristers, Lahore and 
Doctor K. P. Thai!, Kochin, Professor R. D. Khan 
Lahore. 

DEAR Srns,-I feel very inquisitive to know 
the reasons why you embraced Islam ; but 
being a lover of comparative religion, I wish to be 
enlightened on the following points :-

1. Th~ prophecy of the noble prophet was 
that after his death Islam would be divided into 
73 sects and that oniy one sect would be true and 
so the pers~ns belonging to the true sect will go to 
heaven, while others will go to hell. The prophecy 
has been literally fulfilled and there are now 73 
sects, such as Shia, Sunni, W11habi, Ahmadia, and 
others. \Vhich sect of Islam have you joined and 
what are its spiritual basic principles ? 

2. What beauties did yon find in Islam which 
were wanting in other religions ? 

3. Hinduism has 121 sect,. T<> which sect 
did you belong before connrsion What are its 
basic principles ? 

4 .. Please describe the fundamental principles 
of ten important sects of Hinduism and Islam. 

5. Have you studied Jainism, Budhism 
Parsi religion, Christianity an;J Jewism ? If so' 
please enlighten me with the fu.ndamental princi: 
pies of these religions. 

6. Can a non-Muslim follow Islamic princi
ples while remaining in his own caste or society ? 

'/. Can a born Mohamadon follow the 
principles of another religion while remaining in 
the Islamic society if he is not satisfied with 
Islam from within ? 

8. How do , ou reconcile universal brother
hood and toler;tion as preached by Islam with 
Katle-murtid (kill the apostate from Islam). 
The latter is the great law of Islam which is not 
in force now owing to British rule in India. 
Besides this the Muslim History appears to a 
reader as full of series of events of bloodshed and 
butchery and these activities of the past time in 
invasions on other countries after the Prophet's 
death without lea'St offense, are highly admired of 
Muslims of to-day. 

Chindwara A Member of Depressed Class 

(We are sure every one of the gentlemen to 
whom this letter is iiddressed is quite competent to 
reply to the questions of our correspondent. 1f they 
care to do so, we shall be too pleased to publish 
their replies. In the meantime we would just touch 
upon one. point about VI hich the corre~pondent 
seems to be ill-informed. There is no such law in 
Islam requiring the killing of an apostate. There 
is nothing to that effect in the Qnran nor in the 
Hadith nor is there on record in the Prophet's life• 
time a single case of an apostate have been pnt to 
death. It is a later-day invention of the Mullas.-

Editor.} 
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WOMEN'S OWN PA8E 
MY IMPRESSIONS OF DAMASCUS 

(By Baroness Antoinette Ti,1ti.) 

Now I had the luck to be in the east, dear 
ladies and I hope, 1 shall be in your country some• 
time too; for I felt your culture and religious forms 
to b~ so m11ch part of myself ; even though I 
could only stay there a few days. Wonld yon like 
to hear my impressions of Damascus ? 

First the Mosque was a wonderful thing. And 
I know, some of my European companions found 
too that the Mosques made the most beautiful 
and biggest impressions of Damascus. 

Do you know, our churches are not so frequent• 
~d the whole day, as yours are ; and I can judge, 
tt was wonderful to feel, how far religion in Islam 
goes into your daily life. Wonderful to have 
five times-a-day contact with God to form life out of 
this contact and prayer, ( am very delighted by 
your religion. 

• • • 
Bnt I noticed particularly. that all the women 

wear veils, and this seems to me a sign of subordi
nation and lack of freedom, not stipulated by the 
Koran. This subordination has come about purely 
through social condition. I should think, the soul 
bas the nearest contact to God, if it obeys the 
voice of God directly, not by the means of another 
person, the man. 

If to-day social conditions, which have made 
the wife subordinate, are changing and giving her 
the possibility of having her own earnings, I 
think, it is the will of Allah. He wants the 
woman now to have positions that will give her 
the possibility to govern the world, together with 
the man. For, man brought too much war between 
peoples and it is necessary, that mothers shall 
from now on prevent this. Sanctity of soul cannot 
arise in wars, but needs peace and fraternity. 

Women, as mothers, have their altruism deve• 
loped to a higher degree than men and so by 
nature would always be against war and cruelty. 
Women's influence and politics should for that 
reason no longer be prevented to promote the 
worid's evolution toward; harmony, unification 
and peace. 

• • • • 
And can 1 g'.> further and tell you my impres• 

sions about the veil ? I saw a theatre, where 
women danced with great freedom, more freely, 
than would be allowed in Europe. And to my 
surprise, I was told, that the same women, going 
home, now will take on their veils. So I thought ; 
the veil is only a fashion, not a hindrance of 
female freedom. A very unhealthy fashion, which 
gives you tuberculosis and makes you incapable 
of taking part in social activities ; for such work 
requires confidence, which can only be obtained 
by being able to look at each other straight in 
the eye. 

If the evil is only a fashion, which has nothing 
to do with morals-and it was obviously so to me 
..-why not abolish it ? ' 

And so, dear sisters in India, ( hope one day, 
when l can visit )Oil and share your wonderful 
mosques, to find you free from veils and social de
pendence ; and to form with you a new and better 
age, than we have now. 

DO SILK ~TOCKINGS, HANDBAGS 
AND LBI\THER,SHOES CONSTl1'1JTB 

CIVILIZI\UON ? 
( A Re11pon■e by Comtet111e Anita 

Coudenhove·Kalerti, VlennaJ 
Miss Hawa H. Ahmed, South Afric;1 expresses 

in a remark11ble article of the J.iJ,:lit (August 24, 
1936, page 6.) her viewpoint on the above 
question. 

As I have alrPady explained in the Light 
{July 1, 1936, page 6.) l am of principally different 
opinion on this qnestion. Nevertheless Miss 
Ahmed's article contains a great nnmher of 
interesting and correct observations which deserve 
to be taken into serious consideration. I agree with 
Miss Ahmed that Kemal Ata Turk and Riza Shah 
of Iran are wise rulers and great psychologists 
and that their work of reform is of the greatest 
importance. In criticising single elements of the 
present evolution in Turkey and Iran l do not 
mean to oppose their system wholesale but only 
want to point out certain dangers connected with 
single measures carried out. 

, I further agree with Miss Ahmed stating: 

I 
" Clothes do play an important role in human 
affairs.." This is the reason why I consider it 
necessary to dwell at length on this subject. 

Doubtless Miss Ahmed is right in accentuating 
the necessity of symbols. We shall therefore 
never forget its significance for women's emanci· 
pation in general and of Oriental women in 
particular. 

1 
Rightly she says: " It is . t_he hardest. period 

i of all-the hour of transition, of tnal and 
: experiment." It is just therefore all the more 
; important to recognise during this 'hardest period' 
; the possible mistakes of the 'trial and experiments.' 

Further Miss Ahmed admits so rightly the 
necessity to blend the traditions of Islamic culture 
with modern scientific J>ro{?ress and furthermore 
explains; "Where . . . hygienic sciences are 
concerned, let the East learn from the West." 
Everybody will agree to this allusion on scientific 
hygiene, but one must regret that she contra• 
diets this very statement in saying: •• I do not 
intend to enlarge upon the question, whether 
Eastern or Western dress is more comfortable and 
hygienic'' l rather think the hygienic value of 
any dress•fashion most essential as already explain• 
ed in my former articles on 'Movement and Islam• 
in the Liglit. 

Now to our question; Do silk stockings, 
handbags and leather-shoes constitute civilization? 

Miss Ahmed's response to the editorial note 
makes it clear that by 'leather-shoes' she means 
the high-heeled Enropean women's shoes. 
Besides she brings in a fourth element, i.e., the 
nail-varnish. 
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Looking at the subject from the scientist's 
viewpoint, we must distribute the four mentioned 
objects to different categories, 

(1). Nail-varnish, looked at from the hygienic 
viewpoint is indifferent. It is merely a q11<:!stion 
of taste and fashion, whether one likes or dislikes 
it. 1 personally appreciate the aesthetic value of 
nail varnish and henna for enrichment of the 
artistic possibilities in cosmetic and use it some
times myself. 

(2) Handbag appears to me almost indifferent 
from the physician's paint of view. Only women 
constantly carrying a handbag in one hand, as they 
do in Europe, acquire a somewhat stiff and 
therefore unharmonious bodily attitude. 

(3) Silk stockings : In cold climates, such 
as northern Europe or South Africa, where stock
ings 11re necessary the light and yet warm silk 
stocking means hygienic as well as resthetic 
progress, compared with denser tissues. 

It is a different thing altogether in warm 
climates, such as India : where stockings have not 
been used and are proposed to be imported merely 
for reasons of 'emancipation'. Here any stockings 
no matter bow fine they may be, are un• 
hygienic For the skin up to now in direct 
contact with the air, will now be separated from 
the cooling and healthy breeze. Besides stockings 
must be fastened somehow or other, be it by 
garter or by belt. Anyway it means a check of 
<:irculation of the blood and troubles of the blood• 
vessels will be the consequence. May be this is 
,one of the reasons why the fashionable women of 
Paris or elsewhere abstain from wearing stockings 
-during the warm season 

(4) High-heeled shoes: The effect of these 
is far worse I C'l.n only repeat what I have 
written in my last article upon this subject in the 
Light (July 1, 1936'. 

Medical authorities have recognized since long 
that the damages caused by high, heeled shoes 
are not limited to the crippling of the foot but 
rather cause serious internal troubles, so character
istic of the Western women, who are notorious for 
gynaecological troubles, especially during child
birth. This is why all progress-movements in 
Europe, as also the circle of women's emancipa
tion fight the unhygienic high-heeled shoe. It is 
really not to be understood, why Oriental women's 
emancipation should pick up such damaging 
elements of Western dress, which are already 
fought against in Europe and North America. 
Many European women of best society wear 
nowaday high-heeled shoes only on rare occasions. 
The Austrian aristocracy for instance never regard 
them as very decent. Also Greta Garbo, the 
famous film star, in private life never wears high
heeled shoes. As a consequence she has got her 
famous queenlike gait, much envied by the Euro• 
pean women and so similar to the gait of Indian 
ladies, 

So far the hygienic viewpoint. It is another 
question, if and how far it is necessary for the 
East to assimilate Western form in order to 
compete successfully wi1h Westerners This 
question must be decided by the individuals 
<:oncerned. But if it should be necessary for 

Easterners to adopt Western fashiohs in order to 
compete successfully, even then it is not to be 
understood, why specially damaging elements, 
which would diminish the desired effect, should 
not be avoided. Quite apart from stockings of 
high-heeled shoes, there are enough elements or 
European fashion worth imitating and importing 
e.g., men's blazers or shorts and in our case the 
most beautiful modern low-heeled sandal, manufac
tured by Parisian and Viennese shoemakers. 

I don't venture to judge the economical part of 
the problem under discussion. Again : Even in 
case Miss Ahmad's opinion is right and the 
importation of European goods is necessary as a 
tonic for Oriental home-production, even then one 
ought to import the many useful articles only, 
e g., the above-mentioned ones which involve no 
damages whatsoever, 

Now we come to the important question of 
emancipation. Miss Ahmad thinks the importa
tion of handbags, silk stockings and leather·shoes 
also necessary for reasons of emancipation. l m· 
portation of Western goods or other cultural 
elements, even if necessary for reasons of compe
tition, does not mean emancipation but assimila• 
tion. Emancipation is liberation. The very 
idea of emancipation rests upon the wish to get 
rid of dead conventionalism. The latter must 
naturally be replaced by something else. This 
' something' should not be thoughtlessly adopted 
from foreign tradition, in itself perhaps rigid and 
lifeless. That would only be a superficial gesture 
of protest against our own tradition. A real, sane 
emancipation means mental liberation from our 
own as well as from foreign rigid forms and 
prejudices Also we in Europe are in need of 
emancipation. It is therefore useless merely to 
copy indiscriminately our ways, even if we should 
be advanced in some topic or other In the East 
as well as in the West it is the task of our genera• 
tion to recognise errors or failures and to follow 
the straight way of healthy evolution as it is God's 
will. True emancipation must therefore be crea. 
live and original. An excellent example of original 
emancipation, which is far from thoughtless 
imitation of Western form, is yielded by the 
national Indian girls in the Bombay Presidency 
who reintroduced into educated society the real 
Indian dress consisting of choli and saree only 
instead of the saree worn over the Europeanized 
underwear With this example I naturally do not 
want to condemn the taking over of any foreign 
elements at all. As mentioned above, it should 
depend on the hygienic and resthetic value of any 
goods, whether they should be imported or not, 
Anyway the adoption of silk stockings and high
heeled shoes into hot climates has nothing to do 
with emancipation, it would be nothing but a 
rather unfortunate example of assimilation. 
Should it prove necessary to assimilate elements 
of European forms one might perhaps look at the 
Japanese example. They understood to adopt 
what they deemed useful from the west but kept 
in private life the chief characteristics of their 
national mode of life. Anyhow success seems to 
favour the Japanese method. 

As mentioned above, symbols are necessary. 
Only they should emanate from our own 
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creative emancipation, in order not to descend to 
the level of mere outward badges of protest. Miss 
Ahmad mentions the effect of the 'shirts' as 
symbols of the different fascist movements, I dont 
~-ant to judge the value of these movements but 
just intend to point in this connection to the fact, 
that the Fascist shirt-fashions as such mean a 
revolutionising and hygienic move compared with 
c0nservative civil dress or military uniform, 
Therefore its popularity. 

Miss Ahmad means that a woman would feel 
more self-assured if she is confident that her 
appearance bears the mark of foreign importation. 
This argument does not sufficiently justify the 
importation of Western goods. So long as self
contidence and self-assurance depend on such 
s,lpertlcial elements, as the use of foreign dress, 
the P.ffect of this rather questionable self-assurance 
\, ill be annihilated in its last consequence. 

Old fashioned elements of dress, already partly 
o,ercorne by Western evolution is in fact not an 
object to be recommended to the East as a tool 
and symbol of emancipation and progress. 

(Continued from page 6) 

details he described to us which I ought not to 
put forth.before your readers. I consider tabarra 
to be still un-Islamic after going through the essay 
of my Shia brother-in-Islam. I would request 
Mr. Abedin to throw further light on tabarra 
g1V1ng us details of the procedure, abiding, 
however, by the rules of courtesy. I would further 
ask him to enlighten me whether Muslims are 
directed in the Holy Quran to practise such an 
un Islamic "principle" "Had tabarra been 
incumbent in Islam", a Muslim so said to me, "I 
would bid adieu to such a religion " Assuring 
Mr. Abedin of my sincerity and best intents. 

Cuttack. " ONE GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT OF 

JUSTICE." 

SPAIN NEEDS YOUR HELP 
We have received the following for publication 

from the '' Comite Central de Coordination " of 
Barcelona :-

" The civilized world cannot stay unconcerned 
with the intense drama which is actually taking 
place in Spain. The war in this country is a 
fight to death between the reaction which has 
enslaved it for centuries and is now playing its 
last card to regain a dominion which they were 
gradually losing, having not hesitated for this pur• 
pose to unloose a fratricidal war in which the end 
justifies the means, and the liberal people of 
Spain profoundly republican and progressive, 
refusing, at all costs, to renounce a freedom 
hardly and honestly conquered by the people's 
votes. 

"The Spanish are therefore not only struggling 
for their own freedom but also to save the 
Democracy of all Europe where the reaction is 
strongly and deliberately threatening. The 
victory of the Spanish people will be a definite 
blow in the chief countries of Europe where the 

reaction has been, for years, preparing its attack 
on Democracy, 

"lt is therefore the duty of everyone not willing 
to help the reaction in its hideous task to assist 
the Spanish people who are outrageously slandered 
by an interested and paid press. 

' Spain is actually in need of everything, funds, 
food, clothes, under-clothes, sanitary material, 
etc., and everybody of liberal spirit must make it 
his duty to contribute. 

" In many countries committees have already 
been formed to assist Spain. Where such 
committees do not exist yet, chey must be 
created. 

"All the committees as well as groups desirous 
to organise these committees must inquire at the 
organization created in accordance with the legiti. 
mate authorities, under the name of "Comile 
Central de Co-ordination", "COCENCOO" 
whose task is to inform and co-ordinate the 
various efforts in order to avoid a waste of energy, 
loss of time, hesitation, doubts, etc. All correspon
dence must be addressed to the General Secretary 
of COCENCOO, Claris 97, Barcelona, who will 
furnish all necessary information and who is 
sending his heartiest anticipated thanks for all 
goodwill shown towads the Spanish people. 

" It is not to be forgotten that should the 
reaction be victorious in Spain it would gain 
strength in your own country which would be in 
danger itself and be sooner or later the battlefield 
of a war similar to the one now raging on this 
side of the Pyrennees. In helping the defenders 
of the Spanish Democracy you are defending your 
own freedom." 

POCKET EDITION 
OF 

The Holy Quran 
Pages 608 

Printed from iron plates. Words sparkle as 
pearl~. Most accurate and beauti£ul. Proofs cor
rected by 5 eminent Maulavis of Punjab. It has got 
a world-wide popularity throughout India and abroad. 
Printed on fine India Paper, Attractive binding, 
Neatly printed and handsomely bound with costly 
leather. Only a few copies left. Re. 1-6-0 per 
copy V. P. P., or advance. 

Get a copy to-day. Apply to-
S. M. S.I\YAD HUSSJ\IN & BROS., 

Booksellers 
BHATKJ\L (N. KANA.RA). 

•~======!•ET 
RIPON PRESS 

NEAT PRINTERS 
ENOLISH, OURMUKHI, URDU 

AND HINDI 
BULL ROAD, LAHORE 



14 THE LIGHT JANUARY 8, 1937 

Two Strange Rivals 

"And every one bath a direction (goal) towards 
which he turneth his face. Try ye to excel 
each other in doing good." 

-Al-Quran 2: 148 

DEAR CHJLDREN,-ln my last I told you 
something of the chivalry of Islam. I told you 
how the great Muslim King and Conqueror, 
Salah-ud-Din the Great, personally tended his 
adversary, Richard, in the guise of a physician and 
succeeded in healing him. On another occasion 
it so happened that just at the time when the 
armies of Islam and Christianity were ranged 
against one another and the battle was at its 
hottest, the mare of Richard was wounded and 
dropped dead. Thereon Salah ud-Din sent him 
one of his own best steeds as a pre~ent ; for 
Islamic code of chivalry forbade to fight a foe 
at a disadvantage, This greatly impressed the 
English King and ever after, it is recorded in 
English history, he would recount with pride, as 
surrounded by his knights he would sit at his 
table, his encounters with the heroes of Islam. 
English bards sang the praises of the Chivalry of 
Salah,ud-Din the Great. 

To-day let me tell you the story of how early 
Muslims vied with one another in self-sacrifice 
and service of fellow-men. The verse at the top 
tells Muslims what their motto should be. Every 
people have a motto, a goal, in the light of which 
t:iey regulate their daily lives. They compete 
with one another in the realization of the goal. 
What is a Muslim to compete for ? A 
Muslim must compete with another in the race 
of doing good. And wonderful was the way 
indeed. in which this spirit of the Quranic 
teachings was imbibed by the early Muslims. 

There lived a very aged and decrepit woman 
in the suburbs of Medina, the capital of Islam. 
She had nobody to look after her. The misery 
of her lonely and helpless life was heightened by 
the fact that she had also lost her eyesight. U mar 
beard about the wretched plight of this woman and 
made it a point to call on her and do personal 
service to her. Early one morning he went to 

her cottage but on arriving there he found that 
everything necessary had been done. The house 
had been swept, the water pitchers filled and food· 
served. Thus disappointed he said good-bye 
to the blind woman, promising to return the 
following morning to do these little jobs for her. 
The woman blessed him. The following morning 
Umar went earlier than before but disappointment 
was once more in store for him. Somebody had 
again anticipated him in this labour of love. 

"Who is it," he asked the woman, "who 
comes so early and sweeps your floor and provides. 
all your needs." 

"0 brother," said the woman, " how can 
I tell ? I am blind and don't know who 
this invisible benefactor of mine is. He comes 
very early in the morning while I am yet in bed 
and does all this for me and then quietly slips 
away." 

"Well," said Umar to himself " I must find 
out this man, even if I were to keep a vigil the· 
whole night.'' 

And next morning he hastened to the old 
woman's cottage while it was yet dark, and 
awaited the appearance of this mysterious 
visitor who had deprived him of any service 
to the old woman. And lo ! the mysterious man 
loomed in the morning dusk in the distance,. 
coming with hasty steps towards the cottage. " At 
last I have got him," said U mar to himself, 
eagerly looking forward to who he might 
tum out to be. 

" Hallo I'' he shouted, as his eyes fell on the 
familiar venerable aristocratic old face-" Hallo, 
Abu Bakr ! Is it you ? I had been myself 
suspecting that it must be you." 

And then he,related to him how he had been· 
visiting the cottage and being disappointed had, 
resolved to find the man out. 

"God be blessed," said Abu Bakr, and after 
looking to the needs of the old woman, the two 
friends turned back to Medina. 

This, dear children, was what made Islam 
great and glorious. If you want that glory to come· 
back you must revive that true Islam which meant 
life, practical daily life, lived in doing the will of 
the Lord and service to fellow man. Islam is a. 
name not for any texts or rites and rituals. It 
is a name for high and lofty and noble morals. 
lived in daily life. 

EDITOR 
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Questions & Answers 

Abdur Raui Khan Niazi, Mianwalt 
1. You preach the religion of Islam because 

you believe, according to Quran, that no other 
religion but Islam is acceptable to God and in 
it alone lies all peace and salvation-the descrip
tion ' "' J;i.,.,! r• » _, ~,ei, 0 _,,. » _, ' in the Quran 

standing for those who have completely earned 
such peace and salvation. But how do you com
promise the above belief with the following ap• 
parently contradictory verse of the Quran (eh. II: 
62) where the same salvation has been promised 
even to those who do not profess the religion of 
Islam:-

"Certainly those who believe and those who 
are Jews, and the Christians and the Magians. 
whoever believes in Allah and the last day and 
does good deeds, there shall be reward for 
them with their Lord, and there shall be no 
fear for them, nor shall they grieve." 

You certainly cannot say that belief in God 
and the last day alone, is identical with or equiva
lent to belief in Islam, the other indispensable 
fundamentals of which are also the belief in the 
holy prophet Muhammad and the Quran-not to 
speak of the practical side besides, which compris
es strict observance of prayers, the keeping of 
fasts, and paying of poor rate, etc. You can, how
ever say, or rather cannot help saying according to 
the above verse, that salvation is open to every
body equally, if he does good generally irrespective 
of his religion. When you say so, do you not 
contradict your own belief ? If it is so, as no 
doubt it is because borne out by the said verse, 
where lies then the excellence of Islam and the 
necessity of anybody accepting it and shouldering 
the extra burdens thereunder, when he can achieve 
his goal (salvation) all the same ? Kindlv make it 
clear as no Maulvi here bas been able to s~tisfy me. 

A. To get the true significance of this verse 
we must view it in the context in which it stands. 
l'he context is an address to the Jews They are 
reminded how they were once made great in the 
world and how gradually they fell low in conse
quence of their transgressions. And yet they 
looked upon themselves as the '' chosen of God " 
simply because they professed to follow a parti
cula.r creed. The verse in question is meant to 
dispel this great illusion. There is no such thing 
as a "chosen people", it says. In the eye of 
God, there is no difference between a Jew and a 
Gentile. Nor does He care for the various labels 
we wear-labels of " Muslims", "Jews", " Chris
tians", "Sabeans" or any other. Nor yet it is 
any good merely professing a particular creed. 
Lip-profession can do one no good whatever. One 
may profess to have faith in God and the coming 
life but that is no use. One must live up to that 
prof essioti. This alone carries merit in the eye of 
God and can bring man the reward of bliss. The 
Jews did profess to believe in God and the coming 
life. They are however warned here that this can 
do them no good unless that faith is translated into 
"good deeds "-t:sJt.o u•", . This fl"' J•• (good 

deeds) is the whole point in this verse. Salvation 
-or rather the life of bliss, to use the Quranic 
conception-is the direct outcome of one's good 
deeds. Good deeds are like seeds sown in the 
soil which some day grow into plants bearing 
sweet fruits. 

There is no contradiction. The verse applies 
to the Jew as much as to a Muslim. Mere pro· 
fession of Islam in worth nothing in the eye of 
God. It is just a label, like the label" Jew", 
" Christian," or " Hindu" and can not entitle one 
who wears it to any consideration with God. 
What does carry weight with God is a good life 
and a Muslim who does not lead a good life is a 
Muslim only in name, not in fact. In this very 
chapter, verse 8 says :-

" And from among people there are some 
who say-we believe in God and the coming 
life while they are not believers." 

Thus lip profession is nothing, label is noth
ing-in the case of a Muslim just as in that of a 
non-Muslim. "Good deeds" alone v.ill count in 
the case of all. Where is the inconsistency ? 

Belief in the Qurao, in Prophet Muhammad, 
and observance of fast and prayer-all these are 
likewise useless for purposes of salvation, if they 
do not make our practical life pure, good and 
clean. Where is the inconsistency ? 

Salvation is certainly open to every body. It 
is the direct product of good life. A fair field and 
no favour. If a Hindu or a Jew leads a purer life, 
he is certainly better in the eye of God than a 
wicked Muslim. The good deeds of all are re
warded---" Whoever does an atom worth of good, 
shall have the reward of it.'' 

What then, you ask, is the good of the Quran 
and Prophet Muhammad ? Well, thtiy put us at 

a distinct advantage in engendering in us that 
faith which leads to a.ction. The Quran alone 
of all the world scriptures is the sure word of 
God. The life of the Prophet of Islam alone, 
of all the world teachers, is not mixed up with 
myth and fiction and as such, his model alone 
can carry inspiration to mould our lives. 
These are two distinct advantages of Islam over 
other creeds whose scriptuns and founders have 
got mixed up with folk-lore and fiction. If, how. 
ever, a Muslim does not avail of these advantages 
in the shape of a good life, these cease to be any 
advantages to him. 

2. A thing which is not haram is about to 
die and is required to be slaughtered. Can a 
woman slaughter it when no man is near at hand 
to do it in time? 

A. Why not? 
3. ls anything killed with a gun halal if it 

has not been slaughtered till some 15 minutes 
after it has been dead ? Does shouting at a thing 
after saying takbir obviate the necessity of slaugh· 
tering it ? Does missing his airn after Sll} mg 
tallbih break the Nil,ah of the shooter with his 
wife? 

A. Yes, the thing is halal, provided takbir 
has been said over it. Takbir does not obviate 
zabah. The latter process should be performed 
even after takbir when the game comes to hand. 
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What has nikah to do with shooting ? Missing 
the aim is no fault of the shikari's wife. Why 
should the poor woman suffer if her husband is 
a bad marksman ? 

4. Do you believe in the existence of Jinns 
as separate creation living on this very earth, as 
proved by Syed Abdul Jabbar Shah, ex-King of 
Sawat in his book ,...~ilJ1.i:-,1..,;. ? 

A. We have not seen that precious book ; 
though we have listened to the stories of this ex• 
King. The stories are very strange indeed. For 
our part we have no personal experience or reliable 
evidence to believe in the existence of any such 
creation. The Quran speaks of Jinns but in quite 
a different sense 

to discover each other as ordinary human beings. 
and not the perfect creatures they imagined. 

" To-day, in hundreds of marriages, it is the 
woman who does the courting, not the man He 
knows nothing about it until a few days before he 
proposes !" 

Review 
''The Holy Quran Simplified'' 

So much has already been written by way of 
translation and commentary of the Quran that one 
can hardly look for anything fresh or original in ---------------------1 the line, And yet K. S. Chaudhri Manzur Ilahi., 

HOW TO BE H /\PPY THOUGH 
MARRIED? 

There are no hard and fast rules on how to 
be happy though married. That is the verdict of 
Professor Edward Westerrnarck, of Finland, repnt· 
ed, at seven~y-four, to be one of the world's 
greatest experts on marriage, writes a special 
correspondent in The People 

His reputation, gained after 50 years' study 
of the matter, is all the more surprising when one 
remembers that he is a staunc-h bachelor. 

Still, although there are no regulations as to 
wedded bliss, the Professor's researches have put 
him in a position to guide the yonng and amorous, 
and here are some of the truths he expounded to 
me in London:-

" When you think of a wife," he said, 
"choose one with the same interests as yourself. 

" If a marriage is doomed to go on the rocks 
it generally starts breaking up in the fourth year. 
But if a couple have the same interests they can 
generally tolerate each other during the critical 
period. 

" A man and wife with nothing in common 
except their former love for each other are in for a 
rough time. 

"The ideal age to marry, I think is for men 
twenty-five or twenty-si1e-for women a year or 
two younger. 

" It is in most cases courting disaster to marry 
one's first love. So many wed on love alone and 
it is not enough. 

" A prospective husband or wife should find 
out how his or her sweetheart acted in normal 
circumstances-in ordinary everyday life, when 
love is not giving a rosy bloom to every action of 
the loved one. 

·" In other words, go home and see how people 
act when little things crop up to annoy them. 
Find out whether they are too proud to apologise 
for a mistake, whether they are tactful, and 
whether they are kind to their parents. 

"After passionate love bas died down-and 
in almost every case it does-comes the lull before 
the storm. 

" It is here that tolerance comes in. Toler
ance is essential at the time when a couple begin 

has managed to introduce novelty and originality 
in the presentation of the Word of God to the 
reader who is a stranger both to the Arabic langu
age and Arabic script. A veri1e is taken and first 
of all it is put in Arabic. Below it follows its 
transliteration in the roman character. Then 
comes the translation word for word, preceded by 
the word itself both in Arabic and its roman 
transliteration. This done, translation of the 
passage as a whole is given in English and a brief 
footnote added here and there where explanation 
is qeeded. 

Naturally, thi, is bound to be a lengthy 
process and the first part of 92 pages which has 
appeared has been able to cover a portion only 
np to verse 79th of Al-Baqra. Those, not conver• 
sant with Arabic script, especially converts to 
Islam, should find the book of great help. To 
avoid any misunderstanding. however, we would 
suggest some such name as The Holy Quran Made 
Easy, instead of Simplified. 
To be had of:-

Darul Kutub Islamia, Ahmadiya Buildings,. 
Lahore. 

Price annas b or One Shilling. 

SMALLEST QURAN IN THE WORLD ! 
A Wonderful Art and Skill I! 

A RECENT OPINION 
Price Reduced 

" Smallest Quritn in the world ......... H is really a wonder• 
ful thing. A surprising Mt and skill Its length is ¾ inch,. 
breadth ½ inch thicknese i inch, weight 5 mashas. To bring 
the entire text of the Holy QllrRn in such a tiny edition ls not. 
an easy ta•k. l ndispensable to use as ta-aweez. An eye gl&Sa 
is supplied with it, with which it can be read. We reoommeµd 
tbe readers of Qaum to get a copy of it and judge for themselves. 
what it is."-Qaum. 

With locket and eye.glass Rs. 2/8/. 
Reduced price Rupees 2 only, 

Apply to:-

S. l'I. Si\Y.i\D HUSSJUN & BROS., 

Booksellers 

BHATKAL (N. KANA.RA). 

Prlnted by M. Y. Khan at Rtpon Printing Preu, Bull Road, Lahore and Published by him from 
The Lteht OfSce, Ahmadlyya Buildtna,. Lahore, Editor:- M. Y. KHAN. 
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