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that day the saint came to be known as Kala Shah 

~ ..;.--_:...:..._~. or Black Saint and the village which later sprang up r, ITEI tE. --,;,.~_ ~ i at that locality was named after him. 

C nw Mf.lai..lT.· r"- __ · ___ ·,~ ~--. ' l_ We can quite imagine many would dismiss ~ren n Ji lffi ~~ . this as idle gossip. But there can be no gain-l~f, I saying the fact that if you deny the efficacy of 
~lllllllllllilll1lllilllllllUllllllllllllllil\miiii\itlmmm1 ' • ,--:--;_ ~! I prayer for rain and things like that you must 

deny it for every thing else. There must be no 
Can God Send Or Stop Rain ? 

The Rev. Dean Inge is reported to have said, 
while discussing the subject of Prayer at the 
Modern Churchmen's Conference:-

" The more we know about the causes of 
climatic phenomena the less likely we are even 
to dream of changing them in order to save 
our hay-crop or to secure a fine day for our 
garden party." 

In plain language this means that God is 
not the agent bnt an idle spectator of the drama 
of "climatic phenomena." Things take their own 
prescribed course and God has no say in the routine, 
Obviously, this is a materialistic view of the universe. 
True, this Nature works according to certain fixed 
laws and certain consequences are immutably 
bound up with certain causes. But when all is 
said, the fact remains that God's will is the final 
link in this chain of causation and a change at that 
end can change the entire subsequent trend of 
causation. For the Dean's enlightenment we may 
quote a concrete illustration of how prayer 
actually brought down rain. About a few miles 
to the north of Lahore there is a village known 
as Kala Shah Kaku. There lived at this place a 
Muslim saint. When for many months there was 
no rainfall and people feared the total failure of 
their crops, they went to him and implored him 
to pray to God to send down rain. He excused 
himself repeatedly hut the people would not listen. 
They refused to leave his cottage. When pressed 
hard, the saint turned bis tawa (iron piece to 
bake bread) and taking the soot deposited on it he 
thoroughly blackened his face, "If You want to 
see this soot washed off my face," he prayed to 
God, " with rain may You wash it; otherwise, black 
it already is as a mark of my humiliation before 
these people." And eye-witnesses say that present• 
ly wind began to blow and the sky, so far clear, 
was overcast with clonds, surging and roaring from 
all sides, and soon there was a downpour of rain 
which flooded the whole conntryside, And from 

i prayer for the recovery of the sick; for health is 
as much subject to a fixed chain of cansation as 
rain. You must not pray for peace in a country; 
for peace and war are the outcome of political 
forces that are at work. God thus is ruled 
entirely ont of the game of life and man is left at 
the sole mercy of the blind forces of Nature. 
For a minister of a Church which teaches that 

, Jesus actually healed the lepers and the blind and 
even converted jars of "ater into "ine to provide 

t drink for a wedding party-for him to take up 
this position is rather ridiculous. · 

The fact is prayer is the very breath of 
religion. Eliminate prayer and the possibility of 
its acceptance by God and you s1rike at the very 
root of religion. For you reduce God to a mere 
spectator of the drama of life-not actually the 
sole Force hehind that drama. We have with our 
own eyes seen men absolutely given up as hope• 
less and past all cnre, restored to perfect health 
through prayer, We are afraid the Dean's con
ception of prayer is also the conception of the 
bulk of educated men of all religions. The Dean 
reduces prayer to something entirely subjective, 
having no efficacy to re-act on the world of 
objective reality. But this is good-bye to religion 
which stands for a living all-powerful God, This 
is materialism, the twin-sister of atheism. 

* * * * 
Church Entry Struggle 

We have heard a great deal about Temple 
Entry Struggle in South India, caste Hindns 
refusing non-caste Hindus the right to enter the 
temples and worship their deities. We were 
however not prepared for any snch question arising 
within the Christian Church, This is exactly 
however, what is happening at a place Kumha
konam where caste Catholics wonld not allow the 
non-caste Catholics to enter the newly-built 
Cathedral at that place and sit and worship 
alongside themselves. According to the Hindu 
of Madras the non-caste Catholics met in a Con• 
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·ference at Kumbakonam and passed resolutions 
"to fight to the last ditch the battle that had been 
begun for equality of treatment and abolition of 
untouchability in the Catholic Cathedral at Kumba
konnm." Some caste Catholic leaders had issued 
st11tements saying " that they could under no 
circumstances countennnce the idea of allowing 
cobblers and their wives to sit along with their 
women and men," These statements were con· 
demned ut the Conference. The funny thing 
about the whole thing is that these poor non-caste 
Catholics have been charged the cess towards 
building of this new Cathedral. They are, how
ever, denied entry into it. Now that even a caste
ridden community has thrown open the doors of 
temples to the Depressed Classes, it sounds I 
ridiculous that the Christian Church which talks I 
so much of its humanitarian message should bang 
its doors against non-caste Christians. 

• • 
No Mantar, Mystery or Miracle 

Under the presidency of Rev. Dr. Lucas, Vice• 
'Principal, F. C. College, a Convention of Religions 
was held on the 24th instant in connection with 
the Brahmo Samaj Anniversary in Lahore, the 
present writer speaking oo behalf of Islam. ''The 
Religion of the Future " was the subject of 
discussion. Two speakers, one after the other, 
emphasized that in future, man would be guided 
solely by the light of bis reason and his own inner 
1ight. One youngmao specially extolled the 
modern age which he described as an age of 
cnlture. Controverting this view the present 
writer called attention to the present-day Western 
Society which ootwithstanding so much advance
ment, was tearing one another to pieces and was 
responsible for the subjugation and exploitation of 
a vast section of hnmanity. According to a saying 
of the Prophet, the more one advanced in intel• 
lectual powers, the more clever, subtle and power• 
ful grew the Devil in him. This was every whit 
trne of the Western civilization. God-idea alone, 
be emphasized, could keep man away from the 
paths of sin and trangression and ultimately con• 
duce to the peace and welfare of society at large. 
God•idea, however, could not take firm root in 
one's heart but through the Word of God which 
was given to all the prophets of the world. To 
say that there ought to be a God is at best a coo
jectnre. But when a man says he has had a word 
from God direct, this means something definite. 
This alone could create a faith capable of moving 
one to action. The Qnran which contained the 
last revealed will of God in all purity was therefore 
indispensable for conviction in God and the future 
man could not afford to do without it. 

The Sikh representative, a Professor of the 
Khalsa College, Amritsar, controverted this view 
as a relic of the age of superstition. The fnture 
religion would not be a religion of the Mantar 
(word) nor of mystery or miracle. In previons 
days, people looked for salvation to the 

mantra, sacred wmds. In future man would 
follow his own light, There would be no mis• 
sionary movements. The future prophets "would 
behave themselves" and not assume the airs of 
superiority calling upon men to go to them to be 
saved. It would be considered rude and insolent 
to ask some one to change his religion and follow 
another. Modern missionary movements were 
religious imperialisms aiming at soul conquests. 

We have reproduced this view-point at 
length, because, we are afraid, this more 
or less is also the trend of the modern Muslim's 
outlook on religion. It is commonly believed by 
this school of thought among Muslims that the 
day of Divine authority is done and the present is 
an age of reason. Nothing could be further from 
our heart than to minimize the value of human 
reason. Tbe Quran gives every impetus to the 
exercise and development of this faculty. No 
doubt, reason also leads one to faith in God but a 
faith too weak to influence one's life. Reason's 
wings can only carry us to the plane that there 
" ought to be" a God. But between "ought to 
be " and " is ", there is a world of diffe,ence, 
There-is-God alone can lift us beyond the mists 
of doubt and ngue groping. But this positive 
affirmation is made only by the Word of God. 
That should explain why great intellectual gifts go 
side by side with equally great moral depravity. You 
hear great orators move huge masses by their eloqu• 
ence You rnn into raptures over the sweet strains 
of a gifted poet. You mar\'el at the profound 
wisdom expounded in the works of men of science, 
But when you come to turn the search-light 
on their private lives, you find the men and their 
intellectual out,put poles apart. 

So this is the point. Reason can unlock 
for us the mysteries of heaven and earth and must 
be made to harness the forces of Narure to the 
service of man but it cannot subjugate the beast 
within us. That is the function of religion which 
means the Word of God. America, during the 
Great \Var and after, put a ban on drink through 
legislation. But the law failed in practice and had 
to be repealed. God's Word had just to proclaim 
that " drink and gambol are unclean-the work 
of the Devil" and the streets of Medina flowed 
with wine. And ever since Islam has been the 
greatest temperance society of the world. Thus 
it is a most dangerous drift to minimize the Word 
of God. In fact through the Word of God alone 
is possible faith in God which results in the 
purification of the individual and finally of society 
asa whole. 

We would however revert to the topic in a 
subsequent issue and would also show what miracle 
means and that life is one big mystery, notwith• 
standing all scientific progress. The very 
tiny blade of grass by the way-side is a 
mighty mystery and it is childish, "ith the 
little knowledge that is open to ns, to suppose 
that we know all. "You have not been given 
of knowledge but very little "-says the Quran. 
With such little knowledge, to assume the modern 
arrogant frame of mind which the modern man 
seems to have, is like the proverbial cockerel 
strutting on a dung-hill. 
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Dean Inge on Islam 

Rev Inge, ex-Dean of St. Paul's is reported 
to have observed in the course of an article in 
the Evening Standard of London : 

"The religion of M nhammad, we are told, is 
marked by its humanity and its chivalrous 
respect for the female sex, I due say it is in 
England, but we have read the Arabian Nights 
and know something of the reco.-ds of the 
Turks." 

This is a typical instance of how most 
Western writers on Islam form their notions of 
Islam. Dean Inge is a man of no common scho
larship or enlightenment. One is surprised that 
even a man of his intellectual calibre should base 
bis judgment of a great faith like Islam on a book 
of fiction. The Arabian Nights is neither the 
scripture nor the history of Islam. To judge Islam 
from a book of that kind is like judging the moral 
worth of the message of Jesus from the News of 

the ·world or the proceedings of the divorce courts 
of Europe. 

\Ve are also surprised that this aged dignitary 
of the Church should not have outgrown the 
prejudice of his younger days as regards the 
Turks when " fibs " of barbarity were coined 
and circulated about them in Europe by the pen 
and tongue of propaganda. To use an expression 
of Lord Curzon, the Turk has ever been •• a 
gentleman of Europe", Even supposing his record 
shows any real inhumamty at times, how does it 
form a valid ground to denounce Islam for it ? 
No serious critic would judge the teachings of 
Jesus from the records of the Inquisition or the 
presen-day territorial brigandage of Christian powers 
of the West. 

We are sure the library of a man of Dean 
loge's scholarship cannot be without a copy of 
the Quran in English or of the life-story of the 
Prophet. A mere glance at these should have 
shown him what deep humanitarian sentiments 
the pages ·of the!le books breathe. It would have 
shown him the position conferred on woman-for 

the first time in recorded history. From the 
position of a mere chattel she was uplifted and 
invested with the fullest human dignity, perfectly on 
a par with man. We ne~d hardly advert to 
the position of woman in the eye of the Christian 
Church which regards her as the very origin of all 
sin and every man born of a woman is supposed to 
bear that stain of sin. It hardly lies in the mouth 
of a minister of a Church with such a creed to point 
to the mote in the eye of Jslam. But even the 
mote is not there ; for woman owes her present 
position entirely to the influence of Islamic teach
ings, directly or indirectly. To say nothing of the 
Church which is based on the "faH" of man 
tltrough woman, even the so•called humane civili
zation of which the Dean is a product could not 
give woman the lift she got in Islam 14 centuries 
ago. Till very recently, woman enjoyed no right 
to own property in England whereas Islam gave 
her that economic independence without which 
there can be no real independence, at its very 
inception. 

As regards the humanity of Islam, it should 
take a whole volume to discuss. Islam is but 
another name for humanity, The milk of human 
sympathy was the brightest gem in the Prophet's 
character. The Prophet was an uncrowned king 
among his people. He ruled the very hearts of 
his people. And yet you see him stitch bis clothes 
with his own hands, mend his own shoes, milk bis 
goats, sweep his floor and even lend a helping hand 
in cooking the food. To talk of such a man's faith 
as devoid of humanity is to throw dust in the eyes 
of history. A man whose heart melted at the 
sight of an orphan, who ever came to the 
succour of the widows and the weak, who taught 
the great principle of the universal brotherhood of 
man- it is a travesty of facts to charge the mission 
of such a man with inhumanity. 

The fact is the Prophet gave birth to a most 
humane civilization ever known to history, What 
was the type of men be left behind ? Men like 
Abu Bakr, Umar, Usman, and Ali,-men who 
held sway over vast territories but led lives cf 
hermits. The Rev. Dean certainly cannot be un
aware of this most dazzling chapter in human annals 
-by common consent unparalled and unique. How 
could he shut his eyes to all history and truth and 
indu1ge in a fling at Islam so palpably unwarranted 
and so frivolous in ~pirit I One wonders if after 
all it is the senility of age that has told on the 
mental balance of a man once so noted for keen 

insight and sound judgment. 
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ALL-INDIJ\ CONSPIRllCY AGAINST 
ISLJ\M 

Startling Revelations 
A correspondent of the Star of 11ldia of _Calcutta 

makes the following startling revelatwns as to 
an all-India secret organization founded by 
some Arya Samaj leders to undermine Islam 
in Jndia:-
The Arya Samaj movement, it has been 

affirmed by all impartial observers, is. a purely_ a~tt
Muslim movement of renascent Hmdu racialism 
and aggressive nationalism. So far it has worked 
largely with open and straightforward ~ethods. 
But recently a deep design ot a very serto~s and 
All- India plot has been unearthed regarding a 
secret Arya Samajist Association. A Hmdu 
Sanghtao leader, Lala Devi Chand, M. A., has 
founded an institution under the name of 
"Dayanand Salvation Mission,". with_ hea~quarters 
at Hoshiarpur (Punjab) and ram1ficat1ons m C. P, 
U. P., Bihar, Assam, Bombay and Bengal. Its 
methods of work are characterised by the strictest 
secrecy and mystery shrouds the activities of its 
numerous preachers and workers who are found 
in all parts of the country. So far_ nothing de~nite 
was known regarding the real aims and objects 
of this Arya Samajist association. But it has ~ow 
been discovered and detected that the real objects 
of the secret society are as follows : -

(1) The Hindu Rajahs of the Hindu States 
should Slwdhiyize their Muslim subjects and 
forcibly convert them into Vedic Dharma by 
clever exercise of posls, patronage and power, 
political and economic. . . . 

(2) Hindu officers of British India should 
secretly form Jathas of their own, solidly entrench 
themselves in powers and positions and encroach 
upon Muslim rights and interests. . 

(3) Hindu members of the services should 
combine and make concerted efforts to oust sub· 
ordinate Muslims from the administration alto-
gether. . 

(4) Hindu teachers, professors, and writers 
of text-books should try to culturally "De
l\lnslimize" the Muslim students by emphasizing 
Indian nationalism and impressing on their mind 
the greatness of " Vedic Dharma " and Hindu 
culture. They should strain their nerves to 
}1 induise them both in body and mind. 

(5) Muslim women and girls should be kid
napped and abducted through Hindu women dis
guised as Muslim ladie~ and then they should be 
given in marriage to Hmdus. 

(6) A band of secret Hindu propagandists 
should be organized to Shudhiyize the Muslims. 
These secret missionaries must be in all outward 
appearance like pious M aul'V~s and should wear 
Islamic dress. They should ltve and work among 
Muslims, create dissensions in their associations 
and preach Hinduism in their own way. 

(7) Where there is majority of the Hindus 
they must try to pick up quarrels with Muslims 
regarding their Mosques, Kabarastan, Waqfs and 
other religious foundations. They should con
centrate on uprooting Muslims from the soil by 
depriving them of all common properties. . 

(8) Muslims should be purchased to wnte 

against the Muslim community, Muslim leaders, 
Muslim kings and states. Muslim papers and 
journals should be financed for siding with the 
Hindus. Special articles against Islam should be 
written and published in Hindu papers by real 
or supposed Muslim writers. 

(9) Hindu capitalists, financiers, landlords 
and Rajahs should concert their efforts in 
economically keeping the Muslims under Hindu 
domination and dictation. 

( l 0) Hindu Press and Platform should unite 
in inteifering "ith Muslim affairs, in sowing seeds 
of dissensions in Muslim camp, in torpedoing all 
attempts at communal unity and in keeping the 
Malecha (the unclean) subservient to the real 
Aryan Rulers of this Aryavarta. 

The goal of all these eflorts and struggles is 
Arya Chal<Tavarti Raj (World Arya Government) 
which 1s the mainspring cf the entire Arya Samaj 
Movement. 

The Muslim Press of Northern India has 
already taken note of this sinister plot against 
Muslims. l feel it my duty to inform and "am 
our brethren in Islam of Bengal who are in 
darkness regarding this movement although they 
are no less a victim of this All-India Arya con
spiracy. We have learnt that the Arya Free
masons are secretly working in C. P., Bengal and 
Assam also. The fact that recently vilification of 
Muslims by supposed Muslim writers, di~guised 
as nationalists or socialists, bas become a feature 
of Hindu and Congress papers is a proof positive 
of the reality of the plot. The cases of abduction 
of Mn~lim women are 11lso increasing. 

Hindu monopoly Raj in Government Dep11rt• 
ments, Jatlias of Hindu officers against Muslim 
public servants, encroachment on Mu3lim rights 
and interests, attacks on Mosques, Kabarastans 
and Waqf properties persecution of Muslims in 
Hindu States and Hindu dominated British 
Elallas, and the groV1-ing interference of Hindu 
papers, Hindu leaders, Hindu financiers and Hindu 
parties in the domestic and internal affairs of the 
Muslims with a view to promoting fratricidal war 
and create dissensions all point to the existence 
of a well laid-out and organized plot to uproot 
Islam and "De-Muslimize" its followers and 
enslave Muslims, politically, economically and 
culturally. Will Muslims do something to 
counteract this blackest of plots against Muslim 
India? 

[We commented on this in our editorial in 
the last issue for which it was meant but could 
not be inserted for want of space.-Edit.] 
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DIVINE DICTATORS 

DEAR CHILDREN, 

he said: 
" I am in no way superior to you. 

lf I go wrong, put me right. If, how
ever, I do the right thing, help me." 

Umar the second Caliph was a more 
thorough-going man. He was not content 
with mere theoretical enunciation of his 
position. One day as he was addressing 
the congregation in the Prophet's mosque, 
he put to his audience the question: 

"Muslims! What will you do if I 
become lax in observing the principles 
of Islam and incline to worldliness? " 

Thereupon one man rose from amidst 
We live in an age of Dictators. You I th~ congregation and unsheathing his sword 

must have heard about the mush-room said : 
growth of dictators in many countries 
of the world. Russia has her Stalin " With this shall your head go off." 

Italy, her Mussolini and their word i~ 
law unto their people. Germany has her Umar, in order to test how far he was 
Hitler and a law was recently enacted . in earnest said: 
in that country making any criticism of 
his person an offence punishable with a 
long term of imprisonment. His word is 
law unto his people. According to an 
English saying the king can do no wrong. 
That however is a mere platitude so far 
as the king is concerned. If thi~ adaae 
is true of any one, it is the mod:rn 
Dictator. Anyone who dares challencre the 
will of any of the half a dozen of Dictators 
i~ the various countries had better prepare 
himself for the gallows or the firing squad. 
These Dictators are a great danger to the 
peace of mankind. Any time the whim 
for war may seize any one of them and he 
may plunge the whole world into blood
shed and carnage. You may well ask, 
" What about dictators in Islam ? Were 
not the Caliphs of the early days of Islam 
virtually dictators ?" 

The Caliph in Islam was no doubt 
the sole head of the Muslim State and he 
had the entire control and direction of the 
state machinery into his hands. His autho
rity was, however, based on and derived 
from a yet higher authority-the authority 
of the law of Islam. So long as he acted 
in conformity with the law of Islam, his 
authority was binding on Muslims. The 
moment he deviated from that law, he 
forfeited his rightto the people's submission 
to his authority. 

Abu Bakr was the first Caliph who 
succeeded the Prophet. On taking the 
reins of Government into his hands he 
delivered an address to his people in which 

" Do you know what you say and to 
whom you say it?'' 

"Indeed I do," said the man undaunted 
-" I mean what I say and I know whom I 
am addressing." 

" Thank God," said Umar, " that 
among Muslims there are men who would 
even set Umar right at the point of the 
sword, if he were to go wrong." 

Such, dear children, were these Divine 
Dictators in Islam. They did not consider 
themselves a bit superior to the meanest of 
their people ; for this fundamental equality 
ofall men is the bedrock of Islamic teachings. 
These Dictators were the living embodi
ments of this essence of the message of 
Islam. History records numerous events 
from their lives how they looked upon 
themselves as much of common human 
beings and as much subject to the law as 
the commonest of men in the State of 
Islam. Once, it is related, a certain man 
had a cause for complaint against Umar. 
He forthwith sued the Caliph in the Court 
of the Qazi, Zaid-bin-Thabit. The Qazi 
summoned the Caliph to appear before 
him and answer the charge against him. 
The Caliph came. But as he entered the 
court the Qazi stood up to receive him and 
offered his own seat to him. "This is your 
first act of injustice '', said U mar and 
humbly took his seat by the side of the corn• 
plainant, 

EDITOR. 
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JINNAH'S REJOINDER TO JAWAHARLAL 

TORN BETWEEN BENARES AND MOSCOW 

Mussalmans are not Prepared to Merge 
Themselves into any Organization 

" The urgent question facing every nationalist 
in India to·day is how to create unity out of 
diversity and not fight each other. The All-
1 ndia Muslim League is trying to do this in its 
own humble -Nay and it has no quarrel with those 
who are fighting for the country's freedom. As 1 
have always maintained, the Muslim League is 
prepared to join hands with any progressive party 
in the fight for the country's freedom, but lo 
achieve this the question of minorities must be 
settled satisfactorily ; here I am not talkiug of 
Muslims only but all minorities. Further we are 
not prepared to merge ourselves into any organiza
tion, however great it may be and however ad· 
vanced its programme and policy may be unless 
it is determined by common consent" says Mr. 
Muhammed Ali J innah in the course of a long 

statement in reply to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Mr. Jinnah then quotes what he said on Nov• 

ember 3, 1936. 

" On November 3, 1936. I stated in my 
interview : 'It is obvious that we do not agree or 
endorse the programme and policy of the Indian 
National Congress. But in the various Legisla
tures, the Congress party or any other party, 
which stands for the progress and welfare of our 
motherland will naturally receive our co-operation 
as we expect to receive their co-operation for the 
same object.' 

" This statement of mine incnrred the dis
pleasure of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and he 
instead of appreciating it gave a reply that he did 
not care what • may be or migh be.' but what he 
wanted was • real fighters.' I did not \\ ish to 
take any notice of the flippant criticism because it 
is no use indulging in contrnversies amongst our
selves. The thing is that we should try and 
understand each other. 

" I might have replied to him, and I do so, 
now in self-defence Where was this great fighter 
when he agreed to the Second Round Table Con
ference after having boycotted the first ? Did he 
not know that the Round Table Conference was 
called on the basis of the aQnonncement made by 
His Majesty's Government on October 31, 1929, 
which runs as follows:-

British Policy 

• The goal of British policy was stated in 
the declaration of August 1917 to be that of 
providing for the gradual development of 
self-governing institutions with a view to the 
progressive realization of responsible govern• 
ment in India as an integral part of the British 
Empire, 

' But in view of the doubts which have 

been expressed both in Great Britain and 
India regarding the interpretation to be placed 
on the intentions of the British Government 
in enacting the Statute of 1919, l am authoriz
ed on behalf of His Majesty's Government to 
state dearly that in their judgment it i!I 
implicit in the declaration of 1917 that the 
natural issue of ln<lia's constilutional progress, 
as there contemplated, is the attainment of 
Dominion Status. 

• In the full realization of this policy, it is 
evidently important that the Indian States 
should be afforded an opportunity of finding 
their place, and even if we cannot at present 
exactly foresee on what lines this development 
may be shaped, it is from every point of view 
desirable that whatever can be done should 
be done to ensure that action taken now is 
not inconsistent with the attainment of the 
ultimate purpose which those, whether in 
British India or the States. who look forward 
to some unity of all India, have in view.' 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

"But this is not all. When the Gandhi
Irwin Pact was arrived at, what did this great 
fighter do, again ? Where was he ? The Con
gress accepted this position and I am quoling from 
the Gandhi- Irwin Agreement, Clause 2, which runs 
as follows :-

• As regards constitutional questions, •the 
scope of future discussions is stated with the 
assent of His Majesty's Government to be with 
the object of consid!lring further the scheme 
for constitutional government of India dis
cussed at the Round Table Conference. Of 
the scheme there outlined, Federation is an 
essential part ; so also are Indian responsibility 
and reservations or safe-guards in the interests 
of India for such matters as, for instance, 
defence, external affairs, the position of 
minorities, the financial credit of India and 
discharge of obligations.' 

" Incoherent " Statement 

" Does it lie in his mouth to parade so much 
that he stands for complete independence of India, 
which when it suits him becomes the substance of 
independence. 

"Now, coming to his recent pronouncement, 
I am glad that he admits that he has not given 
full consideration to my speech as he has been 
rushing about from place to place. That may 
account for his incoherent statement 

" In the first place, what he said, which was 
reported in all the papers, is as follows:-

"' There are only two parties in the country
the Government and the Congress. The rest must 
line up.' I was addressing a meeting where I was 
appe~ling to Musalman voters to support 
the League candidates, and I said-' I regret to 
say I find much interference of the Hindus and 
the Congress in setting up candidates against the 
Muslim League candidates. Our policy and 
programme is not a selfish one. We are ready 
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and willing to co-operate with any group of 
progressive and independent nature provided its 
policy and programme approximately correspond 
with that of our own.' Then I naturally could 
not allow the claim of Pandit Jawaharlal that 
Congress represents the whole of India, and that 
there is no other party of any consequence. It is 
not only devoid of any foundation but calculated 
to do enormous harm. I was speaking only on 
behalf of the Muslims. But surely Pandit 
Jawabarlal knows that there are other parties also 
in the field. 

Congress and Award 

"May I remind him that he wrote at least 
three essays recently with regard to the policy and 
the attitude of the Congress towards the Commu
nal Award in order to placate the other parties 
and the Congressmen and that he temporarily 
secured some agreement wich is again in the 
melting pot. And yet in his airy fashion he con
siders that the communal question is not vital. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is torn between 
Benares and Moscow, and the rest of his statement 
where he deals with social and economic matters 
and his claim that he has got a large body of 
Muslim followers cannot be accepted by the intelli
gent man. 

" If he has got the solid backing of the 
Muslims why is he not contesting every seat from 
the Muslim electorates instead of confining himself 
only to one or two seats in Bombay and Bengal 
and one or two in the Punjab. All-told, I do not 
think there are more than a dozen candidates that 
are set up by the Congress in the Muslim electo
rates, and why create this controversy and attack 
the Muslim League whose policy and programme 
is a full-blooded national one. Only we do not 
agree with certain methods and means to which 
the Congress stands pledged. 

'' The communal question, or the Hindu
Muslim question, he ought to know by now, is 
purely a question of minorities and a political pro
blem which must be adjusted. Muslims happen 
to be the largest, but besides the Muslims there 
are other minorities in the country and it is the 
du1 y of every Indian to create a sense of security 
anil confidence so far as they are concerned, by 
meeting them equitably, 

Indian Nationalism 
" If I remember right not very long ago Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru, speaking to the Frontier 
Patbans, promised to give a blank cheque to the 
Mualims which he was willing to write with Indian 
pen on a swadeshi paper. Was it an important 
issue at that time, and not a trifling matter as he 
is now preaching? What has happened to that 
blank cheque ? The Congress has not the 
monopoly, nor are they the sole custodians of 
Indian nationalism. 

" When he refers to the Independent Party 
in the Assembly with contempt he utterly ignores 
all the services that they have rendered. But for 
this Party, the Congress party would not have 
.carried a single measure, and if he looks at the 
division list for the last two years, as admitted by 
Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, the majority of the Muslims 

have voted for national interests in spite of the 
fact that they are returned on their individual 
efforts and from separate electorates. 

" He says that the Muslim League represents 
a group of Muslims, no doubt highly estimable 
persons, but functioning in the higher regions of 
the upper middle classes, But what is the 
Congress high command composed of ? They are 
also estimable persons of upper middle class. 
Where are the peasants and workers, and besides 
what is the total number of the members of the 
Congress? Even a large bulk of patriotic and 
nationalistic Hindus are not members of the 
Congress, because they do not believe in the 
Congress methods. 

Congress and League 

" I am thankful to him for his kind offer 
when he says, ' Congress welcomes all co-operation' 
'It will co-operate with pleasure with the Muslim 
League as with other organizations• (and I am 
glad that he recognises that there are other 
organizations also) • but the basis of this co•opera
tion must be anti-Imperialism and the good of 
the masses. In its opinion no pacts and com
promises between handfuls of upper class people 
and ignoring the interests of the masses have any 
real or permanent value. lt is wilh the masses 
that it deals. It knows that the masses, Hindu 
or Muslim, care little for communal questions. 
They demand urgently and insistently economic 
relief and in order to obtain this political freedom 
on this broad basis there can be the fullest co
operation between all the elements in the country 
who seek the good of the people as a whole and 
their freedom from Imperialism.' 

" Does he think that the policy and pro
gramme which he is preaching will meet the 
demand which he describes as urgent and insistent 
for economic relief, and would obtain this political 
freedom. Let him draw up a concrete and 
practical scheme which will meet the urgent and 
insistent demand ol the masses and which will 
give them real economic relief immediately, and I 
assure him that the Muslim League will offer its 
fullest co-operation because he is not the only 
Indian who feels for those who are suffering f11om 
poverty and hardships. He makes a great 
mistake when be assumes to be the sole custodian 
of the interests of the masses. I would ask him 
also to define how he wants us to fight Imperi
alism. 

" At one time he says we must wipe off all 
the Princes and the Indian States, destroy all 
capitalists, conliscate their lands and property 
etc and set up immediately a socialistic form of 
Government. At another time he says we must 
present a united front for the achievement of 
freedom first and we will decide everything else 
through a constituent assembly at some unknown 
date, when we have got possession of power or 
when we are on the verge of the possession of 
power I wonder whether the masses who 
demand and require urgent and insistent economic 
relief can understand what he means. 
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Muslim League Policy 
" The Muslim League is willing and ready 

and in fact, it is part of our programme and policy 
to co•operate with any other responsible party 
provided a common policy and programme can be 
agreed upon and which will create a really united 
front. The League does not believe in assuming 
a non•communal label with a few adventurers or 
credulous persons belonging to other communities 
thrown in and who have no backing of their 
people, and thus pass off as the only party entitled 
to speak and act on behalf of the whole of India. 

" I flatter myself that I am put in the same 
category as Bhai Parmaoand by Pandit Jawahar• 
)al Nehru but may I draw his attention to the 
fact that there is a vital difference between him 
and me, for he stands for Hindu Raj, whereas I 
stand for a full democratic responsible government 
for the people of India. 

" I wonder whether he realises where bis 
preachings will land him and the innocent people 
who may follow him. I would request him to 
come to the earth and study more the existing 
conditions and facts facing us and apply his energy 
and his ability as a practical man to the solution 
of problems that are facing us and cry halt and 
give up his fantastic programme. Is he going to 
rise or remain as Peter Pan who never grew 
up?" 
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Questions & Answers 
Muhamad Amin, Cawopore: 

1. Don't you think the Western countries 
are so worldJy.minded that it is useless to send 
any mission to them and tell them about Islam ? 
Why not spend the same money here on the 
betterment of Muslims? 

A. Yon are right in thinking that the West 
is material-ridden. There is, however, a reaction 
to everything. The better minds in those countries 
are awaki,11ing to the fact that mere material 
achievements cannot bring them the much• 
needed peace of mind and tranquillity. There is 
an under•current of a quest after things spiritual 
all over Europe It is obvious that Islam alone can 
supply the spiritual water for which these men 
and women are thirsting. 

Besides, dissemination of Islam in the West 
has another advantage. The East is so steeped 
in inferiority complex that it t11kts all its fashions, 
even of thought, from the West. If Western 
people take kindly to Islam it serves as a tonic 
to their drooping spirits and failing faith. 

2. Is it e,sential to kill an animal on the 
occasion of Id•ul·Azha? Why not give the cost 
of the animal as charity jl Does God derive 
special delight from the bloodshed of animals ? 

A. Ct·arity is good in its own way and 
Islam enjoins good many charities. Sacrifice, 
however, has a different purpose to serve. It is 
not meant to propitiate God nor does it mean 
anything to God whether or not an animal is 
slaughtered. It has a lesson for the man who 
does it. That lesson is to call attention to 
the universal law that lov. er life must be sacrificed 
to higher life. This is a law of nature and universal 
in its application. The act of sacrifice is intended 
to drive this lesson home to man.- viz., that 
he must also learn to subjugate the flesh 
within him so that the soul may thrive •and 
flourish, tlmt whenever he finds himself torn 
between a lower and a highe1 cause, he must 
go in for the higher, no matter if it should cost him 
even his life. So it is obvious this purpose can 
not be served by giving away money in charity. 

3. Sometime ago you wrote that your 
Anjuman has translated the Quran into German, 
What has become of that Translation? 

A. It yet 'I.Waits publication. The typed 
manuscript is ready and will be put into the 
printers' hands as soon as necessary funds are 
available. Efforts are being made to collect the 
funds. It would cost a good bit of money. 

4. What do you think of the Turks' aboli
tion of the Arabic prayer and substituting Turkish 
instead? 

A. It is useful in so far as it will make prayer 
intelligible to the vast bulk of the people who 
recited the Arabic prayer only parrot-like. It 
"'ould have been much wiser, however, had the 
people been required to master the translatioh and 
recite the prayer in the original Arabic. In that 
case prayers would have been intelligent and at the 
same time the one common golden link of Arabic 
which binds the world of Islam together would 
have remained intact. 
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