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Jawaharlal's Excursions into · Religion 

Don't Look up to God, Even if He Exists ! 

In his latest voluminous book The Di$• 
,coverv of India, coveting over • 7_00 pages, 
written during his last term of mcarcera• 
tion in rhe fort of Ahmadnagar, as a 
sequel to the ill· fated "Quit -India'' re,o­
·1ution of. the Gorigress on August B, 1942, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru ramhles over a 
vast field, rouchinR upon any and every 

·subject that comes his way, 
The book purports to be a recapitulation 

:from the author's angle ot vision, of the 
whole story of Indjan history, from ~~e 

·.earlie~t till).es right up to the latest pol1t1· 
cardevelopments,'_but it may_ m~re appro• 
.priately· be· described· as a proJectaon of .the 
author's·.own menial.attitudes cast on , the 
•screen of-Indian history. And a man of 
·very wide end varied interests as Jawaharlal 
is, there is hardly any topic, from ~rchaeo· 
logy •astronomy, history, ro mus1c,palnt· 

·Ing, ' khartak dance and high f!ig~ts into 
realms of philosophy, metaphvs1c_s and 
religion, which he does not dabbl_e in. It 
·is this !at-mentioned aspect of his mental 
·outlook however which should be of 
·interest fo the reader of rhis paper and we 
would briefly review this phase of the 

.Pandit's moods. Since the idea is to give 
,che reader an insight into how the mind 
,of. this great Indian leader works on rhe 
• plane of r~ligion, no apology is needed for 
the lengthy reproduction of relevant 
,passages from this latest writing of his. 

' ' 
Something • or Magic 

u;,der the caption, 'Life's Philosophy', 
•he writes:--, 

"Religion, as I Eaw it practised and 
accepted even by thinking men, whether 
it was Hinduism or Islam or Buddhism 
.or Christianity, did not attract me. It 
seemed co be closely associated with 
·superstitious • practices and dogmatic 
:beliefs and behind it lay a method of 
,approach to life's problems which was 
-certainly not that of science. There 
was an element of magic' about it, . an 
·uncritical credulous·ness, a reliance on 
the super,natural. ''. • 
This • is thus the first, the superficial 

impression, as it seems; which religion 
Ieft ·-on Jawaharlal's mind. -On second 
thought, however, he feeh that religion is 

·after .all not 10 altogether ·a useless thing 

he took ir to be and this is how he gives 
vent to this mood : 

·• Yet it was obvious that religion 
had supplied some deeply felt inner need 
of human nature and that the vast 
majority of people all over the world 
could not do without some form of 
religious belief. It had produced SOl'(le 
fine types of men and women, as well as 
bigoted, narrow-minded, cruel tyrants, 
It had given a set of values to human life 
and· though some of these values had no 
application to-da,y or were_ .even ~arm- ­
ful, others were srill the foundac1on of 
morality and • ethics," 

It never struck Pandirji that like every­
thing else, religion as well was put by 
man ro good or bad use. Why did it not 
strike him that the "bigoted, narrow • 
minded, cruel tyrants '' represent an abuse 
of religion or, more correctly, they are rhe 
product of false religion 1 If, for instance, 
his own caste-men, the Brahmms, perpetu­
ated the most inhuman iniquities 
on fellowmen of the lower casre in 
the name of religion, it certainly 
.could nor be the teaching of the great 
Rishis who were torch-bearers of all that 
is ·good · and noble. It takes no great 
imagination ro sift this alloy that has got 
mixed up with religion from religion 
in its purity which has always produced, 
in the words of the Pandit, "some fine 
types -of men and women". Even science 
of which he professes 10 be a votary is not 
an unmixed blessing. If it has given us 
stuoendous power over nature, if it has 
added to the comfort of life and relieved 
much of its pain, it has at the same time, 
through the perversion of man, been con­
verted into the most diobolical force for 

. human destruction known to history . . If 
for thar reason we can not denounce 
science as such, it is a . highly unscienti6c 
attitude ro condemn religion wholesale 
became it has, in unworthy ltands, become 
an instrument of evil. 

·, The Iovi1ible World' 

But · J~waharlal, is a man of changi~g 
moqds. Seized . by a wave-of a· higher mood 
he can quite see that after all it ls not so 
eaey to . escape rhe call of religion, that 
science Is at best a very- Imperfect . expla• • 

Regd. No .. l 22v0 

nation of existence, rhnt at every step -in 
our life everyone of us is beset wirh pro· 
blems which are beyond the scope of 
scientific rxplanurion nnd which border 
on the unchnrtrred regions which .are 
the domain of religion. He goe1 on to 
say:-

·• In a wider sense of rhe word, reli· 
gion .dealt wirh rhe unchnrtered r~gions 
of human experience, uncharrered, that 
is, by the scientific positive knowledge of 
the day • • • • • • Life does not con1ist 
entirely of what we see and · hear nnd 
feel, the visible world which__is 111:ider•. 
going change in time ·and space. It is 
continually touching an invisible world 
of other and possibly: more stable or 
equally changable elements . and no 
thinking person can ignore this invisible 
world." 

It would appear from this that with 
growing years Panditji is awakening to the 
fact that matter is not all in ·all, that the 
higher and more stable values of life are 
non-material. The day is not far-off when· 
men of his scienti6c attitude of mind will 
go a ste·p further and see that even what 
they .:all rhe " visible " world is so deeply 
and inextricably· roored in to the world 
' "invisible''. The -termendous ' 'invisible" 
mystery with which even a corilmori mi• 
croscopic atom is wrapped up is the latest 
revelation in this direction, The demarca­
tion between the visible and the invisible 
worlds is a creation of bliod materialistic 
science which is already fast disappear­
ing, Religion is a synthesis of both, 

Mysticlim 

Touchina upon inward spiritual ex­
perience, Jawaha_rlal's mind "gain betrays 
that double-mindedness-reali,atlon of the 
irresistible force of this experience, on the 
one hand, and suspicion of its correctness 
on the other. He observes: 

" Ther~ • hnve been great mystics, 
attractive 6gures, who can not easily be 
disposed of as self-deluded fools. Yet 
mysticism (in the narrow sense of the 
word) irritates me ; it appears to · be 
vague and soft and flabby, not a rigo­
rous discipline of the mind but a 
surrender of ·mental facultiee and a 
living in a sea of emotional • exp~rience. 
The experience may · occasionally lead 
to some insight into Inner and . less ob­
vious processes, but it is also likely · to 

• lead to.self-delusion,'' . 
Here oge -may eiccuse ·P~dltJi. The type·.-: 

of mystic experlen('e that has come , hi, 

(Continued on r,age 3) 
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JU5t eorolhu'y-;-two sepa~~t~- s6ver-' selves in.to the same body--poliric 
ei~ns state!. , That i1 wh.v -a :man of - wi~h the Hindu!, , And' it - is but 
Mr. Jinnah'.s keeri politic~! ', percep- natura-1 that they should. : They are 
tion 'and.fairness of judgment and a one, The fact that the Mahasabhas 
life.Jong. patriotic record h.:is been all over India are bucking up the 
forced to the conclusion that Pakis• Sikh Morcha uproar and aliJ!ning 
tan, is the only solution , of the their forces behind them puts a 
Indian tangle w,,ich is just to all seal of confirmation on that fact. 
sections' of c,,,. ·people; • -brin11i11g Th'e Ml)salmans want no injustice 
freedom to H111Ju5as well as Mus- to any section o.f the people. They 

Willh all his laudable traits of l1ms and the other minor icies. It wane to live on the best of good-
briwer,y, fighting mettle and sports• was. in fact. a l!teat concession that neil!hbourlv relations with the 
manship, the Sikh is also notorious he made m the inc~resr of a solu- Hindus and the- Sikhs and all other 
for ll particular weakness, some sore tion, in agreeinit. against his ow'n -communities._ Thev want nothing 
of a kink in his mental texture better judgrnenr, to what is much but fair-plav, All they want fr, 
which rl!akes him· evety now and less than Pdkistan. that fair-play should not be denied 
then lapse into the odd, the eccen, Khalsaji is cercainly i·n one of, his to them. A Unit~d India is no fair­
tric, even the ·ridiculous and · do the wrong moods once more in kicking play, so far as they are concerned. 
wrong ching at the wrong time. -ft up a belated row on the eve of the It means slavery sure and certain­
was this streak in his mental make- much eagerly-awaited solution of per hap; s'.a,·ery w:cn a vengeance. 
up thac :caught the eye of that great the Indian problem-and just for Live and lee live-chat j5 what :he 
British St,1tesman and Premier, the nothing or for a "reas.:>n'' that is Mu,l ims wam It is no use fanning 
late Mr. Ramsay McDonald who not there. which is fact. is a pol1t1• co_mmunal passions, emecialb when 
described the Sikhs as "those de- cal fake. pure and simple freedom 1s almost within our grasp. 
ligbtful people.'' It is the same fit , Can Khalsaji honestly deny that _Sikh position 1s certainly in no 
of perversion that is to-day making the Hindus and the Sikh! are to all real and genuine danger ,mder the 
the Sikh talk .,f s_tarting a , morcha intents and p'urposes, one and the Cabinet Mission Grouping Scheme. 
as a protest against the Cabinet same people ? Lee this one point This is the hard face of the situa­
Mission proposals. be referred to any imoartial. tribu- tion Sikh brethren should not 

Moniha, against whom, for what ? nal and ii it is established that blink this obvious fact, They have 
He ci,°'s"_not -know. --, He does nbt there is anv genuine hostility be- always been inthe van of freedom 
care to'·Jmow. All he wants is he , tween the Sikhs and the Hindu,. struggle. They muse not now allow 
_must have ' a ·Morcha'-for· the mere a'ny genuille clash- betw.?en tne_ir their passions co get the better of 

' fun of it, "the _ide_a of a Morcha; it inrerem, the Sikh case for seoara- their judgrnent and put up un-
, would-seem, h_~s caught ,his 'fancy tion ~ill have some sense. Bue the warranted obstruccion in the way 

and-go_~ O[!• his -head. : It isju_st cijat. , fact is there is not a semblance of. of freedom. In this critical moment ' 
Nothing mote-no ·legitimate _grie- , real host1iity 'between ' them, They of India's history they mu$t set 
,..ance, no legitimate -cause I _, , .. are' one and the: same people. Th_eir their eyes on this larger interest of 

The , Muslim League demanded interests, oolitical, ecorj.omical and the country. If there were an iota 
.wparatian:-_ So- Khalsaji has IIOt the culrural ar~ identical. of reality in their gr-ievance or 
belated'·brain wave· : "Why riot I -?'' -Wh.ere _, _ rhen, , in the i:iame of fairness in their demand. the Qaid--i­
Tbe MusHm Le-ague held a Con- , common' sense, is the Stkh case ? Azam would have been 'the first_ to­
·•ention. The Khelsaji has. fonowed When devis-ing ·an 'all-India solution srand up for them. ' !Jut. there is no 

. ' , suit. l'he League Legislators t_ook the Sikhs have. to go in- the same point in -~his SfO~ in the tea ~up 
a· pledQe, •, Khal,saji , also:· went boat with the ,Hindus. ' just as the ' rhey have raised_. They ate cer-

, -th~uQil that farce '. : It is the Leafue. -Shia . Muslims whose number , goes tainly not playing che game. , 
: the Musalinan,-it ,seems, .that is get- up -:to crores ·have , -to go, 'with the 

tirig tin _his netvei :- :'Arid while --he Su(m{ Muslims'. Jt'is.no 'use fooling . JA\¥ AIIAKLAL •s EXCJJRSIOm 
u,toing through ·an ·_,tliese anti~s in the world that-. thev are a small • <C~ued, f~tm1. i,age .1) . 

• .imitation. of the L'?ague: be does ' mirioricv of four . million,. thrown way i: just an ·amateuruh 'ex~on . Into­
' not pause , t~ pondir, -cool-headed~ - at 'the ~ercy of cbe Musli~-.majori- t~ realm of the •'plrit. , The propbedc 

, .be h ' , ' · , - · G B Th , • d splntual e1<perience ,-known ,u revelation , ness never ing ts • strong pomr, ty 1n roup . , . ey are -,t:1a~t an h 'free f~m all the pltfalls that !,aer the-
'wliat was it ~h;!t leric . fo_rce "tO_tlie • parcel - of the Hindu community path of a·common my•tic. ff'lt 90memto: 
"t,e.aaul!'demand which an irl:!partial , which has got ~n •• upper-hand J!?~l .. tar above i.nd be,ond '1he cloud-, ' ttp)DS 

,,._· and keenssjgh~eif,, _tea,111 )1~,.? .,, ;he on, ~pe , whole. -1_n, :,t.~e ,._,~IJ-Ind1~ ofdoubt and suspicion. Id, ~compelling 
, Cabillet-Mi"~sion·.could,riot _put - feel sohirion ' as i:halkeJ oilf • by ·che In corivfcoon •• ·any . oelue-perc,:ptioo . In , 
, :-and :ackrii>w.ledge>'. , :, _ ·: : f:,,,, . ' -_- 1Cabiner Mi~sion. , , • • , • che 111Rtcrial • 0 _rld. ,- , ' ,- -:: -- , , 
• , : I(h~baji ; doe:s nq~ '1!6th~'' nitich • : The very'. pr~poial that tbe Si:~hs , _ ~~ Un' 

abou(fad:s: ~bollfrjgb_t: arid: : ~rong, :ba·ve_ adva.n~ed. prepo'stj!rous as it i$, _ , 
a_bout, re1a'so~. ,iand : un.rdson / ' ~e<. on ' th~ fa~ ; ofit. clinches t_i1e iss~ ~~phy~ ~~~- ~bo come in _i~ 
muat ,have; ~IS ,way, , -Hi <;!~-~ !lOt ,, onc,e, • for all" that _ the S1~hs and '. comment. F<1r- !I time , the, fllld"!ate 

; ~ :~ii '. see ' tba( ::c:h~- '. fy1:_usli&: c:,ase ' 1imdus, 11r~; ~~e ~y-~1'\ti<:: :f'.~ey , Pandit~'• ~nd: l;,41, h( tdl, u;i; - "I have _ 
.'. minds on -hard fatts, .. that ' n1s,own • want a red1,tnb!,.mon of, the ~unJab never felr~r ease there ,Jan~ e.:a~ f.!°°' , _. 

:;_;\hue and cry is all fak~, f ,: 'i' , "· in' subh awaf ~Ho gt~e a rept_e~en~ tlieiJ~1.,t!!b :u:secu.: ~ '::'',JI ·!:;°'•~- : ,_ 
• :_'' ·, ,;.·f W~t ;b the bi,1&ic -~act ~I ~li:e ', at:tj.on_c;,f 60~J¥f~nt: _to the _H\,ndus . :_~.,res!.;1_n' thia'"'i;irlil, ·ih~tbiii'life/ ~ ; , 

·Mualim demand L ,/the , bas1c:,,Jacr - -~nd_:Sil!bs , combmed-. as -a11a-1rst _40 , ln- aame, ·o~ '!'~~cl or 1~-' :futuni life; .~­
-,'-.,bida'-a'$$?1 wtio / rµrll ,'.. ~Y :~ 'is·, per ~nt.-qf M~~' To say noth:- ,, W~ner t~ia ~ :ii dii_,:c -• a; eoal _:, 
1dli,t Hiodus and ' M~Hms< ar~ .. ~&i , • i~; of this ~b, w~y ~ d,oinl,! th\~lls (!r' ~b~~-~ is ~ -:ilf~ ~'tb:or: ·- :: • 

,,..-_.ce, ,, ·diatinct; ,( 'aven_ · nosule: •in :~ucili•.l ~ioney of $a ()ff _- -:.;~~~:;'~ ,d'q~~-' : 
peopk •A# 1:1~,··l;_Anon, of d~mp:- , __ cl!Jlt,~ 1_a .IDiJl4>~ty of - :11) ~rc,e!t, ,· !-~o 11,e~. , ; , •, : \, ' , , , , 
'Q'aC'l' '1'~'f~~ --,the -yoJ¥ ,pf a,• ~ -P._Ollltthat.~ ~ ~etY:;; ~~- ; 0 '.fhar P111idlc -, Ja~al~111lal': iboulcl '.be- :·;, 

-~ ~~;}OntY on & M\18- , tooi-'out of -tMu ~ as that, til~Y, 1. tn-,ied In chia wod.i ~ .all . vier, ,:.~ • 

-~ :; :J;W1?:,·~t1~~ ~ve ·.~~~, ~~~own:~~1~.11_.p~ ~eip-,, _ ~jrui~~-Ueeac!-_~ · 

,. •. ·. ·~·_)tt_ ')'. :;i~ ' • • ,: : i,, ,- ', I ••• , ., : c i, • . , , , : '..-.'°_::': : 
,_, 
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: ~ -t.hl1 ;o~d. · i-A~~lna i 10 fe~. • tnls 
• world It the til111111 :where . we 10w· and 
• crow the Cl'QD of the tlfe heteefoir. A man 
: who lead, a bltnd. life in 'this world, we 

iare i:auahr, shall he ·.- blind In ; the • life :to 
come. the .01atet1,I our of which ltfe 
a£ter dearh,i, WO<>en, la ,• foahtoned ' in thl1 
very' worJd, oµt of our d ,llv deed11, a:rear pr 
small, 1een or u~n. Upon thia ma_rer.lal 
shall .dep,;nd whether in the world to 
come .,;,e shall have a 11000,ind. happy, ll(e 
or otherwi.e: ln ;!:oncenrraitnR t1t101!. the 
life nf. .ihlt world, rh~refore, f-ndlt 

. Jawaharlal i,JqJ6llln11 the •~iential putpooe: 
• , of nue ~Italon-,-piovtded of cQur•e.' that 

con·:entration 'b f1!<"1lnt to mali:e this life· 
better and nobleti If we rake.careot rhta· 
Jifi,', the neicr life w.ill tali:e care . of. ltsel• .' 
So fat ·Jawa~atlal is on sound llt'OUnd; ·1-11, 
attitude is tnaccord ,with truereltgtorl. Bot 
he . losea sight of i;he orher side of the 
picture when he saya he does not see any 
.need for farth tn ! ,another ,vdrld . alter 
death, ·, The ohitosophv that this• world Is 
• all' 'in · all put& premium on iielf--k!ng, 
. jJrec,d; lust, reprl'llllon and · exploitation of 
fellow-men .' This la exacrlv what la at tbe 

, bottom of the decay and dlsinte11Nt!Qn 
of the Wearern [llaterioli&tia civilization, 

. whete, than1's to rhis verv philosophy of 
• Jife, the rule is : Everybody for hlmseli 

• and the devil take the hindmost. Religion 
which lhculcates faith in continuity of 
life afrer death and for the matter of that - :a serue til pe,rsonal reaporialbilit\>' for · all 

• d :tiat we'do in thli ,lffe Is alone o,p,i:,le -M 
.. : putting ,i braki! on t}iis dow_n'!'l'ard .•• drirt 

- 19', prese,;ir.;.Jav clvUizat!on. Fatth fn Uhi 
,'.after • ~th' it, therefore, the comet• 
atone, •Without which :· the •tructure 

:of ~ Is 'Q()Und to· collapee': a, the 

' of Ood-hf&,i, Tiu,j, It la not at~cri to man 
··· to coini;,rehend the nature of Obd. ·Buc·-
• an· certainly find out the waT9 11ccodln11 
:ro whk:lt He r'uns tht, fmachinei'v of uni­
""~· The Sl=len~st. _calls ·.chem. t,he lawll o.f 
nature. To the marl 9f religion· they are · 
known ·as. atrr!Hute1 of Ood. These atrr!• 
b.uies sre' coundeta. Bur rhe Qur~n ' 11ives. 
.us foe basic otiea upon which reyolv~ rhe 
worktil11 · of .nature, especially the w,11-
bcinirof"man:· T.heee .are, .. Cr,,ator, Suj. 
tafneriEvolver .. ,Beneficent, Merciful. All, 
contialltnli. Master: . s· Besld~ th~. • of 
coui:te. the . Quran· ·l!ive'IJ about 90 more 
whlch delineate Ood'.i person~lltv In 6ner 
shades. • •• · ·, • 

• -, · , ' ' - , , . ·•j, - ' r. ; ·. ' , · -, 

• •·~ iipiJ ita~dlt1t i:Q~f~• . ,~be , abuaii .• 
. of rellalon· b;, man with the reliaioua trut'b • 

ltealf. • ·PanditJI wtll nowhere 6rid irrpo­
denunclation of this tendency than In the 

•Qurari. Priest's who are·erudlte In . IICl'iP­
tu111I lore ~ut ari, devoid of the 11~• to-life 
which la ,the C1111Cnce of rellaton are likened 
ro asses cirry!n9 loads of book, OD their 
backs. The Jewish scribes are notorious 
fo'r reducl na rell~n • to tlRld. fotrnal!tlea • 
devoid ·of all • aplr!t . . T~e Quran ai:,eakt 

• of .them .. as . mere mjmfckinii' "ape,". Even 
rhe: dailv 's,al~1 (prayer) w:hich la ao Im• 
portent -in hlam' ls denounced. when It Is 

The wor;i .. ~~eltcv •• 'necJ not irrl• 
tare Pandtc Jawaharlal. It' 'i .. • 10 nci 'an- . 
tllr9pomorphlc sense 'thafwe .ta\k of God 
a, a penon. As human beings, with 
human litnltat.ion1, we c,nnot help t.~lkl~ . 
In, human rerms. I( we speak · of God as · 
all-seetnrt, It d~ nor mean that · He has a 
pair of eyea Hk.e ourielves, Similarly He 

, sho'rn '. of . the· si,i'nt . ·undor(vlng It.' If 
people tri their atupidlrv have mls,ed the 
rrue 1.ltl{e of rel!11ton, it ls no at"iUin.erit 
aaah~1t rellrtou• rrut h aa auch, any more 
than ablue of a scil'ntllic: • truth. ·•hould 

' lustifv. a wholesale denuncla,tlon of . 
eclence. 

19 all•he.arina, all-knowtn11 without the . 
human Ol'!lans neces,a,y for · thete func-
tion•. God, therefore, so far a,, His nature PanditJI prooceda towards hi, second 
is concerned is certainly nothm~ like a count apirut religion : 
magnified man or a mighty monarch lit• 
ting on a throne, notwlths1andin111 chi, 
kind of •.vmbc,li&m in which teliglon has 
perforce .to depict Him. The Quran Is 
en:iphatlc on this point. "There Is nouaht" 
~tu,a~ ~•that la , like .Him~. He ia . ~yorid , 

·:con\prehen11on: : Hia ways, Hl1 laiw1, · Jits 
• ··atttlbutes; of coune, we - can · know artd ' 
:that Is what w.! are reallv' foncemeit with. 

. •·if Pandltll t, really, the vomv of' the 

" Whtie • lmpreulna upon man the 
a .. e and mT9terv of the unknown that • 
surrounds hlm on all ' sides, they .have 
. discouraRed him from trying to under­
atan~. nqt,. q11lv the. unknown liut vihat 
ml11ht conie In" the wli'f,of soci,aJ dorti 
Instead 'of ·e~cou,aiibii curfoelty and 
tho.i1i~r. -~hev liave i>liac·nea '11 phtloso'. 
phy of submission to natur~; to the · 
establi19ed • ·ch·urch, ·to . the ' prev1illn1r 

• aoc1al. order ~nd to ·evervthiriil . that 1,; 
: •. Westem,clvilizatiori ' Is just Do~ ahout to 

• under . oar bwn. eyes. Mere·.erhies and 
hWDIUllsm or _80(:j'alfam can iiot: nil i:his • 

• lldenn6c method ... and 'ei:ienti6c approach . 
:to ihe question 'of 0.:,d -he ·must not .dia­
•mlfl the quest ,as 11 • vain ' puuu!t, slmpl, 
'because 'the religious contacca he, haa torni~ 
ed have given him a false. !mpte91ion. As 
a seeker afur ffllth, It ·ts :his durv to 11lvc 
a. cl~ and critical · consideration to the • 
question u approached I?, ulam:..:..,r - trulv' 
scientific Jpproa(:h~ • .It w.ill cerralnly do 

• Th~· belie/ ,1,;i if ~upernarural agtnc:y· 
which ~alns. ~verv,htn11 . hssjedcto a. 
ceruiil irretpon•lbiliiy. • on the sot:ial 
plai:>C and e notiun· ·and ,.enthnental(r:y 
have tak~ the place of relU\'>neJ di6t.iaht • 
and inq~ry. . Rcllaion, • though It has 
undoubtedly brought • comfort to .fa• 
numerab'!: 'hum,n belnp .and 1U1biUzed . 
IOCletv by Its valuea. has checked the 
tendency ro ·chanae and Pl'oare&8 In• • 

. . , • • • • • -him' good, He will· 6nd that God Ja . 
• ·· And Jet l?~n,cHtli· c~~.no~ ~hake ht~lf ' somethlne more rha.t,1 a -. mere c:onjacture, · 
en'~yirec,pf what consth:u.tei 1:he'..buk • Hla mental landscape, · '.no.., overhuna 
: urue of .~n. • He confe&le8: • • with cloud, of'' I do not ,kno.w•, will . be • he~nt,!n bulilall eopetf." . • • 1 

' . '. • • • • . ::., lit with the-s\.in-n, ci(~Uty. :.' • • • 
. ~•Often as.I -kx>lt at thll :~orld,lhave· • Ho.,. lmllg!narv all thia.a'!t!ciJ!n ·~~nds ~ 
:a sene' "of ·:·nivs~ .of/ 'µnknowa i'' · ' Rellgii,e Im~ Truth· . I wh<en' ·~ewed' ~il)lt '.the bticltal'outid ' of ;· 
,dep~The·urve .to µ,ndcntar\d'it. Ip ·so • the t1ie of .Islam which was 11n svalariche . 
·far ss - l •can,·. come• ·.tci me: to . be io • • • • • i . .· ... - of revolutionary · force --that ·awept every- '· 
tune with Its and ·, to experience it In 1111 . .: ·Undtt .rhe.headinv; '' Relta:ioni Phlroeci-, • thlii11 before It, ··ov~~wi~g the cstab-. 

" fullnail . • · .:: What the m,aterlOua la ·.1 phy and Sdcmce~. Pandit Jawaharlal ro- llshed ·m'd« root and _bninch . arui' eup-· 
. do' not know. I do not call 11·• God tum8 to this toptc al)d thl& sutve, of hi~ plantin11 It bv a new one I: The del;,ut of 
·,, -beeapMI 'Oosl . has . come to , 'inean ' rellglouamoodawlllbe Incomplete unls, ,ls&un on ·the11Creeriof ,hiatorymarka ' the 

: ·~uch that l 'do riot' believe·, In. · ·I find " we ral,;e ltuo co~slderadon the,e • a!lape . ateetnt revolt 11118lnn rn~ dftP-:rooted 
. m-,aelf inca.,iible of, i:hlnkl.ni? of. a ·t:lei_ty . . from bJS mental PICtt,tre. . " .<Qflv~d~_ns of h.µm1tn ·SCC:le.tv, ft meaaed 

' .,,, :« or.ofarw'!!)i<:no1\\lfl.,sup~ power In . , ·, -,· • . . : ! .. •. • ... : .. ... _, . man from every •.formoLmenta1bondue, · .. : 
> ·: atit~mpomot~i.; · ·term, an~ t~ fact : • : In thelie' m)mng1 •h.1_s matq: aro~apfoat , ·made him srana.~n 'hil,own:··legs:wfth fiis•:, . 

{ 0 t~J!t mal),f i,eople thi~lc 10 ia,-,conrinually ,:·~)~~ ip rh.ar)t, bjoc~t .the'. wa,v. t.o. pr~ . he,ad en,ct, look 'l•tur~ In · tlM, face and not'·.'· •• 
•• • . a ,.11()\ltce it . rur.~riae •W, ·rpe. 1, A,nv idea ;. IT~i. to •clJ~.se,: .. to f~~ µnfettered on"'.W··: 'only u1_1~~anif _bui: a~ .a'ubJupce''itii hid-{~ ,:i 

• ,:,•: • .o_f:~.,pen!';'naJ..Ood :~ Vf:1'V 9d.4 t9· .marc:h--:to· revolution. > This' -, ts done' ,in den.fo.n:as; ;; ·:if hruiR:-Jawatharlal.ehouliH ' 
, a;ie, ,, ; ( .,: i ., :_. . • two ~ he tell_ u~bv t~e petrification chooee to ahut aves. aaainst" this, bf, will 
, .•,';c, , .. , .. - - :. •,; , . • of wll8fous truth mro ,a iet of cloamaa and ', Bh(u~ cya_ •18l11it . the , ·hard 1fw of 
To this '1/fC may only_.;,,: ' ~hat ill in a bv'reUatioe on the aupematural which, -in :i,_lsu>ry.· ano-hie clafm fo-~mdfic llltitud.i: 

MII\8 Z . Wheth'er 'Panc;litji '.:alle 1t God , or ,. the.same ~rtion, ~nervates our. irill• .. of .. m~ ~IU not;be .wordj,:fuuch.',. •Almo« ' 
.· .. by any pt~r _1_1ame, 98f, Ultimate Reality ta-actlotl, lctl"111J all push, go and drift tn every P8P, oft~ Quran: 1.1 an e:thorratioll • 
.. , .. ,:or ·rpe: Unaeen ~penne Al!,comro1lil1a ·us which .are t~ secm•of,all progne,i. ,Saya 7 t0 man to open • hia ,, eveii to·. the beauty; ' 
• '·. Power; The Creadve Energy-or, an, othd lws • :. • ,: · ' the amndaur -~ ~he '.majesty •ot 'netuQ ·; ,, ; . 

, ideni!Jic ttmi', that be n:iav chooee. the' , . . . . <- . -- : • around . hlni . an4 · ponder over the nme~ • . 
, co_nsd~~• i!l che deprha ' of his mind :, .; " li.elfalons ha~e helped greatly fn ~he .J'o 18T ~ploa of rubmiuion1to an "a- ·_. , 

' ' -d• there h • mJKbr, iq~ l!OJl!e, • - ~t of hlUlliµmy, , They ' have tablWiod • 'dnm:h .. ,' In ; Ialatn there JG no I 

. • , , thlnf pemi4ln1 - die· wlltl\e: , llbtvme Is . Jalli .drin'. ntu.e and •~ . and : ~ :,, :: It. hG. .abcillebed Pflo8t.,c1'111{!i , ·._. 
·: ~arellel1>111turao, WherltpfoJ'll)!ld. . 1-:e P0h>,t.d out · ~ fot die ~1tockllDCJbaml." 1
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more. Not only on its lef.ls, it IH already 
-Oil the mnrch. 1H not the Paklstun strug­
!lle of the Indian Musulmans who till the 
other d .,y were a mere 5cottered rubble, 
without u vision of their destiny or a will 
to uchieve It-is not thl• dramn cnncted 
under Panditil'• own eyes and within a 
couple of yeurs, evidence enough that 
mighty revolurlonnry forceH still lie dor• 
mant within the bosom of Islam und only 
.awult the rit:ht touch to be releoHed tmd 
chanf.le the entire focc uf thinll• 1 And, 
by the wuy, is it not rnther stranue that 
this f.lreut apostle of revolution ns l'andit 
Jaw nharlal a,pires to be, should look aska­
nce ut this wonderful drama of Pakistan 
unfold itself and thut he should stnnd for 
the established soclul order of u united 
India ? 

Don't Rely on God 

One point more and we shall have done 
with this brief review of Pandit Juwahur­
lal's changing relii:iou• moods. While 
w·I nding up, after comparing the relative 
good and bad pointo, both of religion und 
science, Pandi1ji would have the rising 
generation to ,look up to science rather 
than religion for its deliverance and 
.advancement. He says : 

" Even if God did not exist, it would 
be necessary to Invent Him-so Voltalr 
said. Perhaps th at is true and indeed 
the mind of man has always been trying 
to fashion some such mental image or 
-conception which grew with the mind's 
growth. But there is something al,o in 
the reverse proposition : even if God 
exists, it may be desirable not to look up 
to Him or rely upon Him. Too much 
dependence on supernatural factors may 
lead, and has often led, to a loss of 
self-reliance in man, to a blunting of his 
capacity and creative ability ••• • .• 

" It is with the temper and apptoach 
of science, allied ro philosophy and with 
reverence for all that lies beyond that 
we must face life." 

Obviously Pandit Jawaharlal cannot 
reconcile faith in God with a life of action, 
a life of struggle and progress. Faith in 
God to him means cessation of action. 
No view of true religion could be more 
mistaken. A religion which dulls the 
edge of action, of creative energy ls the 
kind of false religion with which Panditji 
hos been all along obssessed. Faith lends 
a fillip . to man's creative faculties, a spur 
to a life of restless activity. While faith 
goads us on to struggle, faith alone can 
sustain us in the difficulties that beset all 
great adventures of man, It is his faith 
in India's great future th<1t has made 
Pandit Jawaharlal the force that he is. It 
is his faith in Pakistan that has enabled 
the Qaid-i-Azam work the miracle of 
Paki•tan. Faith in God, truly understood, 
is the mightiest possible force-mightier 
than the atom energy of the scientist. 
It is this beneficent force that the world 
needs to heal the many wounds rhat 
science hus inflicted and yet threatens to 
Inflict on humunity. The future of 
humanity Iles in religlon-relig1on, not in 
the sense of negation of action and of 
scientific advance but as an ally of, a spur 
to and a corrective to · the achievements 
of science, 

THE UGHT 

Late Mr. F. It Khan Durrani 
It is with profound ~orrow thnt we 

record the 1111rxpectcd dent!, of Mr. F. K. 
Khnn Durra11i, the well-known wri1er und 
jou1 no list. 

Mr. Durrani Jisplayed unusual literary 
gifts nnd weilded a powe,ful pen while 
yet II sruuc11t of the Luhorc lslamia College, 
With l11psc of years his writin!lS Arew in 
forrc und lucidity till he became one of 
the few briliant writers of India who 
could be co unted on fingers. For clear­
headedness and fearlessness of conviction, 
Mr. Uurruni hnd ·1ew equals. 

Mr, Durnnnl stutted his cnreer as a 
missionary of !slum in America. After 
worklnJ.! at Chicago for a number of years, 
the scene of his missionary labours shifted 
to Berlin w11ere also he spent a number 
of years nnd acquired mnstery of the Ger­
man language. His contact with German 
thought and genius seems to hove left a 
mark on hi, min.:i, as was evident from 
the· criticnl und dauntless trend of his 
writings of that period. 

Since 1he rise of the Pakistan Movement 
Mr. Dumtni threw himself heart and soul 
into the struggle. His book, The Mear,­
ing of Pak1Jtan fs perhaps the best exposf· 
tion of the Muslim ideal of Pakistan. He 
was u great admirer ot the Qaid-i-Azam 
and his sound leadership. 

The death of a clear-headed writer like 
Mr. Durrani at this critical hour in the 
destiny of Muslim India is undoubtedly a 
great national loss. There is another a,pect 
uf it which makes his death something of 
a nadonal tragedy. He gave his all to his 
people, the great Muslim nalion. But 
what he got in return for this was so 
shabby that he could not even keep body 
and soul together. His deatl, was precipi­
tated by the heavy financial worries which 
always weighed on his mind . It is the 
saddest commentary on the rank ingrati­
tude among Muslims towards worker in 
the cause of the Millat . 

Mr. Durrani leaves behind a boy and a 
girl, both grown up, by hh English wife 
who also passed away a short time ago. 
Our aeepest sympathies go out t0 the 
bereaved tamil1·, May God r.rant peace 
to his restles. soul. 

tivntion of personality ; regula1 ion of the 
family ; the governing or the state ; and 
the equalization of the whole world. 

Confucius attached great importance to 
educationnl and inteilect,tal culture and 
thought; social duty was the quintessence 
of ethics. The moral ideal of Contucian­
ism is the harmonious· development oi 
t11e human personality . According to 
Confucianism the cardinal virtues are 
Wisdom, Humaneness, Courage, Right• 
ousnes,, Propriety, and Faimtulness. 

According to Coniucianism, society 
was divided into five relations : ruler and 
subject, father and son, husband and wife, 
elder brother anci younger brother, friend 
and friend. The fundamental theory 
underlying these relations was that of 
Reciprocity, 

lt was explained : "Between father and 
son there should be affection·; between 
sovereign und minister, righteousness ; be• 
tween husband and wile, attention to 
th.eir separate functions ; between elder 
brother and younger brother, a proper 
order ; and between friend and triend, 
fidelity." -Essence of Religions, 

June 24, 19~ 

CONFUCIANISM 
Confucianl,m has the largest following 

nmunf.l the three religions prevailinJ.! in 
Ch inn . It has over 2 \0 million adherents. 

The Confucian Religion wus founded 
by Confucius, who lived from ~5 l-479 
13. C. He was a great Chinese Muster, 
whose teachings have deeply influenced 
the people of Chinn, Koren and )upon for 
many centuries. He wns left u poor 
orphnn nt an cttrly nge nnd ucquiicd u 
libernl cd ucntion by Mtrenuous endeavour. 
He said : "Ar fifteen, my mind wus bent 
011 learning.'' He wns o well educated 
prophet, n rure phenomenon indeed . He 
studied history and poetry and could sing· 
and play the lute. He wandered 
through the warring feudal kingdoms of 
Chinn as n poor preacher nnd taught 
more than three thousand disciples. He 
also accepted the office of the M inister of 
Justic 1/f the 6tate of Lu, and proved to 
be an ideal administrator during three 
yenrs. H., pruc1ically abolished crime In 
the state. He edited the ancient litera· 
tore of China und also wrote a historical 
treatise. He was m11rried and hud a son 
and two d aughters, He Is revered • by 
millions in Eastern A,ia as a wise Teacher, 
His life teaches us a lesson of the highesc 
idealism, self-sactifice, freedom from 
avarice, simplicity of life, earnest self• 
culture, active altruism and unfaltering 
faith in the triumph of Good. 

Confucianism hns taught the existence 
of a Supreme Ruler (Ti/ and also divine 
supervision over the world I y Heaven 
( I ien ). Worship of the Supreme Ruler 
continued until it was abolished by the 
Republican Government in 1915. 

In the sixth century before the birth of 
Christ the condition of China was very 
degraded. Many nations were quarrelling 
with each other. During this period 
Confucius wrote his great classic,"The 
Spring and Autumn," dealing with in­
ternational problems, codifying interna­
tional laws, and promoting permanenc 
international peace. The following prin­
ciples given in this book are most suitable 
as a foundation for lasting peace :-

( 1) Heaven is the lord of the universe 
and loves all creatures. • 

(l) Universal love of mankind, irrcs· 
pective of racial differences. 

(3) The distinction between the civiliz­
ed countries and barbnrian states is not on 
the basis of racial differences, nor of 
geographical situations, but on tb.e basis of 
possessing propriety and justice. 

(4) Reciprocity is the fundamenral 
principle for international relation. That 
is: "What you do .not want done to 
yourself, do not do to others". 

(5) Truthfulness is the real binding 
force of international relations. Without 
truthfulness the world will go asunder. 

(6J War cannot be jusritied, because all 
nations standing on an equal footing have 
no right to make war against each other. 

(71 fhere are -divisions of territories 
but not of people, as all people belong t.; 
one family, 

(BJ The whole world is a great unity. 
disregarding national strength and geo• 
graphical advantages of location. 

Another great classic written by. Con­
fucius, known as "The Great Learning," 
includes chapters : investigation of things; 
the extension of knowledge ; sincerity of 
thought ; composing of the mind ; cul-
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