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!chapter 106 Al- 1Quraish-The Quraishi 
by Dr. Basharat Ahmad 

(Translated by Imam Kalamazad Mohammed, BA, Dip. Ed.) 

This chapter is a Makkan revelation. that was devoid of food and so th~ir 
Chapter 105, The Elephant, made livelihood depended on trade. Syria lay 
mention of those people who launched to the north of Makkah and was a cold 
an attack against the Ka'bah, the House country while Yemen, a ,vann countr~. 
of Allah, and were themselves annihi- lay to the south; so in the cold sL·a~1 )!l 

lated. This chapter speaks of those who the Quraish carried on trade with Yen tL'll 

guarded the House of Allah with the and visited Syria for trade when th1.: 
result that they lived in peace and were weather was warm. 
free from anxiety regarding their daily 
sustenance. 

Li ilaji Quraish 
For the protection of the Quraish
Ilajihim rihlatash shilaa-e was-sa(l 
Their protection during their journey 
in the winter and the summer. 
Fal-ya 'budu Rabba hadhal Bait 
So let them serve the Lord of this 
House, 
Al-Ladhi at 'amahum min ju 'inw 
wa amanahum min khaz1f 
Who feeds them against hunger, and 
gives them security against fear. 

Quraish was the name of our Holy 
Prophet's tribe. Makkah did not pos
sess cultivable land. It lay in a valley 
surrounded by barren hill-sides-a land 

As they were the guardians of th1.: 
Ka'bah they were treated with great 
respect by all Arabia. Looting and kill
ing and fighting raged in al I parts or the 
country, but Makkah enjoyed complete 
peace, because of people's reverence 
for the Ka'bah. So great was the def
erence shown to the Makkans. that 
when they left their homes on trading 
expeditions no one hindered them, but 
instead people considered it an honour 
to serve them.just because they were 
the protectors of the Ka·bah and this 
reverential treatment is still accorded to 
any Arab who comes from Makkah or 
Madinah. 

This chapter speaks of the colossal 
favour with which Allah. Most High, 
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blessed the Quraish. For a people to 
flourish two things are necessary- a 
stable society. and trade and commerce. 
rrnther. for this to happen. there are t\.vo 
prerequisites- there must be means for 
acquiring food and peace must prevail. 

Firstly. stable social intercourse cannot 
exist amongst a people - that is. dis
parate individuals cannot meet and live 
together unless there is peace and pro
vision for feeding themselves. If d1ere is 
no peace in a city. then people \Vill flee 
from there. Similarly. ifthere is peace 
but no provisions for a regular supply 
of food. then people will leave their 
homes in search of jobs and wages. In 
fact. on many o~casions people leave 
the count!)' itself 

People cannot prosper in trade unless 
it is done on a regular and continuous 
basis. Whether in winter or summer, 
nothing must hinder the free flow of 
trade. Merchants will dc1ive profit only 
when their goods arc sold regularly. For 
example, you sell your goods in a for
eign count1y and then buy merchandise 
there to be sold in your own country. If 
the wheels of trade spin like this, then 
profit will accrue. However, ifthere are 
problems and the goods remain unsold, 
then loss will result. Another necessity 
for profitable trade is that travel and 
transportation should be safe. 

Now let us look at the plight of the 
Quraish. They were living in a land that 
produced nothing, and in which there 
was no peace. Furthermore, there was 
no safety on the roads. Under these 
conditions it was impossible to have 
social and commercial progress. 

Consider now the blessings of Allah -
because of the existence of the Ka'bah 
in Makkah, the inhabitants enjoyed 
complete peace. Looting and fighting 
feared in every area, but they lived in 
happiness and peace, and could carry 

on a prosperous trade in all seasons. 
without intem1ption and with complete 
safety in their journeys. All these favours 
are recalled in these two verses: in U 
ilafi Quraish (For the protection of the 
Quraish) and the verse llafihim 
rihlatash shit a 'i ,,·as-saff(Their pro
tection during theirjourney in the win
ter and the summer) refers to their un
broken flow of trade in eve1y season. 

Allah, Most High, reminds the Quraish 
of His great favour to them, telling them 
that in order for them to meet and live 
together as a civilised society, and to 
enjoy an uninterrupted cycle of trade in 
summer and winter, He has made such 
provisions for their sustenance that they 
no longer had to suffer hunger nor want. 
Secondly, He has protected them from 
all fears and anxieties. The spectre of 
hunger disappeared, because new 
friends and business contacts were 
made during the Hajj season, trade 
flourished and Allah had so arranged 
matters that He placed two countries in 
opposite directions to them, so that they 
could trade during the summer and the 
winter, too. In this way, the wheel of 
trade and profit never ceased turning 
and their civilisation continued to make 
rapid progress. 

As regards peace, whilst the whole of 
Arabia was in turmoil and destruction, 
they lived in peace in Makkah. They 
could go on trading expeditions with
out fear or concern, and could travel 
with their merchandise without let or 
hindrance. How stupendous was the 
favour of that Merciful Lord to the 
Quraish in providing for their suste
nance, and affording them freedom from 
fear when they lived in such a desolate 
place and in such a dangerous country. 

So ifit is the nature of man to love his 
Benefactor, then there was no reason 
for the Quraish not to cherish love in 
their hearts for that Lord, Who was so 
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kind to them. Again. if anyone showers 
such blessings and favours on a nation 
in mak1ng provisions for them to live 
together in a peaceful community, and 
also makes such arrangements for them 
to procure their food that they could 
travel on tradingjoumeys without in
tem1ption and without tear. then it is in
evitable that the hearts of that people 
would be so filled with love for this 
Benefactor that they would consider it 
a badge of honour to worship Him and 
would make more strenuous efforts to 
improve their relationship with Him so 
that His favours to them might be multi
plied. Furthern1ore, in seeking to draw 
closer to Him, they should try to inquire 
into the reasons for the beneficence of 
that Lord. That is the reason for the 
command: Fa/ ya 'budu Rabba hadhal 
Bail (So let them worship the Lord of 
that House). 

In other words, all these favours came 
about as a result of one thing - the 
guardianship of Allah's House, the 
Ka'bah, which was in their city and of 
which they took care. They were the 
protective keepers of the Ka'bah and 
derived benefit from that. It wasAllah's 
will that peace and security should reign 
forever in the Ka'bah. So whichever 
people were its custodians, they de
rived benefit from it, and the reward for 
their services and for their upkeep of 
the Ka' bah was that they became the 
inheritors ofhonour and respect. 

In short, because of their custodianship 
of the House of Allah, He provided this 
barren valley with abundant food and 
blessed its people with peace and tran
quillity in the midst off ear and danger. 
They are told to look at how well Allah 
looked after His House, and in the face 
of this evidence they should therefore 
devote themselves to the service of the 
Lord of that House with such devotion 
that they would neither worship nor seek 



any other god. Instead, He and He alone true worshippers of Rabba hadhal Bait were lost in love with the Lord of that 
should dwell in their hearts. So when (the Lord of this House, the Ka'bah). House with such purity and devotion, 
their hearts become Houses of Allah, spiritual ecstasy will spontaneously 
then these hearts will be cared for just If today we Muslims follow their ex- surge in our hearts. Once the great saint 
as the Ka'bah, the House of Allah, is ample and make our hearts the abode Rabia' Basri (may Allah's mercy be on 
cherished, and they will receive mental of Allah, we shall lack neither physical her) set out to perform the Pilgrimage. 
and spiritual benefits. On the one hand, food nor spiritual sustenance, and we When she was just a mile away from 
they will obtain spiritual nourishment, shall fear no Satan, whether manifeSt or the Ka 'bah she saw in a vision that it 
that is, mystical knowledge in abun- hidden. Further, to whatever continent had come to her and addressed her thus: 
dance, and on the other hand, they will we may go in search of knowledge our "You have come to me from a long dis
be left safe from the attacks of Satan. If hearts will never be polluted by satanic tance, so I have come here to welcome 
they have to travel to tropical or tem
perate countries in search of knowl
edge, even there they will be preserved 
from the machinations of Satan and so 
their faith and piety will remain intact. 
Even more, their intellectual and spiri
tual knowledge will increase and they 
will become the recipients of spiritual 
favours. 

In short, in chapter 105, the Elephant, 
it was stated that any attempt to de
stroy the Holy Prophet (sas) and his 
Companions (rta) was really an attempt 
to demolish the House of Allah, the 
Ka'bah, for Allah dwells in the hearts 
of the righteous. So those who are en
gaged in plans to destroy will meet the 
same fate as that of the Companions of 
the Elephant, that is, destruction and 
abasement. On the other hand, there is 
a promise in this chapter that those who 
build Houses of Allah in their hearts will, 
like the Quraish, be given abundance 
of food and will be made free from fear. 
And this promise was fulfilled to the let
ter in the case of the Quraish who were 
just guardians of the physical House of 
Allah. How much more will be the 
blessings ifwe become custodians of 
the spiritual House of Allah in our hearts! 
This the Holy Prophet (peace and bless
ings of Allah be upon him) and his Com
panions (rta) did, and as a result they 
were endowed with physical and spiri
tual sustenance, and also peace and 
serenity to a degree unparalleled in the 
history of mankind, for they were the 

insinuations and both our knowledge you." 
and faith will increase. 

Every day we stand facing the Ka'bah 
in prayer as we worship the Lord of 
that House, but we do not realise that 
there is a deeper significance in prayer 
in that it is the most effective means of 
bringing the Lord of that House into 
our hearts and also making our hearts 
Houses of Allah like the Ka' bah. 

If we should read the experiences of 
the saints oflslam and learn how they 

Hazrat Rabia' Basri replied: "I haven't 
come for your sake. I have come be
cause of your Lord." 

What a glorious manifestation of deep 
spiritual knowledge and love for the 
Oneness of Allah! When we read an
ecdotes like this our hearts are so filled 
with rapture that we, too, yearn and 
pray to Allah that He should grant us 
the same spiritual blessings. C• 

PROOFS 

QuR'AN 

FROM THE HOLY 

OF THE EXISTENCE 

OF Goo 
A Summary of Hazrat Mirza GhulamAhmad'sArguments 

Edited and translated by Imam Kalama7.ad Mohammed, B.A. Dip. Ed. 
(Continued from December2006 issue.) 

To continue, if man was given lungs, air 
was provided for him to use them. Ifit 
was ordained that water was essential 
for his life, then, through the sun and 
the clouds, arrangement was made for 
him to have water. If he was given ears, 
then melodious voices were created at 
the same time. Together with a tongue 
came delightful voices, and with a nose 
came sweet aroma. Ifhe were given 
eyes, then to make them serviceable, 
the sun was created. 
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It may be possible that chance could 
have created lungs, but how did a 
system designed to produce air for them 
come into being? Chance may have 
possibly created eyes, but it must have 
been a glorious accident that went 
millions of miles away to produce a sun 
by which man benefits. If, on the one 
hand, chance created ears, on the other 
hand, which power was it that created 

voices? Let us assume that in cold 
countries chance produced dogs and 



bears, but what caused these animals 
to possess such long hair as would help 
them to be protected from the cold? 
Thousands upon thousands ofillnesses 
must have cropped up accidentally and 
chance must have produced remedies. 
Chance, too, must have produced the 
scorpion herbs which, when touched, 
induces itching, and chance, too, must 
have created alongside the herbs, 
spinach for man so that he can 
counteract the effect of the itch. This 
accident that the atheists postulate must 
be a wonderful mechanism that, for 
whatever was destined to die, it 
established for it a chain for procreation, 
whilst all those things that are not fated 
to die are bereft of such a system. If 
man were to be born and it was deemed 
that he should never die, then in a few 
years time the world would come to an 
end. Therefore, for this reason, death 
was ordained for him, but the sun and 
the earth do not experience a new birth 
nor would they die. Is it not something 
wondrous that although there is a 
magnetic attraction between the sun and 
the earth, they are stationed so far away 
as to prevent a collision? Are not all 
these marvels sufficient to prove that for 
all these objects in creation there is a 
God Who is not only Knowing but is, 

in fact, possessed with limitless 
knowledge? His laws are so highly 
regulated and from such a sophisticated 
system that there is no discrepancy in 
them nor any deficiency. As for me, my 
very fingers tell me that there is such a 
God. For example, I have been gifted 
with knowledge but if! were given the 
claws of a lion, would I have been able 
to write? The lion was not given 
knowledge, so it was blessed with claws 

whereas I was provided knowledge 
and fingers with which to write. 

In the nations of the world there are 
hundreds of thousands of planners who 
work day and night to ensure the smooth 
running of the country, yet we still 
observe that they make such grievous 
errors as would cause severe and 
dangerous damage to the country. As a 
matter of fact, on many occasions they 
have brought total ruin to the nation. 
Now, if the whole business of this world 
came into existence merely by accident 
and not by design, then it is amazing how 
so many brilliant minds fall into error, 
for this wondrous thing called chance is 
not supposed to make mistakes. The 
truth is that there is a Creator of this 
universe and He possesses infinite 
knowledge. He is also Omnipotent, and 
if that were not so, we would not be 
able to contemplate such a magnificent 

"Then he (Pharaoh) said: I am 
your Lord, Most High. So Allah 
seized him with the punishment 
of the Hereafter and of this life" 
(79:24-25). 

Thus, the incident with Pharaoh gives 
us a proof that is as clear as daylight of 
how rejecters of Allah, Most High, end 
up in an abject and humiliating state. In 
addition to this, atheists have never 
established a kingdom on this earth. On 
the other hand, the victorious in this 
world, the reformers of nations and the 
history-makers have all come from the 
ranks of those who accept Allah, Most 
High, as their Creator. Is there not a 
deep message in the fate of those who 
suffer abasement and calamity in this life 
and who have never been fortunate 

system in operation. Thus, according to enough to gain mlership over a nation? 
the Holy Qur'an: " ... thy look will 

The seventh proofis that those who 
accept the Supreme Being as their 
Master and have deep faith in Him 
are always successful and, despite 
severe opposition from people, no 
disaster alights on them. 

return to thee confused, while it is 2. 
fatigued," but you will perceive that a 
system pervades everything in the world: 
virtue reaps a just reward whilst evil 
meets with punishment; every object 
performs its assigned task and is not 
remiss in its duty even for a second or 
less. This is a vast subject but I wish to Believers in the existence of God are 

born in every country in the world and 
they have been persecuted by their 

end the discussion at this point. 

1. The Holy Qur'an has made it 
known that the deniers of Allah, 
Most High, always end up in shame 
and disgrace and this is proof also 
that they stand for falsehood, for the 
Almighty always gives victory to 
those who believe in Him and 
makes them triumphant over their 
opposers. Thus, if there is no God, 
from what source does this help and 
support come? For example, the 

Holy Qur'an says in relation to 
Pharaoh and Prophet Moses (as): 
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enemies more cruelly than any other 
group of people. Nevertheless, 
opposition to them has always come to 
naught. For example, Ram Chandra 
was banished in exile to the forest, but 
did the perpetrators of this vile act enjoy 
any happiness or did they acquire any 
delight? On the contrary, the name of 
Ram Chandra has been alive for 
hundreds of thousands of years and 
never will his name be tarnished in any 

conceivable way. 



Again, what good came to those who 

r~jected the message of Lord Krishna? 

Were his enemies not destroyed in the 

battlefield ofKauchatra? Take also the 

case of King Pharaoh who forced 

Israelites to work as labourers in making 

bricks for his huge construction 

projects. He rose up in opposition to 

Prophet Moses (as) who was alone and 

helpless at the time, but was Pharaoh 

able to harm him in any way? He, 

himself, was drowned and Prophet 

Moses (as) becan1e a king. The whole 

world knows everything about the 

enmity shown to the Messiah, Prophet 

Jesus (as), and nothing is hidden about 

his elevation to honour and reverence. 

Look at how his opponents were ruined 

and how many kings of the earth 

3. The next proof that solidifies faith 

in the existence of God is the fact 

that Allah, Most High, answers our 

supplications (du 'a). This matter 

has not been restricted to a 

particular people or age but it is a 

phenomenon that holds good in 

every age, as the Holy Qur'an tells 

us in the following verse: "And 
when My servants ask thee 
concerning Me, surely I am nigh. 
I answer the prayer of the 
suppliant when he calls on Me, 
so they should hear My call and 
believe in Me that they may walk 
in the right way" (2: 186). 

Now, suppose someone asks: How do 

we know that God hears? Why should 

a test of this nature. 

As a result of this, a young boy who 

was bitten by a rabid dog and was 

himself afflicted by rabies was chosen. 

Now, the doctors in Kasauli had 

categorically ruled out any efficacious 

cure for this disease and had even 

written that there was no way to heal 

the boy. Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

made petition on his behalfand lo! the 

boy recovered from this terrible illness 

even though this was the first time in 

history that a person who was bitten by 

a rabid dog ever recovered his health. 

Thus, the acceptance of supplications 

is a cogent proof that there is a Supreme 

Being Who answers the prayers of man 

became his servants! And what about it not be said that some petitioners are and this was not restricted to a particular 

our lord and master, the Holy Prophet successful in that their prayers are era but it is something that is always in 

Muhan1mad (sas), who surpassed all in answered just as some others are not? operation. Petitions are heard and 

spreading the holy name of God in the If all supplications were answered in the answered by Allah, Most High, in the 

world? So much was he in love with positive, then no issue would have 

Allah, Most High, that a European arisen. However, if some prayers are 

writer referred to him as a madman (we answered, how do we know that 

seekrefugeinAllah,MostHigh)ofGod chance was not a big factor in it and 

for wherever he went he kept calling that no Supreme Being had responded? 

the name of his Lord. He, too, had his The answer to this is that the acceptance 

detractors and opposers, and even close of a supplication ( du 'a) carries with it a 

family members of his became his sign. Accordingly, our lord, Hazrat 

enemies,butwerethekeysforopening Mirza Ghulam Sahib, speaking in 

the treasures of the earth not placed in 

his hand? If God does not exist, who 

gave him this assistance? 

However, all those who stood up to 

elevate the name of God themselves 

became honoured, exalted and 

victorious as Allah, Most High, tells us 

in the Holy Qur'an: "And whoever 
takes Allah and His Messenger and 
those who believe for friend,; - surely 

the party of Allah, they shall triumph" 

(5:56). 

support of the existence of God, 
offered the following suggestion: He 

asked the doubters to choose a group 

of people who were dangerously ill and 

to divide them by lots in two groups, 

one of which should visit a doctor for 

healing whilst the other be assigned to 

him in order for him to make supplication 

to Allah, Most High, to remove their 

distress. They should then look to see 

which party's illness was cured- the 

doctor's or his. As a result, there would 

be no doubt in the minds of people after 
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present age just as they were in 

previous times. 

4. The ninth proofof the existence of 

God seems to be ilham (words 

spoken by God totheheartofman). 

Although this testimony is placed at 

number nine in the list, it is 

nevertheless a mighty and powerful 

argument which establishes the 

certainty of the presence of God. 

To this effect, Allah, Most High, 

says in the Holy Qur'an: "Allah 
confirms those who believe wilh 
the sure word in !his life and in 
the Hereafter ... " ( 14:27). 

Thus, since in every age Allah, Most 

High, converses with a very large 

number of people, to deny this actuality 

cannot be proper. Not only does Allah, 

Most High, speak to the prophets and 



messengers but He also carries on 
dialogue with the saints oflslam and 
many a time He takes pity on a poor, 
humble servant of His and imparts 
words of consolation to him. As a result, 
even this weak writer has been blessed 
with converse with the Almighty and 
with mighty proof of His presence. This 
is not all. Many a time He speaks to 
very impure and evil-minded people 
also in order to confirm in their minds 
proof of His existence. Thus, very often 
people like sweepers of the streets, 
shoemakers (chamars) and dancing 
girls experience true dreams or an 
inspired word (ilham). In order to 
prove that these intimations proceed 
from a Mighty Being, it often happens 
that they are vouchsafed news of future 
events which all come to pass at the 
proper time thus indicating that these 
matters are not the concoctions of a 
human brain nor the result of indigestion. 
Very often, too, news of things that will 
take place hundreds of years in the 
future are given to them so that no one 
can object by saying that only current 
events are explained in dreams and 

happen only accidentally. Consequently, 
both in the Torah and the Holy Qur'an, 
the stupendous advances of Christians, 
which bring wonder to the eyes of all 
who witness them, have been recorded 
since early times and have been 
explained in plain, unambiguous 
language. In fact, we also find 
references to other events that were 
destined to take place in a later age. A 
fewexamplesfromtheHolyQur'anwill 
suffice, the first of which is: 

I. "And when the camels are 
abandoned' (81 :4), and the 

Hadith also mentions the fact 
that camels will fall into disuse. 

Consequently, with the coming 
on stream of railways in 
modem times, this prophecy 
has been fulfilled. So graphically 
has the Holy Prophet (sas) 
described the railway that a 
picture ofit floats before one's 
eyes and makes it evident that 
he was referring to this form of 
conveyance which will run 
through the power of steam 
and will send out mountainous 
clouds of smoke in its frontal 
part, and in regard to its mode 
of travelling and its load
bearing capacity, it will run 
everywhere like a mule. In 
addition, it will give out a loud 
noise when it starts its run. 
Other signs like these were also 
recorded in the Hadith. 

II. The second prophecy is 
contained in the verse: "And 

when the books are spread' 
(81: 10). If we turn our attention 
to the worldwide explosion of 
books brought about by the 
printing press, we will find that 
there is no need for further 
clarification of this prophecy. 

III. The third reference states: "And 

when men are united' (81 :7). 

It is very difficult to conceive 
of a greater level ofincrease in 
the social contacts that are 
taking place in this age and also 
the ease with which people can 
now meet and interact. 

IV. The fourth prophecy is 
contained in these verses: "The 
day when the quaking one 
will quake the 
consequences will.follow it" 

(79:6-7). These verses tell of a 
future age ( our present time) 
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when there will be a 
widespread occurrence of 
massive earthquakes so much 
so that things that were hidden 
in the bowels of the earth will 
then come into play. 

V. The fifth prophecy comes from 
the verse: "And there is not a 
town but We will destroy it 
before the day of 
Resurrection or chastise. it 
with a severe chastisement. 
That is written in the Book" 
(17:58). As a result, we are 
witnessing today, in an 
unprecedented scale, disasters 
like plagues, earthquakes, 
hurricanes and volcanic 
eruptions from mountains as 
well as the destruction brought 
about by internecine warfare. In 
addition, so great is the 
agglomeration of the causes of 
death and with such violence is 
it attended, that no similar 
conglomeration or severity ever 
existed in a previous era. 

Furthermore, Islam is such a religion that 
in every century, Allah. Most High, 
raises from its community a member 
who is blessed and ennobled through 
Divine revelation. In addition, that 
person proves by wondrous signs that 
there really exists a mighty and powerful 
God, Knower of the Unseen, Who is 
the Planner and Doer of what He 
intends. Accordingly, Allah, Most High, 
sent revelation, in this modem age, to 
His appointed one, Hazrat Mirza 
GhulamAhmad Sahib, who was leading 
a life of powerlessness and anonymity. 

The first of these revelations was 
recorded in Barahin-e Ahmadiyyah, 

published in 1881, and was in Arabic, 



a translation of which is as follows: 

"People will come to thee from 

every remote path in such large 

numbers that the pathways they 

walked on will become deep. 'You 

will be helped by people whose 

hearts I (Allah) have inspired. but 

you should not treat these servants 

of Allah in a demeaning manner. 

After witnessing this huge number 

of visitors. you should not get tired 

or indifferent in your meeting with 
them."' 

This announcement was proclaimed bY, 

a man who was living in a little village, 

Please God. accept my supplication and 

please destroy Islam. I beseech again. 
dear God." 

Of all the Muslims in the world. it was 

only Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

Sahib who published a poster in 

opposition to him in the words: "'O 

(false) claimant to prophethood, come 

and have a duel with me. My choice of 

weapon is prayer (du 'a). Let us both 

prayer to God, entreating Him that 

whoever is the liar between us should 

die first. that is, in the lifetime of the 

other'" (American Telegraph, July 

1902). 

the name of which was not even known However, Dowie, in scornful disdain. 

in civilised circles. Yet, in spite of answeredthus:"Doyoureallythinkthat 

determined opposition and obstacles, I will condescend to reply to these 

the whole world witnessed people from mosquitoes and flies? Ifl put my feet 

every corner of the globe, even as far on them, I shall grind them into dust" 

asAmericaandAfrica,comingtovisit (Dowie's newspaper, News <~l 
him and stay awhile at his home. In Healing, December 1902). 

addition, this peculiarity of the 

abundance of people shaking hands and 

meeting and greeting could not have 

been accomplished by the hand of men. 

Again, is it an insignificant thing that large 

numbers of people have chosen 

voluntarily to forsake their beloved 

homelands and remain here so that the 

name of Qadian has spread throughout 

the world? And is this such a trivial sign 

that can be ignored by a cursory glance 

of the eye? 

Notwithstanding this, Hazrat Mirza 

Sahib replied in his posterof23 August 

1903 in these words: "If Dowie should 

run away from the challenge, still he must 

certainly know that a terrible calamity 

will shortly befall his community. 'Dear 

God! Dear perfect God, kindly give a 

swift decision in this matter and expose 

the falsehood ofDowie before the whole 

world."' 

It is instructive to know what ensued 

The next reference is to Alexander after Mirza Sahib's petition. Reverend 

Dowie, a Christian preacher from Dowie used to live the life of a prince 

America. He claimed to be a prophet with a sum of millions of dollars to his 

of God, and published these foul words name, but as fate would have it, his wife 

in the form of a prayer against the and his son became his enemies and his 

religion of Islam: "I pray to God that father issued a poster saying that Dowie 

the day will soon come when Islam will was born out of an illegitimate union. 
be wiped out from the face of the earth. Ultimately, he was struck with paralysis 
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and, overcome with pain and agony. he 

became insane. Finally. in March 1907. 

with great sorrow and regret. he died 

an ignominious death. Prior infonnation 

concerning this was given to I lazrat 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad by Allah. Most 

High. and it happened just ,ls l'vlir;d 

Sahib predicted in his postl'r or I ( 1 

February 1907. saying that Allah. Mo~t 

High, had spoken saying that I le would 

display a fresh sign which would herald 

a mighty victory. This would be a si):!n 

for the whole world. Do,\ie's 

destruction served as evidence of the 

existence of God. This was a triumph 

for Mirza Sahib over the whole ( 'hristian 

world-both new and old. 

The third reference pertains to Lcklmm1. 

a well-known leader of the Arya Samaj 

group. In the booklet Karanwtus
Sadiqin, published in Safar 1308 AH, 

there is this prophecy related to 

Lekhram: Hazrat Mirza Sahib stated 

that Allah, Most High, had answered 

his supplication and informed him that 

within six years Lekhram would be 

destroyed. His crime was that he had 

hurled foul abuses against the Holy 
Prophet (sa\·) and had poured contempt 

on his character in abominable 

language. Again, in a poster published 

in February 1893, Mirza Sahib related 

the manner of the death of this enemy 

oflslam. Allah, Most High, revealed it 

in Arabic, a translation of which is as 

follows: "Lekhram is like the calf that 

the Samiri made. It is lifeless and 

possesses merely a hollow sound 

without the slightest vestige of 

spirituality in it. Therefore. he would 

receive the same kind of punishment 

that was meted out to the calf of the 

Samiri." 



Now, everyone knows what happened 

to-that calf: it was cut up in very small 

pieces and was burnt, after which its 

ashes were thrown in the sea. 

Further. on 2April 1893, Hazrat Mirza 

Sahib saw in a vision (Barakat-ud
Du ·a. Marginal note 4, 1 st Edition) a 

powerful and dreadful looking 

apparition which was not human but 

~eemed to be a stern and fierce angel 

who asked: "Where is Lekhram?" 

An additional piece ofinf ormation was 

\vritten in Karamatus-Sadiqin and that 

divulged the actual date of the grievous 

punishment - the day after' Id. And so 

it happened that Lekhram was 

assassinated five years after the 

prophecy and this took place on 6 

March 1897, thus proving with 

astounding clarity the existence of God. 

Thus, ilham (revelation) is such a 

phenomenon that to deny its reality is 

to perish in obstinacy and rebellion. 

5. The tenth proof which the Holy 

Qur' an elucidates in order to settle 

all contentions can be gleaned from 

the verse: "And those who strive 
hard for Us, We shall certainly 
guide them in Our ways. And 
Allah is surely with the doers of 
good (to others)" (29:69). 

The person who denies the reality of 

God should surely reflect on the fact that 

if there is really a God, things may turn 

out very badly for him. With this thought 

in his mind, ifhe is a sincere seeker after 

truth, with a heart full of anxiety and 

trepidation, he ought to fall humbly 

before his Lord and, with deep fervour 

and ardour, he should make petition 

thus: "Dear God, ifYou really exist and 

are as Your devotees claim, Possessor 

ofabsolute and unlimited power, then 

kindly have mercy on me and grant me 

guidance from Your Divine Being and 

place in my heart faith and conviction 

so that I may not end up in deprivation." 

If any person makes this supplication 

with a sincere heart and continues it for 

at least forty days, then no matter the 

religion in which he was born, or 

whether he is the king of a country, the 

Lord of all the worlds will surely bestow 

guidance on him. He will quickly realise 

that Allah, Most High, will surely stamp 

the reality of His existence on his heart 

in such an indelible manner that all the 

impurities of doubt and uncertainty will 

be banished far from his heart. 

It is plain to all that this kind of decisive 

judgement contains not the slightest 

trace of deception. Therefore, any 

genuine seeker after truth will never find 

the least difficulty in following this course 

ofbehaviour. 

6. As far as we can observe, every 

single thing in this world is a 

compound. Even the wind is so and 

water also. Thus, if all objects are 

compounds, there must exist 

Someone Who has made them so. 

7. There is a logical and coherent 

system operating in the management 

of the world. For example, the sun 

gives light and thereby the crops are 

ripened; the moon also works as a 

lantern in the night; water quenches 

thirst, etc. In short, all things in 

nature serve to benefit man and 

from this we can make three 

inferences: 

I. Firstly, it can be said that all this 

happens by chance, but this is 

clearly erroneous, for if that 

were so, that would mean that 

sometimes things will happen 

and sometimes not. 

II. Secondly, we may conclude 

that everything in the world 

works at its own discretion and 

volition. That will mean, 

however, that we will be forced 

to accept that there is a plmality 

of gods instead of One. 

III. The third way to explain this 

harmonious system is to 

concede that these things do 

not happen by chance or by 

self-volition, but instead, 

everything in nature operates 

under the guidance of a 

powerful Sovereign. 

If we argue that this could have 8. There are two propositions to 

happened all by itself, then we consider:eithertheworldcameinto 

wouldbecommittingablatanterror. being all by itself or there is a 

For example, if we pick a leaf or a Maker. If we accept the first 

fruit from a tree and throw away supposition, then one will be in 

either one, then that leaf or fruit error, for to come into being from a 

cannot by itself be re-attached to 

the tree. Thus, one can clearly see 

that being a compound is not its 

natural disposition, otherwise it 

would have rejoined itself to the tree 
as soon as it was plucked. 
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state of non-existence constitutes an 

action and for every action there 

must be a Doer Who definitely has 

to be in existence before the action 

is initiated. So, if the world is 

responsible for bringing itselfinto 



being, then one will have to 
conclude that the world existed 
before it came into being, which is 
a patently absurd proposition. We 
are left, therefore, with no other 
recourse but to conclude that 
Someone brought the world into 
being from nothingness, and that 
Someone we call God. 

9. The claim of the atheists that we 
have evolved on our own to 
become the best of creation 
presupposes a creation without a 
creator. If we were to say that we, 
ourselves, are the creators, then we 
will be far off the mark, for the 
creator must pre-date the creation, 
and if this is so (as atheists say), how 
can something come into being from 
nothingness? Thus, since we are not 
our own creators, there must be 
some other Being Who created us, 
and that is the Being we call God. 

10. Another point of consideration is 
that the world is either eternal or it 
is created. If we should hold the 
former viewpoint, we would be 
making a mistake again, for we 
consider something eternal only ifit 
is not in need of any external being, 
force or object. However, we 
observe that everything in the world 
is dependent on some outside help. 
For example, ifthere were no rain, 
the earth could provide nothing by 
itself. Thus, this proves that the 
world is not eternal and thus ifit is 
not so, it has to be created, and 
creation needs a creator. It is this 
Creator we call God. 

an artist. Every single little thing in 
the world indicates by its very 
nature that it most certainly stands 
in need of a Creator to bring it into 
existence. Can we then look at this 
vast universe and say that it came 
into being all by itself? 

12. In our everyday experience we see 
that the more man is acquainted with 
the components and composition of 
a particular thing, the greater will be 
his knowledge of predicting its 
future course. For example, a 
watchmaker makes a watch. As he 
has good knowledge ofits parts and 
make-up, he can predict with a great 
degree of confidence how long the 
watch will last. However, as man is 
not his own creator, he does not 
possess perfect knowledge of the 
various elements of his body and 
the true value of the existing objects 
in the world and so he does not 
have knowledge of what will 
happen to himself or to anything in 
the future. 

Thus, if there is anyone who has 
knowledge of the future, then it will 
certainly be the Creator of the world, 
that is, God. Allah, Most High, sent His 
messengers to the world ( for man, being 
man, does not know what the future 
holds). As a result, the Most High God 
discloses to him news offuture events 
as the Holy Qur'an inf01ms us: "The 
Knower of the unseen, so He makes 
His secrets known to none, Except a 

messenger whom He chooses. For 
surely He makes a guard to go before 
him and a.fier him" (72:26-27). 

11. In this world, we observe that no By this method, Allah, Most High, 
painting comes into being without proves that He exists. We must always 
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bear in mind the announcement of the 
Holy Prophet (sas) fourteen hundreds 
years ago: "But this day We shall save 
thee in thy body that thou mayest be 
a sign to those after thee ... " ( 10:92). 

This is the promise that Allah, Most 
High, made to Pharaoh when he was 
about to be drowned. 

It is interesting to note that the Torah 
states unambiguously that Pharaoh and 
all his chariots sank beneath the sea like 
a stone. The Holy Qur' an contradicts 
this and said that Pharaoh 's body would 
be preserved. Thus, the discovery of 
his mummified body in the present age 
in which we live provides indubitable 
testimony of the existence of God. 

Similarly, the eclipse of the moon aoo 
the sun in the month of Ramadan on the 
thirteenth and twenty-eight days clearly 
testifies to the truth of the Imam Mahdi. 
Further, the fact that this sign was 
fulfilled to the letter in the time of the 
Mujaddid, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad Sahib, in the year 1894 AD 
provides conclusive proof of the 
existence of God and the truth ofHazrat 
MirzaGhulamAhmad Sahib. C-

[Taken from the Pocketbook.] 

And that thou set thy purpose to

wards the Religion uprightly; and 

be not of the polytheists. 

And call not besides Allah on that 

which can neither benefit thee 

nor harm thee; for if thou dost, 

thou shalt then be of the unjust. 

(H.Q. 10:105-106) 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad's 

Discussion with the Christian Delegation from 
Najran at the Mosque in Madinah 

After the conquest ofMakkah in 8th Hijrah when the Holy Prophet of Islam granted general 
amnesty to his arch enemies of Makkah, and granted freedom of religion to its Christian 
people through a formal agreement, ilt can rightly be regarded of great significance in the 
religious history of the world. Following is detailed discussion which took place between 
the Holy Prophet oflslam and the Christian delegation ofNajran (Yemen). 

"Surely the likeness of Jesus is with 
Allah as the likeness of Adam: He 
created him from dust, then said to 
him, Be, and he was. (This is) the 
truth from your Lord, so be not of 
the disputers" (3:59-60). 

All commentators of the Holy Qur' an, 
ancient and modem, agree that these 
verses along with others, were revealed 
when the Holy Prophet was having a 
discussion with the Christians ofNajran 
in the tenth year of the Hijrah. This 
deputation consisted of sixty men and 
was headed by Abdul Masih, the chief 
of the Christians ofNajran. 

The discussion took place in the 
Mosque of the Holy Prophet (saw) 
where the visitors had been lodged and 
permitted to hold their own prayers. In 
Sirat-ul- Halabi, vol. 3 :4; Ahmad 
Zeeni: Anwarul Muhammadia, vol. 
2:311) the visit of this deputation is 
described in full detail. The point at issue 
was the divinity of Jesus. Abdul Masih, 
the leader of the Christians, opened the 
discussion and enquired from the Holy 
Prophet: 

They said: "What do you think of our 
Lord (Sahib)?" 

The Messenger of God enquired: "Who 
is your Lord?" 

They replied: '"Isa. Do you take him to 
be a servant of God?" 

The Messenger of God said: "Yes." 

They then asked: "Have you seen 
any one like him, or have you been 
informed of a man like him? He is 
God because he had no father, he 
raised the dead, he gave 
information of the unseen, he cured 
lepers and he made birds from clay. 
Consider this superiority. Do you 
still call him a servant of God?" 

The Holy Prophet did not answer at 
once for at that very moment came the 
Divine revelation and one of the verses 
revealed was: 

"Surely the likeness of Jesus is with 
Allah as the likeness of Adam; He 
created him from dust, the said, Be, and 
he was" (3:59). 

It may be noticed that the verse does 
not say that the creation of Jesus was 
like that of Adam. I now quote the 
discussion from Tafsir lbn-i Jarir at
Tabari (Vol.3, pp.100-101, Egypt; 
Roohul Ma 'ani, vol.3 p.75, Beirut, 
Lebanon) where it is recorded in full 
detail under this very verse: 

"Masna reported (tracing it to Rabi') 
regarding the verse: 'Allah - there is no 
god but He, the Ever-living, the Self
subsisting by Whom all subsist (al
hayyul Qayyum)' (2:255). 

They (the chief of the Christian 
delegation) questioned: "Who was his 
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father?" 

The Messenger of God replied: "Don't 
you know that no child is born but has 
a likeness to its father in form and 
appearance?" 

They said: "Yes, we know." 

The Messenger of God said: "Don't you 
know that our God is alive and will 
never die and Jesus had to die?" 

They said: "Yes, we know." 

The Messenger of God replied: "Don't 
you know that our God is One to Whom 
everything submits? He is the Custodian 
and Guardian of all and He gives 
sustenance to everyone?" 

They replied: "Yes, we know." 

The Messenger of God questioned: 
"Was Jesus possessed ofany of these 
powers?" 

They replied: "No." 

The Messenger of God then asked: 
"Did Jesus know of any of these things 
except those of which God gave him 
knowledge?" 

They answered: "No." 

The Messenger of God said: "Don't you 
know that Our God neither eats, nor 
drinks, nor does He answer the calls of 
nature?" 

They said: "Yes, we know." 

The said the Messenger of God: "Don't 
you know that Jesus was conceived by 
a woman just as any other woman 
conceives a child, then she gave birth 
to him like every other children, then he 
used to eat and drink and answer the 



calls of nature like other human beings?" 

They said: ·'Yes, we know." 

The Messenger of God then enquired: 
"How can Messial1 be the One you take 
him to be (i.e., God)?" 

Rabi' narrates that the Christians could 
not reply to this question, but would not 
agree and insisted on their false belief. 
As a last resort the Holy Prophet invited 
them in the terms of the revelation: 

"But whoever disputes with you in this 
matter after what has come to you of 
knowledge, then say: Come! Let us call 
our sons and your sons and our women 
and your women, and our people and 
your people, then let us be earnest in 
prayer and pray for the curse of Allah 
on the liars" (3 :61 ). 

The Christians wanted time to consider 
th~ challenge and on the next day Abdul 
Masih and two of his companions 
informed the Holy Prophet that they had 
decided not to accept it, and that they 
,vould not pray against him nor invite 
him to pray against them. Thereupon an 
agreement was entered into whereby 
they were made free to practise their 
religion." 

Frntheron in continuation Tabari quoted 
a hadith originating from Muhammad 
ibn Ja'far ibn Zubair reported by 
Muhammad ibn Hamid that Holy 
Prophet's referring to the attribute of 
Al-Hayy (The Ever-living) during the 
discussion further clarifies that death 
does not overtake Allah while Jesus died 
(qad maata ) as the Christians of 
Najran believed that Jesus died on the 
Cross. 

(Text of the discussion taken from 
Jesus in Heaven on Earth by 
Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, USA Edition, 
1998, pp. 179-181.) C• 

THE INEVITABLE 
DEATH 

English translation of two poems of the 
Promised Messiah 

1. Lovers of pomp and show! 
This is not the place where 
one stays for long. None of 
Your predecessors have lived 
here for ever. 

2. Go and cast a look at their 
tombs, and reflect where all 
your forbears have gone. 

3. One day that place of rest will 
be yours also. One day this 
morning of (your) life will 
decline into evening for you. 

4. One day people will carry 
you in a bier and will return 
home in grief after burying 
you. 

5. 0 people! The pleasures of 
life can never last for ever. Do 
you not ever fear death and 
think of passing away from 
this world? 

6. Just take thought for where 
your fathers and forefathers 
have gone! Who called them 
back and why have they left 
this world? 

7. That day will also be your lot 
one day. Do not ever feel so 
happy; the time of departure 
is slowly drawing near, 

8. Search for the way which will 
cleanse your heart and soul, 
and reduce the baser self to 
nothingness in obedience to 
God. 
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The Inevitable Death 

1. One day you will certainly be 
presented before God, 
No one can ever escape at all 
from death. 

2. You will have to leave this 
transitory world one day. 
Everyone is helpless before 
the Divine command. 

3. 0 man! You will have to stand 
fim1 all the time 
Against grief and sorrow, 
despair and distress, trial and 
anxiety. 

4. Do not despair like this, of the 
audience with God. 
There is nothing difficult for 
Him Who is the Remover of 
all difficulties. 

5. How can humble mortals fulfil 
your desires? 
Make all your petitions 
known to Him Who is the 
true Provider of all needs. 

6. You should efface from your 
heart all the traces of dualism. 
Bow your head only 
Before the Master of the 
heavens and the earth. 

7. You should hate evil and love 
what is good. 
One day you will have to 
appear before your Lord. 

8. How can falsehood prosper 
before truth? 
What worth is a stone before 
a precious ruby? 



Birthday Song for 
Muslims 

Lyrics edited by Sharda Ahmadali 
(Suriname) 

1. Glory to Thee o Allah, 
Thine is the praise, 

Blessed is Thy name, 

Exalted is Thy majesty. 

And there is none to be served 

besides Thee. 

Happy birthday to you, 
May Allah bless you, 
0 Allah, subhaan Allah. 

2. Glory to Thee o Allah, 

Guide us the way, 
Each every day, 

Lead us to prosperity. 

'Cause there is none so guiding 

besides Thee. 

Happy birthday to you, 
May Allah bless you 
0 Allah, subhaan-Allah. 

3. Glory to Thee o Allah, 
Grant us Your presence, 

Wisdom and health, 
Grant us the best we can be. 

'Cause there is none so generous 

besides Thee. 

Happy birthday to you, 
May Allah bless you, 
0 Allah, subhaan-Allah. 

[You can listen to this song, and 
others, at http://www.ivisep.org/ 
islamsongs/songs.htm .] G 

The Three Journeys of Dhu-1-qarnain 
By Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

[The following is an explanation of 18:83-101 of the Holy Qur'an by the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement and is taken from Barahin-e-Ahmadiyyah, Part V; Ruhani 

Khaza'in, Vol. 21, pp. 119-126.] 

Prophecy about the Promised Messiah 
in Surah Al-Kah/ 
The Holy Qur'an is not a book of old 
stories. Every event mentioned in it is a 
prophecy, and the story ofDhu-1-qamain 
contains the prophecy about the time of 
the Promised Messiah. The Holy Qur'an 
says: "They enquire from thee about Dhu-
1-qarnain. Tell them that for the moment 
I shall relate to only you a little about 
him"(18:83). 

Then it says: "We shall establish him on 
earth, that is, the Promised Messiah, who 
will also be known as Dhu-1-qarnain, in 
such a way that no one will be able to 
harm him; and We shall provide him with 
all the means for achieving his purpose 
and shall make everything easy and plain 
for him" ( 18:84). 

Remember, the same revelation concerning 
me was published in the previous volumes 
of Barahin-e-Ahmadiyyah, in which God 
Almighty said: "Have We not facilitated 
everything for you?" Have We not 
provided you with all the means for the 
communication and propagation of the 
truth? Of course, I have been provided 
with all the means for the propagation of 
the truth which were not even available at 
the time of any other prophet. Means of 
communication have opened between 
nations; travel has become so easy that a 
journey of years now takes only a few 
days; transmission of news is such that 
within minutes messages can be sent over 
thousands of miles; ancient texts of 
nations which were out of sight have 
begun to be published; means have become 
available for the delivery of everything 
where it is needed; difficulties in the 
publication of books have been removed 
with the introduction of the printing press, 
so much so that more copies of a book 
can be printed in ten days than was 

previously possible in ten years! A piece 
of writing can now be published 
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throughout the world within forty days, 
whereas previously a man could not 
achieve this even in a hundred years. 

Then Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 
"When Dhu-1-qarnain (who is the 
Promised Messiah), is furnished with. all 
the means, he will follow a certain path, 
(i.e., he will resolve to reform the people 
of the West). He will find that the sun of 
truth and righteousness has set in a muddy 
pool, near which he will find a people in 
the darkness. (These are the Christians of 
the West who will be steeped in darkness; 
they will have no sun to get light from, 
nor will they have clean water to drink, 
i.e., both in practice and doctrine they will 
be in a terrible state; they will be bereft of 
spiritual light and spiritual water.) Then 
We shall say to Dhu-1-qarnain (the 
Promised Messiah): It is up to you either 
to punish them or to treat them with 
kindness. Dhu-1-qarnain (the Promised 
Messiah) will say: We only desire the 
wrongdoers to be punished. They will he 
punished in this life (through our 
supplications), and will suffer severe 
torment in the hereafter. But he who does 
not deny the truth and does good deeds 
will have his reward. He will be required 
only to do what can be done with facility 
and ease." 

In short, these verses contain a prophecy 
that the Promised Messiah will appear at 
a time when the people of the West will 
be steeped in darkness. The sun of truth 
will completely disappear from their eyes 
and will set in a dirty, stinking pool, (i.e., 
instead of truth, they will be infested with 
foul beliefs and deeds). That will be the 
water they will drink. They will have no 
light whatsoever and will wallow in 
darkness. This exactly is the condition of 
the Christian faith today, as described by 
the Holy Qur'an, and the great centre of 

Christianity is also in the Western 
countries. Then God Almighty says: "Then 



he followed a course. Until, when he 
reached (the land of) the rising sun, he 
found it rising on a people to whom We 
had given no shelter from it-So it was. 
And We had full knowledge of what he 
had." (18:90-92). 

That is, "Dhu-1-qarnain (the Promised 
Messiah who will be equipped with every 
means) shall follow another path, (i.e .. he 
will observe the state of the people of the 
East) and will discover a people at the 
place of the rising of the sun of truth who 
will be so ignorant that they will have no 
means of protecting themselves from the 
glare of the sun (i.e., they will be scorched 
by the heat generated by their adherence 
to the letter and their extremism), and they 
will be unaware of the truth. Dhu-1-qamain 
(the Promised Messiah) will have all the 
means of true peace and happiness of 
which We are aware, but the people will 
not accept them. They will have no shelter 
against the glare of their extremism
neither houses, nor shady trees nor 
suitable clothes to protect them from the 
heat. In this way the rising sun of truth 
will bring about their ruin." 

This is an instance of people who have 
the light of the sun of guidance available 
to them, and who are not like those whose 
sun has set, but they derive no benefit 
from the sun of guidance; only their skins 
are scorched, their complexion is darkened 
and they lose their eyesight. This division 
indicates that the Promised Messiah will 
encounter three kinds of people in the 
course of his mission. (1) First, he will 
encounter a people who have lost the sun 
of guidance and are wallowing in a muddy 
and dark pool. (2) His second encounter 
will be with a people who are sitting in 
the sun stark naked, i.e., they do not 
behave with respect, humility, courtesy 
and goodwill. They are worshippers of 
the letter, as if they want to fight the sun. 
Thus they too are deprived of the benefit 
of the sun, and all they get is their skins 
burnt. This refers to the Muslims among 
whom the Promised Messiah appeared, 
but they denied him and opposed him and 
did not behave with modesty and fairness, 

and consequently deprive themselves of 
good fortune. 

Then Allah Almighty further says: "Then 
he followed a course. Until, when he 
reached (a place) between the two 
mountains, he found on that side of them 
a people who could hardly understand a 
word. They said: 0 Dhu-l-qarnain, Gag 
and Magog do mischief in the land. May 
we then pay thee tribute on condition that 
thou raise a barrier between us and them? 
He said: That wherein my Lord has 
established me is better, so ifonly you help 
me with strength (of men), l will make a 
fortified barrier between you and them: 
Bring me blocks of iron. At length, when 
he had filled up the space between the 
two mountain sides, he said, Blow. Till, 
when he had made it (as) fire, he said: 
Bring me molten brass to pour over it. So 
they were not able to scale it, nor could 
they make a hole in it. He said: This is a 
mercy from my Lord, but when the promise 
of my Lord comes to pass He will crumble 
it, and the promise of my Lord is ever true. 
And on that day We shall let some of them 
surge against others and the trumpet will 
be blown, then We shall gather them all 
together, And We shall bring forth hell, 
exposed to view, on that day before the 
disbelievers, Whose eyes were under a 
cover from My Reminder, and they could 
not bear to hear." (18:93-103). 

Dhu-1-qamain (the Promised Messiah) will 
then follow another course and will find 
himselfat a very critical time, which can 
be described as between two barriers or 
mountains. This means that he will find a 
time when people on either side wi 11 be in 
fear, and the powers of darkness, in 
collaboration with the powers of state, will 
present an awe-striking spectacle. Under 
both these powers he will find a people 
who will find it difficult to understand him, 
that is, they will be the victims of false 
beliefs on account of which they will find 
it difficult to understand the guidance 
which he will present to them. 
But in the end they will understand him. 
These are the third kind of people who 
will benefit from the guidance of the 
Promised Messiah. They will say to him: 
"Dhu-1-qarnain, Gog and Magog have 
filled the land with disorder. If you so 

please, let us collect a fund for you so 
that you may erect a barrier between them 
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and us." He will say in reply: "The power 
God has given me is better than your 
funds, but if you be so inclined, you can 
help me according to your means so that 
I may erect a wall between you and your 
opponents (i.e., he would put forth such 
conclusive proofs and arguments that 
their enemies will not be left with any 
ground for criticism or objection against 
their religion.)" He will say to them: "'Bring 
me slabs of iron so that their movement 
can be stopped, (i.e., hold fast to my 
teachings and my arguments, be steadfast, 
and block the enemy's onslaught like a 
wall of iron). Then blow fire into the iron 
until it appears to be fire itself (i.e., feed 
the flames of love for God until you 
yourselves assume the Divine 
complexion)." 

After these verses, God Almighty goes on 
to say: Then Dhu-1-qarnain (the Promised 
Messiah) will say to the people who are 
afraid of Gog and Magog: "Bring me 
copper so that I may melt it and pour it 
over the wall. Thereafter, Gag and Magog 
will not have the power to scale it or to 
make holes in it. " 

Here it should be noted that though iron 
assumes the qualities of fire when left in 
it for a long time, it does not melt easily. 
Copper, on the other hand, melts very 
quickly; and it is necessary for a seeker 
to melt in the path of God. This means 
that the Promised Messiah wi II need such 
eager hearts and mild dispositions as 
would melt under the influence of Divine 
signs. These signs have no effect on the 
hard-hearted. A person can only become 
immune to Satanic attacks when he 
becomes steadfast like iron and that iron 
becomes like fire when touched by the 
fire of Divine love, and then the melted 
heart should melt and cover the iron to 
secure it against disintegration and decay. 
These are the three conditions which, 
when combined, form a wall which 
cannot be scaled or bored through by the 
spirit of Satan. Then God says that all this 
will come about by His grace. It is His 
hands which will accomplish everything 
and human design will have no part in it. 

When the Day of Judgement approaches, 
mischief will reign supreme once again. 



This is the promise of God. 

Time of the Promised Messiah 
Then He says that at the time of Dhu-1-
qarnain (Promised Messiah) all people will 
rise up in support of their own religion 
and will attack each other like the waves 
of the sea. Then the trumpet will be blown 
in heaven, that is, God will raise the 
Promised Messiah and create a third 
people for whom He will show great signs 
until all good people gather under the 
banner oflslam. They will respond to the 
call of the Promised Messiah and will run 
towards him; then there will be only one 
shepherd and one flock. Those days will 
be hard and God will reveal His 
countenance with awe-striking signs. 
Those who persist in disbelief will 
experience hell in this very world in the 
shape of calamities. God says: These are 
the people whose eyes were veiled against 
My Words, and their ears heeded not My 
commandments. Did the disbelievers 
imagine that they could take humble men 
to be God and that I should stand 
dismissed? We shall reveal hell in this very 
world as entertainment for the 
disbelievers, that is, great and terrible signs 
will appear. 

All these signs will testify to the truth of 
the Promised Messiah. See, how the grace 
of the Beneficent One has bestowed all 
these favours on this humble one, who is 
labelled a disbeliever and Dajjal by his 
opponents! 

As a further explanation, the Promised 
Messiah gives the following answer to a 
question on the verse "He found it setting 
in a pool of murky water" ( 18:87) [taken 
from Ruhani Khaza 'in, Vol. 20, pp. 199-
200]: 

First of all, let it be clear that this verse 
holds many a hidden meaning which it is 
not possible to encompass, and under its 
apparent meanings lie hidden meanings. 
The meaning which God has disclosed to 
me is that this verse, taken together with 
the preceding and fol!owing verses, com
prises a prophecy about the Promised 

Messiah and specifies the time of his ap
pearance. The explanation is that the Prom
ised Messiah is also Dhu-1-qarnain, as the 
Arabic word qarn connotes a century and 
the Qur'anic verse indicates that the birth 
and advent of the Promised Messiah will 
cover two centuries. I have lived in two 
centuries according to every known cal
endar, be it Islamic, Christian or Bikramjiti. 
My birth and advent have not been con
fined to a single century, and in this sense 
I am Dhu-1-qarnain. In some ahadith too 
the Promised Messiah has been called 
Dhu-1-qarnain in the same sense as I have 
just mentioned. 

The interpretation of the rest of the verse 
in the context of prophecy is that there 
are two major peoples who have been 
given the glad tiding of the Coming of the 
Promised Messiah, and who are the pri
mary addressees of his mission. In these 
verses, God Almighty describes meta
phorically that the Promised Messiah, who 
is Dhu-1-qarnain, will encounter two 
peoples in the course of his journey. He 
will find a people sitting in the dark by an 
evil smelling pool of water, which is not 
fit for drinking, and is so full of stinking 
mud that it can no longer be described as 
water. These are the Christians who are 
in the dark and who, out of their own 
wrongdoing, have converted the Messi
anic spring into a pool of stinking mud. 

In the course of his second journey, the 
Promised Messiah, who is Dhu-1-qarnain, 
came upon a people sitting in the blazing 
sun without any shelter to protect them. 
They get no light from the sun, except 

that their bodies are scorched by its blaze 
and their skins become dark. These are 
the Muslims, who, despite being blessed 
with the sun of Divine Unity, have not 
derived real benefit from it, but to be 
scorched by its blaze. In other words, they 
have lost the true beauty and true moral 
qualities of faith and have instead partaken 
of rancour, malice, fiery temper and 
beastliness. 

In this manner, Allah the Almighty has in

dicated that the Promised Messiah, who 
is Dhu-1-qarnain, will appear at a time 
when the Christians will be in darkness, 
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and stinking mud, which is called Hama' 
in Arabic, will be their lot. The Muslims 
for their share will have only a dry belief 
in the Unity of God and they will suffer 
from the sunburns of bigotry and beastli
ness and no spiritual value shall remain 
unstained. 

Then the Promised Messiah, who is Dhu-
1-qarnain, will come across a people who 
will be suffering at the hands of Gog and 
Magog. These people will be deeply reli
gious and pious by nature, and will seek 
the help of Dhu-1-qarnain (the Promised 
Messiah) against the aggression of Gog 
and Magog. And he will erect a bright ram
part for them. In other words, he will teach 
them such strong arguments in support 
oflslam as will finally repulse the attacks 
of Gog and Magog. He will wipe their 
tears, help them in every way and stand 
by them. These are the people who ac
cept me. 

This is a grand prophecy which tells about 
my advent, my time and my Jama 'at. 
Blessed is he who reads these prophecies 
with care. Such prophecies are typical of 
the Holy Qur'an, whereby it tells about 
someone in the past, but its real purpose 
is to foretell the future. For instance, Surah 
Yusuf; which on the face of it is only a 
narrative, contains the hidden prophecy 
that as Joseph (as) was initially looked 
down upon by his brothers but was made 
their chief in the end, the same would 
happen with the Quraish. They rejected 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and expelled him from 
Mecca. But he who was rejected came to 

be their leader and their chief. C• 

And it is forbidden to a town which 
We destroy: they shall not return. 

Until when Gog and Magog are let 
loose and they sally forth from ev
ery elevated place. (H.Q. 21 :95-96) 



HAMIDA NANCY BAKSH MOHAMMED 

Hamida Nancy Baksh Mohammed was 

born in Freeport, the daughter of 

Mohammed Habib and Fatima Baksh. 

Her long and outstanding career as an 

educator began early - at the age of 

nine, she was awarded the first Holy 

Faith Convent Scholarship, even though 

she was a Muslim. 

At age twenty, she became the Acting 

Principal of the newly opened ASJA 

Girls' College in San Fernando. Her 

involvement in teaching was lifelong, 

spanning fourty years during which time 

she would teach at the ASJA Girls' 

College, the Couva Government 

Secondary, Lakshmi Girls' College and 

Holy Faith Convent in Couva. He 

students were fortunate-Nancy had 

placed First in the country in her final 

Teacher Training Examinations. 

Nancy had chosen to pursue studies in 

English Literature, graduating with 

Second Class Honours from the 

University of the West Indies and then 

continuing on to receive a Masters' 

Degree in the subject. While at U.W.I., 

she was elected to be the Page to 

Princess Alice, the then Chancellor of 

the University. 

Nancy taught with passion, wanting to 

produce young ladies who were not only 

scholars, but who also had high moral 

and spiritual values. To this end, she 

formed the 13 th Company Girl Guides' 

Group atASJA Girls' College and the 

3rd Company at Couva Government 

Secondary. During her vacations, she 

organized camps in Grenada, Tobago, 

Matelot and Mayaro. She was elected 

to represent the views ofLakshmi Girls' 

College at the first National Symposium 

in Education hosted by Dr. Eric 

Wtlliams. 

Although a graduate in English 

Literature, Nancy's love of Art got her 

involved in teaching the subject. Her 

students' performance at CXC was 

highly recognized - pieces of her 

students' Art were selected and posted 

amongst the outstanding exhibits each 

year. Her own postcard 'Angels Beating 

Pan in Heaven' was judged amongst the 

ten best in a National Postcard 

Competition and pieces of her Art have 

been given by her school as gifts to the 

Cardinal in Rome and to a London 

mosque. 

Nancy's versatility as a teacher also 

extends to Primary School level. 'Miss 

Nancy' is a household name amongst 

S.E.A. students throughout the country. 

She is a gifted Creative Wri ting,,.teacher 

and each year, children, parents and 

even teachers converge on her home 

seeking her assistance so that they will 

do well in the exams. According to one 

successful S.E.A. teacher, "Although 

Nancy is retired, she remains a resource 

person in the area of Creative Writing 

to all. She has given to many in my field 

the confidence and skill to teach the 

subject at a level that brings the kind of 

results of which any school would be 

extremely proud." 
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However, Nancy's greatest source of 

inspiration, motivation and fulfillment is 

in helping others. Whenever she 

recognizes potential in students, she 

gives the support necessary for the 

student to explore their full potential. 

She reflects with pride a student who 

could not afford to pursue her formal 

A'Level studies, was still able with 

encouragement and support from 

Nancy to win a coveted Open 

Scholarship which allowed her to 

continue studies at one of the most 

prestigious universities in the United 

Kingdom. 

In the field of religion, Nancy has served 

as an Executive Member of the Four 

Roads Jamaat for many years. She has 

served as the President of one of the 

Youth Arms of the T.M.L., and has 

represented T.M.L. at conventions in 

Pakistan, Suriname and Guyana. 

Her past Principal says of her "Above 

all, Nancy went the extra mile, 

especially in extenuating circumstances 

for a cause or purpose she believed in. 

However, she shied away from the 

limelight in her giving of charity and 

accepting senior positions." Nancy 

remains in her humility, an outstanding 

teacher, benefactor and Woman. C• 

Du'a 
A servant is granted an an

swer provided he does not 

ask for anything sinful or 

for breaking ties of relation

ship, and provided he does 

not demand an answer 

quickly. 



THE QUR' ANIC COSMOLOGY 
by Maulana Muhammad Yakub Khan 

Much of the disfigurement of the simple, 
natural, rational teachings of Islam has been 
due to infiltration therein of ideas and 
traditions that developed during the long 
centuries among the Jews and Christians. 
Islam came to correct those false accretions 
on the body of these two great predecessor 
faiths, of which it claimed to be but a 
continuation and finalisation, but by a cruel 
irony, itself got enmeshed in those man
woven cobwebs. This process of 
contamination continues even today, 
bedevilling Muslim thinking about their 
Faith, although in quite new ways in the 
context of modern conditions. A typical 
instance in point is the blind re-echoing by 
the so-called modernist Muslims, the cry of 
the Western intellectuals as in the 
inconsistency between the verities ofreligion 
and the truths discovered by modern 
science. 

That there are bright flashes of truth in both 
the Old and New Testaments, no Muslim 
would deny. The Qur'an itselfrecognises the 
survival therein of what constitutes true 
Divine guidance and light. But taken as the 
infallible word of God in toto, there is no 
comparison between them and the Qur'an. 

The Qur'an, on the closest scrutiny, even 
by critics by no means, has been adjudged 
as the uncontaminated Word of God - a 
faithful reproduction to this day to the 
smallest vowel-point of what it was when it 
came out of the Holy Prophet's mouth. The 
Bible, on the contrary, is admitted by the 
highest Church dignitaries to be not the 
infallible word of God. And this makes a world 
of difference between Islam and the two 
sister Semitic religions. For the modernist 
Muslim, therefore, to parrot-like repeat the 
Westerner's declarations about the 
incompatibility of science and religion is a 
case of sheer mental slavery. 

A typical instance of the anti-scientific 
teaching of the Bible, as the distinguished 
writer in our Calcutta contemporary, the 
Epiphany points out, is its picture of the 
earth as flat and stationary, and the sky as 
something like a solid roof with the stars 
stuck up therein. 

He recalls the grim episode how the Church 
persecuted those who denied that the earth 
was flat and stationary. One such 
unfortunate victim was Bruno, who was 
actually burnt at the stake. Another, Galileo, 
was imprisoned for life for the "offence" of 
saying that the earth was not flat and 
stationary, that it was round and moving. 
Apart from this wrong picture of the creation 
of earth and the universe, the writer tells us, 
there are several accounts of the past in the 
Bible, which are no more than "myth" 
folklore and tradition - not exact history in 
our sense of the word." He goes on to point 
out that "even the mathematics of the Bible 
is faulty," as in I Kings 7:23, where the 
circumference of a circle is clearly presumed 
to be three times its diameter. 

This should give some idea of the genesis 
of the revolt of the Western mind, with its 
growing advances in scientific knowledge, 
against the very institution of religion. The 
result was a long struggle between the 
Church and scientists. The Church at every 
step obstructed, even persecuted, scientific 
advance, and it was quite conscientious in 
doing so, because every new discovery of 
science undermined the very foundation on 
which the Church stood - viz., the authority 
of the Bible as the infallible word of God. 
This is how quite understandably the idea 
went on the Western mind that religion and 
science are something quite apart, and 
cannot go hand in hand. While this reaction 
of the Western mind is quite natural, even 
commendable, one cannot but pity that the 
modernist Muslim should also take up that 
cry of the incompatibility of science and 
religion for no better reason than that it 
comes from the West. 

A glance at the Qur'anic attitude towards 
scientific knowledge in general and its 
picture of the creation of the universe in 
particular, should be a source of deeper 
conviction as to the Divine origin of the 
Qur'an as the infallible Word of God. 

The Qur'an not only contains nothing that 
is against the findings of science; its 
statements made 14 centuries ago when the 

A BC of scientific knowledge in the modern 
sense was unknown are being borne out by 
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the latest scientific discoveries of the day. 

To say nothing of there being no 
incompatibility between science and religion, 
Islam regards scientific knowledge as its own 
fulfilment. To bring out the vast divergence 
in this respect between Islamic and Christian 
teachings, suffice it to touch here upon just 
one point - the picture of creation as given 
in the Qur'an. 

The Qur'anic earth is neither flat nor 
stationary. The very word ard, adopted for 
earth, carries the significance of something 
revolving. Incidentally, it may be pointed out 
that not only is the Qur'an the revealed word 
of God, the vehicle employed for that 
revelation, the Arabic language, is itself a 
revealed language, its very vocabulary being 
packed with the underlying significance. The 
word ard is something that revolves, which 
fitly describes this planet of ours which has 
been chosen as a habitat for man. Mark the 
close phonetic affinity between the Arabic 
ard and the English earth, which supports 
the first language given to man, all other 
languages being the progeny of that mother 
language. The Qur'anic sky is not the Biblical 
solid dome studded with stars. It has been 
described as dukhan ( 41: I I), that is, a 
smoke-like gaseous substance, which is an 
apt description of the unbounded expanse 
of space in which the starry creation is 
elsewhere described to be in a state of 
perpetual motion. 

That the planets, even the whole solar 
system, are in a state of perpetual motion 
has been described in the verses: 

"And He it is Who created the night 
and the day and the sun and the 
moon. Al/float in orbits" (21 :33). 

"And a sign to them is the night: 
We draw forth from it the day, then 
lo! They are in darkness; and the 
sun moves on to its destination. 
That is the ordinance of the Mighty, 
the Knower. And the moon, We 
have ordained for it stages till it 
becomes again as an old dry palm
branch, Neither is itfor the sun to 
overtake the moon, nor can the 
night outstrip the day. And al/float 
on in an orbit" (36:37-40). 

These clear references to the sun and the 



moon being in perpetual motion in their 
respective orbits made in the 7th century AD. 
foresaw the modern discovery of the science 
of astronomy by over a thousand years. 

Apart from the starry creation being in a state 
of some sort of motion, it has been indicated 
here that they do so in well-delimitated orbits 
of their own, and keep to those orbits with 
such mathematical precision that there is not 
the slightest deviation, nor trespass by one 
planet on another planet's orbit. The end of 
the above verse forcefully underlines this 
phenomenon by saying that neither the sun 
nor the moon can transgress their prescribed 
lines of motion, the result of this regularity 
of behaviour on their part being the 
phenomena of day and night. That the sun 
is also in a state of motion is a recent-most 
discovery of astronomy, which tells us that 
the solar system also revolves round some 
other more powerful planet. 

This mathematical precision of inter-planetary 
movements has also been emphasised in the 
verse: "Surely Allah upholds the heavens 
and the earth lest they come to naught. And 
if they come to naught, none can uphold 
them after Him. Surely He is ever Forbearing, 
Forgiving" (35:41 ). 

The slightest deviation from their prescribed 
orbits, we are warned here, will be the end of 
this universe. God alone upholds this gigantic 
inter-planetary system in its right balance. 
Once it is upset none can restore it, and all 
will be chaos. 

The world of science is still busy 
speculating and exploring whether at all there 
are any signs of life on planets other than 
the earth. And Qur'an positively declares the 
existence of animal life on other planets in 
the verse: "And of His signs is the creation 
of the heavens and the earth and what He 
has spread forth in both of the living beings. 
And He is All-powerful to gather them 
together, when He will" (42:29). 

Another most startling revelation made by 
the Qur'an about creation is the immensity 
of its volume to the extent that it staggers 
even man's imagination to visualise. How 
eloquently the Qur'anic verse gives some 
idea of this immensity: "Say: If the sea were 
ink for the words of my Lord, the sea would 

surely be exhausted before the words of my 
Lord were exhausted, though We brought 

the like of it to add (thereto)" ( 18: I 09). 

Th~ science of astronomy has only now 
awakened to this fact of the immensity of 
creation. This is how a modern scientist 
drives home some idea of it. If God were to 
detail one of His angels, He says, to rummage 
the immensity of His creation and spot out 
where exactly the planet earth is located, it 
will experience the same difficulty as a man 
who wants to search for a particular particle 
of sand on a sandy beach. What a 

corroboration of the Qur'anic picture that 
whole seas of ink would dry up but God·s 
creation would still remain unrecorded! 

Rather than sheepishly swallow the West
imported pill that science and religion are 
incompatible, Muslim scientists will do well 
to turn to the Qur'an for clues to the 
unfolding of the mysteries of the universe 
which modern sensational feats of 
exploration into space are bravely trying to 

unravel. C• 

Al-Hajj Yahya J. Keeskamp Muhammad Ali 
An Old Dutch Muslim Stalwart in Holland 

By Mohammed Abdallah Hans Drost,Almere, Holland 

(The following is a brieflife history delivered 
on the occasion of Al-Hajj Yahya J. 
Keeskamp's 87 th birthday and the 
inauguration of the Muhammad Ali Library 
at the centre of the Stichting Ahmadiyya 
lsha'at-i Islam, The Hague, Holland on 
October 15, 2000. On this day, a celebration 
was held to honour Haji Keeskamp for his 
lifelong service to Islam through the Holland 
Islamic Mission, Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
lsha'at-ilslam, Lahore. It was originally 
published in the June 200 I issue of The 
Message. We are re-publishing it in tribute 
to Al-Hajj Keeskamp, who returned to his 
Maker on I June 2007.) 

This concise and factual biography is the 
result of the many conversations that I held 
with Haji Keeskamp during the past twenty
three years. He is a conscientious citizen and 
devout Muslim, whose whole life and being 
have been inspired by Islam. I hope that this 
biography will be an inspiration to every 
Muslim. 

Childhood 
Haji Keeskamp was born in Friesland (a 
northern province of Holland) on October 
I 5, 1913. At the age of twelve, he was 
window-shopping at a travel agency. While 
looking at the many brochures, the owner of 
the agency, who knew Keeskamp's family, 
approached him and handed him a pile of 
leaflets and brochures. One of the leaflets 
was about visiting Morocco, and next to a 
photograph of a minaret, it mentioned the 

words: "There is no god but Allah and 
Muhammad is His Messenger." One 
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brochure depicted a travelling reso11 with the 
description: "The call to prayer from the 
minaret is so intriguing and beautiful. that it 
moves many a foreign visitor." With these 
descriptions, the first step towards Islam was 
made, although he was still unaware ofthi,_ 
In the years that followed. he would , i~i1 
book-shops in his spare time to lollk lt)r 
books and information about religion. 
philosophy and parapsycholog). 

At the age of eighteen, he bought a Dutch 
translation of the Qur'an. In this tra11~lc1tio11 
(by Keijser), he notictd an error, or as it ma:
be described, a difference in interpretation. 
between the meaning of a certain <~l·a/, and 
the translator's comment in a footnote. 
These were his first observations on which 
he later built his critical but positive views 
ofreligion and oflslam in particular. 

Period in Indonesia 
In 1935 he joined the army and left for 
Indonesia (at that time still a Dutch colony). 
It was here that he met Muslims and he set 
out to search for knowledge about Islam. One 
day he visited a mosque and met two men 
who were chatting outside. He greeted them 
by saying Assalamu 'Alaikum and shook 
their hands. He explained to them that he 
wanted to know more about Islam and asked 
them if they could help him. While they both 
wiped their hands with their robes, they told 
him that they were just local maulvis and 
that they could not help him. They directed 
him to an office where a young man had been 
watching them from a window. He greeted 
Keeskamp while laughing about the scene. 



Apologising for the behaviour of the two 
maulvis. who had wiped their hands for 
having shaken hands with a kafir 
( unbeliever). he directed Keeskamp to a 
building across the street. There, he said, he 
would meet people who knew more about 
Islam and were actively working for its cause. 
The young man emphatically pointed out to 
him that he should meet and work with the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Group and never with the 
Ahmadiyya Group ofQadian. In the building 
across the street he met a group of young, 
energetic and well-educated Muslims, one 
of whom was named Soedewo. Here he felt 
at home and he decided to join them. At that 
time. that group oflndonesian Muslims was 
busy translating books into Dutch, among 
which was the translation of the Holy Qur'an. 

After Keeskamp had specifically identified 
himselfas a Muslim, his life within the Dutch 
military became uneasy. For instance, he was 
ridiculed for small things such as using rice 
for glue in stead of imported glue from 
1 lolland. 

I llmcver. there was a small group of Dutch 
Muslims within the military with whom he 
could identify. These men had also 
encountered Islam in Indonesia for the first 
time in their lives. 

Kecskamp did not have any problems with 
the Indonesian Muslims and he learned a lot 
from them. At that time he married an 
Indonesian woman; however, in the Second 
World War that followed he lost contact with 
her. Also, at this time he found out that an 
Evangelical group from Zeist, Holland, was 
trying to lure people for their missionary 
purposes. Keeskamp found out that they 
used books and other missionary papers to 
disgrace the Prophet Muhammad (sas). Their 
writings contained all kinds of indecent 
descriptions of Islam and the Prophet. His 
army officers became angry with him for his 
efforts to defend Islam and even threatened 
him to start a military court case against him. 
But brother Keeskamp always put forward 
arguments and facts to prove that the 
Christian propaganda was wrong and could 
instigate an uprising among the population. 
By doing so, he convinced the military by 
revealing the true nature of this Evangelical 
group and all charges against him were 
dropped. During the years up to 1940, he 
gathered a large number of books about 
Islam, Judaism and Christianity. It was his 

first library that he used to study all the 
religions to find the truth in matters of fact. 
Jn this way he was able to reveal untruths in 
many writings, especially in those by 
Orientalists, Christians and 
Jews who attack Islam. In particular, the 
writings ofOrientalists (Western scholars of 
Islam) have to be scrutinised as they often 
come up with conclusions from their studies 
that are just beyond reality and far from the 
truth. During those years the Ahmadiyya 
Lahore Group in Indonesia was able to 
achieve many things with few resources. 
Various books were translated into Dutch 
and were published. One of the most 
impressive works was of course the 
translation into Dutch of the English 
translation and commentary of the Holy 
Qur'an by Maulana Muhammad Ali Qur'an 
by Soedewo. Its printing and pub I ishing was 
paid for by the members of the Jama 'at. The 
women. for example, offered their jewellery 
for that purpose. 

A Holland Islamic Mission was founded and 
it started activities in Holland in 1938. The 
founder was Mirza Wali Ahmad Beg, who 
was sent by the Central Anjuman of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement in Lahore, India, to 
work for the Ahmadiyya Lahore Jama'at in 
Indonesia, prior to his arrival and stay in 
Holland. 

The Second World War was the most 
destructive war ever. The occupation of 
Indonesia by Japan was a disastrous event 
for all the people in that region. All non
Indonesians were interned in camps in order 
to work as prisoners ( of war) for the Japanese. 
Keeskamp was one of them. From the 
beginning of his internment he worked as a 
(hospital) orderly in the concentration camps. 
He wore an armband with both the Red Cross 
and the Red Crescent pictured on it; for this 
bold step the Japanese showed him some 
respect. 

While in the camps he worked for the sick 
and the ailing. He comforted many dying 
people, among them believing Christians and 
Jews, by reciting and translating verses from 
the Holy Qur'an. 

While he was travelling by boat to the 
mainland, the boat was torpedoed and sank. 
Keeskamp was floating on the ocean with 
his Qur'an and prayer mat in his arms. As his 
chances for survival were very slim he let go 
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of his Qur'an and prayer mat. He imagined 
that these would be lying on the ocean 
bottom before he could follow them. 
Howe-ver, after hours of swimming and 
helping other prisoners and Japanese 
soldiers on pieces of floating debris, they 
were saved. The Japanese soldiers that he 
helped to rescue used to call him "you 
swimming man" from that day on. For his 
action he was later 'rewarded' somewhat by 
the Japanese soldiers who sometimes gave 
him extra food, such as bananas and eggs 
which he would distribute among the sick in 
the concentration camps. Keeskamp lost 
everything that he owned in that war. 

After the war he learned that his wife had 
remarried in the belief that he had died during 
the war. He later visited her and urged her 
new husband to take good care of her. 

Keeskamp did not have any belongings, nor 
any books left. After the war he had to start 
all over. He stayed in Indonesia until 1962. 
During that period he collected books for a 
new library. He was no longer in the military. 
In that period Indonesia fought for and 
gained independence. He knew Sukarno 
personally and had various discussions with 
him about Islam. 

During his stay in Indonesia, Keeskamp 
obtained insight in Islam and in particular in 
the influences of other religions upon 
Muslims. 

Return to Holland 
In 1962 Keeskamp returned to Holland. He 
had to leave most of his books behind and 
in Holland he started the collection of books 
for the third library in a row. He lived in 
Amsterdam and opened an art shop. He 
joined the Holland Islam Mission of which 
Maulana Ghulam Ahmad Bashir was in 
charge. He was also a member of the circle of 
the Friends of Islam. Under the auspices of 
the Mian Muhammad Trust, the periodical, 
A/-Fariq, which was earlier started by 
Maulana S. Muhammad Tufail in Dutch, was 
published by Dr MR Mellema of the Institute 
for Islamic Studies in Europe. In this way 
Keeskamp was actively involved in the 
spreading of knowledge about Islam in the 
Dutch language. Islam, according to 
Keeskamp, was firstly and mostly depicted 
in and by the Holy Qur'an. Islam was one 
and must not be divided into groups due to 
cultural or geographical differences. His 



reference was firstly the Qur'an and 
secondly the Sunnah of the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

He consults the sources of the other 
religions in order to form a well-founded 
insight in the general opinions about Islam 
in the past and in the present and this enables 
him to comment knowledgeably on these. 
Since his return to Holland he is actively 
studying Islam and other religions. He has 
published a book, The Power of Islam, and 
he is editing and publishing the periodical, 
Our Religion the Foundation of Truth. He 
writes articles, discusses themes and 
responds to attacks against Islam. In this 
way he is managing the Holland Islam 
Mission on his own, financing it by himself 
on a non-profit basis. This was possible for 
him until a year ago, when due to old age 
and poor health he was no longer able to 
manage the periodical on a monthly basis. 
However, he does continue to write about 
the latest issues and publishes booklets on 
certain subjects. As he says himself: "I'll 
continue until my hundredth birthday!" 

He has always kept in touch with the 
Muslims in Indonesia and he frequently has 
sent information to Suriname and French 
Guyana. The LahoreAhmadiyya Movement 
in Holland has not been able to establish 
itself properly. Due to cultural differences, 
family conflicts and political interests the 
Federation of the Lahore Ahmadiyya groups 
(that mainly consist of Ahmadis from 
Suriname and was established in 1978) has 
not been an effective organisation as it 
should have been. Because of this fact, 
Keeskamp continues the Holland Islam 
Mission in order to stand firm and critical 
towards the Ahmadiyya Lahore groups in 
Holland. 

In issues related to Islam and religion, 
Keeskamp is always encouraging people to 
'think and think it over'. There are two key 
verses from the Qur'an that inspire him: ... 
and use the Qur 'an in exerting your utmost 
power and endeavours in contending with 
... (25:52) 
... and let there be among you a community 
calling to good ... ( 3: 104). 

In 1980, while on a trip to Lahore, Pakistan 
he met with Mrs. Atiyya Black. She was a 
Muslim of American descent and active 
within the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. 

They were married in 1983 and took up 
residence in Amsterdam. She is a continuous 
supporter of Haji Keeskamp. In 1984 they 
travelled to Indonesia in order to meet with 
all the friends of Keeskamp; it was a 
wonderful trip with marvellous hospitality. 
To express the main goal ofHaji Keeskamp 
in one sentence one can say: he spends all 
of his time and money for the propagation of 
Islam in Holland, stressing the need for 
continuity of the work and concentrating on 
the transfer of knowledge, the need to study 
and to ponder over key issues and to warn 
of pitfalls. 

According to him, God has created the soul 
and all human beings are equal in soul; each 
and every revelation to the Prophet is meant 
for all people in all ages. 

Description ofHaji Keeskamp by himself 
"The Friesian nature was my domain. 
All of nature - the bees, the flowers and the 
trees 
Under the blue sky, variations of sun and 
rain showers. 
With city noise in the distance, 
The music of street musicians, 
The traders in second-hand clothing and wall 
paint, 
It's giving it such a nice atmosphere. 
Hearing noises at a great distance, 
Far from the silence at the city's borders. 
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Driven by beauty, 
The hand painted the beauty of a creation 
that does not have any equal. 
One simple picture of a minaret and the text: 
'There is only one God and Muhammad is 
His Messenger,' was enough to ponder on. 
Moved by the call to prayer and guided by 
an invisible hand, 
On the way to nature's religion (HQ: 30:30). 
It was no longer daydreaming on the nature 
of flowers and bees -
But it was the nature of the Master of the 
universe with the revelations of His 
Messenger. 

And which ever way you turn your faces, 
there is He. 

As long as I live, I shall believe in the Holy 
Prophet and in the revelations (to him). It is 
more important to piously enhance justice, 
than to collect wisdom. Still, wisdom is 
needed, as the seventeenth century Dutch 
poet, Vondel, said: "Alas! I fall people were 
wise and worked well, then the earth would 
be a paradise and now ... now it's hell." 
Whoever remains on the straight path in all 
honesty, is a builder of the kingdom of God 
in Heaven and on earth (2: 107, 39:44). 

I do not count myself among those fortunate 
ones. I am unimportant, but what does count 

is a fulfilled dream ofreality- Islam." C,. 



Biography of 
AI-Hajj Maulana Abdur Rahim Jaggoe 

Missionary-in-Islam for the Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at-i-Islam 
Lahore in Suriname and Holland 

Compiled by Rasidoer Rahman Jaggoe 

Maulana Abdur Rahim Jaggoe was born on 
18 August, 19 I 4 in Saramacca, Suriname 
(South America). His parents were Mrs. R. 
Jaggoe and Mr. S. Sukut. At that time it was 
customary to take the surname of one's 
mother and hence his name carried Jaggoe 
as his surname. His ancestors from his 
mother's side hailed from a village near Simla 
in the north of Punjab, India. They came to 
Surir.ame in 1874 on contract to work on the 
sugarcane fields of Catherina Sophia in 
Saramacca. One year later his father's 
ancestors arrived from Calcutta, India and 
were allowed to work in Saramacca. These 
families were Brahmans, the highest caste 
among the Hindus. However his mother's 
ancestors could not adjust themselves to the 
working conditions prevalent and returned 
to India at the end of the contract period. 

In 1917, his parents, with two sons and one 
daughter, moved from Saramacca to 
Paramaribo. Unfortunately, his elder brother 
died in a road accident on his way to school. 
Soon after. his sister died too. Maulana 
Jaggoe, after finishing his primary school 
education, went to St. Paul's Secondary 
School, which was in fact a middle school 
imparting education up to 8"' class. It was a 
Roman Catholic School, so he was required 
to study the Bible and attend Church 
services. He took a keen interest in studying 
the Bible. In the afternoons he attended a 
private tuition centre to learn Hindi. 

While still at school, his father died and his 
mother remarried Mr. Zahoor Mohammed 
from India, who was an educated person who 
knew the Urdu, Arabic, Persian and Bengali 
languages. He had attended the University 
of Aligarh and had studied Islamic theology 
there. He had learnt the Qur'an by heart and 
had studied Hadith. 

Being an orthodox Muslim and a trader, his 
stepfather wanted him to acquire knowledge 
oflslamic theology. His father's knowledge 
and encouragement had increased his 
interest in religion. Maulana Jaggoe was still 
in the middle school, when, unfortunately, 

his stepfather also passed away. 
Circumstances compelled him to leave 
school and look after his father's business. 
But even in these difficult times he managed 
to study books on Islam and other religions. 

There were no Islamic schools in Suriname 
at that time and maulvis [religious clerics] 
conducting services at various mosques 
could not satisfy his thirst for knowledge of 
Islam. So he tried to acquire knowledge 
about Islam through correspondence with 
Islamic centres in India. But it was quite a 
time-consuming exercise as there was no 
direct mail service between Suriname and 
India. Moreover, guidance provided through 
correspondence was not well documented 
and therefore it was not satisfactory at all. 

On 29 January 1939 he married Lailun N issa 
Juthan. Soon after his marriage he decided 
to proceed to India and later to Pakistan to 
acquire religious knowledge at some 
recognised Islamic institution. But his plan 
was thwarted as the Second World War 
broke out. At the end of the war, he again 
started his efforts in this direction. 
Meanwhile his family circumstances had 
also changed. Now he had six children, 
including two orphans, and the drapery 
business to look after. In these 
circumstances, it became difficult for him to 
proceed to Pakistan. But at this difficult 
juncture his brother-in-law, Mr. Abdul Majid 
Hassan Mohammed, offered to help him out 
by looking after his family as well his 
business. Finally, he could inform the 
Suriname Islamic Association, of which he 
was a member and the Imam, about his plan 
to proceed abroad for studies. Fortunately, 
Maulana Bashir Ahmad Minto, missionary 
of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Anjuman in the 
USA, happened to visit Suriname at that time 
as a guest of the Suriname Islamic 
Association. Maulana Minto encouraged 
him to study Islam in Pakistan and made the 
necessary arrangements for him in Lahore. 

It took some time before he received the 
necessary documents from Pakistan as there 
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was no Pakistan Government representative 
in Suriname. Finally, he boarded a ship for 
Holland on 12 September, 1949. In Holland 
he met the Consul General of Pakistan, Mr. 
Lal Shah Bukhari, in The Hague, who 
provided him with the necessary guidance 
and assistance and also gave him a letter of 
introduction for Mr. Fazlur Rahman, at that 
time the Minister for Education. The letter 
facilitated his stay in Karachi and then his 
onward journey to Lahore. It was for the first 
time that he had the honour of meeting Hazrat 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, the world
renowned translator of the Qur'an and Head 
of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. 

He tried to get admission in some class of 
the University of Punjab where he could 
undertake some course in Islamic studies, 
but in view of his formal education obtained 
in Suriname, he was unable to undertake any 
such course. The Central Anjuman of the 
Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement, as agreed 
prior to his departure for Pakistan, made 
special arrangements to provide him with the 
necessary tuition in the Qur'an, Hadith and 
Fiqh and also basic knowledge about the 
teachings of Islam and other religions. 
Among his teachers was the world
renowned scholar of comparative religions, 
Hazrat MaulanaAbdul Haque Vidyarthi. At 
the completion of the two-year course, he 
was awarded a diploma of a fully trained 
mubaligh. During his two years stay he was 
able to write several booklets dealing with 
questions relating to Tarawih, Ramadan and 
Mi'raj. He also compiled and published a 
pocket-size Urdu-Dutch dictionary at his 
own expense. From here, in 1950, he was 
fortunate to perform his first Hajj [Pilgrimage]. 
That year the temperature was extremely high 
and several hundred people had died due to 
heatstroke, but Maulana Jaggoe, by the 
grace of Allah, survived. There he met a 
learned fellow, Mr. Mohaddas Mas'hat, a 
senior lecturer at the University of Madina. 
It was due to his kind hospitality that 
Maulana Jaggoe received special care and 
attention. 

He was about to complete his academic 
period when in October 1951, Hazrat 
Muhammad Ali, Head of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement, passed away. Hazrat 
Maulana had taken a keen interest in 
Maulana Jaggoe's education and other 
arrangements. Soon after, he left Pakistan for 
his homeland, Suriname. On his way back, 



he stayed for a couple of weeks at Woking, 
England as a guest of Dr. Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah, In-charge of Woking Muslim 
Mission and Imam of the Shah Jehan 
Mosque, Woking, England, and discussed 
with him his future plans for the propagation 
work in the West Indies and South America. 
From England he went to Trinidad, where 
Moulvi Ameer Ali, Mufti of the Trinidad 
Muslim League, welcomed him. Here he was 
able to seek his guidance for planning 
missionary activities in the Western 
Hemisphere. From Trinidad he stopped over 
for a few days in Guyana. Finally he reached 
Suriname on 23 November, 1951 where his 
family, members of the Suriname Islamic 
Association, and a large number of his 
admirers came to welcome him. After taking 
some rest and settling his family and 
business matters. he resumed his duty as 
Imam of the Suriname Islamic Association 
and reorganised tab!igh [propagation] work 
and the education of the youth. 

He took a keen interest in the social and 
cultural activities of the country. which 
enhanced the importance of the Suriname 
Islamic Association as the vibrant Muslim 
organisation of the country. He was given a 
special invitation by the Bharat Ouday 
Foundation of Guyana to attend its first 
centenary celebration of the arrival of 
Indians in Guyana. As he had a fair amount 
of knowledge about Hindi and Hinduism, he 
was appointed a member of the Examination 
Board by Baboe Mahatam Singh of India, 
who had organised special classes for 
teaching and promoting Hindi. 

During his tenure of almost 29 years in 
Suriname, he held various important posts 
and did commendable work in the field of 
creating religious harmony and propagating 
the true and rational teachings of Islam. 
Below is a briefaccount of his appointments 
and commendable work: 

1 November 1953: 
Muslim Marriage Officer, appointed by the 
Ministry oflnternal Affairs, Suriname. 

1 January 1954: 
Member of the Executive Committee of 
Landsgrond Boniface, on the 
recommendation of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Suriname. 

10 March 1955: 
Swearing-in Officer at the courts appointed 

by the Ministry of Law, dealing with 
Muslim marriage and divorce cases. 

11 July 1961: 
Member of the Advisory Committee 
regarding Asian marriages, on the 
recommendation of the Governor of 
Suriname and nominated by the Minister 
of Home Affairs. 

1 October 1962: 
On the request of the Ministry of 
Education, delivered lectures on Islam and 
comparative religions at Secondary 
Schools and Teachers' Training College. 

During this period he undertook an extensive 
tour of Guyana on the instructions of the 
Central Anjuman of Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman to establish a central organisation 
of the Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha'at-i Islam 
in Georgetown. Guyana. 

In 1964 he became a member of the World 
Congress of Religions and Peace. and on 
the invitation of this international 
organisation he attended its several 
conferences held in various countries. 

Due to the efforts and commendable 
organisational capabilities of Maulana 
Jaggoe and also his contacts in Saudi Arabia 
he organised large groups to perform Hajj 
[pilgrimage] in Saudi Arabia for five 
consecutive years. During these trips he also 
took the groups to India and Pakistan. 
Impressed by his commendable service to 
his community in leading Hajj groups to 
Saudi Arabia, whereby more and more people 
became interested in the performance of Hajj, 
KLM arranged a chartered flight to Saudi 
Arabia and requested Maulana Jaggoe to 
lead this special Hajj flight. Afterwards. he 
led several Umrah [ visting Makkah] groups 
to Makkah. In total he performed two Umrah~ 
and seven Hajjs. 

Jn recognition of his meritorious service to 
his community in the field of religion and 
culture, the Suriname Islamic Association 
(Surinaamse Islamitische Vereniging), on his 
50'h birthday, awarded him a golden brooch 
bearing the insignia of the Holy Qur'an. 

One I March 1968 he was made a life member 
of the international organisation, Divine Life 
Spiritual Club, of India. 

In 1972 Queen Juliana of the Netherlands 
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awarded him the Ridder in de orde van 
Ora,~je-Nassau [Knight in the Orc!er of 
"Oranje Nassau" - Orm~ie-Nassau is a 
combinatipn of the names of dynasties. Every 
year on the birthday of the Queen of the 
Netherlands. a list of honourable people is 
made. There are always three to five people 
on the list who get this banner and other 
decorations.] In the same year he received a 
special invitation from the Minister for Hajj 
of Saudi Arabia to attend a conference. He 
used this opportunity and organised a group 
of pilgrims. On arrival he and his group were 
welcomed by the Minister. The local press 
covered his visit and published articles about 
him in the daily newspaper. Uka::.. of Jcddah. 
Arrangement was also made for him to sec 
His Royal Highness King Faisal. but due to 
his preoccupation with the Hajj delegation 
and the conference. he was unable to avail 
himself of this rare opportunity. 

He remained Chief Imam and religious head 
of the Suriname Islamic Association for 29 
years- from 1945 to 1974. During this period. 
besides his multifarious duties and 
engagements, he also edited the weekly 
.Jumu 'ah Akhhar single-handedly. 

On 14April, 1974 he left Suriname for Holland 
to settle there permanently. First he stayed 
with his eldest son at Korfoedreefin Utrecht. 
Finally he got his own home. For six months 
he carried on lectures and religious 
discussions with various groups. Then. with 
the help of some devoted members from 
Suriname, he was able to purchase a school 
building to hold congregational and other 
religious functions. By the grace of Allah, 
within three years the building became 
insufficient because of the increasing 
number of members. so in 1977 the 
AhmadiyyaAnjuman lsha'at-i Islam, Utrecht 
was formed and a spacious and well-located 
church building was purchased. This 
building was converted into a mosque with 
arrangements made for congregational 
prayers on the first floor and a grand hall on 
the ground floor for religious meetings and 
cultural functions. Ten years later the 
Anjuman was formally registered. At this 
thriving religious centre he started special 
classes for training Imams. There, students 
were taught a special course and after 
qualifying were given certificates. Some of 
these trained students are carrying on 
lmamat work at various centres in Holland. 

In 1982 his efforts led to the formation of a 



federation with representatives from various 
Ahmadiyya Jama 'ats in Holland. It was 
called the Federation of AhmadiyyaAnjuman 
lsha'at-i Islam, Holland. This federation 
consists of two representatives from each 
Jama'at. 

Maulana Jaggoe had a busy schedule. He 
delivered talks and lectures at the invitation 
of various religious and cultural 
organisations in Holland. Some of the 
important talks have been published in the 
form ofbooklets. 

At the invitation of various organisations 
and branches of the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman in various countries of the world, 
he attended several conventions and 
anniversaries celebrations. He undertook two 
world-tours during which he visited all the 
Ahmadiyya organisations and important 
personalities in each country, even though 
he had to undertake longjoumeys. He visited 
the Indonesia Jama 'at [branch of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement] several times and 
cherished the memories. There he met some 
of the intellectuals and devoted members of 
the Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at-i Islam, 
Indonesia. He had the honour of meeting 
Brother Sodewo, one of the founders of the 
Jama 'at in Indonesia and the person who 
translated Hazrat Maulana Muhammad Ali's 
English translation into Dutch. This was the 
first translation ever rendered into a foreign 
language. He also met the well-known 
president of the Indonesia Jama 'at, Dr. 
Ahmad Muhammad, who sadly died in an 
accident at Mina while performing Hajj. In 

1994, the Suriname Islamic Association 
celebrated its 65 ... anniversary. On this 
occasion, in recognition of his meritorious 
services to the Association and to the cause 
of Islam in South America and Western 

Hemisphere, he was awarded the medal 
Sitara-i Ahmadiyyat ['The Star of 
Ahmadiyyat']. 

He carried on the responsibility of lmamat 
of the Utrecht Mosque and running the 
I ma mat course for students from Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam etc. while he was in fairly good 
health. But after the death of his wife his 
health started deteriorating and he was 
shifted to an Old Peoples' home outside 
Utrecht, viz. Dr. Voorhoeve Huis. After a brief 
illness which last for a couple of weeks, he 
peacefully expired at the age of93 on 8 May 

at 18.40 in Utrecht. 

Maulana Al-Hajj Jaggoe has left behind 
eleven children - nine sons and two 
daughters - was a grandfather of thirty-one 
and a great-grandfather of nineteen. 

He was always very grateful to the Almighty 
Allah for His help, blessings and mercy, 
which he had received during his life. He 
also expressed his deep appreciation for his 
beloved wife, Lailun Nissa, who always 
stood by him, welcomed and warmly served 
everyone who visited him, and who 
supported him with devotion in achieving 
his noble goal. 

Some of his publications are: 

• Dutch-Urdu Dictionary 
• Mas 'a/ah Taraweeh 
• Qiyam-i Ramazan 
• Mas 'a/a Raja' Yadain 
• Muslim Prayer Book 
• Muslim Catechism in Dutch 
• Advent of Reformers in Islam 
• Reply to some questions about the 

Quran raised by Watchtower. 

References: 

• Notes of Maulana Abdur Rahim 
Jaggoe 

• Information provided by Dr. J. P. 
Kaulessar Sukul M.A. 

[Taken from http://aaiil.org/text/biog/biog/ 
abdurrahimjaggoe I .shtml.] 

MY LATE FATHER AS I SAW HIM 
By Shafiqur Rahman Jaggoe 

(We are thankful to Rashidur Rahman Jaggoe for providing us with this English 
translation of the contribution made in Dutch on the funeral day.) 

ln-naa lil-laahi wa in-naa ilaihi raji 'oon. 
Surely we are from Allah and to Him is our 
eventual return. 

Assa/amo 'a/aikum wa Rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May peace, mercy and blessings 
of Allah be on all of you. 

My dear respected elders, brothers, sisters 
and friends, I am thankful to my family for 
giving me the opportunity to say something 
to you about my late father. I would also like 
to thank you all for your sympathy and 
support to our family at this time of sorrow 
and bereavement. Today I will talk about how 
we, brothers and sisters, have known our 
father. 

We have known our father more like an Imam 
than as a father, as he devoted much of his 
time and attention towards the service of 
Islam. 

In Suriname, we saw our father leaving home 
early in the morning to go to his shop, 
coming home for supper, and then again 
going out to do some discussion or teaching 
work. He came home late in the night when 
we were sleeping. 

Whenever occasionally we went to the shop, 
we saw him not only doing his business, but 

also busy in some religious discussion. Or, 
he had gone on some appointment to deliver 
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dars-i Qur 'an at somebody's house or to 
attend a late evening meeting of the Islamic 
Association. Sunday was the only day he 
spent some time with us, if he did not have 
to go out for some religious work. 

In Holland, it was a little different. He did not 
have to look after any business and it was 
easy for him to organise his work in a planned 
manner. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this, however, does 
not mean that he had no time for us or he did 
not look after our comfort or education. I am 
really amazed how he managed to discharge 
family responsibilities and still devote much 
of his time for the service of Islam. 

By the grace of Allah and due to the utmost 
devotion of our affectionate mother and great 
pains which our late father took we were 
brought up very well. We were taught and 
trained in the best possible way and were 
encouraged to work hard to obtain a good 
education for a better future in life. 

My late father, as you can imagine, had 
multifarious responsibilities. In the first place, 
his responsibility as a father and then as an 
elder of the family was always uppermost in 
his mind. Members of the family always came 
to him for advice and support. In addition, 

religious and social responsibilities towards 
the Ahmadiyya community, and several 



government and non-government 
organisations occupied much of his time. 

My father was a man of strong conviction, 
firm detennination, unusual resilience. He had 
great stamina to accomplish any work 
assigned to him. This shows he was imbued 
with many qualities of head and heart. The 
most conspicuous characteristic of his 
personality which endeared him to young 
and old was his love and affection. In his 
private discussions and public speeches he 
spoke with command and confidence. 
Besides this, he was a very sociable person, 
who listened to others' point of view 
patiently and tried to explain to them his 
views with cogent arguments in a very 
congenial and persuasive manner. In short, 
he was an honest, sincere and 
compassionate person who was also always 
optimistic. 

As he travelled a lot in connection with his 
propagation work, he had developed 
worldwide contacts. When we came of age 
we saw him going abroad almost every year. 
We specially remember the time when he 
organised Hajj groups because in those days 
several farewell and welcome parties were 
held and we enjoyed the festivities attached 
to those occasions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, my late father lived 
like a true Muslim. He practised tolerance 
and entertained exceptional attitude towards 
all, irrespective of colour, creed or religion. 
Thus he tried to demonstrate truly the Islamic 
spirit of tolerance and good behaviour 
towards Muslims as well as with people 
belonging to other faiths. 

He spent sixty years of his life in serving the 
cause of Islam and the objectives of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement and organised the 
Ahmadiyya community both in Suriname 
and Holland not only to support the 
propagation work but also to educate them 
to live the life of a true Muslim. 

During the last days of his life, when he and 
our mother were not enjoying good health, 
we advised him to curtail his religious and 
social activities. But his passion for the work 
and service to his fellow beings went 
unabated. Though his failing health did not 
allow him to respond to the call of 
invitations, yet people would visit him at 
home and hold discussions and seek his 

advice on various religious issues, and our 
dear mother, with shaking hands and legs, 
would still entertain the visitors. 

Once, in the middle of the winter season, he 
was leaving home with a high fever to teach 
religious lessons, and when we tried to stop 
him, he said "When I am going to do the 
work of Allah, I don't care what will happen 
to me, even if there is risk to my life. It is 
Allah Who looks after me." So he left home 
and luckily nothing happened to him and he 
came back safely. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are really proud 
of our devoted mother and greatly 
appreciated her invaluable support which 
she extended to our father in his extremely 
strenuous work. She always welcomed 
visitors with a smile and was extremely 
hospitable. And it will not be an exaggeration 
to say that with her support and devotion 
our late father was able to accomplish so 
much in spite of his limited means. The 
biography ofmy late father, compiled by our 
learned brother Rashidur Rahman Jaggoe, 
gives a glimpse of how extensive was the 
area of our late father's activities which he 
ventured to do on his own. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we all believe that 
there is a life after death and the Holy Qur'an 
has explained it by giving various examples. 
Life does not end with death but it continues 
in another world though the nature of that 
other life is spiritual and not physical. The 
state of paradise or hell evolves out of one's 
good or evil deeds. According to the Holy 
Qur'an, the punishment of the hell is not for 
ever. It is a remedial state which comes to an 

[The late MaulanaAlx:lur Rahim Jaggoe 
had a wide circle of admirers, friends 
and relatives in Holland as well abroad. 
Hundreds of emails, condolence mes
sages and telephone calls were re
ceived. Several condolence meetings 
were held at The Mosque in Utrecht 
and Barbara Uitvaart Centrum Hall at 
Egginklaan, Utrecht. Many of these con
dolence emails and messages have 
been published by Bro. Akbar Abdullah 
in his International Edition of the HOPE 
Bulletin published from the USA, includ-
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end after due punishment is endured by the 
sinner. 

Paradise is not a place to enjoy exotic 
pleasures as it is generally visualised from 
the metaphorical description given in the 
Holy Qur'an and the sayings of the Holy 
Prophet (sas). Things of the spiritual world 
can only be explained in metaphor. The 
description of Paradise in the Holy Qur'an 
as a garden with rivers flowing in it is clearly 
stated to be a parable or likeness, not an 
actuality in terms of this life: "A parable uf' 
the garden which is promised to those who 
keep their duty: therein flow rivers; its fhliis 
are perpetual and its plenty" (13:35). An 
explanation of these words was given by the 
Holy Prophet (sas) himself when he said: 
"Allah says I have prepared for My righteous 
servants what no eye has seen and no ear 
has heard, and what the mind of man has not 
conceived" (Bukhari, 59:8). 

Ladies and gentlemen, we thank Allah fi.w 
everything our father taught us by way or 
his caring affection, words and deeds. and 
the zeal he displayed in serving the causc , , 1 
Islam and people. His devotion to pronlllk 
the objectives of the Ahmadiyya Mo\c1m·1" 
and in particular his efforts to bring harnw11~ 
and integration among people of ditfrrcnt 
faiths are commendable and a sourcc , 1 I 
inspiration for us. I take this opportunit) to 
thank all the people who have shared llt1r 

griefand sorrow and paid tributes to our late 
father in various condolence meetings held 
since his death. May Allah enable u~ to 
follow in his footsteps to earn the blessings 
of Allah. 

ing the condolence messages of our re
spected Hazrat Ameer of the Lahore 
Ahmadiyya Movement, Dr. Abdul 
Karim Saeed and Bro. A. S. Santoe of 
Rotterdam. 

From 9th to 12th May, 2007 several of 
Maulana's Jaggoe's colleagues. friends. 
admirers, relatives and people belong
ing to various walks oflife and faiths 
paid glowing tributes to the memory of 

the late Maulana. Among them can he 
mentioned the names of Mr. Abdoel 



Wahaab Muradin, Mr. Noer Sardar, 
Mr. Muhammad Islam Allie, Mr. John 
Karamatali, Mr. Shaam Panday (rep
resentative ofSanatan Dharam), Mrs. 
J umraten Ragghoe Jaggoe (daughter), 
Mr. Shafiqur Rahman (son), Mr. Feroz 
Razab Sheikh, Bro. Sattar, Bro. Nasir 
Ahmad, former Editor of the Light and 
long-time friend of the Maulana, who 
came all the way from London to make 
his special contribution on the funeral 
day and who led the Janaza prayers. 

· 1 ·he following is the English translation 
of Bro Nasir Ahn1ad's contribution in 
Urdu made on that solemn occasion. 
The final condolence meeting and burial 
were held on 12th May, 2007 at 
Daelwijck Cemetry, Utrecht-Ed.] 

IN MEMORY OF THE 
LATE 

MAULANA ABDUR 
RAHIM JAGGOE 

From the Holy Qur'an 
·· Wherever you are, death will 
overtake you, though you are in 
towers raised high" (4:78). 

"We have ordained death among 
you" (56:60). 

''Say: The death from you flee, that 
will surely overcome you; then you 
will be sent back lo the Knower of 
the Unseen and the seen, so He will 
in.form you of that you did" (62:8). 

"And spend out of that which We 
have given you before death comes 
to one <?f you, and he says: My Lord, 
why didst Thou not respite me in a 
near term, so that I should have given 
alms and been of the doers of good 
deeds? But Allah respites not a soul, 
when its term comes. And Allah is 
1ware of what you do" (63:11). 

"Blessed is He in Whose hand is the 
kingdom, and He is Possessor of 
power all things, Who created death 
and life that He might try you - which 
of you is best in deeds. And He is the 
Mighty, the Forgiving" (67:2, 4). 

"Everyone on this earth passes away 
-and there endures for ever the 
person of thy Lord of glory and 
honour" (55:26, 27). 

"Surely good deeds take away evil 
deeds. This is a reminder for the 
minq'fuI'' (11: 114) 

"And those who are steaq'fast seeking 
the pleasure of their Lord, and keep 
up prayer and spend of that which 
We have given them, secretly and 
openly, and repel evil with good; for 
such is the happy abode - Gardens 
of perpetuity, which they will enter 
along with those who do good from 
among their fathers and their spouses 
and their offspring; and the angels 
will enter in upon them from every 
gate" (13:22, 23). 

"And what is with you passes away 
and what is with Allah is enduring. 
And We shall certainly give to those 
who are patient their reward for the 
best of what they did. And Whoever 
does good, whether male or female, 
and is a believer, We shall certainly 
give them rewardfor the best of what 
they did' ( 16:96, 97). 

"Wealth and children are an 
adornment of the life of this world; 
but the ever-abiding, the good works, 
are better with thy Lord in reward and 
better in hope" ( 18:46) 

"As/or that which does good to men, 
it tarries in the earth" (13:17). 
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From the Bible 
"What man is he that liveth, and shall 
not see death? Shall he deliver his soul 
from the hand of the grave?" (Psalms 
89:48). 

"For dust you are, and to dust you shall 
return ( Gen. 3: 19). 

"All go to one place; all are of the dust. 
And all turn to dust again. Who 
knoweth the spirit of man that goeth 
upward, and the spirit of the beast that 
goeth downward to the earth. 
Wherefore I perceive that there is 
nothing better than that a man should 
rejoice in his own works; for this is his 
portion: for who shall bring him to see 
what shall be after him?" (Ecclesiastes 
3:20-22). 

"The truly righteous man attains life, but 
he who pursues evil goes to his death" 
(Proverbs, 11: 19). 

"For dust we are, and to dust you shall 
return" ( Gen. 3: 19). 

The verses from the Holy Qur'an and 
the Holy Bible are self explanatory. They 
remind us that man lives for a limited 
time on this earth and when he dies his 
body of flesh goes into the earth and 
his soul goes back to the Creator and 
on the Day of Judgement he shall 
account for his good or evil deeds. 

For now I would like to comment on 
only verse 2 of Chapter 67 of the Holy 
Qur' an which I recited at the beginning. 
Its translation is: "It is Allah Who created 
death and life so that He might try you 
- which of you is best in deeds." 

We observe that the natural process is 
that life comes into existence through 
birth and eventually it comes to an end 



through death. But in this verse death is 
mentioned first and then life. In my 
humble opinion, by bringing death first 
and then life, the Divine wisdom seems 
to be to emphasise that death is the 
ultimate end of a human life and it is in 
this case that the helplessness of man 
and the All-powerfulness of Almighty 
Allah is undoubtedly unchallengeable. 
In the case of birth, the human element, 
like the inter-mingling of husband and 
wife and at times the doctor's assistance 
in case of complications, play a great 
part. Man usually forgets Allah's 
benevolent hand working in the whole 
process of the birth and development 
of the child. That is why Allah reminds 
a believer in these words: "But when 
He gives them a good one ( or a healthy 
child), they set up with Him associates 
in that which He has given them. High 
is He above what they associate with 
Him"(7:190). 

So in the case of birth, the human 
element apparently is more evident than 
the hidden hand of Allah, but in the case 
of death, man's helplessness and Allah's 
final decree and His All-powerfulness 
are overwhelmingly indomitable. Man 
has no alternative but to confess and 
realise that all human efforts become 

through righteous deeds and charitable 
acts and love for one's fellow human 
beings that one can make the life on this 
earth peaceful and sublime and 
consequently earn pleasant and abiding 
rewards from Allah in the form of His 
mercy, forgiveness and blessings. Divine 
scriptures have given metaphorical 
depiction of these blessings in the form 
of beautiful gardens, flowing rivers, 
lovely companions and various other 
exotic scenes of Paradise. 

Brothers and sisters, the law oflife and 
death or growth and decay works 
throughout nature, but it has a special 
meaning in reference to man because 
death does not end his life but is really 
the starting point for a new life of spiritual 
progress. Life to him below is, 
therefore, a trial, that is, a means of 
bringing to light his hidden qualifications 
for the performance of good. 

Again, reward or punishment for good 
or bad deeds gives an incentive to life 
and makes it purposeful, otherwise in 
the limited span oflife some good works 
remain unrewarded for which, 
according to Allah's assurance, one will 
be recompensed in the hereafter. 

helpless before the All-powerfulness of From a Muslim's point of view, faith in 
Allah.AndAllah wishes to draw man's a life after death is the last of the basic 
attention to this phenomenon oflife. articles of faith in Islam. The word 

generally used in the Qur' an to indicate 
Brothers and sisters, the fact is that these this life is al-aakhirah, which means 
verses repeatedly bring to our attention that which comes after. Death, 
that this life on earth is going to end one according to the Qur' an, is not the end 
day,andaftercrossingthestateofdeath of man's life; it only opens door to 
man enters into the next phase of life. another, a higher form oflife ( 56:60, 61 ). 
All the prophets of Allah, from Adam Just as from the small life-germ grows 
down to the Holy Prophet Muhammad the man, and he does not lose his 
(may peace and blessings of Allah be individuality for all the changes which 
on all of them), through divine revelation he undergoes, so from this man is made 
and their personal example and thehigherman,hisstatebeingchanged, 
exhortations, tried to explain the true and he, himself, being made to grow 

nature of life and death-that it is only into what he cannot conceive of at 
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present. 

The opening chapter of the Qur·an. 
entitled the Fatihah, which is the 
quintessence of the Book, is somev,hat 
like the Lord's Prayer to Christians. It 
is actually the chapter which plays the 
greatest part in creating a true Muslim 
mentality, for Muslims must recite it in 
the five prayers, over thirty times daily. 
In this chapter, Allah is spoken of as 
the Master of the Day ofRequital. and 
thus the idea that every deed must he 
requited is continually brought before 
the mind of the Muslim. This constant 
repetition of the idea of a requital of 
deeds undoubtedly impresses on the 
mind the reality of a future life. when 
every deed shall find its full reward. The 
reason for attaching so much importance 
to a Ii fe after death is clear. The greater 
the faith in the goQd or had 
consequences ofa deed, the greater is 
the incentive which urges a man to. or 
restrains him from, that deed. Therefore 
this belief is both the greatest impetus 
towards good and noble actions. and 
the greatest restraint upon evil or 
irresponsible deeds. 

Brothers and sisters, after this briefnote 
about the concept oflife after death in 
Islam, let me briefly pay my humble 
tributes to my very esteemed brother, a 
respected elder and one of the great 
servants of Islam, the late Maulana 
Abdur Rahim Jaggoe. My friendship 
and association with him started from 
the time he came to Lahore in 1950. It 
was winter time and it must have been 
quite hard time for a person coming from 
a tropical country like Suriname, 
especially when we did not have proper 
heating arrangements in Pakistan at that 
time. One day, in the morning at the 
Fajr prayer, everyone was amazed to 
see him in the cover-all dress of an air 

force pilot, which enabled him to be 



comfmtabk and bear the extreme cold. 
\:ot canng for nor complaining about 
the extreme cold of winter and the 
unbearable summer of Pakistan, 
\laulana Jaggoe put his heart and soul 
in his studies. In the swmner, sitting on 
a bare chair with books on a table, he 
would spend homs studying the Qur' an, 
Hadith or other religious books or 
engrossed in compiling a Dutch-Urdu 
dictionary so that back home in 
Suriname he could teach people how 
to understand the meanings of the Urdu 
translation of the Qur'an and other 
literature. 

During one summer, the late Maulana 
decided to pcrfc-rm Hajj. That year, the 
summer was so hot that hundreds of 
pi! grims died ofheatstroke. The system 
of communication and media 
information in those days were not at 
all satisfactory. We were all extremely 
concerned about the Afa11/ana as it was 
L'Xtremclv difficult for him to bear such 
heat. But Allah granted this devotee of 
Islam such patience and strength that 
he performed the Hajj with exceptional 
devotion and enthusiasm and returned 
to Pakistan safely. 

During almost two years ofreligious 
training, he was fortunate to obtain 
knowledge of the Qur'an, Hadith and 
literature of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
from great scholars like Hazrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, Hazrat MaulanaAbdul 
Haque Vidyarthi and Hazrat Maulana 
Abdur Rahman Misri. On his return to 
Suriname he rendered longstanding 
service to the cause oflslam not only in 
Suriname but also in Guyana and 
Trinidad, and infused the Jama 'ats in 
these countries with new zeal and 
devotion. He organised and led more 
than eight Hajj groups to Saudi Arabia, 
which included women and old people. 
On all these trips his organisational 

abilities, patience, stamina and above 
all his spirit of care, affection and 
hospitality were enviable. In recognition 
of his unique service to Muslims and to 
the people of Suriname in general the 
Governments of Suriname, Saudi 
Arabia and lately Holland honoured him 
with the highest awards and testimonials 
of appreciation and commendations. 
These awards alone provide ample 
testimony to the selfless service and 
devotion to the cause of religion and the 
promoting ofinterfaith harmony among 
different communities in the Western 
hemisphere. A unique thing about him 
was that if he came to know of a single 
Ahmadi or a Jama 'at or an Islamic 
centre anywhere in the world, Maulana 
Jaggoe made every effort to visit and 
thereby he developed contact and 
instilled in them a new zeal to study 
Islam and propagate it. How a man with 
limited resources could manage to 
undertake such extensive travelling is 
amazing. He toured Suriname, Guyana 
and Trinidad several times, visited all the 
Jama 'ats and did commendable work 
in reorganising and establishing them on 
a sound footing. His work for the cause 
of Islam and the Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement will remain an important 
chapter in the hist01y of the Movement. 
Besides his devotion and selfless service 
to the cause oflslam, his silent help and 
monetary contributions for people in 
need speak loudly for the humanitarian 
aspect ofhis life which not many know 
about, but being close to him, I stand 
witness to it. And that is why 
everywhere and in every country he 
visited, children, women and men have 
love and admiration for him. 

From an ordinary shopkeeper selling 
cloth, he rose to the height of being a 
worldwide servant oflslam. It shows 
his extreme love, devotion, exemplary 
zeal and sacrifice for the cause oflslam. 
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But in spite of his worldwide fame and 
high stature, he was an extremely humble 
and pleasant person. He was an 
impressive speaker who could explain 
difficult points of religion in simple 
words. He could speak fluently in Urdu, 
English and Dutch, and somewhat in 
Arabic also. His demise has deprived 
us of a very loving brother, a respected 
elder, a sympathetic, hospitable and 
caring servant oflslam. Physically, he 
is no more among us, but his sincerity, 
affection and selfless service to the 
cause oflslam and fellow human beings 
will keep his memory alive in our hearts. 

Maulana Jaggoe was a fine person in 
all respects. He was a perfect Muslim 
who had feelings of love and respect 
for all regardless of their country, religion 
or status in life. And this all-embracing 
quality of the Maulana endeared him 
to everyone and today, on his 
departure, everyone is laden with grief 
and wishes to say farewell with prayers 
and tears. 

I fervently pray that All-merciful Allah 
may grant this true believer a high place 
in His sight and shower on the departed 
soul His choicest blessings. May He 
also enable us to follow in his footsteps 
and inculcate in us zeal and commitment 
to serve the cause oflslam and to serve 
all hwnanity. This is the way to keep his 
memory alive and to seek the mercy of 
Allah for him. 

In conclusion, I would like to express 
my heartfelt condolences and deep 
sense of grief and sympathy on behalf 
of my family in England and Pakistan, 
whom the late Maulana loved like an 
affectionate father, and whenever he 
visited Pakistan he would meet them or 
try to contact them by phone - Mrs. 
Jamila Khan, President of the UK 
Jama 'at, Dr. Zahid Aziz and Bro. 
Shahid Aziz, and all other members, 



especially Mrs. Bano Anwar, members 
of the CentralAnjuman in Lahore, all 
the members residing in Dams Salaam, 
especially Mr. and Mrs. Arshad Alvi, 
his two esteemed friends and helpers, 
Bros. Faizur Rahman and Yakoob 
Ahmad, and lastly, on behalf of our 
respected Hazrat Ameer, Dr. Abdul 
Karim Saeed. 

May Allah shower His choicest 
blessings on the departed soul and grant 
forbearance to the members of the 
bereaved family. 

Sharifan Yusuf -
Centurian 

Besides taking care of her five children, 
she loved to grow houseplants and help 
her husband tending to the highbred 
milking goats which he reared. 

Sharif an was on active member of the 
(San Fernando) Prince Albert Street 
Jama 'at as well as the San Fernando 
Muslim Women'sAssociation since its 
inception in 1948 and is considered 
now an honorary member. She has an 
affinity with this masjidwhich was given 
by her father to the Muslims of San 
Fernando in 1894. Here she attended 
maktab and learnt to read Arabic and 
speak Urdu. 

Sharif an Yusuf was born on 4 September 
1906. She was the daughter of Shetookbai'atatthehandsofMaulana 
Rahamut and Samoondaree. Her father, Sadruddin in 1970 when he came to 

Rahamut, came to Trinidad on the SS 
Indus in 1872 at the ago of five years 
with his parents, Tursoo and Soogeah, 
and his brother, Ishmael, and sisters, 
Gaindeah and Bhongee. 

Her mother, Samoondaree, was born 
on the ship, hence her name. 

Sharif an lived with her parents on Prince 
of Wales Street, San Fernando where 

they settled after the five years 
indentureship. 

She was married at the age of 16 years 
to Muhammad Yusuf of Curepe. They 
had five children: Zarina, Hamzine 
(deceased), Iqbal-un-Nisa, Habib-ur
Rahman and Mahaabin. They too lived 
on Prince of Wales Street on the 

Trinidad. 

She was an ardent supporter of 
Maulana Tufail, who frequently visited 

her home and partook of her sumptuous 
meals during his station in Trinidad and 
his numerous visits. 

She was fortunate to be able to attend 
all the conventions to Tobago, Grenada, 
Barbados, Guyana and Suriname, and 
as far as Lahore in 1973 where she had 
the pleasure ofbeing accommodated by 
the families ofMian Farooq SAhaikh 
and Mian Fazl-iAhmad. 

She had the distinctive opportunity of 
meeting two Ameers-Hazrat Maulana 
Sadmddin and Dr Saeed Ahmad Khan. 

property given to her by her father on She is still mobile and loves to walk out 
into the garden to see flowers. She loves 
to recite the Qur'an and sing songs of 

Islam in Urdu. She is still quite alert and 
has a sense of rest. C· 

marriage and on this same spot she 
resides up to today. 
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HADITH 

Abu Bakra told that when a man asked 

God's messenger who among men was 

best he replied, "He who has a long life 

and does what is good." He asked who 

among men was worst and he replied, 

"He who has a long life and does what is 

e·,il." Ahmad, Tirmidhi and Darimi trans

mitted it. 

'Abdallah b. Shaddad told that when three 

members of the B. 'Udhra came to the 

Prophet and accepted Islam he asked 

who would look after them for him and 

Talha said he would, so they stayed with 

him. The Prophet sent out an expidition 

which one of them joined, and he was 

martyred. Afterwards he sent out an ex

pedition which a second man joined, and 

he was martyred. Later the third man died 

in his bed, and Talha said he had seen 

these three in paradise and had seen that 

the one who died in his bed was their 

leader, the one who was martyred sec

ond coming next to him and the first com

ing next to him. He had misgivings about 

that, so he mentioned tha matter to the 

Prophet and he said, "What objection 

have you to that? No one is more excel

lent in God's sight than a believer whose 

life is prolonged in Islam to glorify and 

magnify God and declare His unique

ness." 

Surely your Lord is Allah, Who cre
ated the heavens and the earth in 
six periods, and He is established 
on the Throne of Power. He makes 
the night cover the day, which it 
pursues incessantly. And (He cre
ated) the sun and the moon and the 
stars, made subservient by His com
mand. Surely His is the creation 
and the command. Blessed is Al
lah, the Lord of the worlds! 

(H.Q. 7:54) 
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