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(Continued froni No. 7) 

Now I pass on to the other vexed question of 
the day-namely that of the Jews. Islam ia not 
an enemy of any nation or religion. It wants to 
have cordial and friendly relations with all the 
people of fthe world. But to be able to establish 
these relations we have to get an insight into the 
characteristics of that nation. The Quran, the 
Holy Book of Islam, has described certain typical 
and distlnctive traits of the Jewish people. l give 
below the true and simple translation of the verses 
and leave the rest for the readers to judge for 
themselves. 

Addressing the Jews, the Holy Quran 
mentions them as a people who belied prophets, 
nay even tried to kill them: " What! whenever 
then an apostle came to you with that which your 
souls did not desire, you were insolent, so you 
called some liars and some you slay." On another 
occasion the Quran accuses them of slaying 
prophet)!;, the Messengers of God: (We punished 
them) " for breaking their convenant and their 
disbelief in the communications of Allah and their 
killing the prophets wrongfully". (Q IV : 155,) 

Talking of their blood-thirsty habit of taking 
nsnry and of their economic exploitation the 
Quran says: 

"Therefore for their inequity of those who 
are Jews did We disallow to them the good 
things, which had been made lawful to them 
for their hindering many people from Allah's 
way and their taking usury-though indeed 
they were forbidden from it-and their 
devouring.the property of people falsely" (Q. 
1V: 160-61}. 

Referring to their party-politics and rivalry 
against each other the Holy Quran says : 

" And when We made with you a convenant 
(saying) : Shed not the blood of your people 
~or turn a party of your people out of your 
dwellings. Then ye ratified Our convenant and 
y~ were witnesses. Yet ye it is who slay each 
other and drive out a party of your people from 

their homes, supporting one another against 
them by sin and transgression-and if they 
came to you as captives ye would ransom 
them, whereas their expulsion was itself unlaw
ful for you-Believe ye in part of the Scripture 
and disbelieve ye in part thereof ? And what 
is the reward of those who do so save ignominy 
in tb:l life of this world, and on the Day of 
Resurrection they wilt be consigned to the 
most grievous doom. For Allah is not unaware 
of what ye do." (Q, II : 84-85.) 

At another place the Quran says ; 
" Why do not the rabbis and the priests 

forbid their (Jews') evil-speaking and their 
devouring of illicit gain? Verily evil is their 
handiwork. Thel Jew says: Allah's band 
is fettered. Their hands are fettered and they 
are accursed for saying so. Nay, but both 
His hands are spread out wide in bounty. 
He bestoweth as He will. That which bath 
been revealed unto thee from thy Lord is 
cectain to increase the contnmacy and disbelief 
of many of them, and We have cast among 
them enmity and hatred t1U the Day of 
Resurrection. As often as they light a tire for 
war, Allah extinguisheth it. Their effort is for 
corruption in the land and Allah loveth not 
corrupters "(Q. V : 63-64). 

Further the Quran accuses them of their telling 
lies and their devouring of what is forbidden : 

"And of the Jews: Listeners for the sake 
of falsehood, listeners on behalf of other folk 

who came not unto thee, changing words from 
their context ••. Listeners for the sake of false
hood! Greedy for illicit gain." (Q. V : 41-42). 
They have been blamed for the corruption 

and alteration of the text of the books : 
"Have ye any hope that they would be true 

to you when a party of them used to listen to 
the Word of God, then used to chaqge it, after 
they had understood it, knowingly ? .••. There• 
fore woe be unto those who write the Scriptnre 
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with their hands and then say, "This is from 
Allah" that they may purchase a small gain 
therewith. Woe unto them for that their hands 
have written, and woe unto them for that they 
earn thereby!" (Q. II: 75-79). 

'' Some of those who are Jews change words 
from their context" (Q IV : 46), 

"And because of their covenant, We have 
cursed them and made hard their hearts. They 
change words from their context and forget a 
part of that thereof they were admonished. 
Thou wilt not cease to discover treachery from 
all save a few of them!" (Q V: 13), 

people in it, and we will on no account enter 
it until they go out from it, so if they go out 
from it, then surely we will enter ..•....•• They 
said: 0 Moses I We shall never enter it so 
long as they are in it, go therefore you and 
your Lord, then fight you both, we will sit 
here." 

For all these transgressions and infringements 
they were doomed for ever and the Quran gives 
them the following verdict: 

These quotations show very clearly the 
accusation of the Jews for the falsification and 
fabrication of the text of the books by them, 

"And humiliation and wretchedness were 
stamped upon them and they were visited with 
wrath from Allah. That was because they 
disbelieved in Allah's revelations and slew the 
prophets wrongfully. That was for their dis
obedience and transgression.'' (Q II : 61). 

"Abasement is made to cleave to them 
wherever they are found, except under a cove
nant with Allah, and a covenant with 
men, and they have become deserving of 
wrath from Allah, and humiliation is made to 
cleave them" .•. (Q. III: 111). 

The Jews qsed to plot against the religion of 
tslam , and thus try to show that Islam was an 
unworthy religion and need not be accepted : 

"And a party of the people of the Scripture 
say : Believe in that which bath been revealed, 
unto those who believe at the opening of the 
day, and disbelieve at the end thereof, inorder 
that they may return " (Q I II : 7'1) 
Their enmity and hatred towards Islam is 

clearly· expressed in the following verses of the 
Holy Book-Al-Quran (V: 82): 

"Thou wilt find the most vehement of 
mankind in hostility to those who believe (i.e., 
Muslims) to be the Jews and the idolaters. 
And thou wilt find the nearest of them in 

This shows that the Jews, who had already 
been subjected to the greatest humiliation and dis• 
grace before the appearance of the Holy Prophet 
Muham~ad, ~ould li~e only by making a compact 
of secunty either with the, Muslims or with such 
nations as could g,ive them protection. They 
would no more be rulers in the world and would 
ha~e _no home but would remain subject to others. 
This 1s true even to this day. 

affection to those who believe (i.e., Muslims) [The Quran gives both sides of tbe picture-the 
to be those who say: Lo! We are Christians. rise of the Jews as well as their fall. There was a 
That is because there are among them priests time when they were exalted, the Quran says, over all 
and monks, and because they are not proud." the peoples of the world and there arose great spiritual 

. as well as temporal men among them. This was 
Their greed and avarice for this world's life is when the~ hearkened to the word of God and wer& 

expressed in the following words: true to His covenant. Then came a time when they 
" And thou wilt find them greediest of lost that original vision of Truth and took to letter 

mankind for lffe and (greedier) than the worship and from worship to the neglect of the spirit 
idolators. Each one of them would like to be of the message of their great deliverer, Moses. This 
aUowed to fo·e a thousand years. And to live a led to their fall and decadence. The Quran relates 
thousand years would by no means remove this hiS tory of the Jews not to run them down but as 
him from the doom. Allah is Seer of what a lesson and a warning to Muslims. According to a 
h , Q I[ ) saying of the Holy Prophet, there would come 8 

t ey do • ( • : 96 · stage in the ?istory of Islam when Islam, as current 
Their hard-heartedness is apparent from their among Muslims, would only be a replica of Judaism 

demands to see God with the physical eyes : of the day of decadence. Every weakness and every 
"And when you said-O Moses ! \Ve will vice found amonit the Jews which led to their 

not believe in thee till we see Allah mani- downfall would also find its way among Muslims 
and Muslims would, for all practical purposes become 

festly" ...... (Q. II : 5 5 and IV : l 53). Jews in their insistence on tbe letter of 'the law 
They want to get everything and attain every at the expense of spirit, their hair-splittings and their 

kind of gain without taking any part in the struggle internecine sectarian feuds. The verses quoted above 
for nation-building. They preferred to remain were therefore meant to serve as a warning to 
behind and not to take part in the fight for Muslims and so, in our opinion, instead of using 
freedom and self-defence. The Quran depicts this them for purposes of •denunciation of another people 
trait of their character in the following verses we should take them as a picture of our own present. 

day decadence and taking the warning to heart set 
(V : 20-24) : our face o:1ce more in the direction of the true s~irit 

"And when Moses said to bis people- of Islam, tf we want to see once more the rise and 
0 my people ! remember the favour of Allah glory of Islam. The laws of God are universal 
upon you when He raised prophets amoug you applicable to all people alike, Jews or Gentiles' 
and made you kings and gave you what He Muslims or non-Muslims. There is no natio~ 
bad not given to any other among the nations. eternally doomed, no nation eternally a " chosen 
0 my people! enter the holy land which na~ion." God deals with all according to their own 

I d , d f d . I attitude towards tbe laws of God. Tbe verses are 
)\I ah has or atne or. you an turn not m meant to drive this great truth home to us, Muslim, 
flight, for surely you will turn back as losers. lest in our pride we forget this universal I f 
They said: 0 Moses I surely there are a giant 1 God.-Edit.] aw 
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false props and must crumble sooner or 
later. 

The other half of the reply is perfectly 
, true. There is a fundamental unity among 
'; all religions. This tn1th which has just 

J i dawned on the advanced minds of humanity 
l was uttered centuries ago by the Holy 

•--c:c-- Quran -there has been no nation but a 

Monday, !':larch 8, 1937 I Teacher from God was sent unto it with 
' light and guidance. The Quran was the ==========,=========cc==\ 

Are All Religions Equal? 
This is the question which Mahatma 

Gandhi has raised at the Parliament of 
Religions which is just now holding its I 
session in Calcutta, in connection with : 
Sri Ramkrishna Centenary celebrations. 
In a message addressed to the Parliament, 
Mahatmaji asks: 

'' Are all religions equal as we hold, 
or is only one particular religion in sole 
possession of truth and the rest either 
untrue or a mixture of truth and error 
as many believe ? " 

Sir Francis Y oungh us band, British 
President of the World Congress of Faiths 
who is also attending the Parliament 
replies: 

"Just as each child thinks its own 
mother is best, exactly in the same way 
we regard our own religion as the best, 
but at the same time we feel that there 
is a fundamental unity among all reli
gions, and it is this fundamental unity 
which we desire to realise in this 
Parliament. We desire to deepen this 
impression and make it permanent in our 
minds." 
The first part of the reply, we are 

afraid, is sentimental rather than scientific. 
Each child may think its own mother best 
but as a matter of fact she may not be the 
best. This puts premium on every form of 
superstition which is certainly as dear to 
its followers as the mother to her child. 
After all institutions like Sati, Untouch
ability and the Inquisition were in their day 
considered sacred and dear to the Hindu 
and Christian mind. As a matter of fact, 
however, they were the most fiendish of 
things. This is not the correct f ramc of 
mind to approach the question of Truth. 
A thing either is true or it is not true. 
There is no question of how we may feel 
about it. Personal feeling has no place in 
the quest of Truth which must be approach
ed in a spirit of scientific detachment. A 
religion which cannot stand such acid test 
can have no claim to the allegiance of intel~ 
ligent men. The props of sentiment are 

first to proclaim this fundamental unity of 
all religions. The Parliament of Religions 
has therefore the best wishes of every 
follower of Islam in its great purpose to 
emphasize the common origin of all 
religions. 

Now a:c, to the question of Mahatmaji. 
The Islamic position is, not merely that all 
religions are fundamentally one, but that 
one and the same religion was vouchsafed 
to all the nations of the world, that just 
as all the peoples receive the same light 
from the sun, the spiritual light given to 
all was also one and the same. In the 
hands of man that light assumed diverse 
labels and even suffered subsequently 
in substance. But the fact remains that 
in its pure unadulterated form it was one 
and the same stuff given to mankind. The 
various prophets who brought that light 
were so many channels through whom that 
light came, the light being one and the 
same. Krishna gave it a Sanscrit garb. 
Moses a Hebrew garb, Christ an Aramaic 
and Muhammad, an Arabic garb. But the 
substance is one and the same. 

If the Parliament of Religions is to go the 
whole hog in the quest of truth it must not 
stop short at the discovery that there is 
fundamental unity in all religions. It must 
consistently with the first proposition take 
seYeral other steps in that direction. It 
must confirm the Quranic assertion that all 
religions in their origin are one. It must 
further face the logical conclusion of this 
proposition and make it a creed to profess 
faith in the Divine mission of all the world 
Teachers, as taught by Islam. There should 
be no distinction, so far as faith in their 
Divine mission goes, between Christ and 
1-i:rishna, Buddha and Zoroaster, Moses and 
l\I uhammad. If the Parliament of Religions 
is really out in quest of truth, and the whole 
truth, if it means business and does not 
merely tinker with Truth, it can not but 
accept this perfectly logical sequel-viz., 
profession of faith in the Divine mission 
of all the founders of revealed religions. 

The Quran demanded such faith of its 
followers, be it noted, over thirteen 
centuries ago. It stressed the point to the 
extent as to lay down that no discrimina-
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tiou is to be made between one Teacher and 
another Teacher. Is not the mind of 
humanity yet sufficiently advanced to 
realize the logical inevitability of this 
truth and the immense possibilities that 
underlie it for the unification of the human 
race? 

Islam aims not merely at a Parliament 
of Religions but actually at a Brotherhood 
of Religions. This universal acceptance, 
not mere cold intellectual recognition by 
way of courtesy, of all the world Teachers 
and abolishing all distinctions between 
them, making them the common property 
of the whole of the human race is certainly 
a truth upon which a scheme of the 
unification of man can be based. Will the 
Parliament of Religions take courage in 
both hands and consider the advisability 
of such a step ? 

EID IN BERLIN 
(From our Berlin correspondent) 

The festival of Id-ul-Adha, marking the end 
of the Haj, the pilgrimage to Mecca, was celebrated 
at the Berlin Mosque, on Sunday the 21st of 
February 1937. 

As usual, nearly every member of the Muslim 
community in Berlin had been informed a week 
beforehand of the Eid day. This enabled the 
Muslims to congregate at the Mosque on this 
auspidous occasion in large numbers. The weather 
was not a very pleasant one, but still there. was a 
big gathering witnessed at the Mosque. Our 
gatherings on mch-like occasions always present 
a unique and peculiar picture. The Eid congre
gation consisted of Germans-ladies and Gentlerr.en
with representatives from Turkey Iran, Turkestan, 
Jugoslavia, India, Africa, Arabia and Irak. Sepa
rate arrangement was made for the ladies. At 
10.4,5, the members of the Muslim community 
took their seats on the beautiful carpets of the 
Mosque, An Arab friend, Yusul Al-Ibrahim, 
Engineer, recited a few verse from Sura Yasin. 
The prayers were then led by the Imam, who 
also delivered the Khutba (Sermon), which 
dealt with the significance of saciifice in Islilm 
and the importance of Haj, which constituted a 
league of Muslim nations, a kind of World falamic 
congress. The service over, the congregation 
greeted one another in Muslim fashion, wishing 
one another a happy Eid. 

The evening part of the festival, to which the 
non-Muslims too were admitted, was celebrated in 
the big hall of the Mosque. After the recitntion of 
the Holy Quran, Dr. Abdullah, the Geneal secre
tary of the German Muslim Association welcomed 
the members of the Society and the other guests, 
who had turned up in large numbers. Thanking 
the audiance, he also expressed his gratefulness to 
the German Government for having given full 
religious liberty to celebrate our Islamic festivals 
here in a foreign Jand as freely as in our own native 

homes. The learned Imam then dilated upon the 
significance of Haj-the pilgrimage to Mecca and 
the institution of sacrilice in Islam. As 21st of 
Feberuary was the commemorative day of those 
brave German soldiers who fell in the battlefield 
for their motherland, so the congregation at the 
request of the Imam of the Mosque stood silent in 
reverence for a minute. 

Professor Dr. Braune, an orientalist and a 
Professor for Arabic at the Berlin University then 
delivered his lecture on the " Prophetical Piety of 
Muhammad". The learned Professor gave a short 
discription of the picture of the Holy Prophet as 
depicted during the middle-ages in Europe. He 
then added, that this picture which painted him 
as a cheat a robber and a charlatan, is fast dis
appearing 

1

and is being replaced by a true picture 
of the Holy Prophet as given by the Quran. He 
cited verses to show the piety and nobility of the 
Holy Prophet and said that the idea of justice and 
righteousness was the uppermost idea in b11ilding 
the character of the Islamic people, as contrasted 
with the conception of the pagans who did not 
believe in the life after death and thus denied the 
accountability of actions. 

The president, thanking the speaker and the 
audience, informed of the proposed visit to the 
Islamic Department of the Berlin Museum 
arranged by the German Muslim Society, to which 
all were cordially invited. The guests were then 
entertained with light refreshments. 

In the afternoon of the Eid day a big party, 
consisting of about 150 persons came to visit the 
Mosque, under the guidance of Dr. Ledrer. The 
Imam sahib showing the Mosque explained to the 
visitors the significance of the Qibla-the direction 
towards Mecca, the prayer-carpets, Azan, absence 
of any mnsical-organ and pictures or statues etc. 
His speech created a very good impression upon 
the minds of those present and dispelled many 
doubts and false nations present in the minds of 
the visitors. 

DEPAitTIIEN'l' OF INDUSTIUES 

A ,Joint Stoel, Uompany of the Hindus 
Srn,-Attention of the Punjab Government is 

drawn to the facts that all responsible members of 
the Department of Industries are Hindus as should 
be clear from the reading of the following list :-

1. Minister of Industries Hindu. 
2. Director of Industries ,. 
3. Assistant Director ., 
4. ., (2) ,, 
5. Chief Boiler Inspector ,, 
6. Boiler lbspector ,. 
7. Textile ., 

11 

8. Dyeing Expert ,. 
9. Inspector of Schools Euorpean 

10. ,. Factories ., 
.1l. Principal, Mayo School of Arts . . . Hindu 
12. I ndustrilll Surveyor (I) ., 
13. ,, (2) ,, 
14. ,, ,, (3) ,. 
15. ,, ,, (4) ,. 
16. Superiotenent Shahdara Factory... ,, 

It is hoped that some good-hearted M. L. A. 
will take up this question in the Punjab As,embly. 

Lahore A M tJSSALMAN. 
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Women's Own Page 

RESTORi\ TION OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

(By Baron Om:1.r Roll Ehronfels, Vienna) 

Non-Muslim writers paint a picture of the 
Islamic womanhood as longing for education, 
enlightenment and redemption from the fetters of 
illiteracy and Purdah, but kept down in the dark
ness of ignorance by the traditional ill-will ab<l 
jealousy of their own men. 

Every Muslim who has lived in the midst of 
Muslim families of Muslim countries, as the writer 
had the privilege to do, both in and outside India, 
will find these statements to be wrong. 

Muslim women usually look upon their daily 
routine as the mere outcome of the great rega.rd 
and even veneration with which their men treat 
them. Muslim women love to see in the restric
tions and drawbacks of Purdah just a privilege of 
the townsmen, if not of the aristocracy, which 
alone was kept in Purdah. The peasant women 
al ways enjoyed a comparatively greater freedom 
and the benefits of healthy labour in the open air, 
which, notwithstanding its hygienic advantages, 
was looked down upon as a degrading labour. 
Muslim women know it too well, that a Zenana, 
whose ladies are kept in strict Purdah, means con
siderable expenditure on the part al men, who 
must spend much money on their women. Muslim 
women used to measure the standard of a family's 
nobility on the degree to which Purdah was 
observed and looked down upon any family, the 
womenfolk of which did not observe Purdah, just 
in the same way, as the orthodox Brahmin women 
used to look down upon their non-Aryan sisters, 
who were not married as children or who were 
allowed to remarry in case they became widows. 
It often happens in human life that unnatural 
and even harmful routine, ordered by a misunder• 
stood tradition, are considered as the visible and 
outward signs of dignity. 

It is therefore but natural, that many of the 
aristocratic or middle-class-women in Muslim so
ciety oppose the very idea of re-introduction of 
their own Islamic rights, which have been forgotten 
for centuries and which have been replaced by the 
traditional, but un-Islamic Purdah-system. 

I have tried to show in a former article, that it 
is really the men's point of view, which urges most 
vehemently that the old Islamic rules, that equal 
rights for both the sexes should be re-introduced. 
And in fact it was the Muslim men's initiative, 
which started the Muslim women's movement, 

The question may therefore be asked : Is it 
mere egolism on the part of men which makes 
them aim at the reintroduction of the Islamic 
rights for women ? Is it perhaps mere egotism, 
instead of religions idealism, which wants that 
women too should share the heavy burden of 
modern life, of the struggle for life and of the 
economic competition in this modern life? Is it 
perhaps a fraudulent game that we men play and 
while posing as reformers pretendiog to give 

" equal rights " to women, we in reality force 
them into the hard work and dissapoiotments of 
our own sphere ? How does the whole question 
stand, seen from the view-point of women 
themselves '? 

Perhaps they do not want at all to be free, to 
learn and to study, to work and to share all the 
troubles of modern life, instead of enjoying the 
leisure and quietness of the Zenana. 

Before answering this question, we must realise 
that it can be answered properly by those women 
only, who !mow modern life in personal experi• 
ence ; and not by those, who know it by hearsay 
alone. Modern life, cooperation of women with 
men, women's education, women's careers, modern 
society-life-these are to most of Muslim women 
still things of story-tellers. Things, which to some 
women seem to be paradise of freedom, as corn• 
pared with the narrowness of Purdah, but to so 
many others : the abhorrent playgrounds of all 
satanic istincts, as compared with the traditional 
environment of the beloved home. 

Both these viewpoints will in reality prove 
to be wrong. No just j11dgment can ever be 
pronounced, so long as the judge knows the 
" accused " by hearsay only, instead of having 
personal experience. 

How is it then, that Muslim women can possi
bly get an experience, or even reports on the 
situation in societies, where equal rights for women 
have been already introduced ? How can they 
possibly form a judgement, seen from their own 
point of view? 

There are three fundamentally different sources 
of information :-

1. The judgment of non-Muslim women, 
whose rights have been improved to the Islamic 
standard, though this was done outside the pales 
of Islam, as many non-Muslims have, it seems, 
caught the true meanings of the Holy Quran more 
correctly than many Muslims of the last centuries. 
Russian, Skandinavian, American women may be 
questioned as representatives of this first group of 
informants. Modern Japanese, Chinese, litill 
better, modern Hindu ladies who have emencipat
ed, will give a still better account. They had to 
fight under circumstances which are socially, 
geografically and ethnologically much alike to 
those of the Muslim women, but religiously far 
more difficult, as their respective religions did 
not, as does Islam, lay down in so many expres• 
sive words, that equal rights must be given to 
women. 

!. The experiences of Muslim women, whose 
social position and rights have been improved by 
Muslim reformers, such as Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
Reza-Shah or King Achmed Zogu I. of Albania. 

3. The narrations and reports of those of 
their Indian sisters, Muslim or non-Muslim, who 
have travelled in America, modern China, Europe, 
Japan or Russia or in some parts of advanced 
Africa. such as Egypt or Liberia, or have good and 
friendly relations with advanced Hindu communi• 
ties. Such women had the good opportunity to 
study the conditions of the practical life among 

(See page 6) 
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Children's Own Page 

A CALL TO THE YOUTH OF ISLAM 
Thousand of years ago the father of Prophets 

-Abraham-had a vision that he was sacri• 
ficing his son, And in order to carry out the 
command of God he sacrificed a herd of camels 
and distributed the flesh amongst the poor. 

The next night he again had the dream of 
the previous night and believing it to be a true 
one as all his dreams were, he thought that God 
wanted more sacrifice from him. Early in the 
morning he sacrificed more camels. 

The third night he again saw himself sacrific• 
ing his own son. He did not sacrifice camels this 
time, but he called for his son Ishmael and said, 
" 0 my son I I have seen thee being sacrificed 
in a dream; what sayest thou ? '' 

The son knew that his father was a prophet 
of God, so without any demur or hestitation he 
replied, " 0 my father ! do what thou art corn· 
manded; if God please, thou wilt find me of the 
patient ones." 

Not only the Patriarch's son, but also his 
wife well knew that her husband was a man of 
character and an apastle of Allah. She received 
the news very cheerfully. All the three were 
making every thing ready to do what they were 
commanded to. 

The mother took her only son and gave him 
-a bath and new clothes to wear. The father was 
sharpening his knife, so as to enable his son's 
throat to be cut easily. The boy was happy and 
ready to go with his father to the altar. When 
they were leaving the house, the mother gave a 
farewell kiss on the forehead of the boy and 
thus did she show her submission to the com
mandment of God. 

Father and son were going to the altar when 
on the way, Satan tried to dissuade the 
youogman from going to the place of sacrifice, 
but he turned a deaf ear to his protestation. 

Satan then turned to influence the mother 
saying that her husband was mad, who was 
going to sacrifice his son to effect a mere dream. 
She too did what her son had done. 

At the altar the son threw himself prostrate 
before his illustrious father, who blind-folded as he 
was, lest his parental love should come in the 
way, applied the knife to his son's throat. An 
exemplary conduct of complete submission to the 
will of God. Sacriflcing his only son in His way! 
The soul of Abraham within himself was praising 
the Lord, saying-" My prayer and my sacrifice 
and my life and my death are all for God, the 
Lord of the worlds." 

Angels stood metamorphosed, AS it were, into 
lifeless pictures and overcome by extreme anxiety. 
" God is great ; God is great, God is great, God is 
great; There is no Allah. but He. And God is 
great ; All praise for God!' 

Abraham was about to cut the throat of his only 
son. But lo I he heard a voice from Above : 
" 0 Abraham! Thou hast indeed shown the truth 
of the Vision ; thus We reward the doers of good. 
Surely this is a manifest trial." 

The Patriarch laid down the knife and there 
was rejoicing mingled with thanksgiving that God 
had accepted the Sacrifice. It dawned on him 
what his Vision really meant- viz , that what God 
wanted was not the blood of his son but the 
sacrifice of that highest of love which a father 
has for his son and vice-versa. It was the 
sacrifice of personal passion that was acceptable 
to God and that was done both by the father 
and the son. The father and son fell down in 
prayer praising their Lord. 

And to mark this great act of self-sacrifice at 
the call of God, a ram was sacrificed. This was 
the first 'Id of Sacrifice, and in commemoration 
all Mnsllms celebrate it every year. 

The Call for Sacrifice may be heard to-day 
as was done thousands of years ago by Abraham 
and Ishmael. The House of Islam in a vast 
hopeless mess and needs the old as well as the 
}'Oung to devote their hearts to its reconstruction. 
It needs aged Abrahams and youthful Ishmaels by 
the thousand to sacrifice themselves, so that 
Islam may once more come to life and thrive and 
flourish. l t is up to the youth of Islam to respond 
to the Call as did Ishmael thousands of years ago. 

SHER MUHAMMAD AKHTAR. 

(Continued from page 5) 

women who really take an active part m the 
national life of their respective peoples. 

All the l~ree sources, mentioned here, have 
many good points each, but many disadvantages 
too. 

l. The non-Muslim societies perhaps give 
full scope for work to women, but do not give 
really equal rights to women. as ordained by 
Islam. The evil effect is obvious. Women have 
to work under worse economic, political and psy
chological conditions than men. They have con
sequently to do the same hard work, but get less 
payment. No wonder that their lot is not as good 
under these conditions, as it would be, if they 
were to enjoy really equal rights, as ordained by 
Islam. No wonder too, that their work is felt like 
a sort of dumping by men, who get higher wages 
for the same amount of labour as women. 

2. The experiences of Muslim women in 
modern Muslim states, where women's rights have 
been reintroduced, ~eem to be too brief yet to give 
full account for tbe further evolution of things. 

3. Muslim iady travellers to foreign countries, 
very seldom find sufficient time and good oppor
tunities to penetrate thoroughly the whole social 
psychological, personal, or even the economi~ 
Eituation of their sisters abroad. Their reports toa 
will therefore be lacking in thoroughness which 
in this important question should be aimed at. 

These three sources of information cannot 
therefore be depended upon. They may be availed 
of as far as possible but we must still admit, that 
personal deliberation on the part of every Muslim 
woman herself is bound to play a great role in 
finding an answer to the above questions. 

(To be continued) 



MA.RCH 8, 1937 THE LIGHT 7 

REVIEWS 

THE LAST PROPHET-an essay of 
128 pages by Mr. F. I{. I{han Durrani; 
Price one rupee; to be had of Tabligh Litera• 
ture Co. Ltd., 66, Railway Road, Lahore. 

Mr. Durrani is a forceful, clear and concise 
writer and the present volume is marked by all 
these qualities. He is however an eccentric 
thinker and his eccentricity is nowhere more pro• 
nounced or more dangerous than in the book 
under review. 

The main purpose of the book is to establish 
that the Revelation given to the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad is the last di5pensation from God for 
the guidance of humanity and that there is to be 
no prophet after him. That is a most laudable 
purpose ; for finality of the Prophet's Revelation is 
the bed-rock of Islamic solidarity. But starting 
with that W;>rthy object the book ends in what 
amounts to the negation of finality. 

Finality as understood by every Muslim means 
that Truth attained to its highest perfection with 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, in precept as well 
as practice and the Quran is for all time to come 
to be the sole guide of humanity. This may be 
regarded as the root-idea underlyin~ the doctrine 
of " finality'' in Islam. The L,cst Prophet, how
ever, strike3 at this very root when it says 
(page t20): 

" Morality being relative, no definition of 
good and evil is possible nor has one yet been 
formulated. The Holy Quran calls good Alma. 
roof, a matter of social conscience, and evil it 
terms M11nllar, something that the mind of 
man does not approve. The judgment of the 
conscience will vary with the change of cir
cumstances, for what is good under one set of 
of conditions may become a positve evil under 
another set of conditions." I 

In other \\'ords the norm to test Truth from 
untruth is not the Quran but the conscience of . 
man. If the conscience of Russia should deem it ! 

fit to abolish matrimony, adultery will 
become quite a virtue, maaroof. Mussolini's 
conscience considered it a call of humanity 
to " civilize " Abyssinia. So this is another 
Maaroof. The Western conscience revolts against 
polygamy. Polygamy must therefore be an evil, 
so far as the West goes. We are afraid this is not 
the Islamic definition of good and evil. According 
to the Quran, good means submission to God's 
will as revealed in the Quran and evil the violation 
of that will 

Thus in the name of "finality ", Mr. Durrani 
divests the Quran of all binding authority and 
instals man's own conscience in the seat of that 
authority. The other concept commonly under• 
stood to underlie the doctrine of •• finality " is 
that the perfect Truth as revealed in the Quran 
found perfect manifestation in the life of the 
Holy Prophet and his companions. Mr. Durrani 
pulls down this idea too and in the name of 
finality l Says he (page 119): 

•• Islam aims at cultivating the individual as 
well social conscience so that it should work 
for a progressive realistaion of truth and the 

progressive conception of virtue until a new 
humanity is born, a society of supermen, in 
which each person should be a law-giver unto 
himself." 
We are afraid we do not see eye to eye with 

Mr. Durrani on this point either. We think the 
spiritual picture as represented by the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad and his companions was a complete 
picture which can not be improved upon. The 
world saw its "supermen " in the persons of the 
Holy Prophet and bis companions. Spiritual 
evolution reached its highest perfection in the 
Prophet and his companions and it is impossible 
th<tt the onward march of man should ever bring 
into being a race of II supermen " superior to 
that galaxy of supermen around the Prophet. Men 
like Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, Talha, 
Znliair, and a host of others who were converted 
into sterling gold at the touch of the Prophet were 
certai11ly the greatest of men and it should be an 
honour to the so-called great men of the day~ 
Mussolini, Hilter, Kemal, Stalin, to tie their shoe 
lace,. And we dare say, the same will be equally 
an honour to Mr. Durrani's coming "supermen." 

\Ve are afraid this definition of " finality" as 
adumbrated by Mr. Durrani in the Last Prophet is on 
a par with the Qadian definition of it. The Qadian 
people instal the founder of the Ahmadiya move
ment in the seat of prophethood; Mr Durrani 
instals the conscience of each and every man in 
that seat of authority. In fact Mr. Durrani goes 
further. The Qadiaoi considers every vowel of 
the Quran as binding on him, but Mr. Durrani 
thinks every man is to be his own "law-giver.•• 
The Qadiani makes even his •• Prophet" sub
missive to every word of the Quran. But Mr. 
Durrani's superman blatantly says-•• This is right 
because I say so; this is wrong because I say so." 

Mr. Durrani seems to have been landed into 
this ridiculous position by a common misgiving 
among the educated Muslim;; that " finality" is 
incompatible with progress. This, however, is a 
topic by itself and we propose to deal with 
it separately at some length. 

<!5.~ .::. ; l::.?-Busharat-i-Uzma. 
..s~,.,, .::. ,~ l-Aklmwat•i•' Uniumi. 

By Syed Abdul Majid, Retirecl Judge. 
Kapurthala. 

The first (pages 88) is a biography of the 
founder of the Ahmadiya Movement, in simple 
Urdu. The author is a man well-known for his 
enlightenment and balance of views. The present. 
volume displays both these qualities at their best. 
In talking about a man whom one regards as a 
religious leader one is apt at times to give way to 
~ere sentmentality, even credulity. This biography 
1s free from any such weakness. Nor is it any
thing of the nature of a polemic. 1t avoids all 
discussion and presents in simple narrative the 
life story of the founder-his early leanings, his 
general cast of mind, his literary activities bis 
vigorous stand for Islam against hostile att~cks 
his manners and morals.-Price As. 4 ; postag; 
extra. 

No. 2 (pages 24) is a lecture that was 
read at a public meeting on June 17, 1928 on the 
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occasion of the Prophet Day celebration. ~ t 
shows the Universality of the message of Islam. m 
a language that is not only chaste a~d of high 
literary standard but is also steeped m the love 
which the author bears for the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad. 

To be had of the author. 

.) irj; ..) l• "-Dhulai Rangai by Syeda 

Aziza Khatoon. 

This is a book on laundering and intended 
to meet the needs of the girl students ~ho sit for 
middle school examination. Launder1~g forms 
one subject of the curriculum but there 1s no text 
book for it. The book thus supplies a real need. 
It has been recommended as a library book by 
the Director Public Instruction Punjab. As a 
matter of fact is should have been prescribed as a 
ext-book. But that perhaps requires influence 

more than worth.- Price As. 3 ; postage extra. 
To be had of-Nazim, Dar-ut-Tasnif, Kapurthala. 

The Adventures of Alcassim-an Iranian 
Entertainment by William Bashyr Pickard
Illustrated by Jean de Bosschere-Published 
by Jonathan Cape, 30 Bedford Square.
London 

This is a book of fascinating stories, full of 
adventures and thrills, woven around the person of 
Alcassim, son of a potter of Ardeb. Alcassim, 
growing sick of the tedium of humdrum life in his 
father's shop seeks the variety, experience and 
adventure of a travel in a wider world. So saying 
good-bye to his little village of Ardeb, he sets out 
in the company of some merchants lo travel 
throughout Persia. On the way as they mar~h 
from place to place and stop at caravansara1s, 
the party amuses itself, as they sit around a 
cheerful bright fire at the end of a day's 
weary journey, with all sorts of stories heard 
or with recounting personal adventures The 
party halts for the first night at the caravanserai 
at Bundabil and the place revives old memories 
in the leader of the party, Ham-i-Raz, how in 
bis youth he bad to leave that very town in tears. 
And this forms one story entitled-" The story 
of Ham-i-Raz on leaving the town of Bundabil in 
teats." It is a story of Ham-i-Raz's love adv_en
ture and like all love stories it is full of thrills. 
At last when the passion rises to its highest pitch 
on both sides, it is abruptly cut short by a stroke 
of misfortune and he has to leave the town bag 
and baggage with tears flowing down his cheeks. 
Later on Alcassim runs short of money and 
consequently runs into a number of u_nforeseen 
predicaments. ~ubsequently he falls _into the 
hands of brigands and makes the acquamtanc~ of 
all sorts of men, gocd and bad, from var~ous 
countries, Egypt, China, India and is brought mto 
touch with the lives and sentiments of these lands 

through stories which these men relate for 
diversion. 

Altogether the book contains 12 stories 
covering a wide range of interest. The author, 
Mr. Bashyr Pickard must be congratulated not 
only 011 his wonderful gift of story telling but what 
is perhaps more, on his creating a right Orie?tal 
atmosphere proper to each story. It is an acb1~v
rnent which should easily take its place by the side 
of the Arabian Nights Entertainment and should 
like that book prove a source of entertainment to 
peoples of all nationalities the world . ~ver. . A 
word about the author may arouse add1t1011al 111· 

terest in the book. Mr. Bashyr, as the name 
shows, is an English convert to Islam. . He 
graduated from the Queen's College, Cambridge 
and saw active service <lairing the Great \Var, 
resumed post-graduate study at the London 
Universitv in 1921, embraced i,lam at the 
Mosque Woking in 1922 acted as Imam at the Id 
Prayers at the said Mosque in 1lJ32. He is the 
only man in the world who calls out th~ Aza_n 
daily in his residential house before saying his 
prayer; for it is written in the Quran that 

blessed are the houses in which God's name 
is called out. 

The publishers have spared no pains or 
expense as to the get-up of the book, which is 
neatly printed, tastefully illustrated and beautifully 
bound. 31 S Octavo pages ; price 10s. (:d. 

"The Deccan Times "-ldul-Azha Number 
is a creditable performance. No pains have 
been spared to make it a valuable collection of 
articles and presentable in get-up. The articles 
cover a wide range of interest to suit diverse 
tastes. Baron Omar and Sir Jalaluddin, two 
distinguished converts to Jslam are also among the 
contributors to this special edition. A most 
welcome feature is the inclusion of Muslim ladies 
as contributors. Begum Shamsun Nahar B. A. 
Editor of the B11b11l of Calcutta and Begum Sultan 
Mir Amiruddin, delegate to the forthcoming 
\Vorld Congress of Faiths contribute I\, o instrnc
tive articles. Another interesting feature is that 
almost every article is accompanied with a 
photograph of the writer. The second page 
contains a message of appreciation and good 
wi,hes from Nawah Sir Mchd Habibnllah togE:ther 
with a photograph of that leader of Islam .in the 
South. On the whole the editorial staff deserves 
congratulation on the attempt. 

How to Help 
1. Pass your copy of the 

Light on to others 
2. Make your friends Sub

scribe. 
MANAGER 
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