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The Mahdi, II. 
~~ 

3. The Deniers of the Mahdi. 

[No. 6 

I have already said that the Mu'tazlas, a, large scion of 
Islam, reject the doctrine of the advent of the :Mahdi. But 
among the Sunnis too there are not a fow who also, like tho 
l\Iu'tazlas, have been driven to deny the coming of the Mahdi 
by the inauthentic character of most of the traditions that 
relate to }1is advent. Among these lbn Khuldoon, the well-
known traditionist, stands prominent. The arguments of the 
deniers of the Mahdi may be briefly summed up as follows:-

( a) The traditions clash with each other. 

(b) 'I1here arc persons in the chain of narrators of most of 
the traditions that are utterly untrustworthy. 

(c) There had grmvn up various parties among the early 
Muhammadans, each of which aspired to temporal power and 
these spared no pains in circulating in distant countries, fabri
cated traditions that were calculated to suit their ends. The 
chief aspirants to temporal authority were the Fatimites, the 
Abbasides and the Omayyads. Soon after the death of the last 
of the four sucessors of the Holy Prophot, the Caliphate passed 
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into the hands of the Omayyads, but the A bbasides and the Fati
mites were not contented under their rule, each part,y secretly 
conspiring to take the throne by overthrowing the Omayyads. 
One of the means adopted to achieve this end was the sending 
of persons to distant lands to create a prejudice against the 
Omayyads and to circulate spurious traditions to the effect 
that the Holy Prophet had prophesied the appearance of a 
Caliph called the Mahdi, who, the upholders of the Fatimites said, 
was to appear from among the children of Fatima and to support 
whom it was the duty of every Muhammadan, while the secret 
emissaries of the Abbasides pretended that the Promised Mahdi 
was to appear from among the Abbasides. Hence it is that 
some traditions declare that the 1\fahdi is to be a Fatimite and 
others that he is to be an Abbaside. The next step was to give 
a description of the Mahdi that might be applicable to such of 
them whose claims to the throne they desired to promote. 
Fo1· instance, the traditions that represent the Mahdi as a child 
of Fatima, and according to which his name is to coincide with 
that of the Holy Prophet, while that of his father is to coincide 
with that of the Holy Prophet's father is applicable to Muhammad 
son 0£ Abdullah, the great grandson of Hasan, son of Fatima, 
who was recommended for caliphate by Zaid, the martyr, the 
grandson of Husain, who himself had laid claim to caliphate 
but died in the attempt. When Zaid himself failed in his 
attempt to take the throne, he on his death-bed recommended 
Muhammad, son of Abdullah, to be chosen as the caliph. 
Hence it is that we find traditions saying that the name 0£ the 
caliph, who is to be styled Mahdi, is to be Muhammad, son of 
Abdullah. He was actually called a Mahdi, but was put to 
de,ath by the forces of Caliph Mansur. Similar attempts were 
made by the Abbasides. Abu Muslim acted as an agent 0£ the 
Abbasides in Khorasan and spared no pains in gaining adherents 
to the family of the Abbasides. He collected a small force in 
Khoraean, and choae black a.e the distinctive colour for all those 
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that adhered to the A bbasides, the standards of the army being 
also black. Fictitious tradit.ions were circulated to incline the 
people to the A bbasides and it was given out that the Caliph 
Mahdi was to be an Abbaside. Hence it is that we find traditions 
which assert that the Mahdi is to be the seed n.E Abbas. Hence 
also such traditions as the one which represents the Holy 
Prophet as saying "\Vhen you sec black banners coming from 
Khorasan, go unto them for there you shall find the Caliph of 
God, the Mahdi." 

This rivalry between the two houses, viz., the Abbasides 

and the Fatimites, is traceable in other traditions. For instance, 
one tradition represen1 s the Holy Prophet as saying • \Ve, the 

chil<lren or Abdul i\l uttalib, are leaders of the people of paradise, 
I, Hamza, Ali, Jafar, Hasan, Husain and the Mahdi.' The 

omission of Abbas is significant and leads, one to suspect that the 
omisl'iion was intentional. He, too, was a ohild or Addul Muttalib 
and a devoted follower of the Holy Prophet and must have had a 

place in the list. 

These are briefly the arguments 0£ those who deny the 

coming of any Mahdi These arguments, reasonable as they 

appear to be, do not, however, carry us so far as the deniers 0£ 
the Mahdi have gone. They only show that many traditions that 
speak of t.ho co:ning of a Mahdi were :fabricated by interested 
men. But it is illogical to infer therefrom that there is to be no 
1\{ahr1i at. all and t.hnt the whole story is a myth. The fact that 
va,irrns communities claimed the Mahdi as one of their own num

ber shon1c1 r:.ot lead us to conclude that there is to be no Mahdi 
at all. On the contrary, these claims are a clear proof of the 
existence 0£ a prnphecy regarding the Mahdi. I£ the Holy Pro
phet haJ not foretold the appearance of the Mahdi, the claims of 
one house ought t.o have been met by the other party with a total 
denial of the Mahdi, and not with a counter claim as was the 
case. The very fact that the various partisans vied with each 
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other in claiming the Mahdi is a sure proof of the fact that the 
promise of a Mahdi was given by tho Holy Prophet. There is 
no denying the fact, however, that fiction has been abundantly 
mixed with fact and we cannot be too careful in our critical 

review of this prophecy. 

Here we are faced with the question how truth is to be 
cl istinguished from error when they are so inextricably inter
mingled in the traditions relating to the appearance of the 
Mahdi. What criterion there is that may enable us to know 
fact from fiction, and to disentangle the real sayings of the 
Holy Prophet from fabrication. Apparently there would seem to 
be no means of sifting truth from error, and cme would be in

clined to give up the whole question in despair. Bnt fortunately 
we are not left without means to ascertain the truth and we do 
have a criterion, an<l that a very sure one, by means of which 
we can say with certainty which is the truth and which falsehood. 

It should be remembered that these traditions speak not of a 

past event hut of a future event. Had they referred to the past, 
the confusion that exists among them would have rendered it 

almost impossible to ascertain tlie true facts. But it is 
a future event an<l not a past one that they speak of. Hence 
in mder to know which tradition is correct and which not., 
we need not go back and examine the chain of narrators 
through v,hom the traditions havo been transmitted to us. 
V/hatever is correct in the traditions must furnish proof for 
its truth by its fulfilment,. If a tradition comes out to be true, if 
what is foretold by it is c1early foUillecl, that tradition must be 
put down as correct, iJO matter however weak it may be from the 
traditionist's point of Yiew. ~Che tradition has, by its fulfilment, 
given 1.lS an incontrovertible proof of its truth and we must 
accept it as the word of the Holy Prophet. So if there is a 
number of contradictory traditions, and one of them proves its 
truth by its fulfilment, we must regard it as a correct tra
dition and reject all others that not only contradict it but are also 
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of doubtful authenticity. Again, if there are traditions that 
are not contradicted by any ot.lier tradition, but are of doubtful 
authenticity, we must accept them if the event foretold by them 
tnrns ont to be true and ignore them if tlwy do not bear witness 

to their truth by their fulfilment. So it is on this principle that 

I intend to deal with this prophecy, and I believe that there is 
little danger of falling into error by following this line in the 
treatment of the prophecy. Here I must also add that the 
confusion in the traditions has been greatly augmented by a very 
fatal misunderstanding, and ·when that misunderstanding is 
removed, much of the mist that hangs over the prophecy clears 

away. A serious error has beeu committed in interpreting the 
prophecy of the l\fohdi, aml wlwn that error is exposed, the 
question oI the .illahcli is greatly simplified. Then the whole 
problem hecornes so incredibly :,iwple tliat oven a child can 
solve it 

4. The Believers in the Mahdi. 

Be~ore I cxpo,c.;c this error, T rn nst refer to the differont 
views held with regard to the l\Iahcli by those who believe in 
his advent. Tho believers in }fahdi may be divided into three 
main school:-,. The fi.r~t scho'.)l is comprised 0£ the Shiahs who 
look upon l\Ittham1n:1d bin lfas:m .Askari as the Mahdi. They 
believe him to be a descendant of Husain, who when a child 
went into the cave of Samarrah more than a thousand years ago 
and will come out of the cave as Mahdi in the folness of time. 
The Shiahs daily expect his appearance. They go to the mouth 
of the cave every day wit~1 saddled horses and cry there: ''Oome 
out, our Lord, come out, our Lord." 'lhey have been shouting 
these words at th.e mouth of the cave ever since his supposed dis
appearance, but their imaginary Mahdi has never made any 
response to their call. He it is believed, will come out of the 
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cave with sword in band and will kill not only every non-Shiah 
and every infidel that will be fonnd living on the earth, but will 

put to sword cvon the companions of the I-Ioly Prophet, whom 

the Shiahs look upon as hypocrites with the except;ion of Ali 
and a. few others an<l whom God ,vill, it is said, again raise to 

life, so that the Mahdi may wreak his vengeance on them. 

The second school expects a. Fatimite l\fo,hcli from the loins 
of Hasan or Husain. 'I'ho third affirm that the Ma.hcli is only 
another name for the Promised Messiah. (Sec Siddiq Hasan 
Khan's work, page 387). The doctrine of the first school is. too 
ahsnrd to neerl any comment and I would not insult the intelli
gcmc'.'l of my n,a(lors by at.tempting a refutation oE this ridiculous 
belief. A.11 we have to do is to examine the bc1ie.£s 0£ the other 
two schools ancl balance the argnments of each side and give our 
verdict in favour o[ the ono or of the other. 0£ these two schools, 
one holds that t.he prophecy regarding the advent of the Messiah 
is to be fulfilled by the bodily descent of Jesus Christ, who, it; 
is believed, ascended to heavens with his body of clay, and has 
lived there for the past 1900 years and will come back to this 
world horne by two angels, while the Mahdi is to appear from 
among the children of Fatima, either from the loins of Husain or 
Hasan a.nd has to wage vvars against the infidels and spread Islam 
with the dint of sword. The one, according to them, is to come 
clown from th0 heavens, while the other is to rise from among 
the chilJ.ren of Fatima, and thus according to this doctrine the 
Holv Prnnhct rn.acle two dilforent. prophecies abont, t\\'O distinct 

. u L 

persons. 'I1l10 other school also believes jn the bodily ascension 
of Jesus who is to come down in th0 latter days to su.:pport the 
.en.use 0£ Tsbm, and mako it victorions over all other religions, 
but they do not look upon the Mahdi as a distinct person ; they 
believe that :Mahdi is only another title for the Promised 

1\fessiah. There would have been, I believe, no diversity of 
oprnion on this point. had the Muslim theologians not fallen into 

a lamentable error. 
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5. Second Advent of Jesus. 
A grievous error was committed which prevented the Mu

hammadan writers from rightly understanding the prophecy, 
Jesus never ascended into heavens with this body of clay and 
consequently he shall never descend from the heavens. He died 
as every man that is born of a woman dies. He is dead and not 
alive and the dead never return to this earth. The Holy Quran 
speaks plainly of his death. I cannot enter here into a detailed 
c1:iscussion on this point. I content myself with a single quota• 
tion from the Holy Quran, which establishes beyond the shadow 
of :x doubt that Jesus died as all other mortals die. Jesus Chril::lt, 
·says the Holy Quran, will be questioned on the day of Judgment 
whether he had taught his followers to take him and his mother 
£or gods. 'ro this he will reply : '41 was a watcher over them 
as long as I lived among them, but when thou did::;t Gause me to 
clic, thou wast a ct1stodian over them.'' (V ide end of eh. iv). 

This verse clearly shows that it was a[tcr his death that l1is 
followers deified him. It also negatives the theory that he will 
come back to this ea.rth, for this statement of his is one which he 
will make on the day of J udgment. Had he come back to 
this earth, his answer ought to have been, not that he knew 
nothing of the matter, but that wheu he was sent back to the 
earLh, he made all hi8 followers relinqnish their faith in his 
godhead and maclo them believe ia the one God The Qurau 
nowhere spcak8 oI any physical ascension of Jesus. On the other 
hand, it speaks o.£ hi8 Bpiritual ascent into heaven which was 
110 monopoly of his but which is shared by all the righteous 
pcr:'>ons, so much so that: every believer is taught to pray for this 
spiritual rise. 'rlw Holy Prophet in Lis famous vision saw all 
the prophets in the heavens, and J esms among them. In short the 
Quran nowhere refers to the fact that Jesus was raised into 
the heavens alive, with hii::! body of clay. li'or a detailed 
discussion of this subject, I refer the reader to the Novem

ber and December numbers 0£ the Review of Reli9ions for the 
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last year. In short this erroneous belief of the Muslims in 
the physical ascension of Jesus has proved a great stumbling 
block in the interpretation of the prophecy. They borrowed 
this error from the Christians and with them believed that Jesus 
had bodily risen into heavens and would make a bodily descent 
in the last days. Hence it is that though there was the clearest 
evidence in the prophecy that :Mahdi was only another title of 
the Promised Messiah, they could not for a moment think that 
Mahdi and Messiah could have meant one and the same person• 
For the latter they looked up to the heavens, and for the former 
they looked about, sometimes among the children of Husain, and 
at other times among the clecendants of Hasan, now in the house 
of Abbas and then in that of Banu U mayya. Sometimes they 
sought him in the cave of Samarrah and at others they expected 
his appearance not in any particular house, but from among the 
followers o:f the Holy Prophet in general. Still the evidence for the 
identity of Mahdi and Messiah was so strong, that many among 
them, in spite of their coviction that Jesus would descend from 
the heavens, could not help 1Jelieving that Mahdi was only another 
name for the Promised Messiah. In £act, the belief that Jesus 
ascended with his physical body into heavens, and has lived 
there for the past 1900 years and will come back to this earth 
in the latter clays is not less rid icnlous than the Shiah belief 
that the Mahdi, when a child, went into the cave of Samarrah, 
has lived there for the past thousand years and will come 
out of it in the fulness of time. If I were asked to say which of 
the two beliefs is the more absurd, I should give my verdict in 
favour of that with 1·egard to Jesus, though I have already 
declared the belief with regard to the Shiah Mahdi to be too 
absurd to need any refutation. 

It may be asked what the Holy Prophet meant by pro· 
phesying the advent of Jesus Christ when he was dead and 
when he could not return to this world. In reply to this, I 
would say that by the advent of Jesus Christ he meant the 
coming of one in the spirit and character of J eisus Christ and 
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no ono who l1as tho least acquaintance with sacred literature 
will deny this. To bring this matter home to the reader, I 
mnst refer him to a similar prophecy in the Bible. Elijah, 
like Jesus, was believed to have ascended into the heavens and 
a promise was given to the Israelites that Elijah would come 
back to this world before the Messiah made his appearance. Now, 
this prophecy was similar to the prophecy of the re-advent of 

Jesus Christ. But how was that prophecy fulfilled'? Did Elijah 
come back to this worlrl ? Both the Christians and the M uham
mac11ns would ansiver this ciuestion in the negative. "When 
J e:sns made his appearance and laid claim to l\fossiahship, the 
first question tho Jews asked him was, If you are the .Messiah 
that was promised to ns, where is Elijah that had to herald 
your appearance '? A very pertinent question that. But the 
answer Jesus made was that by the coming back of Elijah was 
meant, not the re-,dvent of Elijah that had lived before them, 
but the appearance of one in the character of Elijah, and that 
the prophecy was fulfilled in the person of John the Baptist 
who had come in the spirit of Elijah. Now both the Christians 
and the Muslims who believe Jesus to be the true Messiah 
must endorse this interpretation of the prophecy of the re
advent or Elijah, for on it depends the truth of the Messiah. 
And il: this interpretation holds good in the case of the re

advent 0£ Elijah, it must hold good in an exactly parallel case 
which we have in the re-advent of Jesus, son of Mary. 

If we insist that the prophecy of the second coming of 
Christ must be folfillecl not by the appearance of one in his 
spirit, hut by the actual appearance of that very Jesus who was 
born of Mary, we must also admit that the Jews too were in 
the right when they persistent]y demanded the comig back 

of that very Elija~1, ,vhorn they believed to have risen to the 
heavens. Dnt it their ckrnaucl was just and rc:i,sonablo, J osus 
cannot bo held to be a ttne prophet, :J.'or his appearance was 
not hcraldod by the actual descent of Elijah from the heavens 



TllE REVIEW OF RJi:LlGIONS. (June 

as the Jews expected. On the other hand, if we accept Jesus as a 
true prophet, we must also accept his interpretation of the 
prophecy of the re-advent of Elijah and interpret every pro
phecy of this type in the samo ·way in which he interpreted the 
prophecy of the coming back of Elijah. If the Jews are to blame 
for rejecting the interpretation offered by Jesus, we are much 
more so, for we have a precedent to guide us, while they had 
none. \Ve must not repeat the very mistake which the Jews 
committed. 

Another consideration makes it quite clear why the Holy 
Prophet called the Messenger of the fatter days Jesus. The 

Holy Prophet, through whom God gave us a new Law in the 
form of the Holy Qun:m, was the like of Moses, the great 
Israelite Lawgiver. The Holy Quran bears testimony to this 
when it says, ''Verily, vVe have sent unto you a Messenger 
bearing witness against you as \Ve sent a Messenger to rharaoh, 
(lxxiii : 15). 'l'he Quran not only establishes a similarity 
between the founders of the two systems but also establishes 

a paralled between the successors of the lToJy Prophet and those 
of Moses. It says: '' God has promised to those of you who 
believe and do righteous deeds that Ho would make them suc

cessors in the Earth as He took successors from those that have 
gone before you'' (xxiv: 54). 

Here the :Muslims are promised that successors would be 
raised among them as successors wore raise<l among those that 
have gone before them, viz,, the Israelite people. Hence the 

Holy Quran not only compares our Holy I'rophet to Moses, 

but also draws a parallel between the successors of the two 
foundors. The two systems being parallel, the last of the 
successors of the Holy Prophet must correspond to the last 
successor of Moses. It was to point out this similarity that the 
Holy Prophet called his last successor Jesus, son of Mary 

But it must be rem.embered that the Holy Prophet was not 
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content with simply calling him Jesus, but he expressly told 
us that he was to be '' a leader f 1·om among you1·sefocs. '' The 
Holy Prophet made this prophecy being inspired by God; in fa.et 
these are not the words of the Holy Prophet, but the words of 

God that were put into the mouth of the Holy Prophet,. And 

we know that it is not unoftcn that God gives the name of one 

person to another to point out the similarity between tho two. 
As He called John, the Baptist, by the name of Elijah, similarly 
He called the last successor of the Holy Prophet, Jesus, son of 
:Mary, for as Jesus formed the last link in the chain of the 
successors of Moses, so this messenger of the latter days 
constituted the last link of the chain of the successors of the 

Holy Prophet. "The spiritual leaders of my people,'' said the 
Holy Prophet, ''shall bear resemblance to the Israelite prophets.'' 
This saying of his also points to the parallelism which the 
Quran establishes between the successors of the Holy Prophet 
and those o_f Moses (on both he peace ancl the blossings of God) 
and hence it was necessary that among the successors 0£ the 
Holy Prophet there should bo one who should bear resemblance 
to Jesus, son of Mary, and have his name. 

Even if the Holy Prophet had only prophesied the advent. 
of a Jesus, son of I\fary, it ought to have signified not the 
advent of tho very same Jesus that lived and died about 1900 

years ago, but the appearance of 0110 in his spirit and character, 
as the re-advent of Elijah meant not the actual advent of Elijah, 
but tho appearance of a person in his spirit. But fortunately 
for us the Holy Prophet plainly to1<l us that the person who 
was to come with the title of .T esus, son of Mary, was to be a 
leader of us from among ourselves. :B1 or this we have the 
evidence, not of any inauthentic or unreliable tradition, but of 
a tradition of undoubted and incontestihlc authority that is 
to be found in the 3ahih Bukhari and the Sahih Muslim, books 
that have been declared to be the most trustworthy by the con
census of Muhammadan opinion. In the Sahih Bukharee we 
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have the following saying of the Holy Prophet:-J y1 jJ i:i.jJ 1-i1i 
r(~"' r-.c'° lt0 I J r'(~; r'~ J"° ~i I ,i,.c., " How shall you be, when 

there shall appear among you Jesus, son of :Mary, ancl he shall 

be a leader uj yours froni among ,yon." "\:Ve have nearly the 
::;amo worJs in the Sahih Muslim. 1rirns wo arc not loft in the 
dark as to what is meant by the advent oJ Jesus, son of l\fary. 
"\V c are told in clear words that he is to be a leader 0£ ours from 
among ourselves. 'l1lrns, not only we can profit by the prece
dent that we have in tl10 prophecy that ro1atecl to the ro-ad vent 
of Elijah, hnt wo have the clear words of the Holy l}rophet say
ing that the Messiah is not to come from outside but is to he a 
leader 0£ ours from among ourselves. Ilut, as I have said above, 
a fatal error prcYented most of our theologians from rightly 
understanding those words. 'l'hoy laboured under the misappre
hens'.011 that Jesus wn,5 alive in the heavens, whither he had 
risen with his material body, and this led them to think that 
the very Jesus that had ascended into heavens would come 
back to this world in the latter days. The erroneous belief of 
the Christians is chiefly responsible for this error on the part 
of the Muslim theologians. Being under tho impression that 
the very Jesus, the Israelite Prophet, must descend on earth, 
they made every effort to tvrist the ,vords of the prophecy 
quoted above and wrost quite a different meaning from them. 
T'hey are made to moan that Jesus shall come, but ho shall not 
be your leader, yonr lcackr being one from among you. They 
<lid not pause to think that the Promised Messiah is called 
ll .>..c l.,S:.::,. ( a jnst judge). Ho,v could he be a judge if he 
was not to be a leader'? 'rl10se epithets are synonymous ,vith 
leadership. Besides, what was the use of his undertakincr a 

- b 

long journey and coming down from the heavens to the 
earth, ii he was not to be granted even the dignity of a leader? 
Nothing is more absurd than to say that J osus, son of Mary, will 
come back to this earth in the latter <lays, but not to be our 
Ica.der. If ho was not to be a loader, why <li<l the Holy Pro~ 
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phet prophesy his advent at all? 'I1he very fact that God 
throngh His Holy Prophet gave us the promise of a messenger 
to be known after the name of Jesus means that that messenger 
i8 to be our leader and we are bound to 0bey and follow him. 
ln 8hort; nothing is more absurd: than the interpretation that is 

put on the words ~.G,...o !'~,..., l.o ), an i~terpretation which_ dep~iv:s 
the Promised Messiah even of the d1g111ty of leaderslnp. This 
interpretation makes the whole prophecy an absurdity and God's 
act of sending the Promised Messiah devoid of all wisdom. 
Tho erroneous doctrine that Jesus rose up to heavens with his 
material body has caused the Muhammadan theologians to fall 
into fatal errors, and the sooner they give up these foolish 
notions; the better. Neither the Christians nor such of the 
:Muhammadans as have borrowed these views from the Christians 
shall ever see the day when Jesus should come borne on the 
wings of angels, let them wait ever so long. 

6. The Identity of the Mahdi and the Messiah. 
Another fatal error into which false views regarding Jesus 

have led most 0£ the Muhammadans is the separation of the 
Promised Messiah and the Promised l\fahcli. These were really 
the titles of one and the 8amo pcrnon, but they have been 
mistaken for the names of two different personages. The 
Holy Prophet gave the title 0£ Mahdi to the Promised Messiah, 
thus showing that ho was to rise from among his people, but 
as our theologians could not think that the Messiah could be 

from among the followers of the Holy Prophet, they took Mahdi 
for a person different from the Messiah. 'l'hat both these titles 

refer to one and the same person is apparent from the following 
considerations :-

(a). The first consideration that leads us to conclude that 
the Mahdi and the Messiah are really the names of one and 
the samo person is the signification of the word Mahdi and its 
application by the Holy Prophet as a descriptive title and not 
as a proper name. 'l'hc word Mahdi means the guided one. 
There are evidences in the traditions which ~how that the title 
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ltlahrli was also applied by the Holy Prophet himself to 
perso:is other than the promised Mahdi. In some traditions 
c\·cry successor oI the Holy Prophet is called a Mahdi. Ahmad 
bin Uambal. Abu Daud, 'l'irmazi, Ibn nfajah and Hakim give 
tl10 following saying of the Holy Prophet in their several works: 
" l acl vise you,n sai<l the Holy Prophet,'' to fear God even if a 
ncgro slave bo placed to rule over you. ·whichever of you will 
live after me will see great differences, but ho should adhere to 
my path and to the path of rny succc8sors, the guided and the 

-righteous (~:'. v-..: I 11 I ~~!. vl'.e,) ) ;t~l;. ))· Jarir says that the 

Prophet touched his breast with his holy hand and prayed 

l!. <>¾"' 4, J l~ vh·-';"- I 1v1J l ''0 God, make him a guide for J?OOple 
and a Mahdi (guided).'' 

Similarly, wo have traditions which foretell the conquest of 
Constantinople by a Mahdi and thus Muhammad II, conqueror 
of Constantinople was, in the words of tno Holy Prophet, a 
Mahdi. 'rliese traditions were written in the works on tradi
tion long before the taking of Constantinople. 

All this shorvs that the word, Mahdi, is not a proper name 
but a descriptive title and the Holy Prophet applied it to each 
0£ his successors. Hence it follows that the Promised Messiah, 
who is the greatest among the successors of the Holy Prophet, 
is the greatest Mahdi. Muhammadan theologians admit this, 
nay, they even say that of the Promised Mahdi and tho Pro
mised Messiah the latter is the greater Mahdi (vide Siddiq 
I-fassau Kh:.m's work, the Hujaj-ul-Karmnah, page 385). But 
the question is, what need there was for God to raise a lesser 
!\fah<li when tl1ere was also a greater Mahdi·? And what is still 
more strange, the lesser Mahdi is made the leader of the greater 
Mahdi. ·when the Promised Messiah is admittedly the greatest 
Mahdi, it is only natural to -conclude that the Promised Mahdi 
is 110 other than the Promised Messiai:i.. 

(b). Both the Messiah and the Mahdi have to appear 
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in tho same age, but Islam does not tolerate the existence of two 
leaders at one and the same time. 1'here must be only o.ne 
leader of the faithful at a time, I have already shown that the 
Promised Messiah is to be a leader o.f the faithful, therefore 
there can be no other leader besides the Messiah in that age. An 
attempt has been made to solve this difficulty by saying that the 
Mahdi shall be invested with leadership while the Messiah 
shall act as the adviser and councillor of the Mahdi. But this 
statement is not only unreasonable bnt also unfounded. Is it 
only to act as an adviser that the Messiah is to be called hack to 
this world centuries after his departure? \Ve would have readily 
admitted even this explanation, had it not been expressly stated 
that he is to be a leader of the faithful and is to rise from anwng 
them. Again, he is called lJ v.c t ... h, i.e., a great and just judge, 
which he cannot be unless he is an Irnam. or leader. Nay, in one .. 
tradition he is even called tb-ii"° l,.o t_. L i.e., a just leader. Hence 
there is no doubt as to the fact that the Promised :Messiah is not 
only to rise from among ns, as the tradition already quoted tells 
ns, hnt he is also to be our leader (Imam). There is a tradition 
which says that the Promised :Messiah shall allow another man 
to lead the prayers, hut this does not show that he is not to he 
an Imam or leader of the faithful. To lead the prayers is an 
office which can bo filled by any man other than an Imam of 
the day, even if the latter is present. This is an honour which 
can be conferred on every individual from among-the faithful. 

(c). There is another consideration which shows that in 
the days of the Promised Messiah there can be no Mahdi 
distinct. from the l\fessiah. The Mahdi that the Muh::nnmadans 
expect is to he a Qureshi, a child of Hasan or Hussain or the 
seed of A hhas or Umayya. But the Holy Prophet told us foat 
in tho days of the Promised 1\:fessiah leadership shall pass out 
0£ tho hands of tho Qnresh, lf~- ;3 c,:,J~ 0LJ J ~1...,:~ are the 
vrnrds of the Holy Prophet (see Siddiq Hasan Khan's ·work, the 

lluja.jul-Karamah, page 425). Hence there can be no Fa.timita
3 
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Abbaside or Omayyicle 1\-Iah<li in the days of the Promised 
Messiah and spiritual leadership or Imdmat must be soley 
vested in the Promised Messiah. A ridiculous attempt has 
l1een made to explain away this difficulty also. Siddiq Hasan 
Khan writes on page :381 of his ,vork: "The Promised Messiah 
is greater than the Promised Mahdi, but it is not necessary that 
the greater sl:ould also be Caliph or leader, for it is allowable 

for the lesser to be the Caliph in spite of the presence of the 
greater, particnlarly when the greater is not one of the Quresh. 
Ibn Hajar says 'the passing away oI leadership out of the hands 
of the Quresh means that after the advent of the Messiah, the 
Qureshi leader (Mahdi) shall not decide anything without 

consulting the Messiah.' '' A queer explanation that. 'l'he 
tradition plainly says that in the days of the Promised Messiah 
leadership shall pass out of the hands 0£ the Quresh, and the 
statement is too plain to admit 0£ any other interpretation. O.f 

t11e Mahdi it is said that he will be a man of unerring judgrncut 
and that ho will be guided by inspiration and will be visited by 

the angel of God {sec the Hujnj-ul-Kararnah, 1x1gcs, 364 & 432). 
\Vhen this is the case, what need there is tbat he should have 
an adviser at all ! And if the M es::;iah is to come dOivn only to 
act as an adviser (or more correctly to be a member of the 
advisory council to the ilfahd.i, for the :Mahdi shall have 9 
advisers), the advent of the Messiah becomes purposeless. His 
services are not needed on this Earth ancl he need not stir 
from his perch on the heaven::;. 

(d), I have already quoted a tradition Jrom the Sahih 
Bukharee to show that the Messiah is not to come <lmvn from 
the heavens, but is to be a leader of ours from ourselves. I 
have c11so referred to the strange interpretation that is pnt on 
those words, which are made to mean that the Messiah is not 
to be our leader, hut the leader is to be another man from 
among ourselves who is to be called the :Mahdi. H this inter
pretation is correct, there is a serious difficulty in which our 



1908.) 209 

theologians would find themselves entangled. The Messiah 
and the Mahdi are two different persons in their opinion, of 
whom the latter is to be the leader. Well, which of them shall 
die first? The answer is, the Mahdi. The Messiah is to sunive 
the Mahdi for about 7 or 9 years (see the Hujaj-ul-Karamah, 
page 384). Now let us see how the interpretation of our learned 
theologians, to which I have already referred, holds good. Who 
is to be the Imam or leader during these 7 or 9 years? The 
Messiah cannot be the Imam, for, according to our theologians, 
he is not to be our leader, the leader is to he some one from 
among ourselves. So if the interpretation they put on the words 

1
.S:.i'4 

1
.s:~ l...t I is correct, then another I ma-m must be found out 

after the death of tho Mahdi. If they cannot tell who is to ho 
the Imam or leader of whom the Promised 1\1cssiah shall have 
the honour to be a follower after the death of the Mahdi, they 
must give up their queer interpretation and come back to the 
plain meaning of the words ('.s'..i"° {"..s:~ l.-o) which signify that he is 
to bo an Imam from among ourselves. It should also be remem• 
hered that it is not only in this tradition that he is called an 
Imam, but we find such words as ll vc l.-o l,.o I and lh-a,. t .. t,. J 
used in other traditions also. 'rhe words mean, a just leader 01· 

Imam. 
(e.) Another consideration which leads to the identity of 

t.he Mahdi and tbe Messiah is the fact that much of what is 
snid of them is identical.-

1. Both have to appear in the same age. 

2. Both 11avo to work for the same period of time. Of the 
Promised Messiah, we have more traditions than one which 
give the period of his ministry as fort.y years. As for Mahdi, 
though t.here is disagreement in the trn<lilions as to the period 
of his public ministry, yet the tradition which gives the period 
ns forty years is considered the most trustworthy and it is 
unanimously believed that the Mahdi shall stay fo1· forty years. 
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3. Both, it is said, will distribute wealth (of knowledge 
and wisdom) among the people. Abu Daood has the following 
tradition on the authority 0£ Ummi Salma: '' He, {the Mahdi), 

shall distribute wealth (or knowledge) and follow the path of 
the Holy Prophet." Sahih Bukharce, Sahih :Muslim, Abu 
Daoocl and 'rirmazi narrate the follon-ing tradition with regard 

to tho Prnmisml 11essiah 011 the authority of Abu Huraira :
h He, (the Promised Messiah) shall cause wealth (of knowledge) 
to flow out so abumbntly that no bocly shall accept it.'' Thus 
both the 1\Iessiah and the Mahdi arc represented as distributing 
wealth (of knowledge) among the people. That by wealth 
are meant the riches of knowledge and not the riches of this 

world is apparent from the following saying of Ali, the fourth 
successor of the Holy Prophet: •·Blessed• be the people of 

Taliqan {the word may be a corruption of Qadian), for there 

are the treasures of God. 'I'hcse treasures arc not, however, of 
silver and gold, but there shall he people who shall have 

a full knowledge of God and these shall be the helpers of the 
Mahdi,'' fvide, Siddiq Hassan Khan's worl.:, page 396). 

4. Both shall shrd no blood. Of the I)rornised Messiah we 

have the well-known tradition "·1iich says '--:-' _;s-.J ) t._-o.~, ,i, e,, he 
shall put an end to warfare. Ilm Hajar, speaking of the Mahdi 
mentions the follovving signs in his work, the Qauli-Mukhtasar, 
wherewith to recognise the .Maclhi :-'' He shall not oven awaken 
a sleeping man, nor shed any liloocl, he will <lefoncl the sunnat 

(the practice of the Holy Prophet), shall not Je:1,ve any practice 
of the Holy Propl1Gt lrnt ::;hall ro-c::;tablish it, and shall no 
le..1ve any innov;ition but s11all n:move it ancl shall restore Islam 
to its original ptui!y.;' (Viele Siddiq Ifa:san Khan, page 363). 
This may come as a starLling news to many, for the Mahdi, who 
is alway:-; dcpict.ctl from tho pulpit as a blood-thirsty warrior 
is here ropre:jented as shedding no blood, 110t even am1keni11g 

a sleeping man, and devoting all his exertions to tlie restoration 

of Islam to its original pw·ity. But it is our own Mullahs 
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that arc to blame. They silently pass over anything that 
represents the l\1ahdi as a peaceful man, eagerly laying hold 
of everything that is calculated to stir their own blood and 
that of their credulous audience, 

5. Doth, it is said, shall be condemned by the priests ns 
heretics deserving of being murdered. Syed Ahmad, the well

known Saint of Sirhind, writes in his 1foktubat that the priests 
shall declare the Promised Messiah to be a heretic. Similarly 
the .Mahdi is to be declared a heretic by the Muhammadan 
clergy, (vicle Siddiq Hasan Khan, page 363). This shows that the 
Mahdi and the Messiah shall not fulfil the expectations of the 
clergy, for if they had appeared in accordance with these 
expectations, fulfilling in their persons every sign that is 
related by the priests, they could not have been declared 
infidels by the Muhammadan clergy. 

6. Both, it is said, shall fill the earth with truth and 
justice, uprooting all evil doctrines, and shall make Islam trium
phant over all other religions. The Promised Messiah is called 
.)) v.c t,. t,- J_, lb ....... .R"' l<>.(.=.. a just judge and an equitable leader. 

Of the Mahdi we have the words )J ..>-.c J lb-:; v° J }) J 11 .. ~ i.e., he 

shall fill the earth ,vith justice and equity. In the case of both, 
the words use<l are identical, viz., b.-, and J ~.c which mean 
equity and justice, 

7. As it is su.id of Mahdi that he shall give Islam victory 
over all other religions, similarly it is said of the Messiah that 
God through him shall destroy all religions except Islam. ( ult~ 
(r ll- ll J }) / li.l.s' 1_,U❖J J &.i,.c j , .. i &lJ l 

8 . 'l'heir personal appearance is described as i<lentical, for 
both are said to be wheat-coloured. The Promised :Messiah is 

described as J t-?-- JJ l r JI i.:J'° ,;.,~ l) -.:.:.-j l lto i.:J, .. ,, .. c.. t>' r 0_1, i.e., 

"Whea.t-colonrod like the handsomest of the wheat-coloured men 
that you have ever seen," (vide Siddiq Hasan Khan, page 424). 
Similarly the Mahdi is deocl'ibed as J l,;=-- ;J J l.J"' f.;-';"' i ~ i 
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i.e., wheat-coloured like the wheat-coloured men 0£ this country 
(Naeem bin Himad). Here it will not be out 0£ place to refer to 
the fact that the personal appearance of the Promised Messiah 
ns described by the B oly Prophet is quite different from his 
description of the personal appearance ot the Israelite Messiah, 
which clearly shows that the Messiah that had to appear in 
the latter days as the successor of the Holy Prophet was not 

to be identical with the Israelite Messiah that appeared in the 
Holy Land as tlic last successor of Moses. 'l'he fact that the 
personal appearauce of the Promised Messiah is identical 
with that of the Promised Mahdi and quite different from that 
0£ the Israelite jlessiah is a conclusive proof of the fact. that 
it was not the hraeiito I\fossiah that was to come back to this 
world as a follower and successor of the Holy Prophet, but that 
the Prnmised Messiah was to he a leader of ours from among 
ourselves, as the tradition cays, and that he was to be no other 
than tho Promised jJahdi. The Promised Messiah is described 
as a wheat-coloured man with straight hair, while the Israelite 
Messiah is represented as a red-coloured man with curly hair, 

9. Both arc spoken of as appearing clad in two sheets, 
Abu Nuaim narrates the following words of the Holy Prophet:
"ile (the Mahdi) shall have on him two shining sheets, as if 
he is one of the Jsraelites.'' The Promised Messiah is repre
sented as appearing in 1.:.J~ J _, ;t"' two yellow-coloured sheets. 
These two yellow-coio:ired sheets represented two diseases that 
never left the PrmniscLl 11 essiah, a yellow sheet being a symbol 
of disease (vidc works on the interpretation of visions). 

10. Both are represented as bringing out treasures from the 
earth, 0£ the Mahdi, it is said that he shall bring out many 

treasures and among o rs the treasure that lies hidden under the 
Ka'aba. Of the Promised ~lessiah, Siddiq Hasan Khan writes 
on page •12'1: ..,, I;) l,., )J J 1.:.) J j~ _, ) yi( v> ,..:::. J'< ll; that is, in his 

day there shall come out treasures. But as I have already said, 
these a.re really the treasures, not of gold and silver; but of 
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heavenly wisdom. This interpretation is supported by the 
fact that the Mahdi is also represented as bringing out treasures 
from the Ka'aba. Ka'aba is the centre of divine lore and 
heavenly wisdom. It was from here that the treasure of the 
knowledge of God was dealt out to the people. But to this 
Divine knowledge there is no end. As God Himself is unlimi

ted, so is the treasure of His wisdom. Though much of this 
wealth had already been dealt out to the people from the Ka'aba •. 
there was more that still lay hidden under it and the Mahdi 
brought it out and distributed it among the people. 

11. Both are represented as receiving inspiration from 
God and to both, it is said, the angel of God shall be sent from 
on high (vide the Hujaj-ul-Karamah by Siddiq Hasan, pages 
431 and 432). 

12. The Holy Prophet urged his follmvers to visit both 
at the time of their ap1)earance, 

1...f).-The Promised Messiah ha<l to appear in a double 
character. He was to appear in tho character of Jesus Christ and 
was hence called Jesus, son oI Mary. But he was also to appear 
as a successor to the Holy Prophet and bear spiritual resemb· 

lance to him. It was to point out this resemblance that the Holy 
Prophet said : '' The Mahdi is to be from me/' Ali is reported 
to have said that the Mahdi•· shall resemble the Holy Prophet 
in character, not in personal appearance." Tb.e words that tho 
Mahdi is to be called after the name of the Holy Prophet also 
point to the same resemblance. As the Promised .Messiah was to 
point out the errors of the Christians, he was called Jesus, son of 
Mary, and as he was to restore Islam to its original purity and 
reform the Muhammadans, he was to be called Ahmad. And 
there are traditions speaking of the Mahdi which refer to this 
double character of his. The Holy Prophet is reported to have 
said '' The Mahdi shall make his appearance at the age of forty, 
<U if he ia a, man. from the Isra.eUte.8 ., (The Rujaj-ul•Karama.h, 
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page 358). Again, ' He {the Mahdi) shall appear in two sheets, 
a.s if he is a man from the Israelites." (The Hujaj-ul-Karamah, 
page 360). Again, "1'he Mahdi is from my ehildren, his colour 
is to be that of the Arabs, whilo his body is to be like that 
of an Israelite.'' (Hujaj-ul-Karamah, page 360). All these 
traditions point to the double character of the Promised Mahdi; 
he was to be both like an Israelite and like an Arab, in other 
words, he was to be both like ,Jesus, son of ~iary, the Israelite 
Prophet, and Ahmad, son of Abdullah, the Arabian Prophet, 
{on all three be peace an<l the blcsoings of God). 

(g.) rl1110 Holy Prophet is reported to have rdcned more 

than once to himself and the Promised Messiah as two safe
guards for his people against all harm, 'l'here is a tradition 

which says: l.) _;.:,., I ("~ ;r> tt~ ) JJ.s""'t~ _, tvJ ., ('U l ~r> J Jli:i u.f 
i.e.," How can my people be destroyed, when I am among the 
first of them and Jesus, son of Mary, is to be among the last of 
them." Again, the Holy Prophet is reported to have said 

l~ _ ,;. 1., i,.lJ , J ;- J rl~; l,J.., 1 • t~ ;::.. 1., liJ ., J i~ jJ 1 • J.~ ;t::.. 

r.~ ... ., ~-.1., \..5J. .. 1 -,.). ..... J - --~ J Ao.).; JJ _) o, ,,kJ _, 1.J .J ... I, f.) ' ,f ,...w.J.J: ,.~.,.; 
J" (:_.J 'l::_" '--'"' " '-'' -.;.;, " I"" 

'' The best of those people are the first and the last ; there 
is the Prophet of God in the midst 0£ the first, and in the 
midst of the last there is Jesus, son of Mary, and between these 
two there are a crooked people, they are not from me, nor I 
from them," (-vidc the l:lujaj-ul-Karamah, page 423 for these 
references). Now, if the Mahdi, whose advent is promised in 

the latter days, were a distinct personality from the Promised 
Messiah, the Holy Prophet ought to have ref.erred to both as 
the protectors of his people in the last days. But hero only 
the advent of the Messiah is promised and no mention is made 
of any Mahdi other than the .Messiah. If, as the :M uharrrmadan 
theologians say, the Mahdi was to be the leader, and the 
Messiah only a follower of the Mahdi, the Holy Prophet ought 
to have named the leader in the foregoing traditions, but the 
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name of the leader is altogether omitted and only the Messiah 
is Rpoken of as the shepherd of his flock in the latter days. 
Again, the Holy Prophet speaks only of tvm people as the best, 
firstly, those that were the immediate followers of the Holy 

Prophet, and secondly, those among whom the Promised 
Messiah had to make his appearance, but he makes no reference 

to the followers of the ~fohdi, thus showing that the Mahdi 

and the :Messiah are identical. Indeed, there is another solitary 
version of the first of the two traditions quoted above 
which runs as follows:-" God shall never destroy a people, 
whose beginning is marked with my appearance, the middle 
with that of the Mahdi, and the end with that of Jesus.,, But 

this tradition, even if we accept it as true, does not fall in our 
way. It speaks of a l\Iahdi that had to appear at a period inter
mediate between the time of the Holy Prophet and that of the 
Promised Messiah. 

Our contention is that in the laE t <lays there is to be no Mahdi 
besides the Promised Messiah. rrhere is no tradition in which 
both the Uahdi and the Messiah nre mentioned as protecting 
the Muhammadan people in the last days. The Holy Prophet 
speaks only of the :Messiah as the person ·who shall serve as a 
wall for his people and shall shield them from ,every harm, by 
pointing out the right way and removing every error that may 
}1avc crept into the Muhammadan people since the appearance 
of the Holy Prophet. Besides, the Holy Prophet speaks only 
of two people as the best, not of three. H thC'ro was to be 
a great Mahdi in the middle, the Holy Prophet ougtht to have 
spoken of three people as the best, not two. Far from speaking 
of three people as the best; the H.oly Prophet emphatically 
negatives the existence of any great body of men in the middle 
that might be reckoned among t.he best, on the other hand he 
calls the middle people as crooked people. This clearly shows 
th,Lt the Promised Mahdi was not to appear among the middle 
people. Though there have always been good meu among the 
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Muhammndan people, yet they were like stars that twinkle in 

an otherwise dark night. People were, as a whole, involved in 
many errors. I may also point out that the helie£s regarding 

the Ghazi Mahdi are also the views 0£ a people whom the Holy 
Prophet denounced as a crooked people and thus these are 
·the crooked views of a crooked people and must be treated 
as such. In fact, all those errors that now stain the face of 
Islam, such as tho doctrine of J ehad and the expectation of 
a warlike Mahdi, nre the inventions of this middle period which 
the Holy Prophet declared as crooked, and it was the work 
or the Promised Messiah to expose these errors and hence he is ,. 
<l!:allecl ll v-~ t • .c ... , i e., a jnst judge who will discriminate between 

truth and error and restore Isbm to its original purity. We 
are also told that the priests of the day will declare the Mahdi 
and Messiah as a heretic deserving to be, murdered, for he 
·will expose their errors and will reject their erroneous .doctrines. 

J nst as the Holy Prophet spoke of two people as the best, the 
Quran also speaks of two people only· in the opening verses of 
Sura Juma.. Thero God tells us that just as He raised a. pro
phet among the people or Mecca,, He will raise a messenger 
among another people and the t\'ro people, viz., the followers of 
the Holy Prophet and those others among whom a messenger 

8 ha11 be raised in the latter days, shall be as one people. When 
the Holy Prophet was asked as to who those other people were, 
be laid his hand on the shoulder of Salman, a Persian, and said : 

,...r J t; >l,4 J i.:1"' J~ J "'' U.J t~. J:LJ l~ Uib:,. l.:J l~ » l \!J I:(,, i.e., ''Even 

if faith ascended to the pleiades, a. mun of Persian descent shall 
bring it back to earth." Thus as the Holy Prophet said that 
there were two people that were the best, similarly the Holy 
Qluan speaks of two best people, and the comment of the Holy 
Prophet on the said verses of the Holy Quran shows that the 
messenger that was to be raised among those other people was to 
ba of Per,ia.n. descent, that he shall appear at a. time when true 
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faith shall have disappeared from the earth, and that he shall 
revive it and re-establish it in its pure form. By comparing 
the verses of the Holy Quran with the traditions which speak 
of the two best people, viz., the companions of tho Holy Pro· 
phet and those of the Promised Messiah, we come to the 
conclusion that the other people spoken of in the Holy Quran 
are no other than the companions of the Promised Messiah 
of whom the Holy Prophet spoke as one of the two best people, 
and that the Promised Messiah was to be a man of Persian 
descent and not the old Messiah of the Je-ws. Thus the Mahdi, 
the Messiah and the man of Persian descent are not three 
different personages, but different names of one and the same 
person. The work assigned to them is the same. 0£ all the 
three, it is said that they shall appear at a time when the true 
faith shall have vanished from the earth. The Quran, says the 
tradition, shall rise from the earth to the heavens, not the words 
of the Quran that we read every day in our copies of the Holy 
Book, but their spirit ; people shall cease to follow it, its laws 
shall be practically treated as dead letter. rrhat will be sign 
of the advent of the Mahdi; the same shall be a signal 
that the appearance of the Messiah is near at hand. Then 
will come the Mahdi or the Messiah, call him by whichever 
name you like, and he shall bring back the Quran to the 
earth, and shall re-establish Islam in its pure unadulterated 
form. And what is said of the man of Persian descent is exactly 
identical. His work coincides with that of the 1\fahdi or Messiah, 
hence he can not he different from the latter. The Messiah is 
the leader of the second of the two best people ; the man of 
Persian descent is, according to the Holy Quran and the Holy 
Proghet's comment on it, the leader of the same people ; 
hence their identity. The man of Persian descent and the 

Mahdi arc only other names for the Promised Messiah: the time 
of their appearance is the same, their work is the same, the 
peo}?lc among whom they have to appear are the same, viz., 
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the second of the two best people ; hence they arc not three 
different personages, but three different names of one and the 

samo messenger of God, who was to be raised in the latt.er days 
to re-establish the true faith on tho earth. If we suppose the man 
0£ Persian descent to be distinct from the Promised Messiah 
or the Mahdi, the advent of the. latter becomes purposeless, for 
tho great work for which the Mahdi or the Messiah was to bo 
raised is performed by the man of Persian descent. 

(h). Another argument which lcacls to tho identity of the 
Messiah and tho Mahdi is the fact that most of the traditions 
on the basis of which a separate Mahdi is expected are unreliabe 

and untrustworthy, so much so that some have been con
strained to reject the very doctrine of the advent of the Mahdi. 
ThJir denial of the 1\1a.hcli is justified so far as a Mahdi apart 
from the Messiah is concerned. Bven those who expect the 

11fahdi are sometimes inclined to think the non-appearance of 
the Mahdi as quite possible and sec no great harm if the 
Mahdi does not appear at nll provided the Messiah is raised. 
'J1110 author of the !Tacleos-ul-Ghashiya, a member of the Ahl-i
Hadoes sect, rcforring to the objections of the deniers of the 
Mahdi declares on page 3-1-3 of his work, vublished in 1301 
A. H.:" Never mind if the Mahdi does uot appear; the advent 
of J·esus is believed iu both by the Muhammadans and the 
Christians, lot him at least come.'' 

The author 0£ the Iqt.irab-ns-Saah, who is ge:Qorally be
lieved to be no other than Siddiq Hassan Khan himself, thns 
expresses his views on this subject. " There is not, however. the 
slighost douht as to tho advent oft.ho Messiah. The Christians 
also believe in and expect his advent. If we suppose that the 

Mahdi will not come, there is no harm iu this ; this does not 
falsify any established doctrine of the Muhammadans. .All 
believe in the advent of the Messiah; may God send him at least, 
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Ho will perform whatever is expected of the Mahdi. The 
Mahdi may come or not; Islam will not suffer thereby. The 
advent of the Messiah will serve the purpose'' (pages 147-48). 

(i). I have already referred to the silence of Imam 

Bukharoe and Inrnm Muslim on the subject of the Mahdi. 

They could not have been ignorant of the traditions that fore

told the Mahdi. But in spite of this, hoth scrupulously avoid 
the very mention of the Mahdi, while of the Promised Messiah 

both q11 oto the words of the Holy Prophet which say that tho 

Messiah is to he "a leader of yours from among yourselves." 
This clearly shows that in the opinion of these two learned 
theologians, whoso eminence is not shared by any other Muham
madan traditionist, it was only the Messiah that had to appear 
in the fatter days as the lea,der of the Muhammadans from among 
themselves and that they did not believe in any Mahdi of the 
latter days distinct from the' Messiah. This conclusion io 
confirmed when we consider that Imam Bukharee believed 
Jesus to be cload, as is apparent from his great work. 'l'hus in 
the opinion of those tvto Imams, the Messiah ,vas to rise from 

amoni the Muslims and he alone wa8 to be their leader. 

(j.} Another conclusive evidence which establishes the 

identity of the Messiah and the Mahdi lJeyond the shadow of a 
doubt is that the distinctive work of the TYI essiah, viz., the 
breaking 0£ the cross and the killing 0£ the swine, is also 
attributecl to the Mahdi (sec the Hujaj-ul-Karamah, pages 363 

and 382, and the Iqtirah-us-Saah, page 54). Can there be a moro 
conclusive proof of the identity of the Messiah and the Mahdi? 
The only things which served as a distinctive mark for the 
Messiah were the breaking 0£ the cross and the killing of the 
swine, and these very things, it is said, arc the work of tho 
Mahdi. Does not this then show that the Mahdi and the 

Messiah are identical? No body can deny tlrnt the person who 
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shall appear in the latter days to break. the cross and kill the 
swine shall be no other than the Messiah. Of the Promised 
Messiah, the Holy Pror,hot said Jyi~. c.JI r.:Js.:;, ;~J <Sil-~~ u.-sd u-.3.J !, 
)~ )is1J ) J1~1,) --:-~Lal ; )""'f.~ ll v,J: l.oS:.::.. r~ j"° r,:J? ) l~; " I swear 

by llim who has pm.Yer over my soul, the time is coming when 
J·esus, sou of Mary, shall appear among you, a great and just 

judge, he will brcah the cross and kill the su·inc.'' Other 
traditions may be quoted to the same effect, but they are all 
well-known and may be passed over here. '.l'he reader will see 
that the most important things that arc said of the Messiah are 
the breaking oI the cross and the killing of the swine; and when 
the same two deeds are nscribed to the Mahdi, in exactly 
identical ,vorc.ls, there is every reason to believe that in both 
cases the Holy Prophet was referring to one and the same 
person. 

(k.) "\Vhat 11as gone above conclusively establishes the 
identity of the Mahdi ::md the Messiah, Both have to appear 
in the same ago, live for the ::;amo period of time, and do the 
same work, both resemble in personal appearance and both are 
spoken of as Imams or leaders; therefore, they cannot be two 

different persons. 'l1119re can be no Fatimitc or Abba.side Mahdi 
in the days of the Promised Messiah, for leadership, it is said, 
shall pass out of the hands of t.hc Qurosh in his day. The 
two rnost eminent. Imams, Bukharee and Muslim, speak 
only of one leader and that the Messiah. Jesus, son of Mary , 
is dead and cannot come back. Therefore the Messiah must be 
a leader of ours from among ourselves. The Messiah is admitted 
to be the greatest Mahdi. The Holy Prophet and the Holy Quran 

speak only of two great people as the best, viz., the comp~nions 
of the Holy Prophet and those of the Promised Messiah. The 
.Mahdi i::i spoken of as appearing in a double character, as a 
representative of the .Arabian Prophet, Ahmad, and of the 

Israelite prophet, Jesus, son of Mary. Much of what is said 
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of one is said of the other, so much so, that both are represented 
as breaking the cross and killing the swine. All these things 
point to the sure conclusion that the Messiah and the Mahdi 
are two names for one and the same person. In addition 
to all these testimonies, we find the Holy Prophet him
self, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, 
bearing testimony to the accuracy of the conclusion that I have 
arrived at above, by declaring in plain, clear and unequivocal 
words &-~.c 1l ) 1...5' vf"° » ''The Mahdi is no other than tho 
Promised Messiah '' (vide Ibn M ajah and Hakim). The Mahdi 
is no other than the Messiah, this is what I have proved with 
conclusive argmncnts and this is what the Holy Prophet said 
in plain words. 

'£he reader· may wonder how was it possible that in spite 
o[ these plain words of the Holy Prophet, tho .Mahdi has been 
hitherto looked upon as a dfatinct person from the Messiah .. 
Tho reason of this lies in the fatal error to which I have already 
referred, the error of believing Jesus to be still alive on the 
heavens. l3nt still people have not been wanting wl10 in spite 
of their belief in the life of Jesus on the heavens have always 
held that the Mahdi and the Messiah are one. I have referred to 
this school already. 

To be continued. 
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l11 Memoriam : Mirza Ohulam 
Al1mad. 

Mirza Ghufam Ahmad of Qactian, the founder of the 
Ahmadiyya movement, passed away peacefully at 10-15 A.M". 

on. the 26th May lDOS, at the Ahmadiyya Buildings, Lahore, 
to which city he had gone on a, short visit, The approaching 
end had been foreseen hy tho groat seer himself more than two 
years before the sad event, and revefa.tions foretelling that the 
time of death \Vas very near wero published in December 1905 
in his ''vVill'' which ·was published in this paper in January 
1!)06. It would not be out d place to call the reader's atten
tion to a few passages oI the '<Will'' which begins thus :-

" All praise is due to God, the Lord 0£ \Yorlds, and bless
ings and peace bo upon His Messenger, Muhammad, and his 
ol'fspring and companions all. As Almighty God has informed 
me in various revelations following one another that tho time 
of my death is near, and the rovelat.ions in this respect have 
been so many and so consecutive that they have shaken my 
yery existence from the foundations and made this life quite 
indifferent to me, I have, therefore, thought it proper that I 
should write dmvn for my :friends and for such other persons as 
can benefit from my teachings some words of advice, I give. 
first the holy ,.,rords of the revelation vrhich giving me news of 
my death beforehand has l0<l me to \Yrite these lines. The 
following arc the revelations (as translated into English): 'The 
destined time of thy death has drmvn nigh, and vVe shall not 

leave behind thee any rememberanco of thine which should be 
a source of disgrace to thee. Very little has remained of the 
time appointed for thee by thy Lord, and We shall not leave 
behind thee anything which should be a source cf disgrace kl 
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thoo. And vV o will either let thee see a part 0£ what We 
threaten them with, or "\Ve will take thee to Ourso!£. Thou wilt 
die in such a state that I will ho pleased ·with thoe. Thy time 
has come, and \Ve will keep manifest signs aiter thee to show 

thy truth. The time that ·was promised has drawn njgh, there
fore tell abroaJ tho favours of thy Lord.'" 

.And again: " ' \r cry few da.ys have remained, sorrow ,vill 
overtake all on th[l,t day. Such an<l imch and such things will 
happen and after that will come the event of thy death.''' 

'fhis revehttion was expbineJ in the followi11g words:

HRegarding the occurrences s11oken of in the above revela
tion, I have been informed that death will work havoc on all 
sides. 'rhere ,:vill be earthquakes so severe that they will 
present to the eye the scene of the day of J udgment, and will, 
as it were, turn the cn,rth upside down, mH1 the lives 0£ many 
would he omhittered." 

All these occm-renceq were not to take place in the life-time 
of the l)romiscd J\Jessiah as one of his rnvclations plainly said, 
hut some of them follmvecl so soon the publication of the ''"\Vill'• 

that they left no doubt as to the fast approaching end of the 
recipi(;nt of the revelations. Ou this point we ·would let others 
speak for us, The following note appeared at the time in the 
leading Indian daily, the P,ioncer, on the 22nd April 1906 :-

" The year 190G has not yet r11n a third or its length, but 
it lrns already contrived to compass into its annals a series of 
calamities and disasters tha,t would suffice for ton. Hardly a 
week has been free from the convulsions of Natnre that have 
travelled so impartially round the world. 'l'ho West Indies saw 

the commcncemont with an eruption at Jfortiniquo, said to have 
boon the worst known for sixty years, accompanied with great 
volcanic activit,y in the neighbouring islands. Followed a dis
astrous storm-wave ancl inundation in the valley of Missisippi 

Formosa is visited by two earthquakes of the severest character 
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in successive months, probably for more violent than that which 
has been the means of destroying Frisco. An explosion of fire
damp in a French mine, where such a thing was previously 
unheard of, produces the worst colliery disaster of which there 
is any record. The last survivors of this catastrophe have 
hardly been brought to the snrfaco, before our sympathies are 
called off to South Italy, where Vesuvius bursts out with a vio
lence unknown for centuries and threatens to stifle Naples 
herself under dust and ashes. Defore the safety of the fair 
Calabrian capital is well assured1 the centre of this general 
disturbance of underground nature has travelled to the equally 
beautiful and smiling coast of California, and has laid the 
delectable city of the 1lVestern world in ruins. It would be hard 
to parallel such general havoc since the first century A.D. when 
earthquakes and eruptions were abroad throughont Europe and 
Asia Minor, giving currency to ideas which are reflected in the 
imagery of the Apocalypse." 

It would thus be seen that the death of the Promised Mes
siah being in accordance wit.h his published prophecies and his 
last will was not unexpected. In fact., during the last two years 
he had received a large number of revelations all speaking of 
his approaching end, unt.il only a \veek 1Jefore his death he was 
told that the time for departure had actually come. Some of 
the opponents of the movement are busy in declaring that with 
the death of the founder the movement itself must come to an 
end, but such allegations were answered long before by the 
Promised Messiah himself in his last "'\Vill'' in which he says:-

'~It is a Divine law, and since man was created Almighty 
God has always been manifesting this law, that Ho assists His 

prophets and messengers and gives them triumph, as He says : 

'God has written, I will surely prevail, I and My Apostles' 
(lviii: 22). Their triumph means that as they wish that the 

ca\lse of God should prevail upon earth, and none should be 
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able to oppose it, so it is brought about, and Almighty God 
makes their truth evident by powerful signs. The righteousness 

which they wish to spread upon earth is sown like a seed with 
their hands, but it is not in their life-time that this seed grows 

into a powerful tree. On the other hand, He sends death to 

them at such a time that their mission is still in fear 0£ failure, 
and thus gives ::m opportunity to their opponents to laugh at 

them and to scorn and abuse them. After they are thus laughed 
at, He manifests another hand oi His power, and brings means 
into existence by which that purpose is completely achieved 
which had been left incomplete in tho first instance. In short, 
two different manifestations of Divine power are witnessed, one 
at the hands of-the prophet himself, and the other after his 
death when difficulties surround the infant dispensation on aU 
sides, and the enemies are in the height of their power and 
think that. the mission 0£ the prophet will be wrecked and his 
followers destroyed, when even the followers show anxiety and 
their hearts fail and many unfortunate men apostatize. It is at 
such a j ltncture that Almighty God manifests a second time 
His mighty power and supports the cause of the tottering 
mission, He, therefore, who waits patiently to the last mo• 
ment sees this great miracle. So it happened in the- time of 
Abu Bakr when the death of the Holy Prophet was thought to 
be premature and many ignorant dlvellers in the desert became 
renegades and the companions of the Holy Prophet also became 
like mad men on account of great grief. Then Almighty God 
made Abu Bakr to stand up, and showed a second time tho 
manifestation of His power. . . . . . . . Thus it happened in 
the case of Moses who died in the way before he reached the 
goal to which he wanted to take the children of Israel, and l)fi 

account of his untimely death and sudden departure the Israe
lites ~ept for forty days. Similar was the case 0£ Jesus, and 
eveu the apostles dispersed at the time of his crucifixion, one 0£ 
them having apostatizedi 
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"Bear in mind then, my dear friends, that it being an 

established Divine law that He shows two manifestations of His 
power that He may thus bring to naught two false pleasures of 
tho opponents, it is not possible that He should neglect this old 
law now. Be not, therefore, grieved at what I have said, and 

lot. not your hearts fool sorry, for :it is necesi:;ary for you to see a 
second manifestation of Divine power, and it is better for you 
for it is perpetual and will not be intercepted to the day of 

Judgment. But it cannot come until I go, and when I go, then 

will Almighty God send it for you and it will remain with you 
:for ever. Thus had Almighty God promised in the Barahin·i
Ahmadiyya, and that promise does not concern me but it 
concerns you, as He says : ' And I will make those who follow 
thee prevail over those who deny thee to the day 0£ J udgment .' 
It is necessary, therefore, that you should see the day of my 
departure, so that after it rnay come that blessed day whose 
promise continues for ever. Our God is a true and faithful 
God and He is true to Bis promise, ancl Be will make you 
witness everything that He has 1iromisccl." 

Mirz:1 Glwhttn Ahmad was born in or about the year 1837 
and his age at the time of his death was, therefore, 'l4 lunar 
years. This was in accorda~ce with ,vhat he had written long 
before, saying that he had been informed by Goel that he would 

live for eighty years or a few years less than that. It is not pos
sible within the limits oI t.l1is short article to give even a brief 
review of the life of the Promised .Messiah or to describe the 
important work which was done within the short space 0£ a life 
0£ seventy-odd years. It was after he had attained his thirtieth 
year that tho light of Di vine revelu.tion first dawned upon him. 
In the year 18G8, so we are told in the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya, 
his first and most important work, the word of God came to him 
revealing the great ble::;siugs that wore in store for him. It said ~ 

~Thy God has been highly pleased with th(~O on account of this 

thy deed and He will shower .His numerous blessings upon thee 
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so much so that kings will seek blessings from thy clothes" 
(page 520). The period of his revefatiuns thns extended 
fully over forty years and this may be said to be the period of 
his ministry. 

From the earliest notice that wo have of him, Mirza Ghulam 

Ahmad figures as a great champion of Islam and defender of 
the principles of the .Muslim faith. Between the years 1870 and 
1880 he wrote important articles in defence 0£ falam in various 
vernacular papers, and his fame as an advocate of the Muslim 
faith soon spread in the whole country. li'our parts of the 
Barahin-i-A.hmadiyya appcarnd during 1880-1884 and then 
followed a series 0£ publications whose number almost exceeds 
the number of his years. These publications em brace a vast 
variety of subjects in the sphere of religion and deal with 
almost all the important religions of the world. Hist last work 
entitled the "Message of Peace'' he had only finished literally on 
tho very eve of his death. 

On account of his writings against Christianity, the Chris
tian missionaries had a. grudge against him which sometimes 

found vent in a very unbecoming manner. On one occasion 
they tried to implicate him in a murder case, which was 
ultimately found Ly the Magistrate to be concocted by some 
native preacher:,; of the Gospel of Christ. Whell'uuable to refute 
his arguments, t-hey would pose to be ignoring him altogether, 
but they could not maintain perma.neutly even this attitude. 
rrhe Bishop of Lahore who in addition to his episcopal dlities 

assumed the r0lo of a preacher of Gospel to the Muslims was 
invited by him to a discussion 011 the respective merits of Chris
tianity and Islam, but tho great prelate judiciously refused to 
outer the lists against him, the chief reason of his denial being 
that his opponent claimed an equality with Jesus Christ by his 
claim to Messiahship. It was for this reason also that he was 
vilified by some unscrupulous Ch1·istian writers. 'l'he Arya 
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Samaj also on account of religious dii1erences assumed an 
attitude of hostility towards him, and in the murder case referr
ed to abov0 the Arya Samajicts joined hands with the Christian . . . 
m1ss10nanes, 

The Muhammadans differed in their attitude towards him 
in the earlier and later periods of l1is life, the claim to be the 
Pl'omised :M:ahdi and Messiah being the turning point. Up to 
the year 1880 ho was universally admitted by the :Muhammadans 

to bo the best champion of Islam against hostile religions and 
tho ablest exponent of it;:; doctrines. In J 889 he found fault 
with certain beliefs of the Mulrnmmn.nans with regard to the 
advent of Lhc Mahdi and the Messiah. He stated that Jesus 
Christ whose personal .second advent was expected by the 
Muhammadans had really died and that the Promised Messiah 
was to rise from among the followers of the Iloly Prophet 
Muhammad. He further declared that the Muhammadan belief 
in the appearance 0£ a .M:ahdi who should wage war with the 
non-Muslims to convert them to the faith of Islam was erroneous 
a.nd contradictory to the Islamic teachings as contained in the 
Holy Quran. These declarations corn bined with the claim which 
he advanced on the basis of Divine revelation, viz., that he him
self was the Promised Mahdi and Messiah, led to the raising of 
an outcry against him which shook Muhammadan India from 

ono end to the other. 'fhe more intelligent Muslims remained 
aloof, but the masses lc<l by the 1\1 ullas were so infuriated 
ugainst him that had it not been for the laws 0£ the Government 
tliey would have torn him to pieces. 'I111e leading Mullas pre

pared a. fat·wa against him in which he as well as his followers 
were declared to ho heretics deserving to be murdered. The 
hostile attitude that was thus assumed by the orthodox 
Muslims towards the new sect still exists, but of late it has 
softened in a marked degree. 

The groat work which Mirza Glmfam Ahmad has done 1n 
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his forty years' ministry is that ho has restored lifo to rnligion. 
Before he beg::m to preach, all religions were considered as 
so many sets of doctrines that were established centuries ago 
by their :founders by working mighty miracles. Tl10 different 
religions only vied with each other in relating wonderful 
stories of these miracles, tlie time for which, it was declared 
by all, had long pased. Thus had religion itself become a 
thing of the past, a conglomeration of stories, a mass of dead 
matter, so to say. 'fhe preaching 0£ Alunad was from the very 
first directed against this view of religion, and he strongly 
preached that religion was as much a life now as it was in 
the time past, that men could even now attain to the close 
union with Goel to which they attained in bygone ages as 
the lives of the prophets, sages and saints of all countries 
reveal to us, that God oven now spoke to His righteous servants 
as He spoke when these religions fi.rst came into life, and t.hat 
the same Divine laws even now governed the lives of men. He 
pointed out that just as according to every religion God saw 
the deeds of men listened to their prayers and spoke to them 
in time past,. so He even now saw their deeds, listened to their 
prayers and spoke to them. God did not change because 
He wa-s eternal and unchangeable, but men had changed be
cause they quitted the paths of righteousness· by walking in 
which they had at one time Divine blessings showered upon 
them. He showed the unreasonableness of the doctrine which 
holds that though God sees as he saw in the past and listens 
to the prayers of His servants as He listened to them in the 
past, yet Ho does not speak now as He spoke in the past. In 
proof of this t.eaching he offered himself as being the recipient 
of Divine revelation, as one whose prayers were listened to 
and answered by God and to whom deep secrets of the future 
,vcre revealed. He further declared that l1y following in his 
footsteps anyone could attain to the same close union with the 
Divine Being and have the same blessings showered upon him. 
J..ccording to him true and living ~gion produced a per• 
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ceptable effect upon the life of the individual in this very wodd, 
and the promises of the next life \Yere nothing i£ their fulfilment 
could not be witnessed in this life. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a staunch supporter of the 
Government all his life. When he first advanced his claim 
to be the Mahdi and Messiah expected by the Muhammadans 
and the Christians, the Government must no doubt have natur
ally felt anxious on account of the trouble which every claimant 
to Mahdiism had given before his time, but his peaceful role 
and pronounced and unmistakable expressions of loyalty soon 
removed all suspicions. He was a firm believer in the justice, 
neutrality and good intentions of the Government, and strongly 
supported all its measures. In the recent agitation against 
Gove-rnment he strongly adhered to his own principles of loyalty 
and confidence in the justice of the Government, and in obedience 
to his exhortations, his folfowers all ke1)t aloof from the 

V 

agitation. 

It is impossible to dwell upon the many noble traits 0£ his 
character in this brief article. What has been said above will 
suffice for the present. '11he gre:1t works of the secular and 
religious education of tho :Muslims and the propagation of 
Islam which he hacl cornrncncccl will now be conducted, as 
even they were conducted in his lifo-time since the publication 
of his will, by the Sadr .Anjuman-i-Ahmadiyya, while Maulvi 
Hakeem Noor-ud-Din has been selected as the successor of the 
Promised Messiah in the leadership of the movement. 
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The Messenger of Peace. 
In the death of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the world has lost 

an eminent Messenger of Peace-. 'l1here are two particular 
points in the teachings of the departed Reformer which I have 
not mentioned in the notice of obituary given elsewhere, but 
to which I now draw the reader's attention under a separato 
headirg on account of their prominence an<l importance. One 
of these concerns only the religion of Islam though its effect 
is far-reaching, while the other concerns the non-Muslim re• 
ligions and thus has a much wider scope. There is a wide
spread misconception as to the tolerance of Islam which is 
really the chief hinderance to the acceptance of its sublime 
teachings, and it is this misconception that the founder of the 
Ahmadiyya moveuient fought against for nearly twenty years, 
and we believe that he succeeded in showing, first.Iy, that Islam 
not only tolerates other religions but actually considers the 

founders of all great religions to be the prophets of God, and 
secondly, that the Holy Prophet never propagated his religion 
hy tho sword, nor shall propagation by this means ever be 

lawful in Islam, thus rejecting in one breath the doctrines of 
Jchacl and the advent of a Ghazi Mahd·i. 

The religion of the future, if ever humn.nit.y is destined 
to have one religion, must, in its main outlines, follow the 
principles laid down by the great messenger of peace who has 
just passed away. To quote his own words uttered only a few 
months before his death : 

"The Holy Quran makes it obligatory upon its :followers to 
accept all the prophets ,vho are accepted by large numbers of 
the human race. According to the Qnra.n it is a sufficient 
argument of the truth of those prophets that they are accepted 
as true by a great part of the world and that the assis.tance 
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and support 0£ God was granted them at every step. High is 
the dignity 0£ Go:! and He is above such things as that He 
should make millions of human beings the devoted followers 
of a person whom He knows to be an impostor and a deceiver 
and a liar, for if the same honour is given to an impostor as to a 
true prophet 0£ God, then there remains nothing which should 
enable a seeker aft,er truth to distinguish the one from the 
other and every matter relating to prophethood becomes ob
scure.'' 

Having established this broad principle, he thus addressed 
the Arya Samaj, the advanced Hindu sect which considers the 
Ahmadiyya movement and its founder to be inimical to it in 
the highest degree : 

'' My dear countrymen: do not throw away these words of 
mine but give them your deepest reflection. We live in one 
country and are one another's neighbours. Let us then live 
in such peace and friendship that we may be as members of one 
body . • . . . . . Are you then prepared, my friends ! to take 
this step to lay the basis of the long desired union by accepting 
this principle of peace, viz., that as we regard those Rish-is 
and A-vata1·s 0£ yours, who are accepted and highly revered 
by millions of your people, as tn1thful aud righteous servants 
of God, you also may in a like manner believe with a sincere 
heart in the prophethood of our Holy Prophet, Muhammad, 
upon whom be peace and the blessings of God. . . . . . . . . 
My countrymen! I entreat you to join with us in advancing 
towards that goal of peace and union for which we have already 
started, and thus deal a death-blow to the hatred and ill-feeling 
which is eating a.way our country." 

It. is well-known that Islam considers the prophets men
tioned in the Bible to be true prophets of God, but though the 
Holy Quran plainly said that" of the prophets that have passed 

in the world there are some that We have mentioned to thee 



1008.) THE MESSENGER OF PEACE. 233 

(in the Holy Quran) whilo there are others whom Vie have 
not mentioned to thee," meaning by the first the prophets of 
the Bible, the chief of whom are mentioned in the Holy Quran, 
and by the second the prophets that appeared in other countries 
and were not mentioned by name in the Holy Quran, yet the 
Muslims have been slow to recognise the prophets of other 
countries. The early Muslims when they first came into contact 
with the Persians recognised Zoroaslcn· as belonging to the 
second category in the verse quoted above and some Muslim 
saints expressed favorable opinions as regards Rama and 
Krishna on the basis of that very verse, but the broad principle 
of religious union as stated above was first laid down by the 
I>romised Messiah, and its reasonableness and attractiveness 
coupled with the harmony which it can produce in the world 
arc, no doubt, the strongest recommendations for its general 
acceptance by the fdlowers of all religions, and tbe most exclu
sive and narrow religions must give ·way before it if they are 
ever willing to be amenable to reason. The religion of the 

f 

future must, no doubt, start upon this principle as its basis 
and the future generations shall, when they learn to live in 
peace and union with each other, express their great gratitude 
to the Messenger of Peace ·who first inculcnted it. 

The founder of the Ahmadiyya movement was engaged at 
Lahore, in l'-rorking ont 111 full the plans upon which union 
could be promoted between the Hindus and the :Muhammadans 
by tl10 recognition of this principle when death overtook him. 
But he had <lone his work. rrhc prophets of God are raised 
only to sow the seed, and when they have done it they are called 
back, the seed that was sown by them continuing to grow. 
Thus it was in the case of the Promised Messiah. He had said 
all tlut he had to say and delivered his message to the world, 
and the seed sown by him would, no doubt, grow after him 
into a fruitful tree. "1'ho Message of Peace'' is the last message 
of the great Messenger of Peace to this world. 
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The other message of peace which Ahmad delivered was 
his teaching against Jehad. He shmYed conclusively that. the 
Holy Prophet did not undertake any war for the propagation 
of Islam, but that he was compelled to resort to fighting in 
self-defence and to establish religious liberty. Hut the death
blow to this erroneous doctrine was dealt by Ahmad's learned 

exposition of the doctrine relating to the advent of the Mahdi. 
The goncr::tl l\fuhamma<lan belief, before Ahmad threw light 
upon the doctrine, was that in the latter days a man named 
Mahdi would appear at the head of an army and vanquish all 
non-Muhammadan powers putting to the svrnrd every non
Mnslim individual who refoscd to accept Islam. The name of 

the Mahdi has for this reason been alvvays associated with blood
shed and disturbances, and ,vherover a man set up his claim to 
l\:Iahdiism the massos flocked round his banner and became a 
menace to public peace. It was this doctri~o which supplied 
nourishment to tlJC doctrine of J ehad, for if Almighty God was 
to send a messenger to slay non-Mnslims, v,hy should not any 
other Muhammadan do this meritorious deed by murdering 
an unbeliever. The doctrine of Jchacl could, therefore., never 
be uprooted unless and until the doctrine relating to the 
advent of a Gha✓,i 1\fohdi wns falsified. It was only fro~ this 
point that a death-blow could be dealt to the doctrine of Jchad 
and such a blow wa;:; dealt by the founder 0£ t11c Ahmadiyya 
movement. The Malidi. lw shmved, w:1s to establish the supe
riorit,y of Islam not by brute force but by heavenly signs and 
by pomting out the excellence of its teaching. There was 
great opprn,ition as the belief was deep-rooted but so clear 
was its expm;iti0n and ;:;o conclusive the arguments in its favour 
that the deadliest enemies of the movement, the very Mullas 
who at first prepared fatwa:-:: of hornsy against the upholder 
of these views, have nltima.teJy recognised its reasonableness. 
Thus have two dangerous doctrines been s·wept off with one 
stroke and a principle of peace has bee·n established in their 
place. Even those who do not accept .Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
as the Promised Mahdi will still not be prepared to cherish 
a belief in the advent of a, Ghazi Mahdi because they have come 
to know that.such a doctrine is a blot on the face of Islam. 
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Press Notices on tl1e death of 
the Protnised 1Viessiah. 

Below we give quotations from some Indian newspapers that 
have noticed the death of the fonnder of the Ahmadiyya move
ment. In reading these notes it should be borne in mind that 
religious prejudice was strong against the deceased leader in 
cerh1in qua.rters. vVe do not intend to criticise these remarks, 

but we might be allmvcd to contradict in the beginning the 
estimate of the adherents of the movement and the probable 
date of the birth of the founder which may more correctly be 
placed at 183G or 18:37. 

The Civil and Iv:Hlitary Gazette, Lahore:-
" 1fir7,,1 Ghubm Ahmad Khan of Qa<lia.11 in Gurdaspur 

District, who dicc1
. at Lahore last Tuesday at the age of 69, was 

a notable :Muhammadan preacher and founder of the Qadian 
sect said to number twenty thonsand adherents. ':l1he Mirza, 
whG was held in grnat respect, was many years ago in the 
service o[ the Government, but resigned in order to devote 
himsc'!.f entirely to religious and cd uc:1tional work. Himself a. 
landowner and jaui:trlar, Mirza exerted his influence with his 
co-religionists to support law and order. He had come to 
Lahore on a mission of peace to arrange for the ef>tablishment 
of a society to promote harmony and Hnion between Hindus 
and Muhammadans. A couplo of (lays before his death he 

interviewed several Hirnln gentlemen of positio11 in Lahore 
seeking their co-operation for the carrying out or his idea. 

His remains '\Yero taken to Q,1dian, the head-quarters of the 

sect 01 whieh ho was tho fou ndor and head, and the funeral 

ceremonies will take place there.'' 

The Pioneer, Allahabad, l\~ay 3oth:-
,, If one of the Prophets or Mount Carmel could return 
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from the upper world and resume his mission among mankind, 
he would hardly boa more incongruous fignre among Twentieth 
Century surroundings than was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Khan 

of Qadian, whom death has overtaken, as it overtakes all in 

these days, at his home in the Punjab. Of bto years the Mirza 
under the influence of advancing years had relapsed into quie
tude, but at one time his name was as familier to people out here 
as that of Dr. Booth. His position as a l\'Iuhammadan theolo
gian we are not qualified to appreciate : but it is certian that 
he had at one time a very large following, the result of his 
personn1 influence and teaching. Mirz:a Ghulam Ahmad never 
doubted of himseH or his calling ancl believed with absolute 
sincerity that he had been endowed with inspiration and of 
superhuman powers. But instead of living in the Eighth 
ce'ltury B.C., his lot was cast in the Nineteenth A.D., and h~ 
had to accommodate himself to his surroundings. So instead of 
going off to the desert and taking up his abode under a guard 

or in a cave, he took in the newspapers, joined in current con
troversies, remained a good citizen and a loy::tl adherent of the 
British Government. Yet sometimes the other si<lo of his nature 
would get the upper hand, as when ho challenged the astonish
ed Bishop "\Velldon to a contest of miracles after the manner 
of Elijah and the priests 0£ Baal, the result to decide once 
for all which was the true religion. Even then the l\Jirza was 
ready to accept every modern guarantee against deception, 
but the Anglican champion would not take up the appeal .... 

. . . . . . . . . Those who have moved the world in religion 
have been much more akin to Mirza Ghnlam in temperament 
than to a modern Archbishop of Canterbury. Had Ernest 
Renan been in India during the last twenty years. he would 
certainly have gone and studied the Mirza, and the result might 
have been some added flashes of insight in the wonderful 
account of the prophets of Israel. Our insular instincts do not 
encourage such affinites, and the result is that our theological 
literature is what it is-stamped with the limitations of the 
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Deanery and the Close. In any case the Seer of Qadian was 

a man who does not come every day. Peace to his ashes." 

The Unity and Minister, Calcutta, (7th June):-
" Death has been announed of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 

known as the prophet of Qadian in the Punjab. l'he deceased 
was a very interesting personage. It has been evident from the 
days oE the caliphs that the different traits of Muhammad's 

character were respectively parcelled out among his disciples. 
'l'hc spirit of devotion peculiar to the Prophet of Arabia 
prevailed in a prominent measure in some, the zeal for aggres
sive propagandism w;1s the special trait of others and kindness 
and humility were inherited by some others. 'l'he Qadian 
prophet was endowed with the gift of prophecy. He claimed 
inspiration in his teachihgs and declared himself as the prophet. 
By the force of character and conviction, he gathered around 
him about twenty thousand adherents. He was a good scholar 
and was well-versed, not only in the tenets of his own religion, 
but of Christianity and Hinduism. His rnag·azine entitled 
Rr,oicw of Relig1'.ons, which was ably conducted, showed an 
acutoncss of his power of criticism. He too was imbued with 
the idea of harmony of religions which so much pervades the 
religious world at the present time. He tried to reconcile the 
essential traits o:E Hinduism with those of Christianity and 
:Muhammadanism, but he exposed unsparingly some of the doc
trines of the Christian religion which he believed to be erroneous. 

IIc always tried to prnach lo31alty to the Government and the 
Loyal Manifesto issued by him some time ago did great good 
to his followers and fellow-believers. The dc::ith of such a 
man cannot hut be deplored by the community." 

The Aligarh Institute Gazette:-
''The deceased was an acknowledged writer and the founder 

of the ' Mirzai ' sect. Born in 1839 or 1840, he received a 
thorough education in Oriental sciences. To his last day he 
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was a lover of books, and shrank from all mundane occupations. 

For some years he was a state servant at Sialkot, but having 
resigned his post returned to his homo at (..iadian in the Punjab. 
From 1874 to 187G he wielded his pen against Christians, 
Aryas and Brahmos. In 1880 he began his carrer as an author. 
His first book was a dofonco oI Isbm to which ho invited a 
reply, offering a reward of Rs. 10,000. Ho claimed to be the 
appointed Messiah for the lDth century. In 1889 he began to 
make disciples, of which ho is reported to have had 15,000, 
He often met the learned of other faiths, and was on several 
occasions denounced a hnfi,·. Ho was several times hauled 
up in law-courts, and has loit behind folly 80 books written 
by himself, of which twenty are in Arabic .... The deceased 
was undoubtedly a great champion of Islam ..... " 

The Arya Patrika, Lahore :--

"Every man has both lights and shades in his life, and it. 
is humane to see the bri o-[1t sido ·when ho leaves the world. 

0 

Mirza Qu.dian with aH wc:1lrnesscs professed to liYo a great 

pa.rt of his life for a religious c:1,use, and whatever might lia,:e 

been the merits of Iii::; personal views on rnattcni oI religion 
his name is connoctod with a religiom; society which he has 
organised. Muhammadans will judge bc:-;t t.he 1)art played by 
Mirza toward::, the progress 0£ Islam, but ono notable mark in 
his teachings which others can soo was a broader and more 
tolerant view of the religion 0£ Muhammad than is ordinarily 
found among the Muslims. 'l1he attitude of Mirz,1 tmvards the 
Arya Samaj was never friendly, and l1is personality excites 
conclusive emotions in our breast -Yvhen "·e remember the past 
history of the Arya Samaj. '' 
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A Christian Sect of Russia. 
Christianity is still giving birth to more sects than any 

other religion. In Russia, John of Cronstac1t has a very largo 
following, and like other prophets of Christianity he also 
pretends to be a healer. Like a true Christian of old days ho 

hates the Jews and instigates their persecution and massacre. 
Ho has twice prophesied the end of the world apparently 
without success ns both dates have passed a.way. 'l'he first 
time he fixed the end of the world jn May 1905, and after it 
was falsified he fixed the date as 12th January 1 DOB. Christian 
prophesiers have always been very anxious to bring about the 
end of the world, but unfortunately for them, or rather for
tunately, it. has not come. The early Christians never thought 
that another century would see the world in its normal 
condition, and the very Bible prophecies which were interpreted 
us foretelling the end oI the world in the first century of the 
Christian era are after the lapse of two thousand years interpre
ted with as much plausibility as foretelling that disaster within 
our own time, with as disappointing a result as was witnessed 
in the earlier generations. John oI Cronsta<lt has, however, 
been actually a gainer, though n loser in. reputation, by these 
prophecies. Thousands of people are said to have sold all they 
had in expectation o:E the coming end and given the proceeds 
to their prophet. The incorrectness of the prophecy was easily 
explained where there were so many dupes to believe. It was 

said that the end was delayed by the intercession of John 
himself who seeing that the sinners were not ready interceded 
for them. 

::rho worst feature of the sect is its daring immorality. 
The 'T1·uthseeker of New York is responsible for the following: 

''Their proceedings have grown so scandalous that the 
police have been obliged to interfere and shut their 'refuges,' 
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as their places of i.Yorship are called, in many towns. They 
celebrate their rites by all kin<ls of orgies. They abduct young 
boys and girls for immoral purposes, Their retreats which are 
8upposcd to be convents for men and women, are nothing less 
than hotbeds of immorality where tho ~J ohannitcs' tempt the 
young people of the neighbourhood. Those who fall under 
their influence pay for the introduction to these places and for 
initiation in the black magic that is practised there. 

''1,o understand the mixture of religious fanaticism and 
viciousness that is rife among the 'Joha.nnites' one must bear 
in mind that Russians are a very mystically inclined as well as 
a sensuous people. This is why, under the. pretense of religion, 
the most terrible abuses are 11ractised, not only among the 
'Johannites,' but among many other sects, who, having been 
formed with the purest possible intentions, rapidly fall into 
hands of visionary and vicious fanatics. One terrible practice 
these Johannites have adopted is that of telling· the peasant 

that all children who arc born now are little devils, Anti
Christs who must be stamped out immediately after their 
birth. It is easy to see how such a theory encourages looseness 
of morals among their followers, and it was doubtless invented 
as an excuse for the orgies which take place in the refuges. 
Added to this, obscene literature of the worst kind is scattered 
wide-spread by them. Several cases have lately occurred in 
which children, born delicate and developing slowly, have been 
taken out into the fields or forests at the instigation of •Johan.
nites' and stoned to death among the wild shrieks and dances 
of the murderers.'' 

Does not the doctrine of atonement afford satisfaction in 

ull such cases '( 
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