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THE PIGS AGAIN l 
Sm,-Reference: The .Light, Vol. 17, No. 45, 

dated 8th December, 1938, Page 2, Question 2. 
Mr. A. Samad, Mandalay, stated:-· 

" Sometime ago, in one of the issues of the 
Light, you said in reply to a question that it was 
perfectly lawful for a Muslim to use a tooth brush 
made of pig bristles and wear shoes and deal in 
goods made of pig skin , ...... " 

In answer you stated :-
" We do not know when it appeared in the 

Light; and we do not think any self-respecting 
Muslim may really take to buying and selling 
pigs, etc .......... " 

From your above answer one is forced to draw 
a conclusion that you were rather astonished to 
hear such thing appearing in the Light and you 
do not seem to agree with the part of the statement 
contianed in the question of Mr. A. Samad, viz., 
"that it was perfectly lawful for a Muslim " 

I do perfectly remember that such statement 
was really made by your predecessor Maulana 
Yaqub Khan in answer to a question by some one 
in one of the past issues of the Light, though I , 
cannot trace the exact number of the paper at a 1 

spur of moment. I am also of the same opinion 
as was Maulana Yaqub Khan. What is forbidden 
in the Holy Quran is the flesh of the pig and not ! 
the use of its skin or bristles and other goods for I 
boots and tooth brush purposes. ; 

You should have endeavoured to find oct in 
your office the number of issue in which such 
statement was made by your predecessor before 
giving an answer to the question of Mr. A, Samad. 

Now by adopting the attitude you have done, 
you are raging war in your own camp, because 
after all both the answers are given in the Light 
whether edited by your predecessor Maulana 
Yaqub Khan or yourself. The answers should 
not be inconsistent and contradictory, otherwise 
they ridicule the paper and the Editors. 

In further, when any statement or article is 
referred to by some one in your previons issues, 
yon should try to trace them out and should try 
to be consistent and in harmony and should not 
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do anything or state anything which may tend to 
expose your predecessor or yourself to inconsis• 
tency and ridicule and thus to lose faith of the 
subscribers in the veracity or correctness of your 
statements and answers, You should try to 
respect the correctness or genuinene~s of the 
statements made by your predecessor 

Hope to be excused for the impndence in 
making such criticism. Expect a favourable reply 
from you. 
Myitkyina, 
Upper Burma: 

FATEH MUHAMMAD, 
H. G. Pleader. 

f Please see Page 2.-Ed.J, 

WAS MUHAMMAD SENT ONLY TO THE 
ARABS? 

SrR,-Jn TheEpiphanyofCalcutta, dated 24th 
December, 1938, Mr. C. A. Peters of Lahore has 
attempted to show from Ch. 2: Verse 148 (correct 
verse 151) of the Quran that Muhammad was sent 
to the Arabs only. Mr. Peters seems to mean that 
Muhammad wa, not sent to the Jews, Christians 
and people of other faiths. The verse runs thus
" Even as We (God) have sent among you an 
Apostle from among you ....... ". By the word 
:vo11 the Jews, the Christians, the idolators and 
people of other faiths who lived in Arabia have 
been addressed. The verse thus clearly shows 
that Muhammad was the Prophet for the Jews 
and the Christians and others. The Quranic 
verse does not say that Muhammad has been 
sent unto the Jewish Arab., only or the 
Christian Arabs only, as Jesus himself has said to 
a non- J ewi,;h woman, "I have not been sent but 
unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel (i.e., the 
Jews) ", Matt. l 5 24. Being pressed again by 
the woman Jesus only answered saying: "It is 
not meet to take children',; bread and to cast it to 
dogs ". Viele verse 26. H<:re 'dogs ' refers to 
the non-Jews Thus Jesus waq a prophet for the 
Jews only and a national prophet. Muhammad 
~ays in the words of the Quran "0 people 
(V"\,lt l1! l!) surely I am the Apostle of God 
to you all". Ch. 7: verse 1!:,8. Mark the word 
all ('•1••) in the verse. The invidious distinc• 
tion of chifd,-en and doRS is not known to the 
religion of J0 lam and Muhammad is the world
prophet for all peoples. 
Cuttack: SHAIKH GHULAM GHAWS. 
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FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 

Elsewhere is published a letterfrom Mr. Fnteh 
Muhammad. We arr, thankful toour Higher Grade 
Pleader friund o[ Burma for the piece of advice. But 
we are at a loss to understand how n learned man 
like our esteemed friend may be satisfied in this 
age of enlightenment with the narrow-minded 
decision of the Mullah thnt our power of free 
j11dgmcnt is sealed once for all whenever a great 
man is pleased to utter something on any point. 
No, the door of independent judgment is not closed 
in Islam. Whenever ·you meet with a problem on 
which the Holy Quran and the reliable Hadith are 
not definite, you have every right to solve it in 
accordance with vnur own free judgment. The 
only care you sho1;ld take is that you mu,t n::,t go 
against the Holy \\lord of God and the Sunnat 
of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of Allah be upon him). When they arc silent, 
never care for what this Maulnvi or that :'llnula.na 
may have said; for, he is after all a man like you, 
and it is just possible that he may have been 
wrong and you may be right. A precedent in 
such cases may be ccnsulted, but must not be 
followed blindly. We must learn to bring a 
wholesale change.upon this ~lave-mentality which 
was the cause of tl'ie decline and fall of the latter• 

its readers, we are afraid it has hopelessly failed in 
achieving its object. But we refuse to believe 
that a spint of free and indep.,ndent 1hinking, 
1do11g with a sense of pride in blam nnd a spirit 
of loyalty to lslam, has not been instilled even into 
those ol i•s readers \\ ho have been in touch with 
it for a considerable len(.lt h of time. Nothing 
would be more painful tu Maulana Yagub Khan, 
we think, than to bm, that any reader of the 
Liul1t became narrow-minded and stifled his free 
judgment after going through his articles. 

Our e~teemcd correspondent has failed to refer 
to the exact n11111ber of the /,i;;ht in \\ hich the 
statement in question appeared. \Ve, however, 
take it for granted. But we art: ;;nre, if the 
Mau!ana evc,r said it, he never meant to crush 
your thinking faculty; hut, on the contrary, 
encouraged free thinking within the pre:<cribed 
bound;;. He said, we pre,ume, that if the Holy 
B<Jok is ~ilcnt on the point, you are at perfect 
libertv to make \·mtr own choice. Hence from 
his very statement .it would follow that the present 
editor is wholly free to giv," expression to his own 
independent opinion on the matter. And when 
he does so, our learned corre~pondent should not 
be afraid that any scmible person would think of 
" ridicule" or " war in your own camp " 

Before finishing this note, we would like to 
give here lhe complete ansv,,.er partly quoted by our 
esteemed friend : 

day Muslims. The slave-mentality discourages \:Ve do not know wli<m it appeared in the 
you to think freely on any matter a nd never Light, and we do not think any self-re;:pecting 
allows you to take any independent step. If the . 

Muslim may really take to buymg and selling pigs 
Muslims of the early days would be nothing more etc. It may not be definitely forbidden in the 
than mere imitators in every affair of their imme-

Holy Quran, but a Muslim is expected to keep as 
diate predecessors, if they did noth ing more than far away from unclean and prohibited things as 
blindly follow their predecessors and worship 

1 possible He should always discourage the use 
every word they had uttered, the glorious days of of forbidden things not only to himself and other 
the science, civilization and culture of Islam would : Muslims but also to the world at large. Because 
never have been what they were. And now again ' the things prohibited by Islam are harmful to 
the sooner we can shake off th,s servile mentality Muslims and non-Muslims alike. Medical science 
of slavish imitation, the better for us and our does not support you when you say that flesh of 
noble and progressive Faith, Islam, which is the swine "does not injure the health of the consu
most rational of all religions and allows the freest mers as is the case with alcohol". 
thinking possible. 

Maulana Yaqub Khan is a great scholar and 
wields a wonderfully mighty pen. As editor of 
the Light, he has brou,:ht about a revolution, as it 
were, in the thoughts of the young Muslims of 
India. No doubt, he is no more responsible for 
editing this paper; but he has not ceased to 
contribute his masterly articles to it, and is still 
-and, God willing, will always be- at the helm 
of all its affairs. We have every regard for the 
learned Maulana and his invaluable services to 
Islam. But we would be surprised if our rPade~s 
should loose sight of the fact that the present 
editor is not a slave of his respectable predecessor. 
He is not bound simply to quote from the old 
files of the paper what his learned predecessor in 
the office may have written on any particular 
subject. Whenever the Holy Quran and the 
Sunnat of the Holy Prophet pnmit freedom, he 
is absolutely free to give expression to his own 
views. If the Li![ht, which stands for rational, 
liberal and progressive thoughts in Islam, has not 
yet been able to arouse this independent spirit in 

We may further note in this connection that 
the freedom we have in the pre;;ent case is relating 
only to bristle and skin of the pig and not its 
flesh which is clearly forbidden by the Holy 
Quran. And because the flesh is forbidden, you 
cannot rear pigs for selling them to non-Muslims 
who may be willing to buy them for using the 
flesh. For, buying and selling of prohibited 
things is also prohibited. So our advice to our 
Muslim friends now as before is: Please try to keep 
as far away from this filthy animal as ymJ can, 
There are hundreds of other lawful articles of 
traffic. Why should you be so much attracted 
by the unclean swine? 

* * * * 
HOLY QURAN 

Messrs. S. M. Sayed Husain and Bros., Book
sellers, Bhatkal, Kanara, (India) have published a 
pocket edition of the Holy Quran (Arabic). It is 
nicely printed on fine India paper and handimmely 
bound in leather. Pages 608. Price 1-4-0 per copy. 
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Sund11y, January 8, 1939 

The First Scientist 

JUST now Lahore is full of what we may 
call the scientific atmosphere, being the 
venue of the annual session of the Science 
Congress to which men who are somebodies 
in any branch of science have flocked in 
full force from all parts of India. 'vVh ile 
placed in an atmosphere like this and en
joying the rich intellectual food catered in 
the various addresses, our mind turned back 
to the epoch when a plain unlettered son of 
the desert had breathed exactly the same 
spirit at a time when the entire globe was 
enveloped in one thick pall of darkness and 
anything like the scientific spark had not 
yet ignited the heart of man. 

Our German brother, Dr. Hamid Marcus 
once described the Prophet, in one of his 
brilliant articles in this paper as the First 
Cavalier Prophet, the First Knight Prophet 
reminding Europe that the virtue of chivalry 
which was so much admired there, especially 
in the Middle Ages, was first discovered and 
practised in Arabia by the Prophet of Islam. 
May we take this opportunity of reminding 
the galaxy of distinguished scientists as
sembled in Lahore that the scientific out
look and scientific spirit which they have 
been emphasizing and extolling first came 
to the world through the same source. The 
Prophet of Islam was the First Scientist. 
It was he who inaugurated what may justly 
be termed the Scientific Era in the onward 
march of human thought. 

selves. They conceive him in all sorts of 
colours··-as a miracle-worker, as a beauti
ful one to be loved, as a great warrior. But 
if one aspect of him has been clean missed 
hy the111-a11d it is a basic aspect-·-it is the 
scientific outlook with which his great 
message, the Quran is permeated. The 
scientific spirit may, in fact, be called the 
burden of his message. 

In his inaugural address at the Science 
Congress, H. E. the Governor emphasized 
two things as the very essentials of the 
scientific spirit-- revolt against dogma and 
fearless quest of truth. And a man who 
runs may sec how the1:,e two are the very 
key-notes of the Prophet's message. It laid 
the axe at the root of all dogma on the one 
hand and made a forceful plea for cultivat
ing a scruitinizing rationalistic mental atti
tude towards the riddle of the universe. All 
the false deities whether carved out of stone 
or superstition were pulled down and man's 
mind emancipated from this bondage. The 
very formula of faith, "no deity worthy of 
adoration but one Supreme God", sounds 
a revolt against all dogmatic belief the 
corner-stone of science. Those given to 
blindly following tr.1ditional standards were 
likened to dumb driven cattle. And the 
entire message of the Quran is an amplifi
cation of this bringing man more and more 
face to face with the realities of life and the 
universe. 

A newspaper article is no place even to 
touch upon the various notes struck by the 
Quran which also form the key-notes of 
science. Nature which for ages formed an 
object of awe and adoration was at one 
stroke declared to be subserviant to man. 
"We have subjugated to you whatever is 
in the heaven and the earth "-proclaimed 
the Quran. Man was declared to be the 
lord of creation, the vicegerent of God 
Himself on earth. The phenomena of 
nature, the alternation of day and night, 
change of seasons, the heavenly bodies and 
their movements, formation of clouds, rain
fall, the seas, waves and winds were re-

It may sound rather odd to the ear of f 
a Musalman to call the Prophet a scientist. peatedly urged on the attention o man and 

he was exhorted to ponder over them. " My 
Those affiicted with piety may even curse Lord!••, he was made to exclaim in amaze
us for uttering a blasphemy. But the fact 

1

. ment at this wonderful drama of the 
remains that no man has done so much for , universe, " Thou hast not created this in 
giving an impetus to the scientific spirit and vain,,. This revolution in the attitude of 
releasing the forces of scientific quest as m,1n towards the universe marked the beginn
the Prophet of Islam. He was not only . ing of the Era of Science that soon after 
the First Scientist. We should go further ushered in. The Hood-gates of scientific 
and say he was the Father of Science, being knowledge were thrown open, illumining the 
the harbinger of the Age of Science. East as well as the West. In the West, 

No people have misunderstood the I this light ~f knowledge _released by Islam 
Prophet more than the Musalmans them- 1 blossomed mto the Renaissance. 
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To extend the boundaries of human 
knowledge was 1h1: watch-word of the 
Prophet. "Seek knowledge'', he would 
say, "even if it is to be had in far-off 
China". His thirst for knowledge was 
insatiable and with all his keen scientific 
insight into things he would have constantly 
on hii; lipi; the prayer-" Lord! Increase 
for me my knowledge. " His wel!·known 
saying "The ink of a scholar is holier 
than the blood of a martyr" should be 
inscribed in letters of gold on the portals of 
every academy of science. Only a man 
with a truly scientific urge within him could 
ntter the memorable words-" Truth is the 
lost property of a Muslim." 

One cannot but hang his head in shame 
that in the footsteps of a man who was the 
Father of the Aim of Science should have 
stepped a progeny of block-he;ids and 
dunces who made Islam narrow, hide
bound, dogmatic, rigid, inelastic, shunning 
the light of reason. Till very recently 
these custodians-rather usurpers·- of the 
seat of the Prophet actually condemned the 
man who dared open the Quran to study 
it for himself. With them taqlid, blind
following constituted the highest merit and 
ghair-muqallid was but another name for a 
Katir. Scanning the heavenly bodies, their 
orbits and their movements, delving into 
the mysteries of nature in order _to harness 
them to the service of man-characteristics 
of early Islam-now gave place to scanning 
the length of the pyjamas, beards and bead. 
strings. While a student in the local lslamia 
College, the present writer still remembers 
with a feeling of revulsion the questions in 
theology paper-" How many buckets of 
water must be drawn to purify a well where
in a dead dog has been discovered'' or "Is 
the meat of the frog and the crow halal 
or liara111 ? " Poor old Sir Sved Ahmad ! 
He was mercilessly hounded with a heresy 
hunt by those mad creatures for daring to 
start a school and impart Western scientific 
education to the sons of Islam! 

i science which their forefathers once did. 
F,iiling this, let !hum take it from us no 
God can save them from decay and 
extinctio11, 

This, however, is a digression. What we 
want just now to emphasize is that the 
Prophet of Islam was the First Scientist and 
let every youth of Islam take that to heart. 
He has been depicted in the various roles 
he played in the shapi11g of human history 
·-·as a Teacher, as a General, as a Law
Giver and so forth. The brightest gem in 
his .personality, however. still awaits the 
pen of an artiFt, for above all else, he 
was a scientist of scientists. Would that 
somebody depicted the Prophet as a 
Scientist. 

M. Y. K. 

Reviews 
THE YOUNG MUSLIM 

It is a Weekly Or11an of the Young Muslim 
As~ociation of Delhi. We have received 17 copies 
up till now. Publication is regular. Paper and 
pritnting excellent. A strong supporter of the 
Muslim cause. The editor, Mr. S. G. H. Jeoffri, 
deserves every encouragement. \Ve wish our con
temporary a long and useful life. Annual Subs
cription Rs. 3. 

DICTIONARIES 

J\lessr$. S. 1\1. Sayed Husain & Bros., 
Booksellers, Bhatkal, Ka;ara (India), have sent 
us for review two Dictionaries. The Students 
Desk Dictio11arv Pochet Edition and the Persian 

! Gem Dicfioiw;y. The first contains English 
words with Engli,h and Hindustani meanings in 
the Roman ,cript. Pages 608. Cloth bound. 
Price 13 As. 

The ,econd Dictionary contains 507 pages. 
Bound in Ent:lish doth, It gives the meanings 
of Persian words in Urdu. Price 14 As. 

Both these Dictionaries will, we hope, be very 
useful for our students. 

And people wonder why Islam has fallen 
on evil days ! Any people who shut out 
the light of reason and knowledge are WA L L CA LEN D A R 
bound to decay. The Mus~lmans, so long 1-------
as they were true to the pristine scientific 
urge of Islam, and held aloft the torch of 
learning, led the van of civilization, If they 
ever really aspire to win again a place in 
the sun they must throw their Mullahs and 
Pirs who are keeping them blind-folded 
overboard, take the Quran in their own 
hands, study it for themselves, catch hold 
of its keen scientific urge for knowledge 
and advancement and re-kindle the torch of 

FOR 
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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND ISLAM 
STRATEGY: OLD AND NEW 

[BY Mn. S, M. Foss1L] 

The Christian Church since the advent of 
Islam has been ceaselessly endeavouring to crush 
it but without any success. The methods and the 
weapons which the Church has been employing 
have been changing from time to time ; and in 
order to understand the new strategy of the 
Church, it is necessary to have an idea of the old. 

The expansion of Christianity, as is well-known 
to every student of ecclesiastical history, has heen 
due not to the rationality of its teachings but to the 
support of the State which it was able to enlist since 
the days of Com,tantine. Aq Maulana :vluhammad Ali 
Saheb of Lahore has pointed out in his interesting 
book Sword as wielded by Christianity ,rnd Islam, 
if at all there is any religion which has been propa
gated with the help of the sword, it is Christianity. 
When Christianity established its hold on the 
State, it roused the fanaticism of the monarch, 
and the masses and prevailed on them to wage 
wars against Islam. These wars are known in 
history as the Crusades. But this strategy failed, 
for the Christian Church could not crush Islam 
by force of arms. 

The Crusaders who went to the Muslim East 
were able to have a glimpse of Islam and were 
profoundly impressed with the sublimity of its 
teachings and the simplicity and purity of Muslim 
life. They were naturally dissatisfied with Chris
tianity. The Christian Church invented a number 
of things to blacken Islam. It said that Musal• 
mans did not worship idols because they believed 
that Muhammad's coffin was hanging in the air 
and as air was to be found everywhere, whenever 
Musalmans prayed they imagined that they were 
worshipping before the coffin of Muhammad. 
Hence the phrase " hanging in the air like 
Muhammad's coffin". They also repre~ented the 
Prophet as anti-Christ and "Mahaut ", a kind 
of demon or deviL The Christian Church 
became a '' mint of mendacity " and began to 
fabricate all sorts of things against Islam. 
The result of this mischievous and mendacious 
propaganda was that the people of the West were 
prejudiced against Islam. They have not yet 
completely recovered ; for even to this day a Muslim 
writer or preacher before explaining the beautie5 
and verieties of Islam, has first to disabuse the 
minds of the westerners of the silly notions they 
harbour about Islam. 

It is a matter of common knowledge to every 
student of Christianity that it was Islam that 
illuminated the gloom which prevailed in Europe 
when Chrii;tianity was but the Queen of darkness. 
But for Islam there would have been no Renais• 
sance and no Reformation in Europe. Bacon and 
Pope Sylvester the Second, to mention only two 
names, studied in Mu;:lim Universities, Luther 
was to a great extent influenced by Islam. But 
this great leader who wanted to reform Christianity 
and who, there is no doubt, got his inspiration 

from Islam, in his " Table Talk " makes very 
cfaparaging references to Islam. Such a thing 
very often happens, for even in our own country 
Sikhism and Arya Samajism which have been 
produced as a result of Hinduism's impact with 
I~lam are now the deadliest enemies of Islam. 
Protestant Christianity therefore, though it owes 
much to bl"m, began to direct its attackA against 
Islam. But its methods were somewhat different. 

Protestant missionaries found, after a study of 
l;;lam, that its principles were so rational that they 
could not assail them. In Islam there is no 
trinity, vicariou;; atonement, priesthood, etc. 
Therefore they left the teachings of Islam severely 
alone. Thev concentrated their attention on the 
Prophet wh,;m they painted in the darke,t colours 
conceivable. I have had opportunitie" o! talking 
with Europeans about Islam. They \\Ollld say 
that they very much appreciated the teachings of 
Islam ; "but what about Muhammad," they would 
ask, "was he not a sensualist and a fanatice "? I 
would tell them that it was wrong and that the 
Prophet in every respect was the most perfect man 
and was immaculately pure in char,acter. So much 
are their minds saturated with. 1he anti-Prophet 
stuff that they would not believe me. I once gave 
an English friend of mine a copy of Khwaja 
Kamal-ud-Din's monumental work The Ideal 
Prophet. After reading it he remarked " Surely 
it is not the same Muhammad whom Muhamadans 
worship", Such is the prejudice which exists in 
the minds of Europeans and for the inculcation of 
which the Christian Church is wholly responsible. 

When Europe began to progress and prosper, 
Muslim countries began to decline. Musalmans 
as a whole lost sight of the substance of Islam. 
They began to cling only to the shadow. The 
result was all sorts of practices and customg, so 
repugnant to the ;;pirit of lRlam, entered Muslim 
Society. Pir-worship, tomb-worship, Dervishes, 
amulets, and a ho5t of other things which have 
absolutely nothing to do with Islam, in fact 
which are the very antithesis of Islam, passed 
off for l5lam, It was about these things 
that European m1ss10naries began to write. 
The western masses when they read such stuff 
thought that Islam was a bundle of effete 
superstitions and that it was also a sensual 
religion; for it meant plurality of wives, concubi
nage, etc., Christian missionaries deliberately mis
represented Islam and appealed for funds to convert 
" these heathens and pagans " to Christianity. 
Money began to pour in from credulo115 people as 
well as from capitalists; for the role of Missionaries 
now was not only to win over souls but also to 
pave the way for western Imperialism. The 
famous Dr. Livingstone once delivered a lecture 
the title of which is quite significant : " Commerce 
and Chri;;tianity ". He said he wanted to open 
up Africa for "commerce and Christianity." This 
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is what the Christian missionary has been doing I 
for the last three centuries, and this new str _,tcgy 
has succeeded to ,;ome extent. Thrn;e who want 
to know more ,,bout this aspect of the strategy of 

1

, 
the Christian Chttrclt can profitably re for to Basu 's 
Rise of CltriHtiatt /-Jower itt India. / 

The colonial 1ixpansiutt of the Imperialistic 
countries uf the West awakened in their people an 
interest in the East. ,\ 1-:reat de111and for books 
dealing with the East arose. Apart from the 
books written by Chri~tian mi;sionarics and 
European travr:llers liturary men who had never 
visitetl the Muslim East abo began to write about 
it to cater to the growi11g interest of the public in 
things oriental. Marlow wrote his famous drama, 
"Tamerlane" and Dryden, " Aurengzebe ". Those 
two works reveal the ignorance and the deep-rooted 
prejudices of their author,. Then came Addison's 
Vision of Mirza. Other literary men such as 
Scott, Thackery, Coleridge, etc., followed suit. In 
their works there was just a grain of fact in a 
bushel of fiction. 

With the opening of the nineteenth century, 
the era of science began. People were imbued 
with the spirit of enquiry. They wanted to know 
the truth about things. The hold of the Christian 
Church was loosened. Men like Caride who 
rejected the Christian dogma began to s;arch for 
religious truth. Carlyle in his Hero as the 
Prophet has attempted an impartial evaluation 
of the teachings of Muhammad {may peace be 
on him) and has refuted many of the calumnies 
levelled against Islam and its founder. Geothe 
after reading the Quran said " If this is l;:lam, 
then are we not all in Islam "? Many western 
scholars and savants were attracted to the beauties 

There is another aspect of this new strategy 
which should be mentionud. Those who are in 
touch with modern Chri,t ian literature would 
have noticed that ,·mphasi,; is not laid now so 
much on Christian dPgmas and doctrines as on 
Christian experiencu. Thi,; Chri,tinn experience 
is a very fantastic and an incredible thing. The 
writings of Sadhu Sunder Singh read like the 
travels of Morco l'olo. He tell 11, that he was 
sinner and Christ Sftved hirn, The same thing is 
put into the mc,uths of scv<,ral people in Dr. Stanley 
Jone,;' books "Christ at the Ronnd Table" and 
·• Christ of the Indian Road''. But experience i~ 
no argument. It is peculiar to him whom it 
befell. One aspect of this new ;.trategy is that 
Christian converts a1e made to write about their 
religious experience~ and how Chri;;t ,aved them. 
The other aspect is that instead of the writer 
attacking Islam, he attributes to ~lu,lim leaders 
themselves statements derogatorv to Islam. 
Arm:atrong ascribes to Kemal At.taturk certain 
statements which he never made, In the Moslem 
World, a journal edited by that arch-enemy of 
Islam Dr. Zewemer, articles are published a per
usal of which shows that 011 their own admi;;sion, 
Mmalmans are completely dissatisfied with Islam 
and are convinced of the decided superiority of 
Christianity. Yet they would not become Chri
stians ! 

Though this new strategy of the Christian 
Church i, not going to succeed, yet I have written 
this article to apprise the :\fuslim public of it, so 
that when they are fore-"arned, they may be fore
armed. The only effective way of countering 
this new strategy is to undertake in all seriousness 
and earnestness the propagation of Islam which 
alone will sa\·e the world. of Islam. The Cbnrch could no longer delude 

the western public by the old methods of misrepre
sentation. There was a we;:tern awakening to 
Islam. The endeavours of Khwaja Kamaluddin 
were in no small degree re,;ponsible for bringing 
about tliis awakening. The Church bad naturally 
to change its strategy. It no longer characterised 
Prophet Muhammad as Anti-Christ, impm<t<er and 
sensualist ; for nobody would swallow ,;uch stuff. 
It said that Islam was intended for races in a 
lower stage of evolution and that Christianity was 
the crown of all religions. 

1THE 
i 

MAN WHO MADE 
THE PEACE 

The Christian Church again changed its 
strategy. Christian missionaries did not now 
indulge in vituperation and abuse against Islam as 
they did before. Nor did they preach Christianity 
as sncb but they only wanted to bring non-Chris
tians under what they called "Christiau influence." 
This they did by opening schools, starting hospitals 
and undertaking what is called social or humani
tarian work. In this way they established contact 
with non-Christians, captured their imagination 
and influenced them. They tried to impress non
Christians with the notion that the ideal of 
Christianity was service of humanity and only 
those who accepted Christ would be inspired to 
serve mankind. The Lindsay Report lays em• 
phasis on this fact. This Report which is an 
interesting document wants the Protestant Churches 
to adopt a new strategy. It is too early to say to 
what extent this new strategy would succeed, for 
the people of the East are wide awake. 

I 
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OUR RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
IBY MB. MUHAMMAD BAQIH M11Lrn, Lu;s;l)ON] 

(Continued from our last issue) 

Saints or the most popular class of religious 
gods, who are more comrnonly known as valis 
.and sai11s, are absolutely harmle,s by themselves. 
As n matter of fact they am not capable of doing 
any harm to anybody by not hring in their senses. 
Most of them are passive lunatics and are dis
posed to leading a scclud,·d life. The question 
arises how it is that these madmen are respected 
by millions of people who are apparently very 
sane, The answer is not very surprising for those 
who have given some thought to this institution 
of sainthood in India, but it might be amusing 
for those who have never cared to think about it. 
Islam from its early establishment has believed in 
and preached the active u~e of all human 
en?rgy which is a gift of God to every human 
being. Lethargy, unreasonable pacilhm, and 
fondness for the apathetic state of body or mind 
were not advocated by the Holy Prophet. So 
much so that for self-preservation and for safe
guarding the liberty and freedom of conscience 
active aggressiveness or I Joly War was made 
incumbent on every Musli,n. Natmally enough 
the path of Islam was not bestrewed with flowers 
in the early days of its presentation to the world. 
The faithful believers were subjected to all sorts 
of persecution and misery for preaching a faith, 
which was not very palatable to the self-seekers. 
But inspite of suffering hardships aud privations 
the loyal believers clung to the words of God and 
message of the Holy Prophet and did not 
shirk their responsibility to which they were 
wedded by proclaiming themselves to be Muslims. 
They contributed to the ca11~c of Islam with their 
live;:, money and energy. During the lifetime of 
the Holy Prophet and the times of the fom 
Kha;ifas the faithful believers continued to be as 
acthc members of the faith as the Holy Prophet 
had desired them to be. But later on a pacific 
cult of sufistn was preached by some of those 
ea~e-.lovi~g Muslims who, although they were very 
rehg1ous m other ways, yet did not want to lead 
an active life. These sufis and darveshes, gener
ally known as mystics in the West, led a very 
secluded life very similar to the monks in the 
monasteries, and contrary to the teachings of 
Islam. They lived under vow of poverty, 
chastity and obedience, and tried to annihilate 
their self by constant meditation The basii: idea 
for promoting this tendency was a recoil from the 
active life and by immersing themselves in reli
gious meditations they justified their escape from 
all worldly duties which arc obligatory for every 
Muslim. Some of them even went too far in 
their attempt to mortify their flesh and fasted al I 
round the year. Sometimes they did not speak 
with or see anybody for many days. The 
extreme group ot these recluses came to be known 
as majzttbs (absorbed in God). Their unusual 
practices in the name of religion inspired other 
people with awe and reverence for them and 
gradually their cult spread all over the Muslim 

wodd. Everywhere \luslims began respecting 
su/1s and ma;zubs anrl lost ,ight of the fact that 
inspite of lea<lin;: abstemious life these ascetics 
were really cowards who had turned their hacks 
on the active social an<l cultural sphere of life 
where their services as Muslims were. needed. 
This is how the vic(, of lh<!se idlers of the Muslim 
society started, but the things took even a worse 
shape as the time marched on. The real sttjis 
and majzubs gradually <lied their natural death 
and their cult was buried with them. But the 
belief and believers in this .'lort of asceticism sur 
vived long after the extinction of the originators 
of this vice. In the absence of real s11/is the 
foolish believers found their substitute in m~dmen 
and lunatics who apparently looked very much 
like the majzubs who existed some centuries 
before. 

It is a common sight in India to see a mad
man running almost naked in streets one day and 
the next day he is seen seated amongst some of 
the Muslims who would be feeding him with all 
the .available delicacies and requesting him to 
pray to God for them. The lucky madman 
would be either quiet in response to these entreat
ies or would shout and mumble some inexplicable 
non,ense which would be interpreted by the 
cager listeners according to their individual inter
est. The crowd of visitors round this ascetic 
would increase everyday. He would be given 
some funny name to attract attention such as 
cliup shah (silent master) or sabir shah (patient 
master). After some <lays some good-for-nothing 

' street hoy would take charge of him and for 
looking after him would pocket all the gifts 
presentej to the eccentric man. Gradually the 
reputation of the miracles, which were never 
performed by the ascetic, would reach far and 
wide to the corners of the country and you would 
see people coming from hundreds of miles to get 
~ cur~ from the madman for their physical, 
tmanc1al and other troubles. This would establish 
the sainthood of the lunatic who some months 
back was seen running naked in the streets. 

After having lived for some time in the streets 
the ascetic dies, but this does not bring the drama 
to an end, in which for some years he happens 
to play the role of the chief character. His dis
ciples and other persons who had been amassing 
the wealth laid at his feet by the over-credulous 
believers, bury him in a prominent place and make 
his <lead-body .a paying concern. This is how it 
is done. Having interred his body in grave they 
erect a huge mau;oleum on this grave in honour 
of the madman. The <li,ciples, new and old, 
come from all parts of the country to worship the 
grave of the dead master and present their offer
mgs in cash and kind. The death anniversary 
of the dead saint is a very important occasion. It 
is celebrated with great pomp and show. A big 

(See (!age 8) 
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Questions and Answers 
Syed M uh am mad, Patna 

1. Why do you not give the dates of hlamic 
Calendar along with the European Calendar in the 
L.i~/r.t? 

A. w .. shall try to make space for them when 

So the distinction between the Lahore and Qadfan 
Sections is obvious. 

7. Are yon aware that in it, recent issues the 
U}!hl has become loo sectarian and self-centred? 
!Jo you not think thRt thi, tendency jg against the 
solidarity of Islam "hich you preach day in and 

preparing the next block. . .. 
2. Why do you ker:p mum over the ar.tiv1t1c~ 

of the Woking Mis,ion? Are the relations 
between your Anj11man and the Mission antal-(O· 
nistic ? Cordial ? 

1 day nut ? 

A. We do not know of any antagonism; for, 
all Muslim~ are brothers. Moreover most of the · 
members of the Mission, including its Imam, I 
Assistant Imam, President and Secretary, are ! 
Ahmadis. If we do not always write on its 
activities, it i;; because the Mission has it;: own 
papers attd it is not necessary for u~ to ?~ it. . 

3. \Viii you please express your oprnton about 
the activities of the Seerat Committee, Patti, 
Lahore? 

A. We highly appreciate their valuable 
services rendered to the cause of Islam. 

A. \Ve never think that the U}!lrt ever 
preaches sectarianism. Nay, it is the most deadly 
enemy of the sectari,tn spirit: for, it is the Organ of 
a Mo\'ement which re1;ards e\'ery one who recites 
the J(alima La ilaha ilfollahu M11/za111mad11r 
Ras11lullah-as a M u,li m, and helieves that there 
is no sect in blam, the so-called "sects" being 
but so many schools of thought with only a few 
minor difference~. But we do not understand 
what you mean by becoming '• self-centred ". 
"A C nited Islam " is the first thing for which 
this paper stands. If there is any straying away 
from this path at any moment, we shall be 
thankful tc our readers when they point it out 
definitely, 

4. Bakar wants to become a life-member of (Co11ti1111ed from page 7) 
your Anjum11n. What should he do to be enrolled I feast is held for which annual cotributions are 
11s such ? 1 made by the disciples and others. . At some of 

A. He will have to undergo sacrifices for · these feasts besides other foolish practices, bhang 
helping its cause of propagating Islam, For details, · {beverage made from hemp leaves) and charas (an 
please write to the Joint Secretary, Ahmadiyya , intoxicating drug) are distributed in a large scale 
Anjum11n Ish11'at Islam, Ahmadiyya Buildings, amongst the visitors, and though many of them 
Lahore. 1 are not addicted to these dt ugs they do not refuse 

5. What will you have him do, if he becomes , the offer for fear of being ostracized by the staunch 
11 life-member of your Anjuman ? I believers. 

A. He will have to continue in the above• ! This is in short the history of the institution 
mentioned sacrifices. · of the mad saints who along with other classes of 

6. Vl7hat is the difference between "belonging religious leader;; ha\'e hitherto led the community 
to the Qadian Section" and "being a life-member astray and ha\·e been a c~use of .t~e declin~ of 
of the Lahore Anjuman"? Please be lucid in l\luslims in India. No social or political org11nis11-
your answer. I tion has attempted to uproot this vice from 

A. The members of the Qadian Section of I amongst the community and to dethrone the gods 
the Ahmadis believe that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of clay who have done nothing but harm to their 
Sahib was a prophet; while the members of the followers. But it is time when the community 
Lahore Anjuman believe that he was not a prophet should gh·e some serious thought to the growing 
and that he never claimed proohethood in the vice which is a menace to every healthy aspect of 
technical sense of the word. He is believed by the fife of co1nmunity. 
this Anjuman to be the Masih, whose coming in 1---------------------
the latter days was promised by the Holy Prophet KAMAL 
of Islam (may peace and the blessings of Allah be 
upon him). He is also believed to be the Mahdi, MAKER OF MODERN TURKEY 
whose advrnt was being expected by the Muslims 
11II over the world. And lastly, he was the 
Mujaddid for the present. century of Islam an_d 
came, in this respect as tn the other two, tn 
fnlfilment of a prophecy of the Holy Prophet to 
the effect that 11t the head of every century there 
will be a Mujaddid in the Muslim Community. 
In a word, Mirza Sahib is believed by the Lahore 
Anjum11n• to be Mttjaddid, 11'1ahdi and Masih 
Ma'11d-to be II holy man raised by God for 
reforming the Mnslim Community and raising it to 
the standard of early Islam, the Islam of the days 
of the Holy Prophet and his saintly Companions. 
He is regarded as II servant of the Holy Prophet 
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