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World Missionary Conference and its Significance 
A PLEA FOR NEW THEOLOGY 

(By Mr. S. M. Fossil) 

1 do not know how many of your readers existence of racial equality in the Christian 
have gone through the proceedings of the World Church. It is a well-known fact that white 
Missionary Conference held last December, at Missionaries are given higher emoluments than 
Tembaram, a suburb of Madras. Though the their non-white conferers. All the leading eccle
Conference was not open to the public, periodical siastical dignitaries are white-men. Coloured 
reports of the discussions and the findings of the priests cannot officiate at the marriage of a white 
various committees were publfahed in papers. couple. l n the Chapel itself, this racial discrimi-

The object of the Conference was two-fold ; nation has been carried to such an irritating extent 
firstly to unite the various denominations amongst that non-white worshippers are segregated from the 
Protestants so that clash, particularly in regard to white one5. Yet Dr. Mott would have us believe 
evangelical work, may bi:: avoided ; for it should be that the presence of the coloured delegates at the 
noted that there has been much unhealthy rivalry \Vorld Missionary Conference is proof positive of 
amongst them in the matter of winning converts the absence of racialism in the Christian Church. 
and secondly to devise new methods of propagat• Those who know the real state of affairs will not 
ing Christianity, which as every one knows, has / certainly be deceived by the sweet words of 
been rejected by the West. ; Dr. Mott. 

So far as the first object is concerned, it is an 
incontrovertible fact that there are fundamental 
doctrinal differences amongst the various Protestant 
denominations. Some Christian leaders have 
realised that these doctrinal differences should be 
subordinated to a nobler cause namely, propaga• 
tion of the Gospel. To what extent unity amongst 
the various Protestant Churches can be achieved 
is a question which need not be discussed here. 
As one who has known Christian Missionaries for a 
long time and who has also carefully studied the 
tenets, doctrines and dogmas of various Christian 
sects, I can say without any fear of contradiction 
that unity amongst them is impossible. Dr. Mott, 
the Chairman of the Conference in his concluding 
remarks made much of the unity which the 
Tambaram Conference in his opinion had achieved 
but I am inclined to think that this unity is only 
factitious and fictitious. 

The whole conference split itself into a number 
of committees to discuss the Christian solution of 
the problems which are now agitating the human 
mind such as War, Nationalism, Capitalism, 
Socialism, Racialism, Dictatorship, Democracy and 
so on. The resolutions of these committees have 
been published. They are lengthy and long• 
winded. Those who have gone through them 
would know that what is called Christian solution 
is not Christian at all. I say this because none of 
them has been fortified with any quotation from 
the Gospels, It is hardly necessary for me to 
state here that whenever a Muslim offers the 
Islamic solution of a problem, he bases it on a 
Quranic ver;:e or Hadis. But the Christian 
Missionaries who met at Tambaram and adopted a 
number of resolutions have not based any of their 
resolutions on the dicta of Christ. Here again 
they want to hoodwink the world which thinks and 
rightly too that Christianity cannot solve the 

The second noteworthy point is that, particu- modern problems. 
larly from Africa and Asia, a good number of The World Missionary Conference has got an 
delegates attended the Conference. Dr. Mott has important moral to Musalmans who should 
made much of this also, evidently to prove that realise that it is much easier for them to achieve 
the Christian Church is above racial prejudices. Intersectional Unity than for Christians to estab
lt passes one's comprehension how the presence of l lish Interdenominational Unity; for the differences 
representatives of the coloured races at the World between one Muslim sect and another are not at 
Missionary Conference could be construed as the all fundamental, Yet it is a pity that Muslim 
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rcligi011s leadcr:a would 11nt co-operate. If they 
still C011ti11uu to quarrel arunng thcrn,clve, about 
silly and superficial thini-;s, Islam will be weakened. 
The real danger to l,lam i" not ,;o much from 
without as from within. If Mu,;alman,; ani united, 
no power on earth can shake them. This ;;irnple 
fact has not ba,en realised hy our Mullah• and 
Mau!anas. I devoutly hope that the variou, sects 
0£ blarn will unite. Ld then, he, unity in things 
essential, diver"ity in things non-essential and 
charity in all thing". 

Apart from the fact that thr, so-callud s"ctarian 
differences among Musalrnans are not at all 
fundamental, there is no such thing as racial or 
national feeling amongst them. \Vhether one 
belongs to Madra• or Morocco, if nne is a Mu-lirn, 
one feels a sense of brotherhood with the fonr 
hundred and odd million Musalmans of the world. 
Isla111 i,; a practical brntherhr,od. The Christian 
Church thinks it to be a great ac·hitvement to 
bl'ing toisether the delegate; of a !ew countrie, of 
the world. But, this happen;; cverr year in l\.kcca 
where on the occasion of llaj Musalman5 from 
all parts 0£ the world congregate. The Haj in 
fact is the annual world Muslim Conference. If 
Musalmans would only reali;;e the true signi
ficance of Haj and utili;;e the annual gathering 
at Me rca for the purp1se for which it was 
originally planned by the great Prophet, I have 
no doubt that Islam would regain its pri;;tine power 
and glory. 

In addition to unity, we need for the regenera
tion of Musalmans, freedom of thought. No 
religion encourages independP.nt thinking so much 
as Islam. The true Missfon of Islam is to 
enthrone reason. As there i;; no priest-hood in 
Islam, everr Muslim has absolute freedom to think 
for him;;elf. But with the emergence of prie::t
hood, Musalmans ceased to think for the1mcl\'es ; 
with the result that Muslim Theology was 
standardised and Muslim mind was closed. 

\Vhen I advocate freedom of thought, it must 
not for a moment be imagined that the teachings 
of Islam have outgrown their u,efulnes:'. Far 
from it. The principles of Islam are based on 
eternal varities which, being immutable, are in
tended for all times and all climes. But a di:'tinc
tion ought to be drawn between hlam and Muslim 
Theology. Theology is like a coat or cloak which, 
when it gets outworn, should be discard~d and 
replaced by a new one. Theologies must chan~e 
from time to time, but Islam will remain pure and 
undefiled. 

No doubt life to-day has become -verr complex 
and a number of problems, Social, Political, 
Economic, etc., have arisen. But all these pro
blems were foreseen by the Prophet and he has 
given very rntisfactory solutions of those problems. 
Prophet Muhammad appeared at the twilight 0£ 
the world, as it were. The old world \\as dis
appearing and a new world was comin,:: into 
existence. In fact, Islam is responsible for shaping 
the New World by ushering in a New Era. It is, 
therefore, no wonder, that the solutions not only 
of the present-day problems but also the problems 

yet tn ari~c arc lo11n<l in the Qura11, What is 
nccc6,ary i, that Mu;;almnn~ should carefully 
study the Quranic teachings and interpret them in 
a manner that will enable them to solve the pro• 
ble111s with which they are confronted. In short 
we want a new Theology. The late lamented 
J)r. Iqbal of revered memory, many yearfi ago 
realised the need for a new Theology and in his 
thou .:ht•provoking and interesting book, Recon
slrucliot1 of Tltouglit ill Islam which consists of 
lectures delivered in Madras, has pleaded for it. 
Indian Mu~almans, during recent years, have been 
len<ling their hrtthrcn in the realm of thought and 
I hn\'e no doubt that India will be cradle of the 
New Theology of l,;larn. 

A TRIBUTE 
DEAR S1!<,-I learnt with great sorrow and 

dismay of the demise of my old friend Khan Saheb 
Chawdar\' Mohammad Manzur llahi Saheb and 
according to the pro\'erb 'better late than never', 
I extend my heart-felt ,ympathies to you and to 
the bereaved family. I could have expressed my 
feelings of sorrow ere long but unfortunately owing 
to the death of my maternal uncle ,I could not 
free my:eelf earlier. Kindly com·ey my sympathies 
to your association also 

A lthou 5h there was a ,·ast cliff, rence of views 
between us, yet on the platform and the propagation 
of I,lam we were equally enthusiastic. I knew him 
for the last 15 ,·ears or more and I have a host 
oi letter, writte·n to me by him dealing with the 
problem, regarding the propagation of Islam. His 
kind advice and his sincerity knew no bounds, 
to all those who came in contact with him. I 
found in him a burning zeal and a great soldier of 
Islam, rea<iy to sacrifice whatever he had in his 
mission. For the la~t eight years, we mutually 
separated ourseh•es on some principles but it did 
not mean that we differed in essentials. May God 
bless him and the workers of the Faith! 
BOMBAY: M. A. SALMIN. 

GHAZZALl'S WORKS IN ENGLISH 
DEAR S1R.-As a sub,criber of your journal· 

I have r-,ad in the issue of 16th January 1939 an 
article under the heading Al-Ghazzali. Since 
I ha,·e read the small hand book Co11fessio11s of 
Ai-Glrazzali I ha\'e been searching for his master• 
piece Ret'ivific,1tio11 of the Sciences of Religion 
in Engli~h, but ~o far I have not been ~uccessful 
in finding the English translation of Al-Ghazzali's 
Jl1ya-VI-Vlu111. 

As I am very interested in this book, will you 
or any of your readers be good enough to Jet me 
know whether an English translation is available 
and if so where and how same could be obtained, 

BOMBAY: N. M. CURRIM. 
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An Ominous Election 

Subas Babu's election as President of 
the Congress has been construed as the 
victory of the Left over the Right Wing 
of that organization, of extremism over con• 
stitutionalism and above all of a more 
aggressive mentality over what is known as 
the Gandhian ideology. Mahatma Gandhi 
himself has in so many words interpreted 
it as a defeat for himself and his principles 
and tactics, The Musalman, however, 
takes quite a different view of it and it 
would be worth while for the Congress 
High Command to take note of it. To him 
it means a victory of Mahasabhaism with 
all its venom against Islam and Muslims 
over the principle of Hindu-Muslim unity 
and he has good reasons to take it as such. 
For, Subas Babu also represents the ex
tremist wing of the Congress in regard to 
the communal question-the wing which 
merges into the Mahasabha all but in 
name. He has never been known to have 
a soft corner in his heart for Islam or 
Muslims. He is the fanatical type who 
can see no good in others-much less in 
islam or Muslims to crush whom in his 
own Province and in Assam he has left no 
stone unturned. 

Mahatma Gandhi has ever shown the 
most profound respect for Islam, its 
Prophet and its culture in his utterances, 
Only a few days back he, in an interview, 
declared that he regarded Islam to be a 
true religion whose culture had greatly 
enriched the culture of India. When the 
Congress first assumed the reins of office in 
the Provinces, the Mahatma warned the 
Ministries lest in their newly-won power 
they should abandon their soldier's sim
plicity and austerity of life and he set up 
before them the names of Hazrat Abu Bakr 
and Omar as examples to follow. Then 
there has been his long comradeship with 
Muslim leaders like the Ali Brothers, Maulana 
Azad, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and scores 
of others. All these things put together 
went a very long way to make the heart 

of a Musalman accessible to the influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi and that exactly was the 
reason that at one time he was acclaimed 
as the leader of a united India by Hindus 
and Muslims alike. And even now that the 
communal gulf has greatly widened, if we 
find the spell of Gandhi still working in 
some circles in Islam, it is due exactly to 
this same catholicity of views and breadth of 
sympathies, which he undoubtedly possesses. 
He was, therefore, the best man from the 
ranks of Hinduism to have servf'd as a 
connecting bridge between Hindus and 
Muslims, Even in Jawaharlal there is some 
subtle human touch and a sort of general 
charm which won him a place in the hearts 
of the Musalmans, The election of Subas 
Babu who, as a Musa Iman looks upon him, 
is every inch a Hindu of the fanatical 
type with nothing but abhorrence of every• 
thing non-Hindu, withdraws the last plank 
of any possible bridge over the Hindu-Muslim 
gulf. That is how the Musalman looks 
at it. 

It is said the issue on which the election 
was fought is Federation. But the question 
is-ls Federation really the vital issue be
fore the country? The Muslims as a com
munity are opposed to it. The Congress 
too, whatever the drift of certain individual 
members, has officially condmned it. It is 
therefore hard to believe that Federation 
was a genuine issue. The real and the only 
vital issue before the country is the Hindu
Muslim question. With the two communi
ties at loggerheads as they are, only a fool 
or a fanatic would ever dream of the free
dom of the country. We are not unaware 
that since the dawn of the new Hindu 
ideology sponsored by the Mahasabha the 
old slogan that Hindu-Muslim unity and 
freedom are interchangeable expressions, 
has been relegated to the back-ground. 
But that is a mere delusion. No power on 
earth can take the country to the goal 
of freedom unless the two major com• 
munities both put their shoulders to the two 
wheels of the freedom movement, The ap
parent domination of the Cm~gress in some 
provinces need deceive no one, Real decisive 
power which lies in the military is still in 
tight grip of John Bull. The semblance of 
self-determination in the provinces with 
which he has parted is due to world con
ditions. And if any further instalment 
comes, that too would be the result of world 
conditions-not of any real strength in the 
freedom movement which, for Hindu-Mus
lim conflict, stands at the lowest ebb. The 
only vital issue with which is bound up the 
strength of the country and which alone 
can base the freedom movement on sure 
foundations is the communal unity. 
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In view of the fact that the country is 
just now torn by communal dissensions, 
one would have expected that if the election 
was to he at all fought, it would have been 
fought on the communal issue and a man 
best suited to bring about communal rap
prochement elected. Maulana J\bul Kalam 
would certainly have been the right man 
and failing him any other commanding in 
some measure at least the confidence of 
the Muslim community. But Subas Babu 
is a die-hard type of a Hindu and with him 
at the helm of the country's political strug
gle, God help the country I 

During Subas Babus' first term of office 
the communal situation deteriorated from 
bad to worse. During this second term, we 
are afraid, we have worse forebodings. 
The communal bark which is already 
tossing on the high waves of communal clash 
and conflict all over the country certainly 
needed a hand more sober and more 
sympathetic to pilot it in this stormy 
weather. 

M. Y. K. 

~otez & ~OtlltllClltZ 

Mahasabha on War Path 
The Working Committee of the Hindu Maha• 

sabha which met at Delhi on the 4th instant, with 
Mr. Savarkar in the chair adopted resolutions re
iterating the new-fangled creed that the Hindus 
alone form the nation in Hindustan, that the 
Mahasabha was the only national organization of 
India and calling upon the Hindus not to join the 
Congress but to join the Hindu Mahasabha. 
Needless to say this is a most dangerous creed and 
the surest way to a civil war. This should give 
food for thought to those who object to tbe for
mation of an organization like the Muslim League 
as communalism. Let these critics open their 
eyes to the hard realities of the Indian political 
situtation. The majority community unblushingly 
declares that eighty millions of Musalmans are no 
part of the Indian nation, that in this country 
which they describe as the land of the Hindus, the 
Musalmans must live only on sufferance, as a mere 
minority, To dismiss eighty millions of people as 
a minority is political sophistry. Their numbers 
alone entitle the Musalmans to be considered a 
nation by themselves, But considering on the top 
of it the fact that they constitute the bulk of the 
man-power of India, they constitute a mightier 
nation thanthe Hindus. We strongly deprecate this 
new ideology of the Mahasabha. We believe that 
in a united India in which the Hindus and Muslims 
should live as brothers, lies the only guarantee of 
a free and great India. If however, the fire-eaters 
of the M ahasabha are determined on pursuing the 
mad policy of founding a Hindu nation in India, 
they must bear in mind that it may turn out to be 

a bad bargain. If ever the communal question 
comes to be decided nt the arbiteration of the sword, 
the Musalmans stand a greater chance of seizing 
power. That, however, must be a mad course, as 
we have said, whether pursued by Hind us or 
Musalrnans. The future of India lies in healthy 
comradeship among the two great communities, 

M. Y, I{, 

TO ADVERTISERS ALL OVER THE 
WORLD 

GENTLEMEN, 

I beg to invite your attention to our 
weekly journal The Light, a paper which 
has a wide circulation in all parts of India 
as well as in most parts of the world abroad, 
especially among the upper educated classes. 
It has also a wide circulation among the 
students studying in different universities. 

As an experience we can say that adver
tisement in The Light is sure to catch some 
customers out of the vast sphere of the 
well-to-do people among whom it wields a 
special influence. A trial will convince you 
of what we say. 

A Schedule of the Rates of Advertise
ments:-

For ......... One 
page. 

11 page Quarter 
or one page or Quarter 

halt column. 
column. column. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Twelve months ... 420 250 150 85 

Six months ... 250 150 85 48 

Three months ... 150 85 48 28 

Four insertions ... 60 36 20 12 

Two insertions ... 36 20 12 7 

One insertion ... 20 12 1 4 

1. No contract can be entered Into for a space less than 
one quarter colmnn. 

2. Our office will take every possible care of hlooks, sent 
in connection with an advertiFement, 

8. AdvertisPment charge~ are strictly payable in adv11nce. 
4. Copies of the paper will be regularly RAnt to ad"ertisere. 
5. Objectionable advertisementf' will not be accepted. 
6. The ad,·ertis.ement charges are in no caFe f'bangeable. 

Ad,·ertising l\fannger, 
1'he Light, Labore, 

RIPON PRESS 
NEAT PRINTERS 

ENGLISH, OURMUKHI, URDU 
AND HINDI 

BULL R0.1\1>, LAHORR 
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IBN SAUD'S LETTER 
TO 

PRESIDENT OF AMERICA 

The u,,ml Quraa, Mecca, dated Friday, 
January 6,1939, gives the full text of H. M. 
Sultan lbn Saud's letter 'to President Roosevelt, 
protesting against the anti-Arab attitude of the 
United States as regards the Palestine problem. 

The following is a translation of its salient 
features: 

"From Abdul Aziz bin Abdur Rahman Al 
Faisel, King of Saudi Arabia, to the Hon'ble 
Mr. Franklin Roosevelt, President of the United 
States of America. 

DEAR S!R,-The reports of the American 
support to the Jewish claims to Palestine have been 
brought to our notice. This is against all our 
expectations of the American attitude, as the 
United States has always been well-known for its 
democracy, support of poor and struggling nations 
and help to just and noble causes. But it appears 
that as a result of extensive Jewish propaganda 
the American people and Government have been 
led astray in forming their attitude towards the 
Palestine question and in consequence thereof 
support Jewish suppression of Arabs as act an of 
humanity whereas in reality it is a flagrant injustice 
against a peace loving people. The American 
people have studied only one aspect, t1is., that of 
the Zionist claims, but have completely over• 
looked the Arabs' case. The result is that the 
great and liberty-loving American nation has 
identified itself against justice and truth. We are 
sure that when the American public is told the 
exact facts, they will whole-heartedly come to 
believe in the justice of the Arab case. 

Jewish Claims 

The chief argument of the Jews on which they 
.lay claim to Palestine is that the country is their 
ancient home and that they wish to return to it 
after centuries of dispossession throughout the 
world. They support this claim with the Balfour 
Declaration made by the British Government after 

the War. 

The so-called historical claim of the Jews 
cannot bear a full scrutiny. Palestine has through• 
out history remained a part of Arabia, peopled by 
the Arabic peoples, with the exception of two 
comparatively brief periods, when the Jews and 
the Romans respectively occupied the country. 

Even admitting that Palestine was for some time 
the hollle of the Jews, it is obvious that the 
country has remained for a longer period under 
the Arab,, Even when the Turl<s ruled over it, 
Palestine remained an integral part of Arnbia and 
the Arabs continued to regard it as such. They 
never regarded the Turks as foreigners and for the 
following reasons : 

0) The identity of religion, 
(2) Arab regarded themselves as part of the 

ruling Turkish nation, 
(3) Amb Autonomy in Arabic-speaking parts of 

the Empire. 

Why Arabs Joined War 
After explaining these points, His Majesty 

continues " When the Great War began the Arab 
people took the side of the Allies in the hope of 
gaining their independence and at the end of the 
\Var they believed they had achieved this for the 
following reasons (i) they had participated in the 
'War sacrificing life and property (ii) the British 
Government had promised them independence in 
a formal note (Sir Henry MacMohau's letter to 
Sherif Hussain) (iii) the American President 
\V'oodrow \Vilson had advised entry into the War 
to obtain right of self-determination for peoples 
(iv) the Allies had occupied Arab country in 
November 1918 in order, according to their official 
declaration, to obtain freedom and independence 
for the Arabs (v) President Wilson acknowledged 
the right of self-determination to Arabs in the 
declaration of 19 I 9 concerning the near East, 

Following the War all these promises were 
forgotten. The land of the Arabs was unjustly 
partitioned and unnatural frontiers were drawn. 
The country was sacrificed to imperialistic interests 
of the Allies and turned over to the Jews. Then 
it was revealed that England had issued the 
Balfour declaration in contradiction to her earlier 
promise to the Arabs and thus disposed of the 
country over which she no longer possessed juris• 
diction. It is impossible for Palestine to return to 
peace if there is determination to give land of the 
Arabs to a people, which in its art and way of 
living is totally different and if homeless groups 
from throughout the world are sent there. Pales• 
tine has already made great sacrifices to the Jewish 
problem and it is now up to those who possess 
endless tracts of territory to supply land... In 
concluding his letter King Ibn Saud urges the 
President and the American people to view the 
Palestine problem from an objective stand-point 
and not in the light of Jewish propaganda, 
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FIRST FIGHTER FOR INDIA'S FREEDOM 

Tippu Sultan's Death Anniversary at Srirangapatam 
(By A. J. Khaleel, Advoca1e, Bangalore) 

27th of Zikhaida is a very important date in 
the history of South India a;; thi~ was the unfor• 
tuuate day when the ho 1Jes of India to be a free 
nation were dashed to the ground. The lir,t 
Swarajist whn dreamt of a free India closed his 
eyes 011 the battle-field on account of treachery at 
home and conspiracy abroad. Tippu Sultan 
of revered memory was the first Indian who want• 
ed to rally round Indian forces under one common 
standard after the Great Moughal lost his hold. 
With an iron determination he wanted to uproot 
the rising tide of the foreign traders who under the 
guise of merchants were carving out a kingdom 
with a view to enslave India and keep it under 
bondage. As ill luck would have it Indians who 
had sold themselves for a me,s of pottage fought 
for them and Indian princes both Hindus and 
Muslims aided and abetted to nip in the bud 
the rising tide of Indian Nationalism. At home 
treachery of worst type practised by heads of 
departments who were at the helm of affairs and 
trusted by the prince betrayed their monarch. On 
a Friday after prayers when he was taking a ha;;ty 
meal news was brought to him that the first British 
soldier was on the rampart of the breached fort ; 
he went to the battle-field and waged war till the 
evening like a lion and died as a true martyr on the 
battle field. According to Quranic injunction we 
can not call these martyrs dead. The Quran says 
they are alive and their memory will be alway, 
green in the minds of people. 

Perhaps Tippu is the only king in the whole 
of India whose Urs is celebrated every year. 
This year it fell on the 19th day of J am1ary I 939. 
Thousands of Muslims rich and poor, educated 
and otherwise thronged to Ganjam where the 
Mart}'.r is buried to pay their homage to the Hero 
and to keep his memory green in their mind;,, 
They came perhaps to learn a lesson from him to 
live and die as he did for the greater glory of his 
country and religion like a free-man. 

Immediately after evening prayers a meeting 
was held under the chairmanship of J anab 

and more specially so at a time when a gr~up of 
pcmple were masquerading under the gu1,e of 
nationalists, and trying in the name of freedom to 
enslave their weaker neighbours and make them 
live as bond slaves for all time to come. 

After ten in the night the Mushaira began. 
Jana!> Mahmood Shariff proposed the name of 
Janab Mahvi Saheb, a very eminent poet of the 
day, to take the chair and conduct the proceedings 
of the Urdu Conference and of the t.Irtsliaira. 
i\foulana ;\lahvi Saheb after taking the chair 
explained the attempts which now-a-dars are 
being made by ccrlain peop1e against Urdu in 
favour of Hindi. tllr. Syed Sultan Mohiyuddin 
Bahmani, General Secretary of South India Muslim 
Youth Conference spoke on the subject and 
described how bankrupt the Hindi literature was 
when compared with Urdu. He was of opinion 
that any attempt to kill Urdu is next to madness 
as it has reached a stage from where it is difficult 
to pull it down. 

Many poets who had come from M ysore State, 
Hyderabad and Madras recited their potms which 
were composed for the occasion. About two 
thousand people attended the function and gave· 
their praise to the rising generation of poets and 
listened to their compositions. The proceedings 
terminated at about two in the morning after Mr. 
Mahmood Shariff thanked Moulana Saheb for 
conducting the proceedings of the Conference and 
the lllushaira. He also thanked the poets who 
had taken the trouble to come from distant places 
to recite their compositions. 

Darga authorities, more specially so Janab 
Abu Bakar, Assistant Commissioner of French 
Rocks and Chairman of the Darga is to be thanked 
for the attendon he had paid to details in arrange
ments to create facilities to thousands of pilgrims. 
Supply of pure filtered water was in abundance 
which was supplied to them through pipes. Police 
arrangements were quite good. 

Mahmood Shariff, B.A , LL.B., President, All 1--------------------
Myso're State Muslim League and thousands of 
Muslims listened to hi"m with rapt attention when 
he narrated the life history of the Hero who was 
the object of their pilgrimage to the place. After 
him Mr. A. J. Khaleel, B.A, B.L., General 
Secretary drew the attention of the audience 
to the underlying magnetic attraction which had 
brought them all together from distant parts, at 
great cost and personal inconvenience. He 
appealed to every Muslim to take a lesson from 
the dt:parted hero and work for the uplift of their 
country-men and the service of their country. This 
is the lesson he could ask them to take from him 

How to Help 
(t) Read the Light yourself and 

paH it on to your lriends. 

(1) Make your lrlends subaeribe. 

Manager. 
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CONTRIBUTION OF PROPHET 
MUHAMMAD TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF INDIA 

(BY A HINDU GIRL) 

In the life and teachings of every founder of 
religion we find something which may be called 
his peculiar contribution to the sum-total of moral 
and spiritual thought. If the great Gautam 
Buddha wa5 the di~coverer of Ahinsa (non
vtolence), if Jesus Christ gave the world the 
gospel of love and non resistance to evil, Hazrnt 
Muhammad, the founder of Islam was per excel
lence an apostle of human equality. 

The chronicles of Hazrat Muhammad's life 
are full of incidents showing that a sense of human 
equality and universal human sympathies was the 
key-note of his personality. From an orphan 
who had tasted much of the bitterness of life, he 
rose to be the King of Arabia. But never for one 
moment did his sense of humanity leave him. 
While wielding the authority of a king he lived the 
life of a hermit. To him all human beings were 
essentially one and he would allow no circum~ 
stance or viccissitude of life to blur that high 
vision. While a king he looked upon himself as 
nothing more than a common plain man. \Ve , 
are told he would patch his garment, mend his 
shoes and milk his goats. Nay, when the first 
mosque of Islam was being built at Medina, the 
Prophet worked as a common labourer with others 
and did his share of work. As regards his uni• 
versa) sympathies, it is recorded that when a 
Christian deputation called on him, he accommo• 
dated them right in his mosque and even allowed 
them to hold their worship there according to their 
own way. The dead body of a Jew was once 
being carried along for burial. \Vhen the bier 
passed by the Pr;:iphet, be at once rose to bis feet 
as a mark of respect. Some one present told him 
that it was only the dead body of a Jew. 
"What, if a Jew ?", retorted the Prophet. "Is 
not a Jew as much of a man as I and you?" 

To trace the influence of Hazrat Muhammad 
on the religious life and thought of India we must 
lay bold on this sense of one common universal 
humanity as the very key-note of bis personality. 
Mrs. Srojini Naidu, once paying her tribute to the 
Prophet observed-" Islam gave the world liberty, 
equality and fraternity long before these were 
discovered by the French Re~·olution." Mahatma 
Gandhi paid a tribute to the same distinctive 
feature of the Prophet's mission when he exhorted 
the Congress Ministries, on assuming the reins of 
government, to follow the simplicity of Abu Bakr 
and Umar, two intimate comrades of the 
Prophet. 

A religion of human equality such as this could 
not bnt make its influence felt wherever it went. 
Here in India, it w.as brought into impact with 
just the opposite religious outlook-an outlook 

which partitioned humanity into the water-tight 
compartments of castes. What the caste and its 
rigour,; mean is too well-known to us. Even 
to•day in this 20th century of enlightenment and 
with a personality like that of Mahatma Gandhi 
as a driving force behind it, the chains of caste 
,;till hold their own. Their rigour at the aclvent 
of Islam centuries since may well be imagined. 

It is here exactly, however, that we find traces 
of the impact of Islam with the indigenous culture 
of India. ln this land of Five Rh·er,; we find two 
eareat men launch a regular crusade against caste, 
the great Guru Bawa Nanak and later, Swami 
Dayanand Saraswati. Anyone who bas any· 
acquaintance with the comparative teachings of 
Muhammad and Guru Nanak cannot but mark 
at once the striking affinity between the two. The 
common humanity of all men, irre;;pective of caste 
or creed, birth or position, may be said to be the 
burden of Nanak's sweet teachings a5 much 
as of Islam. There is yet another striking 
resemblance between the two. Nanak repeatedly 
harps upon the theme that God is not the mono
poly of anyone people, that He may be found as 
much in the temple as in the mosque. This again• 
bas a distinctly Islamic ring about it; for Islam 
teaches that Divine light was vouchsafed to all 
people. And when coupled with this, one bears 
in mind that Guru Nanak was in intimate contact 
with some Muslim Sufi; all bis life, one cannot 
re::ist the conclusion that Islamic thought as to 
the equality of man and universality of Divine 
light must have made a very strong appeal to the 
mind of the Guru. 

Much later appears Swami Dayanand and 
wages a relentless war against caste and religious 
monopoly. 

In Bengal we find two great souls rise with the 
gospel of universal human brotherhood and uni• 
versality of Divine light- Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
and Keshab Chander Sen. Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy was a profound scholar of Persian and Arabic 
and be had intimate contact with Islam. 

Putting all these apparently isolated pheno
mena together, one cannot j11stlv resist the con
clu~ion that the ideas of human equality, and 
universality of f!eavenly light that we find take 
birth in the caste-ridden soil of India can only be 
traced to the impact of Islam. This then is the 
greatest contribution that the Prophet Muhammad 
has made to the enrichment of the religions 
thought and life of India-viz., the equality of 
man and universality of Divine light, 
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News of the Week 
Jinnah'a Me111age to Chamberlain 

Mr. Jinnah has sent the following telegram 
to Mr, Chamberlain in view of the Palestine 
Conference just 110 w being held in London : 

"The All-India Muslim League urges upon 
His MajeRty's Government to give representation 
to the Mtrnlim League on the PaleHtine Conference 
and concede the Palestine Arab;;' demands. 
Muslim India is awaiting most anxiously the re
sults. 

" I cannot by means of a telegram express 
adequately and impress the intensity of feeling 
prevailing throughout India. The failure of the 
Conference will be most disastrous throughout the 
Muslim world, resulting in great consequences. 
Trusting this earnest appeal will receive your 
serious consideration." 

Mr. Jinnah req11ests the variou, Provincial 
District and Primary Leagues to hold public 
meetings all over India on February 8 and ;;end 
similar telegrams to the Prime Mini,ter of Great 
Britain, He says he has issued instructions ac
cordingly.-(A.P.I.), 

killed and 25 wounded. The tension began over 
a false report that on the Id day two cows had 
been killed by Muslims near a Hindu well. 

Muslim Women's Divorce Bill 

Qazi M. A. Kazmi preqented to the Assembly 
to-day the Select Corninitt,,e's report on his Bill 
"to consolidate and clarify the provisions ofM uslirn 
law relating to suits for disRolution of marriage of 
women married under Muslim law and to remove 
doubts as to the dfect of the renunciation of !"lam 
by the married :\I u:')im woman on her marriage 
tie." 

The Cornrnittee has added a nmnber of n<:<w 
grounds for divorce, bringing it up to 19. One of 
the,;e is that "a woman, having been given in 
marriage by her father or other guardian before 
she attained the age of 17 years, repudiated the 
marriage before attaining the age of 19 years." 

The clause on apostacy, to which 5erious 
obje:tion was taken in the House during the dis
cus5ion on the Select Committee motion, has been 
altered a, follows: " The renunciation of !,lam 
by a married :\fuslini woman or her conver~ion to 
a faith other than Islam shall not by it,elf operate Palestine Day on Feb. 8 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S Suhrawardy, Secre
tary, the Bengal Provincial Muslim League, has 
issued the following appeal :-

! to dissolve her marriag-e, provided that the pro,·i
s1ons of this section shall not apply to a woman 
converted to Islam from some other faith who re
embraces her former f ,ith.'' 

i 
"Mr. M. A. Jinnah, has issued an appeal that ! 

Wednesday, the 8th of February be observed as 
All-India Palestine Day throughout the country 
and that huge meetings and processions be organis- , 
ed on that day, and resolutions supporting the ' 
Arab demand,; be discus~ed and passed and the 
solidarity of Muslim India with the United Arab 
Front be effectively demonstrated 

" Accordingly all Primary, Sub-divisional and 
District Muslim Leagues in Bengal should hold 
meetings and pas, resolutions and communicate 
their substance to the British Prime Minister. 

"The Arab demands are :-(1) Stopping fur
ther Jewish immigration into Palestine; (2) with- I 

drawal of the British Mandate from Palestine on a I 
treaty basis and (3) the establishment of a National 
Self-Government. However much we may 
sympathize with the Jews in their affliction we 
cannot support their demands for immigration into 
Palestine and establishing a Jewish Political State 
in that land. The rights of the Arabs and the 
Jews already living there should be adju,ted on a 
national basis and an Independent National Gov
ernment e~tabli~hed in Palestine and the British 
Mandate withdrawn at as early a date as possible." 

Riot in D. I. Khan 

o~ the 3rd instant, a Hindu Muslim riot took 
place in D. I. Khan (N.-W.F.P.) in which 9 were 

Bhai Parma Nanci, in a note of dissent, con
siders this clau,e redundant, bnt suggests that 
apostacy should be included among the grounds for 
divorce.-A.P. 

Mahatma on Islam 

The H,1rija11 reproduces Mahatma Gandhi's 
conversation with a Muslim friend. One question 
and answer nm thus :-

Q. Then do you cherish their (Muslims') 
culture as you would cherish your own Hindu 
culture? 

A. Of course, I do. I cannot do otherwise, 
as I believe Islam and other great religions to 
be as true as my own. India is the richer for 
the cultures that Islam and Christianity 
brought. I regard the present antagonism as a 
passing phase. 

.Q. Let me be plain. I do not believe in 
Akbar's dream. He aimed at fusing all 
religions into one and producing a new faith. 
Do you have some such aim? 

A. I do not know what Akbar dreamt. I 
do not aim at any fusion. Each religion has 
its own contribution to make to human evolu
tion. 1 regard the great faiths of the world 
as so many branches of a tree, each distinct 
from the other though having the same source. 

Printed by Sher Mohd. Akhtar at the Ripon Printing Press, Bull Road, Lahore and published 
b~· him from The Ught Office, Ahmadiyya Buildings, Lahore. Hon'y Editor :-M. Y. Khan. 
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