
-SCORCH-EARTH POLICY AND ISLAM 

Notes and Comments 
Organize for Guerilla Warfare 

The break-down of the talks between Sir 
Stafford Cripps and the Indian leaders brings 
to the fore the question, What now? Shall 
India sit still and watch while Japanese hordes 
are over-running her hearths and homes or shall 
she strike a blow in vindication of her free• 
dom ? There could be no two answers to this 
question. No self-respecting Indian would for a 
moment entertain the first alternative. The 
question now is: How to fight in the defence 
of our motherland? Pandit Jawaharlal must be 
complimented on his taking up this question im
mediately on the failure of Sir Stafford-'s negotia• 
tions. The ranks of the regular army are no 
donbt still open to the people to join but, he ! 
argnes, that cannot be called a national army, 1 

nor can an army got up on mere mercenary 
lines cope with the emergency of an invasion, 
The only alternative left to the people of 
India therefore is to organize themselves for 
Gnerilla Warfare against the Japanese forcei;. 

With a little modification this is a perfectly 
correct attitude that the people of this country 
must adopt in case of a Japanese invasion. The 
modification that may be suggested is that 
Guerila Warfare would have been necessary even 
if the Cripps negotiatious had succeeded and a 
National Government had been formed and the 
Indian army converted into a National Army. 
Guerilla fighters are an indispensable supplement 
to the activities of the army. Russia has a 
national army of her own and so has China. 
Regular fighting is done by these armies. But 
behind these armies are the untold bands of 
Guerilla fighters organized throughout the conntry 
which do more to harrass the enemy than per• 
haps the regular forces. National Government 
-or no National Government, India's duty is 
dear. She mnst do all she can. She must 
n.ever surrender. She mnst organize Guerilla 
bands and make the foe feel that he is no wel• 
,come guest in this conntry. 

* * * * * 
Pro-Japanese Sy111pathies Among Hindus 

We are glad Pandit Jawabar.lal has taken 
the earliest opport1,1nity to call attention to this 
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paramount need of the hour. Amongst the Hindus 
there has been a suppressed feeling of com• 
placency, if not of satisfaction, at the prospect 
of Japan coming to diElodge the English in this 
country. They are under the illusion that 
Japan being of the same cultural stock as they, 
it would mean Hindu Raj just 1he s&me it Japan 
comes. Jawaharlal's shrewd eye could not miss 
this under-current of false self-satisfaction which 
is in fact a self-illusion. He strikes a note of 
warning against this attitude: 

" I want to fight the idea that we must 
remain passi\'e, that we cannot do anything 
against the Japanese invader, that the one is 
really as good or bad as the other. I cannot 
tolerate these conceptions. I am not going 
to give in to Britain if it wants to exploit 
or rule India. Much less do I want the 
Indian people to give in or be passive to the 
Japanese." 

* * * * * A Question for Qaid-i-Azam 
Pandit J awaharlal has done his part of the 

duty in speaking out promptly as to what mnst 
at once be done. He has called upon the coun
try to organize for Guerilla 'Warfare. But ob• 
viously, the Pandit has spoken for Hindu India. 
Muslim India naturally looks up for lead to the 
Qaid-i-Azam on this momentous issue. 

Muslim India has an additional reason to 
take a prompt decision in this behalf. The 
Japanese aggression is there, of course. That 
bas to be fought by Muslim India at all cost, 
That danger assumes sharper edge from another 
development which may in all likelihood take 
place in case Japanese invasion materializes, That 
development is the Hindus joining hands with 
the invaders, especially those of Bengal. It 
is an open secret that Hindu Bengal looks up 
to Mr. Subas Chandra Bose as its uncrowned 
kiPg, He has been night after night broad• 
casting from abroad sowing pro-Axis seeds 
among the people of India. It would be chil
dish to ignore this influence working in this 
country, especially in Bengal. A question to 
this effect was actually put to Pandit Jawaharlal 
at the- Press Conference. What should they do, 
asked the questioner, if Subhas Bose appeared at 
the head of an army ? 

(Sed/_Jaga 4) 
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League Rejects Cripps Proposals 
What is given with one hand is taken away 

with the other 

Right of non-accession conceded in prlnciplt, 
negatived In practict 

Tile M11slim l.ctlf!tw has rejected Ille Brilislt /Jl'0/Jrm,/so11 
Ille followrnlf grouncts :-

(l) The Mnsalmans, after twenty,five years 
of genuine efforts for the reconciliation of the 
two major communities and the bitter experience 
of the failure of ,rnch efforts, are convinced that 
it is neither just nor possible, in the interest of 
peace and happiness of the two people~, to corn• 
pel them to constitute one Indian Union, ; 
composed of the two principal nations-Hindus 
and Muslims-which appears to be the main 
object of His Majesty's Government, as 
adumberated in the preamble of the draft declara
tion. The creation of more than one Union is 
relegated only to the realm of remote possibility 
and is purely illusory, 

non-accession has been given to the existing 
provinces, which have been formed from time to 
time for administrative convenience and on no 
ethnological basis. 

The Musalmans cannot be satisfied by such 
a declaration on a vital question affecting their 
future destiny and demand a clear and precise 
pronouncement on the subject. Any attempt to 
solve the future problem of India by the process 
of evading the real issues is to court disaster. 

In the draft proposals no procedure has been 
laid down as to how the verdict of the province 
is to be obtained in favour of or against accession 
to the one Un ion. But in a letter dated 2nd of 
April from the Secretary of Sir Stafford Cripps, 
addressed to the President of the All-India 
Muslim League, it is stated that "a province 
should reach the decision whether or not to 
stand out of the Union by a vote in the Legisla• 
tive Assembly on a resolution to stand in. If the 
majority for accession to the Union is less 
than 60 per cent the minority will have the 
right to demand a plebiscite of the adult male 
population." In this connection it must be 
emphasised that in the provinces where the 
Musalmans are in a majority, as in the case of 
the majo\- provinces of Bengal and the Punjab, 
they are in a minority in the Legislative 
Assemblies: and in the Assemblies of Sind and 
the North-\\'est Frontier Province, the total 

, number namely, sixty and fifty respectively, is so 

(2) In the draft declaration a constitution
making body has been proposed with the primary 
object of creating one Indian Union. So far as 
the Muslim League is concerned, it has finally 
decided that the only solution of India's constitu• 1 
tional problem is the partition of India into 
independent zones: and it will, therefore, be 
unfair to the Musalmans to compel them to 
enter such a constitution-making body, whose 
main object is the creation of a new Indian 
Union. With conditions as they are, it will be 
not only futile but on the contrary may 
exacerbate bitterness and animosity amongst the 
various elements in the ·country. Besides, the 
machinery which has been proposed for the 
creation of the constitution-making body, 
namely, that it will consist of members elected 
by the newly elected lower Houses of the eleven 
provinces, upon the cessation of hostilities, as a 
single electoral college by the system of propor• 
tional representation, i~ a fundamental departure 
from the right of the l\Iusalmans, hitherto 
enjoyed by them, to elect their representatives 
by means of separate electorates, which is the 
only sure way in which true representatives of 
the Musalmans can be chosen. 

The constitution-making body will take 
decisions by a bare majority on all questions of 
most vital and paramount character involved in 
the framing of the constitution, which is a 
departure from the fundamental principles of 
justice and contrary to constitutional practice so 
far followed in the various countries and Domin• 
ions: and the Musalmans, by agreeing to this will, 
instead of exercising their right and jndgment as a ' 
constituent factor, be at the entire mercy of 
constitution-making body, in which they will be 
a minority of about 25 percent. 

(3) The right of non-accession to the Union, 
as contemplated in the draft declaration, has 
been conceded, presumably, in response to the 
insistent demands by the Musalmans for the 
partition of India, but the method and procedure 
laid down are such as to negative the professed 
object, for, in the draft proposals, the right of 

small and the weightage given to the non
Muslims so heavy that it can be easily manipulat• 
ed and a decision under such conditions cannot 
be the true criterion of ascertaining the real 
opinion of the Musalmans of those provinces. 

As regards the suggested plebiscite in the 
provinces in which the Musalmans are in a 
majority, in the event of the requisite majority 
not being available in the Legislative Assemblies, 
the procedure laid down is that reference shall 
be made to the whole adult population of the 
provinces and not to the Musalmans alone, 
which is to deny them the inherent right to self
determ ination. 

(4) 'With regard to the Indian States it is the 
considered opinion of the Committee that it is a 
matter for them to decide whether to join or not 
to join or form a Union. 

(5) With regard to the treaties to be negotiat
ed between the Crown and the Indian Union or 
Unions, the proposals do not indicate as to what 
would happen in case of disagreement on the terms 
between the contracting parties, nor is there any 
provision made as to what would be the 
procedure when there is a difference of opinion 
in negotiating a revision of treaty arrangements 
with the Indian States in the new situation. 

(6) With regard to the interim arrangement, 
there is no definite proposal except the bare 
statement that His Majesty's Government desire 
and invite the effective and immediate parti
cipation of the leaders of the principal sections 
of the Indian people in the counsels of their 
country, of the Commonwealth and of the united 
nations. The Committee are therefore, unab 
to express their opinion until a complete picture 
is available, Another reason why the Committee 

(Su page 4) 
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Thursday, April 16, 1942 

Scorched Earth Policy and 
Islam 

Byzantine Empire, the following were the 
instructions issued to it as a standing order: 

"In avenging the injuries Inflicted on us, 
molest not the harmless inmates of domestic 
seclusion; spare the weakness of the fomale sex; 
injure not rhe infant at the breast or those who 
nre ill in bed. Abstain from demolishin1: the 
dwellini:s of unresistin1: inhabitants; destroy not 
the means of their subsistence nor their fruit 
trees; and touch not the palm." 
llazrat Abu Bakr, the First Caliph of 

Islam issued the following instructions to 
the army of Islam engaged in the Syrian 

~, l~ ~ .)>J~J ~......, .,j_,:; 1)1, battles: 
(r,1 •_,i~I) >l-.a.JI~'\! Y .uit, 0 J.-.i.JI, & ✓.I.I "When you meet your enemies, acquit your-

A d . W d d selves as men and do not turn your backs. If 
ccor mg to the estern stan ar s you win victory do not kill children nor old 

exigencies of war exonerate man from the people nor women. Destroy not palm trees or 
observance of moral rules considered binding burn any fields of corn. Cut down no fruit 
in peace time. Solemn treaties may be trees nor do any harm to cattle, only such as you 
thrown away as scraps of paper. lndis- kill for the necessity of subsistence. When you 

I 
make any convenant or article, stand to it and 

criminate kil ing and torture of the civil be as good as your word. As you go on you 
population, plunder, arson, every method will find some relh.:ious persons that live retired 
fair or foul may be employed to coerce the in 'monastries who propose to themselves to 
enemy into subjection. Soldiers may have serve God. that wa~ .• ~et them alone nor 
free indulgence in sex passions at home as de5troy their monastr1es. . 
well as in the occupied territories. Regular j The . scorched earth policy of_ modern 
departments are created to fabricate and warfare ts thus absolutely un-Islam1c. The 
broadcast lies in order to keep up the ene~y must be fought by all means ):>Ut not 
morale of the people. This is the Western deprtve.d of the means of subsistence. 
atti~ude on war-time morality, as summed Th.at 1s mean and co'::ardly_ and c?ar~c
up m the oft-repeated saying all is fair in tensed by the Quran as makmg m1sch1ef 
love and war. ' in the earth." The Quranic verse quoted 

N t so in Islam Islam has come to at the top prohibits the destruction of the 
purifyo human life i~ all its spheres and race or of t!1e fruits o~ their labours. The 
departments. The department neither of great Saladtn who durmg the Crusades had 
love nor of war is treated as an exception. to combat wave after w~ve of Crusade~s 
Warfare is permitted in Islam. it is even from Europ~ refused to strike a blow at his 

• • . . d ' B adversary Richard when he saw the latter's 
enJotned at times as a high uty. ut two t d k'll d H d'd t h h' t·l 

d
. • 1 1 • p· 1 s ee t e • e I no c arge 1m un 1 

~on 1t10ns must a ways regu ate it. . tr9t Y, he had him remounted on th b t st d 
it must be a war for a cause that ts clean. f h. t bi e es ee 
Secondly, it must be fought with weapons rom is own s a e. 
that are clean. The end and the means As regards the prisoners of war, we have 
both must be beyond reproach. heard of the fate that has befallen some in 

The Holy Quran lays down: Hong Kong. Just see the treatment enjoined 
"And let not the hatred of 1 by Islam. The Holy Prophet is reported to 

incite you to exceed the limits, Hel:e~: have thus admonished one Abu Zarr who 
another In goodness and piety and do not help had used a harsh word to a prisoner of war 
one another in sin and a1mression." (5 : 2). allotted to him: 

"And let not hatred of a people incite you "0 Abu Zarr l Thou findest fault with him 
not to act equitably ; act equitably, that is nearer on account of his mother I Surely thou art a 
to piety." (5 : 8). a man in whom is ignorance. Your captives are 

your brothers. Allah has placed them under 
The Hadith lays down : your hands. So whoever has his brother under 
"Fight and do not exceed the limits and do his hand, let him give him to eat whereof he 

not mutilate bodies and do not kill children." himself eats, and let him give him to wear what 
he himself wears and do not impose on them a 

While permitting warfare as a necessary work which they are not able to do and if you 
evil Islam has done everything possible to give them such a work, then help them in the 
purify it of all elements of barbarity and execution of it." 
inhumanity. Clean fighting and honest Western civilization is barbarianism 
dealing is strictly enjoined. The killing of compared to this high standard of human 
the non-combatants, of women, children and civilization set up by Islam. That civiliza
old people is strictly prohibited. When the tion needs the light of Islam to light up its 
Prophet despatched an army against the path. In war time there is for it as much 
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to ltiarn froin Islam as in peace time. Islam 
alone can take the sting of harbarism out 
of warf.ire. Sta11ding under the shadow of 
a grim war nncl the trail of wholesale death 
and desolation, nf d,~struction and devastn
tion it leaves behind wherever it goes, we 
c;-111 not help bdng reminded of the Quranic 
claim to be a "complete" code for hunrnn 
condnct. The diabolical deeds of rn;1n 
committed agninst fellow-man in this war 
should drive it home to every fair-minded 
student of Islam that even for the prC!per 
conduct nf war, mankind must turn to thrj II 

Heavenly light of !slam for guid;ince. 
Islam has humanized a worst passion like 
warfare. Isbm alone c:-in be the curner
stone on which to build up the much 
longed-for New World Order. 

A Question for Qaid-i-Azam 
(Co11ti1111e.d from pa{!e 7) 

j illlspecting 'the lmna ftti,•s of the Khnks11.r l\fove• 
ment.. ~ond_itio_n,, however, have now changed. 
Everything is m the meltihg pot and no one 
)mows, how the course of events may :a;hnpe itself 
in. the cnming months. If Jnpnn comes nnd 
H1~d.11s play the fifth column, where would 
Bnta_in be ?_ Her. only chance lies in trusting 
Muslin,s .. 1 he revival of the Knaksar Movement 
on. a natio~nl scale. nn<l converting it into a 
trruned g11erilla force ts as nrnch to the interest 
of Britain ns of M us!im India. 

, Self-defence is the inherent rir,ht of an indi
v1d11al and a people. At present Britain 
con~tder, herself charged with the defence of 
India. llow far she would be nble to do it no 
one en~, tell. If the worst comes to the worst 

This makes the Japanese danger doubly 
dnngerons, so far as :\lnslim India is concerned, 
Muslim India hn, heen lighting tooth an<l nail 
against the designs to establish Hindu Raj in 
this country. Britain, however, saw thro11gh the 
game and has stoutly refused to sell the liberties 
of 9 crores of Muslims to the Hindn :\lajority, 
The main reason of Sir Stafford's failnre. so far 
a~ the Congress is concerned, hns been this very 
factor. The Congress wanted him to place all pnwer 
in its hands. Sir Stafford could not do that. 
It must, therefore. be conceded that Britain with 
all her faults in other respects, has ne\·er been a 
party to the Hindu game of establishing Hindu 
Raj under the cover of majority rnle. But 
Muslim India is now faced with a greater danger. 
If Japanese come, and the Hindus throw in their 
lot with them as their brethren in a common 
cultural heritage, Hindu Raj would be established 
with the help of Japanese bombs and bayonets. 

and Ax1;; for;:;es force their wav into the country 
!t is only f~ir that the people ~hould be enabled 
m good time to put up some resistance in the 
defence of their hearths and homes, A disarmed 
nnorgnnized, nntrnined people would only serv~ 
as a drag un the 11·fir machinery of the Govern• 
?1ent itself. Inai~ is ~erhaps the only country 
m the world which 1s threatened with a most 
deadly invasion but whose people have not e\·en 
handled a rifle in lifetime. This is not the way 
t~ defend India. Government mnst shed all 
d!strust of the people. ~he has no reason for 
distrust so_ far as 1\lushms are concerned. 
Japnnese victory to them _would mean Hindu Raj 
m a worse form, Th~re 1s no doubt or wavering 
among ther:i on that issue. To l\l uslim fndia it 

1 means a Ide and death struggle as much as to 
Britain. Whether Japan is the common foe so 

. fnr as the Hindus are concerned may be doubted. 
I But there cannot be the slightest doubt that so 

far as Muslim India is concerned, Japan is the 
c?mm~n foe. '.\lusalmans will put the zeal of 
Jihad. mto the s.truggle, if roused to the danger, 
organized and trained. Allama Mashriqi is the 
man who can do it. 

How is the Qaid-i-Aznm going to meet this , 
eiventuality ? Even in case this danger proves : 
illusory the fact remains that :--.I uslim India must ' 

India can yet be saved. The stalwart sons 
of Islam in the rugged rocks of the Frontier and 
the vast plains of the Pnnjab alone can do it 
Will Britain trust them? · 

ori:;anize her own guerilla bands. That is the ,-------:---------------
question on which Muslim India impatiently looks (Cot1tinued from page 2) 
up for lead to Qaid-i-Azam. are nnable to express their opinion on the interim 

* * * arrangements for participation in the counsels 
Allama Mashriqi Comes in of the country, is that Sir Stafford Cripps has 

This is exactly where Allama t\lashriqi comes made it clear that the scheme goes through as a 
in. If there is one man in the country who is whole or is rejected as a whole and that it would 
pre eminently capable, not only of organizing not be possible to retain only the part relating to 
but also of inspiring the people to face death in the immediate arrangements at the Centre and 
the defence of the country that man is Allama the Committee has come to the conclusion that 
Mashriqi. We wish it were possible to the the proposals for the future are unacceptable, it 
whole of India jointly to pnt the organization will serve no useful purpose. 
of guerilla bands under Allama Mashriqi. We In conclusion the Committee wish to point 
are sure, as head of a non communal organiza• out that the position of the Muslim League 
tion like the Khaksars, the Hindus and Sikhs has been and is that unless the principle of 
could safely trust him with the control of an Pakistan scheme, as embodied in the Lahore 
all-India organization of guerilla fighters, The resolution dated March 1940, which is now the 
Khaksar sp11.des that so far plied in the cause of creed of the All-India Muslim Leauge, is 
social service might now be turned towards the unequivocally accepted and the right of the 
defence of the country. Failing that, for the Musalmans to self-determination is conceded by 
organization of puteiy Muslim guerilla banda his means of a machinery which will reflect the true 
leadership is indispensable. verdict of Muslim India. it is not possible for the 

The pity of it is that the greatest obstacle in the Muslim L.eague to accept ruiy proposal or 
the way is the Government which has ever been scheme regarding the future. 
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QURAN AND THE PRESENT CAI.AMITIES 
(By SIi. Glwlam Gltcms of C11ttack) 

God sRys in the Q11rnn-" And the bearer 
of a b11rden cannot bear the burdert of nnother, 
nor were 'We going to chastise until We raised 
an Apostle." 

0 ',I_~...,) ~; ~;:,,._ J::~ J..,.,. Us t.. ., 

(eh. 17; ver. 15, S11ra-i-B,111i-lsrail). Punish
ment, either in this world or in the next is 
inflicted for disobeying the Divine Law; Rnd the 
breakers of the Law ouly are punished, So 
people cannot be made accused of breaking the 
Law unless and until s11ch LRw is at first pre• 
sented to them by God through His apostle or 
prophet. Before Muhammad, thousands of 
apostles and prophets had appeared at different 
places and at different times. They were local 
and national and their teachings were limited to 
particular area~, and the people were required to 
follo~v the teachings of their respective apostles ; 
and m defiance they were being punished by God. 
At last the day of national prophets was over 
and Muhammad the world-prophet (Nabi) and 
apostle(/~asool)appeared witht he perfect and final 
Law in the shape of the Qman (Vide, eh, 5; ver. 
3 and eh. Hi; vers. t, 2l which claims to contain 
"pure pages wherein are right books" (eh. 98; 
vers. 2 and 3). In the Quran all the right direc• 
tions are to be met with which were revealed in 
any other book, as well as those which may not 
have been previously revealed; but which are 
.necessary for the guidance of man. The Quran 
thus claims to contain all the good points of 
other sacred books, and, in addition, to supply 
their deficiencies. Muhammad is the apostle 
(Rasool) not only for the people of his own age; 
but also for '' others from among them who 
have not yet joined them" (eh. 62; ver. 3; 
Sura-i-Jumua'h). 

0 _.,.4:,~ ~"~- ~ ..,o,¼;... o~-✓.:::..I., 
In other words, prophet l\luhammad would con
tinue to be the Spiritual Teacher of humanity to 
the end of time. There will be no apostle 
or prophet after him and there will be no other 
Divine Law Book except the Quran and that is 
why the prophet has been styled as i{hataman
Nabiyin, the last of the Prophets (Quran, eh. 33; 
ver. 40), The disasters and calamities that will 
happen till the end of the world will be attribut
ed, according to the Muslim point of view, to the 
failure of the people to follow the Divine Law 
promulgated by Islam to them. 

The present world wide conflagration is not 
without a moral lesson for us. The Divine Law 
of refribution is not a mass of irrationa1ities. 
Some. lofty purpose is served by showering 
cafam1ties upon mankind. The destinies of 
many nations are changed; parties disappear 
and men change their outlook on life. The 
present world-war is a warning to the sinning 
millions. A Muslim believes that much of the 
calamities might perhaps be mitigated if people 
follow the right path as indicated in the Quran 
brought by the last apostle Muhmma<l. May 
good sense prevail upon the peoples of the world 
-is the prayer of thousands of Musalman.s 
during the continuan0$ af the preseQt warJd 
disaster. 

Muslims of China 
The total Muslim population in Chirrn is 

about 50,000,000. They nre wide! y scattered 
but majority of them arc in the westL·rn pro
vinces nf :-ii~ang, Szechw:i.n, Kunsu nnrl Yunan, 

There nre number of Mnslirns in Fnkicn in 
the south, and ~ltrnlim centres nm al 0 o found in 
Hopeh. Some of the cities south of P1;kin. it is 
believed, have l\luslims who form a third of their 
total populntit111. It is intere;;ting to see that a 
small Tibetan tribe have fervently adopted Islam. 

The Origin 
The origin of these people is shrouded in 

mystery. Son,e probable guesses gro11nded on 
subsequent investig,ttion c-an he made. Streams, 
of Islamic influence appear to have c..:ome from 
Nnrth Afghanistan nnd T11rkistan. Tbe Ming 
dynasty which rnled China, between the four
teenth and seven tenth cent nries adopted a 
definite p()licy nf cncomaging ;1luslims from 
Tnrkistan to settle down in the pro\·inccs of N. 
\¥. China. Bnt earlier still from 'the seventh to 
the th(rteenth century during the regimes of the 
Tangs and Sungs, Arnh settlements grew up 
on the coasts of Chekiang and Fukien. In the 
province of Chinghai on the Yellow river there· 
is a tribe called the Salar Muslims who came 
from !:'oamarkand about 300 years ago and have 
sedulously maintained their contacts with it to 
this day. 

Organisations 
Chinese Imperiii.l policy was to allow the 

Muslims to follow their own law, and in cases 
where a Muslim was a defendant in a snit between 
a Muslim and non •:\I u,dim the usage was to 
enforce the Mnslim law. The republic has 
followed the policy and has spared no pains to 
give the respect that is due to social convictions 
which are indissolubly interfused with religious 
principles. 

The community is usually divided into a 
number of sections each gronped around a holy 
city or a mosque. The most celebrated is 
Hochow. The old practice was to insist on all 
Imams being trained at Hochow. In con
sequence Hochow came to enjoy a certain politi
cal power. In recent times however Sinning is 
assuming the distinction of training Imams 
and Hochow is gradually losing its sway. Other 
centres are Kaifeng (Honan) Haichang (E. Kansu) 
Kunming (Yuhnan,, etc. 

Nearly all the Muslims are Sun is, while Sufi 
thought is the monopoly of one small sect 
known as fhe Jeheriya. Some of the youngcer 
Muslims evince an ardent interest in the 
Ahmadiyyas and carry out missionary work with 
a fair degree of success. 

In the Army 
The younger members of the commnnity to

day are pious Muslims and devoted followers of 
Chiang Kai-Shek. They have formed a Leauge 
inside the Kuomintang, known as the National 
Salvation Association of the Chinese Mohammed
dans. They ha'lle established a Normal School 
in Peking in which they are fashioning the young 
and practical leader, of to-morrow. 

(See />age 8} 
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ISLAM-A National or International Entity? 
(By Dr. Omur Rolf Buron Ehrcnfo ls) 

Islam, unlike Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Hindu• 
ism, Shintoism and other national religions, h11s 
from the very beginning refused to conline itself 
to the n11tion from which it originally sprang, 

Islam, like Buddhism and Christendom, 
claimed 1mivcr11ality 11mong all ,rali<ms, 

But whereas Buddhism seems to he confined 
to the eastern world, since the expulsion from its 
birthplace India, and Christianity to the western 
since its early migration from Palestine to ancient 
Rome, Islam still maintains the position of a 
bridge between the two, 

The claim of Jslam to offer a solution of 
international problems, based upon religious 
insight, however, may have been supported by 
the geographical situation, but was not cansed 
by this rather accidental factor. This claim 
is deeply rooted in the very spirit and essence of 
the two main sources of Islam, i.e., The Holy 
Quran and the Hadith. 

Both these supreme authorities of Islam, like 
Buddhism, acknowledge the fundamental unity 
of all religions and, like Christianity, try to 
establish a real feeling of fraternity between 
individuals, even though they may belong to 
quite different economic, linguistic, national, or 
other groups. 

To these unifying tendencies Islam added that 
(as then never so clearly pronounced) command 
to replace the age-old racial exclusiveness of the 
Semites by a positively international conception, 
based on spiritual, instead of physical relation
ship. This alone prevented Islam from becoming 
a merely national religion of the Arabs, in spite 
of the fact that Islam happened to coincide with 
one (and so far the last) Arabic wave of 
conquest, of which pre-Islamic history records 
quite a number. 

Later history of the Islamic civilization how
ever shows that attempts at nationalizing Islam 
have not been altogether unsuccessful. In the 
Abbaside period both the tendencies already 
fought for supremacy. Shiaism soon developed 
a Persian national character of its own, Islam 
in India soon put on the national garb of a 
Moghul-Afghan-Northindian-Persian mixture, 
based upon traditions, a mixed language (i.e., 
Urdu) and a style of life of its own,-positively 
differing, both from the rest of the Islamic world 
as also from the rest of the Indian civilization, 
Bnt the most powerful and perhaps snccess
promising attempt at a nationalization of Islam 
was made by the Turks in their three-con tin en ta! 
Ottoman Empire. This tendency however has 
not been always predominant there. During 
the centuries of Turkish aspirations in Central 
Europe, the international character of Islam was 
fully alive also among them. Mnslim Greeks, 
Albanians, Serbo-Croats, Bulgarians Hungarians 
and Roumanians ranked eqnally with the Muslim 
Turks. 

The grand scheme to include Austria in this 
empire was still based upon the international 

conception of Islam and, had it been prosecuted 
by means of a more spiritual and less military 
nature than it actually was, it might have s11cceed
ed, just as the conversion of one third of all 
Albanians and a good nun1ber of the Yugoslavs 
did. But ~ven so as it was, had it not been for 
the help of the Poles under John Sobiesky, 
Vienna and with it Austria and perhaps Bohemia 
had most probably become part and parcel of the 
Islamic world. 

The failure of the Turks in achieving thhi, 
however threw them back to the Near East. This 
even brought about the growing of national feel• 
ings among the Christian Balkan countries and, 
as reaction to this, the identification of Islam 
with the Ottoman Empire in general and its 
ruling race, i.e., the Turks in particular. Sultan 
Abdul Hamid's conception of Panislamism was 
bas~d on this more or less openly professed 
national Turkish conception of Islam, although 
not to the same degree as was the later Young
Turkish Panturanism of Enver-Pasha, openly 
trying to Tnranize or 0smanize the non-Turkish 
t-1 uslims. These were partly foreign tho11ghts, 
inspired by the alliance with Germany in the 
first world war which however brought about 
not only the defeat of the Ottoman Empire, but 
also that of the nationalizing tendencies in Islam, 
as it were. 

This catastrophal defeat of a policy which 
was based on the identification of Islam with one 
nation, then the "Sick Man of Europe," but 
meanwhile youthfully regenerated, as the New 
Turkey marks at the same time the rebirth of 
the international attitude of Islamic civilization; 
in fact the rebirth of Islam as a spiritual force. 

The Muslims since then grew more and more 
conscions of their higher responsibility towards 
others as well as towards themselves, more and 
more feeling that to be a Muslim involves duties 
towards one's fellow-beings which are not always 
easilv fulfilled, 

i"ndian Muslims played a paramount role in 
this renaissance; especially those who came 
directly or indirectly under the inspiring influence 
of the late Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, one of the 
outstanding religious personalities of Islam at 
the beginning of this century, This prominence 
of the Indian Muslims might be considered small 
wonder, in view of three facts which seem to 
have preferably destined them for the new tasks 
of Islam. 

(a) The contact with the religious-minded and 
spiritual atmosphere in India, 

(b) The experience which was provided to 
them by the former dow11fall of the quasi•national 
Islamic rule of the M11ghals in India, and 

(c) The pa,ticipatiou in the growth and 
development of an entity as is the British 
Commonv,ealth of Nations, which is both, 
essentially international and_ based upon a 
religious ootlook ou world affairs, 
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But also outside India revived the interest in 
the spiritual and tram-national forces of Islam, 
though this rebirth did not seem to interfere with 
a parallel renaissance, namely the purely 
national one. The co-existence of an idealistic 
lslamism with a purely secular reform-movement 
of the nation in such countries as e.g., Turkey or 
Egypt seems to be considerably underestimated 
by those who still stick to the belief that a 
people has ceased to be Islamic, which allows 
women to leave the ze11a11a, to co-operate for 
the pnblic welfare and even to go so far as to 
join the j11,na ,iamaz in the masjid . 

Apart from this and' similar difficulties, things 
seem to point towards an evolution of modern 
idealism in Islam, which absolutely fits in the 
general tendency of most modern social move• 
ments, aiming at a world-wide rapprochement of 
groups, national, economic and religious. 

Surprisingly enough, we find at this \'ery 
juncture a merely national movement springing 
up among just the Muslims of India, which on 
top of it is not out to separate church and 
politics, as did the other national movements in 
the Islamic world alter the first world-war, but 
which obviously aims at substituting the former 
ill-fated identification of Islam with the imperial 
Ottomans by a similar identification of Islam 
with the Urdu-speaking North-Indians. This is 
an undertaking, which, if successful, must be 
expected to reduce the bright prospects of 
Islam as a spiritual and international power, just 
in the present moment of world-decision to that 
of a mere tool in the hands of a comparatively 
isolated 1:ommunity and its worldly aims and 
aspirations. 

For, we Muslims, cannot possibly try to have 
it both ways. Either we are inspired by the 
eternal star of the world-wide, international 
fra·ternity existing between all those who are 
believing in one spiritual God and who submit 
themselves to His supreme will, that fraternity 
which is visioned in the Holy {Juran; or we give 
this idea up and are out to create another transi• 
tory nation, one more among the rest of them 
which are the•• gods'' of their fanatic members 
and at the same time the dead-enemy to all 
those who do not happen to belong to this group. 
We may perhaps be bold enough to call this 
idol-godling " Islamic Culture in India," but we 
shall certainly never dare to call it by the name 
of Allah, the Benificent, the Merciful, who is the 
ONE GOD of all the nations and of all the 
worlds! 

We cannot possibly be partners in two oppos
ing games, or play two diamatrically different 
roles at the same time ! 

Future alone will show which of the two ways 
is going to be finally chosen by the Muslims of 
this country. We can neither dictate, nor bend 
what is to come. But it may still be worth 
while to realize jnst for one moment of medita
tion and deliberation which principal duties and 
possibilities wonld present themselves to the 
Muslims in India, and to those ahroad, in case 
they should decide to serve Islam as the inter
national, uniting and spiritual force which is far 
ahove all transitory, worldly claims of any single 

nation, community or limited social unit other• 
wise. 

We are now living in a period of human his, 
tory which will most probably decide whether 
the impatiently awaited regeneration of mankind 
is to become n reality in the nearest future, or 
will have again to wait for nn unknown day to 
come. Jn view of this consideration it might 
rightly be considered essential whether Islam 
is or is not to play its part in the hoped-for 
unification and progress of human culture. This 
the living Muslims only can decide by their 
attitude and their actions. I therefore consider 
it essential for every Muslim to realize which 
main topics will have to be handled as Islamic 
life-questions, fit to prepare the ground for the 
great cultural regeneration which we all hope, 
will take place, after this veritable hell on earth 
will be extinguished that we have to experience 
in these days. In this connection I think the 
following points deserve the special interest of 
all Muslims who think of working for a better 
future, for a happier humanity rather than for 
transitory petty interests of the moment only. 

(11) Education deserves to be mentioned in
the first place here, as it is an important tool 
of forming the mind and inclination, the tern• 
perament and outlook of the future generations 
to come after us. Here it is essential, I think 
to widen the horizon of Muslim boys and girls 
to such an extent that they become able to 
appreciate the potentially Islamic elements in 
all the nations and in all religions of the world, 
instead of conpning their outlook on history 
to those nations only and their culture, which at 
one tir:re had been the leading ones in the Islamic 
civilization. Thus historical and religious ed
ucation could become a broadening, toleration
teaching guide towards the bright future, in
stead of a narrowing, fanaticizing impulse to 
indulge in the bitterness and quarrels of the 
past. If these ideals become guiding in educ• 
ation, three new items will be found very useful 
in this direction, 

(1) Introduction of courses on eth11ology, as 
they had been made obligatory in the second• 
ary education of a number of Europe~n coun• 
tries, such as e g., Austria before 1938, where 
the high ethical value of this science had been 
realized, in spite of the fact that it was not so 
naturally suggested there, as it would be in a 
country where ethnologically interesting groups 
of population are everywhere at hand, as it is 
the case in most parts of the world where 
Mnslim children are being educated. Such in• 
troductory courses on general ethnology will 
at the same time offer opportunity to show that 
the Islamic conception of monotheism and of 
the essential unity of mankind are really speak• 
ing inherent ideas of mankind which formed 
human thought and civilization from its very 
beginning and have been dissolved only much 
later in the course of confnsing evolutions ; 
evolutions, which however have always been 
corrected by prophets from God, sent to 
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humanity for rectification of obvious aberra• 
tions.* 

(2) Introdution of the study of a compe1r• 
ative history of relif!iot1s will be essential ns it is 
the knowledge of the basic elements in other 
religions alone which can enable M nslim boys 
and girls to w.1ke up to the astounding and yet 
so fundamental knowledge of the 1111it)• ol all 
religions in all essentials and of the scientifically 
provable correctness of h;lam's claim that at 
the foot al all religions there is the snme ll!eSs• 
nge from God, althongh pronounced in so many 
various forms. Few Muslims realize thene 
things even with regnrd to the great religions 
system, but scarcely nny one, outside profes• 
sionally scientific circles knows anything of the 
less known "Tribal religions" of which qnite a 
number, notably so in Africa, exhibit a clear 
and lofty conception of monotheism:!· 

(3) Stress should be laid on the necessity 
to teach history ns impat'tially as it can be 
possibly done. Nothing could be more harmful 
•to the future of Islam than the often observed 
tendency among Muslim teachers to paint the 
Muslim nations and statesmen better than they 
were and to darken the picture of the non• 
Muslim ones. By doing so the love -for truth 
and righteousness, a basic element of Islam, is 
weakened in the minds of Muslim bo~s and girls 
and moreover the wrong impression is being 
-created among them as though Islam in itself, 
instead of its lack in the Muslims ol yore, was 
responsible for the present decay of Islamic 
civilization which after all cannot be denied in 
the face of historical facts. 

By exposing on the other hand, the misdeeds 
and aberrations from the Islamic ideal, which 
were undoubtedly committed by some Muslims 
of the past, the opposite effect will be created 
and Muslims will be made to understand that 
the exercise of Islamic virtues alone can possibly 
be hoped to bring about a genuine revival of the 
Islamic culture and civilization. 

(b) A second vast problem which deserves 
our attention in this connection is the attitude 
towards the missioflary efforts of Islam. Muslim 
missionaries, unlike Christian ones, do not 
approach those whom they want to make 
acquainted with their religion in an attitude of 
the one knowing the only truth which he is out 
to give to the one who lives in utter darkness. 
Muslim missionaries rather try to spread the 
knowledge of an all-comprising, all-loving and 
universal principle among those whom he be
lieves to be essentially Muslim, already, if 
sticking to the original principles of their re
spective religions only. Muslim missionaries are 
n.ot. out to spread either any rigid dogmatic 

*This vast suhjec:t has be,,n treated by me in a sepa
rate article in Islamic c,.tture, Hyderabad. Deccan. Octo• 
her 1940, pp. 43i-446 and was cuoted by Maulana Moham• 
mad Ali of Lahore in his Friday sermon of Jan, 24th 
1941. 

tCompare the thought-provokng article Islam in 
Africa by Mr. S, M, Fossil in The Light, F'!br. 1st 1941 
p. 1 seq. 

, system, nor the national c11stoms and trnditio11s 
of any special Muslim nmion amoug non-Mus
lims. lt is rather the acceptance of purely 
11pirrtuaf principles and ideas, the verification of 
a leelin1; of lm1tl1trly 1111ity under the all•cOm• 
prising /rJ't•e 11/ God, which the true Muslim 
missionnry is 011t to impart to non-Muslim peo
ples in all countries and continents of the world. 

It seems therefore ohvions that two essential 
notions should he inade the corner-stones of 
J\lm;lim mi~sinnnry efforts: (I) the thorough 
knowledge of forei!fll relit;irms and systems of 
life and (2) the ncc:ept;tncc of the principle 
of th c equahfy of t•alues in all 11atio1111 
and the resolute attitude of rejection 
against nil remnants of those antiquated pre• 
Islamic superiority-complexes of the Semites, 
which our Prnphet Mohammad (P.B.O.H.) wns 
so keen in fighting against, when stressing the 
high dignity of Muslim Negroes and other non• 
Arabs, compared to Arab aristocrats who 
happened to be slack io their religious duties. 
The preference of the mental relationship over 
the physical one, so markedly a foature in 
Islam, m11st become a Ii dng force in the modern 
Islamic world again, ii this ci\'ilization earnestly 
means to put into practice what the old ideal 

, ol lslam had been : a nniting force of loye and 
1 surrender to God's supreme will. that works lor 

,ill good-willing humans, irrespecti\'e of national• 
ity, colour, caste or creed. 

(To be Co11ti11ued) 

(Co11tim1ed from page 5) 

The Mohammadan troops of Tsinghai, 
Kansu and Ninghsia number about 80,000 men. 
A splendid body of men under the able leader• 
ship of Malu fang, they have inflicted many 
defeats on the aggressor. 

It is worth mentioning that General Pai 
Chaug-nsi, the Deputy Chief of Chinese General 
Staffis one of the General Chiang Kaishek's 
most trusted man. He is a Muslim of the 
Maclan which is solidly behind the forces making 

, for Free China. A large number of the workers 
' who helped to build the great Burma Road were 

Muslims. 
Islamic Countries 

The relation between China and Mecca have 
always been a spiritually binding thing. Only 
recently the Indian Go\'ernment helped an um
ber of Chinese to go to lllecca and looked after 
them until Ma Saad Abdul Rahman Wanshine 
the Chinese Vice-Consul at Jedda, a product of 
the Al-Azhar University of Cairo, later took 
charge of them. 

The arrival in Baghdad of Dr. Chang the 
Chinese Minister to Turkey, to negotiate a 
treaty of frindship between China and Iraq, is at 
once an indication of China's desire to develop 
closer relations with the countries of the Middle 
East and a recognition of 12 centuries of contact 
between the Chinese and Islamic people. 
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