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Congress and Muslims 

In a press statement, Pt. Jawaharlal says :-
,, It has been felt that we mu,t make a 

special effort to enrol Muslim Congress mem
bers, so that our struggle for freedom may 
become even more broadbased than it is, and 
the Muslim masses should take the prominent 
part in it which is their due .•..•.... With a large 
membership, they will inevitably play an 
important part in Congress work and will 
help in shaping Congress policy .••....•. Com
plaints reach our office some times that notices 
of meetings, etc., are not always issued in 
Urdu and so many people remain ignorant of 
our activities and cannot join our meetings. 
These complaints are often justified. I should 
like you, therefore, to impress upon your 
district and local committees to issue notices in 
Urdu in all areas where there is an Urdu read
ing population. This will apply more specially 
to the Punjab, Delhi and U. P. and to the 
larger towns elsewhere. ' 

The best way to popularize the Congress 
among the Muslims is to create the confidence that 
it is not a merely Hindu or even pro-Hindu 
organization, as it is at present commonly believed 
to be. When the Congress enjoyed that reputa
tion, Muslims swelled its ranks and thousands of 
them fought and saw jail under its banner. 
When, however, it showed pro-Hindu proclivities, 
even a stalwart fighter like the late Maulana 
Muhammad Ali had to part ways with it. Whether 
it shall ever regain that popularity among Muslims, 
we doubt very much, especially for the reason that 
the Pandit has started the work of rapp1ochment 
at the wrong end-·i.e., with the masses of 
Muslims. This, we are afraid, may be interpreted 
as the "exploitation" of Muslim masses and an 
attempt to divide the solidarity of the Muslim 
community. The proper way would have been to 
approach the masses through the accredited 
leaders of the Muslims. But then perhaps the 

difficulty would be that the Muslim community 
has no leaders. Barring a few, the rank and file
of so-called leaders of Muslims are mere self
seekers and adventurers and the interests of the· 
.Mm!im masses may be safer in the hands of 
jawaharlal than theirs. Any way, it is a hard nut 
to crack and will call forth all the tact and energy 
of the Congress President. 
Divorce Laws of Islam 

Elsewhere we reproduce an article VI hich 
originally appeared in the Daily Express 
of London and constitutes a tale of woe. In 
order to obtain divorce, an English mother 
has produced her daughter to prove that 
she had been guilty of misconduct with another 
man and her father with another woman. The 
Judge rightly denounces the wickedness and the 
cruelty of the divorce law of England which 
requires nothing short of misconduct to dissolve 
the marital tie. 

One's heart turns in thankfulness towards the 
Law-giver of Islam who has given us laws perfect
ly in keeping with human nature. Christianity 
and Hinduism both make no provision for divorce. 
In fact divorce is positively forbidden. Islam has 
put human society under a debt of obligation, not 
only by allowing divorce but by allowing it with
out resorting to the revolting scandals every now 
and then witnessed in the English divorce courts. 
Divorce in Islam is not to be hurriedly or light
heartedly resorted to. Every possible attempt 
should be made to bring about reconciliation 
between the couple. Even temporary separation 
is given a trial. \Vhen, however, every attempt 
fails, and the ptiir can on no account pull on, they 
are free to break the tie. They have only to claim 
divorce to get it - even for mere unsuitability of 
temperament. 
Chamba Scandal 

How long will the Hon'ble the A. G. G. be 
pleased to turn a deal ear to the wretched lot of 
the people of Chamba, Hindus as well as Muslims? 
Is Mr. Madho Ram, who is responsible for the 
intrigues and iniquities that are a common feature 
of Chamha life, really so indispenable for the 
State ? We believe he should by now be old 
enough to be packed off on pension and let the 
poor people of Chamba breathe freely. The fact 
is he is the sole nightmare of Chamba. Any 
one who knows Chamba will bear us out that 
Chamba is Madho Ram and Madho Ram is 
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Chamba. The British authorities cannot be 
unaware of this and yet they have given the State 
up to the sweet will of this one man, forgetting 
the good old dictum that even one good system 
may corrupt the world. Chamba has been in 
this one man's grip for years and years past. vVe 
understand that the people, Hindus and Muslims 
alike, have always received the best of considera
tion from the Rajas of the State. But this gentle
man would not let them alone. Two men were 
sent to jail for six years on the charge, in this 
20th century, of practising black magic I The 
Hindus and Muslims have been living on the best 
of terms and so Mr. Madho has raked up the cow 
question by hauling up two Muslims on a charge 
of slaughtering a cow ! Intrigue seems to be the 
very breath of this man's life. Communalism in 
these days affords a very handy refuge to every 
offender against society and lest Mr. Madho Ram 
should hoodwink the authorities by putting down 
protests against his high-handedness in Muslim 
press to communalism, here is what a Hindu 
paper, the Daily Herald of Lahore, published 
about him some time ago : 

"Why should not the Political Department 
aboli;;h the unwanted regime of an unpopular 
adventurer forced upon an unwilling Raja and 
Chamba's unfortunate people ? The only 
healing balm to the running sores of Chamba 
misrule will be the prompt pensioning away 
of Mr. Madho Ram ........ Will the Political 
Department deliver the Chamba subjects from 
the ghostly grip of Mahajan misrnle, Nepotism, 
Despotism, appalling measures and soft. 

natural laws regarding the exercise of the 
generative function. In this field usually 
lies a man's chief combat with his " lower 
self•• and for the true Christian there is no 
compromise possible here. Catholic morality 
is immeasurably the highest morality ever 
proposed to mankind, and its perfect obser
vance is only possible with the grace of God, 
which precisely is never lacking to those who 
seek it in the Catholic Church. We must add, 
however, that more enlightened Muslims, like 
the late Dr. Ansari, have absolutely condemned 
birth control. As a medical man he under
stood its dangers better them the Muslim 
theologian." 

H the abuse of a naturai faculty, according to 
our contemporary, is morally wrong, what about 
the dis-use of a nawral faculty, as in the case 
of celibacy which Christiani1y considers to be a 
higher virtue ? 

Theo, what would our contempor;iry suggest 
in cases where child-bearing is definitely detri
mental to the health of the wife, even a danger to 
her life ? Of course, practising birth-control for 
sheer lust is a sin and the Muf1i has rightly saddled 
the permission with the condition cf a legitimate 
reason. 
A New Feature 

We have introduced a new feature in the 
Light, the News of the Week, which, we believe, 
should add to the interest and educative value 
of the paper. We shall be thankful for any 
suggestions from the readers for further improve• 
ment of the paper. 

tongued, smooth-faced hum·bugging ? This ;-----------------------
may seem a harsh thing to say but to run the (Continued from page 4) 
State with an eye for the main benefit of one's On the 12th and 26th of March two very 
family is the worst form of humbug on God's educative and instructive evenings were arranged 
earth. Undue favouritism to one's relations by the German Muslim Society. These evenings 
and kith and kin is the rudest form of Nepot· have been started with the idea of giving an 
ism. Apparently Mr. Madho Ram's motto opportunity to Muslims and their friends for 
is-Blood is thicker than justice." agreeable and congenial discussions relati11g to the 

Birth-Control internal problems of Islam. The subjects under 
The Mufti of Egypt, Sheikh Abdul Majid discussion were : (1) Sects in Islam, (2) Prophet• 

Salim, is reported to have issued the fatwa that it hood in Islam. The following gentlemen took 
is permissible to practise birlh-control by the part in the discussion which were very useful 
use of contraceptives• by either of the spouse. and friendly- Dr. Azeez Mirza, Dr. Boos, Dr. 
Either party may, before life is formed, use such Hiller, Mr. Mohammad Ahmad Mosler, Said 
medicines as will prevent pregnancy when there is Ahmad Noack and Dr. S. M. Abdullah. 
a legitimate reason, without injuring the life or Under the auspices of the German Muslim 
health of the wife. Nevertheless, he says, all Society a very successful social gathering was held 
religious authorities are agreed that on no account on Friday the 19th of March. The number of 
should abortion take place when life is there. those who turned up was beyond our expectation 

Commenting on this, the Examiller, a Catholic and this necessitated the arrangement of extra 
Weekly of Bombay observes: seats for the guests. This being the Muharram 

"The declaration of the Mufti of Egypt time, Dr. Abdullah, the Imam of the Mosque read 
that the prevention of conception by the use out an article on the " Martyrdom of Imam 
of contraceptives is permissible when there is Hussain". The speaker depicted the geographical 
a legitimate reason only shows how defective setting, the historical background of the event and 
is the moral guidance which Islam affords. finally mentioned the great lesson of sacrifice 
The Mufti distinguishes between the preven- underlying this all-important event of the Islamic 
tion of new life and the destruction of life history. He was followed by Dr. Klopp vom 
already existing, but the malice of " birth Hofe, the vice-president of the Society, who 
control" does not lie in the prevention of new narrated some interesting anecdotes of the East. 
life but in the abuse of a natural faculty. Tuesday, the 23rd of March witnessed the 
Christian morality, as ever safeguarded by the scene of a farewell party given to our dear friend 
Catholic Church, alone of all religions insists Dr. Azeez Mirza, on the eve of his departure to 
on perfect observance by its members of the India, The gathering was a representative one, 
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This was his first Himalayan blunder, 
we said. His second equally big blunder is 
his dabbling with the purely Hindu question 
of Hindi. The question of a common lan
guage and a common script, no doubt forms 
an important plank in a scheme of nation
building. But Mahatmaji could not be 
unaware that a regular tug-or-war over this 
question has been going on between the 
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consider it as tantamount to their cultural 
death to be cut adrift from Urdu language 
and script-the repositories of all their 
cultural heritage. To do away with 
Urdu script is, in the eye of a 
Musalman, to lay the axe at the very 
root of his cultural identity and pave the 
way for his ultimate merging in the ocean of 
Hinduism. And it is unfortunate that 
a man of Mahatma Gandhi's position should 
have chosen to take it upon himself to deal 
that blow. 

Nagri Script 
When the history of the freedom 

movement of India comes to be written, one 
great set-back-perhaps the greatest set
back-to that movement would go, strangely 
enough, to the account of one who has un
doubtedly been the greatest apostle of that 
movement-viz., Mahatma Gandhi. He 
turned out to be too much of a Hindu, it 
would be said, putting Hindu cause be
fore the cause of India and this led to the 
collapse of the movement for the time 
being. 

It was the first Himalayan blunder on 
the part of Mahatmaji to have mixed him
self up with a purely Hindu movement like 
untouchability. This cost him the confi
dence of the Mussalmans and for the 
matter of that his all-India leadership and 
authority. This created misgiving even in 
the minds of Muslims with decidedly nation
alistic leanings. 

The impression so far was that Mahat
maj i put the freedom of India above all 
else, considering it to be the panacea for 
all other minor ills. That unmistakably 
was the gospel he had been preaching. He 
was looked upon as being incapable of 
thinking in terms of Hindus and Muslims. 
Had he not gone the length of offering the 
Musalmans a blank cheque? The commun
al feeling was supposed to be utterly foreign 
to his heart. The freedom movement was 
consequently at its highest pitch. When, 
however, Mahatmaji started his fast-unto
death against the Premier's Award on the 
issue of untouchability which he described as 
a "vivisection" of Hinduism, the impression 
created naturally was that he cared more 
for the solidarity of Hinduism than for the 
freedom of India. From the exalted posi
tion of a great Indian patriot burning with 
the fervour for the freedom of India he 
shrank into a mere Hindu communalist. 
This is, at least, how Muslim India looked 
at the whole thing. That was the parting 
of ways between him and Muslim India and 
ever after the two have drifted further and 
further apart. 

There certainly was no hurry about it. 
The qestion could wait till the coming of 
freedom. Then it could be settled by 
mutual deliberation between the Hindus and 
the Muslims. For a purely Hindu body 
to decide that Nagri should be the 
common script of the whole of India is to 
dictate to Muslim India and the Musalmans 
resent it as an insult to the culture of Islam. 
We dare say, not even Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, whose patriotism is beyond dispute, 
will agree to rendering his Quran into 
Nagri. 

It may be said that Turkey and Iran 
have already abandoned the Arabic script 
and adopted Roman instead. Why should 
Indian Muslims object to the adoption of 
Nagri ? There are two reasons for it. Firstly, 
Turkey and Iran are no examples of Islam 
for Muslim India which has unanimously 
disapproved of their adoption of Roman 
script. And secondly, the adoption of 
N agri would mean the thin end of the 
wedge to impose Hindu culture on Mus
lims. We mean no disrespect to Hindu 
culture. But Musalmans look upon Islam 
as the repository of all that is best in the 
cultures of the world. Dr. Iqbal gives 
a true expression to Muslim feeling on the 
question when he says that to a Masalman 
it is his culture that is worth living for and 
dying for. 

We are sorry that Mahatmaji should 
have been so ill-advised as to tread on this 
dangerous ground. It is unsychological, 
impolitic and against the best interests of 
the country to rake up such questions. If 
the foreign government had engineered 
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such a move. we could very well under
stand it ; for it is the surest way to create 
a permanent gulf between Hindus 
and Muslims. But a man like Mahatma 
Gandhi who surely wants to see India 
united and free should have thought 
twice before associating himself with 
such a short-sighted idea as the in
fliction of Nagri script on 80 millions of 
M usalmans who put as much value on their 
culture as on the freedom of their mother 
land. 

Letters to the Editor 
AN AUSTRALIAN 1'1USLll'I FARl'IER 

DEAR SIR, 
Our dear brother in Islam Baron Omar R. 

Ehrenfels, in a very recent letter has asked me 
to put on a paper a short picture of the fully modern 
every day life outside on an /\ ustralian Farm. 
In trying to do this-which should be done by 
a more able pen than mine, as I am only a farmer 
--1 must first give a few figures in relation to the 
State of South Australia. The area is 380,070 square 
miles or 243244800 acres of land and only 56'99 per 
cent is in occupation. The net value of all produc
tion reaches the large figure £21,650,455, the agri
cultural people being responsible for £15, 380,597 
which shows that agriculture plays a very 
large part in the State. Wheat, Barley and Wool 
are the most highly productive whilst the Wine 
Industry is also going ahead with large productions. 
But what of the actual producer; and how hard he 
must work to keep going. 

Not stopping in bed till the sun warms the 
air up, he is up between 4 and 4-30 in the 
morning, to feed the horses, or see that every 
thing is ready for the tractor. Then comes break
fast; as one will not be in till the sun has set, 
one has to take food and drink enough to last 
all day : this goes on till the fallowing is finished. 
Then on the first rains, in goes the crop. That 
job being finished one closes the gate; and awaits 
the result. In between times, the sheep have to be 
seen to ; after that any spare time has to be given 
to fences, till the lambing season starts. This is a 
very exacting job and takes a lot of time as the 
sheep have to be ridden round all the time. Any 
sickly ewes are brought into the house paddock so 
as to be near; all this takes a lot of time, If every
thing goes on in a satisfactory manner, the next 
thing is the shearing of the sheep, and the sending 
away of the bales of wool to the market. We now 
come to the end of the year only to find that the 
crop we put in, between May and July is ready 
for cutting ; so if we want wheat, we put in the 
stripper which takes off the wheat, thrashes it out 
from the ear and pours it into bags as it goes 
around the paddock. Then men come along and 
sew up the bags. This also has to be carted to the 
Rail way to send overseas or sold locally in the 
Australian markets. We have now roughly gone 
through twelve months work on a Farm in 
Australia which country is supposed to be the most 
up-to-date farming community in the world. 

I really think it would be a good thing for 

the agriculturists of India if they could see their 
way to send their sons to the Agricultural Colleges 
situated in the different States, in order to help the 
furthering of agriculture in India, The State 
of South Australia has not yet fully grasped the 
beauties of the Islamic Faith. What we call ''Away 
up North" about 250 miles north of the Capital one 
finds a mosque; in the city one will find another 
one, and that is all. But even so one can always 
find time for Prayers, even on a farm and we 
should give daily our thanks to Allah for 
the beautiful out-door manly life that we can lead 
on a farm out here. 

The work is hard, the hours are long, some• 
times the seasons are bad and all the work goes 
for nothing, or perhaps a bush fire will come 
along and take every thing, crop, grass, sheds or 
even the house, Then comes the stability of one's 
nature. ls one strong enough to carry on and 
make a fresh start ? Yes the Australian Farmer is 
never beaten. 
WANGOLINA (KINGSTON) RASHID FERGUSON· 

BERLIN l'IOSQUE ACTIVITIES 
(From our own correspondent) 

Just after the Eid-ul-Adha festival, which was 
celebrated at the Berlin Mosque with great 
success, a visit to the Islamic section of the State 
Museum was arranged by the German Muslim 
Society. The number of those who responded to 
the invitation was beyond expectation, so much 
so that Dr. Erdmann, Assistant Director of the 
section was surprised to see such a large gather
ing. Dr. Erdmann, who very kindly led the 
visitors through the museum, delivered a short 
speech in the course of which he showed how 
Islam, originating from Arabia, made its way 
through the Eastern as well as Western countries 
and reached as far as Spain on the one hand and 
China on the other. The learned speaker also 
added that in all these conquests Islam was never 
preached or made to spread at the point of sword. 
It was left to the conquered people to accept 
Islam or to retain their old ancestral faith. 
Dr. Erdmann then showed some of the beautiful 
and artistical paintings and pottery works of 
Muslims. The most interesting part was the one 
exhibiting hand-woven carpets, which gave a vivid 
idea and an impressive picture of the Islamic 
Art and Culture. 

On the 5th of March at 8 P. M. an interesting 
lecture was delivered by an Arab friend Mr. 
Abbud Al-Ibrahim, an Engineer. Our friend is 
leaving Berlin after about 5 years' stay here. 
During the short space of about an hour, the 
speaker deEcribed his impressions of Europe. 
Talking of bis religiousness, he said that be was 
rather indifferent to religion before coming to 
Europe and it was through the Berlin Mosque 
that he became a religious-minded person and 
the mosque was a great help and guide to him 
during his stay in the West. In the conclusion 
he said, that though we Muslims can learn a lot 
from Europe in the field of science, medicine, 
techique, etc., still there are problems baffling the 
minds of the Europeans, the solution of which 
is to be found in Islam and Islam alone. We 
Muslims ought to try to present these ideas and 
ideals of Islam to the West. 

(Seepage 2) 
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BRITISH DIVORCE LAWS 
11 WICK!D AND CRUBL '' SAYS JUDGB 

A pitiful procession of children called to give 
evidence nf a mother's or a father's misoonduct 
drove Mr. Justice Swift, at Birmingham Assizes 
to an impassioned outburst against our "wicked, 
cruel " divorce laws, 

110ver and over again to-day, in one case 
after another," he said, "1 have had, the unhappy 
children of divided parents coming here to prove 
that either one or other was guilty of adultery. 

"To my mind it is most terrible. These 
nnbappy people have long since made up their 
minds they cannot live togetber''-be was refer• 
ring to a particular case in which the parties had 
been separated sixteen or seventeen years, and 
had both made fresh alliances-"but in order 
that one side or the other may regularize their 
position and live decently in the eyes of their 
neighbours it is necesaary that a daugther should 
have to be called to prove her mother's adultery. 

" I think it is dreadful. Why cannot some 
means be devised-by those who made our mar
riage laws to begin with, by those who started 
their beginning, by the bishops and curates and 
those who undertake the task of joining people 
together-of permitting their separation without 
having to bring the product of their nnion to 
prove the adultery of one or the other ? 

" The present system, as I said seventeen 
years ago when I was first elevated to my 
present position, is cruel and wicked, crnel to 
everybody. And we who have to sit here and 
listen to the painful stories can only wish that 
something bad been done years ago to alleviate 
the sufferings of those such as I have heard 
to-day. 

.. Nobody seems to think, nobody seems to 
care about the idividuals, 

"Those who talk about the sanctity of marriage; 
those who talk about those 'whom God bath 
joined together'; those who lay the greatest emphasis 
on 'let no man put asunder' do not see, or, if 
they see it, do not realise the pain and suffering 
which comes into the witness-box. 

• You talk light-heartedly of eighty-four or 
eighty-eight nndefended divorces at Birmingham 
Assizes. They each take four minutes to be dealt 
with-a little more if there is somebody who wants 
to know things - but, at the average rate, four min
utes-and long enongb 1- to weigh out the pain 
and snffering, the broken lives, the misery of years 
which those cases mean. 

' What dreadfnl stories I have beard to-day I 
A woman married for twelve or fourteen years 
who never bad sexual intercourse with her bnsband 
after sbe was married. What was marriage life 
to her ? How bad God made them 'one flesh,' 
when indeed they never were one after they went 
through tbe priestly ceremony ? 

"And now this wretched petitioner separated 
from his wife, and she from her husband, for 
fourteen years- both of them bad made other 
alliances - come here and tell me they want to 
be separated, 

11 Why should they not be ? They have, in 
fact, in truth, been separated for four teen years, 
But in order that they might be separated in 
law, the wretched daughter of her father and 
mother has got to be brought here to tell me on 
oath that she knows that for fourteen years her 
mother has been living with a man who was not 
her father, and her father has been living with 
a woman who is not her mother. 

"Do not let it be said I do not approve of 
divorces at assizes. I disapprove of the whole 
system, wherever it may have to be carried out. 

"To my mind the divorce laws of this country 
are wicked and cruel. These people ought not to 
be subjected to the dreadful indignities to which 
they are and I wish some of those learned ecclesi
astics who have so much concern for the well•being 
of society would come and sit there, where they 
would be mere spectators, or here, where they 
would have to deal with matters, 

"It would not be long before the divorce laws 
of this country were altered if only people could 
see, could realise, the pain which is inflicted, 
Nobody does. Everbody says-'How sordid l 
How nasty I How unpleasant I' •• 

The judge tnroed to Mr. Parry, counsel in the 
case before bim : 

•·You and l," be said, "agree that it is sordid 
and nasty and unpleasant. To me it is very 
terrible." 

"I am so sorry,'' he ended, with a catch io 
bis voice. 

Mr, Parry interposed -"I should like to say, 
my lord, how repugnant it was to me and my 
instructing solicitors ... " he began. 

But the judge, interrupting, said : "Never 
mind that. I am not blaming you or your solicitor, 
What else could you do ? I might as well start 
to kick myself. You had to do it. 

"I know how repugnant it was to you. Then 
how much more repugnant it was to her I Dread• 
ful for that child to come aud tell me that story I 
Dreadful I Dreadful I 

"Do you think yon are improving the morals 
of the conntry by bringing children to talk about 
their parents' adultery ; do yon think you are 
making divorce more easy or more difficult by it ? ,. 
-Dail7 Bxjrn,. 
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Children's Own Page 

HOW A NATION WAS BORN 

The morning broke fresh and bright, Out• 
side the town in the big open space there stood 
firmly fixed in the ground the standard of 
the Prophet. Proudly fluttering in the gentle 
morning breeze, the Crescent, now gilded by the 
first rays of the sun just peeping over the horizon, 
sent silent invitations to the Faithful, These 
speechless messages were irresistible. The 
Muslims hailed them as so many opportunities for 
winning honour and advancement. On many a 
bloody field of battle had this symbol of Islam 
looked down but had witnessed not one instance of 
pusillanimity or back-turning. Such were these 
redoubtable followers of the Prophet, The Word 
of God had changed their very outlook on life. 
Nothing afforded them so much pleasure as to strike 
a blow in a righteons cause, Their Master's 
example had inspired them with unearthly courage. 
The word fear was once for all blotted out of their 
dictionary, 

Hardly had an hour passed when the streets 
of Medina, the metropolis of Islam, the highways 
as well as the by-ways, flowed with so many 
bnman streams. Cavaliers mounted on their best 
Arab steeds whoae mettle they had tried in many a 
deadly contest, dashed along, vying with one 
another, as it were, to be the first to rally to that 
standard of Truth, From the country-side came 
pouring in the dwellers of the desert under the 
command of their respective sheikhs bearing the 
ensigns of their own respective tribes. Aud before 
the sun had attained to the meridian, there was a 
huge cavalcade aronnd that familiar crescent. 

Besides the youngsters, there were, among 
these warriors, the veterans and heroes of Badr, of 
Uhad, of Ahzab, of Hunain and many another 
sanguinary struggle, whose scarred faces told of the 
deeds of daring and valour they had wrought. 
The Prophet had it proclaimed what the expedi
tion was that they were on. The neighbouring 
Christian power, a province of the great Roman 
Empire, was busy mobilizing forces to swoop down 
on the territory of [slam and extinguish the light of 
Truth kindled by the hand of God. It was not 
for Muslims to pick up qnarrels with other people. 
Islam inculcated love of man. When however, 
there was no way out of it and the gauntlet 
had been wantonly flung in the face of Islam, the 
Muslim code of honour knew no flinching or 
faltering. Death in defence of Truth was in fact 
the most enviable honour that could fall to the lot 
of a Muslim. 

All was now ready. Man and horse both 
seemed impatient of any further delay when war• 
drums aanonnced that the march must begin. 
But jnst at this proudest moment of their lives 
when these soldiers of Islam Jet loose the reins of 
their steeds to win glory, honour and advancement 
by measnring swords with the infidels, there conld 

be seen a handful of men who, with their eyes 
pinned to the ground, were wending their way back 
to the Capital. A closer look at their faces and 
you see drops of tears trickle down their cheeks. 
lt seems as if these people would like the f/Rrth to 
rend asunder and engulf them. Who are these 
men and what on earth is the matter with them? 

Every soldier in these expeditions offered 
himself as a national volunteer. As a rule every 
one had to find out his own war equipment
sword, lance, armour, steed and all. These 
people whom we have jnst seen off on the III ay 
back to Medina, lost in sorrow and grief, 111 ere 
too poor to procure steeds for themselves, It was 
a long expedition and could not be undertaken on 
foot, But they did not know where to get steeds 
from, They had tapped all their private resources 
but without any avail. At last they came to the 
Prophet to help them out of the difficulty. The 
Prophet had already come to the end of his resour• 
ces. And when they met with disappointment 
in that quarter too, their hearts were overwhelmed 
with grief and that is why, as they dragged their 
steps along to the capital, two streams of tears. 
could he seen furrowing their cheeks. This is how 
the Quran depicts the scene in 9: 92: 

"When they came to you (Prophet) so that 
you might furnish them with conveyance, you 
told them that you could not get any on which 
to mount them. Back they turned and as they 
did so tears flowed from their eyes out of grief 
that they could not find anything to spend." 

History is still rubbing eyes at the mar
vellous phenomenon of the meteoric rise of Islam, 
absolutely at a loss to account for it on any 
known laws of the birth and rise of nations. A 
nation unknown in the annals of man, as Muir puts 
it, is quickened, as though at the touch of a 
magician's wand when the Prophet makes bis 
appearance, and sallies forth on its great adventure 
till it becomes, in the course of a few decades, the 
builder of an Empire and a civilization, unparalleled 
in the exploits of man. History is to this day 
at a loss to make out this most marvellons 
miracle. But the explanation is not far to seek, 
It was to such high spirited sons who, when they 
were deprived of the opportunity to meet a 
glorious death in the cause of Truth, wept like so 
many children-it was to such enterprising sons 
that Islam owed all the greatness and glory that it 
achieved in the twinkling of eyes, as it \\ere. 
lt is to such sons again that Islam is looking 
forward for its renaissance, the dawn of which is 
already in sight on more than one horizon. Will 
the Indian youth of lslam listen to that message, 
yes the self-same message that rallied the Faithful 
on the day of the Tabuk expedition and sent those 
streams of tears on so many cheeks ? The day 
such streams flow down the cheeks of our young
men, when the call of Islam comes to them, 
will, undoubtedly, be the day of the deliverance 
of Islam. 

EDlTOR, 
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News of the Week 

THE NEW CONSTlTUTION 

The Congress had decided in favour of office 
acceptance on the condition that the Governors of 
the Provinces in which Congress ministers would 
work would give a verbal assurance to refrain from 
using their special powers under the Government 
of India Act. The Governors refused to give 
such assurance on the plea that under the 
Constitution they could not divest themselves of 
those powers, even if they would. Mahatma 
Gandhi who was the author of this formula, in a 
statement, says that he believes in cent per cent 
honesty of his formula which demanded nothing 
beyond the constitution limits. The Congress 
contention is that the Constitution leaves it 
to the "discretion" of the Governors whether 
to use their special powers or not If therefore 
the Government really means to transfer power 
to the people's representatives, as it pretends to do, 
why not forego the use of the discretionary powers 
and leave the Government machinery to the 
elected ministers? Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, in a 
statement, contro.,erts the Congress view and 
supports the Government plea that under the 
constitution the Governors are not free to forego 
the use of their special powers. Dr. Sir Shafaat 
Ahmad Khan also takes the same view. In the 
meantime, to tide over the dead-lock, the Govern- I 
ment has set up interim minority ministries. 

ANTI-CONSTITUTION DAY 

April 1 was observed as Anti-Constitution 
Day. Hartal was observed throughout India. 
Muslims also joined the Hartal notwithstanding 
Mr. Jinnah's announcement calling upon the Muslim 
Community not to join the Hartal. The Central 
Legislative Assembly had to adjourn its sitting 
on Aprill for want of quorum, since the Congress 
members did not attend. On April 2, when the 
Assembly met again, Congress members displayed 
Congress Tri-coloured national flags in the 
Assembly Chamber. 

MUSLIM PRlME MINISTERS 

Under the new 
ministership of seven 
Muslims: 

Constitution the Prime
Provinces has gone to 

N.W.F.P . .•• 
The Punjab ••• 
;,i11dh 
U.P. 

JJi,har 
Bengal 
4ssam 

Nawab Sir Abdul Qayyum Khan. 
Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan. 
Sir Ghulam Hussain Hiday<1tullah. 
Nawab Sir Ahmad Saeed Khan of 
Chatari. 
Mr. Mohd Yunus 
Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul- Haq. 
Sir Syed Mohd. Saadullah. 

COMMON SCRIPT FOR INDIA 

Presiding over the Bharatiya S1hita Parishat 
at Madras on March 27, Mahatma Gandhi appealed 
for the adoption of a common script for the whol~ 
of India in the interest of cultural unity. The 
controversy between Urdu and Nagri script was , 

nedless, he said, but he urged the adoption of Nagri, 
because all the Indian languages were intimately 
connected with Sanskrit. This, of course, did not 
mean the abolition of l'rovincial languages and the 
substitution of Hindi instead. On the other hand 
all Provincial language, were to be highly 
developed and the best of all to be translated into 
Hindi. All Provrnces 11,u,t only adopt Nagri 
script. 

PALESTINE 

According to the Al-Balagh of Cairo, a 
Zionist Congress was held on February 10, at Sufia 
at which it was unanimously resolved that 3½ lacs 
of Jews should be imported into Palestine during 
the coming five years and twenty lacs in the 
following twenty years. 

KEEP YOUR SWORD SHARP 

Speaking on the occasion of the second 
anntversary of compulsory military service in 
Germany, General Goering observed that the 
German forces were ever ready to plunge in any 
danger in defence of their President and of the 
independence of their motherland. He exhorted 
his people to keep their swords sharp, for the 
sword was the best guarantee of peace in the world. 

JAMALUDDIN AFGHANI'S MEMORIAL 

Egypt has decided to celebrate the 40th death 
anniversary of Jamaluddin Afghani, the father of 
the present political awakening in the East. 

CONGRESS AND MUSLIMS 

In his speech at the National Convention 
recently held in Delhi, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
observed that Muslims had too long been neglected 
and misled and hence deserved special considera• 
tion to make them rally to the Congress standard. 

To implement this "Muslim Policy", the 
Congress has cre:tted a new Department to 
collect information about Muslims. Babu 
Rajendra Prasad in a press statement calls upon 
the country to see that there is no village without a 
Congress Committee and no Commitee without 
Muslims. He goes on to say: " I appeal to 
Musalmans that they should join the Congress in 
as large numbers as possible. They can make 
the organisation their own." 

THE SWORD OF ISLAM 

The sword of Islam-a magnificent present 
from the native chief to Sgr. Mussolini-was 
accepted by the Duce in a ringing speech at an 
impressive ceremony on the Market Square. 

The sword has a gold hilt, beautifully chased 
blade and is said to cost £2,000. 

The Duce in thanking the chiefs, referred 
lo "this symbol of strength and justice," and 
said : " I shall take this sword to Rome and keep 
it as one of the dearest memories of my life." 

The Duce proceeded to dwell on the loyal 
assistance of Tripoli and Libian Moslems during 
the Abyssinian war. 



8 THE LIGHT APRIL 81 1931 

FREEMASONS IN TURKEY 
Freemasons and dervishes have been banned 

in Turkey under an amendment which has just 
been made to the constitution dealing with the 
guarantee of religious liberty. 

ITALO.BRITISH RIVALRY 
Sgr. Mussolini has published a pamphlet in 

Arabic to convince the world of Islam that of all 
the European powers, Italy is mor.t friendly towards 
Islam and Musalmans. The Sheikh of Al•Azhar 
has issued a counter•statement refuting the validity 
of his claim. 

The ejectment of the famous Indian firm of 
Messrs, Muhammad Ali from Abyssiniit by the 
Italian Government and thepocketting of this insult 
by the British G:>vernment to British citizenship 
is interpreted in India as the timidity of Britain 
before the growing Italian power. 

PANlPAT FlRlNG 
The Panipat Massacre hu caused great in

dignation among Muslims. Malak Barkat Ali has 
moved an adjournment in the Pnnjab Assembly on 
this issue, 

CONGRESS WALK-OUT 
The Coogress members of the Punjab 

Assembly, as a protest against tbe refusal of the 
Governors to give assurance of non-interference 
with Congress Ministries, refused to listen to the 
Governor's inaugural Address and walked out of 
the Chamber before the Governor's appearance. 

MUSLIM-SIKH CLASH 
The Muslim version about the Muslim·Sikh 

conflict at Kot Bhai Than is that tbe trouble was 
started by Sikhs who began to disturb Muslims -in 
their evening prayers by creating tumult. The 
police officers entrusted with the investigation are 
mostly Sikhs. The Musalmans demand the ap. 
pointment of Englisn investigating officers. 

How to Help 
1. Pass your copy of the 

Light on to others 
2. Make your friends Sub

scribe. 
MANAGER 

• ie5i!!5:l:!!iliii5!5:!53. 
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Questions & Answers 

K. A. Qayyum, Patna 
1. Does Islam believe in pre-destination 

(Fate) ? 

A. It all depends what you mean by fate. 
If fate means that inan is a mere tool in the hand 
of a higher power, with no option of his own 
to make or mar his own destiny, there certainly 
is no such thing in Islam. Man is free to choose 
whatever course of life he would and is not 
bound to any particular pre-ordained course. lf,. 
however, predestination means that man has been 
created with a definite destiny or goal, tbat is 
perfectly lrue. Man has been created with 
Divine attributes in him, To work those attributes. 
out to their highest development is the goal of his 
life. That is his preordained destiny. Whether 
however he should actually attain to that destiny 
or not is left entirely to his own free will and 
his 01vn self-exertion. He is not coerced one way 
or the othH. 

2. Has the Epicuriao philosophy any con• 
nection with the spirit of Islam ? 

A. No! Islam teaches moderation in all 
things, Whereas Epicureanism means a license 
to self-indulgence, the essence of Islamic teachings 
coosists in self•control. There is to be neither 
any asceticism nor self-indulgence. Islam stands 
for tbe golden mean. 

3. Are we bound to regard Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmed as our reformer ? What did he reform ? 
lslam? 

A. If on honest investigation yon find that 
he was a mere impostor, you certainly must have 
nothing to do with him, If, however, you come 
to th~ conclnsion that be was a Mujaddid, it is 
certamly your duty to rally to bis call. The 
Prophet's words are there that God would raise 
Mujaddids in order to revive faith. To ignore his 
call is to deprive oneself of a share in the great 
work of the revival of Islam. 

Did he reform Islam, you ask. No, Islam is 
beyond reform. It is contained in perfect un• 
sullied form in tbe pages of the Qurao. He 
reformed the mulla, Islam which is a sad travesty 
of true Islam and brought out the true beauties 
of lslam. In other words he gave the best 
possible interpretation of Islam. 

4. ls the Sufisti'c philosophy akin to Islam ? 
A. Sufie-ism has done more harm than 

good. It has made Mt1salmans other•worldly • 
minded, indifferent to the hard realities of this 
life. Islam on the other hand puts a great value 
on this life and the highest of virtue could only 
be attained throt1gh the dust and din of this work• 
a•day life. Sufi,ism is a subterfuge to shirk the 
high realistic moral demands of Islam. It is a 
Nay-saying attitude of mind towards life whereas. 
Islam is another name for the current of life itself. 
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