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ISLAM: A CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

NEW WORLD ORDER: CRY FOR THE ORDER OF ISLAM 

[Text of a paper read by Mr. Muhammad Yaqub Khan, 
at Alt-India. Islamic History Congress, held at Lahore, 
under the presidency of Dr. Sir Zia-ud-Din Ahmad, V1ce
Cnancellor, Muslim University, Aligarh.] 

If history is not to be a funeral oration over 
the dead past or merely a postmortem dissection 
of that past, it must serve as a beacon to light 
up our path in the living present and point the 
way to the coming future. History is too often 
confined to a few crowned heads that make 
their appearance on the stage of life and their 
exploits on that stage, True history would go 
to the sea of contemporary human life and 
11tudy the currents and cross-currents of life of 
which these spectacular happenings are but the 
outer manifestations. It is the purpose of this 
paper to focus attention on the vital dynamic 
iorces that gave birth to the history of Islam and 
made it what it was. 

I once had the privilege of hearing Allama 
Iqbal say that Islam is not a religion in the 
commonly received sense of that word. The 
same is true of the history of Islam. There are 
-one or two fundamental facts about the history 
of Islam which make it absolutely unlike any 
other history, secular or religious. Commonly 
speaking history is the story of the struggle of 
man equipped with some sort of material or 
intellectual superiority for self-expansion, self
assertion or self-expression. We find both these 
forces conspicuous by their absence when the 
history of Islam opens its very first chapter. 
We see neither any material power to back it up 
nor any brain power behind it to plan, organize 
or push forward the newly-born movement. The 
lone cry of a solitary soul, for long a cry in the 
wilderness, was all the equipment with which the 
history of Islam embarked on its great ad venture 
to change the whole face of the earth. Hali has 
taken note of this wonderful phenomenon in 
his soul-stirring line: 
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The Holy Prophet, as you know, had to go from 
place to place, even hide in caves, for his life. 
Besides the Quran makes it a point to describe 
him as an " Ummi ", unlettered Prophet. What 
a beginning for a history I It seems it was an 
express Divine plan to denude the rise of Islam 
of all worldly equipment. On the other hand we 
find all the material odps ranged against Islam. 
A llama Iqbal, fascinated by this unique pheno• 
menon in world history, thus sings of it in his 
own sweet strains: 
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This great fact about the history of Islam, 
that is, Islam denuded of all material equipment 
triumphing over the greatest united material 
resources of the day ranged against it has left 
even the non-Muslim historians dumb-founded, 
This is how Stoddard pays tribute to this re• 
markable phenomenon in his book, The Ne'UJ 
World of /slam : 

"The rise of Islam is perha'.ps the most amazing 
event in human history. Springing from a land and 
a people alike previously negligible, Islam spread 
within a century over half the earth, shattering great 
empires, overthrowing Jong-established religions, 
moulding the souls of races and building up a whole 
new world-the world of Islam. 

"The closer we examine this development the 
more extraordinar.v does it appear. The other great 
religions won their way slowly, by painful s1rug!(le 
anct finally triumphed with the aid of powerful 
monarchs converted to the new faith. Christianity 
had its Constantine, Buddhism its Asoka and Zoras
tranism its Cyrus, each lending to his chosen cult the 
mighty force of secular au1honty. Arising in desert 
land soarsely inhabited i.,y a nomad race, previously 
undistinguished in human annals, Islam sallied forth 
on 11s great adventure with the slenderest human 
hacking and against the heaviest material odds. Yet 
Islam triumphed with seemingly miraculous ease 
><nd a couple of generations saw the Fiery Crescent 
borne vir.torious from the Pyrenees to 1he Himalayas 
anct from the deserts of Central Asia to the deserts of 
Cer11ml Africa." 

It is the purpose of this paper to get at the 
forces behind this unique phenomenon of world 
history . 
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What was it that made just a handful of 313, 
consisting mostly of ill•equipped raw youths 
and old men, victorious over a band ol 1,000 
strong veteran warriors, armed to the teeth ? 
What was it that made the Byzantine and the 
Roman Empires, two greatest p·.>wers of the day 
topple down like a house of cards before a people 
unknown in history and till lately as scattered 
as the sands of their desert ? What was it that 
made a band of just 600 put out to sea, land on 
a rock which even Hitler dare not touch so far, 
burn their boats behind them and face a whole 
empire that lay before them, an episode which 
worked up the Muse of Iqbal to the stirring 
strains: 
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What was the force behind this, I ask. What 
was it that carried the flag of Islam to Granada 
on one side and to Delhi on the other and within 
less than a century flooded a dark and dismal 
globe with the light of knowledge and science. 
We must embark on a quest after this something 
if we are to understand the whole story of the 
history of Islam. 

You will bear me out that in carrying you 
into these neglected vistas of the history of Islam, 
I am indulging in no idle flights of fancy, I am 
putting before you the hard facts of that history. 
Those facts undoubtedly sound stranger than 
fiction ; so sudden, so meteoric was the rise of 
Islam, so dazzling and all-pervading the effulgence 
it caused all around. History is still rubbing 
eyes at this miracle of changing the whole face 
of the earth and in the twinkling of eyes, as it 
were. With all this, the fact remains that this 
miracle was a hard reality and the force that 
made it possible constitutes the anchor-sheet of 
the history of Islam. To that anchor-sheet we 
must get if we must understand the history of 
Islam and fulfil the high destiny which we 
inherit as a legacy from that history That force 
was the force of the cultural revolution that was 
released by Islam. Iqbal lays his finger on the 
same force when he exhorts the would-be b11ilders 
of the coming history of Islam: 
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It was the sos-l jigar and the asm-i-baland, i.e., 
a throb of faith and high vision that constituted 
the force behind the history of Islam. It is 
these forces that we must tap if we want the 
history of Islam to repeat itself, if we want 
Islam once more to shape and mould the des
tinies of mankind, if we would see Islam once 
again lead the van of human civilization. To leave 
that force untapped and to talk of the regeneration 
and revival of the world of Islam and if you will 
permit me to come nearer home, to leave that 
force out and talk of Pakistan is like staging the 

proverbial play of Ham let without the Prince of 
Denmark. 

Every revolution comes to release a certain 
amount of force and to that extent changes the 
distinies of those that come into impact with 
that force. The French Revolution released a 
froce o{ it'I own. It was a force for the emanci• 
pntion of man from political bondage, The 
Industrial Revolution of the last two centuries 
made man industry-minded and changed the 
course of history accordingly. The recent 
Russian Revolut10n addressed itself to the bread
problem of man and has made the world under 
its influence think in nothing but economic 
terms; forgetting the wisdom underlying the 
good old saying that man does not live by bread 
alone. Not so the Revolution of Islam, It was 
no partial revolution. It was the Revolution of 
France, of Europe, and of Russia all rolled in to 
one, forestalling all that is best in each one, dis
carding the unwholesome elements of each. As 
Mrs Sirojni has so aptly put it. "Liberty, 
fraternity and equality, the watchwords of the 
French Revolution were practised in Arabia long 
before they were discovered by Farance." For 
true socialism too the world cannot turn to a 
better epoch than the Islamic Society of the 
Prophet's day. The West as yet lags far behind 
Islam, in its valuation of the various values of 
human life. 

Islam puts the human values of life above 
all other values and readjusts all other lesser 
values in the light of that norm. As against the 
Political Revolution of France and the Economic 
Revolution of Russia, Islam may be described 
as a Human Revolution, putting the human 
personality both in its universality and its 
entirety in the centre of the picture of social 
reconstruction. In his Presidential Address, at 
the All-India Muslim Conference held at Lahore 
in 1932. A llama Iqbal expounds this significance 
of the dispensation of Islam in the following 
words: 

"The Faith which you represent (i.e. Islam) recog
nises tne worth of the rndiv1dual and disciplines him
to give away hts all to the service of God and man. 
Its noss,bilities are not vet exhausted. It can still 
create a new world where the social rank of man is 
not determined by his caste or colour or the amount 
of dividend he earns but by tne kind of life the ilives; 
where the poor tax the rich: where human society 
is founded not on the equality of stomachs but on 
the equality of spirits; where an untnuchable cao 
marry the daughter of a king: where private owner
ship is a trust and where capital cannot be allowed 
to accumulate so as to dominate the real producer 
of the wealth." 
The Revolution of Islam addressed itself to 

the problem of human life in its totality and as 
such released a whole volcano of force which 
was as irresistible as it was unknown to history 
before or since, sweeping everything before it, 
empires, religions, cultures and all. It was a 
cultural revolution-the revolution of the outlook 
of man on the entire game of human life-its 
whence, its whither and its wherefore. It was 
this revolutionized outlook that made the early 
sons of Islam look the whole world in the face. 
It was thfa outlook, this faith that they faced 
life with and faced death with, This earthly 

(See page 5) 
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1lie fi9lit 
Sunday, March 1, 1942 

Islamic History Congress 
The inaugural session of the All-India 

Islamic History Congress was opened in 
the Islamia College, Lahore by Dr. Sir 
Zia-ud-Din Ahmad, M.L.A. (Central), 
Vice-Chancellor, Muslim University, 
Aligarh, in the midst of a huge gathering of 
the Muslim intelligentsia of the Punjab 
and great enthusiasm. 

Dr. Khalifa Shuja-ud-Din, Bar.-at-Law, 
Chairman of the Reception Committee 
called attention to the fact that the treat
ment accorded to the Islamic history by 
the Punjab University was step-motherly. 
After Ion~ pleading with the authorities 
of the University he had succeeded to 
make Islamic history a separate paper for 
the degree examination. The result was 
that the number of those taking up this 
subject went up in the course of a few 
years to over 300. The University, how
ever, manceuvred things in another way 
and made that subject an optional part of 
another paper. This led to the flagging of 
interest in that subject again and the 
number of smdents fell to 25. The Uni
versity may not have wilfully done it to 
injure the cause of Islamic history but that 
was the net result of the measure it had 
adopted. The Khalifa Sahib reminded the 
University that the area it was catering for, 
viz., trhe Punjab. N.-W. F. P., Baluchistan 
and Kashmir, was predominantly Muslim, 
85 per cent. of the population being 
Muslim. As such it is its duty to attend 
to the due educational needs of that vast 
section of population. He urged the crea
tion of a separate chair for Islamic History 
in the University. He also urged upon 
young Muslim students of history to take 
to research in Islamic history. There was 
enough of material in the form of manu
scripts and other old records out of which 
a correct picture of the history of Islam 
could be reconstructed. The history of 
Islam as at present presented was much 
distorted. It was up to the youth of Islam 
to come forward to take up the task. The 
study of correct Islamic history was also 
important to the sister community as it 
was sure to lead to better understanding 
between the communities. 

In his Presidential Address Dr. Sir 

Zia-ud-Din Ahmad observed that the 
Muslims were the first to make the study 
of history a regular science and unlike most 
other histories, the rules laid down by the 
Muslims for the collection of their history 
were based on most searching scientific 
scrutiny. Any and every report that came 
their way was not incorporated. They put 
to the test not only the incidents reported 
to them but also whether the reoorters 
of those incidents were men who· could 
be depended upon for their veracity. 
Dr. Zia-ud-Din called attention to the 
principle that every history, in order 
to be properly appreciated had to be 
studi~d in the setting of the back
~round of that history. English history 
had to be studied in the context of 
Roman history. In India. Islamic history 
formed the background of British history 
in India. It was, therefore, indispensable 
that the history of India should be 
studied along with the background of that 
history The Doctor urged that in our 
schools emphasis should be placed on the 
study of Indian history. The Musalmans, 
he recalled, had made a worthv contribu
tion to Indian history and it.should go a 
long way to promote inter-communal 
harmony if that history is presented in a 
proper way. 

An organized e £fort like this to look 
after the history of Islam in India was long 
overdue and the organizers of the Congress 
must be congratulated on this belated 
championship of a forlorn cause. We trust 
this will give the needed impetus to the 
study of Islamic history among the budding 
historian of the country. We also hope 
the University will give a sympathetic 
consideration to this genuine national 
need of the Musalmans. The Punjab 
University has the reputation of being a 
Hindu-ridden University. Even if that be 
a fact, it is no reason why the cultural 
interests of Musalmans should not be safe 
in their hands. A university is pre-eminent
ly a nation-building institution whose pre
cincts should be free from all taint of com
munalism. We trust, the University will 
belie the fears of certain quarters as regards 
its attitude towards the cultural interests 
of Muslims and see its way to meet the 
demand for the creation of an Islamic chair, 

To the Musalmans who have taken up 
this cause we have also to say a word. 
Have they marked the irony of the thing 
that just at the time when the nations of 
the world are all-out to make history, they 
have just started the study 0£ their 
history ? Muslims of India must not 
be content with studying history ; they 
must make history. 
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----------------------------------------
Marwah Vs. Moriah 

(lly Sh. flllulam Cilaws, Cut1:11·k) 

God commanded Abraham saying-
" Take now thy son, thinll only son Isaac 

{?), whom thou lovest, 1111d get thee into the 
lund of Moriah; and offer him thee fer a 
burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of.'' (Gen. 22, 2. A. 
version). 
It appears that Moriah wns a famous mom1 .. 

tnin and 'the land of Moriah ' meant the 
land on which Moriah mountain stands. In 
this verse uo name is mentioned of the parti• 
cular point of the place where the commanded 
sacrifice was to be offered and the last sentence 
of the verse signifies that the pince was to 
receive it, name from this event. Abraham 
had formerly bnilt altars · places of sacrifice) at 
Sichem near "the plain of ~lorah " and at 
Bethel (Gen. 12; 6 to 81; and at Mamre (Gen. 
13; 18) before receipt of this command. These 
altars were situated near Jerusalem; bnt in 
the present command, it appears, a new altar 
was suggested to be built at a new place; which 
shows that the place selected by God for this 
great sacrifice was not any one near Jerusalem 
where altars alread}' existed, and which 
Abraham knew. While commenting on "the 
land of Moriah "in verse 2 above, the Century 
Bible Genesis on page 238 says-

,, There is nothing here to suggest that 
the sacrifice wa, offered in the immediate 
neighbourhood of an important city such as 
we know Jerusalem to have been at this 
time." 
On the third day of receipt of the Divine 

command, Abraham traced the place told of 
by God and " built an altar there". (Gen. 
22; 9). When the transaction of the sacrifice 
was over," Abraham called the name of that 
place Jeizo'Oah-Jirelt ", (Gen. 22; 14). The 
Christians imagine that the temple hill of 
Jerusalem was called • Moriah' where the sacri
fice, as alleged, was offered, Hut the fair
minded commentators ;ay that they are "quite 
uncertain as to the position of the mountain 
referred to in the original narratke". The 
geographers of the world ha,·e not yet been 
able to locate the Biblical ' Moriah' in the 
map. If we g::> deep into the root meaning 
of • Moriah,' we find it identified with ' l\!arwah • 
mentioned in the Quran, which says-

" The Safa and Marwah are among the 
signs of God'' (Ch. 2; ver. 158). 
Then Safah and Marwah are two hills stand

ing even to this day, as monuments, in the 
eacred territory of Mecca in Arabia; and Moriah 
seems to be a corrupt form of Marwah. 

The Moriah is, however. onlv fonnd else 
where once in the Bible, i.e., II Chronicles, 
Ch. 3 ; verse 1 which says -

" Then Solomon began to build the house 
of the Lord at Jerusalem in mount Moriah 

" (A version). 
But instead of Moriah, the Septuagint has 

• Amonite ', The compilers of the English 
version of the Chronicles therefore appear to 
have changed • Amonite' into •Moriah' to 

identify the temple hill with the Moriah men• 
tioned in the previous book, Gen., Ch. 22, pro• 
bably with n view to do hono11r to Jernsnlcm. 
On page 238, the Cent t1ry Bible Genesis con• 
tai11s the note-

" Hut it is donbtful whether the evidence 
ri-i1lly shows thHt the temple hill was called 
the ~loriah, nor would it suit the conditions 
of the narrative." 

Je/r(lt'<ih-Jireh is a compo11nd word in Heb
rew. Jc/10-vah means Gcd and .lireh me:tns • to• 
see'. The authOl's ot the Bible who wrote 
the vtrse 110 doubt intended Jehorah-Jireli to 
be cq11ivalent in meaning to the i\lol'iah of 
verse 2 (Gen. Ch. 22). Yirelt wonlrl hal'c been 
a mnre accurate transliterHtion than J irch, in 
as much ns Jireh is derived from the root Yireh 
meaning' to see'. The word ' Moriah 'seems 
to ha\'e connection with the Hebrew verb ' to 
~ee' vide note at page 238, The Centmv Bible 
Genesis. Thus the word Moriah nic.rn; ' God 
sees' as the word Jehot•ah-Jirelt does. In the 
Quran, the name of the hill is ~_:;-< (:\larwah) 
which is an Arabic word. Grammatically 

l\!arwah is an (/sm-i,zarf) J;l;l'....,l (noun of pince) 

and is of the measure J..a.i,,. (.llaf,1'l); and is 
deri1·ed from the root (ra) 01; meaning' to see ', 
The word ~I arwah signifies 'place of seeing 
or vision '; and is thus synonimous with the 
words ' Moriah' and Jehot•ah-Jirch of the 
Genesis in the Bible. In one place of the 
Quran, we have (Allah- }:'ireh1 IJil_;-? . .:UJI (t'ide 
S11ra-i-Al-'Ah1q; Ch. 96; ver. 14) which means 
'God seeth ', The Hebrew for Allah,Yit-eh 
(God seeth) is El-roi. However. the hill 
Marwah (meaning place of seeing or vision) is 
so called, because it is a sanctuary. And 

1 'Safa' means sanctity: and the ceremony of 
running between the hills Safa and Marwah is 
still ob,:erved HI the pilgrimage in Mecca. 
The 1'1oriah and Jehovr1h-Jireh of the Genesis 
is no othrr than the existing hill .Marwah near 
~lecca. 

It may be argued that the Hindus might 
as well say that both the places are really no 
more than their sacred monotHin Meru. But 
only saying will not do. The saying must have 
support of historical, traditional and geographi• 
cal facts. 

l\ly idea is supported by the Arab History 
that Ismael the eldest son of Abraham dwelt at 
Mecca with his mother Hagar; and that both 
Abraham and Ismael were connected with the 
raising of the foundations of the R:a'ba in 
Mecca, which stands even to this day to receive 
the honour of a singularly sacred mosque in the 
Muslim world. According to the Quran and the 
Muslim traditions, it was not· Isaac, but Ismael 
whom Abraham was ordered in a vision to 
offer as the sacri flee ; and it was only a vision 
(ruyal which Abraham had verified in action 
and had given a material shape '!)ide Ch. 37 
verses 102 to 105 of the Quran. The sacrifice 
was offered at Mina in the vicinity and valley 
of Marwah, All these go to prove that the 
existing hill Marwah near Mecca has been called 
.Moriah in the Genesis of the Bible, 
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(Cotitin11ecl from page 2) 

span of life, taught Islam, was but a prelude to 
the bigger, better and more beautiful life to 
come. "l am hut like a w1y-farer," said the 
Holy Prophet," who on a hot day stops under 
a shady tree for a while to march ahead after a 
little rest." This was tho significance, the value 
the Prophet put on this life. Another saying of his 
thus throws light on the deep~st longing of his 
heart : " 1 long that l may be killed in the path 
of God, brought back to life and killed again, 
again brought back to life and killed again." 
\Vhen a Muslim warrior went out to give battle 
to the enemy, he would take a message from 
those behind to tho;;e gone to the "other side," 
So sure were thev of life after death and so 
anxious to enter it. Anv barrier between this 
life and the life to come did nnt exist for them. 
A 1\lnslim young man, standing on a side of the 
battle-field was enjoyin~ the delicious dates of his 
country when he saw that he must rush to the 
rescue of a comrade in the fray. Throwing 
away the dates still left in his hand, he made a 
significant remark ns he plunged into the battle. 
" \Veil," he said, " I will take these in the other 
world." These incidents should give a glimpse 
into the working of the Muslim mind, as revolu
tionized by Islam. A Muslim put scant value 
on this life and its charms. He looked upon 
his lile as a flying visit, the hereafter being his 
abiding home. This made him immune against 
all weaknesses of the flesh and the evils that flow 
in their wake. The great Gautam Buddha found 
kingly throne too much of a distraction and 
retreated into the solitudes of the woods to seek 
Knowledge and Truth and Peace. The Prophet 
of Islam rose from a humble station in life to 
be the spiritual a11d temporal overlord of the 
Peninsula of Arabia but it wrought not the 
slightest change in his outlook. Wielding right 
regal authority, he yet lived the life of a recluse, 
mending his own shoes, patching his own clothes, 
milking goats, doing shopping for widows and 
aged women, looking after the orphans, the 
invalids and the indigent. Even in the days of 
plenty when other Mnslims lived in comparative 
ease, the Prophet's own dear daughter must 
grind corn with her own hands. He told his 
wives point-blank that they must either stay in 
his house or long for the charms of worldly life. 
Abu Bakr and Umar, the two great builders of 
the history of Islam who immediately succeeded 
the Prophet were the models of simple-living 
and high-thinking the like of whom no history 
has ever seen or can ever see. Mahatma Gandhi 
who had an opportunity to study their lives 
during one of his prison holida}'S could not but 
feel deeply impressed. Himself an apostle of a 
life of simplicity and rigour, he felt that here 
was an example in the lives'1of these two great 
history-makers of lslam which should serve as 
an inspiration to all those engaged in the work 
of nation-building. When the Congress minist
ries took office, the first thing he did was to 
remind them that lest the intoxication of power 
should contaminate them and make them relax 

the standard of simple-living, they must always 
keep the examples of Abu Bakr and Umar before 
them, 

Prny, don't accuse me of having lapsed into 
religion. I am talking about history. l recall 
these stray incide11ts from the history of lslam 
ina~mnch us they throw side-lights on the inner 
revolution in the outlook of man that Islam 
brought 11bo11t. This revolution is not confined 
to thnt golden era of Islam, where no doubt we 
find the transformation touching the highest 
watermark. The force generated was so powerful 
that it made an impress 011 the whole course of 
Islamic history wherever that history extended. 
\\Then the 1\luslim armies entered other ltrnds, 
their fame travelled and reached there before 
them and the populace received them with open 
arms, in preference to the rule of their own 
co-religionists; for they knew in Islam, the rulers 
of the people were the servants of the people. 
That is the story we find in every conntry, in 
Syria, in Palestine, in Iraq, in Egl'pt, in Spain 
and here in far-off India. In fact history records 
that if tJ,e ;\lnslim armies of occupation were 
compelled, by the vicissitudes of warfare, to quit a 
town, the people actually bewailed their departure. 
On their own side, if ,they could no longer hold 
a town and had to go, the l>luslim Generals 
would return to a pie before leaving the town 
the J izya tax levied on them for the protection 
extended to them. In some Syrian towns there 
were scenes of shedding tears at the departure of 
Mt1slims. Such was the hnmane rule that Islam 
gave to the world. The kingdom of Heaven of 
which the evangelist sang was realized in hard 
reality on this earth in the kingdom of Islam. 
This was made possible by the revolution that 
Islam wrought in the outlook of man. 

Coming nearer home to the much-maligned 
history of Islam in India we find a conception 
of justice between man and man which this so
called 20th Century civilization will yet take 
generations to approach. We are familiar with 
the sort of notions of jastice that the white man 
has. He has one code for his own race and quite 
another for the subject races. Just compare this 
to the higher standard of justice that prevailed 
in India under the Muslim rule. An iostance of 
this from the life of ]ahangir has been made 
immortal in the form of verse by the late Maulana 
Shibli. 

Nnr Jahan had by accident caused the 
death of a man who had dared to intrude upon 
the privacy of the royal harem and was charged 
with murder in the court of Jahangir. This is 
how Shibli describes the event: 
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.J::-~~ ;-.,4 2 !~"'-~ .:::' I c .71.t..., \ ;"=-~ 
..:> r- ~':'::; .._,l• "'-$ f.~ ._,~.> >-~ >':)!.~ ;, I 

v•, J::"" ..;.Jo'.':':..:~ ,tS ;!: .._,4~;_,3 .._,.,, "'-1. 

o_.} oW:...i.v.!:. J::"" "->,r; 2 ,r-:-:~•4~ .._,J,,,> 
tL...':':? l':"-Y...-1 "'~· J. i,½ .J::"' o\1;, ..:;......>-,;. 

o-~ )"'\ efl ;!: .J::" .::.,.,.I~ ,i.l u 1:r-/ 41 ..:..i,,,;. 
4,.~~ 0,;:. J. ol!, ,ri..?, .:::' c~ ,:;.;.,. 
..:>) , "''!;'.._, _/ .._,_,_., .>-MW.; ;!: }'l'!" c:J_,, 
J. I'~ t;> ,t,,J,,,$')1 ~> .,~ _,_$ .._,,~;I, 
.:.,"") ol!, .:... I ,11.$ JI,;• ._j .J::"" }-1;> J '-:""""' 
...,,.t..:.. ;,1:.;,,. ....t.:v• Ll.:) 1S' J,u ... _,J I'"' 

o-s"-- L!: _,-; ~~ .!f; .,~ f.:,- \S' J.=-• 
..::J';:~. "'~- I;,? .,_s oW:..~ "'~ IS:'!;' _,_., 

o__. , 111,l,:,:.. vt:-~t!, ,_,,'::,_,~ ..,,~•""'' ..... ~v• ✓-~ 

tr~ =~-'"" ~ ,11.;:_.,j '-""' _;4;> ,!_ ✓,~I 
vj-='- ~ u.s:.;:..... ....,ly~.,.,; vl.,r."' u•,;i .. 
4f "'i. ;,1 l;J ,!_ i-½-1 "'--? ._i~L,, .;{.,...> 

.:.,-"" t > ~ ~ "'-:;- • \ ._s.>-.!:. ,l\;:,.;;S } \ .,1 

We know how devoted Jahangir was to Nur 
Jahan but when it was a question of justice, the 
high Islamic tradition in him asserted itself and 
he brushed aside this strongest passion of the 
heart of man as a mere straw. \Vhat a practical 
demonstration of the Quranic verse: 

Al .I~ 1.-i.14 ..::J';:"l_,i 1_,;_,s 1_,,;..j ..:..,--?.JJI 4.1.I 4. 

- .:.;J::i i 'ill, .:.,,.,>Jl,J I _,I ~I ..1.,1- _,J_, 

Gentlemen, it is a fascinating story, this high 
sense of humanity, justice and £airplay that 
l'slam inculcated in its followers wherever it 
went, and I cannot resist the temptation, even 
at the risk of overdoing the thing, to call atten
tion to another incident from the life of a 
Muslim King of Khujand Murad by name. The 
story goes that the King, enraged at the work of 
a mason whom he had put on the construction of 
a mosque had one of his hands cut off. The 
mason came to the Qazi for justice. This is how 
Iqbal has enshrined this jewel of Islamic history 
in verse: 

..::.-.•) )L.,,,."" ..>.-o,l.... )I ...,.,_.;. c~-"!'

.;:...._i; ) I) , ol_,3U ~\i ~~ 

rS )l,;:j_f ..;-. t~? '"' ..::....S 
rS ,;lS' .>-.-4 ~T 1:.~ 

~ ....,t.11;, ..:,_,i...., ..;..,-1 .,ui,...., 

~.,a> ..::.,i _,.J c?,; )I .:.,-S eh• 
'-:"'-' ~ ....,,~ .>-: w>t. ~i. 

~ ,.,_,;.. )Yo'"- ;>> I; .r-1;, >1r 
.>.~.~ v i _,.J ~., )I .....;;. ~;; 

~> ....,1;~ u..,;. --1~ ~li ..r'':':i 
,MO.,> ~ri ~> -=..J~,;. ) I 
-.s.,;..,, .>-ii LA. .tl-.l~ , I .J>;'-

tl •>;~ ~,.,;. o> .f) I "'.:.:, ...:;....J 
t I 

I 
O) ;,T ,.,_,,;. t;~ ) \ ...;1J;:.1 

;;_,~ .,._,.\ ...,,.t..:...:JI J u"'°\li ..::...A.! 

..::.,t/i 0 .,.m; ...,-1.1 "'-i > .,-:-:~ ,_}->-> J 

...::...-':':• ;1,r_...1 )I ;>.+~ ,t-" .>--:-• 

..::...--;-:i }•- )I ;~ v~r._;) "',!;, ..:..i,..:. 
..,_-::;..;;, f.s.,.,. ~.T v-1.I >1;-"" .._,.,~ 

.>-~ ..:..i,;~r J:,;:.,.i )I .r,._,,.;.. ..:;.....,,> 

.>.-31.r .._,,!;,_,_,.L,,;. yL:i I; v•~ 

.>--> 1_,_,.;.. ..:;~ )11, J.>-...Jl~ ;.~.i 
-r,.~.,_~ \ .>-_,.;.. ,rvi ) \ ...:;...lS 

.r"'~s-1.~ ..:,,.i..1:.-o,. di.]-! ) \ 

Ji,..I:. Jl.-::1"" ;-? "'-)J- ~Lt 

}-J ;--:-•i..::~, ~-~T ..::.,_,-h.... 

..::....... =~ 'll_, .. , •->-~ ..., T;1, ~~., 
~"""" C:-~• L:-~.) v-.-> ....... ., 4 . ..:!-T 

There is talk of the New World Order. Can 
you conceive of a better, a superior, a more 
humane \Vorld Order than the Order not only 
preached but realizer! by lslnm ? There is talk 
of the Atlantic Charter. A ;-.1uslim can only 
laugh at these vain claims 0f the \Vestetn civi
lization which are not worth the paper they are 
written on. The Quranic Charter alone can be 
a guarantee of the rights and liberties of all 
sections of humanity which proclaims without 
any reservations verbal or men ta! : 

u"' l_,J.>-~1- l_,J,>..a:; Y ..:;I~ ..... .,. v~ __,,$J.,. ✓~:; y 

-0.,.u.J1 iJ y ✓• I 

I 
which proclaims: 

~)'I o I l_,i.,t.,.;:J 4 _,,..!;. , J.~4,i ...,..s-~ ul 

which proclaims: 

y fal!' ,3✓-.;;J,I ell 

which proclaims : 

;;.,._,._1, ;;...1 ._,.,L;J\ Q~ 

which proclaims: 

~.Ii.II ._s;, •~.I , .:.,~ 'lit, J.,...J4 ✓ .. 4 . ....ii ol 

This is the Charter, The Divine Charter that 
can guarantee equity, justice and fellow•feeling 
between man and man, community and commu
nity, nation and nation, race and race, and colour 
and colour. It is an insult to a M usalman to be 
asked to turn for a moment to any other direction 
for light and inspiration. It is a pity that the 
present-day Musalman should put up with any such 
insulting advances. All these advances whether 
sugar-coated as nationalism, socialism, New 
World Order, Atlantic Charter or any other 
blooming thing are so many toys with which 
humanity is beguiling itself. With all her to
lerance-and no other system, religious or secular 
can approach anywhere near the tolerance of 
Islam - Islam is most intolerant on this one point 
-'!.'fa,, that it is the only dispensation, the only 
World Order to which humanity must bow if 
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human civilization is to be saved from the rack 
and ruin townrds which it is fast heading. Allama 
lqbal's Islamic soul rose in a furious revolt 
against a suggestion from a quarter considered to 
be an authority on Islam that common nation• 
hood must be based on common territory. In 
what indignant strains he scorned the idea: 

..::.-, I 0 .1., )I ~J... .... r r-l,. J..,., J~ >,}.., 

..::.-, I i.r. 1 • ,>,..'- t lii..o ) r.,;,. 4-- "'~ 

...::......1 ........ ..,~.> .r,S \) ._,!.+.,.,;..:.>L..,,r- ~---1:.... .. >At 

..::,.....,1 ~~J,~ ,u ..,;->-,::,.,,.) 11U ,1 >A+ ,.JI 
What he said of nationalism is true of every 

other" ism", Socialism, Communism, Fascism, 
Natzism or allow me to add, Gandhism. 
We shall turn for light and inspiration 
neither to Moscow or Berlin nor to Wardha 
or London, so long as we have a firm hold 
on that greatest and the only humane revo• 
lutionary force, the Quran. Indian Musalmans 
will be false to their great history, they will be 
guilty of ingratitude to the great Destiny 
bestowed on them if they allow any compromising 
forces to weaken their faith in or loyalty to that 
greatest revolutionary standard that was raised 
fourteen centuries since in the unsullied heart of 
the Desert. All these " isms" are no more 
than the gropings of the blind man for a way 
out and a pale and partial copy of the complete 
bright picture of Islam: 

~ ., .J...j; .:.>~ .... ~ ~1.r r"' 
,); T ->-1., r- ..;.~L:.:.. ) 1 vwT 
..::.., .... ~ '> ,, ~ ... .1:...... .),-3 ) 4. 
..::..,..,.,1 ~!:.--- .},'))...;; .).>,._J\ J,;.. 4 

I can not do better than repeat the note 
of warning that Iqbal struck in this connecion 
at the All-India Muslim Conference in 1932. 
Thus runs the warning: 

"The Indian Muslim has loni? ceased to explore 
the depths of his own inner life, The result is that he 
has ceased to live in the full glow and colour of life, 
and is consequently in dani?er of an unmanly corn• 
promise with forces which he is made to think he 
cannot vanquish in open conflict." 
The Musalmans owe it not only to themselves 

but to humanity at large to stand by, fight by 
and if need be, fall by that sole standard of 
Revolution that was raised by the Prophet of 
Islam for the simple reason that it is the only 
Revolution which is out and out humane, a 
Revolution which alone can guarantee a fair and 
square deal to every body, a Revolution which 
taps the deepest springs of the human personality, 
thereby releasing the requisite driving force 
without which no paper world system or paper 
{..barter or Order can work. 

I wonder wh#ther you have ever interested 
yourself in a survey of the gradual development 
of contemporary human thought and if so, 
whether you have marked in the ramblings of 
that thought from stage to stage a distinct 
tendency towards the position at which Islam 
posted the Flag of its Revolution at its very 
inception. So far as 1ny own reading of Western 
thought goes, the New World Order cry is a cry 
for the social Order of Islam. The Western 

World may not be conscious of it but willy,nilly 
it is being driven into that direction by the lash 
of failures, miseries and calamities into which 
it has been landed by one experiment after 
another. Nationality was once extolled as the 
highest word. It only added hiel to the fire of 
mutual jealousies, bitterness and conflict between 
nation and nation, Already it stands self-con• 
demned as a philosophy of social reconstruction . 
Other battle cries arose, the cries of socialism and 
communism. On paper they sounded quite 
sweet, but VI hen it came to actual working, they 
tended to brutalize man into a mere producing 
machine and sowed the seeds of class warfare 
on n more organised and more wide-spread scale. 
Fascism and Nntzism are the latest fads to cnp• 
ture the popular fancy. The philosophy of 
racial pride on which these cults are founded 
have just now plunged the whole of humanity 
in to the most devastating war ever known to 
history. And have you marked one more 
slogan that has appeared on the scene marking 
a yet higher step in this gradual expansion in the 
outlookc,of man ? This is the term "indivisibility" 
which symbolizes a radical change in human 
outlook. This new stage along the quest of 
man after peace and happiness means that the 
peace and prosperity of one section of humanity 
is bound up with that of another. lf it is to be 
peace, it must be peace for all; if it is to be war, 
it must be war for all; 1£ it is to be prosperity it 
must be the prosperity of all ; if it is to be 
misery it must be misery for all. Humanity is 
one indivisible whole and so must be its lot, 
good or bad. This is the doctrine of indivisibility 
which European mind, after long and costly 
apprenticeship in the school of experience has 
discovered. Unless the picture of human life is 
viewed in its totality and unless a remedy, 
political or economic, takes account of that 
totality, it is bound to lead to disaster. The cry of 
the new World Order also bespeaks the dawn 
of this new truth on the mental horizon of man. 
It is a demand for something big and some• 
thing that should embrace the whole of human
ity. It is a demand for no piecemeal repair of 
the social structure here and there. It is a 
demand for outright scrapping of the existing 
state of things, and the erection of a new order 
instead. The term order also shows that it 
must be something on a big scale; mere "sys
tems" or "isms " that have so far been forged 
by the ingenuity of man will not answer the pur• 
pose. 

This at the present moment is the crest 
which the tide of human thought, after much 
ebb and flow, has attained and to students of 
Islamic history it must be a matter of vital 
moment that the course of human history has 
been forced by sheer force of circumstances to 
run along the same channels that were chalked 
out centuries since by that great Divine 
Architect, the Holy Founder of Islam. For 
ages the West looked upon the people of the 
East as inferior, singing that hymn of bate : 

" East is East and West is West. 

And never the twain shall meet." 
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The Quran anticipated this great malady of 
the human mind and declared : 

Y ✓..UI_, Jir.1.1 Y; • y ✓,,..1,1_, Jr.1.1 ..lll J. 
It may be noted in passing that the terms 

East and West as in vogue to-day and applying 
to the people of these regions did not exist in 
the Prophet's day, ft testifies to the Divine 
origin of the Quran that it foresaw this d~velop• 
ment that was to come after long centuries and 
provided anti•dote for it. Not only this the 
lesser 1mrtitions of the East and West such as 
the Near East, the Middle East, the Far East, 
seem to have been hinted at in the words 

y;WI_, _,yt..::...1.1 Y; 
After long wandering and bitter experience the 

West has come to learn the lesson taught by the 
Quran that the East and the West both are the 
equal concern of God and the peace and pro• 
sperity of both is indivisible. It was Islam that 
gave humanity for the first time in history a 
complete picture of the principle of the in• 
divisibility of human life. 

Gentlemen l 1 am not talking fancies nor 
is it any wishful thinkingthat has made me read 
an Islam•ward drift into the gradual develop• 
ment of the Western outlook. That is exactly 
the reading of those in the \Vest who are some• 
bodies in the realm of thought. These leaders 
of thought have been forced to this position by 
the sheer force of failures, calamities and mis• 
eries that have followed the heels of that matter
rooted civilization of their own, Every advance 
in the realm of scientific achievements was ex• 
pected to inaugurate the much longed-for millen
ium but instead of the millenium it turned out 
to be the mirag of the sandy wilderness of the 
desert. How eloquently the Quran depicts this 
vain quest of the West in a couple of words : 

,. - - • • l.. ..:,>L.liJI ~- ~l.1 yl_,-s' ~ l..•I 
In fact every onward step in the domain of 

scientific achievement added to the flames of 
greed, competition, exploitation, and war with 
all its misery. The Quran, 1400 years ago, 
visualized this development and condemned it in 
the words: 

_..4.,.'!'-~ ... ..lll o,> .:.,.o ..:.>-'-4A' Lo-' ~I 
The material forces which the \Vestern 

powers worship have landed the Western people 
into a veritable bell. Their material achieve
ments, the Quran warned so long ago, would 
only serve as fnel for hell-fire. And who was 
singled out to put a seal of confirmation on the 
truth of this Quranic warning? \Vhy the head 
of the state which had openly declared a war 
against God I One cannot miss in Stalin's 
scorched•earth policy the echo of the Quranic 
warning that the material achievements ,vhich 
the West worships would be consumed by the 
flames of fire. 

The cry for Islam is thus the cry of anguish 
that has been forced by the relentless lash of 
Nature out of the torn and bleeding heart of 
Western humanity. Those leaders of European 
thought who ponder over this dangerous drift 

of the Western Civilization and at the same time 
have some access to the forces lying dormant 
in the system of Islam, have in unequivocal 
terms dAclared that if that civilization can at 
all be saved from the destruction towards which 
it is heading, it must draw upon the spiritual 
forces of Islam, 1 will not refer yen to the 
opinions of men like Shaw and Wells who have 
seen in the present yearning of the human mind 
a drift towards the system of Islam. I will just 
give the opinion of more sober and serious 
students of contemporary course of C\'ents, 
Whither Islam, a book which j,; a survey of the 
present day tendencies in the world of Isl,lm by 
four distinguished orientalists of lour of the 
famous universities of Europe sums up the 
survey with the words: 

"And it may be that the sequel will he 1he same, 
that we must wait upon lhe h,l.a1111c snc.:1e1y to restnre 
the balance of \Vestern c1v1l1zattc,n 11p~f:l l;v the one• 
sirted nature of that progress.•' ,p 37i.) · 

"For the fullest d•n-elopment of Its own cullural and 
economic life Islam cannot do ,vithoul the en-opera
tion of European sociely: for lhe fllllt>>t developnwnt 
of its cultural life, particularly of its spu i1ual life, 
Europe cannot do witl10ut the forces and capacities 
whir.h lie within Islamic society." ,p. :,1s) 

·· But Islam has vet a further servic,. to ren<ler to the 
cause of hurnannf ••.••••..•••••• No nthf'r society has !--Heh 
a record of success tn uniting in an equality of sta1us, 
of opportunity, and of endea,·our so many and so 
various races of mankind. The great M,,sJim com
munities of Africa. India and lndones,a. perhaps also 
the small Mu;lim communities in China and the still 
smaller community in Japan show 1hat lslnm has still 
the power to reconcile apparrntly irreconcilable 
elements of race and tradition. tf e,·er the opposition 
of the great societies of the Ea•t and the West is to be 
replaced bv co-operation, the med1at1011 of ]slam is an 
indispensable condition." (p. 379.) 

It is up to you gentlemen, assembled in a 
solemn Congress of the History of Islam to take 
note of these currents of human thought on the 
one hand and to rediscover on the other the dor• 
mant embers of the flames of Revolution that 
the advent of Islam kindled. If we are to be true 
to that great history and are not going merely 
to tinker with that great legacy, we must give 
the youth of Islam a lead at this critical cross• 
roads of our destiny which should at once be 
enlightened with the light of that history and 
energized with the driving all-out revolutionary 
force behind that history. That force was the 
living throbbing faith of the early sons of Islam 
in the fact that Islam is the highest destiny of 
mankind. That faith must be rekindled both 
for the rejuvenation of the decadent forces in 
the body-politic of Islam and the redemption of 
the human civilization at large But for the 
glow and fervour of that warm throb of faith 
we may find Pakistan a distant dreamland of 
the fancy. With the flame of that faith we can 
convert the better part of the world into a 
Pakistan. 1 cannot put it more forcibly than 
in the burning words of that great son of I~hm 
again whom I have so often quoted : 

~t~ rU.; v"'1_,.,,;, ~ "'~.I 

q ~-- ..;t> t.... 1 1).., 1 J,:;:_,., 

y4 Y4 IJ:;:_:;, .,.,;.Y~ ,:.,t;: ... 1 > 
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