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PURDAH-AN ANALYTICAL SURVEY 
II 

(By .}, • I. J) 

The list of persons in whose presence women 
are allowed some sort of liberty and the injunc 
tion to women in the concluding portion of 
surah 24, ayah 31 (not to stamp their feet so as 
to reveal what they hide of their adornment) 
show beyond doubt the real intention of the 
command. It is to forbid women from attract
ing men's attention, which fact in tnrn may, 
and is likely to, lead to evil inclinations on the 
part of men, thereby dealing a death blow to all 
pnre social relations. This conclusion is corro• 
borated by another ayah is the Quran which 
reads: 

" As for women past child bearing, who 
have no hope of marriage, it is no sin for 
them, if they discard their louter) clothing 
in such a way as not to show adornment. 
But to refrain is better for them. Allah is 
Hearer, Knower." (24, 60.) 
Let us now try to determine the various 

causes which promote or are responsible for 
corruption in any society. To our mind they 
are (il the state of non•marriage of men and 
women at marriageable ages (ii) the needless 
and free intermingling of men and women 
(iii) the inviting attitude of women when they 
appear before men, both in the form of a display 
of bodily beanty and soft and amorons langnage 
and (iv) the people's attitnde of heedlessness to• 
wards conseqnences. Islam in its unique way 
considers all these and provides for all of them. 
Marriage is an obligatory institution in Islam, 
only those being excepted who cannot find a 
match or who do not possess the means to 
marry. Islam looks upon the married state as 
the normal state, therefore as a rnle it recom
mends marriage for all persons. The Qnran 
gives no legal sanction to celibacy for the 
simple reason that it is against the laws of 
nature. To onr mind this injunction is one of 
the snrest guarantees against corrnption. 

Needless and free intermingling of men and 
women is forbidden by the injunction that even 
when ontside their houses both men and women 
should mind their own business and not even 
look at each other. Of course, Islam permits 
that whenever the need arises men and women 
may even sit together. This we learn from the 
following lines in the Qnran : 

" And if ye fear that ye will not deal 
fairly by the orphans, marry of the women 
who seem good to you, two or three or four, 
and if ye fear that ye cannot do justice (to 
so many) then one (only) or the captives), 
that your right hand possesses. Thus it is 
more likely that ye will not do injustice." 

(4, 3.) 
The words " who seem good to you" (ma 

tiiba lakum) are significant. Men are asked to 
marry those women whom they like and this is 
possible only when the would-be husbands and 
would-be wives are allowed some sort of free• 
dom. Perhaps it will not be ont of place to 
register the present writer's disagreement with 
the general practice of match,making which 
authorises the guardians to select matches for 
their wards. A three-pronged attack can be 
levelled against this practice. In the first place 
it presupposes that both the husband and the 
wife are required to make compromises. For 
instance, a hui;band with very high ideals about 
life is supposed to give up his lofty conceptions 
if the wife is not prepared to think beyond the 
daily physical needs. Surely these compromise& 
are likely to kill and have actually killed, initia
tives. Islam which stands for all-ronnd progress, 
should not and does not, permit such a waste of 
energies. Again the practice presumes that if 
the match making of the gnardians does not suit 
the wards, the latter will stage a divorce. The 
intention of the Quran however is that divon:e 

(Se,J,ag, 7) 
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THOUGHTS ON 'ID-UL-AZHA 

(By Mr. S. M. Fossil). 

When I read in Papers the nc" s of the 
celebration of ld11z-zuha I was strnck by one 
sentence: "The Id possecl off peacefnlly." 1 he 
news agencies in India which are all controlled 
by non-Muslims, regard the Id as an impending 
geological cataclysm. They forget the fnct 
that Islam is a religion of peace and every 
Muslim festivnl is celebrated in the most peaceful 
manner concei vablc. l t is the news agencies, I 
am constrained to say, that create an atmosphere 
of psychological tension, the inevitable phrsical 
expression of which is communal riots. 

Why do news agencies and the Government 
think that the celebration of ld-uz.znha wonld 
lead to a distnrbance of peace? Because of the 
slaughter of the cow. This is a prolific sonrce of 
Hindu-Muslim trouble. It is necessary that in 
the interest of public peace a permanent solution 
of this vexed question should be found. !:-acrifice 
is a universal religious practice. It is piacular 
or propitiatory. This was the pre-Islamic con
ception of sacrifice. The conception of God 
before the advent of Islam was very crude, The 
man who sacrificed an animal and partook of its 
flesh became an uncommon soul and was supposed 
to have established kinship with the deity Some
times he offered an animal as Slcrifice to pro
pitiate an angry deity. -But I.lam rejected both 
these conceptions of sacrifice. In Islam sacrifice, 
is only commemorative. It commemorates an 
incident in the life of Abraham, the father of all 
8emitic religions. Lest the people should forget 
the spirit of sacrifice and cling only to the form, 
the Quran says: " It is not the flesh or the 
blood of the animal which you sacrifice which 
reaches unto God but your piety "and piety is 
defined not as turning one's face to the East or 
to the west but in doing good to humanity, 
serving and helping those who are le,s-happily 
situated in life. In short in Islam animal sacrifice 
is but an external symbol of an internal dedica
tion-dedicating oneself to God, through the 
service of man, for how can one love God whom 
he does not see if he does not love man whom 
he sees ? Islam is an idealisation of the real 
and the realisation of 1he ideal. Therefore the 
symbolic side of sacrifice cannot be dispensed 
with altogether, for apart from other things the 
animal that is sacrificed reminds the Muslim of 
Abraham's devotion to God and his 11nquestion• 
ing submission to the Divine will so that he may 
also imitate the noble example of that Great 
Prophet. To ask a Muslim to give up animal 
sacrifice is to ask him to desist from practising 
his religion. 

The Muslim can sacrifice only that quadrup
ed whose flesh he is permitted to eat. He is 
allowed to eat the flesh of only those quadrupeds 
that have cloven hoofs and ruminate. The cow 
comes under this category. The Indian Muslim 
is aware of the fact that the Hindu has a super
stitious reverence for the cow-at any rate in 
theory. The Indian Muslim it should not be 

forgott, n does not want to injt1re the religions. 
susceptibility of the Hindu. I-le generally 
slaug~ters the cow in su~h a _way as not to give 
the slightest offence to his Hindu follow citizen. 
But the Hindn would not tolerate even this He 
wants to prevent the ;,1nslim from prnctising his. 
religion. LJ,qily thousands of cows are slaH1shter• 
ed for British soldiers and civilians. The Hindu 
tolerntes it but when once a year the i\l uslim 
wants to sacrifice cow for religious purposes he 
flares up. 

Why does the Hind n \Hint to prevent the 
M nslim from offering animal sacrifice ? Is it 
because of his abhorrence of violence? Certainly 
not. As Dr. A. t\. Suharwardy says in his. 
·• Supplementary Note," to the Report of the 
Indian Central Committee: "How difficult it 
is to reconcile the holocaust of Kalighat with 
the Hindu horror of the ;\I uslims' animal sacrifice." 
If the Hindu is genuinely interested in the ques
tion of cow-protection or the prevention of CQW 

slaughttr, he can do it without kicking up a row 
w th ~foslims. I reproduce below a few passages
from Darling's book, R11slic11s Loq11i111r: 
" Recent),y a Hindu peasant sold a cow to a 
butcher. The news spread like wildfire and the 
cow was rescued by the men of a neighbouring 
villagl!! and the offender boycotted till he paid a 
fine of Rs. 25 to the village funds. But in both 
districts an appreciable number sell their cattle 
on the sly" (Page 104). "To !'atisfy religious 
susceptibilities the butcher who bnys them 
employs Jat to deal with Jats and Gujar to 
deal with Gujar. Where public opinion is. 
strong sale takes place of the cow after dark and 
next morning the absence of the cow is put 
down to a thief who cannot be traced" 
(Pages 133-34>. "And he related how one dark 
night one of the Hindu servants of the Gowshala 
drove two cows to the slaughter-house and 
explained their absence the next morning by 
saying they had been stolen "(Page 18.f}. 

1n the light of these extracts it ought to be 
transparently clear to every unbiassed person 
that the Hindu's love for the cow is only lip
deep. The problem in its ultimate analysis is 
not a religious but an economic one, Just 
because the Hindu agriculturist gets a better 
price he sells the cow to the Muslim with the 
fullest consciousness of the fact that it would be 
slaughtered. The Muslim slaughters the cow 
not because he wants to wound the religious 
sentiments of Hindus but because it is much 
more economical to sacrifice a cow. Seven 
per~ons can jointly sacrifice one cow whereas 
each Muslim should sacrifice a goat. 

After selling the cow to the Muslim, the 
Hindu wants to forcibly snatch it away frotn 
him. Instances have been reported of how in 
those villages where Muslims are in a microscopic 
minority, Hindus have broken open into Muslim 
houses, belaboured the butchers and others and 
forcibly snatched away the cow. This is a new 
method of cow-protection which the aggressive 
section of Hindus is resorting to. 

(See page 8) 
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of faith and corresponding conduct in life 
that counts. The Musalman has neither. 
His faith in God is 11ot the faith of the 
early sons of Islam which in a brief quarter 
of a century set half of the known globe 
ablaze with light and life. He just wears 
the label of a Muslim and labels c.11111ot 

~====================! deceive God. The English gentleman has 

An Englishman Objects 
A friend from Lahore writes: 
"I passed on ynur article God and War 

in The Light, dated 1st February 1942, to 
an English friend of mine. While he ap
preciated the article in general he greatly 
resented your applying 38 : 22, the story 
of Gog and Magog to the people of British 
Isles and he remarked somewhat as fol
lows:-

(1) British people are the most reli
gious of all the living nations of the 
world. 

(2) The article does not make any 
suggestion whatsoever as to what should 
be done and what not. 

(3) People living in a house of glass 
should not throw stones at others 
meaning Muslims should put their ow~ 
house in order before attempting to 
reform others. 

(4) It was left to the very people of 
British I~les to stamp out slavery from 
the M ushm lands where the British flag 
is flying." 

First of all we would like to dispel a 
misconception which seems to have roused 
the English gentleman's resentment. He 
seems to think as if we addressed that 
article to the non-Muslim world, excluding 
the Muslims as the chosen people of God. 
There is certainly no such suo-gestion 
therein, overt or covert. As a m~tter of 
fact, nothing could be farther from our 
heart than to make that article an occasion 
for throwing stones at others. Our English 
friend has reminded us of the glas-. house 
the Muslims themselves live in. We must 
say ,ve are ~live ~o that fact more keenly 
than onr English friend could possibly be. 
We know the Muslims are more God
forsaken than many other peoples of the 
world, for their having turned their backs 
on God. The very fact that they have 
been divested of sovereignty in the world 
with which they were once blessed and 
hurled into the bottomless pit of slavery to 
other nations is a proof positive that they 
have incurred the wrath of God on them. 
In Islam there are no chosen people, nor do 
labels carry any weight. It is a live spark 

the.refore misunderstood us when he suggests 
as 1f we have excluded the Musalmans from 
the warning and admonition conveyed 
through the article '· God and 'vVar ". 
The t-!ames of war have enveloped almost 
the whole of humanity. Those who are 
yet out of it may not long remain so. 
There are 90 million,; of Muslims in China 
50 millions in the Dutch East Indies antl 
those countries are directly involved in war 
and tasting of its horrors. l t is thus an. 
all-out war between God on one side and 
man on the other. 

The second point that has caused the 
English gentleman's resentment is the 
identification of the Goga nd Magog with the 
English people. \Ve are not sure that we 
have made any such suggestion either. Our 
reference to the English people was based 
on the words-" and among them that 
dwell carelessly in the isles". And we feel 
we were not al~ogether unjustified in sensing 
that reference m these words. These isles 
apparently are so conspicuous in importance 
that no specification by name was considered 
necessary. Such a position is enjoined 
only by the British isles which cc,nstitute the 
heart of the greatest empire of the world. 
vVe may be wrong in our sensing this 
reference in the words of the prophecy but 
the words as they stand don't altogether 
rule this suggestion out. On the othc·r 
hand, there are other facts that come to 
lend support to this view. In the first 
place, the British isles have actually been 
visited with exactly the sort of scenes-rain 
of fire and brimstone-depicted in the 
prophecy. And secondly no Englishman 
would den); that w~er~as Hitler was busy 
day and mght fash1on111g and forging his 
war-machine with which to over-run man
kind i". _general and Britain in particular 
the British people were dwelling "care
lessly". in t!ieir isles, as !oreseen by the 
prophetic glimpse of Ezke1l. Every Eng
lishm_an admits that they were caught 
nappmg. If therefore the description "care
le~sness ". aI:>plies to any people involved in 
this war, 1t 1s the English people. 

Our English critic further says that the 
English people are the most religious people 
of the world. A more accurate description 
would have been to say that the English 
people are the least irreligious people of the 
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world and there we would readily agree 
with him. But that is exactly the reason 
why they have in particular merited the 
wrath of God. They were blessed wilh an 
empire upon which the sun never· sets. 
Millions of (;od's peop)<~ were placed under 
the custodianship of that Empire. That 
was a great Divine trust. It was the duty 
of Britain t" have used that power for the 
greater happiness of man and the greater 
glory of God. Can our English critic or 
any other English gentleman say with 
his hand on his heart that Britain took 
that power in that light and utilized it in 
the same spirit? Was not that powr~r 
used for the enslavement, degradation and 
exploitation of millions of fellow-men? 
This charge may be denied at the bar 
of ma11. At the bar of God Britain 
stands condemned and hence the hellish 
calamities rained down on her. Betrayal 
of God's greatest trust was their greatest 
sin. They were chosen for a mission. They 
were chosen to hold the destinies of hum
anity in their hands. They proved false 
to that great confidence reposed in them. 
They betrayed God's trust and it stems as 
if God is now out to wrest that world 
supremacy from their hands, if they do not 
awaken to the sanctity of the trust that was 
placed in their hands, the trust of human 
leadership. God is no respector of dicta
tors or statesmen. To Him they are as 
insignificant as the worms of the dust with 
all the might of their armed millions and 
armaments. He has the power to blow 
them off like a blade of grass. 'What has 
become of that pride of the seas, the 
"Prince of Wales" and the "Repulse." In 
the twinkling of the eyes, when God's word 
went forth, they went to the bottom of the 
deep. Hitler thinks he is mightier than 
God Himself. He thinks God's good globe 
is just a big toy for his idiotic whims to 
play with. He is alre:.dy having the whip 
of God on his hinder anatomy. Soon he 
may get slaps right and left straight on his 
face. As Allama Iqbal warned: 

~ ~ ._,,IS") ,..;;.~ _j I..>-:>- _,JI_, J:!o; ,!_ Y;M ;4.) 

" O dwellers of the lands of the West 
God's earth is not a shop." 

This is the plain truth. Leadership of 
the world is now going to be entrusted 
anew to some people. Who that people 
will be should not be difficult to see. It 
will be the people who, in addition to their 
physical armaments, equip themselves with 
what we should call faith-rearmament. 
Mere moral rearmament wouldn't do 
either. It is time for that higher sense 

in man, the sense of faith, to awaken. 
And the people who are found up 
to the mark in that way, who can rise 
beyond petty human view-points, visualize 
the Divine plan working behind scenes 
mundane and visualizir1g the same, fall in 
line with that plan and foster, further and 
promote the same with all their strength 
and resource-such are the people upon 
whom will fall the mantle of human leader
ship in the days to come. 

If we addressed our exhortation to the 
English pec>ple in particular it was because 
we feel that with all their sins of omission 
and commi~sion the English peopie are yet 
the least sinful of God's people and as such 
more suited for the proposed human leader
id1ip. The present ordeal of fire and hrim
stune is but a necessary process of purifica
tion and we do wish the English people 
would take it in that light and emerge out 
of it, purged of their worldly-mindedness,. 
entuned to the higher Divine purpose of 
life. We ,wish like the prodigal son the 
En~Jishman, after sowing his wild oats and 
tasting the bitter fruit there, f, would rtturn 
now chastened and subdued in spirit, to 
the house of his Father in I !ea,·en and 
make peace with Him once more. \\"hat
ever of humane hopes are still left un
sh a ttered, they may still be seen clustered 
around the cause represen tfd by Britain 
and her Allies, the cause of the freedom of 
the body and the mind of man both of 
which are threatened with thraldom of the 
blackest hue known to history. \Ye are 
therefore anxious to see this cause survive 
this struggle. And the only way it can 
survive is, according to our own light, that 
those at the helm of affairs should open 
their eyes to this higher plan that God has 
in view in allowing these war flames to be 
kindled. God wants man to take the scales 
off his eyes and see Him in this variegated 
panorama of the drama of human life, or 
to use the words Ezkeil-" that they shall 
know that I am the Lord." 

This should also do to meet the second 
point of the English friend. This was the only 
suggestion made in the last article. This is 
the only suggestion we have to make now 
as to what we should do. "Turn to God" 
-" know that I am the Lord"- this is the 
greatest deed that is left undone by man
kind. This is what we should learn to do. 
But for this the migh'tiest of our deeds are 
unavailing and bound to end in smoke. 
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Letters to the Editor 

FATALISM 

Sir, 
A strong controversy has been created over 

the subject fatalism and predestination, The 
young generation (English education) of this 
place strongly hold the view of the late Al-Hajj 
Khwaja Kamaluddin Sahib that a M nslim neither 
believed in Fatalism nor Predestination as laid 
down in The Islamic Review. This view is also 
supported by Maulana Mohammad Ali :5ahib in 
his commentary of the Holy Quran in Note 
2605-A and 263.i•A, The Mullahs of this place 
say that the actions of a man are predestined 
and they declare us Kafirs. This Mullah v_iew 
is to some extent supported by Hazarat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad Sahib in this B11rkat-11l-D11a ns 
appeared in the The LiRht dated 24th September 
1941. 

I want to know the correct view of this in• 
tricate subject. I am very anxious abont it. 
Will you please throw light on this and discuss 
in detail in The Li~ht quoting authorities from 
Quran and Hadith. I am sure that every man 
will have doubt in this. I expect an early res• 
ponse. 
Madura M. H. Hussaini. 

[We regret the unusual delay in the yu~lica• 
tion of this and some other commun1cat1ons. 
According to the Quran man is perfectly free in 
his choice in the matter of right and wrong. We 
have shown hirr. (men) the way, says God It is 
for him to follow it or reject it. In the matter of 
prosperity, adversity or calamity that comes one's 
way, one is subject to a pre-or?ai!1ed wr)t. . Tbe 
fact remains however that 1t 1s an intricate 
problem and has baffled the mind of man all 
through the ages. Hafiz of old explained away 
even his moral delinquencies by shoving the res• 
ponsibility to God'd shoulder: 

" In the path of good report I have been denied 
any passage. If you don't like it, change my 
destiny." 

This is a wrong view. So far as choice 
between right and wrong goes, every man is 
born free to make his own choice. In the matter 
of achievement too, much depends on his per• 
sonal effort. When all is said and done however 
the fact remains that like a bubble on the surface 
of the ocean, man is at the mercy of waves that 
are mostly beyond our ken.-Edit.] 

Omar and Alexandria Library 

Dear Sir, 
Apropos the article entitled" Hasrat Umar 

and Alexandrian Library " appearing in The 
Light some months back, let me say that you 
have indeed done a great service by pnblishing 
contributions throwing further light on this topic, 
especially the learned views of the Italian 

Scholar Prince Leone Castani. You would do 
well also to publish in your esteemed paper the 
views of the greatest Indian Muslim Historian 
of the 1;1h century namelv 1-'rnf Shibli Nnuman. 
on this snbj~ct expressed° in his famous Urdu 
w0rks (i.e. Urd11 History!. I draw yum further 
attention to the fact that a certain text book on 
Logic (namely C.:,·eiRlitun'.~ Te>,t lfooll 011 Lc>RiO) 
11serl for the intermediate classes in all the 
Colleges in Madras Presidency 1111d perhaps in 
other Universities also in several parts of India 
contains a typical example for what is called 1\ 

' dile11mi,1tio,il <1rg11t11e11t i1t LoRio ' alleged to 
have been used by Urnar Farook in justification 
for his orders to burn the famous library, 
Professors and Lecturers teach this fabricated 
argument to their students and by this method 
of " sugJ!elitia f,ilsi " thousands of students 
every year pass out from the Colleges and 
nniversities with the false impression that the 
great Caliph burnt the Library. This is a great 
injustice to Islam and its great Caliph, one of 
the greatest benefactors of humanity, the mo•t 
God-fearing and exemplary figure that ever 
adorned the pages of the World History, Hence 
I respectfully request yon to rescue the fair 
name of Omar the Great from this slander by 
writing a strong Editorial, drawing the attention of 
the Government and the Universities to expunge 
the above " fabricated argument " from the text 
book concerned or to prohibit the use of the 
same in the interest of peace and harmony in 
India. 

Tellichery P. Oosman Kaya. 
I We are surprised that in the Presidency 

where a wide-awake man like Mr. Fossil comes 
from such insulting references to a Great Caliph 
of Islam should form part of text-books. Will 
he please find out and throw light on the a!lega• 
tion.-Edit.J 

WAS HAGAR AN EGYPTIAN ? 

When Abraham with his wife Sarah left 
Egypt, the King of Egypt gave him presents 
enumerated in Genesis, 12: 16, which says
"And he (the King entreated Abraham well for 
her (Sarah's) sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, 
and he-asses, and men servants, and maid ser
vants, and she-asses, and camels." The verse 
does not say that Hagar was one of the maid 
servants received as present from the king. The 
name of Hagar is found later. As Sarah had no 
issue, she wished to give " her handmaid, an 
Egyptian, whose name was HRgar" "to her 
husband Abraham to be his wife" (Genesis 16: 1 
and 3) in order to obtain children by her. Hagar 
has been mentioned as an Egyptian in Genesis 
Ch. 16 : 1 and 3; and Ch. 21 : 9, from which 
our Christian friends have deduced that Hagar 
must have been one of the maid servants given 
by the King of Egypt to Abraham. While com• 
menting on the word Egyptian applied to Hagar, 
the Century Bible Genesis, on page 204 has thus 
remarked-" It is stated, however, that there 
was an Arabian state, occupying portions of 
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Northern Arabia nnrl Syria, called /Hucr. The 
Hebrew word trnnslated 'Egypt inn' is Micrith; 
and it is s11ggested I thnt this word means here 
'woman of M11cr '. It is more llHt11ral to con• 
nect th~ Arabian tribes of 1-lngar and Ishmael 
with I\ district of Arabia than with Egq1t." 

\Viii any Hebrew knowing scholar throw 
more light on this point ? 

It appears that the word mnid servant or 
hand maid has not been used in nny bnd sense 
in the Bible. In Luke, 1 : 38 ;\lary calls herself 
as" the hand maid of the Lord." The word, 1f 
used to Hagar, does not belittle her dignity in 
any way. 
CUTTACI{: SH. GHULAM GHAWS. 

CHINESE MUSLIM LEADERS 
The war has brought to the limelight 

the position of the Chinese Muslims. In 
China's resistance against Japan, this tongh 
bunch of people numbering 50,000,000 have 
made a distinct contribution. But who are 
their leader? 

First and foremost Genernl Pai Chunghsi, 
Deputy Chief-of-Staff of the Chinese Army and 
one of the most trnsted men of Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek. He was chiefly instrumental in 
organising in 1938 in Hankowthe Chinese Islamic 
National ~alvation Ferleration which now has its 
hearlquarters in Chungking. He is still serdng 
as its President. 

Holding the reins of affairs on the north• 1 
western frontier is General l\la Hung-kwei, 
chairman of Ningsia Prol'ir:ce and commander 
of the 15th Army. His predecessor, General !\la 
Hung-pin, retains his command of the Klst Army, 
while a third member of the powerful Mohamedan 
Ma clan, General Ma Pufang, is chairman of 
Chainghai Province and commander of the 2nd 
Army. These three Mas have frustrated repeat• 
ed Japanese intrigues for alienating Chinese , 
Muslims in the North-west and their soldiers : 
have shown their fighting mettle in many battles 
against the Nippon invaders. 

Other Chinese Muslims holding military rank 
include General Ma Pnching, commander of the 
cavalry units of the 5th Army ; General Yaung 
Tehliang, commander of the 191st Division: 
General Yulbas councillor of the National 
Military Council, Major-General Ma Yu-chi, 
Chief-of-Staff of the Szechwan and Sikang Paci• 
fication Headquarters; Rrignde Commander 
Wang Kei-chin of the 191st Division; General 
Ma Tsung, former acting governor of Yunnan 
and new president of the Chinese Muslim Pro• 
gress Association of that province ; and General 
Ma Lin, Vice-Commander,in-Chief of the 17th 
Army who is also a State Councillor of the 
National Government, 

Muslim Administrators 
The list of Chinese Muslims holding ndmi• 

nistrative posts in Government offices is also a 
long one. Messrs. Ma,Fn-liang and Ismail are 
advisers of the National Military Council, while 
Dr. Masoud, former State Councillor of the 
National Government, is a member of the 
Legislative Yuan. Other Muslim members of 
the Legislati-ve Yuan include Messrs. Wang Zin 
Shah, Isa Yusuf. The Executive Yuan has a 

~luslim adviser in the person of l\lr. Abdul 
Kndir nnd Mr. Mr1 Yno Nnn is a member of the 
Countrol Yuan. 

On the i\longolian nnd Tibetan Affairs Com• 
mission, Chinese l\-luslims are reprnsented by 
Messrs Tang Ko,san and Sun Shing-wu. Mr. 
ChE:n Ching•yu is il!nslim representative in the 
People's Political Council. 

In the provincial governments, Mr. Shih 
Tze-chow, member of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Kuamintang serves as Com
missioner of Education ; for Ningsia Province : 
Dr. Ma Chun is a member of the Shansi Pro
vincial Government and illr. Yang Shihmin is 
director of the Ytinnan Provincial Tax Bureau. 

ln the diplomatic tield, i\lr. l\la Hungtoo is 
First Secretary to the Chinese Legation in 
Tnrker, while Mr. Lin Shihming is Chinese 
Consul in Arabia. 

Educators 
\'Veil-known Chinese l\luslim educators in

clude Sheikh Ta Pu sheng, Principal of Islam 
Normal School, Sheik :\la Sung-ting, vice-princi
pal of Cheng Ta Normal School and ~fr Shah 
Kuo chen, director of the Chinese Students 
i\lission at Al·Azhar University at Cairo, Egypt, 
who hJs recenty returned to China. Sheik 
\Vang \Veng•Cheng is noted as translator of the 
Holy Koran. Shek Ha Teh-Cheng is President 
of the Chinese Islamic Culture Association. 
Amon.11 the group of :\luslim students who have 
returned from Azhar Cniverslty, Messrs Ma 
Chien, Na-Chung and Hai \Veiliang hold the
best prospects as futqre leaders of Islamic cul
ture in China. 

V ASW ANI'S MESSAGE TO YOUTH 

Faith in Unity and Human Brotherhood 
Vaswaniji has sent the foilowing message to 

the Bahai Youth Conferences. Thev held 
recently a Youth Conference in the Bah~i Hall, 
Karachi. 

" Don't be worldly-minded but be world
minded. Think in terms of humanitv. Com
m unalism is a creed of the past. Unity is our 
urgent need, for unity is inuer spiritual 
coherence. 

"Yet let us talk less about unity: let us 
believe in it: let us live unity. 

"The greatest crisis in history is come upon 
us. Civilisation is sinking. Brute force sup
ported by modern science, challenges the world. 
\Ve are in an epoch of confusion and chaos. 
Darkness is spreading. At this time let us 
believe in unity, 

" This unity is not a parchment nor a paper
resolution: this unity is an inner resolve of the 
Soul : it is faith in one another. 

" Let the Hindu and the Muslim have faith 
in each other. Let the yonths of India, the 
youths of different communities and different 
groups, have faith in one another. Swaraj 
without faith is a snare. Liberty without faith 
is half dead. Faith is the unitive force of life. 

"This faith is mntual devotion. As the war 
is coming nearer and nearer the gates of India, 
I breathe ont an aspiration that the Hindu, thi: 

(Se, J,age 8) 
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should be resorted to, not whenever it is con
venient to do ~o, bnt when it is absolntelr 
essential as will be evidenced from the fact that 
the injunction " keep yonr dnty to Allah " 
follows every direction of the snbject of divorce. 
L11stly, to the mind of the present writer, it 
appears ridiculous that an individual or a group 
of individ nals should be allowed free hand in an 
affair with the results of which it is not mt1ch 
concerned, whereas the party which is most in
timately connected with the affair and which 
connection is supposed to continne as Ion~ as 
even one of them snrvives, should not be allowed 
to have any regard shown to its wishes. 

Turning back to the causes which lead to cor
ruption in any society we find that the inviting 
attitude of women has an important role to 
play. Islam therefore says that women should 
conceal nil that they have appended to their bodies 
to add to their natural beauty and also keep 
their bosoms covered, since more than anything 
else, the bosoms give rise to evil inclinations in 
the hearts of men, Let ns compare this injunc
tion with the picture that the \Vest presents to 
us today. The Western women do not onlr 
uncover their bosoms, they make it a point to 
present their persons in such an attractive form 
before the public that all eyes must be focussed 
upon them. And this is not all. They not 
only do not guard their private parts they have 
the courage to assert that illegal intercourse is a 
necessary evil, if it is at all an evil, in the pre
sent day advanced society. 

Soft and amorous language is covered by the 
injunction to women not to look at men, for 
without selection which can only follow an 
examination, women never try to entice men. 

Islam can be deservedly proud of the con
tribution it has made for providing means for 
maintaining a high moral tone in society, It 
not only condemns corruption in very unequivo
cal terms, it also points out the means which 
make it possible to eschew the evil. And if 
people are not prepared to realize the gravity of 
the crime, punishment which is in keeping 
with the seriousness of the crime is to be award
ed not only to enable the criminals to see 
clearly but also in order that snch cases my serve 
as examples to others. Says the Quran : 

" The adulterer and the adulteress, scourge 
ye each of them ( with l a hundred stripes. 
And let not pity for the twain withhold you 
from obedience to Allah, if ye believe in 
Allah and the Last Day. And let a party 
of believers witness their punishment." 

(24, 2.) 
" The adulterer shall not marry save an 

adulteress or an idolatress, and the adulteress 
none shall marry save an adulterer or an 
idolater. All that is forbidden unto be
lievers." (24, 3.) 
In Islam chp.stity has the first place, in 

modern civilization it has none. No wonder 

the so-called civilized man has not the eyes to 
see the depravity of oorruption and considers 
the punishment prescribed by the Quran ne bar
barous and inhuman, 

I want my Muslim brethren to reali1.e that 
pc1rit11/i in wh11tever form it may be observed, is 
not br itself oufficient to achieve the object so 
dear to us, i e., the eliminati<m of corruption 
from Muslim society. Also that it is much 

1 more important for us to follow the dictates of 
the Qnran to the very letter rather than deter• 
mining which of the forms of the present day 
part/ah has behind it the sanction of the !'l'luslim 
theologians. Once we make it a point to fol
low Quran, all forms of present day f,ardah 
will become needless, Indeed if we are honest 
enough we must admit that we lay so much 
stress on the form of the veil, simply because 
we are not in a position to fulfil the actual con
ditions laid down in the Holy Book. 

Why we cannot fulfil the conditions laid 
down in the Quran may now be considered, Of 
this, t8 our mind, there are three causes. First, 
that almost all of us ar·e economically very weak 
so that among other things we make our women 
folk live and move and have their being in a 
manner which is not quite to our liking but at 
the same time cannot be helped and we are no 
able to marry our sons and daughters at mar
riageable ages, as good matches are not forth
coming. Secondly, the Islamic atmosphere does 
not prevail around us. We are neither familiar 
with the teaching of the Quran nor are the laws 
to govern the conduct of society taken from ou 
Holy Book. This means that we cannot quite 
realize the depravity of various evils, nor is it 
made known to us by the award cf suitable 
punishment, etc. Last but not least, un-Islnmic 
influence has taken hold of our minds and we 
have begun to think that our emancipation lies 
in out-growing Islam, many injunctions of which 
as some of us have said more than once, have 
by now become out-of-date. For instance, our 
so-called civilized women-folk have begun to 
feel that their station has been misrepresented by 
the following lines in the Quran : 

" Men are in charge of women, because 
Allah hath made the one of them to excel 
the other, and because they spend of their 
property (for the support of women). So 
good women are obedient, guarding in secret 
that which Allah hath guarded As for those 
from whom ye fear rebellion, admonish them 
and banish them to beds apart and scourge 
them. Then if they obey you, seek not a 
way against them, Lo 1 Allah is ever High, 
Exalted, Great." (4, 34,) 

Aud it is the acceptance of this un-Islamic 
inflnence by the so-called educated Muslims 
that is responsible for the cry so often raised 
among pious believers that pardah is absolutely 
essential in towns and cities, whereas it may o,: 
may not be observed in villages. The simple 
and natnral life of the villages is by itself a 
guarantee against adnltery and fornication, 
whereas in the cities the artificial, luxurions and 
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polluted modern life is acting as a never foilmg 
stimulant for loose nnd immoral cond11ct. 

For the elimination of corruption from Mus· 
lim society we should therefore aim at three 
things. In the first pince, we should try to 
make ourselve economically strong. In tbe 
second pince, we should imbue ourselves thrOt1!(h 
and through with the teachings of the Qnran. 
Lastly, we should have 

0

faith in the Holy Hook, 
raise our inner moral tone according to iis 
dictates, remembering : 

"You are the best community that hn1b 
been raised up for mankind, ye enjoin ri!!ht 
conduct and forbid indecency; and ye he• 
lieve in Allah... (3, 110.) 

and" ... This day have I perfected your re
ligion for yon and completed My favour unto 
you, and have chosen for you as religion al• 
Islam." (5, 3.) 

Till such time as we can make ourselves I 
economically strong and succeed in raising our 
inner moral tone, what we should do, I am not 
quite sure. Perhaps one of the forms of the 
present dry J,ardah may be allowed to continue, 
for however discouraging the results achieved by 
it in the past may be, it has given some protec• 
tion to our women and that much must be 
acknowledged. 
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There is another section of Hindus that 
wants to prevent cow sacrifice by legislative 
rnensnres. !:,uggestions to this effect ,have bee11 
n,nde. " In a free India," said IJr, M 
a public meeting in Madras, " the sln11ghter of 
cow will he prohibiled by iegislative enRctme111." 
lfot this is a game at which two c,rn plar, 
There are Hindu majority provinces and Muslim 
majority provinces, If in the former the exer• 
cise of religious rights is prevented by legislative 
measures, retaliatory measures will be resorted 
to in the latter. 1 his problem cannot be solved 
by legislative enactment. The remedy will 
aggravate the disease. By good will on both 
sid,s the problem can be amicably settled. 

The problem of the slaughter of cow is 
inextricably bound with that of music before 
mosque. I am perfectly conscious of the fact. 
that Music does play an important part i11 
Hindtt worship; but a procession is no worship 
and heavens will not fall if music is stopped 
before mosque. The aggressive Hindu not only 
pla) s music before mosque but he deliberately 
stands in ~1ont of the mosque and creates a hell 
of a noise just to annoy l\luslims. Curiously 
enough the reason for not stopping music before 
mosque is not religious. The Hindu merely 
claims or wants to assert his right to use the, 
King's highway. Is the P.indu alone entitled 
to it? The Muslim is as much a subject of His 
Majesty as the Hindu and he too claims the 
same right. He wants to lead the cow along 
the King's highway to the slaughter house. Why 
should the Hindu deny the Muslim this right ? 

The only solution of this vexed question is 
that the Hindu should stop music before mosque 
and the Muslim should sacrifice the cow in such 
a manner as not to offend the susceptibilities of 
the Hindn. This can he done through mutual 
good-will and give-and take and not by the use 
of physical force or legislative enactment, The 
Muslim is a lover of peace. He wants peace 
with honour. He therefore will not tolerate any 
encroachment on or curtailment of his rights. 
If the Id passed off peacefully in certain 
places it is because the Hindus of that place 
were frevented by the police from creating any 
disturbance and where there were riots they were 
the result of the nefarious efforts of the Hindl1S 
to prevent Muslims from the exercise of their 
religious rights . 

(Continued from page 6) 
Muslim, the Sikh, the Parsi, the Christian, the 
Jew and the Jain may stand one by the other 
10 mutual devotion. This devotion is self• 
dedication to faith in God and man. 

"In this day of darkness when Nations have 
faith in force and hate, let Sind, let India show 
that this Ancient Land has still bands of youths 
who have faith in human nature,-who believe 
not in bombs and violence bnt in Peace and 
Brotherhood." 
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