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Moplah Women Wake up 
It was on the coast of Malabar that the torch 

of Islam was first of all lit on the soil of India. 
In the course of long centuries, however, that 
have since rolled by, that torch-bearer of the light 
of Islam became steeped in the darkness of ignor• 
ance and superstition and Malabar at the present· 
day is perhaps the most backward part of Muslim 
India Things are, however, fast changing there, 
as everywhere else and Malabar is awakening to 
its great heritage. During our tour in that part 
last year, we came into contact with educated 
young men from Malabar who have thrown them• 
selves heart and soul into the work of uplift and 
revival amongst their people. Tellicherry may be 
said to be the centre of such revivalist activities 
where a band of enthusiastic youths, led and 
inspired by the well-known Seedi Sahib, a young 
lawyer of much enlightenment and vision, are 
earnestly and steadily carrying out a well-planned 
programme of reconstruction. The Cltandrilw, 
which is a powerful and enlightened Malayalam 
organ, is one of the achievements of this group of 
workers. 

From press reports to hand it seems the pace 
of progress is moving pretty fast there and even 
the Muslim women have be-stirred themselves. 
The Tellicherry Ladies' Association, an organi
zation of Moplah women, celebrated its first 
anniversary on January 30 under the presidency 
of Begnm Ayisha Padasha, B.A. The Guardian 
of Madras gives the following account of the 
meeting:-

" Begum T. C. Manjumma Sahiba welcomed 
the gathering. She traced the history of 
the Association and said that it was started 
last year by a few girls and was considered 
only as children's play then. Gradually more 
responsible women joined the Association. 

The object of the Association was to eradi
cate superstition in which the Moplah women 

were steeped, and to spread modern education 
among them according to Muslim ideals. 
Although the Muslim religion enjoined that 
the women-folk should also be educated the 
Moplah women of Malabar did not take 
advantage of the facilities given by the Govern• 
ment, local boards and municipalities. She 
advised Moplah women to send their children 
to school, and hoped that the Association 
would take the lead from the President d the 
meeting. 

The President severely condemned the 
purdah system. " I am glad, however (she 
said), that the Muslim girls, compared with 
girls of other communities, get more religious 
instruction. There is hardly any Muslim above 
the age of ten who is unable to read and write 
Arabic. But we do not take proper interest 
in the study of our mother tongue. Some 
people believe that if girls learn Malayalam 
they will be prompted to write love letters. 
This is foolish." 

She criticised the method of teaching Arabic. 
and said that children were taught to read 
and recite Arabic without understanding the 
meaning. 

She made a strenuous appeal to her Muslim 
sisters to keep their houses and their surround
ings clean. The death-rate of Moplah mothers' 
at child-birth was much gre11.ter than among 
other communities. Their ignorance and 
superstition were the root cause of that 
calamity. 

She advised them to practice hygiene in 
their daily life. The Moplahs spent a lot of 
money on marriage and other ceremonies which, 
was a waste and led them to poverty." 

* 

Anti-God Cobgress 

A few years back, Soviet Russia sta,rted a 
a Five-year Anti-God Plan. They are now think
ing of founding an Atheist International. To this 
end is going to be held a Congress in Moscow 
this month which will be attended by 1,600 
delegates representing 46 countries. All religions 
will be attacked and anti-religious lectures will be 
broadcast. 

www.alahmadiyya.org
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Back-door to Atheism 

Professor Haidar Khan of Aligarh, in the 
course of his extension lecture on religion has 
struck at the very root of religion when he ob• 
serves:-

" At an early stage of evolution, in human 
society, revelation as a basis of religion was 
extremely useful in stopping criticism. As a 
source of attaining truth it is not only un
reliable but being supernatural fails to carry 
any appeal to the modern man." 

In plain language this means that the revela
tion which various prophets from time to time 
gave to humanity as the will of G~d was a pious 
fraud intended to gag the mouth of criticism. As 
a matter of fact, the learned professor would have 
us believe, there was no such thing as God reveal
ing His will to any of these Teachers. This under• 
mines the very institution of religion which is 
?ased on the fact of revelation. To say that 
1t was meant to stop criticism is to betray igno
rance both of religion and the evolution of human 
mind. The Quran welcomes criticism ; in fact, it 
?ncourages criticis_m. To blindly accept things 
1s repeatedly described as the characteristic of the 
dumb driven cattle. The Professor has done a 
great injustice to a religion like Islam when he 
puts it in the same boat with all other faiths 
which enjoin blind faith. The Quran may, in 
fact, ?e described as a passionate plea for the 
exercise of the reasoning faculty. We are sur
prised that a Professor of a Muslim University 
who has been considered competent enough to 
del_i~er an extension lecture on the subject of 
rehgron should betray such ignorance of the most 
dominant note in the teachings of his own 
religion. 

The observation is self-contradictory however 
f h . ' ' rom t e view-point of the " evolution of human 
society " the Professor advances as an argument. 
The " early stage'' of hu~an society was certainly 
not a stage of ·•criticism". The reasoning faculty 
was not much developed and there was thus no 
such thing as " criticism''. The question of 
" stopping criticism ", therefore, never arose at 
that early stage. It is the modern age which is 
th~ ~geof ~riticism. And hence in keeping with the 
spmt of this age, the Last Revelation (the Quran) 
actually welcomes criticism. The primitive man 
was not argumentative and hence early revelations 
eschewed all argumentation. Not that argumenta• 
tion was dreaded, as the learned Professor seems 
to think-but the fact is human mind was incapable 
of criticism. With the advent of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad dawns an era when the 
huma_n mind ~a~ to attain to a very high plane 
of _rat1ona_l thrnkmg and hence in keeping with 
this coming age, the Prophet was vouchsafed a 
revelation which seeks contact with the reason 
of ,!11Bn a~d _repeatedly appeals to that facutly. 
This fa~t, m itself, should furnish a proof as to 
th? wisdom underlying the Divine Scheme of 
things. So long as man was in his intellectual 
infancy, revelation was confined to command
ments. When he grew to maturity, revelation 
was a~apted to that changed stage of his mental 
evolut1on. 

\Vhen, however, we have said this, we must 
also add, in fairness to the Professor that he is 
perfectly right in saying that the fact of revelation 
does not much appeal to the modern man. He 
has only voiced the feelings of an average modern 
man of all religions when he says that revelation 
" fails to carry any appeal to the modern man." 
As we discussed the subject in one of our issues 
while commenting on the " Convention of Reli. 
gions '' here in Lahore, the general trend of the 
modern man is exactly as Professor Haidar Khan 
has put it. No more of scriptures, no more of 
mantras or miracles ! Man must henceforward 
be solely guided by the light of his own 
reason. This is the modern attitude towards 
religion. The Musalman, we are afraid, is 
no <'xception. An average educated Musalman, 
with all his reverence for the Quran and the 
deep wisdom underlying its teachings, does 
not seriously take the view that it is really the 
Word of God. He is rather inclined to believe 
that it is the word of the Prophet, in other 
words, an interpretation of God's will by the 
Prophet in his own lang11age. This view was 
expressed by the late Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in 
this famous couplet : 

The Syed was a great benefactor of the 
Musiim community and a man of thorough sincerity 
and devotion. It must, however, be said that this 
was a very mistaken view of the institution of 
revelation and a most dangerous view too in the 
long run. This attitude seems to have been 
induced by the same fear of Western Science and 
Philosophy which is now haunting the mind of 
Professor Haidar Khan, in fact the mind of the 
modern man in general. 

But the fact is that revE:lation as the Word 
of God constitutes the one dividing line between 
religion and irreligion. The Quran makes it 
the1efore as the very fundamental article of faith, 
when in the very beginning, it describes the truly 
faithful men as : 

" Those who believe in what has been 
revealed to thee (Muhammad) and what was 
revealed before thee." 

This amounts to saying that faith is linked-up 
with the institution of revelation. Snap that link 
and you snap the very roots of faith and what is 
left is a materialistic conception of religion which 
is only a euphuistic word for atheism. That is 
why it seems to us that denial of the Word of 
God is a back-door to atheism. And that is why 
we repeatedly hammer on this point. We sense 
this growing danger among educated Muslims, 
which Professor Haidar Khan has only frankly 
e«pressed. They do not seriously take the Quran 
to be every bit the Word of God-yes the Word 
out of God's own mouth. But unless they do so, 
we are positive, they have not at all understood 
the message of Islam, nor, for the matter of that, 
can there be any regeneration of the Muslim 

(See page 4) 
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Mr. Andrews on Islam 
I 

The Deccan Times of Madcas contains an 
article reproduced elsewhere, " The Function 
of Islam" from the pen of Rev. C. F. Andrews 
which is at once interesting and thought-provoking. 
He tells us that during his first years in India, 
his heart " was towards Islamic ideals more than 
towards the Hindu outlook upon life". " At that 
time indeed", he goes on to say, "l was thoroughly 
absorbed in Islam ; its history and culture fascinat
ed me and I read and studied all I could about 
it." Though the pendulum swung later on 
towards Hinduism, he says, his early reverence 
for Islam remains unshaken. He believes that 
Islam is not a spent force and has some "function 
to perform in the Body of Humanity ". It is that 
function which his article seeks to explain. 

From what follows, however, it seems that 
the Rev. Mr. Andrews, notwithstanding his exten
sive study of Islam, has missed the spirit of Islamic 
teachings on the much-discussed question of 
violence and non-violence. Refercing to the 
teaching of Ahinsa in Christianity and Buddhism he 
·says: 

" I can not see this side of religious truth 
emphasized in Islam. The Quran, as I read 
it, does not carry the solution of this great 
problem of non-retaliation any further forward. , 
Rather, the •opposite principle of retaliatocy 
justice appears to gain a fresh approval and 

1 

conviction ". 
We are afraid our reading of the Quran does 

not le11,d us to that conclusion. It is true that 
Islam does not carry the doctrine of non-retaliation 
to the extreme and inculcate non-resistance to evil 
under all circumstances. But it is certainly a very 
mistaken reading of the Quran to think that it 
puts all the emphasis on retaliation and none 
whatsoever on forgiveness. 

The entire span of the Prophet's Ministry 
extended over twenty-three years. Out of these, 
full thirteen, i.e., more than half, furnish a 
demonstration of Ahinsa which is perhaps un
paralleled in the history of mankind. This was a 
period of extreme persecution for the Prophet and 
his little band of comrades. The opponents tried 
to kill the movement with sheer ridicule. The 

·Prophet, when he went about delivering his mess
age, was haunted and scoffed at as one who had a 
screw loose somewhere in his head. This failing, 
resort was made to social boycott and the small 
brotherhood was confined within a strict blockade 
for a number of years. When this too proved 
unavailing they took to physical violence Con
verts to the new cult were, as a rule tortured and 

not a few were actually killed and quartered. But 
they calmly submitted to all this and not a little 
finger was raised to avenge the oppression. 

It might be said- in fact it is one of the 
stock arguments of the critics of Islam-that the 
Prophet was then not in a position to return tit 
foe tat. This is not the corcect view of things. It 
was an age when the sword was freely used and 
the Pcophet could cectainly have used it. Such 
stalwarts as Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali 
had already joined the brotherhood. Besides 
numerical inferiority never weighed with the Pro• 
phet. Even later on, when he had to unsheathe 
the swocd, the Muslims were no match for the 
enemy, in points of numbers as well as equipment. 
Both at Badr and Uhad, their numerical strength 
to that of the enemy stood at one to three. Never
theless when the worst had come to the worst, the 
Prophet never calculated consequences. If he had 
wished it, he could have left things to the arbitra• 
lion of the sword even at Mecca But fighting 
was simply not in his line. He had come, not to 
plunge his people into mutual bloodshed, but to 
weld them into a brotherhood. "We have not 
sent thee," as the Quran plainly puts the Prophet's 
mission, " but as a mercy unto the nations." The 
Prophet was a man of peace, not of war. The 
gospel of retaliation \\ as already in full force in 
Arabia. He had come with the Gospel of Peace 
which Islam literally means. He simply did not 
want bloodshed and wanted to avoid it as long as 
he could. There was yet a way out of it-it 
seemed to him. He must quit the place and settle 
elsewhere. So rather than return evil for evil, he 
left his very home and hearth together with his 
comrades and he took himself to a distant place, 
Medina, 120 miles from Mecca. This was a 
supreme sacrifice in the interest of peace. Most 
of human bloodshed centres around "home", 
What after all is the present-day international pro• 
blem of Europe? Why, a problem of "home". 
Every power wants the prosperity of its own home 
at the expense of others. The Prophet and his 
little community, rather than destroy the peace of 
their people, destroyed their own " homes ", the 
dearest possession of men on earth. 

It therefore betrays an utter lack of full 
grasp of the message of Islam to suppose that 
Islam places all the emphasis on the sword and 
none on peace and non-retaliation. The Rev. 
Mr. Andrews is, however, not to blame. After all 
he is a non-Muslim and has formed his impressions 
of Islam by contact with Muslims and their 
wntrngs. Even highly learned Musalmans are 
labouring under this misconception-e.g., that Islam 
puts a very great value on warfare. No doubt at 
times it does. But warfare is certainly no part of 
its m1ss1on. The mission of Islam is peace-nay, 
more than peace. It aims at welding the whole 
of human society into a brotherhood and all its 
principles and teachings are conducive to that 
grand goal, 

Here, by the way, we may refer to another 
view of Mr. Andrews. He thinks Islam has made 
no original contribution to the epiritual life of 
man. "I do not think," he says, " that we can 
point to any new law of the spiritual life that 
Islam has discovered for the first time in human 
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history," Why, is this conception of the univers• 
ality of God and of human equality in His sight 
the grandest of all spiritual conceptions and was 
not this for the first time, taught by the Quran ? 
We do not relish criticism of other religions. But 
Hinduism with its myriads of deities and sub
deities and castes and sub-castes certainly cannot 
be claimed to have revealed this great Truth. 
Christianity too, as originally conceived, concerns 
itself more ,~ith the " lost sheep of Israel" than 
with humanity at large. It was the Quran that 
first of all, brought the great gospel of One God 
and One Humanity. 

But this is just by the way. To come back 
to the original question, nothing could be more 
foreign to the spirit of the Quranic message than 
to say that it is a religion of the sword. It is a 
r.eligion of peace, of something more than peace
of human brotherhood. Ahinsa is at best a 
negative virtue. Islam goes much further. It 
prescribes three stages of which non-violence is 
the lowest. The three stages as given in the 
Quran (3 : 133) are:-

1. Al-l(aziminal Ghaiz, i.e. those who curb 
their wrath. 

2. Al-'Aftna 'Aninnas, i.e., those who for
give people (their wrongs). 

3. Wall alto Yultibbul M uhsinin, i.e., God 
loves those who return good for evil. 

It is recorded of · the well-known Imam 
Hasan that one day when at dinner time his 
servant brought a dish of soup, it fell down spoiling 
the clothes of the Imam. The latter showed a 
bit of displeasure. The Sl:rvant read out verse 
No. 1 which enjoions curbing wrath. The Imam, 
thereupon, resumed his composure. The servant 
then read out the second verse, The Imam said 
" I forgive you.'' The servant read the third verse 
-doing good for evil. The Imam said, 11 well, I 
give you your freedom.'' This will just give 
Mr. Andrews some idea as to the spirit of Islamic 
teachings and how early Muslims had imbibed 
this spirit. It will show him that Islam does not 
put much value on mere non-violence, which, after 
all, may be due to sheer impotence. It inculcates 
returning good for evil. 

This is the essence of Islam-not sword. 
Sword no doubt comes in too. But when and 
how and in what capacity--we would discuss m 
our next. 

(Continued from page 2) 
nation. It was the Word of God which like the 
rain from the clouds resu3citated the dead soil of 
Arabia and breathed life into those desolated 
sands. That £ame Word of God alone can bring 
about that Millenium of Islam to which all 
Musalmans are eagerly looking forward-the 
,enaissance of Islam. The Quran is the Fountain
head of all life, all vitality. It is not mere wisdom. 
It is the water of life. The Quran itself likens 
its message to the shower of rain, But it can 
work only where it sinks into our hearts as the 
very Word of God. It took root in the hearts of 
early Muslims as such and hence the wonderful 
life, vigour and vitality they displayed. That life, 
that vigour, that vitality can only come when we 
open the soil of our hearts to the same water of 
life-viz., the Holy Quran. 

ISLAM, COMMUNISM and THE JEWS 

(By Dr. S. M. Abd11llah, Imam, Berlin Mosque) 

Nowadays tV10 problems are assuming a 
very important natnre in our present-day life. 
The first is that of communism and the second is 
the Jewish problem. I shall try to deal with both 
these problems, very briefly, from the Islamic point 
of view. 

The idea of communism is not only foreign 
to the teachings of Islam but also incompatible 
and inconsistent VI ith its very nature. The first 
thing which divides communism and Islam is the 
idea of God. Godhood is the fundamental 
principle of Islam and I believe that no other 
religion has laid so much stress upon this all
important idea than Islam, As a matter of fact, 
every action of a Muslim is pregnant with the idea 
of God. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, may 
the choicest blessings of God Almighty be upon 
him, has taught us prayers for each and every deed 
of our daily life, be it small or great. While 
eating, drinking, walking, going to sleep, in short, 
for every sphere of our life we have a prayer and 
thus to remember God. Such deep-rooted is the 
idea of God in the life of a Muslim. On the 
contrary communism denies religion as a principle 
fundamentally and entirely. It recognises religion 
only as an II opium for the people". Another 
point where Islam and Communism differ is that 
of private property. The idea of private property 
is unknown to communism, whereas Islam 
recognises the existence of private property and 
individual rights. Islam does racognize the rights 
and claims of the working class in the common
wealth of the country. The Holy Quran says: 
" And in their property is a portion due to him 
who begs and to him who does not beg." The. 
Government and dictatorship of the proletariat, 
however, is a thing unknown in Islam. Com
munism regards labour as the only value-producing 
factor, and would, therefore, have an economic· 
system from which the Capitalists were to be 
eliminated and " labour" as the only producer of 
wealth, was to have possession of all wealth, 
which should be equally distributed among the 
members of the "commonwealth," irrespective 
of their ability or efforts, with the result of leaving 
no impetus for any progress or advancement. 
Thus communism is not merely anti-bourgeois ; it 
is against human civilization itself. In order to 
give an idea of the " Paradise" created by the 
proletariat in Russia I give below a few quotations 
from the Times, London published on July 26, 
1934. " After a long and full study of an immense 
mass of documents and evidence from all quarters 
and the examination in many cases of sufferers 
themselves, the impression left on his mind was 
that the condition of things last year in Russia, 
was appalling. The number of those who died of 
hunger was nearer 6,000,000 than 3,000,000. In 
one town ,10,000 out of a population of 240,000 
died, in another 4&% died out of 40,000 inhabi
tants, There were places where people were 
living on cats and dogs and where horse-flesh was 

(Seepage 6) 
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Syed Jalal-ud-Din Afghani's Nationality 
I 

BY DR. AoNAN, EX•MlNISTEH OF INTERIOR 
TURI<EY 

l have read the article on Sheikh Jamaluddin 
Al-Afghani in your Special Id issue of 1936 with 
care and interest. The writer of the articlP, Mr. 
Abdul Ghaffar, may also be knowing lhat the 
Sheikh spent several year5 in Turkey as a Turkish 
Official and took part in the public and intellectu<1l 
life of my country. He also died in Turkey and 
his tomb is in Istanbul. 

In the first place 1 must confess that I have 
not been able to understand the Sheikh's historic 
roll of "Father of N:itionalism" in Mu~lim Coun
tries. In my opinion the Sheikh was culturally a 
broad-minded and courageous Muslim thinker and, 
politically a Pan-Islamist. For, the meaning we 
nowadays give to Nationalism is irreconcilable with 
Pan-Islamism. Perhaps the writer of the article 
wishes to give a different meaning to Nationalism 
in Muslim countries. 

Mr Abdul Ghaffar, in the free translation of 
the opening chapter of his "Chronicles of Afghani" 
which, not being in English, will be a closed 
treasure for me, discusses the birth-place and the 
nationality of the Sheikh but ignores wholly the 
opinion of the Turkish world on the question. 

The life and the intellectual as well as the 
political activities of Sheikh Jamaluddin have been 
discussed copiously in the Turkish press after the 
Revolution of 1908, One of the most convincing 
articles on the racial origin of the Sheikh was 
written by Ahmad Agbayeff (the writer knew the 
Sheikh personally), a distinguished publicist of 
contemporary Turkey. It appeared in a Turkish 
Review, TURK YURDU in Vol. 1, Page 201. 
Ahmad Aghayeff says " I have had three interviews 
with the Sheikh. At our second meeting I asked 
him about his origin. His answer [ noted there 
and then in my note book, in his presence. I 
reproduce his own words: " My father and mother 
were from Marga (A Turkish town in Azerbaijan) 
but they went to Hamadan and settled there where 
I was born. My father's business declined in 
Hamadan so we were obliged to migrate to 
Afghanistan." 

Ahmed Aghayeff further adds that Sheikh 
Jamatuddin Al-Afghani spoke Azeri form of Turkish 
as his mother tongue. Moreover, according to the 
"Tarikh-i-Bidari-i-lran" also our Sheikh must be 
a Turk. The author of the work" Nizam-ul-Islam" 
states that Jamaluddin Al-Afghani spoke Turkish 
when he was eight years old. It stands to reason 
that if a boy of that age in the vicinity of Hamadan 
spoke Turkish he must have learnt it from his 
parents. We can, therefore, assume that his 
mother tongue was Turkish. 

I am afraid my observations complicate rather 
than clear the question of Sheikh's nationality. 
After all it is no use discussing the origin of a man 
who has taken as his surname from the name of the 
country of his choice, but these controversies may 
throw some light on certain historical facts, 

There is, however, another point to which I 
want to draw attention in regard to his death. 
Some Western Orientalists say that the Sheikh was 
poisoned by the order of Abdul Hamid II, Sultan 
of Turkey. It is a fact that the Sultan after giving 
t~e Sheikh refuge in Istanbul for the second time, 
distrusted him because of his revolutionary ideas 
and had his house watched by the police. But it 
is also an established fact that the Sheikh died of 
cancer of the maxilla. 

II 

BY 'AL•IMAMI' 

The article on Syed Jamaluddin which appear
ed in your 'Id special, 1936, has really plunged 
me ioto utter despair and has brought back to my 
memory the sad and depressing memoirs of old. I 
do not desire to fling myself and my readers into a 
controversy with regard to the opinion expressed in 
the article, because the fault is not of the writer in 
asserting Syed Jamaluddin, as an Afghan. The 
fault actually lies with the people of Iran of those 
days who were quite regardless of the appreciation 
extended to the great men of Iran outside Iran in 
their time, and so neglected some of the best 
Iranians were compelled to leave their fatherland 
and go abroad for their activities. Iran thus lost 
some of her great men who achieved greatness 
outside Iran. The peopl~ of other countries where 
these great men made their abode not only took 
advantage of their knowledge and teachings, but 
also tried their best to make them their own. 

Now Iran has awakened from her long slumber 
and has girded up her Joins to make amends for 
her long neglect towards her past. With a strong 
will and in all seriousness, she is placing before the 
world, the past greatness the sons of her soil 
achieved in and outside Iran and the lessons that 
the world learnt from their teachings. 

Iran of to day is no more the Iran of yesterday 
to commit such errors of the past and neglect the 
sons of her soil. She is fully prepared in all her 
earnestness to protect and honour her sons with 
zeal and pleasure. 

I really wish that the writer of the article 
would travel to Asadahad in Ramadan and make 
his enquiries from any man on the street there 
about Syed Jamaluddin and, without the least 
hesitation, they will in all detail relate to him, the 
full facts of his birth, childhood and in short all 
about the life history of this great man of Iran. 
This test, I presume will be the most authentic and 
worthy of record. l also advise my friend to make 
such a test in Afghanistan and thus convince himself 
of the real truth. 

It is really not quite surprising to find 'Al· 
Afghan ' associated with the name of Syed 
Jamaluddin, for this is an old practice in Iran, which 
still exists. For instance, those Iranians, who 
after their long sojourn outside Iran return to their 
fatherland, are usually known and called after the 
land of their sojourn, namely, Kbursaw-i•Calcuttai, 
Hossin-i-Chini, Mohammamd·i•Shaoghaie, etc. Is 
it justifiable to call such sons of the soil who 
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have returned to their fatherland non· Iranians.? 
J f any one of the aforesaid persons happens to be 
great or has made a great name in Calcutta, China 
or Shanghai, is it permissible that the people of 
Calcutta, China or Shanghai, should consider 
them as an Indian or a Chinese. 

III 
BY " SEEKER AFTER TRUTH " 

The controversy over the home of Al-Afghani 
will perhaps remain undecided till Doomsday. 
The Iranis claim him as an Asadabadi, the Turks 
<:laim him as an Azerbaijani, while the great Syed 
himself gives one the idea that he was an Afghan. 
I have beard the argument that bis original home 
was Sberote which was translated into Asadabad 
for diplomatic reasons. Another argument in 
favour of this claim may be that the Syed is the 
author of a book on the history of the Afghans and 
110 he must be an Afghani. 

I am, however, requesting you to give some 
space in your esteemed journal to a theory which 
was posed before me by an Indian scholar of great 
fame who had met the Syed in Hyderabad. He 
informed me that the Syed was very dark in colour 
which was rather unusual among the Iranis and 
the Afghans. Further that the Syed could 
pronounce the hard consonants of Indian languages 
such as 'bh ' 'gh,' 'chh ' and above all the hard 'r' 
as in ghorha, barha, with as much ease·as an 
Indian This was indeed nnique and uncommon. 
The Indian scholar, therefore, came to the 
conclusion that the Syed perhaps came from some 
area round about the North-West border of India; 
that like hundreds of young men from the border
land he also came to one of the great madrasahs of 
India sucb as Deoband, Rampur or Firangi 
Mahal for education and it was at one of these 
places that he learnt to pronounce Indian words as 
they should be pronounced. Later on like many 
Pathans, in British territory and even in the 
border-land, he adopted the pseudonym of " Al
Afgani" to avoid the indignity of being called a 
Hindi Battal and thus allow his great dream to be 
smashed to pieces simply because it emanated from 
a m!n who was a member of a subject people. 

The problem, therefore, is whether the Syed 
could by any chance, have been an Indian or if not 
that then the son of a Pathan family living in 
what is known as Ohair llaqa or No-Man's-Land 
between India and Afghanisthan.-Tlie Musalman. 

treatment of the bishops and clergy in the Ukraine, 
and he had seen photographs of the appalling 
state of affairs in the streets and in the 
country generally. It must be, lremetnbered 
that all this had been brought about by the 
deliberate policy of the bloodthirsty and callous 
system which had been practised in Russia for the 
purpose of forcing the population into the doctrines 
of Communism." 

But the Islamic Government is based not 
upon wealth or poverty but upon wisdom, strength 
and sacrifice for the nation. Talking of the 
Kingship of a nation, the Holy Quran sa} s: 
" They said : How can he hold kingship over us 
while we have a gre:tter right to kingship than he, 
and he has not been granted an abundance of 
wealth ? He said : Surely Allah has chosen him 
in preference to you, and He has increased him 
abundantly in knowledge and physique, and Allah 
grants His kingdom to whom he pleases and 
Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing." This quolation 
from the Holy Quran shows cli>arly that the 
criterion of Government is not wealth or poverty, 
but wisdom and strength. 

Furthermore it may be noted that ,.. hereas 
Islam is the embodiment of peace, order and 
organisation, communsim is the very mgation of 
all these things. Communism cuts at the very 
root of family and domestic life and encourages 
lawlessness, anarchism and revolution, ""hereas 
Islam is the greatest champion of love, domestic 
peace, order and obedience of the law. 

(To be Continued) 
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(Continued from page 4) 
a luxury. There were places where the advent of 
mice in spring was regarded a providential source 
of food•·· .. • ••• .•. ••• " The Earl of Denligb said 
that he had heard a great deal lately in the way 
of particulars of appalling conditions in the Ukraine, 
where the largest portion of the Catholic population 
of Russia was found. They bad beard of the 
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WOMEN'S OWN PAGE 
Letter from a European Peaceworker 

DEAR COMRADE& AND DEAR ISLAM SISTER, 
Very far from you, high up in the North 

is Sweden, my country, and from its capital 
Stockholm I am writing to you. I myself 
have never been in India and I know only a few 
Indian Mohammedan women. Oil the whole 
I don't know very much about you and your 
4ife. But really, for thirteen years I have tried 
very bard to come into contact with the 
Mohammedan world-especially with the Arab 
one--but without any result. And now, all of a 
sudden, I have this contact, but now with India. 
Baron R. 0. Ehrenfel5, Austria, invites me 
to write a little for Women's Own Page in the 
Light. He has read the German edition of the 
"ABC of the Peace Movement, Dates and Facts", 
which I began to edit in Swedish just thirteen 
years ago. This booklet tries to give a short 
review of what chiefly has been done in the whole 
world to introduce peaceful methods instead of 
war as solutions of appearing disputes and difficult
ies between countries. By editing the first 
edition as well as the 10th one I have always tried 
to find out wnat contributions the Mohammedans 
had given to the 'World Peace Movement, but I 
have tried in vain. Now Mr. Ehrenfels gives me 
very valuable information. He writes me that 
only defensive war is permitted in the Qnran and 
that violence against people of different religions 
is forbidden. He also mentions that the Arab 
word " Islam" expresses the word "peace." 
This information will now appear in my next 
edition, the Polish one. But I want to know 
much more, e.g., in what way you Mohammedans 
are co-operating with the world peace movement 
and what the Musalman of to-day does for 
Peace? 

Later I have come into contact with the 
A.hmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at-i-Islam and have 
received the Quran in English and some 
pamphlets, I have read them carefully, the Quran 
in a Swedish translation, to compare it with the 
English one. It has struck me how friendly the 
Quran speaks about women. But it has been said 
to me that the Indian Mohammedan women in 
higher degree than the Hindu women are still 
kept in harem without such rights and duties as 
women use to have nowadays. l have seen how 
clever the Turkish women arranged the suffrage 
congress in 1935 at Istanbul. I think that their 
freedom accounts very much for you as an 
Example? I wish you every progress in you, 
emancipation work l 

I know well enough that the Orient commonly 
looks at us Europeans and our peace movement as 
if we were a good deal hypocrites, that is, that we 
sp,~ak much about peace but prepare us for war, to 
co 1quer, to rule, and that the League of Nations 
is not what it ought to be. To this I want to say, 
first, that even if the League was more universal, 
which is its biggest drawback not to be, could the 
League not be better or come more forward than 
the States and the Gover.nments-wbich constitute 
the League-themselves are, All of us must 

therefore try to influence our governmental and 
state politics in a better spirit. But on the 
contrary I should say that the free work for 
world-peace, practised of the general people in 
their peace organisations does not look hypocritical, 
but it can be said that it is feeble, hesitating and 
gives no striking results. I believe however that 
the more than hundred of years old 01ganisalion• 
work, which the peace societies have done, have 
been of considerable importance for the develop
ment of the peace question. The second wing I 
want to say is that my own country Sweden for 
more than one hundred years has not been involvEd 
in war. We feel deeply the value of peace and 
perhaps it is our duty more than many countries 
to work for the world peace. May I also mention, 
that the Nordic countries have no so-called 
colonies or such difficulties of foreign politics, 
which makes it easier for us to take an interest 
in the Peace movement. 

Perhaps you wish to hear about us Swedes? 
The Scandinavian, or as often called, the Nordic 
countries arc ruled democratically through 
Parliament, elected by the people, King (Finland 
President) and Government. The women have 
suffrage and are eligible. In Sweden there are 
only 10 women in the Parliament's second chamber 
and no one in the first chamber. Different 
political parties are permitted here. The Swedes 
were early interested in the peace question. A 
Swedish woman author wrote as early as 1854 a 
call to the women to found a u·orld organisation 
for peace. The first Parliamentary proposal 
concerning the peace ide:i. appeared in Sweden in 
1869 and the first Swedish peace society was 
founded in 18~3. Later, when the Swedish 
women had got political suffrage the women took 
more part in the peace work as before, partly 
together with the men, partly in a women's own 
peace society, in the Peace sodety of the Swedish 
schools, in a special Christian society A. S. O. 
The influence of the women went further, partly 
to Nordic, partly to International co-operation. I 
think our work is sincere and honest and we want 
co-operation with you where it can be done. 

Distances in our days are not so important. 
Radio and. aircraft change the distances to next to 
nothing. The five parts of the world have come 
nearer to each other and we must hasten to come 
also spiritually nearer to each other. The women 
have now much more responsibility-compared 
with how it was-for what will happen with the 
world The world is a unity, it belongs to all of 
us and all peoples may have the right to speak 
where world-peace is considered. Very often I 
hear: first freedom, then peace. I think it to be a 
falsft formulation. Always will new and fresh 
conflicts appear in •the world, let us immediately, 
without delay, go ahead against war and violence 
and co-operate against it. 

When you read this, perhaps you think it 
looks cool and dry, and that I am a daughter of a 
country of only snow and ice, Certainly, we have 
winter now and also a little snow on the streets. 
But that is of no real importance. We are 
working persistently and intensly and this letter is 
only an outstretched hand to you. Join us in 
work for world-peace and a better world I 

ANNA T. NILSON. 
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Questions & Answers How to Help 
Abdul Hakim, Trichnopoly 

1. How far is man affected by the Devil ? 
A. In so far as man would allow himself to 

be affected by the Devil. To the righteous men's 
hearts the Devil has no access. 

1. Pass your copy of the 
Light on to others 

2. Make your friends Sub
scribe. 

2. Does reward or punishment for our actions 
begin in this world itself or only after the Day of 
Judgement? 

MANAGER -
A. In this verv life, though in a subtle form. 

In the lile after death it assumes more objectivlly 
The fullest objectivity comes on the Judgment 
Day. 
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