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UMAR AND ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY 
REFERENCE IN LOGIC BOOK EXPLAINED 

(By S. M. Fossil, iradra5) 

I am thanKful to you for drawing my atten• j' 

:tion to the letter of a correspondent from 
Tellichery. In Madras as in other provinces 
books are published which contain very un· 
complimentary references to the Holy Prophet 
and the heroes of Islam. Muslim Leaders and 
institutions have always lodged emphatic protests 
against the traducers of the Holy Prophet. In 
the past it was Christian missionaries who indulg• 
ed in a scathing denunciation of Islam. Muslims 
were put in the unenviable position of refuting 
the charges against the Holy Prophet. It was 
only when the Ahmadiya Anjuman launched an 
offensive against Christianity or what Maulvi 
Mohammad Ali Saheb calls churchiaoity that 
the Christian misionaries were put in a reason• 
able frame of mind and a quietus was given to 
.malicious and mischievous propaganda against 
Islam. The mantle of the Christian missionary 
has fallen on the man of letters. One comes 
across very damaging references to Islam, its 
founder and its heroes, in literary and scientific 
journals and books. When I happen to read 
them I say with Christ : " Father, forgive them 
for they know not what they say." They are 
not so blind as those who would not see. In 
spite of the fact that during the last three or 
four decades there has been enough output of 
literature on Islam in various languages, there 
are still people who pose themselves as learned 
but when they refer to Islam betray their ignor
ance or prejudice. One such man was Creighton. 
In his text-book on Logic he gives what is regarded 
as the classical example in explaining 'Dilemma,' 
-ois., Hazrat Umar's instructions to the Governor 
of Egypt concerning the burning of the 
Alexandria Library. Almost every compendium 
of Logic from the days of Bacon CO'ltains this 
"classical example." Gibbon would not have 
taken pains to devote some pages in his 
momumental work Decline and Fall of the 
Roman BmJ,lre to a refutation of the onfound• 
ed charge against Hazrat Umar, if European 

scholars did not seriously believe in it. No use• 
ful purpose will be served by agitating for the 
expurgation of the example referred to above 
from Creighton 's Logic when other more widely 
read books contain it. 

A treatise on Logic is different from a his• 
torical treatise. When one reads a book on 
Logic and comes across certain examples, one 
does not bother oneself whether they are 
historically true or false. The only concern of a 
student of Logic is whether the example which 
the author gives helps him in understanding the 
problem correctly. I am perfectly conscious of 
the fact that many European authors make an 
insidious or apparently innocent attempt to 
blacken Islam. Creighton might have had this 
idea at the back of his mind. I am also con• 
scious of the fact that those Muslim and non• 
Muslim students who are ignorant of facts relat
ing to the burning of the Alexandria Library 
when they study Creighton's Logic will not 
merely quote the "classical example" while 
discussing the "Dilemmatical Argument " but 
will also condemn what they regard as a 
vandalistic act by Khalif Umar. Viewed from 
this point of view, books containing uncomple
mentary references to the heroes of any religion 
should not be prescribed by a responsible body 
like the University. Here 1 should like to remove 
a misunderstanding that might have been caused 
by the observation of your correspondent. 
Creighton's Logic is not prescribed as a text
book. The University prepares the syllabus and 
recommends certain books. It is not incumbent 
on any student to use Creightoo's Logic. After 
the receipt of the copy of the Light in which 
the letter of your correspondent appeared I met 
the Principals of some Colleges in the City of 
Madras and they told me that their students 
were using the books they liked or which they 
found easy to understand. Students of some 
Colleges in the Districts may be using Creightoo's 
Logic because they think they can follow it 
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Anti-League Voices 
Smdnr Muh11111mnc1 Aurnniiz<•b l<hnn, M.L A. Opposi

tion l.,•arl<•r, Frontier Ass1>mbly has sent us the 
following statem~nl for i,ubln:ntion. 

~uc~ more :a~ily than any other book. My 
mq:my h~s ehc1ted.the information that Creigh
ton s Logic was written more than three decndes 
ago and some professors regard it us 011t of dnte. 
They prefer to follow Roy's Logic. There itre 
two Mo_hamedan Colleges in this !'residency, 
one a first grnde College maintained by the 
Go~ern.ment and the other a second grade College Whenever. there is the question of demands 
ma111ta1ned by the Muslim pnblic. ln both these of l\lush':11 Indrn to be appreciated or conceded 
institutions Creighton is not followed. Both ins• to the .m1sfor~une of India in general and Muslin-: 
titutions are affiliated to the University of lndm_ m part1c11lar, Messrs. Asaf Ali, Allah Bux 
Madras. an,! Co, are mflde to speak in their Master's 

From what has been ~tated above it ought Voic:~s to. bamboozle the real issne of Hindu 
to be clear that Creighton's Logic has not M'.ishm ad1ustment. During the last fortnight 
been prescribed by the University for use in the this command performance is being done with a 
Colleges affiliated to it. Besides a distinction vengean.ce. ~lessrs. Asaf Ali, Allah )fox and Co. 
ought to be dr,wn between text,books prescribed had their fling at Mr. Jinnah and the Muslim 
by the University and books recommended. The LeRgue. The Momin Conference has also been 
study of the former is compu}5ory because qnes- com1!1nndeered to join the tune, but it is too 
tions are asked from them. As for the latter it late 1~ !he day and this does not seem to work. 
is left to the option of the student who ;fin In politics of India, l\-lessrs. Asal .>\Ii or Allah 
choose nny book he pleases. Whenever any book Hnx or .\lomin !ahirnd Din bear that comparison 
was prescribed by the Text-books Committee to ~lr. GRndh1 or !\Jr. Rajagopalachariar as 
for High Schools or by the University for matter is to soul. So in this regRrd I will con
Colleges, containing dispa!aging remarks abont tent n:irself w.ith the statement of ~lr. Rajagopal• 
Islam, the Prophet or abont any l>lnslim hero Rchariar, '\htch ~as recently appeared in the 
the Muslim public has always protested and j; Press., anri in which he has admitted that the 
d_eference to. Muslim sentiments either the por• Mn?lim L.e~gue and. the. Congress are the two 
t10ns comphuned d were expunged or some maior political organ1sat1ons of India and further 
other book was prescribed. On the Text-books j acknowledged that Mr. Gandhi and l\lr Jinnah 
Committee appointed by the Government there are. ~he two greatest living leaders of Indian 
is adequate Muslim representation. This cannot / pohhcS, and even great Gandhiji has often 
be sai~ of the body elected by the University to declared that ~fr. Jinn ah and the Muslim League 
prescribe text-books of a general nature, that is, on!~ can deliver goods on behalf of Muslim 
other than Arabic, Urdu and Persian; but there l

nd
'a .. 

is Muslim representation on the Syndicate, the Qa.id-e-Azam Ji~nah and the Muslim League 
Senate and the Academic Council of the Madras lag behmd no body m claiming India's freedom 
University and the Muslim members of these b~t they do want their due share in the Pro= 
bodies can always have an objectionable text- ~rnces as well as in the Centre. They demand 
book .prescr~bed by !he University replaced by :;Q per c_ent. at the C?ntre . merely f?r ~he fact 
one m which there is no damaging reference to th at. their furlt:re Pakistan issue, which 1s being 
Islam, direct or indirect. i advisedly kept m abeyance for the duration of the 

I hope a perusal of the foregoing lines will · war'. be .not prejndiced beforehand. Dr. Ambed• 
give your readers an idea of the true state of k.ar ~n h1 5 recent sta~ement. makes a correct appre
affairs. Protest loses its point and pnrpose ctation _of the entire ~ttitude of Muslim India 
when we protest against a thing which does not exce~t tn two items Firstly when he thinks that 
call for any protest at all. Mr. Jmnah demands simultaneously Pakistan and 

I want to conclude this letter on a personal SO per.cent. at the Centre. The fact of the 
note. I once happened to have a discussion ~atter IS that fifty per cent demand at the Centre 
with an Ahli-Quran Mauld Saheb. He told me ~s a demand, for an interim war arrangement 
that if the Hadis is in consonance with the m51ead of Pakistan, and Pakistan is the real ulti
Quran, it is superfluous and we do not want it· mate demand for final postwar adjustment. The 
if it is opposed to the Quran it is pernicious an<l second item is where Dr. Ambedkar refers to 
should be rejected. For sometime I was inclin- N.•W: F. P. ~nd _says that "~he North-West 
ed to thi: view till I read the masterly treatise Fro~her Provmc: IS the. most .integral part of 
of Maulv1 Mohamed Ali Saheb on the place of PakiSt an. Mr. Jmnah will admit that he is not 
Hadis in Islam. the host of N.-W. F. P. 1he host is Khan 

[We are thankful to our friend Mr. Fossil Abdul Ghaffar Khan; ~ithout his consent 
for t.hrowing light on the point raised by our t~ere 7ould be_ no Pakistan. 1n the North-West 
Telhchery correspondent in our issue of February ~ ronti~r Province, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, 
16 that a logic book contains a reference to the is ~n Important figure but to assert that he 
above false allegation in order to explain a as!rides the_ N.-\V. F. P. like a Colossus is a 
logical point. Mr. Fossil informs us that the grievous mistake of fact. In the Provincial 
b~k in question is just recommended, not pre• Asse~bly of 50 M. L: A.s there are 12 non
sc:1b~ by the Madras University. Even as such, Mus!tms and 38 Muslim M. L: A.s . Out of 
will 1t not be only fair that the University, these 28 there are 1~ C?ngress1tes, 7 mdepen• 
before recommending that book, should have den_t~ (who normally 1nclme towards the League 
called upon the publishers to add a footnote or position .more than towards the Congress} and 
a correction ship stating that the incident has 16 Muslim Leaguers. In N.-W. F. P. like Sindh 

since been historically proved to be false ?-Edit. (See page 8) 
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Islam and Science 
In Europe and Europeanized East there 

are still some people left who labour under 
Medieval misconceptions about Islam. One 
such misconception is that Islam is a dog
matic faith. It tends to give a sort of 
rigidity to human mind and as such stands 
in the way of scientific knowledge and 
human progress in that line. As a counter 
blast to this, some champions of Islam, in 
their overzeal, try to fish out all the modern 
sciences from the pages of the Quran. 

The fact of the matter is that the 
Quran did not come to impart instruction 
in any of the physical sciences. First and 
foremost it is a spiritual science and if it 
alludes to the physical phenomena in 
Nature, it does so simply to call attention 
to the spiritual substratum at the back of 
these phenomena. As regards physical 
sciences, all that can be legitimately claimed 
for Islam is that it placed the keys to these 
sciences in the hands of man. Let us ex
plain how. 

Before the advent of Islam man was 
swayed by a variety of mentality which 
made it impossible for him to dig into the 
bowels of the Nature around him and un
lock its secrets. Some nations were given 
to the worship of Nature and looked upon 
the forces of nature as so many deities. 
They looked upon themselves as tools in 
the hands of these objects or forces of 
Nature. They could not poss-ibly think of 
exploring or subjugating them. There were 
others who looked upon all matter either as 
a sin, an evil or an illusion. The highest 
goal of man's endeavour, according to them, 
consisted in having nothing to do with the 
things of the flesh. Worldly life was all 
maya. There was eternal duality between 
spirit and matter. The one could thrive 
and flourish only at the sacrifice of the 
other. The best attitude to this life was 
considered to be to shun it. Men who re
nounced the world and retired to the soli
tude of the woods were looked upon as holy 
men. In the Middle Ages in Christendom 
it was considered a highly meritorious act 
never to take a bath. It is said of one great 
dignitary of the Church that when, after 
death, his underwear was removed it was 

found to be full of lice. The Quran sounded 
the death-lmell of this attitude on life. 
It declared, "We have subjugated to you 
everything that is in the heavens and in 
the earth." It declared that man has 
been made the vicegerent of God on earth
not a slinking sinful soul that must go about 
hiding his face in shame. It taught man 
to study the creation of the ea,rth and 
the heavens and say " My Gcd all 
this is not illusion, not in vain". This 
was the mental Magna Carta that Islam 
conferred on man. He was given the 
sovereignty of the whole of Nature. He 
now looked Nature in the face, set to attack 
it to reveal its mysteries and led to 
that effulgence of knowledge, arts and 
science, just a spark of which from Muslim 
Spain across the Pyranese redeemed a 
barbarous 'West from the clutches of 
ignorance and superstition known as the 
Dark Ages and led to the Scientific era 
known as the Renaissance. The modern 
scientifit age is acknowledged by all histo
rians to be the offspring of the spark 
borrowed from Islam. Man's mind was 
set free from all shackles and when once 
freed it began to unfold itself in all the 
richness of its latent gif s. This is what we 
mean by saying that Islam placed the keys 
of physical sciences in the hands of man, 
It revolutionized the outlook of man on 
Nature around us, invested him with autho
rity over it and commissioned him to sub
jugate its forces and harness them to his 
service. Now this is the greatest contribu• 
tion that was ever made to the advance• 
ment of man and has been a turning point 
in the destinies of mankind. From a slave 
of Nature, from a hater of Nature, man 
became the Master of Nature. It is only 
fair to claim therefore that Islam placed the 
keys of all scientific knowledge into the 
hands of man. 

As regards the allegations of certain 
·western Orientalists and historians that 
Islam has been opposed to scientific know
ledge we may only say they are simply 
preposterous. We have already referred 
to the Middle Ages in Christendom when 
it was considered sinful there to take a bath. 
Just then in one town of Muslim Spain, 
Cordova, there were as many as 900 public 
baths. Muslim Universities in Spain 
taught medicine and surgery when Chris
tendom burnt medical men alive for black 
magic. Muslim Spain was developing a 
high philosophy when in Christendom a 
Christian dared not read the Bible for him
self. The following quotations from the 
Moorish E mPire in Spain by S. P. Scott 
should give some idea of the comparative 
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standards of civilization achieved by Islam ' 
and Christendom : 

"In the 10th century, Andaluslo was trnvers, 
ed in every direction by ma,•n1ficent uqucJucts; 
Cordov:t wns a city uf fountains. its thorouc!h
fures fur ll distance of miles were brilliantly illu- ' 
minnted, subqtnntinlly paved, kept in cxcdlenr 
repair, regularly patrolled by the guard inns of 
pence. In Paris there were no pnvements trnttl 
the 13th century; in London none until the 
14th century; the nrcers of both cupirnlq were rhe 
receprncles of filth Olld otren impassable; at 
night shrondcd in inky darkness; Ht ;ill t11nes 
dominated by outlaws, th•i haunt ot the footpad, 
the nu1·<ery of pestilence, the source of every 
disease, the scene of every crime. 

"In the middle of the !Orh ccnrury there 
were 90,l public baths in the capi:111 of Moorish 
S,,nin ; in the 18th century there wer<.: not us 
many in nil the countrie~ ot Christian Europe·. 

"In the 8th ccnrury the cotrnge5 occupied by 
the lower classes of the Spanish !1-1mltni,; were 
embowered in roses, were surrounded by fi,"kh 
of waving grnin and orclrnr<ls of lu,cious fruits, 
were furnished with all tht: comforts and many 
of the luxuries of life; in the 16th century rlw 
peusantry of France and Gerrnnny, ill-clad, 
begrimmed with filrh and ignorant of the ca,re 
of bread were living in squalid huts, sleepin:; 
upon reeking heaps of straw, drinking rhe waters 
of the pond and morass and feeding on carrot~ 
nnd acorns." 
Scientific knO\vledge however is not an 

unmixed blessing unless knowledge c111d 
power thus acquired is devoted to the 
service of fellow-man. How the West has 
been using that power needs no telling. That 
power has been used by the \Vest for the 
oppression, exploitation and degradation of 
fellow-man and just now that satanic civi
lization is unchained in all its brutality. 
Islam however is a perfect light from God. 
While on the one hand it ga,·e m::rn an un
disputed sway over the Universe, it brought 
about another great revolution in his out
look. It brought the Gospel of One God 
and one humanity-a simple thing to look 
at, but the greatest revolution of all history 
concerning relation between man and man. 
This was· the second greatest contribution, 
unparalleled in the annals of man, that Islam 
made towards the advancement of human 
civilization. 

In the realm of sociology, sexology. 
state craft, economics, the principles laid 
down by the Quran are the only principles 
that are both practicable and conducive to 
the healthy growth of society. The \Vestern 
experiments in these vc1rious fields are the 
gropings of the blind man for a way out. 
They have ended in landing humanity into 
difficulties that are getting more and more 
complicated with every fresh attempt at 
extrication. The second blunder is always 
greater than the first. The social, economic 
and international laws of the Quran are the 
best conceived and scientific laws for the 
wholesome regulation of human society. 

March 16, 1942 

GOD AND MODERN THOUGHT 

Voice of God Heard To-day 

1\s reported in the Sunrise, l'rnft ssor 
Mohnmnrnd :\slam, !lead of Philosophy Dqrnrt· 
ment of the Government College, Lahol'<! ~nid, 
in the Cdlll'RC of hi, lect11re on "Goel and 
~,lodern Th0nr,ht" that the iirgurnent from reli• 
gion~ experience which had bee, ,me so fnsh ion able 
remained unconvincing unless it was reinforced 
by experience of God in our own time. Jt was• 
here that the 1\hmadiy\a mnvement came in. 
!<digio1Js leaders in all parts of the worldnnd for 
a long time hHd been ,mren<lering to doubt. 
Th,,ir <1wn profession of belief did not impress 
;,nybody, for they did not seem imprcs:'cd by it 
themselves. There was only one thin,::: which 
crlllld r;1isc th~rn out of the slo11[ih of desr.ond 
and thnt wa;; the voice of God if it could be 
henrd in nur own tinie by one of our own 
generation. 

Unheeding World 

Qt\oting from Crntch's Modern Temper, Pro
fessor Aslam said that the nnheeding world had 
to blame itself if it fonnd itoelf sinking in 
donbt and despai:. For the Fotinder of the 
Ahmadiyya ~.lovement had warned the world 
- especially the European world-in the 
clearest possible terms against the destruc• 
tion and the conseq1:ences of disbelief which 
were being witnessed to-day, The news about 
fi[ihting in the Far East Archi;::elago had then 
just come and Professor Aslam read effecth·cly 
the prophetic words of the Founder which have 
now become well known-rn often ther ha\·e 
been q11oted in Ahmadiyya writings-and in 
which the Founder said: 

"Thou O Europe art not safe, nor thou O 
Asia. 

And ye that dwell in the islands no self-made 
deity ,, ill save you on that dar." 

The qnntation was well placed in Professor 
Aslam's address and he read the whole comment• 
in g on each part as it came, 

Non-Muslim Religions 

Professor Aslam found fault with non-Muslim
religions leaders, because in order to secure their 
hold on their own followers they taught that 
God's, \'Oice had ceased to be heard beyond 
certain territories and certain times. The Jews
believed that God's voice had not been heard after 
Moses. Christians believed that the Holy Ghost 
had ceased to descend after Jesus. They in 
India knew or at least acknowledged very little 
in other teachers of the world. These teachings 
had filled, their own followers with despair. It 
was difficult to continue to believe in God unless 
God continued to speak to man. Islam which 
taught that God continued to speak was able to 
rescue people from doubt and disbelief. 
Orthodox Muslims, however, did not believe that 
this was so. 
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The Perfect Quran 

Significance of Islam and the Quran had been 
perlected, Professor Aslam pointed out, as on the 
physic11l plane, the human body had been per
fected by God through evolution. But the per• 
feet body and brain of man had inaugurated an 
endleRs period of intellectual progress. Even so 
had the perfect Quran. The perfection of the 
Quran did not mettll the end of all revelation. 
For how could they sostnin even their faith in 
the Qnrnn unless they were reassured again und 
again by God's own voice. The perfect Q11ra11 
had only inaugurated a period of spiritual ad• 
vance which was to go on until the end of time 
and which was for ever to remain grounded in 
the Quran and redound to its glory. Even 
Muslims had lost faith in modern times. They 
only retained a certain p!ejndice for Islamic 
principles. To turn those prejudices into a li~ing 
hith such as was possessed by the Ahmadiyya 
Jama'at they required the galvanising power of 
revelation such as the Founder of the Ahmadiyrn 
Jama'at had given to them. 

Verbal Revelation 

Professor Aslam said in conclusion it was 
wrong to thil'k that God did not convey His 
guidance in determinate words-t~at He onl_y 
inspired certain thoughts and feelings into His 
chosen ones who then clothed these thoughts and 
feelings in their own words. If there was no 
verbal revelation God's guidance would not be 
adequate nor convincing. The Quran w~s an 
unimpeachable record of verbal revelation, a 
record which could be tested at all times and by 
all people. It was a permanent refuge from 
doubt. The historical miracles were at the 
mercy of history. But the miracle of the Quran 
was ever present. 

Professor Aslam quoted Mr. Gandhi's own 
description of his 21 days fast on the question 
of special political representation of Harijans. Mr. 
Gandhi was certain that it was the voice of God 
which commanded him to fast. Even so this 
certainty could convince only Mr. Gandhi, nobody 
else. On the other hand if there were verbal 
revelation--set for all time in determinate words 
-it could be examined by everybody and if 
found true would convince everybody of the 
existence of God and His living interest in men. 

IF YOU THINK 

" The Light is truly voicing the feelings 

of Muslim India and dauntlessly advocat

ing the cause of Islam, it is surely your 

clear duty to push forward its circulation. 

Will you see this and play your part ? .. 

Letter to the Editor 

TWO KINDS OF PRIVATE PROPERTY 
In the 1st February issue of 1'he Li,:ht there 

was a heading "Sotne interesting question rnis
ed" by 111r. s. i\l. Fossil. Yon expressed view 
on nlrnoHt nil the questions but while discussing 
the l.Hh question you have been very brief. 
Due to brevity your comment on the question of 
" Private Property " is not very expressive. I 
put my humble views before the learned renders 
about "Private Property " and invite their 
views in ret11r11. 

As a matter of fact Private Property is of 
two different kinds. The one kind is in the 
means of production: the other being in the 
consumer's 1;oods. ln the former sort come the 
private property in a Factory, in land or in a 
mine and in the latter sort falls the private pro• 
perty in food and clothes, motor car, in access 
to amusements, in all kinds of things which we 
ncttYally use and consume_ Now we must not 
mix up the two kinds, for a good deal of cm
fusion is bound to aris<! from a failure to dis
tinguish between the two. Let us see it in this 
way that the private property of the l st sort car
ries an income with it; and private property of 
the second type does not carry any income along 
with it. For example, if you own Rs. 2000 worth 
of shares in a Cloth Mill, you wit! get an income 
from those shares. But if you own clothes worth 
Rs. 2000 or more, no one will pay you any• 
thing, because }'OU own the clothes. On the 
contrary you will have to spend something on 
their up keep. There you have the distinction. 
You earn an income if yvu own some shares in 
a Cloth Mill, because that Mill is part of the 
means of production. In the case of clothes 
you do no get any premium, because they are 
not a part of the means of production. It is 
consumer's goods. 

Now it is the first sort of private property, 
that the socialist wants to abolish, in order to 
increase vastlv the second sort of private pro
perty. It inv~lves taking the means of produc• 
tinn, the factories and mines out of the hands 
of, say 10 p. c. of the population, who own them 
to-day, and putting them into the hands of the 
whole population. 

It is in this light that the economic system 
which is commcnly called socialism, favours the 
abolition of "private property." The commonly 
accepted sense of the " Private Property" and 
its abolition is not true. !:'locialis m implies, 
then the recovery of the means of production by 
the 90 per cent of us who are to-day deprived of 
any ownership of them. 

It is now quite evident that 90 per cent. of 
us live on wages or are dependent upon some 
one who is living on wages, But that was not 
the state of society always, nor is it so in all parts 
of the country. In the primitive ~tage of society, 
more than 90 p. c. of the population worked for 

(See page 8) 
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WHITHER WE? 
(By.,;.. I. J) 

Every intelligent reader of the Holy Quran 
will find that Islam promises success to its 
followers in this world as well as the Hereafter. 
;.;._ •✓ ... 'll'IJ, il-- Y.>JIJ wl l.i.u therefore, 
naturally becomes the fundamental principle 
which should. constantly be in the mind of evtry 
Muslim. He should neither discard this transi• 
tory world in which for the moment he lives and 
moves and has his being, nor should he be un
mind(ul of the Hereafter which is his permanent 
abode. In the following lines an attempt has been 
made to analyse whether we are keeping this 
mean and thereby leading our lives according to 
the will of Allah, or we are blundering upon some 
uneven and ultimately treacherous course. 

On either side of this mean we have an un• 
Islamic extreme, viz., the modern outlook, 
according to which the present life is the be-all 
and end-all of a man's existence and therefore, 
this life must be enjoyed to its utmost. Accord· 
ing to the Christian outlook on the other hand, 
the life on this earth is a bad business altogether 
and therefore must be renounced, not adored. 
Because of ignorance of the actual teachings 
of Islam, the present-day Muslims are ac• 
cepting one of these two outlooks on life. 
The so-called educated Muslim youth is ena• 
moured of Western Europe. For him there 
is only one positive religion and that is the puja 
of material progress. It is for this reason that 
every ounce of his energy is being directed 
towards making the life on this earth continually 
easier and richer. For achieving this end, he is 
constantly sitting at the feet of bankers, engineers, 
industrialists, film stars etc., and worshipping 
them. The result of this type of outlook is 
obvious. The twentieth century is notorious for 
producing in Europe hostile groups, armed to 
teeth to run at each other's throat, whenever 
their respective interests clash. The last World 
War was a logical conclusion of this type of out
look. The present World War has witnessed the 
same phenomenon. And this War epidemic will 
continue to rage unless European and other like
minded countries change their outlook on life 
by realizing that constant craze after power and 
pleasure is a curse in disguise. Let them dis• 
passionately weigh the Islamic outlook and they 
will find that Islam alone can save the world 
from periodical warfare. Islam alone has no 
place for modern European outlook. Indeed it 
advocates universal human brotherhood, since 
colour and race prejudice is non-existent within 
its perfect framework. As a matter of fact, 
Islamic nationalism is one with inter-nationalism. 
For the very fact that Islam enjoins that Allah 
is the Lord of all the peoples implies that Islam 
stands for universal human brotherhood. And 
Islam did actually translate this ideal into 
practice in the past. To quote Professor H. A. R. 
Gibb. " No other society has such a record of 
snccess in uniting in an equality of status, of 
opportunity and of endeavour, so many and so 
various races of mankind, The great Muslim 

communities of Africa, India and Indonesia, 
perhaps also the small Muslim communities in 
China and the still smaller community in Japan 
show that Islam has still the power to reconcile 
apparently irreconcilable elements of race and 
tradition." 

On the side of culture the Western outlook 
on life produces a human type whose morality is 
limited to usefulness in practical life alone, 
Success in life therefore becomes for it the sole 
touchstone for distinguishing between good and 
evil. Europe is all praise for virtues like technical 
efficiency, patriotism, nationalism etc., for the 
simple reason that these virtues conduce so much 
to the so-called welfare of society. Virtues like 
abstaining from wine, fidelity of a husband for 
his wife and vice versa, filial love etc., on the 
other hand have no place in Europe simply be
cause they have no power to confer any material 
benefit upon society. 

We now turn to the other extreme. This 
comprises the class of clergy among M nslims, in 
spite of the fact, that Islam provides for no 

1 priesthood. Following the Christian lead that 
' earthly life is a bad business altogether, this 
I class renounces the world wholesale and exhorts 

others too hot to do any thing in this world except 
say •• 0 Lord, 0 Lord, 0 Lord." 1 here is noth• 
ing wrong in the worship of God and in feeling 
that the achievements that we can make in this 
world are not good in themselves. But the posi
tion of this class is untenable for two very cogent 
reasons. In the first place, it goes to the length 
of asserting that the achievements of this world 
are not even desirable and in the second, religion 
in its estimate comprises a number of formalities 
only. For instance, it believes in reciting the 
kalima with a very loud voice without caring to 
know the implications of the words ..:Ill 'll'\ AJ I Y. 
It exhorts the saying of prayers without heeding 
the advice given by the great Maulana Rumi 

)li- "'-'½-1 JI '; I .:.>,ft ~,.., 

)L...., F:,li,.a3 .;. tr' I.,)~ .:..>JA r' 
Nor does it care for fulfilling the condition laid 
down in the Holy Quran .W:.=.o.Jl.:,;,ir,~~ ii_,J....Jl,:,>I 
_f-.i..1.1,. Again it expects us to abstain from all 
kinds of food and drink during the month of 
Ramzan without caring to know whether by so 
doing we are acquainting ourselves with the 
pangs of hunger and thirst, or we are simply 
doubling and. trebling our kitchen budgets. 
Likewise the significance of zakat,Hajj and other 
institutions remains a sealed book to it as well 
as to its victims. The result of the influence 
of this class is obvious. A comparison with our 
forefathers of the great days of Islam will show 
that they were brave, we are cowardly, they were 
generous, we are niggardly, they stood for pro• 
gress and movement, we believe in indolence and 
stagnation, they were self-sacrificing, we are 
selfish, they were really learned, we are utterly 
ignorant. 

Let us illustrate by a solitary instance of 
learning. Do we who are educationally so back• 
ward, ever realize that universal education both 
for men and women was adopted by Islam as 
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many as thirteen centuries before it appealed to 
Europe? How many of us know the Holy 
Prophet's saying ~.,t'-.. JS.)•~ .... ?.;i __.lAll--:--llo 
And how many of us are aware of the 
established historical fact that Islam gave a 
stimulus to scientific learning which has not 
been even equalled, much less surpassed by any 
other faith in this world ? It is really a pity 
that we are not inspired by the cultural achieve
ments of our forefathers, of the Omnyyids, of 
the Abbasides and of the Arab rulers of Spain. 
" There is no doubt of it," writes Dr. Sir 
P. C. Ray, "that it was the Arabs who during 
the Middle Ages held aloft the torch of learning 
in Europe while it was enveloped in darkness. 
They anticipated many of the discoveries and 
inventions of the later centuries by European 
savants." 

It is important to notice here that in the 
great days of Islam, there was no distinction 
whatsoever between secular and religious educa
tion. Every branch of learning was exalted and 
brought into the religious sphere. Up till the 
fifth century from the advent of Islam, lectures 
on exact and natural sciences like Chemistry, 
Botany, Medicine, Mathematics, were delivered 
in the mosque along with le::tures on Quran, 
Hadis and Fiqah. Though hardly palatable to 
the conservative mullah of to-day, this fact 
alone can explain the peculiar quality characteris
ing all early Muslim writers, which Pickthall 
calls 'the calm serenity of orbed minds.' 

It will be observed from the foregoing that 
Islam ad\'ocates neither the view-point of the 
Christians nor of the conservative mullahs. In 
Islam the primary goal of the life of a man on 
this earth is the inner moral progress, this world 
being a manzil on our way to a higher existence. 
Bnt just because this world is a manzil and 
where we must stay, we cannot and should not 
look down upon this world. Indeed if we bear 
in mind the responsibility that has been laid 
upon us in the words ._,..,t;JJ ~ _,..;-1 i-..1 ~ _,.;;.;.s 
o All? .:.>., ... _,:. , p1 o" .:>Y<=r;s ., u,.,.-.i-4 ..:;,..r"u 
we will realise that we cannot even underrate 
the value of our material achievements, inas
much as this condition can be fulfilled only when 
we lead rather than follow, other communities 
in worldly achievements also. For if we can 
only iag hehind others, they must get the 
impression and they will be justified in it, that 
the Islamic principles must be inferior to their 
own. It requires no straining of imaginative 
effort to realize that if to-day even a single 
Muslim country had based the conduct of its 
est;ate on purely Islamic laws, that country 
shonld have been the only bright light to guide 
the erring world. 

To summarize. There are two classes of 
thinking Muslims, both in their own way doing 
disservice to Islam. The one represented by the 
modern youth turns its back upon religion, the 
other represented by the orthodox mullahs turns 
its back upon this world. It is worth-while 
finding the cause of this state of affairs. The 
Muslim youth is dazzled by the externally 
brilliant West and the mr,llah believes in formal 

worship for the reason, as we have already 
hinted, thnt both of them are equally ignorant 
of the teachings of Islam. The present is such 
a decadent state for ns that in almost every 
house, the religious atmosphere is intellectually 
so degenerate, that the growing youth, particu
larly when he is being educated on Western 
lines- must of necessity tnrn its back upon reli• 
gion. The mr1/lal1 too picks np nothing inspiring 
from the teachings of Islam. His knowledge of 
his faith remains confined to dogma, legend and 
heresy, since he never tries to probe deeper into the 
dictates of Islam. lt has thus come about that 

f.\,W ~-..)~..if; y I ~ ...I::"" .:.>T.} U""I 

~ I IS'_ 0 ~.,fl, , .,.,. 4.l.4 _,_s 0 .. _,,. d. ._,...'!'-

)1.>-il IS' J- z .:.> I i!:i ~ ..r?,.>..i.:i "'~ ,:_;; 

..r~,.;.iu ~ \.;..,:. J::-- ,._,,>l;I ,!,_ o'!'- ,._,l-c--i .._..., 

If this be accepted as the true diagonsis of 
our illness, it is not difficult to find out the 
remedy. And this we must find in a sound and 
not snperficial knowledge of the teachings of 
Islam, in their broadest and truest sense This 
knowledge will give us a true sense of values 
which is the crying need of the Muslims of to-day. 
From these teachings we will find that all that 
modern Europe can honestly boast of is its 
spirit of scientific research and that this spirit it 
owes to Islam. We will at the same time realize 
that excepting this spirit all that I- urope has is 
shallow, empty and worthless and for this reason 
it is incompatible with Islam. 

Modern learning therefore cannot and should 
not be excluded from our life. So far as econo• 
mic and scientific resources are concerned we 
should aim at the efficiency acquired by Europe, 
indeed at emulating it. But we should in no 
case develop the Western way of thinking by 
accepting their sense of values. There is nothing 
common between Christendom and Islam, the 
one aims at material and worldly progress, the 
other at spiritual and moral elevation. Indeed 
Islam is Islam and the West is West and never 
the twain meet. Excepting the natural and exact 
sciences therefore, and these we have to accept 
to cover up our own mistake of not continuing 
the glorious scientific traditions of the Abbasides 
and the Saracens of Spain, we cannot borrow 
anything from Europe. Otherwise we must 
remember that Islamic conception of social and 
political morality is infinitely more elevated 
than its European prototype. By abolishing racial 
and national hatred, Islam stresses upon universal 
human brotherhood. Europe on the other hand 
is still torn by geographical and blood ties. 

Excepting the exact and natural sciences, let 
me say it again, we should not have anything 
from Europe. It is only superficial people who 
can hold that spiritually it is of no import 
whether we put on a tie or not, whether we go 
clean-shaved or grow a beard, whether we take 
our meals according to the European etiquette or 
otherwise. I admit that there is no narrow• 
mindedness in Islam but it is futile to argue 
that a civilization can be accepted in its exter
nals only without consciously or unconsciously 
appreciating its spirit. " A civilization", says 
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Mohammnd Asad," is not an empty form only, 
but a li\'ing energy. The moment we begin to 
accept its form, its inherent currents and drnn• 
mic in!lnences set to work in ourselves and 
mould slowly, imperCC\>libly our whole mental 
outlook". The Holy Prophet has done us invalu• 
able favour in giving the warning _,._,;;," .._~ . .;:S o ... 
.>J.-:rM .,,.,;, the importance of which hns begun to 
dawn upon 11s only vel'y recently. We .,d,ose 
religion is perfect in every respect, we \\ ho 
belong to the best community, we who have 
received every posaible favour from our Lord, 
and therefore sho11ld be the redeemer of h 11mtmity 
and the saviour of mankind, should look to the 
West for onr own emancipation, how unbecoming 
of us I 

Our motto then should be that we will 
educ ate all l\l nslims, both male and female, and 
acquire as much proficiency in the scientific, 
technical, n1edicinal and the like branches of 
learning as the Europeans have and for this pur
pose we will make the mosque the centre of all 
our educational activity, both religious and secn
lar-the principle mosques serving the purpose 
of colleges and the smaller doing the work of 
schools. It is needless to add that these insti
tutions will be directed by highly qualified 
Muslims and no student will leave them before 
he has picked up at least a working knowledge 
of the teachings of Islam. This means reorga
ni:z;ation of our whole educational system and 
may take some time. l\leanwhile we will of 
necessity send our sons and danghters to the so
called Islamic and if this is not possible, non
Muslim institutions, but we will see that before 
they are young enough to be attracted by the 
da:z:zling brilliance of the West in their schools 
and colleges we will impart to them so much 
knowledge of the teachings of Islam that they 
will be able to see with seeing eyes the essential 
difference between things having only surface 
brilliance and things substantially great. And 
we who are now settled in lite but have been 
brought up without this essential safeguard will 
be young again and pick up knowledge of our 
faith sufficient to enable us to peep through the 
brilliant coating of the Western civilization. 
This fact alone can enable us to maintain Islamic 
atmosphere in our homes so that our sons and 
daughters can grow up into the type of Muslims 
intended by the Qnran, In this way alone can 
we become a great community again, in this way 
alone can we regain that pristine glory that was 
ours for so long, for 

~-.a.i4 L.. 1,;-::"'?. ._;;.- ..,._,i.? L. ,r-1<?. V .ill\ .:,i l 

(Continued from page 2) 

it is the weightage of the minority that turns 
the scale slightly in his favour. 

It may however be pertinently pointed 
out here that after the first genenral Polls in 

N,• W. F. P. there hnve been three by elections 
in Muslim M L. As, wherein the Mnslirn League 
nominee hns invariably defented the Congressite. 
lt shows Mr. Jinnah is steadily becoming the 
host i11 N.-W. F. P. ns well, and Dr. Ambedknr 
may he pleased to take note of this pro-Pakistan 
de\'elopn1en t, 

All India Muslim league is undoubtedly the 
only a11thoritative nnd nipresentative organisation 
of the 1\1 uslims of India and the sooner the Con• 
gress and their M 1>s li m camp followers learnt it 
the better it will be for India. 

(Conti1111ed from page 5) 

themselves. They had sufficient capital to make 
them independent and enable them to work for 
themselves. The question arises how our great 
grandfathers lived without wages ? 

They had a few acres of land to culti,,ate or 
a hand-loom to weave cloth on it, I:lut now a 
days the position is quite different. 1\lost of us 
take it for granted that the only way to earn a 
living is to get someone to employ them. \Vhy 
cannot every one set up for himself in business 
of some• sort or the other and earn a lh·ing ? 
Why cannot they cultivate land or weave cloth 
as their ancestors did. 

The answer is that they cannot get any land 
to farm or a hand•loom to weave. They might 
find an old•hand•loom but then they could only 
weave at more tban about ten times the cost that 
the great power-looms of Ahmadabad 1\lills can 
produce it. \Ve work for wages because the 
means of production, the tools of trade, the 
lands, the factories and the mine;; are out of 
our reach. \\'e have not the capital to buy 
these things, without which one cannot set up in 
business. 

So in the sense that socialism implies the 
recovery of the means of productions by the 
90 per cent. of us, it is nearly going back to the 
conditions which existed before tbe rise of 
capitalism. The means of production having 
now grown enormonsly, it is not desirable to 
cut them again into individual particles. They 
have now got to be owned in common. \Vhat 
we should divide is not the means of production 
but their product. 

Lyallpur. FAzLE AHMAD. 
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