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In the Light of the Holy Qur'an 
HISTORY OF SOLOMON 

"And certainly We gaye knowledge 

to David and Solomon.1 And they said: 
Praise be to Allah. Who has made us ex

cel many of His believing servants ! 

••And Solomon was David•s heir, 
and be.said : 0 men, we have been taught 

the weech of birds,2 and we have been 

granted of all things,3 Surely this is mani• 

fest grace. 

•• And his hosts of the jinn and the 

men and the birds were gathered to So
lomon, and they were formed into 
groups,4 

1. Tbe history of David and Solo
~oo, being the history of the µ:mporal 

greatness of the Israelites, forms really 

a part of tbe history of Moses, awl 
reference to it is really propb.etical, to 

show that Islam was also destined to rise 

to greatness temporally as well as spiri
tually. 

2, The root word 1U1lq, from which 
tile word manllq is derived, sin&nides ori

gjoall,y articulaf~ speech or Jointedyojce1 

utfered,bylJ,etpr,gue Qfld kept by,hua~ 
(Raghib). Ifs use with regard to other 
tban human oemgs is looked upon as 
a kind of melapbor, and .the U£e of the 
wDtd isallowable wlieo one widernan4s 
the significance, though it may not b~rti-

culate speech ( Raghib). Solomon's under

scanding the speech of birds may imply 

the use be made of birds in conveying 
messages from one place to another, 

these messages being metaphori

cally called the speech of birds. 

The reference here is to the 

great resources of Solomon's kingdom 

in bis victorious marches against near 
and distant enemies. Note also that 

Solomon does not speak of himself 

alone : his people are included when 

he is ma"e to say : We have been taught. 
This shows that his people also knew 
that speech. 

3. By all things arc meant all things 

pertaining to the needs of a strong king
dom. 

4, The bosts of SPlomon are here divi
ded into three classes, tb.e jinn, the mea, 
and the 111/r. As reg;ud:; tbe jinp, these 
were me.n J>eloqgillg to certaio m.oua.
taio tribes WbQ.m Soloruon llad .iwbjusa· 
te.d. Tair ma.y ,iie11n their birds or 

}(oru, i.e., cavalrr. The pth.eri.og to
gether of all three classes and their divi

~ion into group1 sbo.ws lbat all three 
were human b.e,uigs. The word lair, or 

tl#r, is derived from tara, which in
dicates it flew, and is applied not only 
to bir.ds, but "is also said of other things 

(Continued on p. 4) 
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"Until when they came to the valley 

of the Naml,5 a Namlite said : 0 

Naml, enter your houses, (lest) Solo• 

moo and bis hosts .crush you, while they 
know not." (27 : 15-18) 

Footnote No. 4 
than those which have wings" (Lane's 
Lexicon.) Ta'ir signifies flying thing, 

and as the root word applies to other 
than winged beings, ta'ir, of which tair 
(the word used here) is a plural, may 

also be applied to swift snimals such a1 
horses. Thus tayyar. which is an in• 
tensive form of talr, signifies, when stan• 

ding alone, a sharp, spirited, vigorous 
horse that is almost made to Jl'i by rea• 
son of the vehemence of its running 
(Taj al-•A.rus, Lane's Lexicon). It also 

means a company of men (Lane's Lexi• 
con.-Tayyur, which is another intensive 

form of the nominative ta'ir, signifies 

a man who is sharp and quick (AI-QtJmus 
al• Muhlt • Lane's Lexicon). Thus the 
context taken in the light of these ex

planations would justify the conclusion 
that t11lr here means horse, i.e., cavalry, 
because it could be moved quickly. This 

is corroborated by the statement regard

ing Solomon's love of horses in 38 : 31-

33. But it may be added that the use of 
birds in conveying messages made the 

birds a necessary adjunct to a military 

expenditioo, and bener the word may 

also be taken literally as meaning 

birds. 

S. Many of the fables regarding Solo

mon have been due to a misconception 

of the word naml. It should be noted 
that wadi al-Nam/ cannot be properly 
translated as the valley of the aunts, for 
Nam/ is a proper noun, and according to 

Taj al-•Arus (see under the root wady), 

the valley of the Naml is situated bet• 
ween Jibrin and Asqalan. And Namlah 
is the name of the tribe~ like Mazin, 
which literally signifies the eggs of the 
ants. Namil means a clever man (Taj a/;. 

• Arus). The name Nam lab used also to 

be given to a child in whose bands an 

ant was placed at its birth, because i~ 

was said such a child would be wise and 

intelligent (Taj al•' Arus). And the Na
mlah are plainly spoken of as a tribe in 

the Qamus, which says under the word 
barq. Abrlqah is of the waters of Namlah. 

THUS SPOKE THE HOLY PROPHET 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be on him) 
Anas reported on the authority of the 

Holy Prophet. peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him, He said : "There i~ 
none who bears witness with sincerity 

of heart that there is no god but Allah 

and that Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allah but Allah bas forbidden bis. go• 
ing to fire,.. (Bukhari, 3 : 49) 

"Religion is faithfulness to Allah and 
His Messenger and to leaders of Mus

lims and Muslims in general." (Bukhari0 

2: 42) 
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English Translation of Sahib al-Bukhari 
BOOK 15- PRAYERS FOR RAIN 

by MAULANA AFTAB-UD-DIN AHMAD 

Jn the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 

Merciful. 

Chapter 1 
Prayers for rains. The Holy Prophet, 

peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him, held congregatiooal prayers for 

rain out in the open.1°77 

H 583. •Abbas ibn Tamim reported 

on the authority of his uncle, "The 

Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of 
AUah be upon him, went out in the 
open to pray for rain and be turned over 

his rida. " 1078 

1077. Jstisqa' means to ask for water 

or to pray for rain. As on the occasion. 

of the two 'Ids, all the people of a place 

go out into an open place and offer pra
yer in congregation and recite prayers. 
Similarly it was the practice of the Holy 

Prophet,. peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, to hold a congregational 

prayer in an open place when the coun
try was afflicted. with a drought or any 

other affliction and offered two rt;1k•at3 
in utmost humility and supplication. 

1078. Was over-turning of rida' or the 

loose-outer garment by the Holy Pro
phet, while praying for rain a coinci-

dence or was it done intentionally ? If 

it was done intentionally, then the ques• 

tion arises, whether it had any thing to 

do with the special prayer for rain or 
was it done just to keep the rida' settled 
over bis shoulders and that he could 

easily raise his bands for prayers with
out fearing the rida' to fall down on 
his arms. There is differente between 

the narrators about over-turning of the 

ridat Some say that it was before. the. 

prayers while others say it was done 

after it. We do not find any clear 

answer to these questions from the 

various narrations. Elsewhere in R. 37l 

we find that the Holy Prophet, peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him, 

recited prayers for rain during Friday 

congregational service and he did. not 

over-turned· his rida. Even the celebrat
ed author of Fath al-Bari, Imam Abu 
Hanifa and some of the Maliki scholars 

do not consider over-turning of rlda' 
to be observed as Suonah of the Holy 

Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him. Again there is difference 

oo the point whether it is only the lm111m 



6 THE LIGHT January 24, 1985 

Chapter 2 

The Prophet, peace and blessings or 

Allah be upon him, prayed to Allah to 

turn years (of ease an~ abµnd~nce) to 

years or drought (and famine) as it was 

in the days or (Prophet) Joseph. 1019 

(Footnote No. 1078) 
who should over-turn his rida' while 

leading such ~ coQgregatiooal prayer 

or the worshippers should also over

turn their ridaJ'. However there is 

c0nsensus of opinion that women are 

exempted from over-turning their rida, 
in such congregational prayers. That 

means that women are allowed to attend 

such a congregational prayers. Some 

take the over!turning of rida' or the 

Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon bhp, as a divine iodica~ 

tion . tJ]at .the pr4valepJ ~opqjtiop~ 9[ 

fami~~ and dro1,1gbt would be cba~g~d 

while otqers ta\(e it ;lS ?,n act d~n~ 

in a state of distr~ss and .ut~r h~mili,a

lion. · Even in ,this case .the ~ct c,lllDOt 

be ob11.erve.d as Sµonah of the 1-JoJy 
PropheJ, peace ~nd bl~ssiogs or Alhlh 

be ~P9P .. him, l?Y his foll9wers. More! 

over r.ltja~ is 091 these. days used by 

Muslims .and thus observance of such 
j:l ~unq!lh of tb~ Holy PropheJ, peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon 

him, is not possible in a 

gational prayer for rain. 
congre

Anyhow 

(R~ 369} Abu Hurair~h reported ..• 

(Repetition or 495) 1080 

th~ re~l obj~ct of such congregational 

prayers is that maximum number of 

people should auend it and pray e~rn

estly to Allah in all humility. 

1079. When people become mad after 

worldly pursuits and higher values of 

life are forsaken, the society as a whole 

start drifting towards a dismel end. 

God, out or His mercy, in such a situa

tion sends down afflictions as warning 

with a view to allow them to mend 

themselves. The Holy Qur'an points 

to this truth : " We seize them with 

distress and affliction that they might 

bumble themselves." (6 : 42). A nation 

intaxicated with power, wealth and com

forts of life look down upon the band 

of people who tries to uphold higher 

values of life and persecute them. Same 

was the case with the disbelieving 

Quraish of Makkah. TW!t is why the 

!Joly Prophet, peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him, prayed against tbe 

Quraish of Makkab to be afflicted with 

drought and famioe. 

IOSO. In this repetition last portion 

of H. 495 relating to the recital prayer~ 

bas been · repeated here with slight 

variation in wording. Here it starts with: 

"When the Holy · Prophet, peace and 
(Cont. on •P· W) 
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Expert on embryo growth confirms 
the Q11r'anic version 

For two years, a leading embryolo
gist from the University of Toroo~o flew 
to and from Saudi Arabia on an un
usual scientific mission - to see if be 
could help explain some verses from the 
Holy Qur'ao. 

Dr. Keith Moore's findings, corrob
orated by test-tube baby pioneer Dr. 
Robert Edwards, have left Muslim 
scholars amazed at what the two experts 
found in the verses that Islamic wor
shippers have memorized and recited for 
about 1,300 years. 

What they found was an accurate de
scription of the human embryo's stage 
by stage development, which was pro
posed by Western experts in 1940 
and most of which was proved only in 
about the past l.~ years. 

"I am amazed attbe scientific accuracy 
of these statements which were made 
in the seventh century." Dr. Moore, 
the chairman or Uuiversity of Toronto 
anatomy department, said in a paper he 
wrote after examining the verses. 

Muslims believe that the Qu'ran was re
vealed to the Prophet Muhammed, peace 
and blessings of Allah be on him, by 

God in the seventh century, after which 
be propounded · 1s1am, a religion that 
now bas the second-largest following in 
the world after Christianity. 

Dr. Moore, a member of the United 
Church and the son of a clergyman, 
said io an interview that be is happy 
with being a Christian and bas no in• 
teotion of convening to Islam. 

He said be subsequently examined 
both the Old and New Testaments, but 
could find no parallel te the Quraoic· 

verses. 

Dr. Moore, whose two books on em
bryology are standard texts and have 
been translated into several foreign 
languages, said some of the Quranic des
criptions of the embryo in its first 28 
days of development were so graphic 
that be was amazed. 

He believes that the verses, along with 
some of the Sayings of the Holy Prophet, 
peace and blessings of Allah be on him, 
•'may help to close the .. gap between 
science aod religion which bas existed 
for so many years." 

Asked whether the descriptions may 
have resulted from crude dissections, 
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Dr. Moore said that at this stage the em• 
bryo is about one-tenth of a millimetre 
long and would appear like a tittle dot 

to the human eye. 

To discern its shape would require a 
powerful microscope and microscopes 
were not developed until the seventeenth 
century, be said. 

Dr. Moore was invited to the King 

Abdul Aziz University in Jeddab, near 
Makkab, two years ago along with Dr. 
Edwards, whose research at Cambridge 
University led to the birth or the first 
test-tube baby in 1978, T. V. N. Persaud 
from Winnipeg and Dr. Marshall John• 
son from the Jeffersoa Medical Centre 
in Pbib,dc:lpbia. 

He said Islamic scholars at the uni
versity prescated the four with English 
translations of several different Quranic 
verses to determine if they bad any scien
tific meaning. 

One of the verses they interpreted 
read: .. God makes you in the wombs 
Qf your motllers in stages, one after an• 
other, withinGiree veils of darkness." 

Dr. Moore said the three veils could 
· reasonably fie interpreted to mean the 
mother's abllominal wall, the wall of 
the uterus and the amni~horionic mem
brane. 

Another yerse read : "Thereafter We 
created or ''°·drop a thing which clings, 
a leech-like atructurc." 

Dr. Moore and the otliers found that 
the Arab leech bears a striking resem
blance to the embryo at 24 days, and 
Dr. Moore said the embryo does cling 
to the wall of the uterus at this 
stage. 

A subsequent verse says the leech-like 
dot appears later like a chewed sub
stance. 

Dr. Moore shaped some plasticene 

like the embryo at 28 days and put his 
own teeth marks into it. His chewed 
plasticene was the carbon copy of the 
embryo at the stage with pairs of bead
like marks similar to the teeth marks. 

Tbe verse quoted that only some parts 
of the substance arc distinguishable at 

this stage and, in fact, the heart and eye 

tens are, Dr. Moore said. 

He said verses describe the semen 
.,gushing" from the male upon ejacu
lation but fertilizing sperm being de
rived from only .a small portion of the 

semen. 

Dr. Moore said in bis paper : :•It 
was not until the eighteenth century 
that Spallaozani showed experimentally 
that both male and female sex products 

were necessa~y for the initiation of de
velopment .•• It is difficult not to inter
pret the mixed drop mentioned in the 
Qurao in the seventh century as a re
ference to the mingling of the male and 

(Continued on p. 18) 
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Biblical account of Jesus' Birth 
Analysed - I 

by KHWAJA NAZIR AHMAD 

Name 

According to a Biblical J)l'Ophecy,1 

alleged to have been fulfilled io Jesus,2 

he was to be called Immanuel (God is 

with us), but he was never so called ; 

and, according to his own utterance, at 

a most crucial moment in his life, in• 

stead of God being with him, he had, 

indeed, been forsaken by Him,3 Isaiah 

also mentions the other name of Im

manuel as Mqher-shalal-hash-baz.4 Tbis 

name also was never applied to Jesus. 

So far as Jesus was concerned, there

fore, this prophecy remained unfulfilled 

and, as l will show later, did not and 

could not apply io him. 

As foretold to both Joseph and Mary, 

in separate apparitions,5 the name should 
have been, and was in fact, Joshua 

(Aramaic: Jesu; Arabic: Isa) which 

in Greek is . Jesus. Among the Jews of 

Palestine the name Joshua was exceed

ly common. It was as if one were to be 

called Karl among Germans, Louis• 

among Frenchmen, Nicholas among 

Russians and Smith or George among 

Englishmen. Jesus is also referred to in 

the Gospels as Christ, the Anointed ; 

Messiah, the Wanderer ; and Nazarene, 

the Warner, Joshua or Jesu, Isa or Jesus 

was his name, Christ his designation, 

Messiah his descriptive rank and Naza

rene his significant title as a Pretphet 

of God. 

It has always been taken for granted 

that Jesus was called the Nazarene be

cause he belonged to Nazareth. The 

declaration of the evangelists6 on this 

point is so . definite that even present

day commentators ~nd historians have 

accepted it almost universally. But, 

like so many other Christian beliefs, it 

bas no foundation at all. 

The word Nazarene appears in the 
Gospels in three different forms : Naza. 

renos, Nazoraios and Nazorenos; which 

the evangelists have taken 10 be inter

changeable. But none ~f thes~ (orms is 

capable of being derived from Nazareth; 

I. Isa .. 7 : 14, 

2. Matthew, 1 : 23. 

3. Ibid., 27 : 46. 

4. Isa,. 8- : 3. 

S. Matthew, 1:20-25 ; Luke~ I : 28·31. 

6. Matthew, 11 : 23, etc. 
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the t or th (Aramaic tsade), which is 

represented by the Greek letter sigma in 

Nazareth, makes it impossible to connect 

these three forms with Nazareth. More

over, the Greek letter zeta in these 

three words points to the contrary. 

The theory that the word Nazarene 

was merely to indicate that Jesus be

longed to a sect of that name is equally 

devoid of force ; for no one has so 

far been able to prove that this sect 

exis1ed at the time of Jesus. The refere

nce to the word Nazarile or Netser,1 a 

branch, signifying the Davidic descent, 

an offshoot of the stem of Jesse, like

wise bas no application. Here, again, 

in both cases the presence of the letter 

t (tsade of Aramaic) and the absence 

of zeta will stand in the way. We will 

have, therefore, to look for another so

lution. In the word Nazir in Arabic 

(same in Hebrew, and Aramaic was 

only a dialect) we find the zeta of 

Greek, the zain of Hebrew or the zal of 
Arabic. Nazir means holy. chosen, 
guard or warner. Thus Nazir would be 

a fitting title for Jesus who was holy 
in character, a chosen man, a 

Prophet of God, a guard over the 

Lost Tribes of Israel and a Warner 
from God to them. The Greek equiva

lent of Nau, is Haglos : the Holy one 

o/God. 

Now, let us see if this word bas been 

applied in this sense in the Gospels to 

Jesus. In Mark we have an account of 

one of the first miracles of Jesus, the 

healing of a demoniac who on seeing 

Jesus, exclaimed: 

"What have we to do with thee, thou 

Jesus of Nazareth ? Art thou come to 

destroy us ? I know thee who thou an 

the Holy one of God. "2 

In John we find Peter addressing Jesus: 

"And we have beiieved and know thae 

thou art the Holy one of God. "3 

In Luke. the angel which appeared to 
Mary informed her : 

"That the thing which shall be born 

of thee shall be called holy". 4 

I will quote but one more passage f ram 

the Acts : 

"'Ye men of Israel, bear these wbrds ; 

Jesus the Nazarene a man chosen of God 

among you by miracles and "4(onders 

and signs, which God did by him hi'tbe 
midst of you, as ye yourself also 

know."5 

I have given the translation of the 

Codex Syriac Sinaillca. 

l. Isa., JI : I ; Jer., 23 : S. 
2. Mark, 1 / 24 ; cf. l,Jike. 4 : 34. 

3. !ohn, 6 : 69. 

4. Luke, 1 : 35 ; Jolut.,: 69. 

S. Acts, 11 : 22. 
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Similar passagesl can be cited to show 

that the early Christians knew and 

applied the word Holy One to express 

tlie title of Jesus, and, at the same 

time, fo impress upon the minds of 
others the idea of bis character as the 

Messiah. 

I have here only very briefly set out 

the grounds for holding that Nazir was 

the special descriptive title of Jesus. 

The compilers of the Enqc/opaedia 

Blblica say : 

"Therefore, Nazarene must have taken 

the place of some title of the Messiah. 

' The right reading must be Nazir, the 

Holy One, which is the title of the 

Messiab.''l 

It is interesting to note that Professor 

L. Salvatorelli also came to the same 

conclusion, though on somewhat diffe

rent grounds. In his wonderful work : 

II Significato di Nazarno, he opined that 

the Promised Messiah must also bear 
this descriptive title of Nazir. 

Date or Birth 

As might be expected, we find also a 

good deal of confusion regarding the 

date and place of birth of Jesus. The 

dates for the chronology of his life group 

themselves round three points, the nativ

ity, the baptism and the crucifixion. If 

any one of them could be settled con

clusively the rest could be deduced. But 

unfortunately, there is for none of them 

any demonstrative proof and no one can 

fix, with any certainty, the dates of any 

of fhese events. 

Both Matthew and Luke place the 

birth during the reign of Herod, the 

King of the Jews. He reigned from 707 
to 740 of the era of Vero. i.e., from 

37 B. C. B. to 4 B. C. B. Herod, 

according to Matthew some timt-, not 

more than two years, after the birth of 

Jesus, ordered the Massacre of the ln

f ants, and, consequently, Joseph fled 

to, and remained in, Egypt for the rest 

of the King's lire-time,3 Thus, accor• 

ding to Matthew, Herod's death is the 

terminus ad quem for the birth of Jesus. 

The birth of Jesus must have therefore, 

taken place two or, if the period of 
Joseph 's stay in Egypt and bis journey 

is taken into consideration, three or 

four years before 4 B.f!.E, the year of 

Herod's death : and it must, therefore, 

be placed between 8 to 6 B.C.E. 

The appearance of the Star of the 

Magi causes further confusion. Voigt 

bas proved that this star •as really 

Halley's comet, which appeared in 12 

I. Acts, 11: 27; Rev., 3: 7. 

2. Encyclopaedia BibUea, Col. 3360. 

3. Matthew, 11: l, 13, 16, If, ?2. 
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C.E,I The compilers of the Encyclopaedia 

Bib/lea dismiss this incident by remark· 

ing: 

.. The star shines only in the legend 

and derives its origin from Numbers 

XXIV: 17 and the apocryphal imagery 

(Rev. XII : 1)"1 

Luke dates the birth 9f Jesus by a 

general census ordered by Augustus and 

carried out in Syria by the legate Qurin

ius.3 but he also places, in the reign of 

Herod, ari event which preceded it by 

six months, the birth of John the Bapt

ist,4 The only census carried out by 

Qurinius, as Governor of Syria, was in 

the reign of Augustus and could only 

have taken place after the deposition 

of Archelous in 6 C.E. This date (6• 7 

C.E.) is in point of fact also mentioned 

by Josephus.' In any case, this census 

would not have affected the Galileans, 

who were subjects of Antipas. Luke, 

therefore, is not only in contradition 

with Matthew but also with himself. 

Dionysius Exigus, the sixth century 

monk, was the author of the Cl)ristian 
Era, which is sometimes called, after 

bis name, the Dionysian Era. He has 

however, never been relied upon as a 

sound mathematician, for he miscalcu

lated the birth of Jesus and thus started 

the year of the Lord in 754 A.U.G. I.e., 
1 C.E. 

The question is further complicated 

when we test the date of birth with the 

date of baptism. Luke says : 

"Now in the fifteenth year of the reign 

of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 

governor of Judaea and Herod being 

tetrach of Galilee, ... Annas and Caaap
has being the high priests, the word of 

God came unto John the son of Zachari

as in the wilderness." 6 

Tiberius ruled from 14 to 37 C.E., and, 

therefore, the event narrated by Luke 

must have taken place in 29 C.E. Accord• 

ing to Matthew and Luke, the ministry 

of Jesus lasted for one year i.e., up to 

30 C.E. This gives the clue why the 

Dionysian Era fixed I C.E. as the year 

of birth of Jesus, for its author merely 

deducted thirty years, the age of Jesus 

given by Luke,7 when his ministry 

started. But Luke mentions another 

event : the murder of John the Baptist. 

This happened during the ministry of 

Jesus.a The execution of John is also 

I. Vaigt, Die Gesch Jeau und die As-

trologle, 611. 

2. Encyclopaedia Bibllca, Col. 808. 

3. Luke, 2 : 1-2. 
4. Ibid., 1 : 5, 24, 26, ,57. 

5. Josephus, Antiq., .xiii, 13 : 2-5. 

6. Luke, iii : 1-2. 

1. Ibid., iii : 23. 

8. Ibid,; ix : 9 : 11. 
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related by Josephus. He connected it 

with the defeat of Antipas by Aretas, 

who waged war because Antipas had 
divorced Arctas' daughter in order that 

he might marry Herodias. This took. 
place about 36 C.E.1 If we make an.; 
owance for the preparation of war, we 

can safely say that John was murdered 

in about 34 C.E. If this be correct 1he 

ministry of Jesus tnust have started 

later than 30 C.E. Again, Luke mentions 

that these events took place when Annas 

and Caiapbas were high priests. Annas 

was appointed high priest in 7 C.E. by 

Quirinius and deposed in 15 C.E. by 

Valerius Gratus.l Caiapbas on the other 

hand was appointed by Gratus in 18 

C.E. and was removed by Vitellius, the 

successor of Pilate, in 37 C.E.3 

Luke is not, the ref ore, a safe guide to 

follow, and any attempt to reconcile bis 

statements with chronology is futile and, 

in fact, would be to do this evangelist 

too much honour. ••He wished", says 

Schmidt, "to place Mary at Bethlehem 

and, the ref ore, time and circumstances 
had to suit bis pleasure. 4 

It is equally futile to work out this 
date from the date of crucifixion. The 

Synoptics put the crucifixioa on Friday, 

the 15th of Nisan.s John places it on 

the 14th of Nisan.6 We have, therefore, 
to find the year in which Nisan fell 011 a 

Friday, because the Jewish Passovers 

always fell on the 14thof the first Jewish 

month and the Feast of the aoleavened 
bread on the 15th of the month.7 After 

making allowance for the intercalary 

month, we come to the Sabbatical year 
of 35-36 C.E., which may account for the 

three or four years of the ministry of Jesus 

as indicated by -John in bis reference to 

the three Passovers attended by Jesus.s 

The reference of Jesus to the fig tree 

for three years also supports John's 
version.9 

The Synoptic Gospels speak of one 

visit of Jesus to Jeruaalem, and confine 

the ministry to one. year. If John', 
version be rejected, it becomes inexplic

able how Jesus, in the short span of 

the feast days in one year, could have 

brought himself into such decided hos

tility to the ruling party in Jerusalem 

l. Josephus, Antlq., xiii, S : l. 

2. Ibid., xviii. 11 : 1-2. 
3. Ibid., xviii, I 1 : 2-.:,. 
4. Schmidt, Bib/I fur Krllik und Exe

gese, Ill : 1, S. 124. 

S. Matthew, 27 : 62; Mark. IS : 42; 
Lake, 33 : 54. 

6. John, 19: 31. 

7. Lev., 23 : 5,6. 

8. John, 2 : 13-28 ; 7 : 8-14 ; 11 : 5S. 

9. Luke, 13 :• 7. 
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that they contrived bis arrest and death. 

John certainly is more convincing when 

he says that this hostility was gradually 

aggravated during bis frequent visits. 

Besides, the Synoptics record an expre

ssion of Jesus which tells against their 

view. Tbo words : "J:rusalem ! Jerus

alem ! ... how often have I gathered thy 

children together"• would be meaning

less if be had seen Jerusalem once only 

during his ministry. Further, Jesus had 

no right to curse Jerusalem and its 

inhabitants if be had preached bis Gospel 

to them for but a few days. All these 

presuppose many previous visits. 

The date of crucifixion would there

fore fall in about 35 C.E. 

We can check our data by the fact 

that Pontius Pilate held office until 36 

C.E. He was recalled, it is said, because 
of the crucifixion of Jesus. It would 
be natural that it should have occurred 

soon after the crucifixion. Ooe or two 

years is not a long time to elapse, 

especially when it is said that Pilate had, 

in the first instance, to send bis explan

ation, to Caesar. Pilate's successor 

Vitellius also removed Caiapbas, the 

high priest, in 37 C.E., because of the 

same event. Thus if the Mattbean tradi

tiC'ln regarding the date of the birth of 

Jesus is correct (as. already indicated, 

i.e., 8 to 6 B.C.E.) Jesus must have 

been 41 to 43 years old at the time of 

his crucifixion and must have started 

bis prophetic career at about or over 

the age of forty. Irenaeus, who lived 

in the second century and was a Bishop 

of Lyons, noted that the Presbyters in 

Asia Minor had ascribed to Jesus an 

age of forty to fifty years. He also 

recorded a tradition, testified to by the 

elders and said to have been directly 

derived from "the beloved disciple of 

the Lord," to the effect that Jesus was 

not crucified at thirty years of age, 

but that he passed through every age, 

and lived on to be an oldish man.z John 

records an incident which confirms this 

conclusion : 

"Then said the Jews unto him. Thou 

art not yet fifty years old, and bast thou 

seen Abraham.l" 

.. Taking for granted that the Jews were 

talking in round figures, Jesus must 

have been over forty years of age. Had 

he died in 29 C.E. he would have been 

between 30 and 40 years of age, and 

the Jews would have been said forty and 
nat fifty years." 

"The birth of Jesus, therefore, took 

place in about 8 B.C.E., he started his 

(Continued on p. 2S) 

1. Matthew, 23 : 37 ; Lake, 13 : 34. 

2. Hser •• ii, 2: 5, I. 

3. John. viii : 57. 
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Christmas Before Christ ? 

by RICHARD A. SEDLIACIK 

Christmas. is traditionally . the time 
when presents are exchanged. A time 
to sing carols, admire colourful twinkl
ing lights, to roast chestnuts in the fire
place and burn the Yule log. It's when 

family and frieuds get got her for a 
sumptuous Christmas dinner. 

Yet, paradoxically, Christmas is also 

the time of year when suicides, family 
fighU, depression and drunkenness reach 
a peak! 

Stop and think for a moment. Very 

few have ever reflected on why they 

believe wha, they do-why they follow 

the customs they do, or where those 

customs came from. Having been born 

into this world with its religious customs, 
most people naturally accept the customs 

and beliefs of society without ques
tion. 

Have you ever wondered .bow and 

when Christmas originated ? Does it 
really celebrate the birthday of Christ ? 
Was Jesus really born on December 25 ? 

Did the original apostles, whom Jesus 
taught personally, celebrate bis birth• 
day? 

Let's begin this eye-opening study and 
discover the surprising answers! 

Noa•Cbristiaa Origia or Christmas 

1. What does the Bible reveal about 
weather and farming conditions surra. 
unding the time of year when Christ 

was born? Luke, 2 : 6-8, especially 

verse 8. 

Comment 
Many encyclopaedias and other his

torical sources point out that Christ's 

birth could not have occurred in the 

month of December. The shepherds in 

Judea always brought their flocks in 
from the mountainsides and fields and 

corralled them no later than mid-Octa. 
berl They did this to protect the sheep 

and •themselves from the cold rains that 

followed. The Bible itself shows that 

winter in Judea is the rainy season (Song 
of Solomon, ;l : 11 ; Ezra, 10 : 9, 13). 

Encyclopaedias and other reference 
works all show t bat the exact date of Chris• 
t's birth is 11nknow11. If Jesus Christ had 
intended for us to celebrate his birthday, 
then he would have commanded that it 
be done and revealed the ex.act date in 
Bible. But he did aoi. 

There is no biblical record of Christ, 
his apostles or hisChutcb having observ
ed his birthday. Rather, tlie apostle 
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Paul commanded true Christians to 

commemorate the date of bis death (l 

Cor., 11 : 24-26). 
Since Jesus was not even born in De• 

ccmber, what about the various customs 

and traditioas associated with Christ

mas ? Have we assumed that the cus

toms of this most-observed religious 

holiday stem from Christian origins ? 
Christmas customs and practices date 

long bcf ore Christ ! According to the 
Encyclopaeaia Britannica. "Christmas 

customs are an evolution from times that 

long antedate the Christian period - a 

descent from seasonal, pagan, religious 

and national practices, hedged about 

wilh legend and tradition" (15th edition, 
article, ••Christmas"). 

The Encyclopaedia Americana, 1944 
edition, further explains : .. It was, ac

cording to many authorities, not cele• 

brated in the first centuries of the Chris

tian church, as the Christian usage in gene

ral wastocelebrate t bedeathof remarkable 

persons rather than their birth ... A feast 

was established in memory of this 

event [Christ's birth] in the fourtb 
century. lo the fifth century the 

Western Church ord~red it to be 
celebrated r or ever on the day of the old 

Roman feast of the birth of Sol [the 
sun], as no certain knowledge of tbe day 

of Christ's birth existed." 

These authoritative reference works 
further stQte that many familiar Christ• 
mas trappings such as the holly wreath, 

mistletoe and the Yule log are relics of 
pre-Christian times ! 

2. A common custom during the Chris
tmas holidays is to cut down an ever
green tree and decorate it. Does the 

prophet Jeremiah make reference to 

such a practice occurring during his 

time - hundreds of years before Christ? 

Jer. 10 : 2-S. Whose custom was this? 
Verses 2-3. 

Comment 
Have you ever read a clearer descrip

tion of a Christmas tree ? The Bible 

clearly shows that it was ancient custom 
to cut down trees, decorate them and 

put thel\l in their homes I God warned 
bis people not to learn .that way or 

follow it. 

Does Christmas Honour Christ ? 

One of the traditional customs of 
Christmas is the buying and exchanging 
of gifts. Many believe they are follow
ing an example set by the wise men who 

presented gifts to the infant Jesus. 

1. Why did the wise men present gifts 

fo Christ ? Matt., 2 : 1-1 1. 

Comment 

The wise men were not starting a new 
Christian custom. They were not ex

changing gifts with friends to honour 

Christ's birthday I Rather, they were 

following an ancient Eastern custom of 

presenting gifts to a king when they 

came into his presence. They were ap-
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proaching Christ, the "IC.ing of the 

kws" (verse 2, Revised Authorized Ver
sion throughout). 

. These gifts obviously . were not given 
on Christ's birthday because the wise 
men came a number of days, or even 
weeks, after Christ was born. Notice 

also that unlike today they did not ex• 
change gifts among themselves, but 

"presented gifts to Him" (verse 11). 

2. Many who understand that Christ• 

mas evolved from pagan customs or

iginally honouring the sun god will often 

say that they observe it to "honour" 

Christ. But what does God say about 

following the customs and traditions of 

the heathen ? Deut. 12 : 29-31. 

Comment 
God plainly warns bis people not to 

adopt the practices of pagan nations. 
God will not accept this kind of wor
ship, even though intended in bis honour! 

3. Did Christ say it is possible to 
worship him and still do it all io vain? 
Matt. 15: 9. What did he tell his dis

ciples about following man's ideas oo 

h(?W to. worship God ? Mark 7 : 7-9. 

Comment 
God does not want people trying to 

honour Christ by following traditions 

and customs devised by men. Notice 

again God's command. 0 You shall not 
worship the Lord your God io that way" 

(Deut. i2: 31). 

4. Those who celebrate Christmas end 

up breaking many Cif not all) of God's 
commandments. Which cbmmandments 
are these ? Read Exodus 20 : 1-17 • 

Comment 
Christ's name is used in vain because 

be certainly never put his name on Chr

istmas ; lying is involved by telling child
ren about Santa Claus ; and coveting 

material things seems to be the true 

uspirit" of the holiday. And more mur
der, suicide, drunkenness and a host 
of other sins are ~ommitted during the 
Christmas season than at any other time 

of the year !. 

The whole accent of the Christmas 
season is on get, contrary to Jesus' 

statement, "It is more blessed to give 
than to receive" (Acts, 20 : 35), The 

question most often asked at this time 
of year seems to be ••What did you get?" 
-not uwhat did you give?" Probably 
no other day stresses getting, especially 

to children, as much as Christmas. 

God's Commanded Days 

Even though many realize Christmas 
is pagan in origin, some feel it is rather 

unfair to condemn the "'positive aspects 

of Christmas unless there were someth
ing far better to take its place. Happi
ly, there is ! 

1. What days of the year does Ood 
command his people to observe and keep 

(Cont. oo p. 19) 
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EXPBRT ON EMBRYO GROWTH 

CONFIRMS QURANIC VERSION 
(From·p. 8) 

female sex cell,, described 11 centuri~ 

later." 

Another verse talks of the minute, 

dot;Jike (nut/a, in Arabic) amount of 
sperm containing a plan or blueprint 

for future characteristics and f ea
turcs. 

Among the collected Sayings of the 

Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of 

Ailah be on him, that Dr. Moore exa- · 

mined was one that said that 42 days 
after conception, God sends an angel 

to give the dot-like substance human 
fca,ures such as eyes and cars. 

Embryonic research shows that at 

42 days the eyes and ears are· clearly 

visible, Dr. Moore said. 

The angel, according to the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and bless

ings of Allah be upon him, asks God 
each time : "Oh God, (is this) a 

male or a female ?" Again, modern 

research has shown that the sex is not 
distinguishaole until the 12th week, Dr. 
Moore said. 

Dr. Moore believes it is quite reason
.able for ·Muslims to believe that these 
verses are revelations from God and 
hence so-accurate. 

Courtesy: Globe and Mail, Toronto, 
Canada, 2?Noveinber, 1984. 

THUS SPOKE THE HOLY-PROPHET 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be on him) 

Anas said, When the Holy Prophet, 

peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him, went to privy, he used to say : 

"0 Allah ! I seek refuge in Thee from 

impure deeds and evil habits''• (Bukha
ri, 4: 9) 

Anas said, The Holy Prophet, peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him, 

spat in a cloth of bis. (Bukhari, 4 : 

70) 

•A'ishah said, on the authority of the 

Holy Prophet, peace . and blessings of 

Allah be upon him : "'The tooth-Brush 

purifies the mouth and is a means of see

king the pleasure of the Lord''. (Bukha

ri, 30 : 27) 

THE RELIGION OF ISLAM 

by Maulana Muhammad Ali 

Pp. XXXVII+810 
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CHRISTMAS BEFORE CHRIST ? 
(from p. 17) 

holy ? Read Leviticus, 23 : 1-36. 

2. Is there great rejoicing associated 

with God's annual feast days ? Deut., 

16: 13-15. And is there evidence that 

Jesus kept these very sama days ? Luke, 

2: 41-43: John, 7: 1-2, 14, 37. 

Comment 

These and other scriptures show that 

Jesus Christ and the Church be founded 

kept God's yearly festivals. These joyo

us occasions teach and remind bis people 

how be is accomplishing his great 

master plan for mankind. It is through 

the knowledge of these days t.hat one 

can understand what man is, the purpose 

of life and all about the soon-coming 

kingdom of God on earth I 

- The Plain Truth, November, De

cember, 1984 

THUS SPOKE THE HOLY PROPHET 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be on him) 

• Abd Allah said, the Holy Prophet, 

peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him, went to ease himself and he asked 

me to bring him three pebbles. (Bukha

ri, 4: 21) 

Anas reported, When the Holy Pro

phet, peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him, went out for natural evacua• 

tioo, I and a boy used to go and with us 

there used to be a bucket of water. (Bu

khari, 4 : IS) 

lbn Umar said, Two 'Ids occurred to

gether in the time of the Messenger of 

Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him, so he perf.ormed the ('Id) 

prayer with the people, then said : 

''Whoever desires to come to the Friday 

service, he may come ; and whoever 

desires to remain absent, he may re

main absent". (Bukhari, 5 : 166) 

Anas reported, He saw Umm Kul

thum, daughter of the Messenger of 

Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him, wearing a striped garment 

of silk. (Bukhari, 77 : 33) 

Anas said, The Holy Prophet, peace 

and blesssings of Allah be upon him, 

allowed the wearing ·of silk to Zubair 

and 'Abd al-Rahman on account of itch

ing. (Bukhari, 77 : 29) 
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF 

SAHIH AL-BUKHARI (from p. 6) 

H. 584. Masruq reported, "We were 

sitting with • Abdullah when be said, 

••The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings 

of. Allah be upon him, observed that 

people were indifferent (to divine teach• 

ings), so be prayed, "0 Lord, bring 

down upon them seven years of drought 

like the seven years at the time of (Pro

phet) Joseph.' Consequently drought 

came to (Makkah) which made every 

thing perish. People started eating 

bide, flesh of dead animals and put• 

rified corpses. They became so weak 

that if any of them looked towards 

the sky, due to extreme hunger, it 

would appear to him like smoke. So 

Footnote No. 1080 

blessing~ of Allah be upon him, raised 

bis head from the last rak'at, be 

said, "0 Lord". But these words have 

been omitted in the present repetition : 

•.. and bring upon them years (of famine) 

like the years of the time of Joseph. 
And the Eastern section of Mudzar 

tribe used to be hostile to him in those 

days!' Instead of these we find the 

following added here : "fbe Holy 

Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah 

be upon him, said, May Allah forgive 

the tribe of Ghaffar. and bless the 

tribe of Aslam." The Holy Prophet, 

peace and blessings of AJlah be upon 

Abu Sufyan (Chief of Makkah) came to 

the Holy Prophet,tos1 peace and blessings 

him, prayed for these two tribes because 

the former entered Islam long ago and 

the latter had entered into a truce with 

the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings 

of Allah be upon him. We also find 

these wordc; added at the end : "lbn 

Abu Zaoad reported from bis father, 

'The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings 

of Allah be upon him, used to recite 

this ie the Fajr prayer' ? But we have 

already seen in R. 368 reported by Anas 

that Qunut prayer was recited during 

Maghrib and 'lsha prayers. 

1081. Prophecy about the drought is 

menuoned in 44th chapter of the Holy 

Qur'an, The Drought. This is one of the 

group of seven chapters starting with 

Ila Mim from 44th to 46th. They all 

b~long to the period when opposition 

to the Holy Prophet was very bitter 

and active persecution of the Muslims 

had begun which culminated in their 

flight to Abys'-inia. It seems the fctmine 

started sometime before the Holy Pro

phet, peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him, left Makkah and it continued 

till the early period of Madinah. This 

was certainly before the battle of Badr 

that Abu Sufyan came to meet the Holy 

Prophet in Madinah. It was after the fa-
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of Allah be upon h1m1 aod implored, 

"0 Muhammad, you enjoin people to 

obey Allah's comm~ndmeots and to 

be merciful to fellow beings. Your 

own people have been ruined. Please 

prny to Allah.' Allah the Almighty, the 

Glorious revealed, "Wait for the day 

when the heaven brings clear drought 

... b11t you will surely return to evil ... 

on the· day when We shall seize (them) 

with the most violent seizing.' The 

violent seizing was the day at Badr. 
The signs of smoke, violent seizing, 

the ordained punishment and the signs 

mentioned in the chapter •The Romans' 

(of the Holy Qur'an) did come to 
pass. u1os2 

Footnote No. 1081 

mine ended that the Quraish of Makkah 

became more ferocious and started at

tacking Muslims in Madioah. The severe 

seizing as prophesied did happen when 

leading Quraish leaders were killed m 

the battle of Badr by the small 

band of ill-equipped aod persecuted 
Muslims. 

1082. Four prophecies mentioned 

here were made at a time when Muslims. 

were in great distress aod humiliation 
in Makkah. These were : Affliction of 

femine, triumph at the battle of Badr, 

overcoming of Romans over the Irani-

ans and the final victory of Muslims at 

Makkah. 

The word lizam has been twice used 

in the Holy Qur'ao, 20 : 129 and 25 : 
77. From the Hadith it is not clear as 

to what is meant by it. Keeping in 

view the context of the two verses of 

the Qur'an iu which the word lizam ha§ 

been used, it becomes clear that it re

rers to the ordained punishment for 

the disbelievers of Makkah. The final 

triumph at Makkah did give the disbeli

evers a crushing blow and thus the dis

grace and abasement promised for the 

opponents of truth befell them. 

THUS SPOKE THE HOLY PROPHET 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be oo him) 

•Abd Allah ibo Zaid reported : 

The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings 

of Allah be .upon him, performed ablu• 

tion (washing each part) twice. (Bukha

ri, 4 : 23) 

lbn 'Abbas said, The Holy Prophet, 

peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him, performed ablution (washing each 

part) once only. (Bukhari, 4 : 22) 

· Abu Hurairah reported on the autho

rity of the Holy Prophet, peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him, That 

he forbade the wearing of a gold ring. 
(Bukhari, 77 : 45) 
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The Church Mysteries and the 
Ancient Legends - I 
by HAZRAT KHWAJA KAMAL-UD-DIN 

These Moderoi~t deliberations have 

perturbed many minds and aroused con

sternation in many quarters. But a sin
cere Christian need not be led by the 

decision of the Modernist. Though the 

Modernists count in their ranks men 

of high ability and position in the Est
ablished Church, and just as the Church 

in the East ·bas always looked to the 

West for inspiration and guidance, yet 

the former may not abide by the con

clusions of the latter~ so a sincere Chur
chman need 11ot be led by the decision 

of the Modernist, The position seem, 

to be quite a tenable one. Religion, 

after all, is a matter of conscience, a 

matter between man and his God, though 

the sheep of the fold in Christendom 
have always shown implicit obedience to 

the shepherds. 
Many Christians in the East could 

not accept the exposition given by the 
late Dr. Rashdall of the Divinity of 

Jesus, as it did not conform to their 

beliefs ; they not only rejected the views 
of the learned Dean, but looked upon 

him as one outside the Christian faith. 

This sudden upheaval of Modernism, 
and drastic departure from the establish• 

ed and time-honoured beliefs, is excit• 

ing great surprise and doubt, more 

especially in view of the fact that these 
deliberations of the modern Church do 

not give reasons to justify certain in

ferences. The Archbishop of York 
may, in his sermon already alluded 

to, judge the Church to be repulsive, 

but he keeps bis audience in the dark 

as to the why and how of the case. 
Dean Inge, and most of the Churchmen 

with him, may declare the Church in 

the West to be an innovation of others, 

having nothing to do with Jesus : but 

the Dean of St. Paul's does not inform 

his fellow-Christians of the lime and 

mortar which the Apostle to the Gen

tiles, or others·, used in building the 

superstructure of the Church which they 

attributed to Jesus. In short, although 

these ecclesiastics show a sort of suppre

ssed adhorrence to Church tenets and 

practices, and have begun to rebuild it 

on new lines, revising the Book of 

Common Prayer, and curtailing the 

Divine Command1J1ents, yet they are not 

inclined to enlighten the man in the 

street as to bow the material they reject 



January 24, 1985 THE LIGHT 23 

became part and parcel of the Catholic 

faith. 

I, however, try here to make ahumble 

attempt in this direction. I demand 

from my readers a pa.tient and thought

ful perusal of these pages. I request 

my Christian friends to survey the whole 

situation, and consider the facts here 

stated. If they do find that most of the 

received doctrines, practices and sacred 

Christian festivals did originally belong 

to the Pagan world in their very form 

and shape centuries before Jesus appec1r

ed, while be himself seems to have no 

concern whatsoever with them, is it not 
time for his true followers to revise 

their belief, and see religious verities eye 
to eye with others, who are not of their 

persuasion ? Religion, after all, is an in

dividual concern - a matter of coosci• 

ence ; it should not be affected by aoy 

vulgar or mundane consideration. The 

world, as it stands at a critical junc• 

ture ; ours are the days of reason and 

culture. Blind faith, blissful as it may 

be,· should not be our guide, especiaUy 

when the world is inclining towards 

universalism ; the good of the human 
race depends chiefly upon unification, 

while religious differences are the chief 

factor of separation and discord. Un
doubtedly it is their love for Jesus, 
which till now bas so tenaciously attac

hed the Christians to the teachings of 

the Church ; but if the perusal of these 

pages moves their honest judgment to 

see that their doctrinal beliefs go con• 

trary to Jesus, and divest him of all 

the beauty and glory to which he is 

rightly entitled, should they not discard 

them, simply out of respect and regard 

for that noble Personality, if not for 

other reasons ? We Muslims are in no 

way behind others in our love for the 

great Nazarene, and the same love actu

ates me to- write these pages in order to 

create a sort of reconciliation between 

his two sects of followers, the Muslims 

and the Christians. 

Man in the whole creation has happe• 

ned to be a worshipping animal. His 

advanced consciousness creates in him 

hope and fear to an extent unknown to 

other animals. Tbe:1e two passions make 

him bow before many man-made gods, 

if the true consciousness of rehgion 

has not dawned upM bis nascent mind. 

Animism, Spiritism and then element• 

worship played a great role in this dir• 

ection in ancient days ; afterwards be• 

coming, merged io star-worship or sun

worsbip. This great luminary is, to the 

superficial eye, the primeval source of 

all life, the origin of all manifestation 

in the universe, the vivifier and resurre

ctor of dead nature, the upbringer of all 

vegetation, the mover of all activities 
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and, in short, the bestower of all bless

ings. Would it, then, be a matter of 

surprise if the ancient world, with a 

mind not sufficiently developed to 

appreciate the true Deity, bowed down 

to the Supreme Luminary, and became 

doeply affected by the various phases 

he underwent, making them occasions 

qf their sorrows and rejoicings in the 

form of various festivals ? Would they 

not be filled with fear and apprehen

sion when this source of all life, through 

his light and warmth, began to decline 

- as it begins to do after the Autumn

al Equinox - as if fallen within the 

clutches of the demon of dt.rkness ? He 

could not show his face as long as 
man wished or wanted him to show it, 

the night becoming longer and longer. 

His decline continued until it reached 

a climax on a certain day -the Winter 

Solstice. The god bad gone to the 

lowest abyss of the underworld. But 

the change occurred, and the young 

God again came to the horizon to as

cend, as if born again in the under

ground chamber. December 25th was 

thus taken .in the sky-scripture to be 

the date of the birth of the Sun. 

Their joy would know no limit, as 

after that the God of Light would no 

longer be declining but would increase 

in his power, giving more heat and 

light each day. So be continued, but 

on a sudden he came to a standstill 

again. Till that day he was growing 

strong, and seemed to recover the whole 

loss ; days were increased until tbey 

became of equal length with the nigh1-
the time of the Vernal Equinox. But 

now the Sun seems to be impeded in 

his progress. The demon of darkness 

will not allow him to go further ; a 

great struggle ensues between the two 

deities, and the Lord of Light bas per

haps succumbed to the Prince <?f Dark

ness. But lo l the fight ended, the God 

of Light comes victorious out of the 

fatal struggle, and Satan is defeated. 

A day of great rejoicing, the day of 

the victory of God over the Forces of 

Darkness. Is it, therefore, a matter of 

wonder and surprise if the days imme

diatelf following the Winter Solstice 

and Vernal Equinox - the Christmas 

and Easter of our days - became the 

days of great festivities, the day of the 

birth of the Sun-God and the day of 

his victory over the Prince of Darkness, 

in the whole pre-Christian world ? It 

should not be forgotten that, in the 

language of the Zodiac, the Sun enters 
the sign of the Scorpion on September, 

23rd, when darkness prevails, and he is 

in the sign of the Ram at the time of 

the Spring Equinox ; after which he is 

in his ascension. It was quite natural, 

then, if the Scorpion, with "his barbed 
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tail," in the terms of mythology, stood 

for the Prince of Darkness, and the 

Lainb - the Ram - for the God of 

Light, even before the birth of 

Jesus. 

Sun-worship, unfortunately, was the 
most popular creed at the advent of 

Jesus in almost all the countries into 

which bis religion was introduced later 

on. The tree, when it was tender, 

was planted . in a most unc90-

genial soil, and the propagation of the 
faith fell into bands unworthy of it ; 

and that at a time when its true adhe

rents bad hardly become strong and 

competent in the truths inculcated by 

the Holy Teacher. Saul of Tarsus -

the stdf-made apostle of the Gentiles

who was an implacable enemy to the 

Master and a persecutor of bis follow

ers in the lifetime of Jesus, bad no 

chance to learn anything from him. A 

rGnegade from Judaism-the hatred of 

his own people left Saul, afterwards 
Paul, no chance to work among the lost 

tribes to reclaim whom only, Jesus had 

bad come. Paul was driven to the Gen

tiles, the people beyond the pale of 

the Hebraic law. He bad no other re

source, therefore, but to ignore the law 

when he bad to work with those outside 

the law, and to observe it when with 

the people of the law, as he himself 

(Continued on p. 26) 

BIBLICAL ACCOUNTOF msus• 
BIRTH ANALYSED (from p. 14) 

ministry in about 32 C.E. and was put 

on the Cross in about 35 C.E. 

The question regarding the date and 

month of the birth of Jesus is impossi
ble to answer. 

Before I close this discussion, I must 

point out why the thirtieth year was 

fixed by Luke as the year of the com

mencement of Jesus' ministry. Dean 

Milman gives the excuse : 

••The law prescribed the period of 

thirty years for assuming of the most 

important functions, and it was, tbere

r ore, not till be bad arrived at tbi4 

age that Jesus again emerged from bis 

obscurity.1" 

lo the Old Testament we find the 

age given between 30 to SO years;2 and 

of course, Luke could not make Jesus 

wait much longer, and he fixed the mini

mum years for the commencement of 
the ministry of Jesus. 

I. Milman, Life of Cl,rfst, 135. 

2. Num., iv : 3, 47. 
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(Coot. from p. 25) 
says : "To them that are under the law, 

as under the law, that I might gain 

them that are under the law ; to them 

that are without law, as without law, 

that I might gain them that are without 

the law." (Cor., 9: 20-21) 

The door of innovation, once opened, 

remained ajar for ever. A thoughtful 

study of the whole Pauhne literature 

shows that his inspiration came from 

sources other than those of the real 

Christianity. The subsequent builders 

of the new Church s9 founded, found 

the Pauline method of incorporation 

from the current arced a most efficacio

us instrument to win favour for the 

new faith, and make it popular among 

the others. Within a few centuries the 

faith of the Master lost all its pristine 

beauty, and became one with thecurrent 

cult. Is it, therefore, a matter of surprise 

if the Cambridge Conference of the 

Modtroists in 1917 was of opinion that 

the Church of Christ, as it stands, was 

never founded by Jesus ? 

The Mediterranean Sea was in those 

days a sort of lake, surrounded by 

countries under Roman rule ; all of 

which had the same religion practically. 

Though different parts of the then known 

world were far asunder and separated 

from each other by natural barriers, yet 

they believed in the same faith, observed 

the same rites and celebrated the same 

festivals. more or less on the same dates. 

Curiously enough, they had the same 

traditions and the same mythology, 

the difference, as a matter of course, 

being in names. Asia, Europe and Afri
ca, being contiguous to each other, 

could not fail to assimilate rites. rituals 

and beliefs from each other. But to bis 

great surprise, Cortes, the Spaniard to 

penetrate Mexico, found the same · reli

gion there in all its features. In Peru 

and among the American Indians, north 

and south of the Equator, similarlegends 

are, and were, to be found. This similar

ity has excited the wonderment of many 

a writer in the West. But the reason is 

obvious. The sun presents the same phe
nomenon everywhere in the Northern 

Hemisphere ; its phases are the same, 

and occur on the same date in eaeb 

country. Its rise and decline create the 

same effect ; its appearance and disap

pearance, its weakness and its strength, 

must lead to the same phenomena and 

inspire the human imagination with the 

same ideas. Hence religions were the 

same everywhere. At the appearance of 

Jesus there were temples without end 

dedicated to gods like Apollo or Diony

sus among the Greeks, Hercules among 

the Romans, Mithra among the Per-
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sians, Adonis and Attis in Syria and 
Phrygia; Osiris, Isis and Hours in Egypt; 

Baal and Astarte among the Babylonians 

and Carthaginians, and so forth. 

All these Deities were sun-gods, and 
or all or nearly all of them, as Edward 

Carpenter says, it was believed 

that: 

(1) They were born on or very near 
Christmas Day. 

(2) They were born of a Virgin Mo

ther. 

(3) And in a cave or under-ground 

chamber. 

(4) They led a life of toil for man

kind. 

(5) They were called by the names of 

Light-Bringer, Healer, Mediator, Savi

our and Deliverer. 

(6) They were, however, vanquished 

by the Powers of Darkness. 

(7) They descended into Hell or the 

Under-world. 

(8) They rose again from the dead, 

and became the pioneers of mankind to 

the Heavenly World. 

(9) They founded Communions of 
Saints and Churches, to which disciples 
were received by baptism. 

(. 0) They were commemorated by 

Eucharistic meals. 

THUS SPOKE THB HOLY PROPHET 
(Peace and blessings of Allah be on him) 

Hudhaifah said, When the Holy Pro• 
phet, peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him, got up during the night (for 

tahajjud), he used to clean his mouth 
with the tooth-brush. (Bukhari, 4 : 73) 

'Abd Allah reported ·that the Holy 

Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, said : 0 To abuse a Mus
lim is transgression and a fight him is 

unbelief." (Bukhari, 2 : 35) 

Abu Hurairah is reported on the au

thority of the Holy Prophet, peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him, said : 
"The signs of the hypocrite are three : 
when be speaks, be lies ; and when he 

makes a promise, he breaks it ; and 
when be is charged with a trust, he is 

unfaithful." (Bukhari, 2: 23) 
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