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Holy Quran - the In-comparable, 
Unequalle,d Word of God 

The Superhuman Character of Words and 
\l/ orks of God 

By HAZRAT MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD 
Founder of Abmadiyyab Movement in Islam 

"Vhen it has been firmly esta• 
b'isheci that all things created 

by God are unequalled in their 
excellence, and, conversely, 
things which have no parallel 
are essentially of super-natural 
source, the puerile proposition, 
whic.h asserts that it js • not 

•' 

n,(r,Cessary that the· ·Word of God 
• ,· I· . 

shquld • be unique or that its 
b,eing ·unequalled does not neces-

sarily prove that it ,is from the 
Almighty, becomes baseless. 

However, it is a~leged that 
there exist in the universe many 
a word of man, the like of which 
has not so far been produced, 
and yet·. these. have not been 
accepted as divine word. T_his 
erroneous con~eption bas arisen· 
from want of thought, and, deli• 
beration ; • otherwise, of human 
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word, howsoever precious it 
may be, it ea~ never be claimed 
justly that it is beyond the power 
and possibility, of human mind, 

and that the auth~r of it has 
done a deed which may well b~ 

, , I 

called God-like. A. man can dQ 
what another man • has .don~. 
When a word is called the. word' 
of man, the conclu_~ion that it 
is, therefore, not beyond - the 
power of another person,,, is in­
disputable. ' and the1 'pqssibility, 
or its· being,unparalleled is ,also 
precluded . 
. There has never been a man 

who ever claimed that his words 
and deeds can be compared 

, ' , 

with those of tbQ Divine Being. 
And, if there had been such an ,, 

impudent person with such an 
arrogant claim, many would have 
challenged him. It should be 
known that it is exclusively the 
privilege • and glory of .God to 
have challenged an the nations 
of the world to produce, if. they 
could, word, like unto H~s Word11 
and to. , h,ave roused them·· to 
summon all their 1:esources for 
this contest. And when hundreds 
of reputed poets have)aid down 

their lives 'without; being ablr, 
to produce ~ven on~ smail chap: 
ter like that 'of the • Qura'n, it 

will indeed be tbe limit of ignor­
ance to· call their writings as 

, , ' 
uusurpassable, and to· associate 
· them with the Al,nighty in this 
attribute of. His. l'he Quran 

•• says that "if· yot1; are in doubt 
as to that which We have ,re .. 
vealed to Our servant, then 
produce a.· chapter like it and 
call on your help~rs b~,sides· 
Allah . if you are truthful. But 
if you do (it) not - 'and you 
can never do .(h) - theri be on 
your guard against the ·fire whose 

' , , 

fuel is men and stones ·; it is 
prepared· for the. disbelievers.'' 
And again the· challenge·is thr­
own that "if men and ··jinn 

should combine together t~ bring 
.the like of • it, though· some 
of them were aiders of 'others. 
And certai~·1y We have :made 

• . ' ' ~ . 

cl.car fo,; men , in this Quran 
every kin<;! of de~cription, but 
most men consent_ to naught·save 
denying.~' .. 

It is thus clear that the. idis..; 
• ' < ·, " 

tinctive ·quality of_being unpara•· 
(Continued on page 24) ·.· . • 
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IMMORTAL PRINCIPLES AND 

MORTAL. PERSONALITIES 

The source of ~ll goodness, great• 

ness, g~ory and grandeur is tbe Divine­
Being. Man having been· created in His 
image ~nd. having been breathed with 
His spirjt, partially partakes of these 
essential attributes, to a more. or less 

extent, according to bis capabilities and 

'. his efforts. The Divine-Being as well as 
His attributes are the ever-living prin-

• ciples. They have the ever-abiding 

values, are ever·green and eve1-fresh. . ' 

Only thes~. attributes are • immortal; 
Every thing besides is ephemeral, traos• 

itory, unreal. and ~ass.ing. fhe imrnu: 

~~ble }a~ of ch~nge and mortality i~ 
~Ver-operating upon one and all except 

the Lord of creation and His eternal 
' ' ' ,; . . ' 

attributes. "Every one on· it is subject 
te> ch:inge. The Presenc~ of thy Lor4, • the 

Qlorious and Worthy,_ only abides", as 
• ' • ., .. t ' 

th,e,;,H,ply Quran b~s put it. 

,,Man as His Vicegerent manifests i!1 
h-is"'Jife. to a, limited exterH~ ~oµie of 

His livi11.,gr, q1;1~lities. prqP,~
1
~ts and Saints 

reflect in th~i~ l.i.ves some of the·. J;),ivio~­
attribute~,,: ,,?. a m~~e .. or Jess extenJ;... But 

the~r bodi~s ar~ mor~al, i~ .. accordanc~ 
with the general law and therefore . 
subject to .ch,nge • ~nd death. What re-· 
mains after them are iheir go=>d-works. • 

·:.· ··,;;j, • ' ' • ' 

In the words of the ~pJy.,Quran :· 

"Wealth and p,hildr~n are an adorn­

ment of this world's .,life, . but the ever-
.... ,Wlr.-l!.~, f, 

abiding .ar~ tb~,,i809~;:?:~~icls which are 
better with . Jt}ly .. Lor,d, .and better in 

hope/'·(l S, :,,46). 

Bv far the greatest tragedy with the 

holy ·rounders of faiths has been that 

their followers come, s~oner or later, to, 

wor:;bip their bodies~ Instead of imbi­
bing the great, virtuous deeds of 

the founde
1

rs, they b~gin to •• attach 

abiding value• to their bodies. Perso­

nalities. rather than principles became 
the pivot of the follower's attraction 

~nd aff ectlon. Personalities take the 

ptac.e of the principles for which stood 

the Founders tbemselves and invited 
others \o I mo'ulii lheir lives. Various 

forms of rites and rituals come to take 
the place of development of the Divine-
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traits reflected in the lives or the foun­
ders. Personalities are even given irn­
mortal qualities. of the Divine-Being. The 
mortal man is invested with the immor• 

, tal physical traits, thus raising him t~ ttae 
status of the Immortal Himself; ma·ke-
·ing no distinction between the Ctea• 
tor and His creation. 'Those whose ex .. 
press rf!!lle was· to establish worshippiog 

of the Lord are themselves made the ceo· 
. tre of worship, love and service i,nstead. 
While personalities are mortal, the prin­
ciples of cosmopoli~an and humanita-
rian values, are immortal. They ha,·e 
always been the same and would ever 
remain the same. Hence the· eternal 
principles advanced by every Divine-faith 
have been similar, being unchange­
able so fong a,s huma11 nature remains . ,, 

unchanged. It is for this reason that the 

teachings of the Holy Qui;an comprising 
comprehensively all the previous teach­

ings in any faith beacon peoples of 
all faiths to unite on the common prin• 

ciple' of Unity or alternatively to make ·. ' 

a common cause, upon the virtuous 
.actions. Says the Holy Quran ; • "Say, 
,0, people ,of the B.>ok, co.n.~ , to an . 
equitable principle which' is· common 
bc~ween us and you, that we worship 
none besides Allah, associate • none 

witli Him ·and that we take not one 
another besides , Allah, as our Lords!' 
(3 : 63). , 
An

1

d again : • 

"Say do you dispute with us about 

AUah, whereas. He • is our Lord as welt 
' ' 

as your Lord, and for us (is t.he reward or~ 
our actions and for you that of your 

, . / , 

deeds. We are sincere to Him atone,.. . ' _,,,, ' .. 

(2 : 139)~ 
Speaking of good·deeds • as the pivot 

of unity, the Holy Quran says : • 
"Every person bas ~ goal, towards 

which he turns, so vie with one another 
in .surpassing in ·good-deeds ; whereever 

you • may be, Allah will bring you all 

together." (2,: 148). 
Submission before the one Lord and 

an inter.relationship on • the basis of 
good-deed$ are the two cardinal pillars 
of a true faith and if followed in their· 
true spirit and to their logjcal. coo•, 
slusion, are bound to result ib ·creating 
a cosmopolitan community. Howeyer, 
it is seldom 'that mankind makes a 

common cause upon these common and 

basic principles ; as Jesus expressed, bis 

wish : "Tlly • will be done, flly kingdom 

come on earth as it is in.: heaven". 
It is not • often that the great hum.in• 
itariao principles. of justice, truth and 
equ11ity are act~d upo.n. • It is only 
seldom that • the arising·• of a· gr.cat 
personality manife$ts, in his life these 
grand- principles .. His :·personality and 
the humanitarian principles t>.:com~, one 

and the same, ideolifioat;o11 • of the two. 
becoming· complete. The man of.God 

' • I _. 

becomes the. very living embodiment 

of these principles and the two become 
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merged into one and the sa!fte, 
~:1s illustrate this point from the eurn­

ple of the Holy Prophet and bis illustrio• 

us companions. When the HotY Prophet 

of Islam first c•aimed bis grand mi;iion 

of reformation of hu:nanity, Abu Bakr 

was the first person to . believe in his 

truthfulness. Asked the reason for bis 

believing, Abu Bakr replied witltout 
the least hesitation : "His v~ry face: 
i:; a sure evidence of the Holy Pr.Jpitet's 

truthfulness". Truth and the H Jly 
Prophet's personality were one and tile 
same thing. Abu Bakr needed no other 
proof, no other sign or mi rack. r nd 

two had become identical with each 
' • 

ether. 
When the Holy Prophet related 

his. first prophetic-:x:perience to his wife 
Kbadija, she at once allayed bis fears 

for the future· with the words, "Nay, 

by Allah, fie would never forsake tllee, 
• for thou safeguardest' the . blood-tiei, 
givest succour to the weak and the 

poor". With these words tbe Holy 
Prophet was consoled by_'one close:it 

to him. Khadija meant as if to say that as 

the· Holy· Prophet an_d the. cause of 
sunken. humanity wer!= identical, tile 
Lord would never forsake ltls_ personality 

because tha.t would mean_ the abando­

ning the caus" of human deliveunce. 
. 'I 

Ali then il young man. and a cousin 

hearing of the claim, implicitly came: 

to • believe in the, truthfulness of the 

Holy Proph~t so much , so., thac later 

on during the· darke,t hour of his trial 
of flight, Ali cheel'.ful ly accepted to lie 
upon the Holy Prophet's bed to become 
the victim of the fury of the' assahao's 

sword. Zaid was another early Ci>DVert 

to bear witness to the truth of the 

Holy Prophet's high • claim. Thus these 

four , earliest of .witnesses, old and 

young, men and wo;nen. of t_he closest 

family relation as well as those remotest 

in kinship. came __ to have an implicit 

belief r.n the truthfulness. of the Holy 
Prophet's mission, through. the very 
truthfulness of his personality. None 

of them required a miracle. none needed 

a super-natural sign. They were all 
convinced of the sublimation of both . . . 
the principles of truth and service in 
the Holy Prophet's personality, indicat. 

ing the eternal Divine~law that high 

principles find. their outward manifesta­

tion • when they ·are expr~ssed in the 

life of a high person. • The c.>nvictio11 
infused through a personality's actioni 
.f;i'nd no parallel. No other evidence 
could • produce • su~h • ~ fo~ccful convic-

tion, . neither reasoning, argument or 
any supernatural sign, The miracle 

of the holy personality's character and 
, I • 1 

conduct is the greatest and the most 

forceful of all the mi;acles. A ~rov~rb. 
expresses the same truth in. the followLig 
words, " The iight of : truthfulness of 

Divine-origin shiQes. upon the very face 
of a Prophet'i personaHty. ". 

But as we h.ive said, truthful priaci .. 
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ples are ever-present, and ever-e,c­
istent realities while personalities are 
mortal and short-lived. A q :stinction 

·ha~ to be made between the two .. H 
is. th~ great principl~ of Islamic Tau~eed 
which 'makes this distinction. Men ~re 
mortal however high or lofty thef may 
be while the ever-living principles em­
anate from the Ever-living-Being who 
never fades or faces death. This highest 
principle of Tauheed was distinguish~d by 
no~e other more clearly· than by Abµ 
Bakr. When the Holy PropJiet breathe~ 
his,' last, almost a!I his comp1nions 
received • an unbearable shock. Some 
of .t.hem were not ready even to believe in 
the truthfulness of the news. Abu Bakr 
having arrived from outside Medina first 
went into the Holy Pr..Jpbet's h~qse. 
Hav.~ng ascertained the truth o(m tq~ 
Holy Prophet's death, he came out to 
deliver bis first public sermon thus :-

"0 yea:'Muslims I Whoever worship­
ped Muhammad then be sure, the 'Holy 
Prophet : has truly died. But whoever 

. worshirs the Lord, then He Is ill~ ever­
livmg Bemg .never lo die". Abq. Ba~~ 
then recited the verse of the ~~~~ 
Quran: 
C:,UI J .. )I AL:f .:, .. ._.i... .U JJ .. .J ':il_-.'f l .. J 

'. ~U..I J- it~JI J:i JI ..:;,l.. 
0 Mobammad- is but only a mortal 

messenger. Me~sengers before him 'bave 
all passed a":ay. if then be also passes 
a!i•Y~ ~r 'be killed WQUld you rel!nquisq 
your fahbt' to turn oack upon your 
·ncels"'? (3''t· 1~3) 

It • • is related that the reci.,tation of. 
the above verse by . Abu B~kr set all 
doub.ts at complete rest "Muhammad 
tne Holy, :f[9R~~tno doubt bas died aa 

an prophets bef~r(! h!m ~ad died. 0 Not 
one amongst the companions rose JW­
to controvert Abu Bak't1 : by saying t'mlt 
messengers }jefore the Holy Prophet such 
as Jesus were living, bow could then the 
greatest of them (th"~/IolrProphet) die? 

The acceptance o( ,fill the Holy Pro• 
phet's comp~nions of Abu Bakr's inter· 
pretiti~n of the QJrin'i<lverse, is a proof ' 
positive that: nor··one, ··among them qe­
lieved in the phy.sical hfo of Jesus ia 
heaven or any other ,prophet. Other­
wise how co11ld they remain silent to 
the reasoning I ~dvanc~d b,Y Abu .Balq: 
from the Holy Quran. No one loveq 
the persooaH,ty ~f t,t1e Holy Prophet 
more than Abu Bakr and yet h '! was 
the first to • submit to the verdict of tlle 
Holy Quran. Th~ir love and attachment 
to the Holy • Prophet's personality was 
subordinate to the Divme-J~w of death 
:·,9f mortal beings, ~ven though they be 
,,messengers. ~motions and cherish~ 
thinking were ma.de to submit lo 
Divine-dictates and law. It is noteworthy 
that . the argument a~.vanced by. the 
Hoiy, Quran is that as all pr.:v1oui 
messengers, have been subject tQ the 
Divine-Jaw of death, so fhe same la'¥ 
~s appli~able to the Ho,iy Prophet •s 
personality. The denial of Jes~s• deatll 
or any.other prophet tbere'fore amounts to 
admitting a fallacy in the Qur'anic reaso.:. 
ning. Or it would then signify that Jesus 
was1more than a morcal being. How tragic 
an.d painful is, th~ fact .. that while Cnras-
. t ians adv,l\nce. Jesus' • supposed pby~ic,~ 
hf e as an argument for bis personality 
being more than a m<>ttal, some of the 
Muslims should also .join .bands with 
them l (To be Continued) -A. B. 
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A R ROG A· N C· E 
By PROF. M. HABIB-UR-RAHMAN, M.A., Model Town, LAHORB 

Luciferian tricks 

When S1tan brought to completion 

his .luciferian tr.icks desig,ned to outwit 

men, he was up to in-fluJnce the pious 

men and religious leaders of the day. 

Though kept at bay he, somehow or 

other, create·d a high opinion of their 

personal •• q•1alities, attainments and 

knowledge in them. Lucifer declares 

in _no ambiguous terms that he and 

his cliques h1ve sown seeds of dissensi­

on a111ong' the Muslims and. tbe N.1n­

Muslims alike. Just C()nsider, the whites 

and blacks ate at daggers drawn b; 

bis successful stratagems. He talks boas:­

fully that be wo.uld swagger the pious 

·men into a dread of his pow:r and 

ma~e them arrogant. In Afghanistan 
the Devil has set in motion the nefar-

ious offensive campaign of Daba tu/-

• Ar.z, who are freely killing a.nd subju5at-· 

ing the patriotic Af~h~c mujahedins. 

Types of arrogance 

Arrogance aia;is at undue claims. to 

dignity, auth,ority, wealth, scholar3hip 

an_d artistic skill. There • is no denying 
the fact th~t we have unfortunately 
developed imperialistie • habits in our 

dealings with the common man. We see 

them, we meet them, but i\11 the time 

we inwardly believe that they ,ar~ bound 

• to do obeisance to· us. We never pau,e 
, I 

to think that, . as human beings, we 

should have no hesitation in greeting 

them first,. before the poor pay their 

respects to us. But we,. out of our 

superiorhy and arrogande, shall seldom 

condescend to salaam those less favoured 
by fortune. We feel a sense of elation 

in saluting the far-,f1rn.:d person~. wilo 

are rich or 9ccupy higher status. 

We enter into a room where comm >n . 
. ' • . .' . . ' 

men ·are sitting. W .! shall h.ardly gr.eel 

them~ but· autom~tic1Uy. feel. that it is 
; ' 

their duty to stand and silute us fir.:;t. 

We pass by ordinary pe?pl: 'th'.>ugh 

they are virtuous and are , gifted.:, with 
kno Nledge an_d ski'll~. yet we' do-~ .not 

feel inclined to pay the,rn compHrne_nts­

arrogance pure and simple. 

We are invited to· a party out of 

mere love and veneration~ Since tlte in-
• I 

vitation does. not eo:ne froai a wealthy 

man or from high ofli::ial,'. we;,,treat 
it indifferently• and fail to, aUend tb~ 

party, nothing short ofarr.1g3:n~e. 

On an invitation we arrive at the 

inviter's residence. After. the fi.anction 
' . . 

tea or ( meals .are· .servl!d. lf t~e invited • 

person abs~ains fro:n tea or meals,_ he 
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is guilty of self-conceit and improper b.:• 
haviour. • 

Somebody comes to give or seek 

information. We are engaged in con­
versation with influential p~rsons. If 

we do not attend to the man because 
:he is,_ lower in dignity, we are, to all 
intents and purposes, arrogant. lf we 
treat one with distance of manners or 

neglect him altogether, we are marked 

by an air of disdain. 

If we do not greet persons with 

open arms, on the other hand, the 

expression of our face is rigid, we are 
naturally affected by arrogance. We are 
lying. A guest is allowed to enter in. 
' If. we do not, receive him by gettiog 
up or. are unmoved, we set much value 
upon our position, ranks, attainments 

or possessions .. That we fail to treat a 

person who out of aff .ction c1lls on 
us, indicates our .pride or arrogance. 

It is not befitting an orator, or an 

author, or a poet, to plume himself 
and expect from others cordial welcome 
all the time. 

Arrogance explained 

Arrogance is a cancer, a malignant 

growth .which eats up the jovial mood 

of a man. It exerts a baneful influence 

on map's morals and through his in­

advertence, develops in him disaffection 

and apathy. Such a man cannot court 
the favour of the people, nor he can 

organise communities and bring together 

men of conflicting opinions. A few­

may admire him due to his great 

qualities, but he is not generally know11 

and liked by the populace. 
Arrogance is a _fruit of the Tree of 

Evil. Satan instigates men to taste 

this fruit. The" s~preme abettor of evil 
takes immense. delight in • i_nducio.g 

people to pery9rsion and vituperation. • 

Highly educa.ted and cultured,° z~alously 
devoted to amass wealth, warmly glow­

ing with health and beauty, . cleverly 
skilled in arts and. craft;-t~ese c~te• • 

gories of people fall 'an easy prey to 
arrogance. And Satan from bis Olympian 

Heights dances and cuts c,apers and 
indulges •in debaucheries to .fJTOVe that 
be has won a signal victory over the for-· 

ces of moral and spiritual tendencies. 

Our traditions are merely oral and n:>t 

practicalj 

We Muslims are. exhorted to read the 

Holy Qurao, to listen to the sermons, 

but is there any individual who, im• 

bued with Divine graces, advises men 
to lie prostrate before God and solicit 

His forgiv;mess. It is one's action, 
one's prictice, one's • humble 

prayers that count the most: ~ere 

attendance in meeiiogs, wherein ser,nons • 

are eloquently !1elivered, do not ~erve 

the real purpose. Sermons and , reli4 

gious lectures, no doubt, . have their 
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own peculiar vat ues, for they enlighten 

~n's minds and inform them about 
God's·. unity, His i:nmeasity, together 
with the necessity of maintaining moral 

and spiritual virtues for the attainment 

of man's eternal salvation, and ulti· 

mately His good-wilt. But bow much 

effort is made to induce the audience 

to • bow submissively before the Lord 

or Creation in self-abasement and hum• 

iliation. Nay, our mosques are utilized 

more as preaching housei than giving 
ourselves up to Lord's true worshiP., 

veneration, adoration and reverence. 
Even the preachers take more inter­

est in swaying the hearts of people 

by their eloquence thin laying emphas­

is on submfssive prayers offered to in­

crease their fear and love for 

God. and tnus to defy manfully 
all evil propensities. They hardly 

carry out in action what they preach. 

These preachers say prayers, but not 

absorbtive prayers, the practice of highly 

spiritual persons. 

So far as my experienc:: goes -I am 

speaking from personal observation­
salat, in the sense to wh1clt our Pro­

missed Messiah has drawn our atten-
tion, is· not offered 
or .other religious 
faces sh.ow that we 

. either in mosques 
. places. Our very 
• are secular people 

devoted t9 

suits. There 

glory, and 

this world and its pur• 

is scarcely any facial 

ra~iating light by which 

the faces of spiritual persons glow with 
charm and grace. 

Despite • all the virtues we practise, 
we are virtually not free from the 

traces of arrogance, because we, with 

a few • exceptions, live in Devildom. 

We should have heaped thousand curses 

on the Devil, wh•o incites us to bright 

and voluptuous temptations. But we 

surrender. A~ the • fla,hing threads :of 
false gaieties and glitter u·nrivel·b~fore 
us, we are content· to let tbin'gs drift-. ,,, 

on. We tempt the Devil to tempt us. 
May God rain down His Mercies upon 

us ! 

Thus Spoke ·the Holy Propliet 
Anas reported God's Messenger as 

saying, " None of you believes till" l 
am dearer to him than his' father, 
his child,. and all mankind." (Bukhari 
and Muslim). 

God enjoins you to treat women , well, 

for they are ydur. mothers, daughters 

and aunts. 

Whoever bath a d.1:Jghter, and , doth' 

not bury her alive, or sc~ld her, or 

prefer his male childred to her, God 

bring him into Paradise. 

~iiililimiiiiiiiiliiiili 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

Rs. • 25.00 or ~ 4.00 01 S 8.00 

1111111,11~1,,,,,,,,,,,, 
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Al·Qur'an and . the 1~ew Testament -
Unaccepted challenge and purity of Quran and .confessed 

corruptibility of Biblical texts 

AI-Qurao .- A Challenge U~accepted 
The Holy Quran is the foundation 

on which the entire superstructure .of 
Islam rests. It. is the compendium of 

the Divine message brought . by the 
Holy , Spirit ( Gabriel) and delivered 
to .the H'lly Prophet Muhammad (peace 

be on him), to be proclaimed to ~an• 
kind. It was not the Holy Prophet 

. ( peace be on him ) who spoke under 
the influence of the· Holy Spirit ;_ be 
merely repeated the actual words con­
veyed t~ him. The Quran says :-

• " The Faithful Spirit has brought i_t" 

{26 : 193 ) " Say : The Holy Spirit ha; 
revealed it . from thy Lord with Truth'~ 

(16_: 102). 

The Holy Quran was revealed in the 
Arabic language in the dialect of t ~e 
Quraisb. The absolute perfection of the 
language of the Quran is on.e of its 

outstanding features. Even the id.:>latrous • 
poets· of Arabia who were known for 

', j ., 

~heir literary skill . could not compete 
with it. The Holy Quran, as the Word 

of Allah, needs no champion,. no aJvo· 
cate • and certainly no apologist. It 
speaks for itself. It advocates • it~ own 

cause. It puts forward its .claims, gives 
. reasons and arguments in • support •of 
them and throws a challenge for , all 

times-a challenge which has remained 
un-accepted todate. The challenge • is 

' reproduced below : 

·' A'ld if you are in doubt as to that 

which We have revealed to Our servant, 

then produce a chapter like it and call 

on your . helpers besides Allah if.: you 

are truthful". (2 : 28} 

The arrangement of the verses in the 
Quran does not follow the chtono• 
logical order. Whene~er a verse. or a 
group or verses were r~vealed, the Holy. 

Prophet (peace be on ·him) •indi~ated; 

its place i·n the order and seq11:enco 

of the. Holy Quran. Q11r . critics hav~ 
continued ,to crit)cise. Th~y deliberately 

att,empt to distort historical facts. By 

way of an exampie Eric W. Bethman 

in h!s book·" Bridge to, Islam" writes;. 
" When Muh~mmad died, the. Quran 
was not completed in ·its-written form. 
It certainly 

I 

was n~t arranged. • It . was 
more or • less I in the hearts of the. 
believers. Tµe texts were written ~n 

~hatever material WilS handy -p.1lm bun· 

ches, white-stone, leather, sboulder­

.bones of animals; and the memor; of 

men. A_t first, • little attention ;,u paid 

to get. all· ~ev~lations • properly collect• 
ed. But when during, the'- first wars of 
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conquests many of the old companions, ,,,... . 
who had the Quran in their hearts, 
died i_n the battle, apprehension was. 
f eft that some of the precious knowledge 

might be lost," Eric Bethman believes 

" When Muhammad died the Qura'l 

was. not completed in its written form" 

but at the. s1me· time he says that "the 

texts were written on whatever material 
I 

was bandy" S() much so that.he names 
the material. Both statements clearly· 
contradict each other. He believes that 

the Holy Quran was not pr.:>perly 
' ' 

arranged but also admits that it was 
retained in the ''hearts of men." HoN 

could .an improper arrangement of any 

text be retained in memory ? The Holy 

Prophet (peace be on him) bim:;elf 

authorized this arrangement. In fact, 
during the Prophet"s lifetime the 
Quran was committed to memory and 

was recited in the order in which·we . ' 

find it today. Allah says: 
" Sur~.ty

1
• on Us rests the collec·ting 

of. it and .the reci_ting of it" ( 7 i : 17). 

This verse clearly shows , that the· 
collection of the Qurao (i. e.-its gather-. 
ing into one whole ) with • correct 

arrangement of its various. parts was 
• b!ought about by the Divine guidance .. 
It is beyond understanding that such 

a· large book, treating so many and such 

_varied subJects, should have be.en com­

mitt~d to ~emory and regularly recited 
'. ' 

in. and· outside the prayers and taught' 

by one man to another, wi~hout there 
being any . settled ~rrangement ...-of its 
parts .. The Holy Prophet (p.-,ace'be 011 

I i ' • • 

him ) himself app;,ioted four principal 

teachers .. o( ' t_he • Quran who used • to 

memorise it und~r _his supervision and 

then taught other people. t~ com . .nit 
it to memory.· These, persons· trained 
a number of other people who became 
competent to te.1ch Q~r,10. Tl:ie four 
teachers were Abdullah • bin Masud, 
Salim Maula· Abi Hud~aifa, Mu'adb bita 
Jabal. and Uo'ayy ion Ka'b (may.-All<Lll_ 

be pleased witb all of them). 

ln addition to the· four principal. 

teachers there were inany others , who 
had committed the whole • Quran tq. 

memory. Among these were Z1id bin, 

Till bit. Abu Z1id bin .. al·Sak1n.' Abt1 
al~Darda Ansari,· Ab~ ., Bakr,· Ali, 

' , . . 

Abdullah bin U.nar (.nay Allah. be· 
' . 

pleased with them all). Out of ~ohajirin 

the following had,com~itced the QJran 
' < • ' ' 

to memory, Abu Bakr, Umar~· Uthman, 
·, / 

Ali, Talha, Sa'd ibn Masud, Hudhaifa. 
. ' • ' 

Salim,. Abu Huraira, Abdullah bin 
S1i'b etc. O.it of women Aisha, Hafsa· 
and Umm•i-Sal:na had memorised 
the Qura~. Mostof'the~ 'bad ~ommitted 

' ., , '. 

the Qura,n to • memory ~uring the 

Prophet's lifetime. Th.e, assertion that 

no arrangement was· followed in the 
. . ' 

case of smgl_e verses rev.~aled at different 
times is so absurd oµ, the face..,.. of it 
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that it hardly requires a refutation. 

How was it possible for anyjbody to 

commit the Qur.an to memory, if there 

was no settled order in which the verses 
were read? 

Bukhari relates that the Holy Prophet 

(peace be or;i him) once said whoever reads 

the last two verses of the chapter called 

Baqrah on any night, they are sufficient 

for him". This Hadith which reports 

the exact words of the Holy Prophet 

(peace be upon him) shows two things: 

Firstly, . that the Holy Prophet (peace 

up::in him) himself followed an arrange• 
ment .which he bad made known to 

his companions and they all follo.ved 

the same arrangement. Secondly it 

shows that the verses with which the 

chapter entitled " Baqrah " 1 now ends . . 
were also concluding verses of that 

chapter in the time of the Holy Prophet 

and therefore the· arrangement in the 

copies of the Quran at present is the 
same as that followed by, the Holy 

Prophet (peace be on him). Accord­

ing to another Hadith the Holy Prophet 

told his followers to recite • the "first 

ten verses" of the chapter entitled 

" The Cave" at the appearance of Anti-. . 
Christ. Had lhere been no arrange,ment 

of verses " the first ten verses" would 
have . been a meaningless phrase, be­

cause it would not have indicated any 

• particular ten yerses. 

The Quran repeats its challenge at 

another place. 

"Or, Say they : He has forged if 

Say : Then bring ten forged chapter·~~~ 

like it and call upon whom you can 

besides Allah, if you are truthful". 
This implies that the chapters of the 

Holy Quran existed in a planned form 

at the tiine of the challenge, otherwise 

thechalle'nge could not hav.! been thrown. 

Bible-Its Authenticity? 

The primary source of the life and 

tea::hings of Jesus Christ are Biblic_al -

the canonical Gospel 3, the \ cts of the 

Apostles and the Epistles. The earliest 

of the' Christian sourcei are th ! Bpistle; 
of Paul. Although Paul was a c.:>n• 

temporary of Jesus, he neither kt1ew 

him nor met hirn. It is prob.1ble 
that Paul did obtain, by bears;iy, infor .. 

mation about the tife and teaching, 

of Jesus. Paul being under the influence 

of the syncretistic mysteries of the 

pagans set up a cr-!ed of which Jem, 

knew nothing. Professor Arnold Meyer 
of the University of Zuri.:h is of the 

view that the doctrines an1 t!achirigs. 
of the Christianity as preached today, 

such as belief in· Divine incarnation, 

death and resurrection and ~b.ernecessity 
for such beliefs for obtainig,g salvation , ,, 

were founded by Paul and . not by 
Jesus Christ. ' 

To say that the Gospels are inspired 

is a wishful thinking. ·None ··of the 
. writers·. claims ,SO~ a; A. Wells; 'in his 
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book ·' The Jesu~ of Early Christians" 
says that " there is in fact little to 

support. the convention belief the four 

Gospels derive ultimately from the in­

formation supplied by Matthews. Mark, 

Lu'.<e and John". He further argues that 

there are contradictions wluch show 

that the events as narrated cannot all 

be true .. The narratives are also un­

corroborated by external evidence and 
even when they do not contradict 

one another they often fall to bear 

out ea~h other.". Bishop B. F. Westcot~ 

notes that the title of the books of 

New Testament are no part of the text 

. of the books themselves. Their ultimate 

authority is)raditional, not d :>cumentary. 

-K. Aland in, CC Toe Authorship and 

, lntergrity of the New Testa'1l~nt .. re­

affir~s this view. William Creg says tba·t, 

•'the Gospels no where ·affirm or even 
intimate their own insp:ration \\hich 

had they possessed it they would not 

_have failed to put foward". High J. 
Sc.bbnfield in "fhe Passover Plot" after 

thorough investigation arrives at a de­

cision that " the four Gospels on which 

we must largely depend for mforma­
tion about Je<;us, were the product of 

historical circumstances which to an 

appreciable extent are ascertainable. 
On the showing of • many Christian 

. scholars who I have devoted themselves 

to the study . of these documents there 

was no special inspiration either in 

their origin or composition. They. are 

dramatisations with policy fe1tures ' and 
what inspired them,, was the need and 

conditions of particular c1Jmmunities 

of Christians in different finds". He 

concludes that " Non~ of the Gosples 

is original in ~he sense that it i3 a 

first hand authority". 
Dumm.elow in the'' Commentary on 

the Holy Bible" writes, "A copyst would 
s.ometimes put in not what was in the 

text but what he thought ought to be in 

it. He w Jutd trust a fickle memory 

or he would make the text accord· 

with the views of the school to whicll 

he. belonged. In addition to the versions 

and quotations from the Christian fatl:lers 

nearly four thousand • Greek MSS 

{manuscripts) of the New Te3ta,neot· 
were known to exist. A3 a result the 
variety of rea:Jing is considerable." 

Tucker in his book "The History of 

Christians in the Light of Modern 

Knowledge" writes, ''the Oospe1t,-ere 
produced which clearly reflected the con• 

ception of the practical needs of the 

community for which t~ey were written. 
In them the traditional material was 
used but there was no hesltatio.:1 in 

attending it or making additions to it 

or in leaving and what did not suit the 

writers purpose". Dum .nelow concludes 

that "by a m ~re state.ne.nt of the re~ 

Bsoniog .u.sed in support that the hypo­

thesis of an infalli ~le literature is as base• 
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less as the fabric of a dream." Don1ldson 
in "The Christian. Orthodoxy" 

prcves that the "question of inspiration 

of the New Testament is of a dogmatic, 
11ot of historical import". 

John Allegro in his book "End of 

the Road" which is a follow up .of 

hi.s famous ~hesis '·The S.1cred Mush­
ro~m and the Cross" says : ''Con­

viction of the historicity of the Gospels 

traditions bas hence been steadily declin-, 
ing among the Scholars since the begin­
ning of critical research into. Bible. 
fndeed it is not uncommon now-a• 

' \ . { 

days for a so-called .liberal •Chrisfrin 
researcher to acknowledge no more 
fact I in the Go_;pel story than existence 

of a teaeher called Jesus. and some 

kind .of public mini:;try culm.ina~ing 

in his • execution at the hands qf the 

Roman occupying power. The miracles' 

have long ago been attributed more 

to pious ex.aggerati~n on the part cf 

Jesus' followers than hard fact". 

&££&&~££~~&t.~~£~~~~~~~~~1.W.1~­

CON fRIBUTORS TO KINDLY NOTE 
Due ·to daily increasing high rates of pa­

per, printing & even postage, it bas been 

reluctantly decided to increase the annual 
' • 

subscription of this paper • ta Rs. 25/· 

inland & £ 4 or $ 8 foreign . Manager 

·•<'11&11&1--,.'i'i'll'-'_.,:»~:1i,cHVl'""&11'·N~~* 

WE• BELi EVE 
(l) After' the Holy Prophet Muhamn;,1d 
(peace be upon him) Allah has comple'teiy 
barred the appearance of ·a· prophet, old 
or new. 
(2) After the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
Gabriel can never descend and bring Pro• 
phetic· Revelation (Wahy Nubuwwah) to 
any person. 
(3) If Gabriel were to descend with one 
word of Prophetic Revelation (Wahy Nubu­
wwah) on any· person, it would col)tradict 
the two complementary verses : 
"This day have I perfected your Religion 
for you" (5 : 5); "He is the Me.ssenger of 
Allah and the Last (Seal) of the prophets" 
( 4) . The Holy Prophet also said : "I am 
Muha.mmad and 1 am Ahmad and lam al• 
'Aqib , ( the one who . comes last) after 
whom there can be no prophet . ., (Al­
Bukh,ari :. Kitab al-a~naqib). 
(5) In the light of the above Islamic fun­
damentals, the Holy Founder of the Ah. 
madiyya Movement never claimed to, be a 
Nabi, but Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad• 
claimed to be the God.Ord'ained Mujad· 
.did (The Promisei Messiah) of th·e 14th 
Islamic Centuary, having been expressly 
raised to re.establish the predominance 
of Islam in the world. . . 
(6) He named his followers • Ahmadi• 
after the Holy Prophet's Jamall (beatific) 
name 'Ahmad'.· 
(7) He proclaimed that • no verse of .the 
Holy Qur'an has been abrogated.nor shall 

• ever be abrogated. 
(8) All the Companioqs of ·the1 Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
.upon him) and the Imams are venerable,. 
(9) It . •is • spiritually conducive to·. oJr 
Faith to accept tl;le revivalist Islamic ruis­
sions of alLMujaddids {Renovators.) , . . 
(10) Any one who declares · his ·raith in 
the Ka/imah (Muslim· formula· of faith-
/a ilaha ilallahu Muhammaau, Raiulul Joh) 
is a MusJim. .. • 



April 24, 1980 THB LIGHT 15 

,, .. rhe Qnran and the Bible -
Which is God's Word ?''-I 

N. A. FARUQUI, LAHORE 

Under the above title, a controversy 

has been going on in South Afrh;a 

between a Muslim, Mr .. ~hmad D~::dat 

and a Christian society for whicll \1.r. 

John Gilchrist has written a booklet 

which has been sent to .us for our 

comments. y/e have not had a copy 

of what Mr. Deedat had s1id. But we 
welcome t.he opportunity to comme~t 

on what l\,f r. John Gilchr.ist has said 

against the Holy Quran and in favour of 

the Bible. 

Let us say at once that, according 

to the Hoit Quran, Jesus Christ was 

a venerable prophet of God and he .. 

was given a revealed book called the 

"lnjeel". • But that book is not the 

present Bible, which may contain some 

of the teachings revealed to Jesus but 

which does not itself claim to be the 

book revealed to Jesus. Instead of 

showing that the Gospels were the Word 

of God from their own testimony or 
that of history, Mr. John Gilchrist has 

only quoted the Holy Quran in his 

·favour,· in· one breath, and then attack­

ed it in the next ! We will, God willing, 
show that the Holy Quran does not 

support tl\e myth t.hat the present 

Gospels are the Word of God, nor 

is Mr. Gilcnrist's attack on the Holv 

Quran of any use to him. 

Book of God 

A book of GJd must obviously it• 

self sav that it is a book of God. 

To be more explicit, such a book 
,/ . 

should itself say Who has Jent it, 
why has He sent it, . to whom did He' 

send it, and how did the book [Jlater .. 
ialize from . the unseen to the s~en? 

In fact even the language of the, 01vi11e 

message should be· known and not left 
to guess-work. 

, To illustrate the above, I quote from 

the Holy Quran : '· And surely this is a 
revelation from the Lord of the worlds, 

The faithful Spirit descended· with it, 

on thy heart,. that thou mayest be a 
Warner, in Arabic language which ex­

plains (the Divine messages) fully 0 (26 :. 

192-195) .. 

"And believe in that which has been 

revealed to Muhammad" (47 : 2). 

"Say : Whoever is • an enemy to 

Gabriel (such as the iews were), so 
surely he revealed it to thy heart by · 
Allah's com11:1and, verifyinJ that whic!:l 
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is before it (i. e. previous revelatioqs) 
and. ·a guidance and glad tidings for the 
believers" (2 : 97) 

•The above quotations make it quite 
clear that the Holy Quran -

(a) was sent down by Allah, the Lord 

of the worlds ; 

(b) the agency employed was. Gabriel, 

the Faithful Spir~t ; 

(c) which descends on the heart of the 

recipient, 

(d) the manner used was Revelation, 

(e) the same manner bad, been em­

p)C"yed for sending previous· r~ve­

lation to all the prophets, which the 

Holy Quran confirms ; 

(f) • the heart on which the Holy 

Quran was rl,':vealed was. that' of 
Muhammad (peace be µpon him): 

(g) the language of the revelation 
was Arabic .selected because, of all 

the human.Janguages, it is most suit. 

able for giving expression to the 

. profound meanings of the, ~nal 

Divine message. 

Does any of the Gospels mention 

any of these essential points ? Not 

one. On the .otller • hand they b,ear 

testimony on their faces of their being 

wr'itt~n by human beings who, as we 

wm show Jate,r, are unknowp people. 

lhe coQtents of the four Gospels, 

again, leave· no doubt that· th~y are 
. • ' 

conflicting accounts of, the life-story of 

J:sus .. But of that more later. Let us~ 
first answer the c~iticism levelled agains,f 

the.Roly Quran. 

Criticism Answered 

Before we do so. let us make it 

·clear that while the Christi~n G!Jsp~ls 

themselv,es, beari witness t.hat they are 

not ' the reveale4 Word of God,' as 
we will show later, Mr. John Gilchrist's 
criticism of the Holy Qutan is not 
based on anythin_g contained in that 
sublime Book but only on what some . . . 

other people have said, and even . that 
is misrepresented .and exaggerated un~ 
warrantably .. 

Shias and the Holy Quran 

The first fault. found by Mr~· JQbn 

Gilchrist . in the Holy Quran i~ • that 

"the Shi'ite Muslims claim that a. whole 

Surah, the Suratu'll Nurain, 'is missing 
from the Quran". 

To give the impression that all Shias 
make that claim is. an exaggeration, . . 
which is unwarranted. B.ven · if, in .the 
heated Shia-Sunni conflicts of. th_e early 

centuries of Islam, some Shias said so, 

why is it that the missing Surah was 

not included by tbe.n .in. their copies 

of the Holy , Quran which· were in the:r 

own hands and from· which • they re­

cited• day . and night? That this w~s 

not done show&. that eyen tQos~ few 
Shias . di.d not. really brlieve in what 
t.hey • alleged, Ir;i a.11 the fourt€:t:n ce.1t~ 

urie,; of Islam, ther~ have. ,been in.de• 

' 
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r!ndent Shia kingdoms and co,untries 
r-, 
which were free to do whatever they 

liked. Proof of such independence is 

that the Shia Muslims have openly 

held all their beliefs, and tenets. They 

have practised Islam· as they saw it. 

They have written freely about what 

they thought was right. How .corn: 

that there ;~ not a· single c1se of a Shia 

copy of the Holy Quran being different 

from the Sunni copies eveJ in the 

smallest vowel point, leave alone the 
main text ? That is the miracle of the 

Holy Quran, and und~niable proof of 
the truth of the Divine promise made 

in the Holy Quran that it will be preserv­

ed for all time to come. 
On this point let me quot'e Sir William 

Muir, a severe critic of anything he 

found objectionable, from his "Life of 

Mohammad" -

" The Shias, indeed, of later times 

pretend that 'Usman left out certain 
suras or passages which fa vouted 'Ali. 

But this ·i~ incredible. When 'Usman's 

edition· was prepared, no open breach 

bad taken place between the Omeyyads 

and the 'Alyites. The unity of Islam 

was unthreatened. Ah's pretensions 

were as yet undeveloped. No sullicienc 

object can, therefore, be assigned for 

the prepetration by • Usman of an offence 

which Muslims would have regarded 

as of the blackest dye. Again, at the 

time of the recension there were still 

multitudes alive . who had learnt Jhe 
Quran by heart a:s they. had h~ard it 

originally delivered ; and copies of.any 
• '/ J 

passages favouring ·'Ali, if a9x such 

passages. ever existed, mu;t have b~en 

in the hands of his numerous adherents, .. 

both of wh.icb sources would have pro· 

ved an· effective check up9n any attempt 
- ' 

at suppression. Further,. the party of: 

'Ali, immediately on 'Usman's death, 
assumed an independent 'attitude, and 

raised him to the Caliphate. Is· is co·o­

ceivable that, when thus arrived at po­

wer, they would have tolerated a • muq­

lated Quran, _ mutilated expressly to 

destroy their leader"s claim ? Yee we find 

that they continued to ,ise the same 

Quran as their oppoµents and raised not 

the slightest objection ag_ainst it." 
May we add here that -

(a) Hazrat Ati was one of the dignita­

ries called .in by Hazrat Usruaa - for 

consultation befor_~ undertaking tbe 

copying ouc of the original· prepued in 

Hazrat Abu Bakr's time. And Hazrat 

Ali was an approv,ing party to the 
whole \\Ork. 

(b) Before Hazrat Usman was assassi­

nated, and even afterwards when the 

campaign of maligniag him. continueJ 

to justify his assassin.1tion, not one of 

his opponents- however. unscrupulo .. 
l 

us - uttered a word about . anything 
wrong in the preparatioo,of • the copi\=s 
of tne original Qurao 'by Hazr,H . ' / 
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Usman. 
As we had said earlier, it is an un­

warranted exaggeration to give the im­
pression that all Shias, at any time. be­
lieved that there was anything wrong 

with the copies of the Holy Quran • pre­

pared at the instance of Hazrat Us.nan. 

MauJana Muhammad Ali, the world•. 
renowned translator and commentator 

of the Holy Quran says in his introduc­
tion to the 1917 ed:tion : "The Shia>, 
however do not all believe that portions 

of the Holy Quran have been lost or that 

passages favouring Ali's claims were 

intentionally omitted by Z.iid or 'Us­

man. The vast. majority of them admit 

that the Holy Quran bas been handed 
down to us in all its purity". 

Opinion of Sbia Scholars· 

It w.ould be interesting to hear the 
lear.Qed Shias themselves· on the Ques• 

tion. Ta/sir Sa'fi is an important Shia 

commentary on the Holy Quran. It was 

placed and taught in all Shia schools. 

The learned author, Mulla Muhsin thus 

denounces the ignorant Shias who 

thought that certain portions of the 
Holy Quran were 'lost : 

"Certain men from among us and the 
Hashwia masses have reported tbat the 

Holy 9uran has suffered loss and alte• 

ration. But the true belief of our friends 

is ~galnst this, and such is the belief of 
the vast majority. (ltalics ours). For the 

Quran is a miracle of the Ho!y Prophet 

and the source of all knowledge relatinq, 

to law and all religious injunctions, an'd' 

the )earned Mu-lims have taken the ut•· 
most pains for its protection, so that 
there is nothing to its vowel· points, its 

recital, its letters, and its verses, which 

they do not ~now. With sue~ strong 

measures of protection and such faith· 

ful preservation of the Holy Bvok, it 

cannot be supposed that any alteration. 

or Joss'coulq tak~ place." (p. 14) • 
The )earned author goe5 oa to say : -
"Surely the Quran was collected and 

arraogea in the lifetime of the Holy Pro• 
phet exactly as it ·is in our bands --­
All these facts show conclusively that 

the Holy Quran was complete and col• 

Jected in the lifetime of tlle Holy Pro•· 
phet, and it was not dispersed or scat­
tered. It bas been :stated that those- from 
among the Hashwia .and Im1.mia sects 

(of the Sbias) who hold a eontrary view 
are not%ing eompared with. the vast 
majority who hold the right view.. It 

~ho~ld also be borne ,in m/nd _that ,th7 
conrrary view was held on!Y by some .of 
the reporters who gave circulation to very 

~eak ar,d unreliable reports.". (ltalics 
ours) 

After this the learned author quotes 
'the opinions of several learned S11ias, · 

honoured and respected bY,..!.be who!~ 

Sbia world, who taught in cle.ir words 

that "the Quran as sent down · by God 
to His Prophet is exactly what is now 
between the two boards (i.e. betw~en 
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U:e covers of the written voiume) and 
•(. ... 
Ill the hands of the people". 

We repeat that if any Shias, ho-Never 

few, really believed that certain portions 

of the Holy Quran were missing, what 

was there to prevent them from inserting 

them in their own copies ? Tbe fact 
that the Holy Quran throuihout tbe 

world, even in the bands of Shias, is 

identical to the last letter .or vowel­

point, is proof that it is miraculously 

preserved, poosible only at Divine 

Hands. 

Destruction of Un-authorized Copies 

The next criticism of Mr. John Gil­
christ .i_s that since, after the prepuation. 

of authorized copies of the Holy Quran, 

Caliph Usman ordered the destruction 

by burning of the unauthorized copies, 

there must have been serious differences 

or discrepancies to justify destruction by 

burning. And Mr. Gilchrist thought so 

highly of this criticism that be has re­

peated it more than once. 

Th1i; cri.icism should not have been 

made at all since the report on this 

.point makes it clear that when the Mus­

lim empire reached its zenith in the time 

of Hazrat Usman, and non-Arabic 

speaking peoples sa:ne into the fold of 

Islam, di1ferences .only of pronunciation 

or re~dings of the Holy Quran arose. 

Evm some non~Quraish tribes of. Arabia 

pronounced certain words differently 
from the Quraish in whose language the 

.Holy Quran w1s revealed. For instance, 

they pronounced the word ha11a as a!Ja. 

And this difference of prol)t•nciation .. is 

common to all langua'ges and all nations. 

-even the English whose masses drop 

the h and peon.ounce horse as orse. 
Let us con~ider what happened in 

Hazrat Usman's ti~e. An authentic 

report narrated by Bukhari thu~ .describes 
the circumstances : 

"Anas son of Malik relates that there· 

came to Usman, Huzaifa who had been 

fighting with the· people of Syria in: 

the conquest of Armenia and witil the 
people of Iraq in Azerbaijan, and who 

was alarmed at their variations in the 

mode of reading (rtalics ours), and he 

said to Usman : ''0 c·0mma:11der· or' the 

Faithful ! Stop the people before they 
differ in the Holy Book as the. Jews and 

the Christians diffl!r in their scrip.ures~•_-

lt is quite clearly stated that tbe . . . 

differences in . the far-thing corners of 

the empire were only of qiraa't (i.e. 

recitation or the mode of reading). 

So they were not serious or.,,sub.,tan­

tial • as in the case of the scriptures 

of the Jews and Christians. ·sut, as 

remarked by Maulana Muhammad Ali, 

it was feared that . if nothing was done 

to put a stop to th ~ differe11ces of 

readings they might, after the lapse of. 

a few generations, develop into serious 
differences. Tile Companions of the 

Holy Prophet were so jealous of the 
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sanctity and safety of the Holy Book 

.that even in the Holy Prophet's time, 
Hazrat Umar on hearing Hisham pro­

nouncing certai11 words in a ctiff:rent 

way put His ham's own chad_or (wrapping 

ing cloth) round His ham's neck and 

dragged him to the presence of the 

Holv Prophet. And in the tirne of 

Hazrat Usman differences of .readings 

were leading to the charges of heresy by 

one ··party of Muslims against tne other 

as related by Maulana Munammad Ali. 

So to put • and end to this evil, and 

.to the possibility of different readings 

eventually leading to different writings 

by irresponsible_ people, Hazrat Usman 

had authentic copies prepared of the 
lloly Quran and sent to all centres 

of the Muslim empire . to serve as 
master copies for reference and rectifi~a­

tioo. The copies unofficially co npiled 

previously by . private persons were 

naturally ordered to be destroyed. 

Such .a simple and straightforward 

event has been distorted 'by the hostr. 
1ity of the critics of the Holy Quran 
for the.purpose of fault-finding. 

Hazrat Umar's Report 

The next fault found by Mr. Gilchrist 
in t~e Holy Qnran is based on the 

following report attributed to Hazrat 

Umar uttered allegedly from the pulpit 

. of the mosque at Madinah when he was 

Caliph : 
"Surely God raised Muhammad, may 

peace and -,the blessings .of, GJd ~, 
upon him, with truth, and He revealed 

to him the Book, and there was arno,ng 
what w1s sent down upon him· the 

' 
verse relating to stoning ; we re1d it,. and 

guarded it, and understood it, and the 
Messenger of God, may pe'a:e and the 

blessings of God be upon: him, ,st.oned 

and after him we • also ston.!d. ' But. I 

fear that when time lengthens with the 

people, a sayer will s 1y : 'Surely Wi! 

do not find stoning in the 8Jok of 
God', and thus they will go astray by 

forsaking an injunction which God h1s· 

. sent down; and· surely sto,ning is tr~ly 

• in the Book of G'od • a _Runjshment for_ 

the person who commits adult~ry, whe-. 
' \ 1 

thcr man or woman, either after .its 
' ' 

having been proved by witnesses,. or by 

the, woman's • conception or the con.:. 

fession of the accu5ed". (\.fuslim: Kitab­

ut-Hudud) 

The above report must have .. wrongly 
been attributed. to Hazrat U :nar for the 
following reasons : 

(-1) The Holy Quran was· put in the 

book form at the insta:-ice and on the 
insistence of Hazrat 'Umar, in the time 
of Hazrat A 1,u Bakr. 

(b) Hazrat 'U .nar was one of the 

amanuensis who wrote down the HJly 

Quran in t,lie tirne of the Holy Prophet. 

So he must have had a copy of what he 

wrote down. 

(cJ After Haz~at Abu Bikr bad agreed 
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to the Holy Quran being put in the 

t{~k form, it w~s Hazrat Umar who 

went to . the pulpit and addressed the 

Companions of the Holy Prophet assem­

bled in the mosque saying that all 

those who hacl • aqy written portions 

of the .. Holy Quran should bring them 

along, with two witnesses to swear to 

the correctness of the' writin;s. Such 
• I • ~ ' ' 

writings were checked with one another 

and with the hundreds of Qura·a who 

had committed the whole of the Holy 
Quran to memory in its proper orJer in 

the _time of the Holy Prophet hi.nse.lf. 

(d) The copy thus prepared had the 

apprcval of all the Companions of the 

Holy Prophet inc)ujing Haz·at U,nar. 

• ( e) The copy was kept in the custo­

d a y of Hazrat Abu Bakr and, on his 

death, it was taken over by Hazrat U,ntir 

himself. 

(f) It r.-:mained in his cus~ojy · for 

ten long years. If there was anything 

missing in that copy why didn't Hazrat 
Omar rectify the omission? He was a 

' ' 

very powerful Caliph who pro:nulgued 

major reforms. He was bold enough 

to remonstratC? even with the Holy 

Prophet at the time of the pe~ce 9f 

Hudaibiyah . when he thought that a 

mistake was being.· made. How is it 

t~at though the Hqly Quran was c.:>llect"'. 

ed at his instance and he urged all 

Muslims to bring along· any writings 
of the. H9ly Quran that they may 

have, he did not bring 'along his ow~ 

writings containing the alleged verse aboyt 

stoning, for he was one of the scribes ? 
_Those who know anything abogt Hazrat 

U mar know full • well that he -wa., not 

the sort of man to utter merely·. a. 

plaintive remark as attributed· to him. 

He would have carried • out the corre­

ction in the Holy Qura,n even , if n'o:­
b.ody had· supporte~ ~iip if he tpought 

that what he was doing.was fight. 

(g) ln · the plaintive remark attributed 

to him he is 'alleged t.:> bave sai~ • 

"we ggarded .it (the .verse about. stoq­
ing the adulterer)" .. 

Is the long r~cita,l abqve of t,he opp?c­

tunities he ha.d to include tlt'e alleged 
verse in· the • ·ffo_ly Quran, .,...,,but, his: 

failure to .d<:> so, \he ~ay he ~ua.rded 

i.t ? If he meant, "we had memorized the 

verse in question'.' why didn't he quote_ 

it when referring to it? And why _didn't 

the hundreds of others who bad memo- .. 

rized the Ho~y Quran in the ti~e of the 
Holy Prophet support h~ip ? If, as alleg­

ed, stoning used to be done by .tne Holy 

Prophet and his Companbns, why 
didn't any .one of .the latter stand up 

for Hazrat U iuar's alleged stand ? 

(b) Hazrat U,na~ scrupulously. eafo~c­

ed the laws of Shariat (Muslim Law) to 

the extent of. whipping his own son for 

drinking, as rep;:,rted in another ~radi~ 

tion. Did he ever require the stoning of 

any person guilty of adultery in his long 
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spelf as the most powerful Caliph of Islam 
o·ver an extensive empire in which cri­

mes including adultery were committed? 

So the alleged remarks of Hazrat 

Umar cannot be accepted. particularly 

in the light of the cle~r provision in the· 

Holy Quran tha.t a person guilty of adul­
tery should be given t0ff stripes (which 

may be with a light cane, or a bunch of 

twigs or even with a shoe). It is a well­

known principle that tr a 1itions (sayings 

or deeds) of the Holy Prophet bimself 
must be· looked at in the light of the 

Holy Quran f ~~ he never said or did 

anything contrary to the Quran. That 

test should be much more forcibly a;,pli­
ed to any tradition attributed to a Com. 

panion of the Holy Prophet ~ which 
Hazrat Um.ar was. Mr. Gilchrist must be 
aware that the scholars of H:idith (say­

ings ~r doings of the Holy Prophet and 

sometimes of bis Companions) have set 

~p carefully prepared standards of test­

trig the ~eracity of a report. And they 
came to the conclusion that a number 
of traditions were forged by zindeeqs 
(i.e. those who profess Islam but are 
.heretics er disbelievers at heart). A 
number of Jews who professed· (slam as 

a matter of expediency played this trea­

ch~ro'.ls role quite a -'lot. The report attri­

buted to Hazrat Umar (through Hurat 

'Anas allegedly) must have been forged to 

bring Isla:n into line with Judaism w~ir.h 

provided for the stoning of adulterers. 

La~t Criticism 
Mr. John Gilchrist quotes tile follow· 

ingtradition: 

"Ibn Shihab said : Kharejah-b·Zaid­

.b-Sabet informed me that he beard 

Zaid-b-Sabet say : I missed a verse from 
the (Surah) "Allies'' (HQ) at the ti:ne 
when we c_opied {the correct tra~slatton 

of the Arahic word nasakh is to wri ·e) 
the compilation. I used • ..... to hear the 
Apostle of Allah read it. We searched it 

and found it with Khuzaimah-b·Sabet 

al Ansari : 'Among the believers there 

are men who are true to the covenant 

which they made with Allah (33 : 23Q)'. 

So we introduced (the correct transla­
tion of the Arabic text is ''joined") it 
in its chapter in· the script". (Al Hadis, 

vol. 3, p. 709) 

Based on the above report, Mr~ John 

Gilchrist· says that this wa., after the 

copies had been made in the tim~ o~ 
Caliph Usman. from the origin~l • Quran . . . 
collected in the time of Caliph Abu 
Bakr: therefore the verse in question 

was not in tile original co;,y : hence the 
Quran is not preserved. 

This conclusion is based on a pre­
judiced reading of the ·text. Mr. Gilchr-

ist has alleged that the discovery _of 
the _verse in question took place after 
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th~. jopies· ·were· ·made in the time' of 
Cafip'b Usman, because the report occurs 

after.· 'the one relating to that copying.· 

ActqalJy tl)e repoft in ques~ion is in 
. t wq parts and. is not one repJrt as 
alleged bY. Mr~ Gilchrist. The first part 
of which the n!lrrator is Anas-~-\,f.:1,tik 

'ends with the copyiog'done in the time 
of the • Caliph , Usm:10 .. The second 

part is· by a difltre11t 11arratar narn:d 

I bu Shibab . and rcl.ates to the original. 

comp-ilation of the Quran in the tirn: 
of Caliph Abu Bakr. This is cle.ir from 

' ' '' ,. /' 

the $ame volume Ill of _Al-Hadi~ page 
707 (i. e. only 2 pages·earlieri in which 
Zaid-b-Sabit himself narrates the same 

discovery of the. vetse in question at· 

/the time of the i -original compilation of 

t/Je Quran in the time of Caliph Abu 
' ,. '. •' 

Uakr • .and its insertion • in the original 
'' ,, ; .. , ' 

copy. So, _the verse was there wh ~n 
copies· were made in the time of C:11ipb 

Osman. • and _it was • not introduced 

later . as misconstrued by. Mr. Gilchrist. 

Those • conversant • with the. books of 

Had ii., know that those who wrote them 
\ . ; - • ' . . ' ·- -\ ., '" 

repeat the same report again and again 
' f ',, ••• • ' ••• 

according . lo tlie requirements of the 
subject matter~ 

- • ' 1 

As ';already stated, the Hoiy Quran 
was assembled in one written book: in 

the tame of C~liph Abu Bakr· for the 
' ,t( ' 

first I time.: as; ;it co1:1ld not. be assembled 
in one book while 'the Holy Prophet 
was· alive -and revelation was,• corning 

all the time. But it· was committed to 
memory' as ia 'whole. in the. time of 

the Holy Prophet hims;lf. _Wb:n· com~ 

piled as ,a book, Hazrats Abu Bakr, 

U mar · and . Zaid-b~Sabjt. (the scribe) 
r.equired. the written manuscripts. wbi9h 

were in : bi,ts and pieces prepared -a:s• 
·and when re~elation came d :>wn~ • to be· 

produced. The fact that the verse in· 

question· was found only in one writing 
1s due lo lhe fact that the· Holy. Pro-
phet used to call one scrioe', at ·a time 

whoever was·1available. Tnesc written 
pieces, supported. by ~.he sw~r~ tcs~im~ 

ooy of tw-1 witnesses, . were checked,• 
with· thos~. person's who' h~d mema,riz~d 

the wh_ole Quran. It ,was .from •~ucn 
• • '. ! ' ,, ·• • 

memory· that Zaid~b-.Sabit was sear~hing 

for the writt~n CO?Y ~hicll be 'e~entuaUy 
found with' one of the scribes.: 

S.> we are afraid Mr.Jonn' <&ilchrist's 
ca:,tle on sand collapses. 

{To be Continued) 

Tbas Spoke the t-loly,Pr~~llet 

" A~dullali b .. ,\rnr .,r.ep_orted . God 1i 
• ..'', 

~esse~ger, as sayin_g, '' Tile Muslim i11 
he·• fro:n • wltoie tongue:··· and • ha~i 
Mustirns' are .. safe, and the • Emigrant 
is;. he w_ho •• aban.dons· wl:lat• Gl)d lta3 

prohibited."., 0 Thjs is. Bµ,kbafi's .word-
1 ' ·, • • ;, ' 

il,lg, Muslim .bas:: ~' A /11~ .~s~ej • tl1e 

PrQphet,, "Which • .. of the Musli~ is 
,1• ; ,. _-' t, • ... ,,!•l , 

best?,. He: replied, "-'He."fr~m ;_ wbos: 
•. '. ,, , 1 • ,, . ., ., •. t , , .. _ ,. l ~ ~ 

t~ngue aad· hind. the M1.uli1n:s 1 'ari: ·safe.", 
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(Continued from p. 2) 

11eled and uoapµroachable in 
excellence belongs exclush:ely 
to the Divine Word and Deed. . ' 

tt is this very argument which 
helps to induce belief in the 
existePce of the Creator, and 
withoet which the way to reach 
Him through. the gateway of 
reason would' have been closed. 
The fact or'the existence of God, 
it cannot be gainsaid, is so 

closely connected with this great 
principle that it will be nothing 
short of cutting at the very root 
of 1leason and Faith if we should 
dare admit mortal men into its 
purview, and ascribe to them the 
divine attribute. 

If a person should ref use to 

a~ce})t this general principle, 
established after a careful obser­
vation of the laws of n·ature, he 
should not,· thereafter, refer to 
Keason nor speak of the Laws 
that govern this universe, and 
·should discard all books onlogic 
and. ••1 philosophy. How will he 
feel ii when he asserts that a bee, 
so perfect in its make, has un­
doubtedly been created by. G.9,d~ 
but His. Word. with all tJte gran-

deur of its phrase and greatness 
of its teaching-cannot ~e so Je\·­
fect as to evince its super:-naturaL 
source? Is • it not a matter of 
regret that, whereas in the case 
of a bee, he professes that its 
physical structure is ·such that 
it lies beyond. th·e power of 
man to produce a like thereof, 
but in regard to -the Divine • 
Word he avers that its like can 
be produced·? 

Such a person contemplates 
that man cannot create honey, 
but he bas· all the power to 
produce word like unto.the Word· 
of God. Does he not feel that 
if there should be, in the ·Divine 
Word, not even as much excel· 
lence as in the make-up or' 
an insect, the objection thereof 
would have to be laid at the 
door of the Almighty, Who has 
exalted the inferior creation over 
and above the superior and higher 
in excellence, and has endowed 
the former with such arguments, 

: . 
pertaining to his own person. a~ 

have not been .conferred on the 
superior one ? 
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