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GRAND MUFTI OF POLAND IN INDIA 
Funds for a Mosque in Warsaw 

Dr. Yakoub Szynkiewicz, Grand Mufti of 
Poland has come to India as the representative of 
an influential Committee set np to enlist financial 
help from the Muslims of the world towards the 
building of a mosque in ,varsaw, the capital of 
Poland. The scheme has been well supported by 
the Polish Government in a liberal way. The 
Mufti has travelled a great deal in Muslim 
countries, in Turkey, Egypt, Hedjaz, Palestine and 
has acquainted himself with the currents of Muslim 
thought in those lands. He is at present in 
Calcutta. 

M11slims in Poland 
Interviewed by a representative of the 

Mussalmaii about the Muslims in Poland the 
Grand Mufti said that Poland has a population 
of 32 millions. Out of that only 12,000 are 
Muslims. They are mostly scattered in villages in 
the north-east corner of the country. There are 
many villages which have a predominantly Musl!m 
population, During the last decade the Mushm 
population had grown at about 200 persons per 
year and this figure represents the growth from 
within, Generally the Muslims, said the Grand 
Mufti are not rich. They belong fairly to the 
middie class, follow the professio_n of agri~ulture 
and tanning. There are Muslims also tn the 
public services and liberal pr;>fessions. . The Chief 
Public Prosecutor of Poland ts a Muslim. There 
are notable Muslim judges, lawyers, etc. Vilna 
has four famous Muslim lawyers. The army is 
the special liking of the Muslims •. Ther_e is a 
special Muslim Squadron of cavalry m which all 
officers and soldiers are Muslims. The name of 
lskender Sulkievicz is honoured as that of a great 
national hero. It was he who helped the escape 
of Marshal Pilsudsky from a Russian prison and 
in military affairs later on became the right-hand 
man of the Great Marshal. When he was killed 
in the war his body was brought from the battle• 
field and buried with full state funeral in a special 
mausoleum, 

Education of Muslims 
About the education of the Muslims, the 

Grand Mufti said, that the Muslims get their 
education in state schools and the state fully 
caters for their religious needs also. For two 

hours a week all Christians, Jews and Muslims in 
schools receive religious education by their respec• 
tive teachers paid by the state, But the Muslims 
also have private schools to supplement the state 
schools where in a more elaborate way, religious 
instruction is given, About JOO years before the 
Muslims spoke a language which had a Tatar origin 
but now they speak Polish. as their mother tongue. 
The religious instruction given in Polish is written 
in Arabic character. Here both Arabic and Polish 
are used in a mixed manner. The Quran has 
been translated in Polish and the Government 
paid most of the cost of its. publication. Also the 
Government helps a great deal in the publication 
of religious literature of Islam, In matters of 
education the Government takes keen interest. 
Recently at its own expense it sent three Mus}im 
boys for education to Sarajevo and five young 
Muslims to AI-Azhar, Cairo. Out of these two 
are likely to be appointed in diplomatic service in 
Muslim countries and one to be appointed as 
professor of Arabic at the University of Warsaw 
and Imam of the projected mosque at the same 
place. Every Muslim village has a mosque and 
the state has budgetary grants for their repairs, 
These mosques were built mostly with the help 
of about 150 Polish Muslim families that live and 
work in America. Since the time of the American 
crisis they have ceased to contribute anything, 
hence the appeal to the Muslim world for building 
the great mosque at Warsaw. There are at 
present no Muslim daily papers, but there are 
three magazines run by Muslims and issued in 
Polish. The "Tatar Annual" is issued yearly and 
contains articles of general interest about Islam 
and the Tatar people. The "Tatar Life" is a 
monthly magazine and deals wilh matters of 
general interest. The " Review of Islam " is a 
quarterly magazine and is exclusively devoted to 
the discussion of Islam in all its phases. 

Mixed Marriages 
In their personal law, the Grand Mufti said, 

the Muslims are governed by the law of Islam, but 
in the matter of inheritance if the Muslims choose 
to adopt the Polish law it is duly applied, otherwise 
Islamic law is administered. Generally the 
Muslims adopt the Islamic law. But there is one 

(See page 7) 
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AESTHETIC HARITAGE Of ISLAM 
(By Dr. J{, N, Sita Ram) 

" The Aesthetic Heritage of Islam '' is the 
subject of a series of lectures arranged under the 
auspices of the Idar-i-Maarif-i-Islamia, Lahore, 
the lecturer being Dr. K, N. Sita Ram, Curator, 
Central Museum, Lahore, The first of the series 
was delivered on Feb. 19 at the Maynard Hall, 
and among the audience was a number of Pardah 
ladies. 

The speaker prefaced his lecture by saying 
that Asia was the mother of all religions and that 
Islam was her youngest and most vigorous child. 
lo his opinion, of all the great religiE>nS of the 
world, the birth of Islam resembled that of a 
comet or a planet, suddenly appearing before an 
astonished world when that world was least 
prepared for it. Not only was this phenomenon 
un-expected and sudden, but it was so very 
humble that none dreamt of the glory of its future 
nor of the tremendous momentum that lay behind 
the spirit of the teachings of the messenger of 
Allah. 

Even to-day, after a lapse of 13 centuries, 
the historian, looking back on this event, gets 
the same feeling of wonder and astonishment as 
the first v1s1on of the bursti:>g of a glorious 
autumnal dawn across the peaks of Mount 
Everest. When the two greatest Empires of the 
ancient world, namely, that of the Sassanids 
(Persia) and the eastern Roman Empires, were 
engaged in the last act of the struggle of Europe 
versus Asia which had then been well-nigh 
continued for more than ten centuries, a truly 
great man of God, a seer who had beheld the 
vision and held communion with his Maker, 
announced this piece of good news (Paigham) to 
these two great war-lords of the then civilised 
world. 

Spiritual Dynamite 

The one treated it with contempt and the 
other with arrogance. Unmoved, the simple 
Prophet whose trust was only God and whose 
human help was his devoted wife Khadija, went 
on with his divinely ordained mission, Within 
a few years of his death this new spiritual 
dynamite blew asunder to pieces the empires of 
both these monarchs. The initial power and 
momentum of the charge held on. Victory 
succeeded victory and triumph was piled on 
triumph so that within the short space of three
quarters of a century the voice of the Muezzin 
cresonated from the Arabian Sea to the Atlantic. 

After their conquest of Africa, the Muslims 
conquered the whole of Spain up to the Pyrennes 
and finally began to harry the southern coasts of 
France and the Riviera. The victory of Charles 
the Martel (Hammer) at Tours checked this tide 
from inundating Europe and but for this stroke of 
fortune even Oxford and Cambridge would have 
become feeders of the El-Azhar, 

The lecturer traced the influence of women 
on the life of the great prophetic founders of 

religions and said that the three wives of 
Zarathushtra had very little influence on him. 
In the case of Christ, he was practically a 
bachelor, In the instances of Lord Buddha and 
Mahavira, this faminioe influence made them 
quit the world. But in the case of Islam, the 
influence of Khadija was a definite formative 
factor. 

Since, according to the injunctions of the 
Koran, the Muslims following the second 
commandment of Moses and various other 
inj11nctions \\ere forbidden the use of images 
and sculptures (Asnam and Ansab), naturally 
their best art was archilecture. Architecture and 
Art in every c0unlfy may be said to be the f1 uits 
of the tree whose flower is religion. The 
civilisation of India was born from the forest even 
as the civilisations of Greece and Rome \I ere the 
products of cities. 

Architectural Forms 

Hindu civilisation had as its artistic ideal 
Shivam, Shantarn and Sundaram (auspiciousness, 
peace and beauty) ; even so the civilisation of 
Islam was a product of the Arabian desert and 
had as its ideal strict monotheism combined 
with purity and simplicity, which monotheism 
in its sublimity can be compared to the Upanishad 
conception of a God-head (namely of Him, the 
Almighty ; no known shape exists nor can He be 
perceived by the eye). Therefore, the architec• 
tural forms evolved by the Muslims in their vast 
empire of Asia, Europe and Africa are characteris• 
ed by a marked amount of uniform simplicity, 
delicacy and beauty which are the re~ults of their 
fine feeling for a realisation of a rhythmic sense 
of proportion, This is illustrated in their mosques 
of Cordova, Cairo, Isphahan, Tabirz, Mesbad, 
Kairavan and Delhi. 

In addition to this general characteristic of a 
common alphabet of democracy pervading their 
structures, the architecture of each country which 
professed Islam was influenced not only by the 
geography of that region but also by the racial 
and cultural inheritances of the races and their 
previous art mentality before they embraced 
Islam. Thus the architecture of Arabia and 
Syria mainly consisted of domes and arches and 
majestic swells of cadenced proportion imitating 
the nocturnal sublimity of the Arabian sky. The 
architecture of Egypt and other parts of Africa 
aimed at eternity and are, so to say, the lineal 
descendants of the Hypostyle Halls of ancient 
Egypt and the Pyramids. The architecture of 
Turkey was a successful attempt in evolving a 
sublime harmony out of strong contrasts and so 
to say typified the political power and strength 
of Islam. The architecture of Persia and Turkes
tan excelled in polychiometry and the beauty of 
the tile work far surpassed the colour of the 
rainbow and of a bed of pansies. The architec• 
ture of Spain, even though it mainly consisted of 
mosques, palaces and fortresses, still expressed the 
joy that the Muslims felt in life, 
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Chivalry or Ahinsa? 

The Creed of Islam 

In our last two articles on the topic we 
tried to remove the false notion that Islam 
is out-and-out a cult of physical force, and 
relies more on the philosophy of retalia
tion than on the higher humane methods 
of loving forgiveness. The truth lies just 
the other way about. Islam places far 
higher emphasis on the human values of 
life and prescribes forgiveness or retaliation 
whichever may be conducive to the health 
of society at large. There arise occasions 
in the lives of individuals as well as nations 
when meek submission to evil becomes the 
blackest of sins and manly resistance the 
highest of virtue and a most imperative 
duty. 

One such occasion, for instance, would 
be the one quoted by Dr. Tagore, the 
incident of the people of Bali. The Poet 
and Mr. Andrews consider it a most glorious 
instance of heroism on their part to have 
offered themselves as fodder to Dutch can
nons. Islam, however, considers such 
sheepish submission to tyranny as a great 
sin both against man and God. Sheep 
submit daily without a bleat to the knife of 
the butcher but who can call it an act of 
virtue? There is not much difference 
between the Ahinsa of the sheep before the 
butcher's knife and that of the people of 
Bali before Dutch cannons. It is a sin 
against society to surrender to evil in a case 
like this. Such undoubtedly is not the 
teaching of Islam. On an occasion like 
this Islam would have Musalmans put up 
a manly fight against the oppressor and fall 
to the last man rather than meekly submit. 
It is considered the highest virtue- Jihad 
and the Quran calls upon every Musalman 
in the most forceful possible manner to 
take up the sword and meet the oppressor. 
Says the Boole-

And what reason have you that you 
should not fight in the way of Allah while the 
weak among the men and women and the 
children say: ' Our Lord! Take us away from 
this place whose people are oppressors and 

be Thou our guardian and be Thou our Helper. 
-(4: 75). 

Thus it is the holiest of acts in Islam 
to resort to force in defence of the weak 
against an oppressor. 

In another place the Quran says:
Permission to take up arms is given to those 

against whom war is made, because they have 
been oppressed-those who have been expelled 
from their homes without a just cause.
(22 : 29) 

This is another occasion when killing 
of fellow-man becomes a sacred duty-viz., 
in defence of the freedom of home-land 
against oppression. 

A third occasion when use of force 
becomes a sacred duty is freedom of con
science. Says the Quran :-

And if God had not repelled some men by 
others, cloisters, churches and synagogues and 
mosques in which God's name is much re
membered, would surely have been pulled 
down.-(22 : 40). 

Mark the broad humanitarian outlook 
of Islam! The Muslim is called upon to 
draw the sword and risk his life, not only 
in dcf cncc of the sanctity of the mosques, 
but equally of the churches and synagogues 
and temples. 

This is the teaching of Islam. To sub
mit to oppression when the oppressor is 
trampling some other fellow-men under foot 
or robliing you of your home and hearth 
and your conscience, is, according to the 
Quran, the height of indignity and mean
ness. To strike a blow, to kill and be killed 
becomes a sacred, though a sad duty. 

Islam thus strikes the golden mean 
between the two extremes as represented, 
for instance, by the aggressiveness of 
modern Vv estern nations on the one hand 
and the gospel of sheepish non-violence 
of Ahinsa on the other. Islam says-No 
aggression, no oppression. Islam says
Forgive and forget if that would wean 
over the offender from his evil ways. 
But Islam also says-Stand up like a man 
and pull the offender by the ears if he can 
not otherwise be set right. 

The Prophet's life presents a beautiful 
blend of the virtues of forgiveness and re
taliation. It may be safely asserted that he 
never avenged a personal wrong. But he 
was keenly sensitive to any wrong being 
done to others. Long before he was called 
he founded a league for the defence of the 
weak. And later on when he entered 
upon his Prophetic career, he refrained 
from the use of force as long as he could 
help it. When, however, the cup of oppres
sion was full to the brim he saw the wel-
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Care of society in resorting to. the harsher 
method of retaliation. And when finally he 
enters Mecca, the scene of his persecution, in 
triumph, there is not a thought of revenge 
or retaliation in liis hear!. The worst 
offenders are forgiven. And this in fact is 
true Ahinsa-the forgiveness of one who 
has the power to retaliate. The Ahinsa of 
the weak is only a cloak for his weakness. 

'y,-J 'ii,. ,11;1)__, 

n: f ::.: ,f', ~ 
~ .j -,./'.'"ttJw,, 
';/'J ,;,, ,• =i ,. '-' ' I , . ...;-..__ / 

ju, . ' - "- / --.... , 
TUB QUR i\ N .-\ND THE BIBLE 

DEAR Sm, -The following letter wns sent to 
the Editor of the Epiphany of Calcutta by post on 
12th January 1937 and it was acknowledged in 
his paper of 23rd January 1937 ; the same bas not 
been published As my reply is due to the 
Epiphany correspondent, l request you to kindly 
publish it in your paper. Tbe letter runs as 
follows: -

DEAR Srn,-I am glad to read the above 
headed letter published in your paper of 9th 
January 1937 by Mr. Solomon Ramaliogam. The 
original verse of the Quran regarding the abroga• 
tion runs thus :-

(Ch. 2 : Ver. 106) 
t,13. , : lti• 1~1 .::. u \-Li , 1 •t r ,.,,, .. e.Jj l,. 

Its English translation will run thus-"What• 
ever verse (or communication) We abrogate or 
cause it to be forgotten We bring one better than 

To sum up, the mission of Islam is 
Peace and Brotherhood. It lays all the 
emphasis on the universal brotherhood of 
man. It leaves no stone unturned to pro
mote understanding and good-will between 
man and man. Retaliation comes in only 
when the highest values of humanity are at 
stake and can not be saved otherwise. 
Then warfare becomes a duty-an unplea
sant duty no doubt but a very sacred duty 
at the same time. There is to be no com
promise with the forces of evil when they 
threaten the higher principles of life. Under ! 
such conditions, the evil must be fought, so 1 

goes a saying of the Prophet, with the hand; i 
failing that, with the word of the mouth ; 
failing even that, one must condemn it in his 
heart which is the least of faith. Never• 
theless it must be a fight against the evil ; 
there must be no malice against the evil
doer. The moment the evil is crushed, the 
vanquished evil-doer is to be lifted up and 
shaken by the hand as a fell ow brother. 

1 it or like it." The context will show that the 
Quran in this verse speaks of the abrogation of· 
previous scriptures. The context of the discourse 
was about " those ,vho disbelieve from among the 

This is the creed of Islam and if ! 
it were to be summed up in one word, 
that word is Chivalry. Chivalry includes 
all that is best in Ahinsa but it is 
a far higher conception of ]if e. It 
combines Ahinsa with manliness and 
heroism. And the Prophet lived up to 
this high standard. As the well-known Ger• , 
man convert to Islam, Dr. Marcus once put 
it-Chivalry, a virtue so much admired in 
the '\Vest was first born in the soil vf Arabia 
and Muhammad was the first knight. 

How to Help 

1. Pass your copy of the 

Light on to others 

2. Make your friends Sub

scribe. 
MANAGER! 

followers of the Book " (vide preceding verse 105) 
that is, the Jews, the Christians and others, who 
rejected the Quranic revelation because it cancelled 
the corrupted portions of their scriptures and 
revived the true teachings which they had for
gotten. To Mr. Ramalingam the greatest enigma 
about the Quran is this-how can it "both confirm 
and abrogate " the previous scriptures. Why, the 
matter is so plain. Like the bee that gathers 
together sweet honey from the flowers of all kinds, 
taking what is best in them the Divine Revelation 
to the Prophet collected what was best in the 
teachings of all former scriptures. The Quran set 
aside the corrupted and defiled teachings; and 
•· confirmed" (-,J."1•) and "guarded " (~•A) over· 
the true teachings contained in the previous scrip
tures. Thus the Quran has kept the previous. 
communications immune from corruption and 
preserved them in its fortified c1stle being " pure· 
pages wherein are all the right books " 

S.½t ._,.J( 4~; ip• U.-

't:ide eh. 98 ; vers 2 and 3. 

The word lt•H in the verse of abrogation 
means 'We cause it Ii e. verse or communication) 
to be forgotten•. The pronoun l.i, (it) stands for 
i.!. I (verse or communication) which is a noun, 
11ingular numher, third person and feminine gender. 
The words •· cause thee to forget " are found in 
the translation made by Mr. Ramalingom. Will 
Mr. Ramalingom or his colleague be kind enongh 
to point out the original Arabic word which has 
been translated as • thee ' in the verse ? 

Cuttack. SHAIKH GHULAM GHAWS, 
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DR. TAGORE'S MESSAGE 
., Shatter this age-long shame of ours and 

Into the boundless sky, 
Into the generous light. 
Into the air of freedom." 

raise our heads. 

With such stirring strains did Poet 
Rabindranath Tagore wind up his im
passioned appeal to the Youth of Bengal in 
the course of his Con vocation Address at 
the Calcutta University. 

For the first time in the history of the 
Calcutta University was the Convocation 
Address read in Bengali instead of English. 
This privilege, in the fitness of things, was 
conferred on Bengal's greatest poet, Dr. 
Rabindranath Tagore who has made a 
great contribution to the enrichment of 
Bengali. The address is full of some very 
bitter home truths and breathes a deep 
patriotic fervour. There are things in it 
which should be read with adv;:rntage by all 
those interested in the making of a 
Greater India. Here are a few extracts : 

" One of the most poignant signs of the 
days of a people's adversity is that even 
truisms require to be agressively proclaimed. 
Wherefore it has been necessary through long 
years to labour the pc,int that learning loses its 
vitamins if strained through a foreign language. 

lo no country in tlte world, except India, 
is to be seen this divf,rce of the 'language of 
instruction from the language of the pupil. 
A hundred years have not elapsed since Japan 
took its initiation in \Vestern culture. At the 
outset she had to take recourse to text-books 
written in foreign languages, bnt fNm the very 
first, her objective had been to arrive at the 
stage of ranging freely over the subjects of 
study in the language of the country. It wa,; 
because Japan had recognised the need of such 
studies, not as an ornament for a select 
section of her citizens, but for giving power and 
culture to all of them, that she deemed it to 
be of prime importance to make them univers
ally available to her people. And in this 
effort of Japan to gain proficiency in the 
Western arts and sciences, which were to I 
give her the means of self-defence against the 
predatory cupidity of foreign powers, to qualify 
her to take an honoured place in the comity I 
of nations, no trouble or expense was spared, 
least of all was there the miserly folly of 
keeping such learning out of easy reach, within \ 
the confines of a foreign language, 

We bad allowed ourselves too complaisantly 
to become reconciled to be thus slighted by 
the dispensers of our fate, to acquiesce in the 
belittling of the masses of our people, consoled 
by the scanty helps of learning parsimoniously 
servi>d t<l the few occupying the front seats 
called "educating the people of India." We 
had lo,t the courage even to imagine a broader 
system of education venturing beyond the 
bounds of such triviality, just as the Bedouin 
cannot dream that Providence will ever allow 
him to share in the expansive fruitfulness 
outside the few scattered oases of his desert 
homeiand. 

The significance of the new knowledge 
learnt through the English language has found 
its way into every Bengali home having taken 
on a Bengali body in our own literature. We 
now hopefully await its arrival, on the same 
intimate terms, within the portals of this 
University. And I am here to-day to bring a 
message of joy and pride from our country
men, to give voice to their hope that this 
University of Bengal will find its true glory in 
g:tining intimacy with the people of its pro
vince through their natural language. 

But, all this while our 11niversities,-poorly 
equipped, scantily respected, lacking encourage
ment,-have been plying monotonously like 
little ferry boats, carrying their handful stud
ents over the meagre subjects in their examin
ations. These universities of ours have touched 
no more lhan the outermost fringe of the great 
mass mind, and even that contact is of the 
lightest, bereft as if of all vitality in passing 
through its foreign covering. Wherefore, far 
behind the other Eastern nations in which the 
call to a wake has been heard, lags Iodia in 
regard to self-respect awakened in the light of 
self.knowledge." 

Turning directly to the Youth of the 
country, the Poet said:-

" To you, young students, who are assembl• 
ed here to-day, prepared to go forth through 
the gate of this University to conquer the 
world before you, I offer my cordial congratul
ation$. It is you who will bear the seed of a 
great promise towards its fulfilment. 

If you would truly set to work, you must 
begin by realising that the seeds of our downfall 
are within us deeply imbedded in our charac
ter, our society, our habits, our unreasoning 
prejudices. Whenever I see our people seek
ing to throw the responsibility for our evil lot 
on some outside cirumstances, to lay the blame 
for our ill-success solely on the enmity of some 
alien party, to remain content with shouting 
their plaints into the unresponsive void, my 
heart cries out as did old King Dhritarashtra : 
" Then do I despair of victory l" 

The day bas come for us to sally forth 
against our internal enemies, to deliver a mass 
attack on the age-old follies that are the real 
roots of our misfortune. We must raise our 
own powers out of the slough of " tamasik " 
intertness into which they have fallen, and 
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then only can we hope to make honourable 
peace with power of our opponents ; otherwise 
any truce that we may patch up will be one 
in which we are bound hand and foot in the 
chains of beggary and indebtedness. We can 
only, rouse the best in ourselves, and in this best 
will lie the welfare of both. Full of holes are 
the vessles into which are cast the reluctant 
doles granted to the prayers of the weak : of 
quicksand is the feundation on which rest the 
favours so obtained, 

The address closed with the lines : 
" Shatter the age-long shame of ours and 

raise our heads. 
Into the boundless sky, 
Into the generous light, 
Into the air of freedom." 

Coming World-Congress 
of Faiths 

(By Begum Sttltan Mir Amiruddin) 

Begum Sultan Mir Amiruddin who has been 
invited to the World Congress of Faiths to be 
held in July next in Oxford bas received a number 
of inqniries about the Congress. She therefore 
explains the aims and objects of this world wide 
movement as follows ; -

The next World Congress of Faiths will be 
held at Oxford in July 1937. The aim and 
purpose of this Congress is to promote a spirit of 
fellowship among mankind through religion and 
develop a world-loyalty while allowing full play 
for the diversity of men, nations, and faiths. The 
Congress does not emphasise that all religions are 
alike oor does it wish to formulate a synthetic 
faith out of the various elements contributed by 
the different religious, but seeks to engender a 
a spirit of fellowship between the religions as they 
are, in their common attempt to solve the problems 
of humanity-a fellowship wherein each individual 
while being allowed full play of his distinctive 
individuality is taught to realise that he belongs 
to one complete and whole organism, the Universe, 
whose greater vitality would prcmote the vitality 
of all its members. Science has united the world 
but it nevertheless remains divided politically, 
economically and socially. Despite all the 
efforts of political org<\nisations the Disarmament 
Conference and the League of Nations to 
bring about an era of perpetual peace on earth 
we are farther away from peace than of yore, 
and the horizon to-day looms darker than 
before. The hope of the future lies in the esta• 
blishment of a Cultural unification of the Uni
verse through the medium of religion, to which 
noble task the World Congress of Faiths has set 
itself in right earnest. To carry its object into 
effect, it seeks to combine aU religions in a spirit 
-0f partnership against the common enemies of 
mankind-fear, distrust, selfishness, racial anta
gonism and race domination, nationalism in excess 
or diminished class domination, religious differ
entiation, poverty and ignorance. 

An idea as to the aim and object of this Con• 
gress will best be obtained from the following 
words of Sir Francis Younghusband, its British 
National Chairman, who is, indeed, the soul of 
the movement. In his resume of the proceedings 
of the World Congress of Faiths held last year he 
states:-

" The organisers had no intention of for
mulating another eclectic religion, nor of apprai~
ing the value of the existing religions and discuss• 
ing their respective merits and demerits, nor of 
maintaining that all were • the same•, all equally 
true and one as good as another, nor of S€eking 
the lowest common denominator and building on 
that. Not breadth without depth did they seek, 
but only that breadth which naturally ccmes from 
deepening depth. They sought to bring out and 
intensify that sense of Community "hich is latent 
in all men and so form a fellowship of common 
understanding and mutual appreciation ......... The 
conception of a unity of difference, of differentia• 
tion in unity, of reciprocal need of the whole for 
the part and of part for the whole, till tt,e inco• 
hesion of a crowd could be transformed into the 
fellowship of a choir, "as, indeed, the basic 
conception upon which the Congress was 
founded." 

The last Congress which was held in London 
in July 1936 was a remarkable success. It was 
opened by His Highness the Maharaja Gaekvyar 
of Baroda in a powerful and thought-provoking 
speech who also read the message received from 
His Majesty, the King which ran as follows;-

" Earnestly hope that the deliberations of 
the Congress may help to strengthen the spirit 
of peace and good-will on which the well-being 
of mankind depends." 

On behalf of His Majesty's Government, 
a reception was given to the members at 
Lancaster House and they were received by the 
Marquis of Zetland, the Secretary of State for 
India and ex-Governor of Bengal who is well
known in this country for his writings on Indian 
philosophy. The members were also entertained 
by the Dean of Canterbury in the Deanery Gar• 
dens, by Sir Francis Younghusband at the Ro}'al 
Geographical Society and by Lady Nurburnholme 
and Lady Swaything A number of addrei:ses 
were delivered by the representatives of the differ• 
ent faiths and a feature of the discussions that 
followed was that they were held in perfect good 
humour though this was the first inter-religious 
Conference where discussions were allowed. The 
nature of God came up as an oft-recurring subject 
but no definite conclusion could be reached on 
the point. 

The main subject for deliberation at the forh•· 
coming Congress bas been announced to be " The 
World's Need of Religion " and distinguished 
speakers from the various countries have been 
invited to deliver addresses for discussions. In 
view of the fact that a number of eminent persons 
from other lands would be visiting England in 
summer this year for the Coronation, great 
hopes are entertained for the success of the nex 
Congress. 
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GRAND MUFTI OF POLAND IN INDIA 
(Continued from page 1) 

danger which is sitting close to the Muslim society 
in Poland. It is the question of mixed marriages 
of Muslim youths with Christian or Jewish girls. 
In a country where Muslims are in a majority 
mixed marriages may not do any harm. The 
girl may follow her own religion, for the children 
born of the marriage will adopt Islamic ideas from 
the surroundings. But in a country where Muslims 
are in a minority such marriage may not always be 
desirable, The non-Muslim girl often brings a 
tradition in a Mnslim family which cuts across 
Islamic belief and practices and she may not be 
amenable to her new surroundings. In Poland 
therefore such marriageg are not encouraged. In 
no case, however, a Muslim girl is allowed to marry 
a non-Muslim. 

The Polish Government is keen in establishing 
friendly relations with the Muslim countries of the 
world and with that purpose it has sent students 
to Cairo and other centres of Muslim learning in 
.Europe. The Muslims too are also keen in 
establishing brotherly relations with the Muslim 
world, for they feel that the minority needs to be 
refreshed always with the common Muslim ideal 
of unity and solidarity, 

The Mufti's Appeal for Funds 
Six hundred years ago, the Tatars of the 

Golden Horn, who professed Islam, settled in 
Poland and gradually gained the numerical strength 
of two lakhs. However, owing to religious 
p,rsecution which became quite intolerable three 
hundred years ago a large proportion of these 
Muslims migrated to Turkey and now there are 
in Poland about twelve thousand Muslims, includ
ing some fresh adherents to Islam. 

A large proportion of these Polish Muslims is 
scattered in the villages and border districts of 
Northern Poland They depend on agriculture 
and tanning for their livelihood. Some of them, 
however, lead a respectable life. Polish Muslims 
have played a prominent part in the war of 
Independence and defence of the Bolshevist attack, 
In recognition of bis military services, the dead 
body of Iskender Mirza Sulkievicz, the right hand 
man of Marshal Pilsudsky, was brought to Warsaw 
from the field of battle and buried in a special 
mausoleum with a m;ignificent state funeral. In 
1925, the government convened a conference of 
the Polish Muslims which elected me as the Grand 
Mufti of the Muslim community of Poland and 
the government confirmed it. Some judges and 
high officers of the army, the Public Prosecutor, 
one of the deans of the faculties of Warsaw 
University are now Muslims. Moreover, the 
government is paying the salaries of the teachers 
of religious schools of the Muslims and the 
Muazzins and Imam, of village mosques; and it is 
spending on each Muslim, in connection with 
religious affairs, ten times as much amount as on 
each Christian. 

Jn Warsaw, the capital of Poland, the follow
ers of all the creeds and religions have built grand 
.and imposing churches, synagogues and places of 
worship. Alone the torch-bearers of the creed of 

One God have no mosque to offer prayers to the 
Almighty. lo view of this desideratum, the 
government has given gratis to the Muslims a large 
tract of land which is situated in the heart of the 
new part of the capital, and is valued at two lakhs 
of rupees. The government has, morl;lover, named 
the two roads adjacent to the proposed mosque 
as Mecca Street and Medi11a Street, 

The proposed mosque will accomodate three 
hundred people. It is estimated that the building 
will cost 2½ lakhs of rupees. After all the conces• 
sions the government of Poland has already 
granted for the Muslim community and for the 
mosque, it is not possible to expect any further 
monetary support from the ~overnment. On the 
other hand, it is beyond the power of the few poor 
Muslims inhabiting Poland to bear the cost of 
even this small mosque, to completion. Not only 
Polish Muslims but even the prime minister, the 
ministers of foreign affairs, of religious affairs, and 
of education and others have contributed to the. 
Mosque Fund wholeheartedly. The support and 
co-operation of the Muslims of other parts of the 
world will give us, in the far North, a permanent 
and living symbol of the solidarity of the world
brotherhood of the Faithful, and it will be a centre 
for the diffusion of the Islamic culture all around 
and will be hailed as such by the forty Jakhs of 
Muslims now living in Europe. 

Ev(\.ry pie will be welcomed and God will 
reward you for the same. 
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Questions & Answers 

A. Z. Ahmad, Jorhat 
1. There are conflicting opinions regarding 

bow the notorious Yazi<l of the Karbala tragedy 
met bis death. Was he killed by Muhammad 
Hanifa of Ambaj as some writers alleg or did he 
die a natural death ? Who succeeded him as 
Khalifa in his place ? 

A. Yazid died a natural death at the age of 
39 after a brief reign of 3 years, 8 months, at a 
pl;ce Huran on the 10th of Rabi-ul-Awwal, in the 
year 64 of the Hijrah. He was succeeded by his 
son Mu'awiya who died after a nominal reign of 
3 O::onths. As a matter of fact, Yazid's death was 
signal for various provincial governors to declare 
independence. The people of Hijaz elected 
Abdullah•bin-Zubair as their Caliph. Ubaidullah• 
bin-Ziyad succeeded in setting up a short-lived 
Caliphate in Iraq Ultimately, however, Egypt 
and Iraq also accepted the Caliphate of lbni• 
Zubair. Marwan•bin Hakam declared himself 
Caliph of Syria, six months after the death of 
Mu'awiya, son of Yazid. 

E. A. Razzak, Madras 

1. What is the " Rafaiden" in Muslim 
prayer? 

A, Raising of bands up to the ears after the, 
Ruku', 

2. How, and when this came into practice 
in Muslim prayer r 

A. Where ignorance is bliss it is folly to be 
wise. Prayer is a matter of the heart. The posi• 
tion of hands or feet does not matter much. 
Whether you do or do not raise your hands does 
not make the least difference. This rigid formalism 
has proved the undoing of Islam. Muslims have 
wasted centuries over such petty quarrels. In the 
Frontier Province, we remember, a regular feud 
raged for a generation between two schools over 
the question whether in the Qa'ada the fore
finger was or was not to be raised. One man 
actually had his fore-finger chopped, when he in
advertently raised it while saying prayers in the 
mosque belonging to the opposite camp. Shall 
we waste any more time and energy on such 
stupidities? These things had best be ignored 
and the inner spirit of the message of Islam 
emphasized instead. 

3. Is it a fact that Rafaiden was ordered by 
the Holy Prophet, when some converts were hav• 
ing small idols in their armpits when they came to 
pray in the mosque? If not, what is the meaning 
in doing so? 

A. It is an insult to the early converts to 
say that they concealed idols under their armpits. 
Why at all did they embrace Islam if they had no 
conviction ? The story is absurd on the face 
of it. 

S. Yusuf, Vascodaeama 

There is a quarrel here between two 
parties One party says that reason is greater than 
the Quran. All the latest inventions are due to 
reason, and therefore reason is above all. 

The other party says that all our knowledge 
has spread from the Quran. It is no invention of 
the reason of man, but it was revealed to the 
Prophet for the guidance of his followers. Fur
ther, all the present arts are the result of his 
knowledge and wisdom. It is also mentioned by 
God that not a. single leaf of a tree shakes itself 
without His order and therefore our knowledge 
must be regarded as one of the greatest benefits 
from God. Hence the Quran is greater than 
reason. 

Kindly throw light on the subject and 
end the quarrel as they are all waiting on your· 
decision. I request you to kindly move the 
matter towards the second party who are my best 
friends. 

A. A strage controversy and a strange 
expectation from us to twist things to 
suit a particular view! Reason and revelation 
are both the gifts of God and both are 

equally useful for man. It is like asking whether 
the eye of man is more useful or the light of the 
sun. The fact is both are equally necessary. 
Without the eye, the sun's light will mean nothing 
to us whereas without the sun's lig!it, no human 
eye will be able to fulfil its function of seeing. 
The same is the relation between reason and 
revelation. Revelation supplements the light of 
reason. Nevertheless it cannot be said that modern 
scientific achievements have come through revela
tion. It is against facts. The Quran does not 
tell us bow to make an aeroplane nor is it meant 
to fulfil that function. It gives us light on 
matters moral and spiritual. In the sphere of 
matter, reason is supreme and has unrestricted 
play. Even the Prophet used to tell his followers 
that so far as worldly affairs were concerned they 
knew better than himself. All knowledge no 
doubt, comes from God. But there are two gate
ways to that knowledge-Reason anrl Revelation 
and both are equally the gifts of God. Hence 
knowledge coming through reason is equally 
knowledge from God. 

So our verdict is that so far as the realm of 
matter is concerned, Reason is supreme and Re
velation has nothing to do with it. In matters 
spiritual, however, Revelation is supreme and 
supplements the light of Reason. 
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