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SOME INTERESTING QUESTIONS RAISED 
TRUTH-SEEKERS FRRTERNIT"('.$ DIFFICULTIE.$ 

The Problem of Evil 

(By Mr. S. M. Fossil) 

[Whtie presenting these interesting questions and in\'iling expression of views on the same, we add within 
brackets our own comments on each one of the points raised.-Edt/01·.) 

Under the auspices of the Truth Seekers 
Fraternity a meeting was recently held at the 
Royapettah Y.M.C.A .• Madras, when Mr. Ernest 
Kirk, editor of Life initiated a discussion on the 
problem of evil. The ,meeting was thoroughly 
representative. Hindus, Muslims, Christians, 
Parsees, Brahmins, Atheists and others took 
part. The discussion was frank and free. I 
give below a summary of the views expressed 
by those who participated in the discussion in 
the hope that you will not only enlighten the 
readers of The LiRht with your own views on 
the snbject but also invite the views of your 
readers. The subject is as old as humanity 
itself and a great deal has been written and 
spoken on it. Yet I feel especially at this 
junctnre in hnman history it is necessary that 
all thinking people should exercise their minds 
on it so that we may find some satisfactory 
solntion of the problem of evil. 

1. Evil does not exist per se. It has no 
independent existence. It is only the absence 
of good ; just as darkness is only the absence of 
light. 

[Bnt what else in this universe has an 
independent existence ? The whole nniverse 
is a vast network of inter-dependence. God 
alone has independent existence. Good and 
evil both are relative terms. They relate to 
the condnct of men. Under different sets of 
circumstances, the same conduct may be good, 
the same bad.] 

2. It is tabus or" donts" that have created 
evil. This is good and that is bad. But by the 
passage of time, good becama bad and 'Dice 
versa. Just as in theology the heresy of one 

generation becomes the orthodoxy of another 
and vice versa, so in Ethics the morality of one 
age becomes the immorality of another and 
vice versa, Time makes ancient good uncouth. 
Man as he evolves himself looks upon morality 
not as static but dynamic, He accepts not 
conventional morality but creative morality 
which naturally changes from age to age. 

[Is it meant to suggest that if there had 
been no such commandment as Thou shalt not 
tell a lie, lie would have ceased to be an evil? 
Truth was a " good " and lie an " evil " in the 
days when Adam delved and Eve span just as 
to-day] 

3. There is no such thing as pure evil and 
pure good. As Shakespeare said there is a son! 
of good in things evil, just as there is a sonl 
of evil in things good. There is so much good 
in the worst of us; there is so muc!:l bad in 
tht: best of us ; it hardly behoves anyone of us; 
to talk about the rest of ns. 

[If there is no such thing as "good" 
or "evil," then Shakespeare's dictnm beco.mes 
a jumble of contradictions. When he says 
" there is a son! of good in things evil " etc., 
he admits that there are such things as 4L good'' 
and " evi I." 

The lines only emphasize that we should 
not pick holes in others; as no one of us is free 
from ~aws and shortcomings of his own. This 
is an admission of " good " and " evil '' rather 
than a negation of them.) 

4. Evil is snbjective and objective. When 
it is confined to the mental plane- or ones 
thought, it does not canse any harm to anybody-. 
Only objective evil is harmful. Bat subject1Te 

www.alahmadiyya.org



2 THE LIGHT February 1, 1942 

evil does become objective, Evil thoughts lead 
to evil actions. But subjective evil cannot be 
combated. It can be dealt with only when it 
becomes objective. 

(Snbjective evil can also be combated 
and the force that can do it is Religion. In fact 
it is the primary function of Religion to combat 
the evil on the subjective side and only after• 
wards on the objective side. Faith in God is the 
only anti•dote to subjective evil. 

S. Evil is that which disturbs or destroys 
human h,1ppiness. But what is happiness? 
Bernard Shaw says that the people in Hell are 
as happy as those in heaven. The happiness of 
the former arisas out of stagnation whereas that 
of the latter out of an endeavour to reach the 
ideal. The Indian peasant is happy. 1-lis 
happiness arises out of placid, pathetic content• 
ment. The wealthy man despite his wealth is 
not happy. He is not satisfied with what he 
has. He wants to hoard more and more or feels 
jealous of his neighbour who is richer. This 
detracts from his happiness. 

[How does Bernard Shaw know that 
the people in Hell are happy? Has he been 
there? Hell is another name for unhappiness. 
There is no "stagnation " in heaven. There 
will be ever-changing variety both is heaven 
and hell. To put it in the Qurnnic 
words, when cne skin on the body hns 
burnt off, another will be provided-that 
is to say, they will be made to feel the pain. 
God is wiser that Shaw and- has forestalled his 
objection. 

That happiness is a relative term is true. A 
peasant may be happier than a prince. The 
highest state of bliss and happiness can be had 
in the merging of the individual will into that 
God-which is the whole essence of the faith of 
Islam.] 

6. E\>il is a relative term. What is evil 
to one is good to another. It is to put it in 
other words 'a mental attitude.' Just as mind 
makes Hell of Heaven and Heaven of Hell, 
so it makes evil of good and good of evil. 

[It is not correct to say that what is evil 
to one is good to another. Lying is an evil, no 
matter who tells it.] 

7. Evil is necessary. It serves as a ballast 
to keep the ship of humanity steady. It is a 
great discipline. People cannot be good if there 
is no evil. Just as people cannot appreciate or 
enjoy light if there is no darkness, cannot enjoy 
beauty if there is no ugliness, cannot enjoy 
happiness if there is no misery, so also they 
will not appreciate good or strive for good if 
there is no evil. Pairs of opposite should 
exist. 

[Not evil, but the tendency to evil is 
necessary to serve as a ballast. To use another 
metaphor, virtue is like climbing a high peak. 
Evil tendency is like the gravitation that pulls 
one down. One's merit consists in working 
bis way np in the face of that low-pulling force. 
That does not however mean that evil is neces• 
sary, It is the tendency to evil that is necessary. 
It is here exactly that by confusing the tendemzy 

with the fact of evil, Christianity hns blundered 
and'made evil part and parcel of human nature. 
It is the tendency that is there-not necessarily 
the evil itself. According to Islam all the pro• 
phets were sinless.] 

8. The pairs of opposite exist on the lower 
plane. For the man who reaches the higher 
plane there is no such thing as good or evil. 
He attains to whnt is called the "a-ethical," stage 
where the pairs of oppo,ite nre absent. 

[Do you mean to say that one may 
commit murder and fornication when he has 
reached the " higher plane " ? This is wrong. 
No man is high enough to escnpe the law of 
evil and good. The Prophet o{ Islam who was 
soaring on the highest spiritual plant's yet had 
the humility to proclaim that if he went against 
the will of God, he was afraid of the conse• 
quences.J 

9. There are two forces in the world, the 
forces of light and the forces of darknesi; or the 
forces of good and the forces of el'il. There is 
a perpetual struggle between them. \\'hen the 
former gain the upper hand, ther,e is happiness, 
peace and progress. \Vhen the latter gain the 

, upper, there is misery, unhappiness, discord, 
j disharmony, confusion and anarchy. This 

establishes dyarchy over the universe-a dual 
I control-the rule of God and the rule of Satan. I (There is no dual control. The duality 

appears only as a result of the wrong approach, 
Satan fulfils a necessary function in the scheme 
of things. As explained above, he serves as 
low-pulling force on the high soaring soul of 
man. But there its function ends. l\lan is 
gifted with God-force and if he should only 
assert that force Satan can have no hold over 
him. In fact, it is the whole purpose of creation 
that he should so assert of the God-force in him.] 

10. If evil is eternal it cannot be elimi
nated. Besides it becomes coequal with God. 

(Evil is a concomitant of man. Since man 
is not eternal, how can evil be so?] 

11. If God is omnipotent, why cannot He 
eliminate evil from the world? 

[If God should eliminate evil, it will 
deprive man of any credit. No man can claim 
credit for mountaineering, if he is lifted by an 
aeroplane and deposited on the peak of Kanchan 
Changa. It is a great compliment to man that 
he has been left free to wrestle with evil on his 
own. He is capable of it. Herein lies his 
opportunity for self-unfoldment.J 

12. Evil is original sin. Nothing can blot 
it out. Through self.effort or righteous deeds 
man cannot be saved. It is Jesus alone who 
can absolve man of his sins and redeem him. 

(This is the greatest stumbling block 
of Christianity. If man has by his very 
nature got to be evil, why should he vainly 
struggle against it. He must let evil have its 
way. That will be the end of all moral struggle. 
The very moral struggle which Christianity does 
not discard, presupposes the possibility of the 
blotting out of evil? Otherwise why attempt 
the impossible?] 

(Seepage 6) 
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wholesale destruction. He is likely to get • t more, he is likely to take deeper blood 

C'ii' ones blown to smithereens before his eyes 
A '9 baths, he is likely to see his dP.ar and near 

until such time that all false vanity is 
Sunday, February t, t 942 knocked out of his stubborn swollen head, 

until he realizes his own insignificance 
before the great Creator. until.he surrenders 

God and war his rebelling soul to His will and makes 
His will the anchor-sheet of his life and 
social structurl:', "And I will send a fire on Magog and among 

them that dwell carelessly in the isles. and Yes-- that is what seems to be in store 
they shall know that I am the Lord." (36: 6) for the modem man. It is a drastic opera-

.. And I will rain upon Gog and upon his tion that he needs to cure him of his God-
bands and upon many other people that are · · d 1 D' · b 
with him, an overflowing rain and great hail- m10p1a an t 1e 1v111e surgeons .ire usy 
stones, fire and brimstone." (38: 22). with knives ever so sharp and relentle:,;s to 
People often wonder: Why this car- tear open the scales off his mental eyes. 

nage, why this flood of tears and bloodshed That "thev shall know that I am the Lord" 
that has been visited 011 humanity? Why -this now seems to be ultimatum of 
can't God stop all this? If He is the loving God to man. 
Father that the Christian conceives Him Those of us who are yet out of the 
to be or the Merciful and Beneficent of reach of the flames of war. may laugh at 
the Muslim conception, how is it, the man this exolanation of war. But those whom 
in the street wonders that He allows all they have actually enveloped don't. Their 
these terrible things to happen to thousands hearts are crying to God for help and 
of His creatures who serve as war-fodder day succour. But, alas, such cries are too late. 
after day these two years? Why does not The time to make peace with God is gone 
He put His foot down, smack Hitler on the for them. It is the time of reckoning and 
face and say-No more of this devastation it is a bitter reckoning indeed. 
of the home and happiness of mankind! Many countries have tasted something 
This is the misgiving that haunts the hearts of that reckoning. Hitler's retreating 
even of those who till recently were in- hordes are tasting the same. The Pacific 
dined to shrug shoulders at any mention Isles are these days tasting it and so is 
of the very name of God, which, of course, Rangoon. But the question is-Has it 
they regarded as a relic of the age of 

I 
done us any good? Have we who are 

superstition. yet out of the ambit of war read any lesson 
Let the prophetic words of the Prophet ~n the doo?1 of so many of our fellow-men 

Ezekiel quoted at the top supply the m the affhcted countries? 
answer to all such heart-searching ques- Alas, no! So happens to be the nature 
tions. '' They shall know that I am the of man. He has eyes but he sees not; he 
Lord "-this is the explanation for the has ears but he hears not. How true this 
war and its horrors! Quranic description of the stone-apathy of 

It seems it is not a war between Hitler human nature! We as yet at a safe dis
and others. It is a war between God and tance seem to think as if the rain of fire 
man. It is God who is up in arms against and brimstone is meant for the people of 
mankind. It is He who is out to destroy Russia or Rangoon. We forget that the 
mankind. He is so infuriated with man day may not be distant when 'we may find 
that He says nothing short of raining our own hearths and homes reduced to 
fire and brimstone on him would be any ashes, our dear and near ones torn and 
use to wake him up from the stupor of bleeding and we ourselves thrown on the 
worldly-mindedness into which he seems street without food or shelter. 
to have been irrevocably lost. None of us is too great or too safe for 

Man is at war with God, He refuses this fate. It is a pity however how slow 
to see and submit to the sovereignty of God we are to react to realities. What is that 
on earth. He has long been in revolt reality of realities ? The one that was 
against Him. God's mill which is slow to discerned by the prophetic v1s1on of 
move has at last come into motion and it Ezekeil thousands of years ago and put in 
is already grinding all false vanity out of such burning words. 
man. Man has ceased to know God. He 

And dare we accuse God of any injustice scoffs at God. He has no place for Him 
or hardship? Man has richly earned this in his scheme of life. He has thus missed 
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the greatest Truth that alone can make 
life worth living-a Truth but for which, 
in God's eyes, man forfeits his right to 
live and merits destruction. This is the 
great reality of the war-situation which 
nobodv cares to see and the war can know 
no end unless men open their eyes to this 
reality. 

Great responsibility rests in this con
nection with those who are at the helm of 
the war-machines of the various Powers. 
We wish those at the head of the Allied 
war-machine with whom our own fate 
here in India is bound up could open their 
eyes to this great factor in the war-situa
tion and open them betimes. 

Mr. Churchill has shown such keen 
preception of the numerous factors in the 
war-situation. He has had the courage to 
look the darkest factors in the face. But 
here is a factor which he must see if he 
wants his shrewdness, his resourcefulness, 
his stamina to bear fruit. 

The prophecy contains a pointed refer
-ence to the British isles-" and among 
them that dwell carelessly in the isles." It 
is time the English people should shed 
their " carelessness " in this respect and 
open their hearts to that greatest factor 
of the war-situation, the wrath of God 
which man has brought down on himself. 
English statesmen and rnem hers of Parlia
ment must in particular change their 
outlook on life and tum penitently and 
humbly to God Almighty if they do not 
want their Empire to collapse like a house 
of cards. 

We are glad that those Isles are not 
altogether without a realization of this 
great factor of the war. Here is how some 
leading men there view the whole thing: 

" It is a plain fact that unless a country 
bases its life on religious faith, it cannot 
endure." 

" Neglecting our religious obligations and 
in the pursuit of pleasures we filled the roads 
but deserted the church." 

•• Above all reverence for God is lacking in 
our modern outlook." -(Lord Gort V.C.) 

"The decline of moral and spiritual values 
was the deepest of all the causes of the war ; 
the root cause of war was sin." 

(Prof. W. G. S. of Oxford) 
" The present evils in the world are due to 

the failure of nations and peoples to carry out 
the laws of God." 

(Archbishop of Canterbury). 

If we were asked wh~n will this war 
with its horrors come to an end, we can un
hesitatingly answer-Not until man has 
come to know that" I am the Lord." 

If again, we were asked who shall win 
this war, we will at once say-Certainly not 
the nations however mighty who do not 
overhaul their outlook on life and know 
that " I am the Lord." 

It is a war betwe~n man and God and 
until man has learnt to make his peace with 
God, he shall be given no quarter, no 
respite from war and its horrors. This is 
the deeper and deadlier war of which 
Hitler is but a visible scourge. 

ANTI-ISLAMIC WRITINGS 

Publishers' public apology 

Sometime ago an article captioned "The 
Failure of Contraception" written by Mr. 
D. H. Keller was published in the Amritsar 
monthly Radiant Health. In that article Mr. 
Keller laur..ched heinous attacks against our Holy 
Prophet and went so far as to call him an 
'epileptic'. He also impudently ridiculed the 
Muslims in general for accepting the Holy Pro
phet's words "without waiting to have it 
scientifically proved a fact." Our Association 
at once vehemently protested against this grave• 
ly objectionable article and corresponded with 
the Punjab Government for its immediate pro• 
scription. Some Muslim papers such as The 
Light also supported us in the campaign by 
publishing a thoughtful and well-written editorial 
on the subject. We further wrote to the 
publishers of the Radiaut Health demanding 
public apology for the publication of the objec
tionable article and asking immediate stoppage 
of its circulation. 

The public will be much relieved to learn 
that the publishers of the Radiant Health 
have recently written a letter to us communicat• 
ing their deep regret for the publication of the 
article objected to which was done, they say, 
through oversight and stating that a public 
apology has since appeared in their paper. A 
copy of the apology has been forwarded to us 
for perusal. They have also assured us that 
in future they will never publish any article 
which may wound the religious feelings of any 
community. 

We hope that other publishing concerns 
dealing with anti-Islamic writing will find this. 
example well worth emulation. 

JALAL·UD•DIN AHMAD 
General Secretary, 

Assam Muslim Association (Calcutta) 
38, Wellesley Street, Calcutta. 
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PURDAH-AN ANALYTICAL SURVEY 
(By J:,. I. J) 

Pardah is not a very precise term. In its 
strictly orthodox application it means complete 
seclusion of women from all men excepting the 
immediate non-marriageable relations. This 
form of pardah keeps a woman closely confined 
within the four walls of her own ze11ana, even 
her voice not being allowed to be heard outside. 
In its orthodox-cum-liberal form pardah assumes 
the form of a veil, the name and description of 
which varies with di!n,rent countries. For 
instance, in India we call it the burqah, the 
bottle-like rather formless white garb, which 
covers the whole figure, with a narrow piece of 
net work before the eyes to enable a woman to 
see her passage through. In Iran the chaddar 
and the peclteh pteva1ls. The chaddar is a loose 
black silken sheet and like the burqa covers the 
whole figure. The pecheh which adorns the face 
is a plaque of woven horse hair. In Iraq the 
veil is called the aba and comprises a sheet-like 
long robe. It is allowed to fall anywhere from 
the knee to the ankle. Some idea of the veil in 
vogue in the Muslim districts of Europe can be 
had from the following de,cription of a Yugosla
vian Muslim lady extracted from Yeats-Browns' 
European Jungle; 

" At the station in Serajevo I met a veiled 
lady ........ a veiled lady in a tailor made 
coat and skirt, with smart English looking 
shoes, followed by two fair-haired little boys, 
carrying buckets and spades. Her veil was so 
thin that it was an ornament rather than a 
concealment. She opened her hand bag to 
tip the taxi-driver: there was lip stick there. 
Over her shoulder were slung a Leica camera 
and a Thermos flask. She was bound for a 
sea side holiday-. Strange mingling of East 
and West! Would she, I wondered. come 
out of her (>ardah on some Adriatic beach 
and sip aperitifs in a backless bathing dress." 
This last form may be termed as the liberal 

type of pardah. 
Not even the most ardent votaries of pardah 

can however, make bold to assert that any of 
these forms has been prescribed by the Quran. 
Indeed, as we must all admit, the institution of 
,Pardah, in whatever form it may prevail, is to 
be valued not for itself, but for something else, 
i.e., for the preservation of the chastity of 
women. The pardah system as we see it to-day, 
therefore becomes a more or less an arbitrary 
institution, and if we think deeply, we wiil 
discover that it is being valued because we have 
not the means to fulfil the actual conditions 
prescribed by the Quran for preserving women's 
chastity. It will not be unreasonable to suggest 
that the present day pardah system was resorted 
to because troubled periods in our social and 
political history made it impossible for us to 
translate the Qurall.,lc dictates into action. 

The Quran simply says: 
" Tell tlie believing men to lower their 

gaze and be modest. That is purer for them. 
Lo I Allah is aware of what they do. And 
tell the believing women to lower their gaze 
and be modest and to display of their adorn• 
ffie)nt only that which is apparent, and to 
draw their veil!< over their bosoms and not to 
reveal their adornment save to their own 
husbands, or fathers or husbands' fathers or 
their sons, or their husbands' sons, or their 
brothers or their brothers' sons or sisters' 
sons or their women or their slaves, or male 
attendants who lack vigour or children who 
know naught of women's nakedness. And 
let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal 
what they hide of their adornment. And 
turn unto Allah together, 0 believers, in 
order that ye may succeed." (24, 30-31). 
These lines enjoin equally upon women and 

men to keep their eyes cast down. It is therefore 
clear th11;t women are not expected to keep them• 
selves confined within their houses, for if women 
were wholly forbidden to leave their houses there 
would not have been the slightest necessity for 
the injunctions to men to keep their eyes cast 
down. 

Elsewhere the Quran lays down: 
"As for those of your women who are 

guilty of lewdness, call to witness four of 
you. And if they testify (to the truth of 
the allegation) then confine them to the 
houses until death take them or (until) Allah 
appoint for them a way (through new legisla• 
tion). And as for the two of you who are 
guilty thereof punish them both. And if 
they repent, and improve, then Jet them be, 
Lo ! Allah is Relenting, Merciful. 

(4, 15-16) 
From these lines it is apparant that confining 

women to their houses is a penalty which should 
be invoked only wheP. they are found guilty of 
immoral conduct. The punishment comprises 
the curtailing of liberty. And this curtailment 
can be extended till they die only when they 
are not prepared to mend their ways. Otherwise 
they regain thefr liberty. 

Having established that women can go out 
when they find it necessary, let us proceed to 
determine the manner in which they can go out. 
Guarding their private parts (being modest) and 
keeping their gaze down applies equally to men 
and women. Besides, women are also required 
to draw their veils over their bosoms and to 
keep their adornment concealed. "Only that 
which is apparent," i.e. the portion of the body 
which can be expo~ed is generally taken to mean 
"except that which it is customary and natural 
to uncover." Various societies have various 
customs and it is not possible to lay down one 
single rule for the excepted portion, Only the 
bosoms must be kept veiled. 
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SOME INTERESTING QUESTIONS RAISED 

(Co11ti1111ed f,om pa,:e 2) 

As regards Jesus absolving man of sin, it is 
some check for Christian nations to utter these 
words, It is these nations thnt are at the helm 
of n civilization which is responsible for 99 per 
cent. of the ills of man, Is this the sin-nbsolving 
alchemy ol the Christian belief in Jesus ?] 

, 15. .H is not G0d. who is responsible for 
evil. . It 1s mnn. One 1s born blind, or dnmb. 
Man 1s not respnnsible for it. Yes he is I 'Whnt 
he is in this birth is the result of his actions in 
the previo11s birth. The theory of 'Karma' ulone 
solves the problem of evil. But h0w can m,rn 
he p11nished fnr tho~e liad actions of which he is 
not conscious ? The theory of 'karma ' does 
not snlve the problem of evil. It has been in-

13. The problem of evil is only a pnrt of I 
the great qnestion of morality. Hut what is I 
morality ? /\ moment's rellection will reveal 1 

that morality is based 011 property and sex, 
Theft, depredation, swindling, disinherit1ni-; etc., 
are all sins jnst beca11se private property exists. 
Abolish private property, half the evil will dis• 
appear. Fornication, lust, ad1iltery, illegitimacy 
etc., are sins because of certain meaningless 
tabus about sex. Abolish all the tab11s abont 
sex and the other half of evil will disappear and 
the whole superstructure of present day morality 
based on proµecty and sex will collapse like a 
castle of cards. 

v.entc<l t.o ~onsole those ,, ho are less happily 
s1t11nted Ill life and to peqwt11ate inequalities and 
socinl gradations and dPgradations, 

[ ro be horn blind is no calamity. In 
fact a man with no•e\·es is better than the man 
with ep,s who 11s,,s his eyes for evil. Likewise 
of every other so-called "bltssing" with \\hich 
one seems gifte<l and another not. It is the nse 
or abuse of these "gifts" that matters, They 
in thernseh-es are not worth much,j 

16, The evil that is rampant in the world 
doe, not clestory types or 12ro11ps b11 t It affects 
individnals only. All are not b~rn blind; all do 
not die, all are not ur,healthy etc. Are God and 
Natnre then at strife, that ~ature lends such 
ngly dreams, so careflll of the ty·pe it seems, so 
careless of the single life. Either God and ;\Jan 
shonld be at strife or God and Natnre or t-lan 
and Natnre. Can they not come to some under• 

[Fornication etc. are sins not beca11se 
of any taboo against them but because of them• 
selves. Poison iB poison even if the bottle 
containing it bears no warning label. 

Property cannot be absolislied altogether. 
It may only change form and hands. Take the ; 
case of Russia. There the clique at the top of 
the state, headed by Stalin ha; monopolized all 
power, which is only another form of property. 
The rest of the people are their goods and 
cha.ttles. To talk of abolition of property is to 
fly in the face of nature.] 

standing and combine to destory evil? 

[ God and Nature are not at strife. It is 
God's laws that perrnde the whole of ~atnre. 
NatL1re slavishly obeys that laws. The sun must 
keep to its prescribed orbit to an hair's breadth 
and dare not deviate from it. ls this conflict or 
concord ? There is conflict no doubt between 
God's will and th:it of man and the whole 
game of life has just this pnrpose behind 

14. Evil is of man's creation. Ignorance, 
sloth, stupidity, malice etc., create evil. Because 
man has created evil, he alone can destroy it. 
God is brought in, either to show man's help• 
lessness or to exonerate him. This brings us 
face to face with the question of fate and free• 
will which is too big a snbject fo cti;cnss here. 
If God is good, he cannot be the author of evil. 
In the world there is so m nch of misen·, hard• 
ship, inequality, iniquity etc., that God could 
not have been the author of this sorrv scheme 
of things. If He is the author of thi~ scheme, 
it is high time he had scrapped it, for it has 
caused much sorrow and misery in this world. 
If God is the author of evil, he can abolish it: 
if man is the author he can abolish it. If God 
does not want to abolish it he is either impotent 
or unjust. What omnipotent God cann0t do, 
man who is weak cannot do at all. If man 
endeavours to fight evil, he goes against the will 
of God who has created evil and he cannot 
succeed in his attempts beca11se God is all• 
powerful. 

1 
it-dz., to bring man's will into harmony with 
the Didne. Underneath the conflict and chaos 
that a superficial view sees in the unirerse, there 
runs the deep curren(of this unitary purpose] 

[God is certainly omnipotent but He 
has left it to man to grapple with evil and 
destroy it, but for which he cannot win the 
laurels that God wants him to. Man is certainly 
free to combat evil. In this struggle he must 
invoke God's help; for all strength comes from 
Him.] 

17. Has man progressed or retrogressed? 
If he has progressed, e,·il shonld ha\'e al;:o 
progressed with him ; if he has retrogressed evil 
also should have retrogressed. Those who 
think that the Golden Age was in the past 
maintain that evil has increased now. In the 
pa;;t there was no edl. They do not believe in 
human progress. Those who think that the 
Golden Age is in the future strive to remove 
evil. In the process of evolution as a whole 
evil is being progressivelr eliminated and man
will arrive at a stage where he will find no evil. 

(Man attained the highest point of per• 
fection in the Prophet of Islam and his Com• 
panions. Progress in physical science do~s not 
mean human progress. The cleverer the man, 
the cleverer is his devil. Modern Et1rope is a 
living example. She has achieved the pinnacle 
of progress in the physical world but at the same 
time has reached the pinnacle in devilry.) 

18. Bt1t the central idea of evolution as
propounded by Darwin is the St1rvival of the 
fittest. Who is fittest to survive ? In the 
dt1nghill it is the bascilli alone that st1rvive. 
Human beings cannot. Are then the bascilli 
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!he. fittest to survive ? In a capitalistic society 
it 1~ only the usurious Jew or Marwari who 
survives and not the honest, God-fearing man 
Is then the Jew or the Marwnri fittest to survive? 
In a militaristic state like Germany it is only 
the Nazi or the S. S. man who is armed 
cai::•a•pie. ~ho can survive and not the peace• 
loving citizen. Is th1m the S. S, man the 
fittest to survive ? Who can survive where? 
Thi~ brings us to the question of the ego and the 
environment. There is always a tension between 
the ego and the environment. The weak ego 
succumbs to environment and the strong ego 
succeeds in changing it. The environment 
to,day is evil. Good men cannot survive unles~ 
they themselves become bad by adapting them· 
selves to the environment, But there are ardent 
souls who by the alchemy of their persoMlity 
transform evil environment into n good one so 
that those who live in the environment or 
atmosphere thus created, may themselves become 
good. 

Some of the views stated above may shock 
or shake many of your readers out of corn• 
placancy. Let us face facts. I hope you will 
invite a discussion on the various villwS repro• 
duced here which are contrarv and contradictorv 
and even revolutionary and give a lead by 
expressing your own views on the several points 
raised in this summary. 

[The fittest are those who have faith in 
the existence of God, in the Life Hereafter, in 
the fact that God reveals His will to man, and 
who lead a virtuous life-i.e., a life according 
to the revealed Will of God. 

It is wrong to suppose that the righteous can• 
not win against the wicked. lo the Prophet's 
life, the forces of righteousness were arrayed 
against those of evil and the former dealt a 
crushing defeat to the latter. Even to-day if 
men like Abu Bakr and Umar were to reappear 
and organize the forces of righteousness, the 
Western Anti-Christ with all its equipment will 
get smashed. The strongest strength is the 
strength of the man of faith. He can over-ride 
the environment. The Prophet appeared in the 
worst of environment and yet he was the best 
of men.] 

IF YOU THINK 

•
1 The Light is tr11ly voicing the feelings 

of Muslim India and dauntlessly advocat

ing the cause of Islam, it is surely your 

clear duty to push forward its circulation. 

Will you see this ana play your part ? .. 

The Greatest Peace-Maker of History 
Peace Based 011 Change of Heart 

\By l\'lr. A. F. 1-:lian Chnucll1ri) 

There was deep political wisdom in the 
immigration of the Holy Prophet to Medina 
thirteen years after his prophetic ministry. It 
was not merely persecution and tyranny of the 
Meccans which drove him out of his dear 
fatherland but the cause lay deeper beneath the 
s_u~foce, not appar.mtly intelligible to a super
hctnl observer. It would enable him to cstab• 
lish contact with the people outside nnd secure 
the co-opel'ation of such inlluential minorites as 
the Jews and the Christians. Perhaps these people 
might respClnd to his mission he tho1ight. 
Muhammad, as the master-statesman, had the 
intelligence enough to read and understand the 
implications of all these portents in all their 
perspective and he desired to avail of the earliest 
opportunity of coming in contact with them. 

l\luhamr~nd (pea_ce be on him), as every 
student of history wt!! bear ont, was a prince of 
peace, ;ind he wanted to settle as a good and 
peace-loving citizen in a spirit of co-operation 
and toleration, rather than of domination, with 
the ~embers of the sister community, so that 
the mfant commnnity of the Muslims may grow 
a:1d pro?per. He readily entered into negotia• 
t10ns with the non-~uslim communities with a 
view to arrive at some kind of Gentleman's 
Agreement with them. The non-Muslims of 
Medina were granted full-rights of citizenship, 
allowed freedom of conscience and culture and 
assured of mutual help and co-operation in the 
face of common danger. It was further con• 
ceded that although enjoying all internal freedom 
their foreign relations should be guided and 
dictated by the Prophet as the ultimate sovereign 
power. This was indeed a uniqne device, un• 
known hitherto in human history, which not only 
safeguarded the interest of the minorities but 
helped them to a great extent in promoting their 
own indigenous culture and traditions. It was 
a kind of federation of different nationalities, 
though in a rudimentry form, and was an 
attempt at the unification aad solidarity of the 
whole of the Arab race irrespective of class and 
creed. 

It was however the ill-luck of the Jews of 
Medina that they did not fully appreciate the 
friendly gesture of the Holy Prophet. The lead• 
ers among them, for reason of their own personal 
aggrandizement, decided to nip the infant Muslim 
community in the bud and hatched plot and 
carried on ceaseless intrigues to accomplish the 
ruin of the Muslims. They held secret conncils 
and meetings to gain their nefarious objective 
although the Sovereign had given them every 
facility to air their grievance publicly. When 
the cup of their mischief was full to the brim 
and they received their due and adequate share 
of punishment there was not a soul at Medina 
who would heave a sigh of regret and sympathy 
for them.. Nor was there a soul who would call 
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into question the appropriateness of the punish- \ 
ment. Even their fellow brethren in the nc:igh
bouring Arnb cities thoroughly approved of 
action of the Holy Prophet and called the Jews 
of Medina traitors and faithless. 

Neighbouring Countries and Nations 

stepping stone to his future work of organization 
and consoliJntion of his temporal and spiritt1nl 
hegemony. The conquest hitd mnde him the 
undisputed srl\'ereign of not onlv l\foccn and 
~ledina but virtually the whole of the Arabian 
peninsula. 

The Holy Prophet was not only a peace
maker for the different tribes and commnnitics 
of Arnbia but also penr.e-makcr for the neigh· 
homing nations inter a/i,i Romans and Persians. 
He sent invitatiom1 to lshm and entered i11to 
treaties and negotiations with them and did 
evury thing possible for the maintenace cif peace 
and tranquillity in the conntry. 

l\luhammad (may the choicest blessings of 
God be upon him) was not oblivious of the 
practical aspect of the peace-proposal. He 
organized a Scout troop and sent them to 
different strategic parts of the country to watch , 
and report the movement of the enemy. A 
territorial defence force was also organized to 
ensure safety and protection to the trading 
caravan, This Territorial Force succeeded won
derfully in the achievement of their objective , 
and granted safe conduct to the trading caravans. 

Gifts nu,1 booties of war pomed ii, plenty 
from all quarters but ~l11hn111111ad, not being of 
the earth did not care a fig for them, but dis• 
trihtttcd them freely among the 1-.leccans to the 
cxcl11sion of the Medinites. This gave rise to 
envy and heart-burning in the mind of a section 

1 of .\ledinites, pnrticulary young men among 
them. One among them thonght to himself 
" How is it that the Prophet who established 
himself with the help and support of the 
Medinites shonld now be so unfair to them and 
would distribute the Ion ,·es and fishe, of con
quest among the 1-.leccans to the exclusion of the 
Med<nite who acted as his right-arm?" He 

Treaty of Hudaibiyya 

That Muhammad was essentially a Jover of 
peace can further be gleaned from the fact that 
he entered into the Treaty of Hudaibiyya with 
the non-Muslims of Mecca which was in every 
sense a disadvantegous treaty for the Muslims. 
This he did in the teeth of silent or partially 
open protest of his devoted disciples. But the 
Holy Prophet was endowed with unprecedented 
foresight and uncommon imagination and with 
that vision of the future he could read every• 
thing in a clear perspective. Like a true believer 
in human fellowship he sincerely believed that 
there was nothing in the universe which could 
not be settled by friendly discussion and negotia
tions in a spirit of give and take. But surpriz• 
ingly enough the treaty though inconvenient 
enough for the Muslims and favourable, in every 
respect, for the non-Muslims, proved abortive. 
Instead of proving a blessing it sowed the seed 
of their ruin. It was as a sequel to this theaty 
that the Holy Prophet could make a peaceful 
penetration into the city without the least 
necessity of bloodshed, and that too in the 
manner of a victor. He received the homage 
and the tribnte of his erstwhile hostile country• 
men and forgot completely the suffering and 
torture which he and his devoted disciples ex
perienced in their early days. 

But the mission of his life was not yet 
complete. The conqnest of Mecca was only a 

communicated his thought to one of his friends, 
and he to another, till at last the matter was 
reported to the Holy Prophet. The Holy Pro• 
phet was quick to take action and that in such a 
magnanimous way, that the cynic had not to 
make amends for his chance remark by bringing 
everything he had at home for distribution 
among the Meccans. In a meeting convened 
for the purpose, the Holy Prophet addressed 
them as follows:-

" 0 people of Medina! Do you not feel 
jubilant that while the citizens of Mecca are 
satisfied with things of the earth, which is 
only transitory, you will be taking back with 
you a tning of heaven viz., the Prophet of 
God, who means to die and be buried with 
you. Is not the presence of the Prophet in 
your midst itself a ble;sing and source of 
perpetual inspiration, for which you should 
thank your star? Is not the Prophet a 
priceless treasure in himself ? " 

Such was Muhammad, the greatest and 
noblest of the world's peace-makers who by his 
precept and example taught that the basis of 
peace should not only be on pact and agreement 
but on the real change of heart, in a spirit of 
give and take, sympath, co-operation and tolera
tion. History ancient or modern fails to cite 
another statesman who achieved and contributed 
more to inter-communal and international bar• 
mony and understanding. 
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