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AN EASY SOLUTION OF THE KNOTTY PROBLEM 

A MAN OF GOD ON COMMUNAL AMITY 

Moonje, Savarkar and Co., are dreaming 
at this moment of turning Hindustan literally into a 
Hintlu-sthati; Mahatmas and Pandits are in league 
with some Maulanas for converting the Muslims 
into slaves in India by imperceptible means; and 
the Muslim Leaguers are opposing tooth and 
nail the tactics of the Mahasahbites and 
Congressites and attempting for a free Islam in a 
free India. lt will not be out of time, therefore, 
if we publish this week an extract from the 
Message of Peace in which the Founder of this 
movement offered a solution of the communal 
problem of India. He says : 

My beloved countrymen, all of us, whether we 
are Hindus or Muslims, are, notwithstanding 
hundreds of differences, at one in believing in a , 
God who is the Creator and Lord of the world. I 
:Moreover, we have a common cause not only be
canse we are all human beings, but also because 
being denizens of one and the same country are 
truly as neighbours to each other. It is therefore 
meet that we should live as true and sincere friends 
i,,nd sincerely sympathise with each other in 
temporal as well as religious difficulties so that we 
may be as parts of one whole or members of one 
body. 

My dear countrymen, that religion does not 
deserve the name of religion which does not 
inculcate broad sympathy with humanity in 
general, nor does that person deserve to be called 
a human being who has not a sympathetic sonl 
within him. Our God has not made any invidious 
distinction between different peoples and He is not 
unjust to any. The powers and faculties which he 
granted to the ancient people of India were also 
granted to the Arabs, the Persians, the Syrians, the 
Chinese, the Japanese, the Europeans and the 
Americans. For all, the earth of God serves alike 
as a floor, and for the sake of all the sun, the 
moon and the stars give their light and perform 
-such other fnnctions as God has charged them 
with, All people alike derive beuefit from air, 

water, fire, earth and other things created by God 
and all equally use the produce of the earth, its 
corns and its flowers and its fruits. These are the 
broad Divine morals which give us a lesson that 
we should also do good to all our fellow-beings 
and should not have contracted views and narrow 
sympathy. 

The Holy Quran opens wi_th a verse which 
teaches this broad doctrine. The first verse of 
the:.." Opening" chapter of the Holy Qnran says : 
"All perfect and pure attributes belong to God 
who is the Lord of all the worlds " The words 
used here are so general that they include all the 
different countries. The opening of the Holy 
Quran with a verse which is so broad in its 
si1rnificance shows clearly that the Holy Quran 
refutes the doctrine which sets limits to the vast 
and unlimited grace and sustenance of God 
reserving the manifestation of these attributes for a 
single people to the exclusion of a.II the others as if 
the latter were not the creation of God or as if 
after creating them Almighty God had utterly 
forgotten them or thrown them away as useless 
and futile things. 

The Jews and the Christians on the one hand, 
and the Arya Samajists on the other, do not 
recognise Almighty Go,J to be the Lord ?f the 
worlds, for if such were not the case, there 1s no 
reason that God, who is the Lord of all the worlds 
and of all people and not the Lord of the Israelites 
or the Lord of the Aryas alone, should have been 
regarded as choosing a single people for the 
manifestation of His will like a biased and one• 
sided man. It is, therefore, to refut~ this erroneous 
doctrine that Almighty God has opened His Holy 
Book with the verse quoted above. 

Though the newly ri~en sect of Hinduism, 
called the Arya Samaj, gives it out as the funda
mental doctrine of Hinduism that Vedic revelation 
has sealed the Divine revelation for ever, but the 
great nvatnrs of 1he Hindu faith who are followed 
by tens of millions of the people of this country 
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have by their claims of being recipients of Divine 
revelation shown the falsehood of thi, principle and 
broken the supposed seal. An example of this is 
to be met with in the person of the renowned 
Krishna whu i~ accepted as an avatm· by vast , 
numbers of Hindns in Bengal as well as here and 
who claimed to be the recipient of Divine revelation, 
His followers go so fur as to consider him God in 
flesh, but there is no donht that he was a prophd 
and t1vatar (a manife~tation of the Divine Being) 
of his time and Almighty God re,vealc,l 1n him 
His holy word. 

or less tasted the fruit of this. Dear countrymen, 
long experience and repeated trials have proved 
that to speak disrespectfully of the holy leaders of 
other people and to hurl invectives at them is a 
poison which not only undermines the body, but 
also destroys th" soul, and thus carries a two-fold 
ruin in its wake. A country cannot enjoy peace 
"hell the different races inhabiting it find fault 
with the leader, of each other, and two communi
ties cannot live in harmony with each other when 
one or each of them speaks insultingly of the 
spiritual guides of thlc! other One must have his 
feelings stirred up when one hears one's prophet 
or l<:ader openly insulted. Particularly Muslims 

are a pr!ople who, wi tho11t calling I heir Holy 
Prophet God or a son of God, believe him to be 
greater than all other righteous men that were 
born of woman. So it is in no case possible to 
live on peaceful terms with a true Muslim unless 
the Holy Prophet i, invariably spoken of in 

; respectful terms. 

Gautama Buddha did not believe the Vedas to 
be the first and the last revelation of Divine will, 
nor did he subscribe to the doctrine that revelation 
was limited to one country, one peoplt: and one 
language, and thus he dealt a death-blow to the 1 

pretensions of the Brahmans who monopolised all 
connection with the Divine Being for themselves 
and their country. Thlc! departure this great 
reformer made from the narrow views of his 
predecessors brought him face to face with many 
persecutions from his opponents. He wi1s called 
an agnostic and an atheist, but he was no more an 
atheist tban are the broadminded and cultured 
persons who reject the Divinity of Jesus Christ 
because they are unable to conceive a God who 
should suffer death on the cross. Thus was 
Buddha misrepresented and his opponents brought 
many false charges against him and circulated 
false reports concerning him. 

In the latter days of Hinduism, another example 
of the same kind is to be met with in the person 
af Nanak whose righteousness and sanctity have 
an unsullied reputation in this country and whose 
followers are known as Sikhs and number not fess 
than two millions. 

To revert to the original subject. When the 
followers of one religion were ignorant of the 
religions prevailing in other countries, every 
oommunity depended on its own book and its own 
creed as the sole repository of truth. Consequently 
the adherents of every religion gave themselves up 
to che refutation of the rival religions. The 
followers of Zoroaster, for instance, affirmed that 
there was no religion comparable with their creed, 
that prophethood was confined to the Zoroastrian 
dispensation and that their scriptures were the 
oldest of all books so much so that even the 
Vedas paled into insignificance when compared 
with their scriptures in point of antiquity. The 
Hebrews again were not behind any other people 
in claiming peculiarities for their religious system. 
They went so far as to fix Syria as the land where 
the Divine Throne was laid, never to be removed 
to any other country. Only the elect of the 
Jewish race were held to be eligible for the sacred 
office of a prophet, and they were e~pressly 
forbidden to preach to other people Revelation 
was held to be a gift which could be bestowed 
only on a member of their own race, and if there 
appeared any claimant among any other people, he 
could only be an impostor, 

Need I tell you what mnst be the outcome of 
insulting and reviling those holy prophets whom 
millions of men from all ranks ol society hold in 
high reverence and whom they think it a pride to 
follow? There is no community but have more 

\Ve, the Muslims, on our part, never speak 
disre,pectfully of the prophets of other people. 
On the other hand, our belief is that all the other 
spiritual leaders of people who ever lived on this 
earth, \\ ho were accepted as true prophets by 
millions of men, who won the respect of a large 
portion of the human race and who have been 
held in esteem for a long period of time, were the 
true prophets of God, the above circumstances 
alone constituting a sufficient evidence of their 
truth with us. 

It is on the basis of this principle that we 
regard the Vedas as from God and believe the 
rish is to be holy and sacred personages. It is 
true that the teachings contained in the Veda,. in 
their present form have failed to make any people 
the worshippers of one God, nor were they adapted 
to fulfil that purpose, and the idolaters, the fire• 
worshippers, the sun-worshippers, the believer, in 
thou;:ands of deities, the folio wers of J aini.m and 
the professors of shakt,, mat,--in short all sects 
of Hind11i,m that are to be found in India, base 
their respective creed5 on the Vedas, the Vedas 
being so ambiguou5 that every sect derives its 
doctrines from them ; yet our belief according to 
the Quranic teaching is that the Vedas are not the 
fabrication of man, for a human fabrication has not 
the power of drawing millions of men towards itself 
and of firmly establishing a system that may endure 
for ages. Indeed we have not found the Vedas 
te,,ching the worship of stones anywhere, but they 
teem with adoration of fire, air, water, the moon, 
the sun, etc., and there is not a single verse in 
them forbidding the worship of these objects. 
Who should decide, then, that all the long 
established sects of Hinduism tbat worship the 
objects named above are in error and only the 
new-born sect of the Arya Samajists is in the right ? 
Those who worship various objects have the clear 
evidence of the Vedas on their side, and the Arya 
Samajists who assert that agni (fire), -vayu (air), 
jal (water), etc., are only the names of the Divine 
Being make an assertion for which there is no 
proof, 

When we, in spite of many obstacles in our 
way, believe the Vedas to be the word of God, 

(Se, j,ag, 7) 
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l'londay, January 16, 19:i9 

SIR ZAFRULLAH KHAN'S 
MISCONCEPTION 

Speaking at the Jubilee celebrations held 
at Qadian simultaneously with ours, the 
Hon'ble Sir Zafrullah Khan, Law Member, 
to the Government of India who is a 
devoted disciple of the Khalifa Sahib of 
Qadian made an observation which .:alls 
for correction. Characterising the Khilafat 
as constituted at Qadian as a heavenly 
boon, he said they were celebrating the 
Silver Jubilee by way of thanksgiving for 
that great boon. He expressed surprise at 
our celebrations for which he could see no 
reason; for, as he put it, our movement 
was founded on the denial of that boon 
and it was not anything to be thankful for. 
Now this is something that can not be 
passed over un-noticed. It is not the sort 
of statement one would like to associate 
with a man of Sir Zafrullah's sense of 
accuracy. He can not be unaware that 
this Anjuman was founded not a revolt 
against the Khalifa. That came as a pain
ful corollary. It was founded on a prin
ciple which the leaders of this movement 
considered vital to the interests of Islam. 
That principle was that all Malisms whn 
recite the Kalima are Muslims. This 
had been the corner-stone of the Ahmadiya 
Movement all along until the present 
Khilafat which Sir Zafrullah describes as a 
"heavenly boon" appeared on the scene, 
and, at one stroke, turned the millions of 
Muslims who had not accepted the mission 
of the Founder of this movement as out. 
side the pale of Islam. Now this was a 
pill too bitter to swallow. Sir ZaErullah is 
free to consider it a boon but leaders of 
this Anjuman dreaded it as the greatest cala
mity that could befaJJ the Muslim Society. 
It was a negation of Islam. It was a 
negation of the mission of the Founder 
who had came to unite rather than to add 
to the babel of sectarian confusion with 
which the house of Jslam was already 
conflicted. To call a man a reformer 
come to breathe new life into the dead 
bones of the Muslim Society and at the 
same time to vivisect the body-politic of 
Islam in his name was to blow hot and 
cold in the same breath. No man who 

divides Musalmans can at the same time 
claim to be a life-giver ; for life is another 
name for unity and solidarity, in the hearts 
as well as the ranks of Islam. 

It is not, therefore, correct to say that 
the Lahore Movement was founded on a 
revolt, The revolt came no doubt as a duty. 
But the foundation stone was the unity 
and solidarity of Islam which the Qadian 
Khilafat tended to undermine by declaring 
Muslims outside the pale of the Ahmadiya 
Movement as outside J slam. Sir Zafrullah
Khan has only told half truth in 
mentioning the revolt but suppressing the 
more vital part of it. The whole truth is 
that this Anjuman parted ways with Qadian 
and was founded on this very vital issue-the 
unity of all-Islam and the revolt against 
th<: Khilafat which was out to undermine it 
came as a corollary. 

Inter-Sectarian Conference 
A fund of a lac and three quarters for the cause 

of lshaat Islam was raised at the Jubilee of this 
Anjuman. Commenting on this the local daily 
Inqilab says : 

" A sum of about a lac and a half wa& 
raised at the Jubilee of the Anjuman Himayat· 
Islam which includes 2,500 from the Punjab 
Government. Just these days, however, and 
across the road was held the Jubilee of the 
Lahore Ahmadiya Anjuman where attendance 
was hardly a thousand. But are the general 
Musalmans aware that this handful of men 
whom they consider to be misguided, Kaflrs 
and what not raised for the cause of lshaat 
Islam a sum of a lac and eighty two thousands 
which includes no donations either from the 
Government or any State ?" 
For this, our hearts only overflow with grati· 

tude to God Almighty. Were it not that He has 
filled the hearts of the members of this Movement 
with love of Islam, they could not show the spirit 
of self-sacrifice they have done in this cause. A 
couple of lacs may not be much. But for a 
)landful of men to provide it, so that the light of 
Islam may spread to the corners of the world is 
not anything to be lightly dismissed. 

Money, however, is a thing of minor impor~• 
ance. Money must come, so long as the cause IS 

good and righteous. What particularly did ~ur 
heart good and which we expre~sly want to pomt 
out as an achievement of our Jubilee was the 
Inter-Sectarian Conference to which representatives 
of various sects were invited to ,peak on the topic
" How can unity be brought about among the 
various sects of Islam ?" In calling this Conference 
the organizers took a step which, to our mind was 
long overdue. How long can the Mu;.almans 
shelve this question which is of life-and-death 
importance to Islam ? Is it not a ~hame that a 
religion which came to unite the whole of humanity, 
should pre~ent the !Spectacle of jarring and warring 
camps ? The irony is that whereas Inter-religious 
Conferences are frequently held to explore avenues 

(See page 7) 
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THREAT TO THE ROUTE TO INDIA? 
The Pan-Arab movement, one phase of which 

is the continuing armed conflict hdween Arabs 
and British in Palestine, appears to be gaining 
momentum. The movement is wide-spread, and 
the Briti,h are increasingly aware that it threatens 
to affect, among other things, their primary im• 
perial interest- the route to India, writes Robert 
Gale Woolbert in the New Yori? Time. 

Reduced to its essence, Pan-Ambism is a 
nationalist agitation >1imilar to its counterparts else• 
where in the world. The truth nf this was re
cognized by the British royal commission, which 
in 1937 drew up a report favouring partition of 
Palestine. The commission admitted that " the 
problem of Palestine is the problem of insurgent 
nationalism." And, as a matter of fact, the insur• 
gent nationalism of the Arab;; in Palestine i; but a 
part of a wider movement for a union of all the 
Arab peoples, 

The Arab Tongue 

At a rough estimate there are in the world 
40,000,000 people who speak Arabic. They dwell 
not only in the Arabian Peninsula but in Egypt and 
North Africa, as well as in numerous communities 
around the Indian Ocean. They are thus divided 
intq well over a dozen different independent coun• 
tries, mandates, protectorates and colonies. 

Any movement aiming at uniting all the 
Arabic-speaking peoples, does not, therefore, lack 
ambition. And, indeed, some of the Pan-Arab 
leaders are thinking in terms of just such a Great 
Arabia extending from the Atlantic to the Indian 
Ocean. Delegates from North Africa, for instance, 
were invited to attend the Pan-Arab congresses 
that met last year in Syria and a month ago in 
Cairo. 

Appeal to all Muslims 

For that matter, the Pan-Arab leaders appeal 
for others' support-that of the 250,000,lO(l 
Muslims throughout the world, less than a fifth of 
whom speak Arabic, This has .been one of the 
most powerful tactics employed by the Grand Mufti 
of Jerusalem, leader of the movement for Arab 
independence in Pale: tine anq., now an exile in 
Syria. 

As' a political reality, however, Pan-Arabism is 
confined to Egypt and the countries of the Arabian 
Peninsula. The independent States in addition to 
Egypt include Iraq, Saudi Arabia and the Yemen. 
S)ria and the Lebanon are republics though not 
yet entirely free from French mandatory supervi
sion. Under British mandate are Palestine and 
Trans-Jordan. Under British ptotection of one 
form or another are Knweit, the Bahrein Islands, 
the Trucial Sheikdom and Qatar and Oman- all 
on the Per;;ian Gulf-and the Aden Protectorate 
(including Hadramaut), on the Indian Ocean Aden 
itself is a British crown colony. 

The Egyptians are physically not closely 
related to the Arabians, yet they speak Arabic and 
are largely Muslims, and their politicians, there• 
fore, find if expedient to gi\'e their blessing to the 
Pan-Arab programme. Whether Egypt would join 
a federation of Pan-Arab StateR or a "United 
Arabia,'' is impossible to say. The spirit of 
Egyptian nationalism may be old and virile enough 
to resist being supplanted by the Pan-Arab idea, 
The stcret of Pan-Arab success will doubtleRs lie 
in reconciling these two loyalties. 

The effective center of Pan Arab agitation is 
Damascus. The Syrian capital is well located for 
keeping in touch with the Arab world ; it has an 
illustriom: tradition ns one of the great seat of Arab 
culture and, in recent year, it has had the advan• 
tage of being clo!'e to Palestine. The revolt in the 
Holy Land has been organized to a large extent 
in Syria. After all, the political divi,ion between 
Syria and Palestine is quite artificial, with little 
basis in either geography or history. The same 
applies to Trans-Jordan. 

It is less true as regards the Lebanon Re· 
public, for here the majority of the people are 
Christian, They are also more commercial and 
Europeanized than the Syrians and their out-look 
is toward the sea rather than the desert. 

Nevertheless, some of the leaders in Pan Arab 
thought are Christians from the Lebanon. Not to 
be over-looked is the American University at 
Beirut, in which a very large number of the men
and women-now prominent in the Arab nationa
list movement were educated. 

lbn Saud's Attitude 

Baghdad is another focal point for Pan-Arab 
propaganda, and Iraqi politicians have been notable 
for their public support of the Arab cause in Pales
tine. More circumspect have been King Ibn :::iaud 
of Saudi Arabia and the Imam Yahyia of the 
Yemen. The Pan-Arab leaders none-the-less claim 
the tacit sympathy of these two rulers, ::.ome 
Pan-Arab leaders profess to believe that only Ibn 
::,aud, or one of his successors,· will be able to 
unite Arabia-either by persuation or by conquest. 

Great obstacles undoubtedly impede the road 
toward Arab unity The nomad of the desert dis
trusts the soft, Europeanized Arab in the cities. 
The Christians do not wholly trust the Muslims, 
though these differences are sometimes exaggerated. 
The Syrian and the Iraqi and the Yemenitt: will 
find it hard to sink their local, and at present 
"national,'' loyalties in a common allegiance to a 
Great Arabia, 

Even among the Pan•Arab enthusiasts them
selves-the intellectuals and the politicians-there 

(See-J,age 6); 
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AL-GHAZZALI 
A PLEA FOR A RENEWED STUDY OF HIS NEGLECTED WORKS 

{Hy Maung Ko l.n)', Yanwtliin, f-111rn1a1 

Sitting lonely and pensive in my closet one 
rainy evening and having nothing new to read 11•1 
already bored by reading and' re-reading a limited 
nnmber of books on religion, history and be/les
lettres that adorn my book-shelf, I wa.., thinking 
what book to pick up and read again 10 enc:hnin 
my wandering thoughts. 

After seeing the titles Rnd the name of their 
authors several books were thrown aside, when my 
hand fell upon a small pocket-size book \\ hich I 
had long forgotten, It is the Co11/essio11s of A/. 
Gllazsali. I have read it rapidly but once, long 
ago. When I read it this time more attentively, 
I found it very stimulating and highly instructive. 

Considering the high veneration with which 
Imam GhaZZ'lli's name is regarded throughout 
the entire world of Islam, I should like to note 
down here some facts concerning his life and 
career and some extracts from his Co11fessions, as 
a plea for the study of his imperishable, but 
much neglected, works. 

Imam Ghazzali or to give his full name Abou 
Hamid Muhammad lbn Muhammad al-Ghazzali, 
one of the greatest Divines and Philosophers of 
Islam was born in the city of Tus in Khorasan, 
A C. 1058. His parents were dealers in cotton 
thread, GaHal, whence his name. Losing his 
father in early life, he was confided to the care of 
a Sufi, who,e influence extended through his sub
sequent career. On finishing his studies he was 
appointed professor of theology at Baghdad where 
students from various parts of the world flocked 
to hear his lectures. His learning and conduct 
gained so much popularity and attraction that the 
great men and 'all the Imams became his zealous 
partisans.' He devoted years to studying vigorous
ly different schools of Logic, Mysticism, Philo. 
sophy and Theology, but 'still finding the great 
problem unsolved, he was force~ to pron~unce 
them incompetent, and to seek m some higher 
faculty than reason the solution of his doubts.' 
His search for truth occupied several years, in the 
course of which he renounced his professorship of 
theology at Baghdad and went into devot10nal 
retirement at Jerusalem and Damascus, and per
formed the Hajj. He lived for a short time at 
Nishapur and retnrning to Tus, his native place, 
died iu A.C. 1111. 

The account of his death as related by his 
brother Ahmad is a piece of touching incident: 
" On Monday at dawn my brother performed the 
ablution and prayed. Then he said, • Bring me 
my grave-clothes,' and h~ took them . and

1 
kissed 

them and laid them on his eyes and said, I hear 
and ~bey the command to go unto the King.' And 
he stretched out bis feet and went to meet Him 
and was taken to the good-will of God Most 
High.'' 

Hilt end recalls to our mind an equally heroic, 

serene and beautiful 'last phase' of the Muslim 
Poet and Philosopher o( our time, Iqbal. We 
read in our favomite p11per, the Li~lit (l-5-38): 
" A low minutes hefore hi,; death he ig related to 
recite some trnni ver~cs of which the followiug i,; 
the English translation : 

A Paradise there is for men of resolution 
A Paradi~e there i~ for the pure ones 
Tell the Muslim of India Be happy, 
A Paradise there al,;o is to be had as charity I '' 

In hi,; opinion the salvation of India, nay thll 
whole world, lies in Islam only. So long as 
the messai:;e of Islam is not accepted neither cah 
there be any freedom for India nor any peace in tlte 
world. Iqbal lived as a Muslim and died as a 
Muslim. He welcomed death with a smile on his 
lips: "Islam presents us with a way of life, by 
following which men lose the fear of death and view 
it in its true perspective. And the way is joyous, 
anything but gloomy." 

Yes ! All great men who have done good to 
their fellow men do not die : they live in their 
works the 'foot-prints on the sands of time'
works of death-defying and joy-instilling natllte 
for the instruction and inspiration of humanity. 
That is why we should not neglect their works 
which are in essence the 'commentary'' on the 
Qaran, 

To Imam Ghazzali, the Muslims owe a great 
debt for his masterly treatise on Islamic Theology, 
Myticism and Philosophy. They are apparently 
in\'aluable for the better understanding of Islam. 
They cast so lasting an impression on the past and 
present Islamic literature that the enlightened of 
every generation of Muslims pronounce the dictum: 
"If all the· books of Islam were destroyed, it would 
be but a slight loss, provided Al-Ghazzali's work 
on the Revivification of the :.-5ciences of Religion 
were preserved." 

Eminent Orientalists and Scholars of the west, 
who acknowledge that the 'Light is from the East', 
have paid high tributes to the work of Al Ghazzali. 
Professor D. S. Margolioutb in his book Muhamme
da11ism (Home Uoiversity Library) says of Ghazz. 
ali's Revivification of the Sciences of Religion tliat 
'since its production bas been perhaps the most 
popular encyclopaedia of Islamic ethics It is very 
largely a collection of sayings, grouped under 
different heads, ascribed to the Prophet, eminent 
Muslims and Sages of other races .•• By commencing 
his studies wjtb this work Sayyid Rashid claims 
to have been able to acquire as much theological 
knowledge in one feat' as his fellow students 
could acquire in seven. 

I presume only a few of your readers must 
have read the Confessions of Al-Gha//Jsali translat
ed for the first time into English by Claud Field. 
M.A., in those gems of Onental literature called 
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the Wisdo"' of the East Series, John Murray, 
London I 909. It is the history of the mind of 
this remarkr1ble man. (n his pur;;uit of truth in its 
intellectual subtlety it bears n certain resemblance 
to Ncswman's Gratnnltlr of Assent, and in its almost 
puritanical sense ofthe terrors of the world to come, 
it i~ akin to Bunyan's Grace Abo1111dit1g. It is 
also interesting a~ being one of the very few speci• 
mens of genuine Eastern autobiography. 

inspires in him who is initiate in it more 
fe!lr and more reverence, anrl raises a barrier of 
defence between him and sin. He may slip and 
stumble, it is true, as is inevitable with one en• 
compassed by human infirmity, but these slips 
and stumble, will not weaken his faith. The true 
Muslim succumbs occasionally to temptation, but 
he repents and will not preserve obstinately in the 
path of error. 

Such i, Imam Ghazzali and such are his 
utterances which are the sum,total .of ' ~'isdom of 
the Ages,• the outgrowth of a lifetime, earnest 
study, devotion and meditation. Let us be 
guided aright by studying the works, ideals and 
examples of our Great and Noble Muslims the like 
of whom will appear but very rarely in this • age 

, of decadence'. The testimony of a non-Muslim 
;acholar, Professor Macdonald (in his Development 
of AJ11s/im Tlieolol{y) may well urge our Muslims 
to remember Al-Ghazzali as " the greatest, 

I give here somt: noteworthy passages fro11, the 1 

Ccmfesssicms; '(I) Each sect, it is true, believes 
itself in posse~sion of the truth and of salvation, 
"ench party," as the Koran saith, "rejoices in 
iti; own creed"; but as the chief nf the apostles, 
whose word is always truthful, has told us, " My 
people will be divided into more than seventy 
sects, of whom only one will be s!lved. " This 
prediction, like all others of the Prophet, must be 
fulfilled. (2) I owed my deliverance, not to a con
catenation of proofs and aq.;uments, but to the 
light which God caused to penetrate into my 
heart-the light which illuminates the thre~hold i 
of all knowledge. To suppose that certitude can , 
be only b!lsed upon formal arguments is to limit 
the boundless mercy of God. Some one asked the 
Prophet the explanation of this passage in the 
Devine Book : " God opens to Islam the heart 
of him whom he chooses to direct. " " That is 
spoken," replied the Prophet, "of the light which 
God sheds in the heart." "And how can man 
recognise that light ? " he was asked. " By his 
detatchment from this world of illusion and by a 
secret drawing towa1ds the eternal \\orld," the 
Prophet replied. (3) On another occasion he 
said : "God has created His creatures in dark
ness, and then has shed upon them His light. " 
It is by the help of this light that search for , 
truth must be carried on. As by His mercy this 
light descends from time to time among men, we 
must ceaselessly be on the watch for it. This is 
also corroborated by another saying of the Apostle: 
"God sends upon you, at certain time,, breathings 
of His grace; be prepared for them." (4) The 
wise man, at least, should not make common 
cause with the bigot blinded by ignorance. 
(5) When we have ascertained the real nature of 
inspiration and proceed to the serious study of 
the Quran and the Traditions, we shall then know 
certainly that Muhammed is the greatest of 
prophets. After that we should fortify our con
viction by verifying the truth of his preaching and 
the salutary effect which it has upon the soul. 
We should verify in experience the truth of sen
tences such as the following : "He who makes 
his conduct accord with his knowledge receives 
from God more knowledge "; or this, "God 
delivers to the oppressor him who favours injustice"; 
or again," Whosoever when rising in the morning 
has only one anxiety (to please God), God will 
preserve him from all anxiety in this world and 
the next. '' When we have verified these sayings 
in experience thousands of times, we shall be 1n 
possession of a certitude on which donbt can 
obtain no hold. Such is the path we mbst tra
verse in order to realise the truth of in~piration. 
It is not a question of finding out "hether a rod 
has been changed into a•serpent, or whether the 
moon has been split in two. (6) True knowledge 

certainly the most sympathetic figure in the his
torr of Islam, and the only teachet of the after
generations ever put by a Muslim on a level with 
the four great Imams. Islam has never outgrown 

' him, has never fully understood him. In the 
renaissance of falam which is now rising to veiw, 
his time will come, and the new life will proceed 
from a renewed study of his works." 

(Co11tinued from page 4) 
is anything but agreement as to the form the 
hoped•for Arab State should have; democracy or 
dictatorship, republic or monarchy, federation or 
unitary government. Where 'I' ould the State's 
capital be? Should it strive to mclude all Arabic
speaking peoples ? 

These are but a few of the knotty problems 
that arise, !Ind they do not include those created of 
the international situation; Britain's determination 
to hold the short route to India; France's decline, 
after Munich, to the rank of a second-rate power; 
Germany'~ countervailing rise and the renewal of 

' the Drangnach Osten and its corollary, the Berlin
t0· Baghdad idea; Mussolini's continued flirtation 
with Islam, and Tmkey's renewed aggressiveness 
a5 shown in her thinly disguised " anschluss " of 
Alexandret1 a. 

Meaning for England 
The very mention of these complications indi· 

cate5 "hat vast repercus5i11ns the rise of a strong 
Arab State would have on European power politics. 
For England to alle>w such a St~te to come undel' 
the political sway of another power-say Italy or 
Germany- would be fatal to her imperial connec• 
tions, and to those of France. If Nazi Germany 
should succeed in fulfilling the pre-war Berlin-to• 
Baghdad dream of the Pan-Germans, or if Fascist 
Italy should find, in ,:pite of her present a~;;ertions 
that she is satiated, that to protect her holdings in 
Lib}a and EthiopiR she must expand them, the 
question would become still more involved. 

These considerations make clear not only the 
sltategic importance Greater Arabia would inevit
aL!y poi<sess, but the reasons which the great powers 
may have for not looking upon Arab onity with, 
nnmixed joy. 
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( CotiUnued from page 4) 

of rapprochement between varioll,; religions, not an 
attempt shollld have been made to hold a similar 
Conference to bring the various sects of Islam to a 
common platform. Somebody must take the lead 
in this direction and it was in the fitness of things 
that this Movement which stands for the revival 
of Islam should have given the lead in this direction. 
These conferences may not bring unity but they will 
certainly pave the way for it. For face to face talk 
in a spirit o( mutual respect and understanding is apt 
to bridge many a little gulf of isolation. And we 
note with gratification that the Conference called 
at the Jubilee was marked by a genuine longing 
to see Islam united once more. The ball has 
been set rolling, Let us hope it will gradually 
gather momentum and the day may not be far 
distant when ~ons of Islam, so far living as so 
many frogs in their little wells of sects will once 
more jump into the wide, wide ocean of Islam and 
embrace one another as brother~. M. Y. K. 

(Co11tim1ed from page 2) 

merely through fear of God, and attribute the 
errors to be found in its teachings to subsequent 
writers. \Vhy is it, then, that most savage attacks 
are made against the Holy Quran which teaches 
unity of God from beginning to end, which no
where teaches the worship of the sun, the moon or 
any other object, but on the other hand says in 
plain words :-

" Do not bow in worship before the sun, nor 
before the moon, but prostrate yourselve,; before 
God who created them." 

Besides the Quran has with it the testimony of 
old signs and fresh signs and shows the face of 
God like a mirror. \:Vhy do not the Arya 
Samajists, then, deal by us as we deal by them i' 
\:Vhy is it that the seed of discord and enmity is 
shown in the land ? Can it be expected that this 
will bear good fruit ? Is it fair dealing to cast 
stones at one who offers flowers and to throw 
dung at one who holds out milk ? 

If, in order to have complete peace, the Hindu 
gentlemen and the Arya Samajisto; are prepared to 
accept our Holy Prophet, may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him, as a true prophet 
of God and give up denying and insulting him, 
I will be the first man to sign an agreement to the 
effect that we, the members of the Ahmadiyya 
S6ciety, shall always continue to believe in the 
Vedas and to speak of the Vedas and the rishis in 
the most respectful terms. If the Hindus cordially 
wish for this peace, they should also sign a similar 
agreement. This agreement will be as follows: 
"We believe in Muhammad Mustafa, may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him, and •regard 
him as a true prophet. We will always speak of 
him respectfully as a true believer should." 

Dear countrymen, there is nothing like peace. 
Let us become one nation ,and one people by means 

of this compact. You see how much discord there 
is in the land and how greatly the country has 
suffered on account of this mutual refutation. 
Come, and try even now how great are the blessings 
of mutual approbation. This is the b~st means 
of bringing about reconciliation. To try to have 
peace by any other means is like leaving alone a 
sore which is bright and smooth from outside, but 
is inwardly full of foul and putrid matter. 

<!~ o tt tt t' s lJ o n cl c n .c u 

BERLIN MISSION ACTIVITIES 

StR,- During the month of December, two 
important and interesting meetings were convened 

: by the German Muslim Society of Berlin. On 

I the 9th of December, at 8 p.m. a •• Muslim Even• 
ing " was held. The ~ubject under discussion 

! was : " Should Arabic be the language of prayer 
, or the native language"? As the subject was of 

great interest, the number of those who responded 
to the invitation of the Society was fairly large. 

, The· Imam of the Mosque in his opening speech 
showed the importance of a common language 
for the unity and soildarity of the Muslim world. 
He said that the prescribed prayers must have a 
prescribed form, must be offered at the appointed 
times and thus also in the prescribed common 
language so as to keep the solidarity of Islam 
intact. The subject was then thrown open to gene
ral discussion, in which many Muslims as well as 
non-Muslims took part. It was almost a nnani
mous opinion of those present that Arabic should 
remain as the language of the prayers and that of 
Islam, but the individual should be allowed to 
pray in his or her mother language as well. In 
order to c,ffer an opportunity to get a working 
knowledge of the Arabic language, Arabic classes 
were started, about two years ago, by the Imam 
of the Mosque, where in~tructions in Arabic are 
imparted to. all people, without any difference of 
religion, creed or caste, free of charge. 

The second gathering which was held on 
Friday the 23rd of December, at 8 p.m. had 
more or less a social character. Taking into con• 
sideration the approach of the Christmas a short 
speech was made by a member of the Society 
comparing the two important festivals- Christmas 
and Eid-of the two great religions of the world
Christianity and Islam. The meeting came to a 
close at abQut 11 p.m. and to the entire satisfac. 
tion of all present. The guests were entertained 
to tea and light refreshment. 

Berlin A CORRESPONDENT. 
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MASTER ENGLISH 
And You Mast(:)r the World I 

T 111•~ world ollnr,.. mmwy, pownr MHl 
pn1-11ti<111 Lo t.lw t1t1rn,;u whn <•nn 
lfhu:uco ntirnr1-1 hy oxprcHlting him• 

/..nU oorrocf.ly nnd fhumtiy. lrtlfJrovo, 
l,lwMforo. yn11r kuuwlt,Ugo of 15Hglh1h 
lltlt1 )'11\1 will t11nk11 n1h•1uHwmcH1t. more 
tmrtniu 11,nd 1·1,phl. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS 

OrNivi!Jo t<Jch,1•r. Lhl• fn.mous ; 

The Editor will be ,::lad to receive MSS for 
p11blic11/io11 "" .socic1I, moral, and reti,::irms sub
ject.~. t.etters deatinu tdlh pure Politics will 
not be p11blished. Q11estio11s on Religiott put to 
tire Editor are p11blis/recl with ati.~wers. P11bli
catio11 of all articles, lettas, que.~tio11s, etc. 
depend,~ 011 .space as well us the i111port<111ce and 
11sef11llle.~s of the. s11/Jjects dealt with. aul,hor u.1ul t,hn wn!'lrt ,.., boKL knowu 1 

t<!11.1•hfW pf l 1!rircli1-1h l1j• poHt, ot1H h}o..- you 1 

t,o IH!COrtH.I 11.. ~1Hnt,rJ1• of tbiH h1ngu11.g,, 

onsily 1111cJ qui1•kly Ho lt1 1\t:hc1-1 sou 
through h1.; Cnrrt:Hwindonco Courso1 in 1 

your Rp1a.re momtmtfl at homo, how to- i 

&,large Your Vocabulary by Tbouaanda of F..pre .. ive Word,; 

tl• the Kight Word in the Rigb1 Place: 

Affid All Mi11ak .. •I Grammar and Idiom ; 

Develop Originality o/ Style and lndividualily ol Expreuion; 

Correspomle11/s ,,re requested lo write 011 

ONE SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY WITH SUFFICIENT 
SPACE IN MARGIN AND BETWrrn:N TH!i: LINES. 
Ha11dwritten copies should be PERFECTI.Y 
LEGIBLE. PROPEH NAMES s/i<)fl/d better be written 
i,i BI,OCK LETTEHS. NAMRS WITH FULL AD• 
DRESSES 11111st acco111pa11y all letteri< and articles, 

Write Taedul and Forceful LeUen, Essay&, Advetlisements. Articles, 
SloriE!Y, Speecbes, Pelilions, Memorials, 1lc. : 

llcre■se Your Power of Speech and Pereuuion i 

81 a Pt1raon uf Cullur~, Power and lnflueoca; 

, thou,::h ttot necessarily for p11blicatio11. Reiecled 
com,n11,iicatio11.~ may /Je retur11ed if stamped 
and addressed em:elopes are se11t with them. 
Correspo11de11ts 11111st 110t forl(d that a letter 

·Earn More Money, G11l Beller Posilion and Achieve Greal&r Suc-ce11. 

Entbu1daatic endorsements of this remarkable Courso have 
been written by omi11cnt m"•tors of English. All lines of bual• 
nees, all tre.deB. a.ii professicmR, arts 11,nd RcionceR are represent• 
ed amon~ Ml.". KlelRor'r; RtndentK who number more thR.n I0O,000 
all over the world. Write f,.r lull FREE particul~r• to,day. 

THE TUTORIAL INSTITUTE 
DELHI GATE, DELHI, 41. 

Drop a card and you will get at your door 

A copy of lndia•s Premier Muslim Weekly 

The Deccan Times 
For three weeks free and post free along 
with a pamphlet containing one hundred 
tributes to the paper. Judge for yourself 
and then subscribe. ( Rs. 3-1?. per annum 
.or Rs. 1-14 half yearly). 

This offer puts you under no obligation. 
MANAGER (Sales), 

THE DECCAN TIMES, 

137, Broadway, Madras. 

How to Help 
(1) Read the Light youreell and 

pa•• it on to your friend•. 
(l) Make your irlends aubecrlbe, 

Manager. 

i should not be as lettgthy as ati essay. 

Friends who send 11s newspapers woultl 
e11ha11ce the favour by mar/liug the passages to 
which they wish to draw our atte11tiot1. C,tttitigs 
will be received u•ith thanks. 

All sorts of business comt111micatiot1s should 
be addressed to the Ma,1ager. EACH SUBSCRIBER 
IS REQUESTD To QUOTE HIS SUBSCRIBER'S 
NUMBER and an inletiditlg one to write the word 
" New ". S11bscriptio11 is Pa)•able in advance. 
THOSE SUBSCltl BERS WHO DO NUT WANT US 
TO CONTINUE SENDING THE PAPER WILL OBLIGE 
BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT EFFECT. 

Correspondettts wlto wish to have replies to 
their letters must send Reply Cards or stamps. 

WALL CALENDAR 
FOR 

1939 

Containing both English and Islamic dates with a mnlti
coloured Scenery or the photo of Medina Sharif. 

Send 3 annas in Postage Stamps 

BULL ROAD, LAHORE 

Printed by Sher Mohd. Akhtar at the Ripon Printing Press, Bnll Road, Lahore and published 
by him from the Light Office, Abmadiyya Buildings, Lahore. Editor :-Abdus Samad. 
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