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The Message of Peace. 
(By the late Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the 

Promised Messiah and 
Mahdi.) 

<>tE3¾> 
•Q my powerful God ! my beloved guide! guide us into 

the path by walking in which Thy truthful and sincere servants 
taste of the sweetness of union with Thee, and keep us off 
from ways which are traversed by those who arc moved by 
rnvenge or hatred or the attainment 0£ sensnal desires or 
worldly ends. :My beloved countrymen all of us, whether 
we arc Hindus or Muhammadans, are, notwithstanding hundreds 
of differences, at one in lJelieving in a God who is the Creator 
and Lord of the world. ~forcover, we have a common cause 
not only because we are all human beings, but also because 
being dcmi,-:;ens of one and the ::-;ame country arc truly as 
neighbours to each other. It is, therefore, meet that we should 
live as true ancl sincere friends and sincerely sympathize with 

*'f'his ii; the trnnslation of a paper written by the l:,te Mirza Glmlam Ahmad 
during the !ast two or three <lay~ of his lifo an,i. it was intcndccl to be read at 
Lahore on the :nsc ~lay, but the death of the writer prevcntcLl this arrangement, 

and it was read on tlie 21st June at the University Hall, Lahore, in a gathering of 
over five thousand men including most of the respectable lcad<.irs of Hindu anil 

lluhammadan society, Mr. Justice l';C, Chatterjee was in the chair, 
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each other in tomporal a8 well ag religious difficulties so that 

we may be as parts of one whole or members of one body. 

1\Iy dear countrymen, that religion does not deserve the 
name of religion which docs not inculcate broad sympathy 
with humanity in general, nor docs that person deserve to be 

ca11ccl a human being who has not a sympathetic soul within 
him. Our God has not made any invidious distinction between 
cliITcrcnt peoples and He is not unjust to any. The powers and 
faculties which Ho granted to the ancient people of India wero 
also granted to the Arabs, the Persians, the 8yrians, the Chinese, 
the .Japanese, the Europeans and the Americans. For all tlrn 
earth of God serves alike as a floor, and for the sake of all the 
sun, the moon and the stars give their light and perform such 
other functions as God has charged them with. All people 
alike derive benefit from air, water, fire, ear~h and other things 

created by God and all equally use the produce of the earth. 
its corns and its herbs, its flowers and its fruits. 'l'hese are the 
broad Divine morals which give us a lesson that we should also 
llo good to all our fellow-beings and shou1cl not have contracted 
views and narrow sympatl1y. )1:y friends, know it for cc:::tain that 

whichever oI ns two people shall not revere the Divine morals 
and shall make its national character opposed to those high and 
piuc morals Hl1a1l soon be destroyed, und not only shall that 
generation suffer alone but even the cbilclren of that people 
shall su1Ier the evil conReCJ_nencos. Since the world was 
created, tl1e r:ghteous of all conn tries have borne testimony 
that there is ·w;1.ter of lifo in the Divine morals, ;.,nd that the 

physical 1ifo of man clopencls on his imitating the Divine 
morals which are the fountain-head of peace and safety. 

'rho Holy Qnnrn opens with a ver:c:o which teaches this 
brnrul t1octri1w. 'l'lie first ve,·se ol' t.he ''Opening" chapter of the 
Uoly Qurnn says : -:.1t.",.J l..,J ) '-;-' J .i.lJ -><>=l ) i.e., " .All perfect and 
pure attributes belong to God who is the Lord of all tho worlds." 
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The words used here are so general that they include all the 
different people, diITerent ages and different countries. The 
opening of the Holy Quran wit11 a verso which is so broad in 
its significanco sho\YS clearly tl~at the Holy Quran refutes the 

doctrine which sets limits to the vast and unlimited grace and 
sustenance 0£ God reserving the manifestation of these attri
hntcs for a single people to tlio c.xdm;ion 0£ all others as if 

the latter were not the creation of Goel or m, if after creating 
then-,. Almighty God had utterly forgotten them or thrown them 
away as useless and futile things. For instance, the Jews and 
and the Christians to this day believe that all the prophets 
and messengers that have appeared iu the world have come 
only from. a single branch of the great human :family, viz., the 
Israelites, and that Goel has always been so displeased with 
all the other nut-ions of the world that even finding them in 

errors an<l ignorrmce, He has never C[Lred for them in the least, 
Even Jesus Christ is reported to have said that he had been 
:iont only for the lost sheep of the house of Israel. A claim 
to Divinity, if we admit this claim in the case of Jesus for the 

sake of argument, is wonderfully inconsistent ·with such narrow 

and contracted views. \Vas Christ only the God of the 
Israelites, and was he not equally the Go<l of other people, 
that. ho declared himself to have no concern about the guidance 

and reformation of other people ? 

In short, it is an essential doctrine of the Jewish and 
Christian faiths that all the messengers of God were raised 
from among the Jews and that all tho books were revealed only 
to members of a i;ingle tribe. According to the Cluistians, 
further, Divine revelation stopped with Jesus and the source of 
ins:piration was for ever scaled after him. Beliefs similar to 
tl1csc arc also entertained by the Arya Samaj. Like the Jews 
and the Christians who regard prophecy and revelation as 
the sole possession of the house of Israel and consider other 
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rieople unfit for the boon, the Arya Samajists believe that 
Divine revelation never outstepped the limits of India, but that 
Ahnighty Goel always chooses four rishis from the land of the 
Aryas and reveals over and over again the same text of the 
Vedas through them. setting apart always the same language 
S::mskrit for the expression of His will. 

Thus the Jews and the Christi:.ms on the one hand, and 
the Arya Samajists on the other, do not recognise Almighty 
God to be the Lord of the worlds, for if such were not the case, 
there is no reason that God, who is the Lord of all the worlds 
and of all people and noL the Lord of the Ism.elites or the 
Lord of the Aryas alone, should have been regarded as choosing 
a single people for the manifestation of His will like a biased 
and one-sided man, It is, therefore, to refute this erroneous 
doctrine that .Almighty God has opened His Holy Book with 
the verse q_uoted above. '!'he Holy Quran is foll of verses which 
clearly contradict the belief that prophets have been raised 
from one particular tribe or been sent to one particular country. 
It teaches by the introduct-ion 0£ many an<l varied comparisons 
that as Almighty God has been providing the physical necessities 
of every country according to its conditions and circum
stances, so Ho also provided means for its spiritual training and 
the satisfaction of its spiritual requisites. The Holy Quran says 

in one place in the clearest words J~ ~ tf~_; 11.;.. lJ ) 6.'° ) I.!/~ cJ ) _, 

i.e.," There is no people among whom a warner has not been 

sent." 

In fact, it will be admitted without any discussion that the 
true and perfect God in whom we must all believe is the Lord 
of the whole world. His sustenance is not limited to a particu
cular tribe or a particular ago or a, particular eountry, but He 
is the Sustainer of all people, the Lord of all ages, the King of 
all places and countries, the Fountaifl-head of all grace, the 

Source of every power, physical and spiritual, the Nourisher of all 
tktt is created and the Supporter of all that exists. The grace of 
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God encompasses the whole world and encircles all people and all 
arres, It was ordained thus that no one might complain and say 

0 

that Almighty God poured down His blessings upon such and 
such a people but did not grant those blessings to others, or that 
such and such a people received the gift of Divine revelation from 

Him but that others ·were not favoured with it, or that Almighty 
God revealed Himself through His word and signs and miracles 
in such and such an ago but that Be remained hidden at other 
times. He, therefore, extended His bounty to all and did not 
exclude any people from the all-comprehensive circle of His 
grace, nor did. He deprive any age of His great ble8sings. 

The Divine morals being so broad, it behooves us to imitate 
them. It is with thi8 object, my countrymen, that I now 
place before you this short pamphlet entitled '' 'l'he Message 
of Peace," and I pray ,vith a sincere heart that Almighty God 
may inspire truth into your hearts and make manifest to you 
the sympathy that lies hiclden within our heart::; tiO that you 
may not ascribe it to any motive of self-interest. Friends, 
the next life remains hidden from the eyes of most people and 
that secret is revealed only to the few who are dead before 
they die, but the good or evil that may be done in this life 
can be 2asily seen. 

Every body knows that union can remove difficulties which 
it is hard to remove otherwise. It, therefore,, behooves the 
wise man thaL he should f:eck the blcssino·s of union. The 

b 

Hindus and the :Muhammadans are two people living in this 
country about whom it is im1)ossi'ble to conceive that the one 
can at any time by the use of force expel the other from its 
home. On the other hand, the ties which unite them are so 
strong that it is impossible to cut them asunder now. If one 
of these two nations is visited by any general destruction, the 
other cannot stand aloof and witness the scene but must suffer 
with its neighbour. If one of these two nations will try to 
bring the other into contempt with disc.lain and pride, it shall 
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itself be branded with the same contempt. And if one of them 
docs not sympathise with the other, it shall also suffer the evil 
conscq uonces. H a pe1·so11 belonging to one of these nations 
<loes anything to hring clostrnotion upon the other, he is like 
tho person ·who cnts the brunch upon w11ich ho is himself 
sitting. l:Iy :friends, you arc all educated, and it is time that 
you should purge your hearts of emnity an<l lmtrcu uud advance 
in harmony and friendliness- 'l'he progress which you have 
made should serve to awaken your sympathy for your country
men and neighbours. The difficulties ono meets with in this 
world may be compa.recl to a great desert which one has to 
pass through at a time when the heat of the snn is scorching, 
and to allay the heat and quench the thirst in this perilous 
journey is needed the cold water of union and harmony. 

My fricllds, I invite you to peace at a critical time when 
hoth nations stand urgently in need of peace and agreement 
with each other. Many arc the tria.ls and disasters which have 
been sent upon this world. Earthquakes and famine and 
plague have wrought havoc, a.nd Almighty God has also in
formed me thaL if people do not repent of their evil deeds 
and do not forsake evil ways, more terrible disasters still will 
visit our ~lobe, and one disaster shall not leave us before 
another makes its appearance. At length men will be in great 
distress ancl will begin to ask as to what was going to happen. 
Many shall become like mad men because of their su:ITerings. 
Take care or yourselves, brethren, before those days arrive, 
and let tho Hin<lus and the Muhammadans unite together. 
If one of them is doing any wrong to the other which interferes 
in the union, let it at once give up the doing of that wrong, 
otherwise it shall be "vholly responsible for the enmity and 
hatred between tho two. 

It may be said that union cannot bo brought. about when 
religious differences arc making the split larger and larger 
every day. BLLL the truth is that no 1·eligious difierence is 



H)08.) THE MESSAGE OP PEA.OE, 247 

worth consideration unless both sides are guided by principles 
of wisdom and justice. In this case, however, the differences 
are sm•fl to be settled because with reason as our guide we can 
c:-isily arri vo at a s:-itisfactory solution. As regards the minor 
differences, they need not trouble us as they do not cause any 
hinderancc in the desired union. It, is only when one party 
abuses the religious leaders of the other or calls its sacred book 
as the fabrication of man that religious di1forenccs cause a wide 
breach and become like an impassable gulf between the two 
communities, 

Besides this, the lovers of union will be glad to learn that 
the teaching of the Qman is not opposed to the Vedic teaching, 
but that it is met with in some one or other of the cliITerent 
schools that accept the Vedas. ]Tor instance, though the newly 
risen sect 01 Hinduism, called the Arya Samaj, gives it out as 

the :fundamental doctrine of Hinduism that Vedic revelation 
has sealed the Divine revelation for ever, but the great Avatars 
of tl1e Hindu faith who are followed by tens of millions of the 
people of this country have by their claims of being the l'ecipients 
of Divine revelation shown the falsehood of this principle and 
broken the supposed seal. An example of this is to be met 
with in t.ho person of the renowned Krishna who is accepted 
as an avatar by vast numbcr.s of Hindus in Bengal as well 
as here and who claimed to be the recipient of Divine 
revelation. Ilis followers go so for as to consider him God in 

:flesh, lrnt t.hore is no doubt that he was the prophet and avatar 
(a manifestation of the Divine Being) of his time and Almighty 
Goel revcalocl to him. His holy word. 

In the latt0r days of Hinduism, another example of the 
:-;:imc killll is 1n he met with in the person of Nanak whose 
right.eotrnnuKs and sanctity J1avc an unsullied repnt.ation in this 
conntry ancl w.11ose followers are known as Sikhs and number 
110!. less tkm two millions, Nanak openly claimed to be the 
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recipient of Divine revelation and evidence of this is met with 
in the Granth as well as the Jana,in Sal;;h,is. In one place he 
says that it, was revealed to him by God that Islam was a true 
religion. It was for this reason that, he performed a pilgrimage 
to Mecca and obeyed the injunctions of the Islamic law. It is 

doubtless true that miracles and signs were witnessed at his 
hands, and it is equally true that be was one of the chosen 
and righteous servants of Goel whom God had made to drink 
deep oE His love. Ho was bom among the Hindus to bear 
witness to the fact, that l:.;lmn was a Divine religion. Any 
one who sees his sacred rc]ics at Dora Balm Nanak which bear 
the clearest testimony to his profession of the Islamic formula 
of faith ill ) J J"') J..o-s--, .. &U i .lJ J &J I », ie., "There is no god 
but God and Muhammad is the Apostle of God,'~ or those at 
Guru Har Sahai in the Jforozepur District among which is the 
Holy Qur;:in, shall not hesitate :for a moment to declare that 
Nanak had, with the help of a pure heart and a pu.r-e nature 
and sincere exertions in the way of God, found out the deep 
secret which remained hidden from the eyes of the Pundits. 
Thus Nanak, by his claim to be the recipient of Divine revela
tion and by the signs which ho showed, completely refui:ed the 
doctrine according to which no revelation can be granted after 
the Vcda8. It is undonbted]y true that the person of Nanak 
was an embodiment 0£ Divine mercy for t.110 Hindus, and he 
was, as it v,'ere, the last a1iClta1· of the Hindu religion who tried 
hard to pmgo t,he hearts of the Hindus of the great hatred which 
they entertained again,:;t Islam, hut to the great misfortune of 
this country the Hindus did not avail themselves of the holy 
teacl1ings of Nanak. On the other hand, the Pnndits of the 
Hindu religion persecuted this great man only because he ad• 
mitted the trnth of tlrn rnligion 01 Islam. He had come to 
bring about a union between Hinduism and Islam but he was 
not listened to. Had the Hindus nctcd upon his teachings, 
all differences between the Hindus and the Muhammadans 
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would have come to an end and they would have been a single 
nation to-day. Ah, how sorely it grieves us that a groat bene· 
factor came into this world and passed away but ignorant men 
preferred to remain in the dark and refused to be illuminated 
with his light. He, however, showed it conclusively that the 
door to Divine revelation is never closed and that heavenly 
signs are always manifested at the hands o'f His chosen servants. 

He also bore witness that the enmity of Islam is the enmity of 
light. 

My experience in this matter is the same as the experience 
of those sages of the past, I can also testi:f y that revelations 
and inspirations of God arc never intercepted, but that He 
speaks even now as He spoke in the past, and that He listens 
to tho prayers of men in onr own days as He listened in days 
of yore, and that. none of His perfect and holy attributes has, or 
RhaH ever, become useless. li'or nearly thirty years I have been 
favoured with the word of God and Ho lrns manifested hundreds 
of His signs at my hands which have been witnessed by thou
sands of men and published in books and papers. There is no 
nation that has not witnessed a sign. 

In the face of this strong and cumulative .evidence, the 
teaching which is attiibuted by the Arya Smnaj to the V cdas, 
viz., that the door to Divine revelation was closed with the 
revelation of the Vedas, can by no means be admitted as true 
or reasonable. This doctrine has wrought another great mis
chief, for it is on its b:1sis that all other books claiming to be 
revelations from God are trnatecl by the Arya Samaj as 
fabrications of men, though they can furnish much stronger 
proof of their truth and heavenly origin than foe Vedas, and 
though the hand of Divine assistance and. help is clearly 

witnessed working in their 8npport and the snpernmural signs 
of God bear testimony to their truth. How c:m it then be said 
that those books are not from God while the Vedas are Divine 
revelation? And m; the person of God is hidden behind many 
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screens, reason requires that f:Ie shoul4 have manifested Himself 
in different countries through different books revealed to His 
prophets ancl messengers chosen from among different people 
so ·..,hat they might easily find access to God. It is impossible 
to conceive that the God who is the Lord of the whole world, 
who brings out His sun upon all people from East to West 
and who sends down Bis rain upon every tract of land accord
ing to its neecls,-the same God should in matters spiritual be 
so narrow-minded as to limit His favours for ever to one people, 
one couutry, one language and one age. Oertainl:,r no one with 
common sense will be able to realize the logic according to 
which Almighty God is able to listen to and understand the 
prayers of: men in their different languages, but cannot reveal 
His word in any Ia11gnage except the V edic Sanskrit, having 
as it were a strong hatred for the others. This is a mystery 
which no one has been able to solve hitherto. As for myself, 
I look upon the Vedas as freo from all teachings which arc not 
only opposed to reason but also ascribe favouritism and narrow
m.iudedness t0 the Divine Being. The truth is that when a 
long time passes over the revelation of a book, its followers, 

either inhmtionally or carelessly, from personal motives or 
through ignorance, make some additions and alterations in it, 
which being the expression of their personal views give rise 
to difforont schoob and sects. 

The resemblance between the Hindus and the Jews with 
regard to their respective views concerning the scope of Divine 
rnvelation is striking. As the Aryas believe that the revelation 
of God has always been limited to certain Arya families in this 
land or tho Arya people and has always fonnd expression in a 
siugle language, the Vedic Sanskrit, which is for this reason 
considered to bo t.he Divine language, the Jews entertain 
similar belicfa with regard to their owu family and their 
own language and their own books. According to the latter's 
belief, Hebrew is looked upon as God's favourite language 
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and the Israelites His favourite people, and any one who 
claims to bo a prophet of Goll, but docs not belong i.0 

their tribe and speak their language. must be considered m, 
a false prophet. Remarkably striking as this resemblance may 
appear, there are other sects who while they lay claim to still 
oldor revelations have their views maTkcd by the same 
narrow-mindedness. There arc, for instance, the Zoroastrians 
who look upon their religion as millions of years older than 
the Vedas. A consideration of all these eircumstances leads 
us to the conclusion that the idea of limiting Divine revelation 
to one's own language is based upon ignorance and strong 
prejudice against others. In eady times it vvas very seldom 
that one people .knew much about another or one country ·was 
acquainted with the conditions prevailing iu another, and the 
natural outcome of the limited means of intercourse and inter
communication was that wherever a prophet appeared among 
a people and a book was given to them for their guidance, they 
thought that they wore the only recipients of Divine revelation 
in the world and that true guidance was only given to them. 
This belief has heen the source of a great many evils, and strong 
prejudice against the religious books and religious leaders ot 
other people ultimately developed into t.he severest hatred and 

enmity. For a long time one people remained ignorant of 
another, and one country was teri•a incognita for another, so 
much so that the learned men of India thought the Himalaya 
mountains to be the boundary wall of the world beyoncl 
which there was no land inhabited by mankind. With the 
growth of knowledge and the advancement of civilization in 
its ea.rly stages, different people came to know something about 
each other. But at this time the false beliefs relating to Divine 
revelation and the appearance of prophets and the revelation of 
sacred books had taken a deep l''Jot in the hearts of men and 

every :people believed from the core of their heart that their 
country alone was the scat of the manifestation of the glories 
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of God. As in those days, barbarous passions ruled supreme 
in the heart among almost all the people, and the reformer 
who thought of uprooting an established evil usage w.as met 
wit,h the sword, there.fore no one dared to bring about peace and 
union between contending religions by cooling down blood 
which was heated by the ideas of self-glorification. Gautama. 
Bnddha tried to bring about this union. He did not believe 
the V cdas to be the first and the last revelation of Divine· will, 
nor did he subscribe to the doctrine that Divine revelation was 
limited to one country, one people and one language, and thus 
he <lealt a death-blow to the pretensions of the Brahmans who 
monopolised all connections with the Divine Being for themselves 
and their country. The departure this great reformer made 
from the narrow views of his predeuessors brought him face to 
face with many persecutions from his opponents. He was called 

an agnostic and an Atheist, but he was no more an Atheist 

than arc the broadmiudcd and cultured persons who reject 
the Divinity of Christ because they arc unable to conceive a 
God who should suffer death on the cross. ~I.1hus was Buddha 
rni.sropresentc<l and his opponents brought many false charges 
against him mid circulated false reports concerning him. At 
fast he was expelled from his home in India, and to this day 
the Hindus aficet to look with contempt, upon the great success 
to which tl10 religion of Buddha attained. But as .T esus said, 
"a prophet is not without honour save in his own country and 
hou:-o" (Matt. 13: 57), and Buddha also attained a marvellous 
success in his mission after he had gone to another country. 
At present one-third of the human race is said to own this 
religion, the centre of its activit.y still being China and Japan, 
though it has spread as far as Russia and America. 

'l'o revert to the original subject, when the followers of one 
rc11gio11 were ignorant of the religions prevailing in other 
countries, it follo\vetl as a natural consequence that every com
nrnnity depended on its own book and its own creed at,; the 
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sole repository of truth. The result of this dependence was 
that when the inhabitants of different countries began to have 
intercourse with one another and when one 110ople came to know 

the creed followed by another, each found it diflicult to approve 
of-the alien creeds. Fancy had invested every religion with 
ccrt;ain peculiarities and excellences and it was no easy task to 
divest it of the imaginary excellences which it was supposed 
to possess. Consequently the adherents of every religion gave 
themselves n-p to the refutation of the· rival religions. The 
followers of Zoroaster, for instance, ailinnod that there was no 
religion comparable with their creed, that prophothood was con
fined to the z;oroastrian dispens.:i,tion and that their scriptures 
were the oldest 0£ all books so much so that even the Vedas 
p.:i,lod into insignificance when compared with their scripture';;;I 
in point of antiquity. The Hebrews again were not behind any 
other people in claiming peculiarities for their religious system. 
They went so far as to fix Syri,1 as the land where Divine 
~~

1hrono was bid, never to bo removed to any other country. 
Only the elect of the Jewish race were held to bo cligib le for 
the sacred office of a prophet, and they were expressly forbidden 
to preach to other people. Rovolatiou was hold. to 110 a gift 
which could be bestowed only on a member of their own race, 
and if there appearecl any claimant among any other people, he 
coulcl only be an impostor. 

Exactly identical views prevailed among the inhabitants o:f 
A.1·ya Varta. According to them, Prameshwam is practically 
only a Raja of their own country, a Raja who does not even 
know what is happening in other parts or his dominions. The 
belief is cherished. with not a semblance of reason that Pra• 
meshwara has taken a fancy to the clim,9,te or India and has 
never taken it in His head even to make a progress in other 
countries to enc1uire into the condition of His wretched subjects 
living in those lands, whom Ile has left to themselves ever since 
lie created them, 
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Friends, ponder and say whetlier 8tich beliefs are acceptable 
to reason or whether there is any thing in human nature which 
responds to such doctrines. I can not t>ee how a rational being 
can believe on the one haucl that God is the Lord of the whole 
universe and assert on the other that He has withdrawn His 
patronage from the whole world and that His kindness and 
mercy are limited to one particular country. Is there any thing 
corresponding to this in the physical world ? If not, why is 
His spiritual Law then based on partiality? 

If we exercise our reasoning faculties, we can judge of the 
merits or demerits of a thing from its results. So judge 
this question from its results. Need I tell you what 
must be the outcome of insulting and reviling those holy 
prophets whom millions of men from all ranks of society hold 
in high reverence and whom they think it a pride to follow. 
Thero is no community but must have more or less tasted the 
fruit of this. Dear countrymen, long experience and repeated 
trials ha vo proved that to speak disrespectfully of the holy 
leaders oI other people and to hurl invectives at them is a poison 
which not only undermines the body, bnt. also destroys the soul 
and thus carries a two-fold ruin in its wake. A country cannot 
enjoy peace when the different races inlrnbiting it find fault 
with the religious leaders of each other, and two communities 
cannot live in harmony with each other when one or each of 
them speaks insultingly of the spiritual guides of the other. One 
must have his feelings stirred up when one hears one's prophet 
or leader openly insulted. Particularly Muhammadans are a 
people who without calling their Holy Prophet God or a son of 
God believe him to be greater than all other righteous men 
that were born of a woman, So it is in no case possible to live 
on 'Peaceful terms with a true Muslim unless the Holy Prophet 
i::; invariably spoken of iu respectful terms, 

vV c, the Muhammadans, on our part, never speak disres· 
pr.iotfully of the prophets of other people. On the other hand 
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our belief is that all the other spiritual leaders of people who 
ever lived on this earth, who were accepted as true prophets by 
millions of men, who won the respect of a. large portion of the 
human race and who have been held in esteem for a long period 
of time, were the true prophets of God, the above circumstances 
alone constituting a sufficient evidence of their truth with us. 
If they had not been sent by Goel, they would not have found 
acceptance with millions of men. God never grants to others 
the 'honour which He gives to His chosen ones. I£ an impostor 

sits in the scat of the elect of God, he is soon brought to naught. 

It js on the basis of this principle that we regard the Vedas 
as from God and believe the rishis to be holy and sacred per
sonages. It is true that t.he teachings contained in the Vedas in 
their present form have failed to make any people the worship
pers of one God, nor were they adapted to fulfil that purpose, 
and the idolaters, the fire-worshippers, the surr-worshippers, 
the Ganges-worshippers, the believers in thousands of deities, 
the followers of Jainism and the professors of the shakat mat,
in short all ::wets of Ilincluism that are to be found in India 
hase their respective creeds on the Vedas, the Vedm; being so 
ambiguous that every sect derives its doctrines from them; yet 
our belief according to the Qnranic teaching is that. the Vedas 
are not the fabrication of man, for a human fabrication has not 
the power of drawing .millions of men towards itself and of 
firmly establishing a system that may endure for ages. Indeed 
we have not found the V cdas teaching the worship of stones 
anywhere hut they teem with adoration of fire, air, water, the 
moon, the sun, etc., and there is not a single verse in them 
forbidding the ,vorship 0£ these objects. "\V-h::i should decide, 
then, that .:ill the long established sects of Hinduism that wor 
ship the objects named above are in error and only the new
born sect of the Arya Samajists is in the right? Those who 
worship various objects have the clear evidence of the Vedas an 
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their sido, and the Arya Samajists who assert that agni (fire), 
vayu, (air), jal (water,) etc., are only the names of the Divine 
Being make an assertion for which there is no proof. '1.'hey 
have raised a question which has not yet been satisfactorily 
settled. Had this point been satisfactorily settled, there was no 
reason why the loarnecl Pundits of Benares and other Hindu 
cities should not have accepted the views of the A.rya Samajists. 
1.l'hough this new sect has been exerting itself to the utmost in 
disseminating its new doctrines for the last 30 or 35 years, yet 
very few Hindus have fallen in with their views and the number 
of the Arya Samajists shrinks into insignificance when compared 
with the number of the Sanatan Dharmists and the followers 
of other Hindtt sects, and the doctrines of the .Arya Samaj seem 
to have made little headway among the other sects 0£ Hinduism. 

Similarly tbo doctrine of the Niyoga is attributed to the 
Vedas. Human nature revolts at this hatdul tlq_ctrine. But, 
as I ha vo already said, we cannot believe this to be the teaching 
of the Vedas, On the other hand, wo are strongly disposed to 

bolioYo that such teachings were aftexwards attributed to or 
inserted in the Vedas from scllish motives. Veda being a book 
of rrroat antiquity, it is very likely that various additions and 

0 

alterations were rn.ade iu it by the Pundits of subsequent gene-
rations. 'l'hat millions of people have been believing it to be 
the Word of GoJ. is, however, a sufficient reason of its truth, for 
it is impossible that the word of an impostor should enjoy the 
honour which the Vedas have enjoyed. 

"When we, in spite of many obstacles in our way, believe 
the Veda to be the Word of God, merely through fear of God, 
and at.tribute the errors to be found in its teachings to subse
quent writers, why is it, then, that most, savage at.tacks are 
mado against t,ho Holy Quran which teaches unity of God from 
beginning to end, which nowhere teaches the worship of the sun, 
the moon or any other object, but on the other hand says in plain 
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words :l.!l*i:il.;. L5' .}J ) ci.lJ J _, ..i-3:1-.... J _, 1 ,JuJ lJ _, V"""'..:::..lJ ) _, J.~_...:; )J i.e., 
''Do not bow in worship before the sun, nor before the moon, but 
prostrate yourselves before the God who created them.'' Besides, 
the Quran has with it the testimony of old signs and fresh signs 
and Hhows the face of Goel like a mirror. Why do not the Arya 
Samajists, then, deal by us as we deal by them? Why is it 
that the seed of discord and enmity is sown in the land ? Can 
it be expected that this will bear good fruit? Is it fair dealing 
to cast, stones a.tone who offers flowers and to throw dung at the 
man who holds out milk? 

If, in order to have complete peace, the Hindu gentlemen 
and the Arya Samajists are prepared to accept our Holy Pro

phet, may peace and the blessings of God he upon him, as a 
true prophet 0£ God and give up denying and insulting him, I 
will be the first man to sign an agreement to the effect that W<', 

the members of the Ahmadiyya sect, s1rnll always continue to 
belieYe in the V cdas nnd to speak of the V cdas and the rishis in 
the most respectful terms and bind ourselves to pay to the 
Hindus a penalty of Rs. 300,000 in case we foil to fulfil the 
agreement. If the Hindus cordially wish for this peace, they 
should also sign a similar agreement. This agreement will be 
as follows: ""\Ve believe in Muhammad Mustafa, may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him, and regard him as a true 
prophet. We will always speak of him respectfully as a true 
believer should. And if we fail to fulfil this agreement, we 
shall pay to the leader of the Alimadiyya movement Rs. 300,000 
as a penalty for 1Jreach of agreement." The members of the 
Ahmadiyya sect now number not loss than four hundred thou
sand and the sum of Rs. 300,000 is not. a large sum when we 
consider the number of the Ahmadis. The Muhammadans foat 
are ouls~de the pale of the Ahmadiyya. sect have no uniformity 
in their views and aims; they recognise no leader whom they 
think themselves bound to obey. So I cannot say whether they 
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would join hands with us. Even I am yet regarded by them 
as un inficlol and an Anti-Christ, still I hope when the Hindus 
111:1ke thi:-; compact with me, the otber Muhammadans will not 
be so foolish a:-; Lo have theit· Holy Prophet abused by speaking 

-imrnhingly of the scriptmcs and the leaders of so good mannered 

a people. Jn that ea.so, they themselves will be to blame if the 
Hindus ret.aliat.o, for they themselveg will be the cause of the 
alH1so. Such a conduct being inconsistent with gentlemanliness 
and lleccncy, I do not think the other Muhammadans will per
mit themselves to say anything derogatory to the honour of the 
Hindu scriptures and the Hindu riKhis after the compact has 
been made. Ilut in order to make the agreement strong and 
sure, it will be necessary that it should be signed by at least 

10,000 intelligent men on both sides. 

Dear countrymen, there is nothing like peace. Let us 
become one nation and. one people by means of this compact, 

You see how much discord there is in the land and how greatly 
the country has suffered on account 0£ this mutual refutation. 
Come, and try oven now how great are the blessings 0£ mutual 
approbation. This is the best means 0£ bringing about a recon
ciliation. To try to have peace by any other means is liko 
leaving alone a sore which is bright and smooth from outside, 
but is inwardly full of foul and putrid matter. 

I need not stop here to discuss that the disunion that is 
daily increasing in this land is not solely due to religious differ
ences, but that it is also due in part to worldly considerations. 
The Hindus, for instance, have always been desirous of havin(J' 

b 

a share in the government of the country or of having at least 
their opinion consulted on important political matters, of bring
ing their grievances to the notice of the rulers and of being ad
mitted to tlao higher posts of the administration like t.he Euro
peans. The .Muhammadans made the mistake of keeping aloof 

from the Hindus in their endeavours to attain this object. They 
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thought that as they were less in number than tho Hindus, it was 
only the bttcr that wore to reap the fruit of the::,c exertions and 
so they not only hcl<l themselves alooI from the Hindus, but 
tltoy oven opposed them and acted as a hinclerancc in their 
way. 'l'he result was that th0 ill-feeling that already existed 
between them was much aggravated. I admit that those causes 
have also added to the original enmity between the two races, 

but I cannot believe that these arc the prime causes of the 
muLual hatred. I do not agree with Llrn:-;o who hold that tho 
ill-fooling between the Hindus and the l\iluhummu.dans is not 
due to religious diHerences, but that it is solely due to political 
rivalry. 

Every body can easily understand. why the Muhammadans 
shrink from joining with the Hindus in claiming their lawful 
rights. Why did they always keep ::iloof from the Congress, and 

why at last when they saw that the fundamental principle on 
which the educated Hindus wore acting was a right one, did 
they actually follow the exam.ple sot by the Hindus, l)Ut not by 
joining the Congress but by starting a congress of their own, 

the All-India Moslem League? How can we account for the 

fact that though they have begun to <lo the very same thing 

that the Congress has been doing, yet they have not liked to 

join hands with the Hindus? Brethren! the real cause of this 
is to be found in religion alone. If these very Hindus embrace 
the Muhammu.dans to-day with the holy formula, 'There is no 

God but Allah, and Muhammad is Hi's Apostle, on their lips, 
or if the Muhamma<laus emLrace Hinduism and begin to wor
ship agni, vavu, etc., according to the injunction of the 

Vccl1, biLlding farewell to Islam, all the differences that- are now 

termed political will at once disu.r1)ear, as if they ha.<l no 
existence at all. This shows that what lies at the root of the 
mutual hatred is religious antagonism. It is this Teligious 
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:.1.ntu.gonism which when ca.rried to extreme has caused streams of 
blood to flow. My Muhammadan brethren, since the Hindus 

look upon you as an alien people owing to your professing a 
different religion, and you regard them as an alien people for the 
same reason, it is impossible that your minds should be purged 
of hatred, unless the real cause that lies at the bottom of 
this hatred is removed. You may join hands with each other 
for some time like hypocrites, but real peace and tranquility can 
only be attained if you from the bottom of your hearts accept 
the Vedas and the 1--ishis as from God, and your Hindu brethren 
likewise expel all malice from their hearts and accept our 
Holy Prophet as a true prophet of Gotl. Remember and bear 
in mind that it is this course uLme which can bring about a real 
union between you and the Hindus. It will act like water 
antl wash away all dross from your hearts. If tho. time has 

come for the two long-separated people to unite, God will open 
their hearts to accept this proposal, as He has opened ours. 

But, besides the above agreement, it will be binding on us 
to <leal sympathetically by our Hindu brethren and invariably 
treat them with kindness and fellow-feeling. We shall have 
to abstain from everything that is likely to offend them, provided 
it is not one of the religious duties that are obligatory on us. 
So if the Uindus cordially accept onr Holy Prophet as a true 
Apostle of God an<l believe in him, the gulf which separates us 
from tho Hindus owin.!.3' to our slaughtering the cows should 
also be spanned over. It is not obligatory on us to use every
thing that we think lawful. There are many things which we 
think to be lawful but which we never use. To be kind and 
tolerant to our fellow-beings is as important a religious injunc
tion as to believe in one God, and it is not against the Law of 
God to abandon an unnecessary thing for a necessary one. 
Believing a thing to be lawfol is quite different from using it, 
Religion consists in abstaining from the forbidden things, 
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seeking the pleasure of God, showing kindness and sympathy 
to the creatures of God, believing in all the prophets that were 

raised from time to time for the reformation of the ·world, with
out making any distinction between them, and dealing kindly 

by all human beings; that is the gist of Islam. But how is it 
possible for us to make peace with those who unjustly and 

without fear of God revile our Holy Prophet, may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him, and pensist in attacking and 
calumniating him? 1 say truly that it is possible for us to make 
peace with the snakes of the desert and the wolves of the forest, 
b1tt it is impossible to be at 0110 with those who make viio 

attacks against our Holy Prophet., whom we hold dearer than 
our fathers, mothers and our own selves. May we die Muslims; 
we will not do a thing which may result in the loss of faith. 

I do not mean hero to lay any unjust charge at the door 
of any particular commnnity, nor do I intend to offend any 

people, but it is with a deep sigh that I am l'.ompellcd to say 
that a great injustice is done to Islam and tho Holy Quran. 
Islam was a holy and peacefnl religion which never attacked 

the leader of any community, and the Quran was a venerable 
book which laid the foundation of peace among nations by 
accepting the prophets of all nations-an hononr which is not 
:sharod by any other scripture. Regarding all the prophets of the 
world, the Qnran says : -..:J ;41,..,,,. &J 1.:,r~=d) 

1
v.i"' <>.::.. I I,;/~~ J .Jii.j ll 

" 0 Believers, say, 'we believe in all th0 prophets of the world 

and make no distinction between them, accepting some and 
rejecting the others," I£ there exists any other revealed book 
with snch peaceful teaching, let it be named. The Quran does 
not restrict the universal merny of God to any particular family. 
It accepts all the prophets of the house of Israel, such as 

Jacob, Isaac, Moses, David and Jesus, and does not call any 
prophet of Persia, India or any other country, a liar or an 

impostor, On thu otlwr hand, it plainly declares that there hav
0 
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been prophets among all people and in all lands and thus lays 
the fournlation of peace among all peoples. But it is very 
painful to note that that prophet of peace has been reviled and 
treated with contempt by every people. 

My dear countrymen, I have not said this to offend you 

and to inj nre your feelings. I from very good motives 
wish to tell you that those who have made it a point to abuse 
and attack the prophets of other communities as if it formed 
a part of their religion arc not only sinners in the sight of God 
for their trnnsgt·cst:iions aml for making unfounded attacks, but 
they are also guilty of sowing the seed of discord and enmity 

between different communities. If a person abuses another 
man's father or calumniates his mother, he really attacks the 
honour of his o,vn parents, and if the person whose parents 
he has abused pays him back in the same coin, the man who 
took the initiative in the matter may fairly be held to be the 

cause of the abuse and must be regarded as the enemy of hfr, 
parents' honour. 

Dut mark how God teaches us manners and regard for others' 
honour. He says : ) ;~ -~; .1,U J l:J _, J 1:.1'" l:) ~s: vt \.!I~ .jJ J ) ;~-:; .lJ 

rls: J~~) _, vs: all l i.e., "Do not abuse the idols of the idolaters for 
if yon do it, they will abuse your God in return, because they 
do not know God." Thus, though, according to the teaching 

of the Qurnn, the idols have no worth at all, but God teaches 
the Muslims such good manners that He enjoius upon them 
to abstain even from ::i.busing the idols and to use mild words, 

lest the idol-worsl1ippers be excited and begin to revile God, 
and thus the M ulwmmadarn; thcrnscl ves bo the cause of having 
their God aln1sed. Compare wiLh thit, the conduct of those 
who abuse the great Prophet of Islam, speak.of him in disgrace

ful terms, and make wild and savage attacks against his honour 

and character. Onr Holy Prophet is held in such great 
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honour by the Muslims that the great monarchs of Islam come 
down from their thrones when they hear his holy name and 
regard themselves as among the humblest of his servants. Is 
not this honour from God? To treat with contempt one who 
is honoured by God is to fight with God. Our Holy Prophet is 
that chosen prophet of God to a.id whom and to show whose 
honour, God has shown great wonders to the world. Is it not 
the hand of God that has made 200,000,000 Muhammadans 
prostrate themselves on his threshold? Though every prophet 
had some proof of his truth, yet the proofs of the truth of the 
Holy Prophet which the world has witnessed and is stjll witness• 
ing have no parallel in the history of any other prophet. 

When the earth becomes corrupt with .sin and evil, and mis
chief and transgression out-balance virtue, the!). the mercy of God 
demands that a messenger should be raised to reform the 
world. It cannot be denied that disease calls for a physician 
an<l the Hindu gentlemen can easily understand this. They 
believe that the Veda was sent when there was no flood of 
sinfulness on the earth. So when God sent a guidance at a 
time when the earth was free from corruption, was it not 
much more necessary that He should have ru.iscd a reformer at 
a time when a strong gale of sinfulness was blowing with great 
violence in every country? I do not think any of you is ignorant 
of the historical fact that when the throne of prophethood was 
graced with the Holy Prophet, it was a period of such darkness 
that no corner of the earth was free from vice and corruption, 
and, as Pandit Daya Nand himself bears witness, even in Arya 
Varta idolatry had taken the p1ace of God-worship and cor
ruption had found its way into the Vedic Dharma, 

To tl1e corruption prevailing at the time when the Holy 
Prophet made his appearance, Rev. Pfonder, a European Mis· 
sionary, also bears witness. He admits in his work, the Mizan
'Ul-Ilaq, that of all peoples the Christians wero the most corrupt, 
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and their immoralities and vices were a disgrace.to Christianity. 

The Quran itself shows its need by saying i...s.; -l t-~J l JtJ; 

,_:n~J l _, 1~J l i..c., "both land and sea have become corrupt." This 
means that all nations, whether civilized or uncivilized, had 
becomo a hotbed of corruption, 

Now when all testimonies show that in the days of the 
appearance of the Holy Prophet, of all people that lived in the 
east or in the west, that peopled the land of Arya Varta or were 
tlw denizens of the sands of Arabia, that had their abode in the 
islands or were settled on the mainlands, there was none that 

had a true relation with God and that misdeeds had corrupted 
the earth, cannot an intelligent man then see that that was the 
time when a great Prophet should have appeared on the stage? 

The question may be asked, what was the reformation 
which that prophet brought about. I emphatically say that 
this question with regard to the Holy Prophet can be answered 
by a Muhammadan with a clearness and reasonableness with 
which no Christian, Jew, or Arya can answer the question 
with respect to his prophet. 

The primary object of the Holy Prophet was to reform the 
Arabs. 'l'he Arabs were then in such a degraded state that 
they could hardly be called men. There was no evil but was 
to be found in them and there was no form of sh·irk but pre
vailed among them. Thi1;,-ving and <lacoit,y formed their business 
and the murder of a human being was with them like the 
trampling under foot of an ant. They killed orphans to appro
priate their property and buried their daughters alive under 
the ground. 'fhey took pride in adultery and openly spoke of 
indecent things in their poems, whioh were immoral in the 
highest degree, Drinking prevailed to such an extent that no 
house was free from it, and in gambling they beat every other 
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people. In short, they were a disgrace even to the beasts and 
the snakes of the desert. 

But when the Holy Prophet rose to regenerate these people 
and when he devoted his whole attention to the purifying of 
their hearts and cast his holy influence on them, he worked 
such a transformation among them in a few days that from 

their savage state they rose to be men and from the stage 0 £ 
men they advanced to the stage of civilzation and thus prog
ressing step by step they became godly men and finally they 
were so annihilated in the love of God that they bore every 
l'lain with the utmost resignation, They were subjected to 
various kinds of tortures, ·whips were lashed at them with great 
cruelty, they were made to lie on l)Urning sand, they were put 
in :fetters, deprived of food and drink for days until they were 
almost at the doors of death, but they only stepped forward at 
every afiliction. Many had their children slaughtered before 
their eyes, many were hanged by the neck in the presence of 
their children, but a contemplation of the steadfastness with 
which they laid down their lives draws tears from the eyes. 
What was it which drew them so powerfully towards Islam and 
worked su~h a change in them that they threw themselves on 
the threshold of a man who once walked about in the streets 
0£ Mecca, a poor, solitary and helpless man? It was the hand 
of God that was controlling their hearts; it was the spiritual 
attraction of the Holy Prophet which raised them from the 
depths of degradation to the sublime hei6hts above. 

The wonder is that before they embraced Islam, most of 
them were the mortal enemies of the Holy Prophet and were 
thirsty 0£ his blood. I can not see there could be a greater 
miracle than that a poor, helpless and solitary man should have 
thus purged their hearts from malice and should have so drawn 
them towards himself that they cast away their costly robes 
and having donned sackcloth presented themselves before 
him like humble servants, 
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Some thoughtless men bring the charge of Jehad against 
Islam and assert that all these men were compelled to accept 
Isln.m by di.nt of sword. These men have passed all limits in 
their injustice and in concealing the truLh. Alas, why is it 
that they in tcntionally turn their face from the real facts. Our 

Holy Prophet <lid not appear in Arabia as a king so that it 
might be supposed that as he hacl with him kingly majesty 
and power, therefore the people flocked to his standard in order 

to save their lives. It was as a poor, helpless and lonely man 
that he began to preach the \tnity of God and his own prophet
hood. What sword had he then, the fear of which caused the 
men to adopt his religion? I£ they did not accept his religion 
of their own free will, the forces of which king ,vere summoned 
and whose aid was sought to compel them to adopt the 
religion ? 0 seekers afteT truth, know it for certain that these 
charges are fabricated by those who are great enemies of Islam. 
Consult history. Our Holy Prophet was that orphan boy 
whose father passed away shortly after his birth and whoe,e 
mother also died when he was yet a child of a :few months old. 
Then the child, who had with him the protecting hand of God, 
grew up under the care of God unsupported by man, During 
the days of his orphanage and helplessness, h:e even watched 
the sheep of some persons. He had no guardian except God. 
He was twenty-five years old, but not even any of his uncles 
gave his daughter in mm:riagc to him, for apparently he had no 
moans to support his family. He was quite illiterate and knew 
no trade or profession. When ho attainecl the age of forty, 
his heart was at once drawn towards God. There was a caYc, 
named I-lira, at the distance of a few miles from Mecca. He 
went to that eave alone, hicl himscH there ancl worshipped God. 
He W::tR thus one dny :c;ecretly occnpied in Divine contemplation, 
when 0ml m:i.nifostctl Him,.;c}f tci 11im :rncl saicl : "The world 
has abandoned the path of God and tlte earth has become cor
rupt with sin, so I appoint you as My apostle that you may 
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warn tlio people all(l inviLe them to God before Divin0 pun
i::;luuent :;hould overtake them.'' This mo::;::;age filled him with 

foar and he humbly said iu rnply that he was an illiterate per

son. Then God openecl his heart and filled his breast with Divine 
wisdom and spiritual knowledge ancl illuminated his heart. 
Hi:; holy :;piriLual power attracted the lowly and the humble 
people towards him and they became . his clevoLc<l servants, 
but the great and the haughty girt up their loins to oppose him 
until at last they even Jetenuincd to put l1im to death. Many 
oI his followor;:;, both male and female, wore killed and at last 
the house 0£ the Holy Prophet himself wa:; besieged. But who 
ean destroy a man whom GoJ wishc8 to save ? God sent His 
vVord to the Holy Pro_plicL in[onning him 0£ the intentions 0£ 
his enemies, bidding him Lo leavo the city and prnmising him 

His assistance at every step. 'l'he Holy Prophet, accordingly 
left the city in the company 0£ Abu Bakr and the two hicl them

selves in a cave, called 'l'hanr, where they stayed for two nights, 

The enemy pursnccl them by following their footsteps ancl 
tracked them to their hiding pbce. 'l'ho man who tracked 
thorn wonld go no 1ul'thcr, saying either they were in the cave 
or they h:Hl aciccndccl to tl,c lwavern-;. Bnt who can encompass 
the wonders of the Divine power? God so showed His 
power that in a single night the spider covered the whole 

mouth of the cave with its web and a pigeon made its nest at 
the mouth of the cavern and laid its eggs there. So when the 

tracker persuaded men to go into the c~ve, an old man among 
them cried: "This man is a fool. This web was at the mouth 
of lhe eave even before Muhammad was born," Hearing this 

all dit>pcrsed and no body cared to examine the interior 0£ the 
cave, 

Aiter thi::i, the Holy Prophet escaped to Medina, where 
most men accepted him. This infuriated the Meccans still more, 

m1d they were sorry to lose their victim. Thenceforth all their 
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efforts were concentrated on bringing about the annihilation 
of the Holy Prophet. The small band of 1\feccans who had 
accepted the Holy Prophet had also leit thuir native city to i,;eek 
prote0tion in other lands and some of them had sought shelter 
under the king of Abyssinia, The few that remained ju Mecca, 
being too poor to migrate, _were bitterly persecuted and their 
cries of pain are even referred to in the Quran. 

The cruelties that, the Meccans perpetrated on the poor 
Muslims exceeded all limits. 'lncy began· to murder poor 
women aud tender orphans. Some women were killed so 
ruthlessly that they were tied by their legs to two camels which 
were made to run in opposite directions and thus the poor 
women were torn into two pieces. 

When the barbarities of the inhuman infidels reached 
this limit, God, who at last takes pity on his people sent His 
word to the Holy Prophet saying that the cries of the oppressed 
had reached Him, that the faithful were now permitted to take 
up arms against the oppressors, thnt those who had smitten the 
innocent with ::;word should perish by the sword, but that the 
faithful were not permitted to transgress for God did not like 
the transgressors, 

This is the truth about the Islamic J ehad, but it has been 
most cruelly misrepresented. God is indeed tolerant, but when 
the mischief of a people exceeds all limits, God does not leave 
the oppressors without punishment and Himself brings into 
existence the means of their destruction. I do .not know 
who told our opponents that Islam was propagated by means 
of sword. God says in the Quran, d, . ..).) I ,.i ~ l j 1 j) i.e., 
•'There is no compulsion in the religion of Islam." This being 
the commandment of God in His Holy Book, who was it who 
gave orders to exercise complusjon? And what means were 
there to constrain men to accept the faith? Docs compulsion 
create in the compelled thut devotion und steadfastness with 
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which the followers of the Holy Prophet fought against over• 
whelming odds without receiving any salary? When they num
bered two or three hundreds they fought against thousands, a11d 
when they numbered thousands they defeated millions. To 
protect Islam from the attacks of the enemy, they allowed 
their heads to he cut o:fI like !:ihcep, They bore testimony to 
the truth of ] ::;ln,m with their l)lood. 'l'hey had so great a. 
l)assion to spread the unhy of God in the world that they ·went 
to the deserts of Africa undergoing severe privations to preach 
tho unity of God there. Then suffering all sorts of trouble 
they went to China, not as warriors but as humble preachers, 
and their preaching was blessed with such good results that 
millions of men professed the faith. Then they came to. India, 
clad like dervishes in sackcloth, delivered their message to 
the natives of Arya Varta :so that many of them embraced 
lslam. .And on the west they carried their message of the 
unity of God to the farthest end of Europe. Say truly, was that 
the work of men who were driven :into Islam at the point of 
the sword and who though professing to bo believers were 
still infidels at their heart'! Nay, that was the work of men 
whose hearts were full of the light of faith and in whose hearts 
the love of God reigned snpreme, What is the teaching of 
Islam? The chief object of Islam is to establish the unity 
and majesty of God on eart.h, to extirpate shirk and to weld 
all nations into one people by bringing about a religious 
union among them. All other religions an<l all other prophets 
had their attention confined only to one people and one country. 
If they taught any morals, their object ouly was that their own 
people alone should possess those moruls, Jesus, for instance, 
plainly said that his mission ,Yas confined to thr house of Israel, 
11nd when a womnn who was not from the Israelites approc:.ched 
him saying ~Have mercy on urn, 0 Lord,' 110 repulsed her: 
saying, ·I mu not sent; Lut unto the loot sheep of the house of 
Israel,' and when ohe again humbly approached. him with the 
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same request, he again rejected her with the answer, 'It is not 
meet to take the children's bread, and to caEt it to dogs.' But 
onr Holy Prophet never said that he was sent only to the. Arabs· 

On the other hand, the Quran says, J J U" W l lr,. J ~ J., 
l~4'7"' f""~' J .iH l J ;-; i.e., ''Say, 0 Prophet, to the people, 'I am 
seut to the whole world."' But it should be remembered that 
J csus cannot be blamed £or having thus coldly repelled the 
woman, for the time then was not yet ripe for a universal guidance 
and J csus was accordingly commanded to confine his preaching 
to the Israelites and Lo have nothing to do with others. So, as I 
liave said above, the moral precepts of Jesus were only addressed 
to the Jews, The law of Moses laid emphasis on tooth for tooth 
and eye for eye, and the object of this teaching was to establish 
j nstice among the Jews and to check thQm from transgression, 
because they, o·wing to their having lived in slavery for 
JOO years, hau become hard-hearted and mean, and injustice 
formed the chief trait of their character. Similarly in the time 
of Jesus, God's wisdom demanded that the over-strictness with 
which the Jews had come to punish every offender should be 
remedied by enjoining upon them leniency and mercy and so 

Jesus laid great stress on forgiveness. Hence the moral teaching 
contained in the Gospel was only addressed to t11e Jews and 
Jesus had no concern with any other people. 

The truth is that the moral teaching of Jesus is not only 
not based on universal sympathy, for while it sympathises with 
the offender, it does not ~rnpathise with the offended, but it is 
nlso conspicuous by another serious defect. As the law of 
.Moses goes to one extreme by laying too much emphasis on 
retaliation, the teaching of Jesus goes to the other extreme 
by enjoining fo1giveness and pardon of the offender in all 
cases, These codes do not aim at (he development of all 
branches of the human tree, 'rho Pentateuch nourishes one 
branch while the Gospel confines itself to the development 
of the other brnnch, both being conspicuous by the absence 
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of moderation in their teachings. As it is not expedient to 
punish the offender jn every case, similarly it is, inconsistent 
with a proper culture of all the human faculties to forgive on 
all occasions. It is for this reason that the Qnran rejects both 
the extreme teachings and follows the golden mean by saying. 

·&JJ J , .. }~ ~ ;'?'- t; t:1"" l , , ... i~ 1.!1"_; l,11.-o if::- a.ti- > I j'?'- i e. 

the pnnishment of an evil shoulJ. be proportionate to the 
evil done, as the Law of Moses teaches, nnd the teaching c£ 
forgivenesR as given in the Gospel should he followed only 
when it iR productive of good results and when the offender is 
likely to profit by forgiveness and to reform himself. Other
wise the la.w to be followed is that which is given in the 
Pentat.euch. 
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Monotheism and the Vedas. 
In the .A.sarh (,Jnne) issue of the Ver1'ic ;Magazine, with 

which it enters upon the second year of its life, there is an 
important, article' headed, "Is the Religion of the Vedas not 
Monotheistic," which is really a brief criticism of Max Muller's 
"India: what can it teach us." The conclusion to which Pro
fessor nfax :Mu1ler came after a long ai1d deep, and so far as 

we know, unprojudicod study of the Vedas and ancient Sanskrit 
literature was that though there are hymns in the Vedas which 
assert the Unity of the Diyino Being in as forcible terms as any 
passages that may be met with in the Old Testament or the New 
'l'est.ament or the Holy Qnran, yet the religion of the Veda 
could by no means be styled a Monotheistic religion. Max 
:Muller's reasons as quoted by the writer of the article in 
the Vedic M a,gazine are :-

(1). That while the passages ar;;sert.ing the Unity of the 
Divim, Being " arc few in number, there are thousands in 
which ever so many Divine Beings are praised and prayed to." 

(2.) The nmncrouR gods described by the Vedas stand 
side by side. '' No one is first always, no one is last always. 
Even gods of a decidedly inferior and limited character assume 
occasionally in the eyes of a devoted poet a supreme place 
above all other gods.'' 

(3.) Heaven and earth (and similarly, of course, other 
objects) have such epitlJCts applied to them as are applicable 
only to God snch as asaslwt, never tiring, agasa, never decayi.ng, 
prakatas, providvnt, pita mata, father and mother, deva pulra, 
havin6 the gods for their ::,ons, 'ritavridlwncl 1·ita,vat, guardians 
of the eternal laws and protectors of the rita. And again, 
heaven and earth are spoken of in terms which indicate only the 

physical aspects of the material earth and heavens, Thus it 
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appears that in the Vedas the material objects are spoken of 
as gods invested with Divine powers. 

(4.) Gods which are sometimes spoken of as superior to 

others are again mentioned in an inferior capacity. For instance, 
heaven and earth are on one occasion described as superior to 

all gods, as their parents indeed, but on other occasions different 
gods, such as Indra, are spoken of as having created earth 
and heaven, the sun is spoken of as upholding them and so on. 

'l'he v,Titer of the article recognises the difficulties which 
are in fact made insuperable by the fact that for hundreds and: 
eYen thousands of years the believers in the Vedas have always 
looked upon the sacred books us teaching the worship of many 
gods, and even now with the exception of a very small party 
of. the Arya Samajists, the Hindus accept the same belief. But 
we must hear the other side of the question ! 

"Max Muller started his study of the Vedic deities with 
certain pre-conceived notions, viz., that the Vetlas are the word 
of a primitive people, little better than savages, and that the 
Vedas only describe a peculiar form of mythology. If it were 
not so, the obvious inference I.hut any impartial observer should 
draw is that. t.he Vedas cannot possil>1y lie Lhr wor<l of a savage 

or primitive people, because among savages we uowhere find 
proof of that degree of abstraction which we find in the Vedas, 
that if the same functions :i,re shared hy different gods and 
the qualities of rn.aking heaven and earth, and other qualities 
which we ordinarily .1scribe t.o Goel alone, are ascribed first 
to one god, then to another, smely thorn mnst be some good 
reason for this, inasmuch as the poets that. wore capable of the 

highest effort of abstraction and h::we risen for above nature, 
could not have all gone mad, and described any number uf gods 
each pleased and the wonderful nccidcnt should be that each 
poet should ascribe the qualities of the Supreme Deity to his 
own favourite god. Is Max: Muller's theory more reasonable, 
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or the explanation that these must be names of one God repre· 
sented in manifold ways, for how else is it,. possible to bring 
home the qualities and powers of God to the human mind so 
far as it is possible for that mind to apprehend them than to 
describe God with reference to the fonctions that He exercises 
in n:1ture and the various qualities possessed by him. and 
qnalities not possessed by him." 

In support of this explanation, internal evidence is pro
<luced from the Vedas, the Manusmriti and the Upanishads:-

"' He is great. anrl glorious with many qualities. The wise 
poets call Him ,vho is one by many names. They call Him 
Indra, Mitra, Vanma, Agni, Yama and J\fat.rjswam," (Rig 
Veda). 

"'Heit is who is Agni, He is Aditya, He iR Vayu, He is 

Ch::mdrama, He is Shnkra, He is Brahma, Apas and Prajapati '' 
(Yajnr Veda.) 

" Some call him Agni, some Manu, some Prajapati ; others 
call him Indra, Praun. or Brahma '' (Mamrnmriti.) 

"He who is all-pervading nnd all-snstaining jg one nnd one 

only. De is one lvit11ont. an eqnal. There is not a secollC1, nor 
a third, nor a fourth. Nor could it be said tlmt there is a fifth 
or a seventh. Nor is there an eighth nor n1nth nor tenth. He 
is one only. All the devas find their shelter in him" (Atharva 
Veda.) 

'• He is all-seeing, the teacher of all teachers. He is all
powerful and all-perv:1ding. He brings into existence the bright 
and the opaque worlds by organizing the others and maintains 
them by his strength. He is one and not dependent on any 
thing'?., (Yajur Veda.) 

Perhaps the easiest and most reasonable e:x-plaU11tion would 
be that the verses contradicting these expressions of Divine 
Unity were later additions. 
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Dentonology: 
A contrast between Christianity and Islam. 

A study of. the doctrine of demonology in its relation to 

Christianity and Islam affords a remarkable contrast, notwith
standing that both religions took their rise among people who 
cherished similar beliefs as to the acLivity of demons and their 

share in human a1Tairs. A.t the time when J csus Christ was 
horn, clemonry was recognised as an important article of faith 
by the priests as well as the laymen among the J ows. Demons 
wore believed tc exist in contact with human life in immense 
numbers, and though they wore in evidence everywhere, the 
gr.we-yards, deserts and miclcan pluces were their favourite 
haunts, and so they arc to this day. They dwclled not only in 

human beings, but had also clmso connections with certain 
animals, especially wild beasts, uncl most of all that lrnted crea

ture, t110 serpent. Most diseases, especially epilepsy, madness, 
fainting, an<l epidemics were held to he due to demons, and 
accordingly the remedy resorted to in such cases was exorcism. 
Amulets, incantations, magic formulas and various other de
vices were considered as safognards against the influence of 

the demons. Exorcism was effected in various ways, by entrea
ties or threats, by foul odours, by beating and burning or by 
the help of more powerful demons, and the demon, when 

cast out, generally gave proo~ of his cieparture by an act which 
wns considered to be otherwise unaccountable. 

In pre-Islamito .Arabia, the rule of demons ancl their power 
t.o interfere in human affairs ,Yas bo1icvod tu be as great a~ 
ar10ng tho Jews of tho time of Jesus. Madness anci many 
other diseases were attributed to demoniacal possession, .Among 
the a.uimals, the serpent was deemed to be esriecially connected 
with the evil spirits, and in the case of chronic diseases the 
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belief was that the person was only tormented by the evil sph-its 
because he had killed a snake. As a safeguard against this 
when any one killed a snake, he placed cow-dung upon its 
hcn.d lest the dcmon8 Bhould wreak vengeance on him. The 
llosscssed man was made to carry i:,omc kind of filth or rotten 
bones about llis neck and this was considered to heal the 
malady. In graver cases, nominal compensation was made to 
the offended demon. Some camels of clay were made and 
little loads of wheat, barley and oats were placed on them. 
At sunset they were placed in a particular position, and if 
they were found in the same state on the following morning, 
the conclusion drawn wa8 that the demons considered tho 
compensation to be insufficient in which case the number of 
camels wns increased until on some morning they were found 
lying prostrate on earth and their load::, upset, this being tho 
sign that the demons bad been appeased. Epidemics were 
also att.ributed to the agency 0£ the demons, and when a man 
arrived at a town where there was pestilence, he brayed like an 
ass and wore a hare's bones as a charm against the evil spirits 
of the place and its pestilence. But the agency of the demons 
was not confined to diseases only, and they were co!lsidered 
to influence all phases of human life and interfere in all kinds 
of human affairs. They were sometimes connected with trees 
and stones, w bile in the deserts their numbers knew no bounds. 
:M:ost of the prevailing superstitions had their root in the 
activity and agency of the evil spirits. 

Both countries, Juden, and Arabia, and both people, the 
Jews and the Arabs, thus held similar beliefs at the timo when 
a prophet appearc.d among each of them, nmong tho one Jesus, 
and auong the other Muhammad, may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon t1iem, and we will now sec what change was 
brought about by each of them in the prevalent beliefs. It 
is a, fact that Jesus Christ during his V<3ry short ministry of 
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nearly three years came into contact with a large number of 

persons who were thought to be possessed or under the influ

ence of demons, and it is equally true that he resorted to 
exorcism in all such cases though he might not have followed 

the methods of OTdinary exorcists. By the rationalistic school 
of Christian writers, the cases of demoniacal possession mention
ed iu the Gospels are considered as cases of insanity which 
the popular belief of the time ascribed to the influence of evil 
spirits. The fact that J esns also shared these erroneous beliefs 
is explained a.way by the doctrine of "accommodation '' accord
ing to which J csus accepted the popular belief and spoke of 

demoniacal pos::;ession in view of the ignorance of the people 
and his own disciples, though his own belief was quite different. 

If this explanation is accepted, J csus cannot be accepted as 
a true guide, for it would be impossible to decide what wcro 

his own views and what the views which he continued to accept 
bccansc of the ignorance of the people and his own disciples. 
This is moreover an assertion whiuh has not the slightest 
evidence in its support. How do we know that Jesus did not 
really believe in demonry a11cl that he only affected to believe 
in it'? The facts only :,how that if demoniacal possm,sion is an 
crrur, :Jesus too was mistaken in his belie£ relating to demonism. 

As against the Rationalistic school the evangelical writers 
have always hold that the stories related in the Gospels men
tioning cases of demoniacal possession are literally truo and 

that in the time of Jesus the demons used actually to influence 

the physical life of men, and that Jesus cast the demons out 

by his superior power. Among these again there is a difference 
of opinion, some holding that true demoniacal possession was 

on1y a phenomenon of the time of Jesus because " at the time 
~E .Test.s' coming into the world to destroy the works of the 
devil, SalCLn came down with sr)ecial power to uphold hil> 

kingdom," while according to others the incidents of demoniacal 
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possession which are even now reported among semi-civilized 
people are as genuine as those reported in the Gospels. " We 
have little reason to believe,'' says the Rev. F. Goodwell in a 
a paper on demoniacal possession recently contributed to the 
Ilarvc::;l P-icld," that the time has come that Satan shall be 
bound. In countries like Africa, India and China exactly 
similar phenomena are to be found as in the days of Christ on 
earth, and these are often explained and dealt with in the same 
way as he dealt with them." The same writer describes 
Christ's attitude towards dem(?nology in the followi11g words:-

" He seems to have accepted in large measure the common 
interpretation, to have had much of the ground-work of 
common demonism in his mind. He called certain complaints 
the w::>rk of demons, and bade the evil spirits begone, He 
appears to have believed that demons vary in strength; for of 
one sort he said, 'This kind goeth not forth, 1but by prayer.' He 
seems even to have agreed that exorcists had certain powers, 
for he asks the Pharisees, 'By whom do your sons cast them 
out'? Let it be clear that J et:ms did not call all disease cle
monism. In St. Luke x: 32 he distinctly distinguishes between 
onlinary a !Ilictiom; and cases of possession." 

This was not all. The casting out of devils was given such 
an importance by Jesus Christ that he gave directions to his 
apostles to cast out demons, Demonology thus occupies a very 
prominent place in the Gospel of Christ.. It has become a 
part and parcel of the · Christian rnligion. In the Roman 
Catholic and Greek Churches, exorcism is still used in baptism, 
and in specific cases individuals supposed to be suffering from 
demoniacal possession are treated by means of exorcism, the 
priests being endowed in their consecration with power to 
cast out }_)ossessing demons, Even in some Lutheran Churches 
exorcism in baptism is still 1·etainecl. The early Christiall 

o\.'angelists seem to have attained a. good doal of success by 
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their pretension to cast out devils and thus they used a common 
superstition for the propagation of their religion. The Rev. 
F, Goodwill quotes with approval the following remarks of 
Harnack in his paper ;-

" It was as exorcisors that Christians went out into the 
great world, and exorcism forme·d one very powerful method of 
their mission and propaganda. It was a question not simply 
of exorcism, and vanquishing the demons that dwelt in indi
viduals, but also of purifying all public life from them. For 
the age was ruled by the black one and his hordes ; 'it lieth 
in the: evil one.' Nor was this mere theory; it was a most vital 
conception of existence. l1'rom Justin down wards Christian 
literature is crnwded with tLllusions to exorcisms, and every 
la.rge church at any rate had exornists. Originally these men 
were honoured as men endowed with special grace, but after
wards they constituted a class by themselves in the lower 
hierarchy like lectors and sub-drncons. By this change they 
lnst their pristine standing. 

H is clear from the above that Jesus Christ was in perfect 
sympat,hy with the demonology of his day and not only did he 
himscH L,olieve .in <locnoniaeal pos::;ession and exo1·cism, but 
charged his dist.:iples also to cast ont demons, and thus gave the 
institution a permanent footing in the Christian religion. 'l'he 
ideas of demonisrn prevalent among the .Arabs at. the birth o{ 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad were similar in extent as '"ell 
as rn1ture to those current among the pe:,-ople among whom Jesus 

wa;:; born, but what a strange contrast Islam presents in this 
respect to Christianity. It is true that the Holy Quran speaks 
of Satan or the devil and of the jinn, but vvithout-, entering into 
a.ny discussion a,s to what is meant by the jinn, we can say with 
co:tiinty tha.t it <loes 11ot by the renwte:::;t hint accept the 
doctrines of demoniacal possession and exorcism which play 
such an important pa.rt in Christianity. '£here is not the least 
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doubt that at the time 0£ the Holy Prophet belie£ in demoniacal 
possession and exorcism was rampant, but Islam from the very 
first rejected both the ideas and we do not meet with a single 
instance in which the Prophet himself should have resorted 

to exorcism or he should have directed his followers 
to cast out demons. The devil or the evil spirits are spoken 
or in the Holy Quran as having a sphere of exercise opposed to 
that of the Holy Spirit or the angels,. the one inviting a man 
to evil and the other inviting him to goodness, the one repre

senting the attraction for the evil and the other the attraction 
for good in the nature of man. These two beings, the evil 
spirits and the angels, acconnt for the prevalence 0£ evil and 
goodness in the vvorld. 'These are intermediaries in the spiri
tual world corresponding to the agents and intermediaries in 
the physical world. As in the physic:.11 world we find that we 
stand in need of external :igen ts for the exercise of the faeulties 
and powers within ns, of light to see things with our eyes, 
o:l: air to hear sounds with our ears, so our spiritual powertl 

cannot by themselves lead us to do goocl or evil, hut here too 
external intermediaries, which have an existence independent 
of onr internal spiritual powers, enable a man to do good or lead 

him into evil. 0£ thes(~ intPrmediaries, the one that invites a 
man to goodness is called the holy spirit or an' angel, while the 
one that invites him to e\'il is called Satan or the devil or the 
evil spirit. Thus the evil spirits spoken of in the Holy Quran 
are entirely different from the demons of the Gospel. 

vVe do not, howeve1·, deny that among the Muhammadans 
also there have been and oven now nre exorcisors who like the 
Christian Misbionnries and the exorcisors of other religions cast 
out/demons, but such n.1rn have always belonged to ignorant 
classes. The doctrines of domoniucal possession and ;exorcit-lm 
have never been connected with the religion of Islam, nor C'-lll 

the Holy Prophet or any one of his companions or any leading 
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M uhammudan theologian or Imam be shown to have resorted 
to exorcism. It should also be borne in mind tha,t the Chris
tians were not, and are not, the only successful exorcists, but 
wherever the 1)elie£ in demoniacal possession has existed, there, 
without regard to the religion of the exorcist, we may be sure 
to find also examples of successful exorcism. The possessing 
devil is generally opposed to the religion 0£ the exorcisor, the 
methods adopted are generally in consonance with his own 
religion and the result is always almost the same. The demon 
in obedience to the commands of the exorcist leaves his subject 
an<l in almost all the countries furnishes similar proof of its 
departure, the overturning of a vessel of water or some other 
trivial act like that. 
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Berber Poetry. 

("FADMA:"-By Sidi I-Ianimo. Done into English 
l' erse by R. L. N. Johnston. Tang,ier G. T. Abr-ines 

Al-Magreb Al-Aksn's O:0ice, 1907.). 

Our readers may perhaps remember our Review of '"The 
Songs of Sic1i Hnrnmo,"• the DerlJcr ]Wuslim poet, and t}rnt at 
the conclusion of our brief notice of Mr. ,Tohnston's learned an<l 
conscientious work, we expressed the hope that in a second 
edition he would "present his poet dressed as becomes a poet 
in the graceful garb of rime and metre." We little thought that 
at the very moment vvhen we were expressing this pious wish, 
Tufo J olmston was :1etnally engaged in seeing through the press 
an edition in verse of his beloved Sidi Hammo. We are grntefol 
to Mr, Johnston for this fresh enrichment of our story in com• 
para.tive philology and folk lore, an<l venture to hope that this 
fresh accession to our knowledge of Berber poesy, tradition and 
religion may be welcomed with an enthusiasm in some measure 
equal to that felt by Mr. J ohnsj;on for the personality and poesy 
of Sidi Hammo. "Fadrna '' may he read simply as a poem 
wherein the BerbeT thinker and poet unfolds the panorama of 
his personal experiences, of his loves and his hates, his hopes 
and his fears. On the other hand, to the student of compara
tive philology the original manuscript, now in the Bodleian 
Library, furnishes a probably unique opportnnity of localising 
the position o:f the Shilhah or Tamazight dialect in its relation 
to the general Bc.,rber tongue. 

Fadma horselI was the da11ghter of a widow who had 

befriended the young orphan Sidi Hammo, hy taking him into 

Vol. VI. No. 10, (October 1907). 
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her home at Aoulouz, and. providing for his religious instruction 
at the mosque school attached. to every hamlet in the Berber 
lu.ncl, His first achiovomcnt was to avenge certain slanders 
lmrloJ. at the maiden by an ill-conditioned singer-a negxo 
from the hnd of Draa1-who::;c fame as a minstrel had lJEien 
cdipsed by the sweet voice uf Fadma. At a singing contest, 
wherein he played the part of champion ot womankind, the 
young poet killed once and £or over the reputation of the man 
who had bosmircheu Fadma. The following lines of his live 

still in Berber tradition :-

" By what law, Allah !-be it 'rhino or man's

Shall ravens gorge on sweetness such as this? 

The barn door fowl is fain to fly to Heaven; 
'Tis not for lack of feathers that he fails ; 
The Lord would none of him. 

Because 'tis black, 
Gunpowder is aping antimony, 
And fain would stain my lady's eyelash jet. 
The bald head dreams he plaits a curling lock, 
And hangs a dangling golden coin therefrom. 
Tako mo not, angel Death, till I have paid 
This cursed slanderer's barley price in wheat! 
1fay he who wounded Fadma live to herd 
With outcast pedlars! Have no friend beside; 

And toiling, moiling, bear his heavy load 
:From mart to mart and town to town, 
Until ho die ! " 

The need of earning his livelihood led Sidi Ha1111no far 
alicl<l. lio tolls us that no corner of tho world-the Bei·ber 
world, 1.io it understood-was unknown to him. Wherever he 
w0ut,, under various disguises-philosophic, ethical, ironical 
and fantastic-he discourses on the one theme which for him. 

made life worth living-the perfect, the ideal woman, 



284 Tlll!! REVtEW OF RELIGlONS, (July 

All native students, says Mr. Johnston, to whose illumina
ting "Introduction" we are indebted for these particulars-are 
agreed that whatever may be the surface reading of his verses, 
the inner meaning invariably touches some point in woman's 
nature, her subtle power, her magic influence, her nobility or 
her frailty. This is his great secret. Fadma is the beauteous 
emblem of highest womanhood. She represents the eternal 
mystery of existence, of creation, of the unknown, In Fadma 
Sidi I-Tammo symbolised everything that stands for the glory 
of existence, the eternal throbbing joy of life; of love, beauty, 
music, faith, sanctity, motherhood ; all that is dearest to the 
higher part of man, The perusal of such a poet, sprung from 
that marvellous Muslim race of Berber conquerors and civilisers 
who for centuries gave to Spain the primacy in letters and arts, 
would serve to disabm,c the average·. Christian mind of its 

strange misconception as to woman's place and power in 
Muslim life and thought. 

'Ne confess that we infinitely prefer the Tangiers to the 
London edition of Sidi Hmnmo. A poet done into prose is 
''done" £or, and we are glad that the elegant and flowing verse 
of the present edition rescues Sicli Hammo from this untimely 
fate. 

These traditionary poems are divided into . three parts
nnswering to as many phases in the development 0£ the poet's 
thought and experience.,•. In the first place we see reflected the 
disappointments and the impatience of the poet:-

" Alas £or me, my heart is sore, 
The lords of poesy are no more ; 
The glorious hours that lived ~re fled, 
The song-nay, Song itself-•is dead. 
And woman! as constant as wind or the wave; 
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In turn she's a tempest, a tyrant, a slave ; 
·who trusts to her faith, be he ever so brave 
Shall sink on despair, with self-scorn to the grave, 

Yet this soon yields to a kinder thought:

"The da,y we met, our l10pe rose 1o the sky ; 
A too brief joy, Then came the tread1ery. 
And yet, dear sister soul, w horn yet I see, 
There breathed not in creation one like thee.'' 
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Evidently the hearts of Berber maidens were marketable 
commodities like the hearts-sh:i.11 we say of oak ?-of their 
British sisters. 

•'Sweet womanhood is sold for minted t1·ash, 
And who dare bicl for beauty save in cash? 
The rippling laughter of the little mouth, 
The love locks fanned by bree1-1es from the sor1.th, 
The eyebrows stained by nature's self I see; 

To read the heart, alas, was not for me.'' 

In the second phase experience has hallowed love and 

deepened his philosophy:-

"'l'he riddle, old as earth, confronts us still, 
Pray tell me, Why is pleasure ? Wherefore pain ? 
The self-same fibres of our being thrill 
To discords and to music's sweetest strain. 
·what warrior but loves hito s~ars to show? 
What mother weeps to think of all she bore? 
The very griefs we r:mffered long ago 
Make smiling memories for evermore," 

Love e1.--pels the old pessimism from his heart :

" Let him be iron-if his lord:,;hip can. 
Woman, rare steel, must still be Queen of Man." 
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The thiTcl phase of the :poet's pilgrimage represents 

attainment, victory, possession. Earth and heaven arc seen 

palpitating with love:-

'1In sloop the soul unshackled tairns her ,vu.y, 
And learns in Drer,mlu:ml more than words ca1u-;ay. 
To can, attnnod, the whisper::; of the uigh1; 
Will yield their :::ml swcoL tone::; ul'. rare ddiglii. 
To thc::;c for sure-from others all concealcd
Momo of the 11,ly::;tery will be revealed. 
'J.'hey hear the message s})eech can never tell 
lfrom upland form,t, rill and vale and foll, 
13orno 11y the hreo:te and on the moonlight gleam. 
What fact, forsooth, is worthy such a dream, 
\Vhich grants to mortu.1 man the vision keen 
To gaio upon the face of the unseen ? " 

Bca,uty, imagination and deep poesy are here indissolubly 

blended, 

Ono final quotation, in which Sidi Hammo uplifts his rich 

an them to love. 

''Yet,-<laro I speak what men will call .i, drcn.m '? 
1 hear it in tho happy nrnrm'ring stream, 
Jfrom sunset glow to morning's ro::.y light, 
In all the voices of the summer night, 
}'rom earth below, from l:i.iglmst heaven above
The life of life is evermore· for love. 
Believe it brother ; this of all is best, 
To labour and to l<)vo, and then-to rest.~' 

·we aro glacl to eon111tor1d this volnmc to the perusal of our 
readers ancl will eonduclc by e.xpros8ing the forvent ho1)0 that 
~fr. Johnston will favour us with a third edition combining tlw 
two versions already published. Neither version oxdu<los the 

other and both are udmiral)ly complementary to each otlier. 
The new volume would constitute a worthy shrine in honour of 

Sidi Hammo, 
WILLAM HEAFORD. 
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Notes and Comments. 

Hindu-Muhammadan Union. 
Attempts luwo long been mado by the leading patriots to 

bring ahout better relations between the Hindus and the 

:ri.fohc1mmadans but practically nothing has been done up to this 

time. The prnposals contained in the '·Message of Peace" 

ymhlishrnl nlsowhcro in thi,=; ma,t.:;azino an~ worthy of considerat.ion 
of all well-wishcTd of t1w country. Thoso proposals, it shonlcl 

bn horne in mind, aro mac1o witJi :1. Yi('W to bri11g a.l,ont the 
uni.on of: IIindns ancl 1\Iuham1rn1clan.:, on a religions and not 
on. a political basis. The strong halrm1 and ill-feeling between 
tho two commnnitics which so often is the occasion of dis
tnrbing public peace is really the outcome of religions animosity 

a.ml not l)olitical differences, :md hence we must go to the root 
of the disease in applying the remedy. 

The political views of the Ahrn~"<l iyya movement are well
known, and in socking a union wit.h the Hindus on a religious 
basis, it does not, wisl1 to m:ckc the slightest dcpart.nre from its 
peaceful political principles. It is true that oven the vast 
majorit,y 0£ the respectable IIindL1 public has nothing to do 

with the extremists and t11e agitators, but still the Ahnrndiyya 

movement is not prepared to associate itself with movements 
w1wsc politic:11 views have dircct1y or indirectly led a section 
0£ the public to a<lopt violent methods nnd v.iolcnt ln.nguage. 

It Rt.icks to the principle;; in which it has been brnnght np for 
over eighteen yearR, and to which, npon. an exhortation by its 
late fmmder,. it strongly adhered during the agitation and 
poliLical unrest o.t tho last yea1·. The separation of the Ahmad

iyya mo\'Olnent from the orthodox Muhamma<lans is duo in ~i 

large measure io its plain and forcible disavowal of certain 
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doctrines which are politically dangerous, such as the doctrine 
of J ehad which was lately preached by the frontier and Afghan 
Mullas with such success that nothing short of an expensive 
expedition again::;t the fanatics could undo its evil effect, and 

the Joctrine relating to the advent of a Mahd~ who should 
w,.rro war arrainst ancl pnt to the sword all non-Muslims, and it 

b o 

cannot be expected that the Ahmadis should now go 
against the very principles which cut them off from their own 
co-religionists, by joining in a political Jdwd against a gov@rn
m.ent against which they consider a religious Jehad to be illegal. 
We thns separate ourselves from both the Hindus and the 
Muhammadans, on account of the views of these two people 
as regards a political or a religious Jehad against the govern
ment, not because we think that the entire Hindu and 
Muhammadan population is given over to these views-nay, 
we know that such views are only entertained by the fanatics 
among the two people, call them extremists or ghazis-but 
because only entire separation can keep the movement free 
from any contamination of similar ideas, On the other hand, 
we are as willing to join hands with the Hindus who declare 
openly their entire severance from the extremist and swarajya 
views as with the ~r uhammaclans who reject the doctrine of 
J diad and the doctrine of the advent of a ghcizi Mahdi in 
uneq_uivocal and forcible terms. But so long as there is not a 
ph,in disavowal of snch doctrines, the Ahmadiyya movement 
will keep a.looI from both in Ro far as they adhere to these 
extreme and fanatical doctrines. 

The founder of the Ahmadiyya movement v.ras eminently a 
messenger of peace. As against the popular Muhammadan 
doctrine that the ~fohdi and the M:essiqh would establish the 
dominance of Islam by the sword, he taught that he had come 
to establish the superiority of Islam by signs and, arguments, 
by peaceful teachings as against t.he use of the sword. Thus 
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peace was the fundamental principle of his teachings. His 
attempt to bring abo11t a union between the Hindus and the 
Muhammadans on a religious basis was :founded upon the 
same principle of peace, and this any one who reads "The 

Message of Peace'' will be able to see £or himself, Though 

the movement is separated from the orthodox body of the 
Muhammadans in certain points, yet the teachings of its 
founder are really calculated to unite the jarring Muhammadan 

sects into one body. The founder 0£ the Ahmadiyya movement, 
however, desired to bring abot1t a union, not only between 
the various Muslim sects, but also between the different 
religions, but years, perhaps centuries, are required to realize 
the fulfilment of these desires. 

Political Fanaticism and Repressive Methods. 

The rise of an anarchist. moYement in Bengal has caused 
gn·at, anxiety to all well-wishers of peace, and the Government 
has very wisely taken steps to restrain this mischievous move
ment by repressive methods while yet it is limited to a single: 
province. But to· the great misfortune of this country, some 
o[ our cdncated men are acting like the ignorant men who 
opposed beneficial measures of the government which it adopted 
to restrain the spread of the plague at its first appearance. 
The result of t,hat opposition was t.he ~ainfnl experience of the 

depopulating ravages of the plagne. The anarch,ist movement 
is by no means a lesser evil or a i:;ma1ler calamity. No doubt 
there are very few who outwardly show :my Rympathy :for the 
anarchists, hut a large nnmbcr, including many of the "Mode-

" ·1 rntAs, are oppa::,ing the measures adopted to root out the ev1 · 

We ,, onder if they fail to see that anarchy is as much directed 
n.g-ninst. the ruling power as against social order it.self, and if 
strong measures are not, adopted to nip it in t,hc bud, the 
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contamination of the evil ideas will spread with even greater 
virulence than the plague. It is, no doubt, necessary that the 
government must be liberal enough to listen to a criticism of its 
measures, but it is still more necessary that the subject people 
should have some confidence in the measures of th.e government, 
'fhe error in the present case, I mean in the unjust and ill
directed criticism of the Newspapers Incitements Act, lies in the 
false supposition that government intends to repress all j11stifi
able expression of opinion against its measures, as if the measure 
had proceeded from an enemy, and not a well-wisher of the 
people, that had no other object in view but to crush down the 
honest opinions of its subjects and to oppress them in every 
possible way. It is the first duty of the subjects to have 
confidence in their rulers and to help them -in the suppression 
of evils. If there is no confidence, then even the most benefi
cial measure can be so distorted as to appear an unmitigated 
evil. Lack of confidence between government and its subjects 
is as injurious as that between parents and children. But 
whereas this lack of confidence is prominent on the part of 
some subject people, the Government has not shown any lack 
of confidence, and notwithstanding the growing tendency of 
the press to sedition and the growth of anarchy it is still bent 
upon taking Indians more and more into confidence and grant
ing them greater powers not only of a consultative but also of an 
executive nature. Under these circumstances it is incumbent 
upon the subject people to show greater confidence in the gov
ernment, for without such confidence on their part no progress 
can be made. Those who remember the clamour that was 
raised last year against the Seditious Meetings Act and the fears 
that were expressed of the insecurity resulting therefrom to 
law-abiding citizens can easily see that the noise made against 
the new act relating to newspapers is no less unfounded. If the 
Government desires to bring the culprits to law by the easieRt 
methods, it is the duty of all loyal subjects to assist the Govern
ment and not to place obstructions in its way, 
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