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Pi·esiding at an Arya Samajist meet
ing in Bombay, .Mr. Shanker Acharya, 
who is a Sauatanist Leader observed: 

"I wish the Arya Samajists, Sanatanists 
and Sikhs should all regard one an
other as brothers and sinking all 
minor diffe1·onces should stand for 
Hindu Sanghtan. In my opinion 
every Hindu child's bosom should 
kindle with a fervour for the defence 
of Hindu Dharma." 

,ve quote this to point out how non
Muslims may adopt Islamic truths where
as those who claim to be Muslims may, 
in actual life, throw those truths to the 
wind. The Shanker Acharya has 
certainly voiced an Islamic trnth in call
ing upon the various subdivisions of 
Hinduism to recognise their common 
fraternity. As a matter of faet, religion 
and partitioning of humanity can not 
very well go together. Where the one is 
the other is not. The Quran goes further 
and proclaims that "all humanity is one." 
A Mussalman only insults the Quran 
when on the one hand he kisses it as the 
·word of God and, on the other, tramples 
upon this teaching which may be regard
ed as full one-half of Islam. One can 
either be a Musalman or a Sectarian. 
To Indian Legislators 

While guaranteeing religious free
dom to all Turkish subjects, the Turkish 
Republic ha.s also passed legislation safe
guarding the people against religious fraud 
by suppressing all orde1·s of dervishes 
which,pl'etending to initiate people into 
spiritual mysteries by secret methods, 1· 

only exploited their ignorance. Now 
that the Government of this country is 

supposed to have substantially passe'l 
into Indin.n hands, is it not time t,o con
sider the feasibility of some such measm•p 
in India as well. Nowhere is more fraud 
and more havoc played in the name of 
religion than in India. If it is an 
elementu.ry duty of the state to ensure the 
physical safety of its subjects, it is equally 
its duty to see to its moral, intellectual 
and spiritual safoty. Here in India, 
however, eve1·y charlatan may go about, 
without let or hindrance trading upon 
the religious sentiments of the people. 
Something should be done to put a 
check on this abuse of religious freedom. 
There is a regular licence for everything 
which involves Mome danger to public 
safety. One can not keep arms or 
explosives or such drugs as opiuin or 
arsenic without a regular licence from 
the Government. Religion in the hand 
of the adventurer is certainly the most 
easily combustible and the most danger
ous explosive. Why not put a licence on 
it? No one should be allowed to invest 
himself with any 1·eligious authodty 
or sanctity unless he has got a regular 
licence from the Government. This will 
purge Indian Society of much of its 
moral filth and misery. But perhaps 
it is too early to look for things 
like this in India. In free lands 
like Turkey, Italy and Germany, such 
momentous reforms have been intro
duced with a mere stroke of pen. In 
India, however, there is no greater ally 
of foreign rule than this pseudo-religion 
and it therefore receives, under the pre
tence of religious freedom, the best of 
Government blessings. 

Moorish Troops in Spain 
In a statement in ~he Al-Balagh, 

Muhammad Syed Zahrav1, President of 
the Islamic Congress says:-

"In the Spanish territories of the 
Near West, General Franeo has 
brought all agriculture and cultiva
tion to a stand-still. The workers 
on the fields are forcibly rushed to 
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the front. Those who refuse are 
shot down. A large part of the 
population of Morocco has thus been 
drained out. Even old men of 70 
are not spared. And while these 
poor men are thus packed off to the 
firing line, the Roman Catholic 
priests bless them and be-sprinkle 
holy water over their heads." 

We can not say how far this statement 
is true. In these days of propaganda 
and counter-propaganda, it has become 
almost impossible to tell falsehood from 
t,ruth. :Reports about Spain in particular 
are often mere propaganda. It should, 
however, be somebody's bw:;iness in the 
rest of the world of Islam to find out the 
truth and to raise a united protest against 
it, in case the report is true. The world 
of Islam should either sink together or 
swim together. The days of isolation 
are gone. What is happening in Morocco 
to-day may happen in Y aman, Iraq or 
Syria tomorrow. 

The Azhar Mission 
The Azhar )\fission, which recently 

toured India to establish a cultural con
tact with India flew back to Egypt, where 
they were received at the aero-drome by 
the leading Ulama, the professors of 
El-Azbar and a deputation representing 
the Young Men Muslim Association. In an 
interview, they said that t.hey had visited 
many educational centres, Muslim as 
well as non-Muslim. They had also 
visited four leading Muslim rulers as well 
as Mahatma Gandhi and had carried 
away sweet memories with them. 

We may only add that the Mission 
also carried with them the best wishes of 
the Muslims of this country. The mem
bers of the Mission were all men of great 
learning which, unlike that of our ulama, 
was happily mingled with a liberal 
measure of enlightenment and toleration. 
We recollect with pleasure the pleasant 
couple of hours spent with them here at 
the Ahmadiyya Buildings when they 
called at lVfa.ulana Muhammad Ali and 
had a prolonged exchange of views with 
him concerning the exact views of this 
Movement. It was really a pleasure to 
talk to these gentlemen. In India it is 
very seldom that two different schools of 
thot1ght can meet together without 
coming to blows. It speaks volumes for 
the high standard of Islamic enlighten
ment and tolerance of this oldest living 
university of the world that the mission 
gave a patient hearing to the truth 
about this Movement. Maulana Muham
mad Ali explained to them that 

the Lahore wing of the Movement 
believes in the finality of prophet
hood with the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
1,,nd regards all those who recite the 
Kalma as Muslims. rrhe exchange of 
views lasted for full two hours and from 
what we saw of the deputation we can 
say that El-Azhar could not send better 
ambassadors to India. 

Anti-Asiatic Bills 
Two Bills of the above name have 

recently been before the Legislature of 
South Africa. Ono of these purported to 
deprive a European, Malay or Coloured 
woman of her property if she married an 
Asiat,ic and the other forbade the 
employment of a European woman by a 
non-European. Be it noted, however, 
that Japan was excluded from the 
purview of the word "Asiatic." There 
naturally was bitter opposition to the 
Bills and the Government withdrew· 
them. The withdrawal, however. is only 
an eye-wash; for the Congress of South 
African Indians has given an undertaking 
that the object of the Bill will be carried 
out voluntarily by the Indians in the 
Union by not employing white women in 
their stores. "\Ve are surprised that race 
prejudice should still work so strongly 
against India. It is also a shame that 
Indians there should have submitted to 
this national humiliation. The white 
man, it, seems, is amenable to just one 
logic, the logic of brute force. Japan was 
excluded from the operation of the Bill, 
because ,Japan has the capacity to hit 
back. In the present state of India's 
position however, all she can do is to 
protest against this insulting discrimi
nation against Indians. 

Progressive Mysore 
Mysore which has the reputation of 

being. the most progressive of Indian 
States has added one more feather to 
that reputation by introducing a Bill 
which pnrports to remove a disability 
which Hindu religious law imposes on 
change of religion. The statement of 
aims and objects as published in the 
k.ysore Gazette says: 

"Under the Hindu Law a person on conver. 
sion to another religion is considered civilly 
dead and he loses his rights of inheritance 
in the family to which he belonged. In 
order to remove this disability, Act XXI of 
1850 was passed in British India. The 
question of introducing 1egis1ation in the 
St<l:te on the lines of the British Indian Act, 
XXI of 1850, has often come up for consid
eration. 

(See page 4.) 
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, ence, cultural decay of Islam will follow 
&uit. To f:la,y that the cultural independ
ence of Islam will be guaranteed by the 
Congress is a mere fallacy. Cultural in
dependence without political indopend-

J ence is a miraj. 

Saturday, April 24, 1937. 

Muslim Policy of Congress 
We are afraid the so-called Muslim 

Policy of the Congress is creating a pro
blem of gigantic importance for the 
Muslims of India. As apprehended in one 
of our recent issues, they sense in these 
attentions of the Congress a positive 
danger to the solidarity of Islam. Even 
a man like Mr. Jinnah, an ex-President 
of the Congress who, in his patriotism 
and love of freedom certah,ly does not 
yield to Pt. Jawahar Lal himself, has 
been constrained to interpret this new 
policy of the Congress to approach the 
Muslim masses direct as an attempt to 
divide the Musalmans. In a press state
ment on the subject, he observes : 

"This recent orientation of the policy towards 
Musalma11s is bound to fail and lead to 
disaster. I find that efforts are being made 
in a somewhat deliberate fashion to divide 
the Musalmans for ulterior objects by 
appealing to their patriotism and national 
feeling by falsely representing that the 
Congress alone has got the monoply to 
champion and fight for the freedom of 
India and no other party has a right to 
exist, if they do not cent per cent agree 
with the Congress. When the question of 
the protection of minorities is raised by 
anybody, he who dares to rai!'e it is dubbed 
a communalist, for, there is in their opinion 
no such thing as Hindu-Muslim question in 
reality. This is so far from the truth that 
we <!an only come to the conclusion that the 
object of these people is to split the Muslims 
and break the Muslim League. This policy, 
I venture to say, will set back the national 
advance of the country," 

The statement concludes with the 
words: 

"Our hand'of co-operation in there as equals 
but we will not submit to dictation or sub
jugation." 

Mr. Jinnah has correctlJ guaged the 
far-reaching implications of this new 
policy of the Congress towards the 
M.usalmans. It amounts not merely to 
fan nssiparous forces in the body-politic of 
Islam. It amounts to dictation to eighty 
millions of Musalmans and their ultimate 
s11bjugation to the will of the majority 
community which dominates the counsels 
of the Congress. It may be called the 
poitieal Shudhi of the Musalmans and 
since culture can only thrive and 
flourish in the soil of political independ-

We are not prepared to donbt the 
bona-fldes of the Congt•ess President in 
this particular matter. He is surely in
spired by the best of motives. The 
freedom of India, he thinks, demands a 
united front on the pa,·t of all Indians. 
And he is perfectly right there. But a. 
united front certainly must not mean the 
merging of the minority into the majority. 
That is exactly however wl1at this new 
policy of the Congress amonnts to. 

The Musalmans of India are behind 
none in their love of freedom. They are 
perhaps the only section of the Indian 
people who ai·e made of the stnff which 
alone counts in a struggle for political 
freedom. It is mere propaganda to paint 
them as black sheep before world opinion. 
No one knows better than the Congress 
President that Musalmans constitute the 
sword arm of India and on that arm ulti
mately must India largely depend for 
winning and maintaining freedom. No 
one knows better than he that the Congress 
movement minus the Muslim Red Shirts 
of the Frontier would be like the prover• 
bial play of Hamlet without the Prince of 
Denmark. It is ill-return on the part of 
the majority community to ip:nore this 
honourable part which Muslims have 
taken in the struggle of freedom and 
employ all its resources of finance and 
propaganda to paint Muslims as commu
nalists, if they refuse to be a party to the 
merging of Islam into Hinduism. 

Freedom of the country is one thing 
and merging of Islam into Hinduism an
other. The Hindu politician has, by a 
snbtle fallacy, mixed the two up and con
siders the latter as the only test of 
patriotism and nationalism. A man of such 
robust patriotism as the late Maulana 
Muhammad Ali was dubbed a communal
ist when he could not subscribe to the 
Congress ignoring the separate identity of 
Musalmans. His namesake, Mr. Jinnah, 
who has also been alife-longfighterforthe 
freedom of India now finds himself in the 
same boat for no better reason than that 
he would not merge Muslim's political 
identity in to the Congress. This is a 
fallacy, as we said, and we are surprised 
that a man of J awahar Lal's sense of fair
play should not be able to see it. 

It is said that the Congress would 
take good care of the cultural interests 
of Islam. Mahatma Gandhi says that 
the Congress would not last for two daya 
ifitdisrega.rdedinterests of the minorities. 
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rehe Congress Committee of Delhi has 
passed a resolution that, "continuous 
propaganda that the Muslim interests are 
safe in the hands of the Congress is 
necessary inorder to bring the Muslims 
into Congress fold in large numbers." 
Co~ceding this to be true, is it good 
logic to demand that Muslims should 
commit political suicide and cease to 
exist as a separate entity in the politics 
of the country. Will the Congress agree 
to the surrender of the inherent right, of 
the people of India to freedom if it should 
he convinced that the interests of ludia 
would be quite safe in the hands of the 
British Government? There we hear the 
oft-repeat,ed slogan -Good Government 
is no substitute for Self-Governmeut. 
Why not giVc a similar deal to the 
Muslims who are certainly as distinct a 
nation from Hindus as the Indians are 
from the English. Why ask them to 
make themsel ve.. the camp followers of 
the Congress which is practically a Hindu 
body and is bound to be such in a country 
where the Hindus form an overwhelminO' 
majority? 

0 

Mr. Jinnha has only voiced the feel
ings of the whole of Muslim India when 
he says that Muslims will never submit 
to this dictation and subjugation. It will 
be political suicide on their part to do so, 
to be followed by cultural extinction. It 
is time the Congress reconsidered this mad 
c?urse of action which can only lead to 
disaster and retard the progress of India 
towards the goal of freedom. It must 
not allow itself to be misled by the few 
Maulanas of the Jamiat-ul-Ulama who are 
perhap~ in its pay and hence play the 
tunes 1t chooses to call. Muslim India 
means to live as Muslin1 India and there
by ensure the continuance of that worthy 
contribution which the high humanitarian 
ideals of blam have been and are alone 
capable of making towards the current of 
Indian lifo. 

(Continued from p. 2.) 

The Government, feel that the time has come 
for removing the disability arising from the 
change of religion or deprivation of caste, 
and the Bill is intended to effect this." 

A Lesson for Chamba 
·while at this topic one's thou,g-hts 

naturally turn to anothflr Indian State 
where conversion from Hinduism not onlv 
deprives the convert of his patrimony 
but actually penalizes him. Thi°H 
Medieval State is Chamba where one still 
h_e:3-rn of people bei_ng hauled up for prac
hsmg black magic and punished with 

heavy sentences. One would vainly 
expect Chamba to take a leaf out of the 
book of Mysore, for whereas the latter 
has the fortune of having an enlight 
eucd Diwan like Mirza Sir Mohd. Ismail, 
Chamba is in the grip of its unshakable 
evil spirit.-Mr. Madho Ram. 
Chinese Hall at Shantiniketan 

A Chinese Prnfessor, Tan Yun Shan 
has erected a Chinese Hall at the Visva
bharti, Dr. Tagore's University at 
Sh~,ntiniketan at a cost of Rs. 05,000 
wluch he collected for the pmpose in his 
own country. "With this Hall," he said 
" we open a new page in our cultural 
history. Our aim is to create a new 
culr,ural frienchdiip between India and 
Chi1rn and the Hall will not only be a 
centre for scholars to interchange 
tlwughts, but a concrete link of love 
between the two countries." Pandit 
J awahar Lal was to perform the opening 
ceremony but since he was uetained by 
illness, Dr. Tagore performed the func
tion . In the course of his message, the 
Pandit expressed the hope that the spirit 
of man which the forces of Fascism, 
Imperialism and its allies sought to crush, 
would ultimately triumph. China and 
India which have been sisternationsfrom 
the dawn of history must play a leading 
part in this world drama in which they 
themselves were so deeply involved. A 
message v1as also received from Mahatma 
Gandhi and another from General Chiang
Kai-Shak from Nanking. The Sino
Indian Cultural Association of China has 
promised about, a lac of volumes in 
Chinese for the library which this Hall is 
intended to house. A greater portion of 
this has already arrived. 

Cochin's Orders 
Cochin and Travancore, inspite of 

their geographical proximity, are poles 
aimnder in point of enlightenment and 
advancement. The ruler of Cochin an 
old man of over 70 wedded to orthodoxy 
has issued orders that the temples of 
Travancore which were thrown open to the 
non-caRtc men by the recent Temple 
Entry Proclamation of the ruler of that 
state, had become pollouted and conse
quently any persons who had taken part 
in the conduct of ceremonies in thoRe 
temples became pollouted themRelves 
and loRt thfl right of entering any temple 
of Cochin St,ate. The Maharaja of Tra
vancore has hit back by ordering that 
any priest in Travancore who would not 
publicly dissociate himself from tho above 
orders of Cochin would forfeit his right to 
nny pm;ition in or benefit from Travan
core temples. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ i ~ ~ Gems from the Holy Quran I 
~ ~ I ~ 
~ I 
I Translation . t.f\l~')"'~"~l('~"','i~\\l~ .. I'' ~ 

~~ .,~~~"-7.V- :,~,,) ~ 
~ 

~ And give to the near of .~~Ji'fv,~~., :"''i\,~,IQ\x~~~y.)" I 
~ "" ....... ~<...,,~~ ...,,,,, .. ,, • .., ,,. I 
~1~ .. kin hi1 due and (to) the needy ho··' . or~,-e~- "'1 ~ r'--x,, ~~ ... ~1 i.N Jf and the wayfarer, and do not !.)_,A.)~~ ~ ) ,. • .,.. I 
~ ~ .... , .. .,..,,.,~-: __ ,,.,.,?.,.,,..,. ~~ • .,, I 1

~ d f II The , • ..-~ ~w ~-~"'°.-J w I • ~ squan er waste u y. ~✓v ... * :;)> ,.. \"" u--4- .,,) ~ 

I squanderen are indeed the bre• QI 1' '', < ~ ,~ .,,:, \{"ft;,., '~ I 
~ ✓~)),>'(t-f'<J.IU ~~ ~ 
~ thren of the devils, and the devil Transliteration I 

/

~;:, is ever ungrateful to his Lord. \Va ati zalqurba haqqahu I 
~ · wal miskina wabnissabila wala i/!. 
~ And if thou turn away from tubazzir tabzira.. lnnal mubaz- ~ 
~ zirina kanu ikhwanashshayatini ~ 
'(fJ them to 1eek mercy from thy wa kanashshtaitanu Ii rabbihi 'fr4 
o: kafura. W a imma turizanna ' j Lord which thou hope1t for, speak anhum-ubtigha rahmatin min 
C~ rabbika tarjuha fa qul lahuma 
~ to them a gentle word. qaulan maisura. 

ti 
1--------

~J..: 
!~ 

m h 
E ii 
',~ ti 
~ ; 
d 
t-: ~ 

Translation 

And do not make thy 

~-~ hand to be 1hackled to thy neck 
(" 

~ ' nor 1tretch it forth to the utmost t~ 
~ (limit) of its 1tretching forth, lest 

:i thou 1hould1t (afterwards) sit down 

~ . ~t blamed, ,tripped off. Thy 

J 1: 
(:~ Lord make1 plentiful the mean• 
~>i 
t )~ 
:,~ of 1ubsistence for whom He pleases 
ec;l 
~} and He straitens (them); He is 

t s 

Transliteration 

Wala tajal yadaka maghlu
latan ila unuqika wa la tabsutha 
ku1lal ba~t fataquda maluman 
mahsura. Inna rabbaka yabsu
tur rizqa liman yashao wa 
yaqdir innahukana be ibadihi 
khabiran basira.. ~/ ever Aware eeing His servants. 

I ~-
~;'~~.1r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~JJ~~: 



THE LIGHT APRIL 24, 193.7 

A Trip to Russia 
(BY VICTOR CAZLET.) 

I have no desire to write a political 
article or try to convince or convert any• 
body by the following observations. I 
merely wish to record what I saw, goocl 
and bad. The rea,<ler must be left to 
form his own opinions. ·whatever view 
one takes about the ultimate result of 
the Soviet regim,e, no one can deny that 
a vast experiment, social and economic, is 
going on in Russia to-day. Anyone, 
therefore, who is interested in economics, 
social welfare, or the science of govern
ment must find matters of great interest 
in the results achieved up to the present 
in the territories under Soviet control. 

In so far as it is possible not to be 
biasecl in this matter, I went, I hope, un
prejudiced, determhwd to see for myself 
what I could, and to form my own 
opinions. A good many people said to 
me on my return, 'Were you allowed to 
see anything?' My answer is as follows. 
You can see all there is; you can walk 
about the streets and watch the people 
going about their daily lives; you can see 
housing conditions, factories, shops and 
rest camps; you can see what they have 
to eat; you can talk, as I did, to many 
workers. 

One general statement I must be 
allowed to make-namely, that it is 
extremely difficult to compare Russia 
with any Western country. Russia was, 
and is to-day, a semi-Oriental country. 
The standard of life both in pre-war days 
and now is not comparable with anything 
in England, France or America. 

Then you must picture yourself in a 
country where there is no such thing as 
religion in our sense of the word. You 
rnight just as well talk to a working man 
in England about Confucious or Buddha 
as talk to the ordinary Russian worker 
about God and Christ. God and Christi
anty have been practically eliminated. 

It is perhaps worth mentioning, how
ever, that th"' desire to worship some 
ideal-something higher than oneself or 
~ome more spiritual being-which many 
of us believe is innate in human nature, 
is 1:1lowly making itself felt in Russia to
day. In place of God, Christ, or the 
saints of the old religion Lenin and Stalin 
have been substituted. 

Next you must imagine yourself in a 
land where there is no private property. 
People have the minimum of possessions 
and there is no incentive to acquire any 

more. If you should want to buy any
thing other than the bare necessities
and if there were anything in the shops 
worth buying-there would be no room to 
put it in where you lived, an<l you would 
almost certainly be a subject of suspicion 
among your neighbours. 

There is. of course, no political liberty; 
but l{ussitt is 11ot an exception in that 
respect to-day. Lastly, there is neither 
class, racP-, nor sex distinction. To give 
an illustration of this, I visited a cinema 
in Odessa where I saw a film called The 
Circus, said to be the 'hit' of the year, 
the whole object of which was to show 
that there should be no 'colour' bar. An 
actress has a black baby; all the 
bourgeois people attached to the circus 
disapprove; finally, after various vicissi
tudes, all are won round, and the last 
scene shows everybody in a row and 
kissing the black baby. 

On arrival at the airport in Russia 
every single thing I brought into the 
country was closely and minutely 
examined. Every letter ·was taken out 
and opened'. I was slightly irritated at 
first, until I discovered that the man who 
was looking at my books and letters was 
reading them upside down. This is a 
typical example of the overwhelming 
bureaucracy which prevades the country. 
Every move you make is reported, every 

telephone call taken down, every visitor 
noted. How the information ever gets 
tabulated or used is impossible to imagine. 
Good hotels and living for the foreigner 
are very expensive, but, on the whole, 
the hotels are reasonably comfortable 
and clean. 

Another thing I noticed was the 
absence of motor cars of all kinds. You can 
go down the Nevski Prospect in Lenin
grad-one of the finest and broadest 
streets in the world-at mid-day, and 
your car is probably the only one in the 
street. '!'here are large numbers of 
trams, which seem to be carrying almost 
as many people outside as inside. In 
Leningrad, where there are nearly 
3,000.000 inhabitants, and Moscow, with 
4,000,000 or 5,000,000, you can usually 
count the cars and lorries on your ten 
fingers. In Odessa, which is one of the 
best laid out towns in Europe, I saw only 
five cars in the whole of an evening's 
drive, and not one taxi. 

'l,he railways-and I travelled by ex
press trains everywhere-are slow ; the 
trains jolt along at about 80 to 40 miles 
an hour but so badly la.id are the tracks 
that reading is practically impossible. 
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As regards education, it is quite tl'Ue 
that in some respects the Soviet has done 
a considerable amount. It is said that 
over 80 per cent. of the population can 
read and write. I visited a most, excellent 
new school in Odessa. 

A few words now concerning conditious 
of work. I was told that unemployment 
did not exist; and certainly there were 
110 outward signs of it. All the factories 
appeared to be working full time. '!'here 
a1·e some other good points apart from 
lack of unemployment. Sick pay is at 
the full rate of wages. Practically every
body is given three or four weeks' holiday 
a year on full pay. 'l'here are excellent 
rest camps, plenty of parks of rest 
.and culture, creches, children's playing 
grounds, open-air cinemas and concerts. 
I do not pretend there are sufficient, of 
these for the vast population of Russia, 
but such as I saw struck me as being 
ve1·y well rw1, and very widely attended 
and appreciated by the mass of the 
workers. 

The Russian working week consists of 
five days' work of seven hours each and 
then a day of rest, compared with the 
Western working week, which includes a 
day and a half rest. 

It is difficult to believe that housing 
conditions were ever worse than to-day. 
I saw only Leningrad and Moscow, in 
both of which the population has, it is 
true, enormously increased since the 
Revolution. In these towns it is very 
exceptional for a family to have more 
than one room. 

I have already mentioned that there 
is no sex distinction. This applies 
in domestic life as well as in the 
factories. Women do exactly the same 
work as men in, for example, the steel 
factories, and it is a usual sight to see 
them working on the railway tracks. 
Divorce has become less frequent in the 
last year or two, owing largely to the 
increasing expense involved. The first 
divorce is quite cheap; the second and 
third are economically possible; after that 
only the best-paid worker can afford the 
Government tax. Either husband or 
wife is entitled to take their papers to 
the proper office, and the divorce can be 
had for the asking. In some cases the 
other party may not even know about 
it until he receives official notification. 
The Government and the Communist 
Party are actually discouraging promis
cuity and encouraging family life, with 
all its old characteristics of affection and 
the respect of children for their parents. 

'l'he bm1iness of shopping is a very corn• 
plicated but interesting process. All 
shops am Government shops; the conse
qu:3nce_ is, no one wants to sell you any
thmg. [ went into a toys shop in Moscow; 
everyone was polite but uninterested. 
'l1he actual technique of buying is quite 
a lengthy process. In order to purchase 
anything you have first to select your 
article and find out its price. Then' you 
go to '.1-nother counter and pay your 
money m order to get a receipt. Finally 
yon take your receipt back to the counte'r 
and get your purchase. 

'l'he army and the air force are cert
ainly adequate to blunt the teeth of any 
opponent who might be sufficiently aggre
ssive to attack them. The army, I am 
told on good authority, is efficient, well
fed, and generally well-cared for. But 
curiow,ly enough, in a proletarian coun~ 
try where you would expect the officers 
to come from the ranks, they do uot. 
They are picked pupils from the schools 
who undergo a special training before 
being commissioned as officers. Quite 
recently the Soviet army has reverted to 
the old titles of captain, colonel, general, 
etc. 

I will not go into details about the 
treatment of crime, though the Soviet 
system_ is interesting. In the famous Bol
she:voi reformatory they have 4()00 young 
delmquents. The whole establishment is 
excel~ently run by the right kind of people, 
and m many ways is a model institution. 
Stealing and murder are not looked upon 
as crimes to be ashamed of, but as results 
of a faulty social system or bad upbring
ing. The thing that is terrible is political 
crime, and it is estimated that there are 
2,000,000 to 3,000,000 political prisoners 
in concentration camps. Nearly all the 
big work~ the White Sea Canal, for in
stance-were built with the labour of 
political prisoners. It is the cheapest 
form of labour in the world and the Police 
Department undertake the engineering 
jobs because they supply the labour. hi 
1932 there was an appalling famine, 
when fi,000,000 to 10,000,000 people died 
of starvation. Yet official information 
from the Kremlin said there was no 
famine. I dare say they would also say 
there are no political prisoners; but there 
it is. 

Russia's foreign policy is too large a. 
subject to deal with here. What is quite 
definite is that, at the moment, she does 
not want to attack anyone. 

(Continued on p. JO.) 
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Children's Own Page 

Life-Story of Umar 
ri 11 .:.i.J ~ .,:; ..::..-.Z.) 1..,l!:s,j d 

/J b)li.,:; jl .:j~ &.i )! 

Dear Children,-No nation on the face of the 
earth can boast of a greater or more glorious 
history than the Musalmam,-. And no figure 
in what great and glorious history looks 
more heroic, more grand or more awe
inspi ring than Umar, rightly called Umar the 
Great. For sometime to come, therefore, I pro
pose to tell you the life-story of this greatest 
hero of Islam. As this wonderful life-drama 
unfolds before you, you will realize that Umar 
was in fact the greatest hero of humanity. He 
was greater than Napoleon on the field of 
conquest. As many a~ 28 thousand towns fell 
to the arms of Islam under him. He was greater 
than Hitler or Mussolini or Ataturk as a states
man and a nation-builder, whereas in the rigid 
simplicity of life, he should be a model to 
Mahatma Gandhi himself. His Godliness 
stands out unique, however. The Prophet used 
to say that Satan himself trembled at the sight of 
Umar. The life-drama of such an illustrious son 
of Islam should be treasured in the heart of every 
Musalman, especially of the youth of Islam; for 
it was as a youth of 27 that Umar rallied to the 
standard of Mam and with all his youthful 
energy, sincerity and devotion raised it aloft. 
Once more at the present day, Islam which is 
being pushed to the wall, needs youthful Umars 
to bring her the offering of an exuberant energy 
and a devoted heart. 

If birth counts for anything, Umar had the 
advantage of the noblest of births. In his veins 
flowed the bluest of Arab blood. He was a scion 
of the same aristocratic clan of which the Prophet 
came-viz., the Quraish. His father Khattab was 
a well-known chieftain of his clan. On many a 
field of battle he had displayed the mettle of his 
sword and his name was consequently associated 
with honour throughout the length and breadth 
of Arabia. Umar's mother, Hashma, was made 
of the same heroic clay. A Western writer des
cribes her as a heroine of a bloody battle fought 
at Taif. It was her daring that put fresh heart 
into the retreating warriors of her clan and led 
them to victory. A youth born of such parents 
could not but be a man of dash and daring, of 
honour and character. 

Muslim historians generally do not concern 
themselves with Umar's pre-Islamic life. There 
are however incidents in that period of his life 
which gave at that early age the promise of a 
greater manhood. 

Once a marauding gang of Beduines took away 
some camels belonging to the Quraish. Umar 

was then only a lad of 13, His father Khattab 

ordered him to go out in purmit of the gang 
and wrest the camels from them. With his 
usual exuberance of enthusiasm which was so 
salient a trait of his personality in later years, he 
sprang to his feet, full of joy, saying that he 
would soon be back with the camels. He set out 
nt the head of 300 men. Hit: wrists were yet too 
tender for the heavy sword which his father 
gave him. Nevertheless what was lacking in 
strength was made up by the enthusiasm to win 
honour and advancement on the field of action 
and this m:ide him triumph over the tou~h Bedu
ines at that tender age. This was his first 
military exploit. 

The two traits of whole-hearted devotion 
and sternness of temperament were thus found 
in him at that early age. With thei;e were 
b!.ende:l the virtues of truthfulness and honour. 
From his very boyhood he lost all patience with 
lies and was enraged when he found some one 
break faith. 

Umar was gifted with as sharp a tongue as 
temperament, and an equally sharp wit. His 
chaste language, his clear concise expression 
grew and developed side by side with his daring 
and devotion. His sharp intelligence and quick 
perception won him respect in his clan and most 
of the disputes were referred to him for arbitera
tion. Poetry was a pet pastime with the people 
of Arabia in those times and while yet a young

man, Umar was a full.fledged poet. Here is a 
translation of some of his verses at that age : 

"O Daring ! If the Caeser and the Chosro are 
proud of thee, thou should feel proud of us. 
We are for you something to be proud of. 

"We take care of our honour and nobility as 
a shepherd takes care of his flock. 

''To have one's throat cut at the field of battle 
for the honour of the nation is a trait of 
Quraishite blood. 

"If anyone is in need of a resolute avenger, let 
him look for Umar, for he is the champion 
of the poor. 

"We need neither fort nor ditch. Our 
daring is our fort, our courage our ditch." 

" 0 wild beast of the desert ! Are you proud 
of the fleetness af your camel., and steeds ? 
But you have not seen the quick paces of 
my awe which overtakes the opponent at 
a stride. 

These lines reflect both the down-right sim
plicity and the dauntless courage and bravery 
which were so marked traits in the personality 
or our saintly Hero. From his very early age 
he was gifted with extraordinary ~implicity of 
taste, directness of manner and devotion to the 
canons of valour and honour. 

-Editor. 
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Letters to the Editor 
News Page 

ings and benefits from graves. When a man is 
dead and gone beyond the b:irrier and has entered 
into the state of barzakh, you cannot make him 
hear or call him for help and guidance. To me 
it smacks of fJhfrk. I quote a Quranic verse 

Dear Sir-I am a regular reader and contributor which clearly proves that the dead have no connec
of your popular heavenly journal, and have great tion with thit> world and that they cannot cross 
love, sympathy and admiration for you. You the barrier between them and this world: 
have introduced a new feature in the Light and "Allah takes the soul at the time of their 
have asked for suggestions and improvement. death, and those that die not, during their 

Brother, most of the readers of the Light are sleep; then He withholds those on whom 
highly educated and enlightened persons, and I He has passed the decree of death and 
think, most of them read dailies. We subscribe sends the others back till an appointed time." 
to the Light because it preaches pure, simple and -(XXIX, 42). 
early Isl~m of the day of the Prophet, and it is There is another which is clearer than this:-
free from sectarianism and narrow-mindedness. "Until when death overtakes one of them he says: 
If you devote a page or two for the news of the Send me back my Lord, send me back, haply 
week, there would be very little space for articles J may do good in that which I have left. 
and correspondence. Moreov~r, the weekly news, By no means, it is a mere word that he 
published in the Light when tt comes to us _be- speaks and agaim,t them is a barrier until 
comes too old. Instead of this, if you dev?te tnat . thev are raised." -(XXIII,lO0l. 
space to Islamic History that would _dispel all I l wo~ld like to have your views on the subject 
the gloom from the names of the Muslim mon- and to request vou to correct me where I am 
archs, who have bee~ pai~ted. in the darkeSt wrong. But bef~re replying it would be better 
colours by non-Muslim _historians and would for you to please go through your previous state
give a knowledge of the history of Islam to your ment on the subject published by you in the 
readers. We assure ~ou, that we,. the_ readers ~f "Light" of 16th August 1936 under the heading 
the Light can contn~ute ~omethrng 111 that di- of "Questions and Answers" which runs as 
rection, After all, faght is . 11?t the paper to be follows:--" In certain spiritual states we do some 
read and thrown ~wa~. b~t it is a. pa~er. to be times meet departed souls -even the holy Pro
kept in volumes with rich information _m tt, and phet" etc., etc. 
not with the news of the week, which can be I Rawalpindi- G. H. Malik. 
obtained in any other pape~. What have you to [We entirely agree with what you have said. 
say to this? Shall we watt and see what other I No benefit comes from visiting tombs. Does not 
friends of the Light Circle say? . the Quran dispel such superstitions when it says : 

Pamarru. Sultan Jalalludm. "Man shall have naught but what he strives for?" 
[Thanks for the opinion. Yes, let us h~ar I The dead can neither see nor hear us. What 

what other friends have to say. Don't you thmk we said in our issue of August 16 is a different 
such general news as are selected for our N~ws thing altogether. In a /(a.~hf, as in a dream, it is 
Page will keep the student readers of the Lig/it we that see the dead man. It is an entirely sub-
in touch with the march of times? Edit.] : jective experience confined to ourselves. The 

Grave-Visiting ! dead man we see knows nothing about it. As re-
Dear ~ir-;--Unfortu~at~ly I am residing in such I gards sal':'ation the Qu~an lea~es no. room for 

a locality m Rawalpmdi where people earnestly ! any illusion on the pomt. It 1s the direct result 
and zealously believe _in saints, Pirs, Walis and I of our own deeds. Re~ember what the P~ophet 
their powers of workmg wonderful deeds and told his daughter, Fatima. It would avail her 
of interceding with God for those who prof~ss naught on Judgment Day that she happened to 
to be their :Mu1·ids. They say that it was quite be his daughter, he told her. Her deeds alone 
lawful to erect lofty buildings and monument!> would count. -Edit.] 
over their graves so as to distinguish them from .:.,__;_ ________________ _ 

others to visit such places which they call Zia1'af V • P. P • 'S 
to pay homage and receive blessings. They also Friends who have received 
allege that they were receiving very many I r th . 
spiritual blessings and worldly benifits through expiry intimal on O e1r 
their pirs who intercede for them before God. subscriptions may please 
They even go the length of saying that the will look for the postman w1·th 
of their Pir was the will of God. But I do not 

believe in all these things. There can be no oh- the v. P. P. in the first weeK 
jection in believing that a righteous pir ?r spiri-
tual teacher can elevate his Murids by his atten- of May. 
tion in his life time, hut when dead he is as 
helpless as any body else can be. It is nothing 
but superstition and ignorance to think of bless-

Manager. 
the "Light." 
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Quit Conversions 
among Muslims 
(MR. Humr VERNON Vl'IIITE) 

rn the course of his article "New Missionary 
Din ensions" in the pages of "Christendom" Mr. Hugh 
Ver ion White calls attention to the changed 
conditions in the Orient and expresses the opinion 
that "the whole program of proselyting should be 
radicallv modified or abandoned.'' Commenting 
on mis~ionary 1vork among Muslims the article pro
ceeds as follows : 

A radical departure from proselyting is called 
for in the relations of Christianity with Moslem 
peoples. The most impressive and imposing fact 
that I encountered during a year in the Orient 
is the fact of Islam. Christian efforts to evange
lize the Moslem have met with signal and consis
tent failure. The response to such efforts to-day 
is negligible and there is little likelihood of any 
marked clrnnge in the near future. There are 
many reasons for the solidarity of Islam and its 
resistance to the Christian missionary approach. 
The rise of Islam constituted great reform, 
relhtious, social and moral. It created a whole 
culture and rendered a great service to part of 
the world where decadent pag1nism, Judaism 
and Christianity made the need for reform 
desperate. The modern Mo,;1em knows this and 
takes a just pride in it. Further he is profoundly 
convinced that Islam is a distinctly better religion 
than Christianity, and most of his historic 
contacts with Christianity give considerable 
iustification for this conviction. Those contacts 
have caused. him to look upon Christianity as 
harbarous, idolatrous, polytheistic and morally 
impotent, and Christianity that he has known 
has been all that. Besides, it has usually been 
allied with political powers seeking conquest. 

In the face of this history and the consequent 
attitude of the Moslem the direct attempt to 
make proselytes to any orthodox form of 
Christianity, Greek, Roman, or Protestant, is 
useless and can do positive harm unless it is 
carried on with rare grace, humility and wisdom. 
In matters of ritual and dogma the historic 
church has little that will ever appeal to the 
Moslem world and that little is so bound up 
with the elements that are positively repugnant 
to him that he will never be able to see them 
without bias. 

But fortunately Christianity does not need to 
come to Islam in such guise. The thing in the 
Christian gospel that is vital is none of these 
elements he so abominates. That vital essence 
is the moral content of the gospel and the relation 
between God and man that it teaches. The 
person of Christ and his teachings, and the work 
of men whose lives truly express his way of love 
and service-these constitute not alone the really l 
important thing in Christianity but laso the uni-

versal language of the human spirit. Here is a 
gospel that the Moslem ought to have, and for 
some time to come it will be a distinct gain if he 
can have it apart from all connection with the 
religiot1s beliefs and practices thqt he has always 
abh~rred and apart from any attempt to persuade 
him to renounce Is,am and be baptised into 
some Protestant sect. The Christian church 
on,((ht to quit tryin(( to m1ke proselytes of 
Mohammedans. Jt should bring the best works 
of Christian service to the Moslem world in a 
spirit of ecclesiastical and theological disinterest
edness. As to the m1tter of religious belief there 
is great need for open intercourse without 
prop1gandistic intent between the best interpre
ters of Christian thought and the leaders of Islam. 
The intellectual and social movements of the 
modern world are forcing changes in Islam; it is 
the high responsibility of the Christian church 
to present in the most helpful and adequate 
mqnner the great conceptions and ideals of the 
Christian faith. 

Such a program has its own obstacles and 
difficulties. It goei, the whole way of disintere it
edness in renouncing the intention to create 
some special form of the Christian church within 
Islam. It is an open question whether the church 
or any very considerab1e part of it can maintain 
enthusiasm for such a disinterested mission. But 
there are m-any missionaries now actually 
working in the new spirit, and to growing 
numbers in the churches, the logic and objective 
of such a mission will come as an expression of 
their own desire. This may be the new kind 
of Christian mission which many of us have been 
seeking, the result both of the wisdom born of 
experience and of a bolder apprehension of the 
nature of our Christian responsibility to the 
world. 

(Continued from p. 7.) 

The impresi,ion made on the ordinary 
tourist is of a country which is one vast 
slnm-clrabness, dreariness, sameness, no 
colour, no garden, no flower, no variety, 
no contrast, no luxuries. The three 
weeks I spent in Russia were among ~he 
moEt intm·esting but most depressmg 
weeks of my life. I felt a terrible sense 
of oppressio.n; but I fran½-ly admi_t that 
if there were a secret vote m Russia to
day, 80 to !JO percent., of the p~ople would 
vote for the existing regt1ne-partly 
because they know nothing else, and 
partly because of the efficiency and inte:1-
sity of the propaganda. They are, m 
sense, happy for the same reasons. 

To Have Good Sale 
Advertise in the 

"LIGHT" 
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-----------------------------------------
News of the Week. I 

The Constitutional Position 

In a telegraphic message to The Times of 
London, Mahatma Gandhi says:-

"My advice to the Congress has always been 
that office acceptance would be a fatal blunder 
without a previous understanding regarding the 
safeguards within the Governor's discretion. In the 
teeth of first class legal opinion to the contrary, I 
regard Lord Zetland's interpretation unacceptable. 
The refusal to submit his interpretation to examina
tion by a legal tribunal will raise a strong presump
t.ion that the British Government bas no intention of 
dealing fairly by the majority party whose advanced 
programme they dislike. I prefer an honourable 
deadlock to dishonourable daily scenes between 
Congressmen and the Governors. For in the sense 
that the British Government mean, the working of 
the Act by the Congress seems impossible. It is, 
therefore, for the British Government to show to the 
Congress by every means open within their consti
tution that the Congress cari advance towards its goal 
even by taking office. I wish everyone concerned 
will believe me that w~th me there is no question 
whatsoever of false prestige. lily function is that of 
a mediator between the Congress and the Govern
ment, which, unlike many Congressmen, I believe to 
be capable of being converted under moral pressure 
as it is of being coerced under physical pressure." 

Mr. A. K. Faz1ul Haq will Resign 

A declaration to the effect that if the new 
Bengal M.inistry failed to make primary education 
free and compulsory, it would resign in a body was 
made by the Premier, Mr. Fazlul Haq while replying 
to the welcome address by the All Bengal Muslim 
Students Federation at the Town Hall this afternoon. 
Sir P. C. Roy presided. The ten other Ministers of 
the Cabinet were also present. 

Faqir of lpi 

Enquiries show that the Faqir of !pi is at 
present in his cave, which lies between Khaisora 
and Sha.kto Valleys and which is safe from aerial 
attacks. 

Among his tribe and other illiterate folks he has 
already become a legendary figure and stories of his 
superhuman powers are being spread. 

Afghan Nationality Lawa 
According to the new laws regarding Afghan 

nationality those born of fo1·cign parents who have 
lived in Afghanistan for more than five years, have 
attained puberty and not committed any crime or 
offence oI a serious nature may be recognised as 
Afghan subjects provided they reliquishe<l their 
former nationality. Afghan women marrying 
foreigners lose right to purchase immoveable pro
perty in Afghanistan, whereas foreign women who 
marry AJghan husbands will be regarded as Afghan 
subjects. 

ff necesRary the Afghan Government can pass a 
special order to deprive the following of their 
Afghan rights:-

(a) Those who are serving in a foreign army. 
(b) Those who live in foreign countries and are 

known to have no love for Afghanistan nor good 
relations with Afghan Legations and Embassies in 
t.hose countries. 

(c) 'l'hose who abstain from parl,icipating in 
mieful social and national concerns. 

(d} Those who have been unfaithful to Afghanis
tan and have run away to foreign countriel!. 

(e) Those who are against genera.I or special 
national interef!t..q and indulge in harmful propa
ganda. 

Anti-Asiatic Bills Dropped 
The Anti-Asiatic Bills which forbade the 

employment of white women by Indians in South 
Africa have been dropped on the undertaking given 
by the Indian Congress to secure by voluntary action 
on the part of Indians the cessation of all such 
employment. 

Panipat Firing 
The Punjab Government has instituted an official 

enquiry into the firing, One enquiry held by a 
Muslim Committee with M. Zafar Ali Khan as its 
head has concluded its investigation. The Congress 
Party of the Punjab Assembly has also appointed a 
commit.tee to enquire into the firing. 

Murder to Order 
Th-e love of two men at Warsaw for the same 

girl and their hatred of each other l1as led to the 
arrest of a professional poison gang who murdered 
"to order." The leaders of the gang, whose headqua
rters were at Aleksandrov, in Central Poland, have 
already confessed that during the last few years 
they have murdered eighteen people for from £20 
to £50 each. Twelve of the gang have already been 
rounded np. Members of the gang, the police have 
discovered, were hired out to husbands who wished 
to kill their wives, to wives who wished to get rid of 
their husbands, to business men who wanted to remove 
rivals. The murders were carefully carried out by 
means of poisoning, genera.Hy arsenic or cyanide. 

The Faqir, who is now believed to be 42 years 
old, belonged to the village of lpi, situated at a 
distance of a few miles from Bannu on the }firali
Bannu Road. One repo1·t states that he worked for 
sometime as a mate in the mechanical engineering 
service of the Government but he left the service 
many years ago and assumed the role of a Muslim 
t1aint. Religious-minded, he is held in great esteem 
by his followers. He spends his time mostly in 
meditation in his cave which is guarded by a select 
band of followers whom only he trusts. 

\ Death always appeared to be natural; there were 
, no inquests. 
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