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PLACE OF SPIRITUAL VALUES 
IN 

OUR SYSTEM OF EDUCATION 

SECULARIZATION: LEGACY OF A DEAD PAST 
[Substance of a Lectilre by !.-Jr. Muhammad 

Yakub Khan at the Ce11tral Training College, 
Lahore, with Mr. G. C. Chatterji l.E.S., Princi• 
pal in the chair.] 

Allow me first of all to begin with a personal 
note. lt is a privilege to speak with Mr, 
Chatterji in the chair. It is however a disadvan• 
tage as well and I will tell you how, I happened 
to be present at one of the Extension Lectures 
arranged by the University at which Mr. Chatterji 
presided. In his presidential remarks he confi• 
dently told the audience that personally he liked, 
while he spoke, to have in the chair a president 
who knew nothing about the snbject and as such 
be unable to criticize his lecture. Keeping that in 
view I do not find myself very happily placed; 
for here is a President who knows far more of 
the snbject on which I venture to address you. 

You will be surprised however to know that I 
myself asked onr energetic Secretary, Mr. Safdar 
Ali when he approached me for this lecture, to 
get Mr. Chatterji to preside. [ did so because r 
k'new that the proper man - to speak on a qnestion 
like the one before ns, which is both delicate and 
intricate, is Mr. Chatterji himself. I was tempt• 
ed-his speeches are always a temptation-to 
hear him speak on the subject. The best way to 
ensure this, I thought, would be to try to put him 
in the chair. I am thns here, more to learn than 
to teach and with apologies to Mr. Chatterji for 
having placed this little trick on him, I wonld 
address myself to the topic in hand-the place 
of apiritual values in our edncational sy..stem, 

With regard to this snbject, I may at the 
very ontset say that I hold no brief for the sort 
of religion of which we in this country unfortun• 

tely have too bitter an experience. Religion that 
sends man at the throat of fellow-man is a misno
mer. The religious feeling is a force that should 
unify-rather than disintegrate, expand outlook 
and sympathies rather than cramp them. When 
therefore I plead for a place for spiritual values 
in our educationa,l system, I must begin with 
asking you to disabuse your minds on this point 
which is vital to this discussion. I have no such 
thing in mind. Just the other way about, I feel 
that if a truly spiritual tinge is imparted to our 
educati.:m, scenes such as are enacted in the name 
of religion may in course of time be eliminated 
from our public life. 

Nor must you misunderstand me to mean that 
I want our students to be converted into saints 
with long-drawn faces. That word, somehow, 
stinks into my nostrils. Blasphemous as it may 
look, I must say that I never feel so exasperated 
with a moderate sinner than with a so-called 
saint. The so-called saint suffers from a sense 
of superiority-complex, of self-glorification, 
which, to my mind, is the greatest of sins. Man, 
to my mind, is the highest goal of man's endea• 
vour. That must be the goal of all true 
edncation-the shaping and moulding of tme 
manhood. 

Onr schools and colleges must be the found• 
ries where the ore of hnman material that is put 
into our hands must be sifted, clarified, purified, 
refined and cast into the goodliest of hnman 
monlds. I need hardly labour this point, as it 
is a common platitnde with all educationists, 
that the aim of educatiou is to bring about the 
harmonions developmeut of all the faculties of 
man. 
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ln theory it iB all very well. When it come11 
to working ont the theory intn pr~ctice ho\\ever 
we fine\ that the development of facnlties that is 
clnimed for educRtion i~ n development neither ,if 
all the facnltio~ nor is it hnr.moniou,. The dove• 
lopment is so top-sided nnd lnp,y-tnrvy that "h,it 
we get as n finished prodnct of our ma~hiliery of 
education suffers from s1m1e very 11gly angularities 
and tacks some of the finest touches of trne 
hnmanity. 

Man was made in the image of God, we read 
in the scriptures. Our educational system tends 
to ignore, starve and atrophe this es,ential in~re• 
dient of the make-up of human personality, this 
image of God in man. Man, after nil, is no 
mere physical body. He is body nod soul, the 
two forming one organic whole. Of the two it 
is the soul that carries nbidin~ value, the hody 
being a mere passing show. Dust thot1 art, to 
dust returnest was not spoken of the soul. 

Now what is the place that this element of 
abiding value occupies in the system of our 
education? Why, we start with the very denial 
of this essential part of man when we label the 
whole of modern education as a secular affair 
The idea perhaps was the logical corrollary of 
the secularization of the conception of state. 
Whatever its origin, this is the legacy we have 
inherited from a medieval past with the result 
that humanity in man, that b(ightest gem of his 
personality, the higher and abiding nature, is 
smothered and strangulated from the very 
moment that the child steps into the temple of 
educaUon nod if after years of schooling, the 
higher seH still survives in him, it is in spite of 
our educational system that it does so. 

I have referred to the origin of our secular 
conception of education as " medieval " past in 
a special sense. It is '' medieval " in the $ense 
that it was a reaction against the state of things 
that prevailed in the Middle Ages when under 
the ini!uence of false notions of religion, the 

A5 matt delved into the my$terics of Nature 
subjngated h,,r forces 1md harnessed them to h,; 
O\\ n ~ervice, he "wa~ flushed with a sen~e of false 
pride nnd •df.~ufficiency. Like a cockerel on 
a dunghill he gtrutted on earth• proclaiming, as it 
w~re, that he ':''as the maHer of all he surveyed. 
Like the frog 1n the fal,J,,, he thonght his pond 
of little knowledge of !Iii$ 11niverse to be all in 
all, for,;etting that guod old adage that there 
are more things in heaven and earth than our 
little philosophy can dream of. 

Science has already outgrown that fit of 
temporary insanity. With e~ery new vista that 
opens np in the hidden realm of the Great Mys. 
tery that en"clopes this universe, science stands 
with its month wide agape. 1he smallest atom 
when eicplored, is found to contain a wealth 
of mysteries, proclaiming a workmanship that 
can 01ily leave us wonder and wonder. Modern 
science is certainly much chastened and snbdued 
in spirit, It is conscious of some Great Mysteri
ous; Power at the heart of existence. If it can 
not get at this heart of existence it now frankly 
pnts it down to its own limitations of equipment. 
As one leading scientist has put it, it is difficult 
to prove the existence of God but it is more 
diflk u It still to deny it. 

I feel it is tfme we set a bot1t re-setting our 
educational house in order in the light o{ this 
new scientif.c attitude on life. Science has out
grown its infaotile conditions ; our educational 
system, however, is still er.cumbered with the 
legacy of that crude attitude After all, we 
have the crop that has ~rown out of the seeds 
of secularization of life, before our eves. Plac
fog all the emphasis on the bcdy-values of 
human Hie, western civilization has let loose on 
humanity a whole crop of dragons, sorrow and 
suffering, death and destruction following in 
their wake wherever they stalk. It was not 
for nothing that a prominent Indian leader des
cribed this civilization as Satanic. 

spirit of free scientific enquiry was considered A$ a vivid instance of the vast difference 
taboo. With the dawn of the scientific era set between the relative values of the secnlarized 
in a reaction and as is the case with every reac• 11nd spirit ualized outlooks on life, we must titke 
tion the pendulum swung to the other extreme. a comparative view of the products of the two 
The tables were turned. Science paid religion outlooks. As was said of old, by their fruit! 
back in its own coin. It had the good grace not shall ye know them, let us compare the fruit& 
to start a crusade against religion as had been of each. What is the fruit of the secular out• 
don_e by religion in its day against science. It look ? The gun, the machine gun, the long• 
nevertheless went to the other and quite under- range gun, the tauk, the dreadnought, the sub
standable extreme of pronouncing a taboo against marine, the torpedoe, the bomber and-a host of 
teligion. That, so for as my knowledge goes, is such like machines of destruction. The human 
the origin of the gecularization of the entire type this outlook bas given birth to rnay be seen 
outlook of man. Secularization came in every iu the so-called dictators of the West who are 
department of human life. The state was secu• destitute of all human feelings, whose ruthless• 
larized, education was secularized, the whole ness is simply monstrous. Contrast to these 
life of man was given a secular turn. Man's another type, the product of the spiritualized 
gaze was pioned to the earth, shutting out, pet• outlook. When the Congress took the minis
haps mlconsciously all light of n higher ultra• terial saddle in seven Provinces, Mahatma. 
tel'fe$trial life. The cry of the Kingdom of God, Gandhi issued a warning to the Ministers. 
the sweet dream ot the evangalist was drowned He reminded them that so far they had been 
in the dust and din, tJie bustle and hurry with lighters of freedom and given to a me of simpli• 
which sci1;nce and i-ts progeny, the m11chine city; even austerity. In the hour of their power 
cmti~tion, filled this planet. I when they held the refos of Government they 

The tlcientitic era had a. oligbtillg effect on were likely tt1 relax th-0se standatds of life. He 
the soul•values of life in another way as well. (SU page 7) 
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The Light: A Fortnightly 
We have to announce with deep regret 

that it has been decided by the Anjuman 
that in view of the abnormal rise in the 
cost of paper and printing, The Light shall 
henceforth cease to be a Weekly and shall 
appear as a Fortnightly till the termination 
of the War. The subscription will remain 
unchanged. 

While intimating this fact to the sub
scribers and the readers, we need hardly 
add that we are greatly sorry that it should 
have been necessary to take such a step. 
And this for many reasons, 

First of all The Light is the only 
Muslim paper in English throughout the 
country that is devoted exclusively to the 
cause of Islam as •a faith and culture. 
That cause, as we all know, is a forlorn 
cause, in spite of the fact that there 
are ten million Muslims in India. This 
partial disappearance of Tlie Light from 
the scene amounts to a serious blow to that 
cause and no one who is anxious to see 
the light of Islam shine with greater and 
greater resplendence from day to day can 
view this with equanimity. 

This is reason No. 1. Then there is 
another and a greater reason. India just 
now presents the spectacle of an arena in 
which faith is pitched against faith and 
culture against culture for all-India domin
ation. Tlie Light is the only effective voice 
on behalf of the faith and culture of Islam. 
The need of the hour was that this voice 
should have been strengthened. Islam is 
passing through a crisis just now. Hordes 
of hostile forces are out to submerge it. 
It is a matter of great regret that just at 
this moment, we should have found our
selves forced to strangulate this lone voice 
on behalf of Islam. Time is that we should 
and stake our all to save the honour, in 
fact, the very life of Islam. It is therefore 
with 110 small pain that we find ourselves 
driven to this lowering of the standard of 
Islam which the reduction of The Light to 
a Fornightly a._mounts to. A lover of Islam 
-would see that just at this time when the 
horizon for Islam is gloomy and threatening 
this flag of Islam should have been flown 
top-most. 

For the la·st twenty years The Light has 
been holding this banner aloft showing its 
manifold folds in all the richness of their 
beauty. To let this banner down now 
and leave it in the lurch when hostile forces 
are up against it must needs be a most 
irksome step to us. We must confess, in 
doing so, we have on us the feeling of a 
soldier who takes to his heels at the sight of 
the foe. 

Last but not least, the whole world
social structure has been thrown into the 
melting pot. Human soul, in the anguish 
of an agony never experienced before, is 
crying for a balm. Cries of a New World 
Order are in the air the world over. We 
know as surely as we pen these lines that 
Islam alone is that balm and that World 
Order for which humanity is pining. It is 
just the time when this healing balm should 
have been taken to every nook and corner 
of the world. It is just the time when the 
voice of Islam should resound and resound 
with a force, insistency and persistency 
the world over as to make it sink into the 
torn and bleeding heart of humanity. But 
just at this time when Islam's voice is 
needed to shape and mould the coming 
Order it is a pity that we should have found 
ourselves forced to this retrograde step. 

But it is money that makes the mare go. 
The price of paper has gone up so high as to 
be beyond the means of the Anjuman. 
The Anjuman finds itself unable to run The 
Light as a weekly paper. Hut we wish to 
put a straight question to those readers of 
The Light who have any faith in the high 
destiny of Islam and who feel in their heart 
of hearts that this paper has been a real 
force towards hastening that great destiny
we put them the straight question : Is 
Islam the monopoly of this Anjuman alone? 
Is it not their concern just the same ? If 
the Anjuman's resources cannot cope with 
this extra expenditure, why cannot come 
forward and shoulder this responsibility ? 
If one soldier falls, it is the duty of the 
other to jump in and fill up the breach. 

After all it is a question of a paltry 
sum-just a thousand or so. It will be a 
tragedy if we allow a national organ like 
The Light to be crippled for a mean 
sum like this. If that happens, take it 
from us, Muslim community must be a 
doomed community. A community which 
has not the guts to run a mere 8-page 
weekly has no right to exist as a community. 
We are sure there are friends in The Light 
circle who can meet this expense single
handed. 
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Propagation of Islam in Indian States 
MUSLIM STATES CONFERENCE TO TAKE IT UP 

Mr. S. M. Fossil writf'.S from i\ladras :-
I find from The U!fhl dated 1st Dece

mber 1941 that the Mt1slims of Chamba State 
do not enjoy tho freedom of propagating their 
faith and that Maulvi Sadrndd in Sahib inter• 
viewed the President of the Council of Adminis• 
tration and urged on him the desirability and 
the necessity of removing the ban. It appears 
that this ban ha~ been placed only on Muslim 
missionaries whereas the missionaries of other 
faiths enjoy the freedom to propagate their 
respective religions. This is unfair and unjust. 
Musalmans are as much the citizens of Chamba 
as the adherents of other religions. Then why 
this invidious distinction ? This smacks of 
medirevalism. During the Medireval Ages there 
was a double standard of citizenship in Chqstian 
Europe, Christians enjoyed certain rights of 
citizenship which were denied to their non• 
Christian fellow,citizens. One of the primary 
rights of citizenship is the freedom to practise 
and propagate one's· faith consistent of course 
with the accepted canons of public decency and 
morality. I am sure not merely Muslims but 
all lovers of civil and religions Ii berty will co• 
operate in removing this relic of medirevalism 
from Chamba State. 

I find that Lieut Col. H. S. Strong is the 
President of the Council of Administration. As 
a good Christian he should do unto others what 
he would others do unto him. How will he feel 
if a Muslim State places Christianity under 
interdict? 

In India there are Hindu States and Muslim 
States. There is no Muslim State in this 
country where there is no perfect religious free• 
dom. Sometime back in Hyderabad the Arya• 
samajists started Satyagraha to achieve religious 
freedom. Impartial inquiries have revealed that 
nnder the benign and enlightened rule of 
H. E. H. the Nizam there is not only religious 
freedom but that the Government maintains the 
balance of Justice and Equity evenly between 
all classes and sections of its subjects. Very 
often in the guise of religions propaganda sub
versive political activities are carried on. Dr. 
Johnson once remarked " Patriotism is the last 
Tefuge of a scoundrel." It may not be wrong 
to say that religion is the last refuge of some 
scoundrels. As one who is fairly well conver
sant with tbe conditions in Hyderabad, I can say 
without the least fear of contradiction that what 
the A,:yasamajists asked for was not freedom to 
practise and propagate their faith but freedom 
to fulminate against the Government and foment 
disaffection between the Hindus and Muslims. 
The primary duty af a Government is the 
maintenance of peace. Without peace the 
freedom to practise and propagate one's religion 

is of no avail. 1·he activities of the Aryasam• 
jists endiingered public peace nnd it became 
necessary to place certain restrictions on them, 
The fact that the vast bulk of the Hindu sub
jects of the Nizan1 stood by the Government 
shows that its orders were not aimed against 
any particular religion but against the disturbers 
of peace. Are the Muslim missionaries in 
Chamba such a dangerous lot that they should 
be muzzled? Maulana Abdul Haq Vidyarthi is 
very mild and meek. He has never dabbled in 
politics. Why should such a man have been 
gagged? 

It is strange that in reply to Maulvi Sadrud
din Sahib, Lieut. Col. Strong is reported to 
have said that even before he assumed charge of 
the president ship of the Council of Ad min istra
tion, there was a ban on the propagation of 
Islam. He could not take shelter under this. 
The question is whether there was any justifica• 
tion for it then or whether there is any jnsti• 
fication for it now. If Mr. Strong feels that the 
ban is unjustifiable why should it not be lifted? 
Is he following the foot-steps of his predecessors 
in everything, with meticulous care without 
making the least departure. An administration 
is not a static thing. It is dynamic. If every 
administrator wants to maintain the status quo, 
no progress will be possible. \Vhatever con
siderations or lack of them, weighed with his 
predecessor iu placing a ban on the propagation 
of Islam in Chamba, it is the duty of the pre·• 
sent incumbent to undo the wrong done to the 
Muslim subjects of that State. The fact that 
Maulvi Sadrnddin Sahib went to Chamba to 
intercede on behalf of the Muslims there, shows 
that a principle is involved in this bau. This 
matter cannot and should uot be dismi;:sed as a 
local oue. lt concerns the ninety million Mus• 
lims of this country. 

I understand that there are some other 
States also where Muslims are smarting under 
many disabilities. Their brethren in British 
India are ignorant of what is happening in 
Indian States. But for the publication of the 
report in The Light, Muslims outside that tiny 
state would not have known of the ban on the 
propagation of Islam there. May I therefore 
suggest that the readers of The Light who I 
know are scattered throughout the length and 
breadth of this vast sub-continent should collect 
information regarding the religious disabilities of 
Muslims in Indian States and pass it on to the 
Editor of The Light for p,1blication ? May I 
also suggest that the Working Ccmmittee of the 
States Muslims' Conference should devote its 
attention to the question of religious freedom in 
Indian States, with particular reference to Mus• 
lims. The price of freedom is eternal vigilance. 
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PROPHET OF ISLAM AND HITLER 
I wish the late Lord Lothian could have 

access to authentic· books about the Prophet of 
Arabia before expressing his' free opinion • when 
bracketing Hitler with the Prophet, If the 
innocent Lord, as he appears to be in his reply, 
had cared to go through the Holy Quran corn• 
mented even by an interested missionary of 
his own faith, he would have been saved 
from being a victim to such an erroneous con
clusion. 

A few illustrations will reveal the truth of 
this statement of ours. 

The Holy Prophet did invite the Kings for a 
type of League of Nations on the fundamental 
principle of worshipping God alone and of not 
associating any body else, however eminent, with 
Him. 

This indeed is very different from the rule 
of an individual or of a few as the free•thinker 
in his Lordship tried to prove. 

It is a travesty of facts and a curse of this 
age that people, without caring to know facts, 
take pride in arriving at conclusions of a far• 
reaching effect which betray nothing but their 
lack of knowledge or a biased mind. The Pro
phet would face the world Jewry in saving the 
honour of Christ by calling him ,,_;_,. c,; 
(Sacred Soul from God). Yet the so•called 
followers of the Christ would use the same 
weapon to thrust it in the back of the Prophet,
a height of ingratitude indeed. Makka, the first 
house of God, was no doubt, made free for the 
worshippers of God, but with strict injunctions 
that not a single drop of blood should be spilt. 
Is this Hitler-like ? Nay, even when Khalid 
forced by considerations of self-defence had to 
engage the ene.mies of God at one point he was 
severely called to account so much so that the 
followers were led to think that the Prophet was 
hard on them for the sake of enemies. Certain• 
ly this is Muhammad•like. Hitler is said to be 
strewing earth with human bodies and running 
his tanks from over them,-Muhammad is care
fol not to shed a drop of blood and yet there 
are people who take pleasure in comparing 
Muhammad with Hitler, What a sense of 
justice I Muhammad at the height of his glory 
was heard to say " This day I trample under my 
feet all distinctions between man and man and 
all hatred between man and man " He forgives 
all blood revenges due to his own tribe and 
makes the lives of people sacred nnto one 
another. At the height of his domination be 
proclaims that there is no superiority of 
Arabs over non-Arabs. Compared with these 
jewels, the Mein Ramp/ is surely not only pig my 
hut a blasphemy wherein all superiority is 
attributed to Hitler's chosen few ; but alas l there 
are people who will not care to know the facts 
of History. 

Through the pages of the Quran, Muhammad 
is seen creating a new standard or a test stone 
for determining the superiority of man which 
nullifies all standards prevailing in Europe of 

which the so-called dictators are the product. 
Muhammad calls the people of the world as 
sons and daughters of the same parents, the 
apparent division being only for recognition and 
regards good deeds and high character as the 
only royal road for man's superiority. Com• 
pared with this impartial and fair rule for hnman 
achievement, our respected Lord would find 
little material in his own colour•bar•ridden 
societ)· which has divided humanity into distinct 
compartments !mch as those of the House of 
Lords and the House of Commons. The follow• 
eri< of Muhammad cannot help laughing at the 
perverted mentality of our so-called civiliz, 
ed European brethren when they hear them 
talk about blue blood and find them attaching 
undue importance to the lives of Europeans. So 
this is what Europe has produced. Indeed, it 
yet needs bending knees before the followers of 
Muhammad who can surely teach valuable 
lessons of life to the people of Europe just as 
they once did to their fore-fathers in the Uni
versities of Granada and Cordova. 

Earth has been made a hell due to the greed of 
some of the advanced nations of Europe. ff Lord 
Lothian's countrymen and Hitler care to turn it 
into heaven they need to hear Muhammad through 
the pages of the Quran, wherein it has been 
proclaimed 7 1S:.:.:J1 _..s~I (Abundance of wealth 
has made you forgetful). Muhammad wonld 
lay a tax called Zakat for distribution of excess 
wealth among the poor regardless of religion. 
This act is to be repeated every year so that in 
the society of Muhammad, there can be no 
' lock-outs' in factories and no .l:!olshevism, etc. 
Muhammad would distribute property in a 
manner wherein it will be impossible to divide 
people into Lords and Commons and even make 
the weaker sex heir to the property of her
parents and near relatives, a justice the sense of 
which has just dawned on the Europeans. 
Muhammad would shun interest to stop the 
Creation ot Shylock mentality in his society ; 
but Europe is still a victim of that curse. 

Considering the present day aggrandisement 
of the powers that be with what Muhammad has 
done, say for justice sake, for truth's sake and 
for the sake of all that is dear to you, if Hitler 
or any-body else can be compared to this moun
tain of humanity. (Open your eyes, O I people 
of conscience). 

Muhammad leads a life of self-sacrifice for-
13 long years. When however people hearken 
to his call and he becomes an uncrowned king, 
do you find any warder at his gate ? Do you 
even see a cushion in his bed ? Do you find 
even sufficient food-stuff in his hut? Do you 
find even a maid-servant for his beloved dangh• 
ter ? Do you find any ornament for his better 
halves? If not, for the sake of decency and 
common sense do not hesitate to declare 
Muhammad devoid of greed of all kinde 
Muhammad's noble mission was to bring- the 
people of the earth to one single rule and that 
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rule was the rule of God. Read in the Qurun 
that those under the rule of Muhammad say 
AA?-• ..:Ill O'" .:,-"-I o-- , "'111 6-.,.,e-.,. (" We have 
been dyed in the colour of God and which 
colour is better than the colour of God"?) Read 
the charter given by Muhammad to the Chris
tians of Najran. Read the charter giveD by 
Umar to the Christians of Jerusalem. Read 
the charter given by Khalid to the peoplt• of 
Damascus, Is not the domination of Gud 
through Muhammad a blessing to humanity ? 
How can you compare that domination to your 
low domination of greed and aggrandisement. 
Alas, the world is blind. 1 know you will be sur
prised to hear the Quran saying that Muhammad's 
men are enjoined to sacrifice their life for the pro
tection of your Churches and monasteries and 
all those places where God's name is mnch 
remembered. Do you yet dare to say that 
Muhammad came to establish his rule and not 
God's rule? 

So long as there is aggression and there are 
greedy people like Hitler in the world, God's rule 
will surely not allow things which disturb public 
peace and will not turn its back on such forces 
such as yours; but the ways of God are mysteri
ous and Europe needs yet to unravell its secret 
workings. 

Muhammad's successors would go miles on 
foot teaching the Commander of his forces not 
to molest a non-combatant, not to touch 
a woman or a minor, not to disturb the priests. 
not to cut even a green tree or let the army 
pass through standing crops. • Avoid warfare,' 
he would say 'so far as possible ; make peace as 
soon as the back of aggression is broken. Do 
not let the enemy fall to your feet, honour his 
dignity although defeated.' Compare this state 
of warfare with the present•day civilized warfare 
and say if Muhammad's warfares were not a bless• 
ing in disguise ? Do you see any bombing of 
womeu and children and priests in Muhammad's 
wars? Do you see any property or Churches or 
crops hurnt to ashes? Do you see any non-comba• 
tants killed by shooting ? On the other hand, 
do you not have eyes to see Muhammad's assa
sins being forgiven at Makka one and all, 
and not e~en a harsh word for all their deeds ? 
Have you not read __.. .. ~I ~ ~.? ¥ (To
day for you there is no rebuke) ? Have you 
not seen Abu Sufyan, one of the deadliest ene
mies of the Prophet raised in the estimation 
of the public by the Prophet's announcement 
that his house was to be the place of refoge for 
the people of Makka ? Do you not see Prophet 
embracing his enemy Akrama when the latter 
comes seeking his mercy ? Do you not see the 
Prophet forgiving the murderer of his own preg
nant daughter ? 

If all these facts are still unknown to you, 
please do not proceed to pass remarks on the 
personality much above the range of your intelli-
1ence and comprehension. I wish Enrope could 
open her eyes and see things as they are and 
not what her interested missionaries have told 
b•• 

• A Lovaa 011' TRUTH.' 

(Cot1tinued from j,age 3) 

Free nations are not free for nothing. 
They are ever ready to pay the price of 
freedom. The free people of the world are 
just now going through a veritable hell to 
protect their freedom. Love means sacri
fice. Surely, we must not allow this 
breach in the citadel of Islam which the 
crippling of Light means, to remain, if we 

1 
put Islam before all else. 

And where are youth of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement who claim to have put religion 
before the world? It will mean a stigma on 
their name that they could not keep an 
8-page weekly running when Islam was 
passing through a most crucial stage of its 
history and called for a vigorous stand. 
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Place of Spiritual Values id Our System 
of Education. 

(Continued fromj,age 2) 

remindecl them that to obviate such a lapse 
they must keep before their eyes the example 
of Abu Bakr and Umar who, in spite of being 
kings, lived a life of simplicity and service. 
'!'his homage to these two great Caliphii of 
Islam was well deserved. They wielded kingly 
authority but lived the life of the commonest 
citizen. Service was their ovly title to the 
rulership which was regarded by them as a 
sacred trust. Abu Bakr drew just a pittance 
from the state treasury as subsistance allowance, 
about annas 8 a day. His wife saved a little 
and with the saving added a piece of furniture 
to the household. When the Caliph came to 
know about it, he cut down the allowance by 
the amount of the sa,·ing. They could do with 
so much less, he said. Umar would go round 
the streets at night to find out the weal and woe 
of his people, One night he heard cries of 
children coming from inside a house. On 
entering he found a mother sitting by fire•side 
with her children. On enquiry the mother told 
him that there was nothing in the house. The 
children were hungry. In order just to while 
them away, she had kept the kettle on fire with 
nothing but water. Umar was stung to the 
quick. He went straight to his house, quite a 
good few miles and lifted a whole bag of fiour 
to carry to the family. A domestic servant 
offered to do the job for him. "You will not 
carry my burden on the Day of Judgment "
replied the Caliph and carried the bag on his 
own back to the starving family. This is the 
fruit of the spiritualized outlook, on life as con• 
trasted to the secularised outlook, exemplified 
by fruit like Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini and other 
European statesmen, all ruthlessly callous in 
their dealings with humanity. 

Every social problem is in the last analysis 
a problem of education. He must be a poor edu
cationist who stands indifferent and listless while 
the drama of life goes on around him. Educa
tion must keep pace with the march of life. 
In fact, it must walk ahead directing the current 
of life. One system of education, the western 
system founded on a secular conception of life 
has had its run. It has blown humanity no 
good wind. It has given greed, oppression, 
exploitation, a recurring war-fare with all its 
horrors, carnage and bloodshed. It is due, 
ultimately, to that false outlook on life that 
humanity knows no peace and is lying torn and 
bleeding Already from the West herself has 
arisen the cry for a better New World Order. 

This New World Order can be founded onJy 
on the ashes of the old order based on seculari
zation. Secularization of life must go, if 
human civilization is to be saved. Seculariza
tion is a partial view of life and hence a false 
view. For a cor~ect view we must have the 
whole of the picture before us. What is that 
picture ? It is this: There is a great noo• 

material back-ground of which this brief span 
of material existence is just a passing projection 
-a back-ground from which it springs, in which 
it is rooted and into which it is to merge. 
This is the whole picture and if education is to 
deal with the whole of man, it cannot ignore 
this back-ground of the picture, 

I would call this a totalitarian view of educa
tion in the sense that it should tackle the prob• 
lem of man by taking into account the values 
of his life in their totality. Partition of life 
into compartments is both unscientific and 
deleterious to social health. There is already 
awakening to this great fact of life and a ten• 
dency to base life and its problems on a wider 
and wider conception of life. Such principles 
as indivisibility of economic prosperity, indivis
ibility of war and peace are already 
in the air. They nll indicate that no human 
problem can be correctly and successfully 
resolved unless viewed and tackled against the 
background of humanity in its totality. This 
is a step in the right direction but a half-way 
house. The totality of the stntesman and econo
mist is itself a partial affair, taking only the 
limited span of material existence into account. 
There is a higher totality-the blending of the 
material manifestation of life with its non
material background. The material and non
material aspects are the two sides of the same 
picture and the principle of indivisibility must 
be pushed furtheron to cover this ground as 
well, if a correct assessment of the various values 
of life has to be made. 

It is up to India to give the lead in this 
direction. The West is supremely incapable of 
the task notwithstanding its yearning for a 
New World Order. It has only one eye sharp• 
ened-the materialistic eye. Its eye of the 
spirit is blind. India with her rich, spiritual 
heritage is pre-eminently the country which, 
should show the way towards the New Order. 

You may perhaps be impatient with me for 
talking to you on New Order and things of 
that kind and have told you nothing about the 
place of spiritual values in our educational 
system. As I have already said, education is an 
essentially human probl~m. co.extensive with 
the entire range of human life and mnst he 
based on a correct, comprehensive view of that 
life. I have, to the best of my light, shown 
that the time has come to give a reorientation 
to our system of education based on a purely 
secular conception of life. A leaven of spiritnal 
values must now be imparted to education in 
our schools and colleges. 

This is no place for a cut-and-dried scheme. 
I may attempt just a rough outline of what I 
have in my mind. Instead of lionising such 
characters in history as Napoleon, Scott, Edison, 
why cannot we give the place of honour in our 
studies to snch figures in history as Christ and 
Krishna, Gautam Bnddha, Moses and Muhammad, 
Nanak and Kabir. I would have the life-stories 
of these spiritual lnminaries in one volume and 
put a copy in the hands of every school boy. 
I would have selection& from the Gita, the 
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Gospels, the Quran and the Granth 8ahib, before lRaac was promised (vide Genesis 
compiled into one volume and a copy placed in 17: 7-19). In the verses 18-21 quoted above 

hand of every boy, as patt of the prescribed no distinction has been made temporal and 
courses. I would find ways and means to im• spiritual blessing. Blessing includes both 
press on our youth mind the common universal temporal and spiritual prosperity. Rather, the 
Fatherhood of God and brotnerhood of man. word ' blessing ' has been applied to Ishmael only 
I would teach the Hindu boys that the Musal• in the above verses. What was God's response 
mans are as much the children of God as they. to A bra ham's cries' 0 that Ishmael might live 
I would teach the Muslim boys that they alone before thee ? ' God's answer was " as for Ismael, 
are not the chosen people of God, that God is I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him 
interested in all of His children alike and like " Did Ishmael live before God ? Yes, 
his air and sunshine and rain that know no corn- "God heard the voice of the lad (Ishmael)." 
munal or caste distinctions, His blessings go to i (Genesis 21 : 17). "And God was with the lad 
all alike. l would implant in their tender i (Ishmael)" (Genesis, 21 : 20), These verses go 
minds the idea that there is a God who has I to show thnt Ishmael lived before God. It is 
created us, and that we shall reap the reward \ strange that in the Revised Version of the Bible, 
of what we do in this life. I would inculcate the Verse 19 of Genesis 17 runs thus-" 19. And 
in them hatred of untruth, injustice, bad habits. God said, Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall bear 
I would extol simple living and high thinking. thee a son ........ after him." That is, the word 

1 am afraid I have lapsed into a strain, as 'Nay' has been inserted probably to signify that 
if I were a dictator. I almost forgot that I am God refused to accept Abraham's prayer about 
part and parcel of a wooden machinery which Ishmael ar.d thus Ishmael was excluded from the 
fights shy of reform, and if it ever makes up its participation in the covenant. Even the Revised 
mind to go a little ahead, it moves at a snail's I Version, as it is, shows that Abraham's prayer 
pace in this fast moving world. I am sure, how• was accepted in the 20th Verse ; and the inser• 
ever, that when India has got a truly national tion of the word 'Nay ' to signify negation 
Government of her own, the first thing that \ makes the sense ridiculous. 
Government. would do would ~e to scrap_ the The fact seems to be this; that Abraham had 
whole of th:s ;"orn-ou~ educattona~ machmery only son Ishmael by his second wife Hagar at 
and revolu_t1ou1ze national ed~cat1on. I only I his age of l:l6 years; and at his 100 years of age, 
hope t~at if and. when that. time comes, the ' he received divine promise of a son named Isaac 
r~volutton of n at1_onal educati~n. may take the by his first wife Sarah at her old age of 90 years. 
lme I have _outlined an~ spmtual valu:s of As an old man, Abraham was surprised and 
life m~y be given an effective,, eveu a dommant puzzled as to how the two sons by t1vo different 
place tn the scheme of edl1cat1on. wives would live together in peace, when the 

ISHMAEL AND ISAAC everlasting covenant had already been declared 
After quoting Genesis 17 : 18-21, a Christian with him aud with his seed after him, after the 

paper of Calcutta The Epiphany : dated 20th birth of Ishmael. So Abraham prayed to God 
December, 1941 has come to the couclusion that, 1 ' 0 that Ishmael might live before thee' and 
"although God certainly did promise a large received assurance from God that he need not be 
temporal blessing to Ishmael. He expressly anxious for the welfare of Ishmael who had 
excluded him from the spiritrtal blessing, the already been blessed both temporal and spiritual; 
covenant, which He reserved for Isaac." Let us and that he should not be anxious for his would
see how far this conclusion is correct. The be son Isaac who would not be excluded from 
Authorised Version of the Bible contains the the " everlastiug covenant." \Vhile promising 
passages-

" , 8. And Abraham said unto God, 0 that 
Ishmael might live before thee! 19. And I 
God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son : 
indeed, and thou shalt call his name Isaac; and 
I will establish my covenant with him for an 
ever lasting covenant, and with his seed after 
him. 20. And as for Ishmael, I have heard 
thee ; Behold, l have blessed him, aud l will 
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceed
ingly ; twelve princes shall he beg et; aud I will 
make him a great nation. 21. But my cove
nant wiII I establish with Isaac, which Sarah 
shall bear thee at this set time in the next year." 
(Genesis Ch. 17). 

Now, what was this everlasting covenant? 
The next six verses show that Abraham there• 
npon bad himself, his son Ishmael and his 
malt: followers circumcised. Thus this was 
the covenant of circumc1s1on which was 
declared to be " an everlasting covenant " even, 

Isa-ac to Abraham, God had said " l will give 
thee a son also of her (Sarah)'' (Genesis, 17 : 16.) 
The word 'also' in the verse signifies that the 
would-be son was to be in addition to his first
born Ishmael. To make Abraham assured, God 
has twice mentioned the establishmeut of the 
covenant with Isaac in the Verses 19 and 21 of 
Genesis 17. Thus Genesis, 17 : 18·21 does not 
meau to exclude Ishmael from the spiritual 
blessing of the covenant of circumcision, rather 
it has emphasised the inclusion of Isaac in the 
covenant with Ishmael. Both Ishmael and Isaac 
were to be equally blessed. 

The rite of circnmcision, in later years, was 
continued by the Arabs, following Ishmael's 
example, to the generation of Muhammad. It 
is still an integral part of Islam. All males. 
entering the fold of Islam, observe the covenant 
of Abraham declared in Genesis, 17: 7•14 to be 
an everlasting covenant. 
CUTTACK: SH, GHULAM GHAWS. 
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