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The Spread of Islam, Vi. 
Wars of the Holy Prophet. 

I have already quo\ed tho words of an Arabic tribe with 

RENEWED HOSTILITY which tfoiy accosted Abu Sufi.an at Ham
AND TRE.A.mnmY OF THE ra-ul-Asd, when the latter was returning 
Aran TRIBES. from the field of Ohud. '' You have 

neither killed Muhammad, nor brought their virgins as captives; 
you hM·e done an evil thing; go bn.ck.'' These words reveal 
the feelings of intense hatred which the Arab tribes entertained 
agf'inst the Muslims of Medina. So bitter was their hatred of 

Islam, that nothing short of the murder of the Holy Prophet, 
may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, or the carry
ing away of the Muslim maidens could satisfy them. 'l1his 

tribe lived at t.he distance of only eight miles from Medina. 
With such tribes in their immediate neighbourhood, tho 
Muhammadaus would have found their lives even more iutoler~ 
able than at Mecca, had they not met the sword of the enemy 
with the sword. But this hostility was not confined to the 
neighbouring tribes. We shall soon sec that during the interval 
which passed between the battle of Ohud and the siege of 
.Medina by the allied forces of Arabia, the Muslims had repeated• 
ly to set out of Medin& to disperse tho gatherings of distant 
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tribes, travelling as far as the confines of Syria in the North, 

the vicinity of Mecca in the south and the tribes of Bani Asad 
and Bani Ghatafan in tl1c cast. The battl~ of Ohud was a sianal 

0 

to the Arab tribes to renew their hostilities against the Muslims 
and tribes began to gather in different parts of the peninsula to 
commit forays on Medina. 4' The :first two months after th.o 
hattlo,'' says Muir, ",vorc passed in tranguility ; but with ihe 
opening of the fourth yon.r of the IIcjira, rumours reached 

Muhammad from various quarters of gatherings being organised 
agaim,t him, and he hastened to take the initiative.'' Learning 

that Tulaiha and Sal ma, chiefs of Bani Asad, a powerful iribe 

inhn.bitin~ an extensive t~rritory in the central desert, had 
collected their tribesmen to make a raid on Medina, the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, 
despatched a force under Abu Sa.Ima, who snccccdcd in effec

tually dispersing the Bani Asad. for the time being. They, 
however, reserved their hostility for a future occasion. 

Only four or five days after he hatl de.£pa,tched Abu Sa,lma 

to disperse the Bani Asad, news reached him that Khn.lid biu 

Sufian, a chief of the Bani Hmmil, had assembled a large gather
ing between 'I1ayif and 11:fccca, with the object of following up tho 
late Tictory at Ohud. 11his gathering wtts broken up by the 
murdel' of their leader by Abdullah bin Una.is, a follower of the 
Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him. 
'rhe quick succession in which these gatherings of hostile tribes 
followed each other may enable the re:1der to judge how trying 
the position of the Muslims was at Medina.. Still the Muslims 
appeal' guilty in the eyes of the majority of the Christian critics 
because they raised their arms to protect themselves from the 

savage enemies that surrounded them on all sides. 

The Arab tribes did not hesitate even at resorting to trea

chery of the basest type. 

In the month following that in which the gatherings of tha 
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Bani Asad and the Dani Ilu~ail were broken up, thanks 10 the 
11romptncss of th.e Muslims, a deputation was sent by two tribes, 
no.mod Cara and Azl, io wait upon the Holy Prophet, may peace 
and tho bleiisings of God bo upon him, and to request him to 
send with them womc missionaries to instruct them in Islam and 
to recite to them the Holy Quran pretending that many of them 
had embraced Islam. Nothing could be more welcome to him. 
He gladly complied with their request and immediately acputed 
ten (and according to some accounts, six) men for the instruction 
of the two tribes. Whon the party had gone as far as 'Raji in 

the territory of the Bani Huzai!, the tribesmen that had decoyed 
the Muhammadan mis::donarics treacherously surrounded and 

overpowered them with the aid of the Bani HuzB.il. The whole 
party W'3.S massacred, only two (Khobaib and Zaid) were spared, 
and ~hese were sold as slaves a.t Mecctt. There they were most 
barbarously put to death in presence of a large crowd. They 
\Vere offered liberty at the price of recantation but they refuaed. 
Khobaib, before being put to death, 2tskcd permission to say a 
short prt1.ycr, which being finished, ho saidi 'l \YOuld have said 
a longer prayer, but foarcd you ,rnuld attribute it to a desire 
to dcl5.y my death.' The day before ho was put to death, he 
a.eked to be provided with a. razor to shave himself with. A child 
brought tho razor. The mother of the child finding her boy 
with the prisoner who had a ra~or in his hand was exceedingly 
alarmed, but Khobaib said, 44 1',ear not ; l would never kill your 
son, for treachery is not allowa.ble in our religion." ,vhen ho 
was bound to the stake, his executors said, 4~ Now abjure Islam, 
and we will let thee go." ''Not so," he replied, "l would not 
abjure Islam, if it were to get me the whole world in return." 
'' Wouldst thou not,'' eaid. Abu Sufian, ''that Muhammad were in 

thy place and thou sitting in security at home?'' " I would 
nott replied he, "that I should have delivcrance1 and Muhum• 

mad suffer the pain even of a. thorn.'' Zaid met with his death 
with similar courage. They embraced each other when they 
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came to the place of execution. Abu Sufi.an 1s reported to 
have said, '' I never sn,w any body loved more fervently than 
Muhammad is loved by his companions.'' The way in which 
this party of Muslim teachers was put to death will enable the 
reader to form some idea of tho bitterness of the Arab hostility 

to Islam, and still the Muslims are blamed for fighting in their 
dofonce against such treacherous and wicked enemies who would 

have massacred the Muhammadans to a nuin, if the latter had 
not fought in self-defence. ~rho words of Abu Sufi.an quoted 
above reveal the bitter hatred which the Quraish still entertained 

against the Holy rrophot, may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him. 'fhe ofier of libert;y at the price of recantation 

clearly shows that the unbelieving Quraish fought the Muslims 
from the same motives from which they used to p0rsccute them 
at Mecca. They fought the Muslims for no other reason than 
that they had forsaken tho idols and embraced Islam, and it was 
to exterminate Islam that they waged a bloody war against the 
faithful. 

The same month witnessed another and greater catastrophe. 
Abu Bera, an aged chief of the Bani Aamir, came to the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the blesPiogs of God be upon him, with 

a present and asked him to explain to him his doctrines. This 
done, he said, ''l1his is a good faith ; If thou wilt send a com

pany of thy followers to my people, the Bani Aamir, I hope that 

they will accopt thy call.'' But the Holy Prophet, may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him, said he feared for the 

safety of his followers among the treacherous tribes of Najd, 

iome oi whom were the allies and friends of the Quraish. 'rhe 
aged chief assured him that ho would himself be ret:ipoosible for 
their safoty and aokcd him to address a letter to Aamir ibn 

Tufail, another chief of the tribe. Trusting to his word, the 
Holy Prophet, may pen.cc and the bloasings of God be upon him, 

deputed seventy of his chosen followers with a letter to Aamir. 
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Heaching a fountain, ca.lled Bir Mauna, they halted and des
patched one of their number with the letter to A~mir bin Naufal. 
i:I.1his chief, without looking at the contents of the letter, caused 
the messenger to be put to death with a. spear, and joined by a 

large body of the Bani Sulaim, foll upon the party which was 
still waiting for the return of their companion. 'l'hey were all 

cut to pieces; only two survived the tragedy, one who was left; 
for dead among the slain, and another Amr bin Umayya, who 

happened to be absent with the camels at the time of the slaugh

ter. Can a human being commit a more inhuman deed than this? 
Sovonty innocent men were slaughtered for no other fault than 
that they believed in one God and had abandoned the worship, of 
tho gods of the Ka1aba. They had done A amir no wrong. They 
had come to him as messengers, and had come at the invitation 
and solemn pledge of a chief of the tribe. Such were the inhuman 
savages with whom the :Muslims had to deal and such was their 
thirst for the blood of tho 1\1 uslims. \Vhen at the bidding of Aamir, 
a follower of his drove a spear into the back of the helpless mes .. 
senger, while the latter stood before the chief waiting for a reply, 
the chief exclaimed, ''Thou hast sped well by the God ofKa'aba." 
Thus, in the eyes of tho bloody idolaters of the Arabian desert, 
the massacre of the innocent Muslims was a service to the idols 
of the :M:eccan temple. Every Mm,lim that was killed was a 
human sacrifice, 1ia1' mcdha, or as a Hi11du would call it, which 
they offered to their deities. It was easier for the Muslims to 

Ii vo among the ferocious beasts of tlie forest than among snch in
human and blood-thirsty savages of the desert. And if the Muslim 
had not pulled his bow and drawn his sword to prolioct himself 

from their attacks, he would have fallen a prey to their insatiable 
ferocity. Amr ibn Umayya, on his way home from the 
disaster, met two Arabs, belontsing to the Bani Aa.mir, whom he 
slew as a reprisal for the slaughter at Bir Mauna. But these 
men were returning from Medina, having just entered into terms 
with the Holy P1·ophet, may peace and the blessings of God 
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be upon him. ·whon, therefore) tho survivor of the fearful 
slaughter related t,o the Holy Prophet, may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him, what he ha.d done in the way, 
he, instead of being praised, was rebuked by the Holy Prophet, 
who sent to the tribe full blood-money for both the murdered 

men, together with the }Jropcrty taken from them. Contrast 
the treachery and inhnm:1.nity of the Arab tribes with the up

rightness of the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him. 

The shock which the news of this disaster, following immedi~ 
ately on the slaughter of his followers at Raji, gave to the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and tho blessings of God bo upon him, may 
be better imagined than described. The seventy martyrs of 

Bir Manna and the ten victims of the tragedy of Raji were 

among his select followers, whom he chose to act as missionaries 
and to instruct Arab tribes in the doctrines of Islam and show 

them by their example what Islam mcaut. 

These disasters were soon followed by another gathering of 
the tribes for a raid on Medina. Learning that certain tribes of 
the Dani Ghatafan, the old enemies of Islam, who, according to 
Muir, were incited by the Quraish with whom they were in 
immediate alliance, had asscm bled at Dzat-al-H.ica, the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him), ah 

the head of a. large following, hastened to disperse the gathering. 

The reader may wonder at the frequency with which the hostile 
tribes threatened to attack Mc<lina, but imch was the fact, as a, 

reference to any ,,-ork on the history of the times will show. 
Those who have no access to original Arabic works may turn to the 

Life of Mahomet by William Muir for the verification of these 
facts. It is apparent that if thu Muslims had turned the other 
cheek, their women and children would have been carried away 
in captivity and sold as slaves and the Muslims themselves put 

to the sword as their parties actually were at Raji and Bir 
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l\fauna. The utmost leniency that the Muslims could expect 
from their enemies was th,1,t they might buy their lives at the 
price of recantation. There is no doubt that the enemy was bent 
on the extermination of Islam and the Muslims, and if thesa were 
to bo rescued from destruc~iou, it was necessary that t;he arm of 
1ihe enemy should have received a check. If ihe course 5ken by 
the Muslims was a: wrong one, let the Christian critics point out 
ihe right course which they could follow under thQ circumstan. 

ces Is i, not true that the infidels spared no pains to e:rterminate 
Is1nm when it Wlil.S yet confined within Mecca? Is it 
not 1irue that t,hey pursued the Muslim fugitives a~ :far as 
the Ucd Sen, when they fled t,he city to seek refuge in a 

foreign land? Is ii not true that they sent envoys to Negus, 
the Christian king of Abyssinia, with rich presents, asking 
l1im to hand over io ihem ihc Muslims that had sought 
refuge in his land ? Is it noii true \hat they slm~ up all the 
Muslims with iheir padisans in a defile, known as the Sheb of 
Abu Talib, where they remained for three weary years, suffering 
indescribable priTa1ions, which at last melted the hearts of 
cert.ain ci,izens, who boldly came to \heir rescue ? Is it not true 
Lhat the per2ecu1ion oft.he Quraish reduced ,he noble Prophet 
to a state of outlawry and compelled him to appeal to ihe neigh
bouring people for protection? Is it not trnc ahat when the 
:\fodinites made a noble response to his call and invited him to 
take refuge among them, the Quraish \Yero cxMperated and 
punmed the Medinilie caravan for no other reason than that 
there were among them the men who had been presumptuous 

ouough 110 offer him an asylum ? Is it not true that the Holy 

Prophet, nmy peaco and the blessings of God be upon him, did 
not. quit Mecca until he had taken from the Medinite converts 
thesolemn pledge that they would protect him and other refugees 
as they protected their own women and children, thus showing 

that he was certain of being pursued by the Meccans even at 
Medina? Is it not true that the Mcccans did their utmost to 
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prevent the emigration of the Muslims, throwing in prison those 
on whom they could lay their hands and even forcing some to 

recant? Is it not tme that when almost all the companions of 
the Holy Prophet had emigrated from Mecca, the infidel Qura.ish 
resolved to plunge simultaneously as many swords into his body 
as thin were tribes in the city ? Is it not true that when tho 
Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, 
escaped from his house unobserved, horsemen scoured all the 

ronds in bis i.earch and a price was set on his head ? Is it not 
true that they continued to oppress the faithful that could not 
effect their escape from Mecca ? Is it not true that the Meccan 
ca1·avans incited their allies and other tribes on their trade-routes 

against Muslim refugees? Is it not tl'uc that when the infidel 
army prepal'ea 10 set out of Mecca under the leadership of Abu 
Jehl, every man capable of fighting was called upoa to join the 

army so \hat the Muslims might be crushed once for all ? Is it 
not true that the Arab tribes began to gather in large numbers 
on all sides to commit raids on M0dint1i? Is it not true that 
whenever Muslims fell into the hands of the infidels, they were 
ei\her mercilessly butchered or forced to recant ? Is there any 
doubt that, the enemies had been determined from beginning to 
exterminate Islam and, that t,heir exertions only redcubled with 

the growing success of the Muslim faith ? Is it not then equally 
true that the only course left open to the Muslims was to defend 

themselves as besn as they could? Was it not necessary that 

they should have kept themselves informed of the movements of 
their enemies so as to be prepared to meet their attacks ? And 
when they learned that tribes were gathering to invade Medina., 
was it not nece2sary that they should have taken up arms to 
repel their unprovoked attacks? Will not the Christians admit 
that it was their vigilance and their promptness which saved 
the Muslims from their numerous enemies? Their promt repul
sion of the enemy served a double purpose; it not only generally 
prevented the clans concerned from further mischief, but it also 
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deterred other tribes from following the example of their neigh
bours. It was thus tbe enemy that dragged the Muslims into 
war and tho mau must be exceptionally blind who fails to see 
the necessity which forced the Muslims to take up arms. 

An incident is related in connection with the expedition of the 
Dzat-al-Rica which shows what kind of men the companions of 
Holy Prophet were. Two men were told off to keep watch at 
the mouth of the defile where the Muslim force had stayed for 
the night. One was to keep watch in the first half and the other 
in the second half of the night. rrhe man whose turn it was to 
keep watch thought it best to occupy his time in devotion. So 
he stood np before his Lord in pmyer, while his companion lay 

asleep by him. Au enemy, who was hovering about seeking an 

opportunity to kill a Muslim, saw him, and concluding that he 
was a follower of the Prophet acting the sentinel, shot an arrow 
at him which stuck in his body. He only pulled out· the arrow 
and went on with his prayer. The enemy shot a second, a third 

and a fourth arrow in succession, every one 0£ which stuck in his 
body, but he only went on pulling them out until he finished his 
prayer. Then ho awakened his companion, and the enemy, 
seeing that there wore two men, fled away. Being questioned 
by his companion why he had not awakened him when the. firflt 
arrow wa,s shot, he said he was reciting a Sura of the Holy 
Qt1ran which had so enraptured him that he did not wish to 
leavo it unfinished. Snch were the companions of the Holy 

Prophet, whom the Clll'istian critic cruelly misrepresents as 
robbers, thirst,y f,lr the blood of their follow-beings. 

The Holy Prophet (may pence and the blessings of God be 

upon him} and his followers were so troubled both by the Quraish 

'loud other powerful tribes who allowed them no l'eHpite and who 
were constantly making preparations to attack Medina, being 
determined to crush the Muslims, that he was at last con
slirained to send up his frayer tio God, asking Him to visit the 
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people with a severe famine so that the affliction might prevent 
his blood-thirsty enemies from continua.Hy harassing the Muslims. 

It will be remembered that Abu Sufi.an, before departure 
from the battle-field of Ohud, had given the threat to the M\lslims 
that he would meet tl1em at Bn.dr next winter. He had also 
sent a message from the waiy through some idolaters that ho 
would return next year to exterminate the Holy Prophet and 

his followers (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). 
'l'he next winter came round, but it was a year of drought. 
Abu Sufian could not make preparations sufficient to fulfil the 
threat of extermination. He, therefore, wished to defer the 
oxpedition to a more plentiful time. Nuaim, who belonged to a 

neutral tribe, was consequently engaged to go to Medina and 
there terrify the Muslims with highly coloured accounts of the 
preparations at Mecca, with a view t,o deter the Muslims from 
setting ont. Tne Ho]y Quran refers to this, saying, "Certain 
men said unto them, 'Verily the people have gathered them
selves against you, therefore be afrnid of them.' But it increased 

their faith, and they said, 'God snfficot;l1 for us, He is the best 
Patron• ••••• , Verily the devil wonld en.use you to fear 

his friends, but fear Me if ye be believers." (iii, 172, 174). The 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) started from Mecca with 1,500 men, a force more than 
double the number he had commanded at Ohud, and maintained 
a standing camp at Badr, waiting for the arrival of the Qurai

shitc army. Abu Sufian had left Mecca with 2,000 foot and 50 
horse, but fearing to encounter the Muslim force with this 
nnmber, he retraced his steps after one or two days' journey, on 
the pretence that the year being one of scarcity was not favonr
u.ble to an expedition. The Holy Prophet, may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him, came back to Medina after eight 
days' stay at Badr. 

In the following summer, the Holy Prophet, may peace 
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nnd the blessings of God be upon him, had to take a long and 

arduotts journey in a new direction. This was a journey in the 

direction of Dumab-ul-J andal, a place 16 days' journey from 
Medina and 5 days' journey from Damascus. Hero marauding 
bands began to plunder the travellers, thu.B intercepting Medinito 
trade with Syria, and projected a raid on Medina. Receiving 
this intelligence, the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him, set out from Medina in the hotte1t season 
of the year with 1,000 followers. The marauding bands dis
persed at the approach of the Muslims. The Holy Prophet, 

may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, came back 
to Medina after an absence of nearly a month. On bis way back, 
he entered into a treaty with Oyaina, chief of the l!"ezara, con
ceding to him the right to graze ou certain lands in the vicinity 
of Medina, where, notwithstanding the famine, forage was pro

curable. 

A fow months after his return from the long and fatiguing 
journey to Dumat.ul-J anclal in the north, he had to undertake 
another long journey to tho south in the direction of :M:ecca. 
This expedition was against the Bani Mustaliq, a branch of the 
Khozaa in the neighbourhood of Mecca. 1'hey had been hitherto 
friendly to the Muslims, but theil: chief, Al-.Ha.1s by name, turned 
them away from the Muslims. He weut about not only among 
his own tribesmen but also among other tribes and succeeded 
in raising a large force for an attack on Medina. As soon as the 
Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, 

was informed of their projected attack, he at once resolved to 
anticipate their design. He marched out with his followers, 
and after eight days' travelling, encamped at the wells of Moraisi. 
His sudden appearanec st1·uck tenor into the followers of 
Al•Hars and caused his allies to fall a.way. Still the first arrow 
was shot by t,hc Bani Mustaliq, and then ensued a fight in 
which the tribesmen were routed. Having thus dispersed thit.1 
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gn.thoring, which mighb have done immense harm, but for the 
timely appearance of the Muslims, the Holy Prophet, mny peaco 
and the blessings of God be upon him, came back to Medina. 

In this expedition for the fir3t time, some of the disaffected 
citizens with Abdullah biu Ubay at tl1oir head, joined the 
Muslim standard, out of a desire to maintain a friendly appear
ance. This led to a quarrel, at wliich Abdullah bin Ubay 
exclaimed" This ye have brought upon yourselves, by inviting 

these strangers to come amongst us. Wait till we return to 
Medina, then the mightier shall surely expel the meaner." 
His son was a true follower of the Holy Prophet, may peace 
and the blessings of God be npon l1im. He was rebuking his 
father for his having called the Holy Prophet and the rcfuo-ccs 0 

the meaner, when the Holy Prophet, may peace and the bless-
ings of God be upon him, happening to pass by, said 'Leave him 
alone. For, by my life, so long as he romaineth with us, we shall 
mako our companionship pleasant to him: 

While the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 

TnE SIEGE OF MEDINA, God be upon liim, was engaged in 
dispersing the gatherings of maraud-

ing hordes in the north, in tl10 east, and in the south, his enemies 
were making huge preparations to deal a crushing blow to Islam 
and to exterminate the Muslims. It had become the wont of 
the Quraish, says Muir, to arm themselves against 1\1:edina every 

winter, but the preparations which they now made exceeded 
those of any pre'\fious year. {Life of Mahomet, page 29G). Abu 
Sufi.an, on his way home from the battle of Ohud, bad sent a 
threat to the Holy Prophet~ may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him, that be would return to extirpate him and 
his followers next year. That year he failed to fulfil bis threat, 
but the year following was spent in making formidable prepara-

tions for the extermination of the faithful. The Jews, who were 
ooh less anxious than the Quraish to bring about the destruction 
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of the Muslims, made common cause with t,bem and did not 
spare themselves in rendering them aid. A number of influencial 
Jews, viz., Salam bin Haqiq, Huyai bin Akhtab, Kanana bin Ra.bi, 
Hauza. bin Qais, Abu Amar and many other members of the 
Bani Nazir and the Bani Wail went from Khaibar to Mecca, 
and assuring the Quraish of their assistance, called upon them 
to attack Medina with overpowering numbers and once for all 
exterminate the Muslims. }Prom Mecca, they went to the Beduin 
tribes to rouse them against the Holy Prophet, may peace and tbo 
blessings of God be upon him. The result of the united labours 
of the Qurn.ish and the Jews was that many tribei; of the desert 
made a willing response to their call. Among these were several 
tribes of the great Ghatafan family that had already done much 
to harass the Muslims. The Qura.ish were under the comtl¼and 
of Abu Sufian, and tho Boduin tribes under that of Oyaina, chief 
of the Fozara. 1'he whole force consisted of 10,000 men. '11he 
l\iuslims were informod of the approaching storm by a friendly 
message from the Khozaa, but there was hardly any time to 
prepare. Referring to this invasion by the hosts of Arabia, the 
Holy Quran says, 4' 'l'hey came upon you from above and from 
beneath, and the sight became confused ; and hearts reached 
to the throat; and the people imagined of God strange imagina
tions; for there were the faithful tried and made to tremble 
violently '' (xxxiii). The Holy Prophet, whose sole trust was in 
God, offered up an earnest prayer which runs as follows : '' O 
Lord, Revealer of the Book, Thou that art swift fri taking account, 
turn to flight the confederate hosts ! Tur·n tlwni to flight, 0 Lord, 
and niake them to quake.' This prayer he continued to offet' 

for many days. He consulted his companions and was advised 
by Salman, the Persian, to entrench the city-a warlike tactic 
as yet unknown to tho Arabq. Accordingly, he ordered a trench 
to be dug which was to servo as a barrier between the invading 
hosts and the Muslims. The Holy Prophet, personally took 
part in the digging of the ditch, and carried basket-loads of 
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the excavated earth. He also frequently recited the following 
verses, covered as he was, like tbo rest, with earth and dust:-

0 Lord, without Thee, wo had not been guidPd ! 

We should neither have given alms, nor yet have prayed! 

Send down upon us tranquility, a.nd in battle stablish 
our steps! 

For they have risen up agu.inst us and sought to pervert 
us but we refused !-Ye, we refused. 

I have quoted the verses as translated by Muir, to show that 
the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him, regarded himself as the oppressed and the enemy as the 
aggressor. The fourth line clearly show& that it was the enemy 

that had risen against the Muslims and th(l.t their object in 
rising against the Muslims was to turn them away from their 
faith. The words which Muir translates as " h(),ve 1risen up 
a9ainst u.a' are li~.i: J ~ which more correctly mean, ' have 
acted tyrannically against UB, or have opp'i'essed U8•' Lane 
Poole's Arabic-English Lexicon explains the word J,? as 
meaning ' .Acting wrongfully, ·injuriously or ty·rannica.lly, awo, 
to ove·rpower or oppress, 1'he word which Muir translates as 
pervert is explained by the said Lexicon to mean ' causing 01w to 
fall into trial, afflict-ion, distress 01· ha1·dship.' Thus the words of 
the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him, clearly prove that it was the enemy that had acted tyranni
cally towards the Muslims and had oppressed them and that 
they had caused them to fall into trial, affliction, distress and 
hardship, with the object of turning them from their faith. Are 
not these words a conclusive testimony of the fact that the 
Muslims were the oppressed and their enemy the ovpressor, and 
should not the Christid.ns aud oth91• cavillers in the face of such 
clear testimonies blush for their allegations that the .Muslims 
raised the sword to oppress the Arabs and to drive them into 

Islam at the point of sword ? 
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To revert to the story of the siege, the Muslim force num
bering 8,000 men camo out into the open space bctwe~n the 
city and the trench which was completed after six days' continu_ 
oua digging. The Quraish with their Bednin hordes advanced 
on Medina like • a Snrging Sea' but were brought to a. stand 
by the ditch. Um1.ble to come to close quart,ers, they set up 
their tents on the plain beyond the moat. 

The enemy now began to negotiate wit,h the Bani Qurniza, 
now the only Jewish tribe in Madina. Huyai bin Akhtab, one 
of the Jmvs from Khaibar, went to Kaab bin Asad, chief of the 
Bani Quraiza. The chief, fearing to break compact with the 
Musims, who, he said, strictly adhered to their treaties, at first 
refused to give him admittance, but when he was told that the 
enemy lay all about Medina •like a surging sea' ready to engulf 
the Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
and his followers, and that the invading hosts had taken the 
solemn vow not to return until the Muslims were exterminated, 
he gave way and solemnly promised his assistance to the Quraish. 
'\Vhen the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him> heard of their defection, he sent messengers to 
a-;certain the trnth. 'I'hey found the Bani Quraiza in a sullen 
mood. ·~Who is Muhammad,'' they said, "and who is the 
Apostle of God that we should obey him. Thero is no bond or 
compact between us and him.'' The messengers came back with 
the report that the temper of the Jews was even worse than 
they had feared. Great was the alarm at the news of the 
dofection. The Jews had still powerful partisans in the city and 
the defences were weakest on their side. To guard against 
surprise or treachery, the Holy Prophet was compelled to detach 
from his force, which was already barely sufficient to man the 
trench, two parties to patrol the streets night and day in the 
quarter most exposed. So weak and helpless did the Muslims 
appear that many went to the Holy Prophet asking leave to go, 
saying, 'Our houses are without protection.' The disaffected and 
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the hypocrites began to ask, "'Where were now the Prophet's 
hopes, and where his promioes of heavenly assistance?' rrhe Holy 
Quran refers to these remarks, saying, "And when the Dis
nffected said, and they in whose heart is a disease said, 'God 
and His Prophet have promised only a delusion.' And when 
a party amongst them said, 40 men of Yathrab, there is no 
security for yon, wherefore retire','' But though helpless the 
condition of the Muslims apparently was, and though those 4in 
whose hoa.rt was a disease' sa.w certain ruin awaiting the 

Muslims, such w,i,s the faith of the true believers, that, in
stead of losing their heart, they, seeing the confederates, 

said, ' Thi!5 is what GOfl anil H.,is avostle promised us : 
an<l God anrl His a,rm,.;t,lp, luwe spoken the truth,' and the 
sight of tho 11.lliod forces 'only increl\sod their foith aud sub
mission.' 'l'hose faithful Mt.slims acquitted themselves heroi. 
cally under the most trying circumst;ances. 'J'l1ey patrolled the 
streets night and day to gunrd against surprise and troache1·. 
They guarded the tent of the Holy Prophet, may peace and 

the blessings of God be u pou him. They vigilantly protected 
the ditch and manfully 1·ep11lsed every attempt of the invading 
hosts to cross it. Aud so strong was their faith in God that 

though they found themselves hemmed in, ::i.pparcntly with no 
prospect of the siege being raised, and though they wore in con
stant alarm lest the enemy force his way acre ss the ditch or they 

be attacked by tl1e Jaws or the Disaffected from the rear, yet 

their hearts never sank. 

Their vigilance kept the Quraish and their numerous allies 
at bay. A body of horsemen once succeeded in clearing the 
trench and vauntingly appeared before the Muslim line. Amr, 
ono of the bravest men of the Quraish, challenged the Muslims 
to single combat. Ali responded to the challenge. They c1osed 
and for a while were hidden in a clond of dust. But it was not 

long before the cry of Allah-o-Akbar from the lips of Ali an
pounced that he had vanquished his adversary. Hereupon Amr'a 
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companions, struck with terror, re-crossed the trench and escaped. 
Ooe of their number, however, while attempting to cross the 
ditch fell and was despatched by Zubair. The Quraish offered 
price for his body, but the Holy Prophet handed it over 
to them without receiving anything £or it. In the night follow
ing, great preparations were made by the enemy to storm the 
moat, and in the morning, the Muslims found the whole allied 
forces drawn out against them. The following description by 
.Muir of the scene that followed shows how heroically the 
Muslims frustrated the manoeuvres of the allied hosts :-"Now 
they \lould threaten a general assault; now breaking up into 
di visions, they would attack various posts in rapid and distracting 
succession; and at last, watching their opportunity, they would 
mass their troops together on the least protected point, and, 
under conr of galling archery, attempt to force the trench. 
Once and again, a gallant dash was made at the city by such 
leaders of renown as Khalid and Amru, and the tent of Muham
mad himself was at one moment in peril ; but the brave Muslim 
front, and showers of arrows drove the assailants hack. 'l~his 
coutinued throughout the day·; and, as the army of Muhammad 
was hut just sufficient to guard. the line, there could be no relief. 
Even at night Khalid's troop kept up the alarm, and rendered 
outposts at frequent intervals necessary. But the endeavours 
of ~he enemy were all without effect. The trench was never 
crossed in force.'' So hea.vy and incessant was the duty at tha 
ditch that day that the Muslims were nut able to say their 
prayers that day, and the five daily prayers were said together 
when the enemy retired at nightfall. The Muslims were harassed 
and exhausted with ceaseless watch and duty both during day 
a.ud night for many days running, a.nd only the devoted followers 

of the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, could stand such a stress. 

At last, God who h~s control over everything sent His 
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heavenly assistance in the form of a hurricane. So severe was the 

8torm that tents wore torn up, firL"'•1:1 wore extinguished and 

overy equipage was overthrown. There was fearful confusion 

in the enemy's camp. Abu Sufian, the commttnder of the forces, 

was among the first to fly. So great was the confusion that 

Abu Sufi.an leaped upon his camel while it8 logs were yet tied. 

The Quraish took the road to Mecca, while the Beduin hordes 

fled to their desert homes. Referring to this victory, the Holy 
Quran says, " 0 ye that believe ! call to mi:ad the favour of God 

unto you, when hosts came against yon, and we sent upon them 
a tempest and hosts which ye saw not ; and God beholdeth 

that which ye do ;-when they cnme at yon from above you, 

and from beneath, and when the sight wns confused, and the 
hearts reached to the throat) nnd ye i1rn~gincd of God strange 

imaginations. There wore tho 11\1,ii.hfnl tried and made to 
tremble violently.'' Then after & n,t'iJr,Jnce to t110 fear which 
t.hc sight of the hosbs and dt:t~x:t,ion <it J;/w J cw.c.; inspired into 

the hypocrites and the wca.k, ii:, add:-::, '" And God drove back 

the heathen in their rage. They oiJtai11cc.l 110 ad vautage. A.nd 

God snfficed for the Believers in bnt.tle. He is strong and 
mighty.'' rl'he prayer which the Holy Prophet, may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him, had bccu o!Ioring for 

several days was heard nnd God struck t,error into the hearts 

of tho confederate hosts who ifod to t,heir homes in discomfiture 

and confnsion. The Mw,lims lost only 5 11wn. S£~d ibn Muadh, 
chief of tho Bani Aus, wal'I severely wou1Hled in the shoulder 
by an arrow and ho died Hoon aftoi·. His dying wordti were, 
''Peace be on thee, 0 Apostle of God i-Verily I t,estify that 
thou art tho Prophet of the Lord.,, These words he whispered 

in faltering accents when the Holy Prophcb, may peace n.nd 

the blesi.ings of God be upon him, s::i.t with tbo expiring disciple's 

head on his knee, a,nd pr~iycd: ''0 Lord, 1:m·ily Sad has laboiwed 
in Thy service. He hcith belie·ced in 'Phy P,rophet, and hatli 

fulfilled his covenant. lVhf?refore Thou1 0 Lord, receive hitJ 
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spfrit 'With the best 1·cccption whe,rewith Thou receivest a, depart• 
ing soul." 

The preparations which the Qur:.i.ish made every year to 
attack the Muslims leave no doubt as to the facti that their 
object in attacking the faithful was the same with which they 
persecuted them at Mecca, viz., the extirpation of Islam, with 
this difference that at 'Mecca they sought to gain their object 
by subjecting the .Muslims to torments and thus forcing them 
to recant, while at Medina they endeavoured to achieve their 

end by destroying the professors of the faith. The fact is that the 

mcians they adopted to compass their object grew in rigour as 

Islam gained in strength. The last step they had taken at 

l\Iccca to put au end to the faith they hated was an attempt 

on tho life of the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 
God be u pou him -n. st,ep which con cl usi vely proves their 
determination to cxtirpa.l;o Islam. But when oven this step 
fi.tilod ancl the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him, and his followers found an asylum at Medina, the 

only course lef't open to the baffled and ex::i.sperated Quraish was 
to destroy them with sword. 'J.lhr•t in waging war against the 
Muslims their object wu.s no other than to annihilate the 
Muslims is apparent from the fact that they always attacked 
them with overwhelming odds. They had made it a point to 
attu.ck Medina every winter and every time they made formid
able preparations for b,tttle. :First year, when the Muslims 
were yet weak, over) man capable of fighting and every man of 
consequence joined the Meccan army, and Abu Jahl and other 
grandees of Mecca marchcJ out to the field of Badr with an 
army of about 1.000 warriors, while the Holy Prophet, may 
pence and the blessings of God be upon him, could only muBter 
313 men, the majority of whom were raw and inexperienced and 
all poorly eqnippod. Tho enemy was resolved to crush the 
Muslims and was confident of victory, but God, the mightiesb 

of all, fulfilled His promise of assistance and in accordance witb 
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the word of God, most of the leading enemies were either killed 
or imprisoned. The Muslims were so weak that even the dis
affected citizens and Jews of Medina were buoyed up with tho 
hope that the Muslims would be destroyed in the battle, and the 
messenger who carried the news of victory to Medina was 
regarded as the sole survivor of a routed host. Even thQ Holy 

Prophet, may peace aud the blessings of God be upon him, not
withstanding the Divine promise of victory had to offer up an 
eari.est prayer to God to save his companions from destruction. 
When the Quraishitc army marched next against Medina, they 

had mustered a formidable army of 3,000 warriors, all well 
equipped, while the Muslim force numbered only 700. The year 
following was one of famine and the Quraish could not collect an 
army sufficient to crush the .Muslims, so the year passed away 
without a battle. The next year was spent in making preparations 
on an unprecedented scale. All previous attempts to crush the 
faithful having failed, the Quraish now resolved to deal them 
a final and fatal blow. The Jews also helped them and messen
gers were sent in all directions calling upon the Beduin tribes 
to come to their assistance. The result of these labours was 
that in tho fifth winter of the Hejira a confederate army of 
10,000 warriors moved towards Medina and struck terror into 
the hc~rts of the citizens, with the exception of the chosen few. 
The effect the allied hosts produced on the majority of the 
citizens cannot be bottor expressed than in the following words 

of the Holy Quran, "When fear cometh, thou mayest aee tli~m 
looking towa1·ds thee, their eyes rolling, like unto one that is 
overshadowed with death." The condition of the Muslims was 
so hopeless to all outward appearance that such among the 
Muslims a1 had' disease' in their hearts began to say openly, 
'' 1Vhe1'e are now the Prophet's hope3, and where his promises 
of Heaven'a assistance.'' In short, there is no mistaking the 
fact that the Quraish were resolved to crush the .Muslims, and 

it was this resolution which inspired them in their prepa-ratione 
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for war against the Muslims. The man who denies that the 
Quraish were determined to root out Islam by destroying its 
professors with sword denies a palpable fact, for in their for• 
midable preparations we clearly see a determination to crush 
and annihilate the Muslims. 

In connection with these wars, it is a noteworthy fac~ that 
in each and every battle that was foughb 

A NOTEWORTHY between the Muslims and the Quraisb, the 
1''ACT, 

initiative lay with the latter. In the battle 
of Badri the Muslims left Medina when the Meccan army had 
travelled half the distance. When the Muslim force reached 
Badr, a place only 3 days' journey from Medina and 9 days' 
joarnoy from Mecca, the Quraish were already there, which 
shows that the Meccan army had quitted their city many days 
before the Muslims left Medina. From the Holy Quran, which 
Muir and other Christian critics admit to be 'ou1· surest 
guide' in these matters (vide Life of Mahomet by Muir, page 
299 and the Introduction, page xxvi), it clearly appears, as I 
showed in a previous article, that before the Muslims started 
from Medina, they were aware of the presence of the Meccan 
army in the field. Thi::i same was the case in all the battles that 
followed. In the battle of Ohud and the siege of .Medina by the 

allied l10sts and in the second Badr it was the Quraish that 
attacked the Muslims. These facts which no body can deny 
clearly show that it was tl1e Quraish that were the aggressors 
and that the Muslims fought only for self-defence, But the 
pity is that the Christian critic in spite of these palpable facts 
has the arrogance to attribute oppression to the .Muslims and 
represent the Quraish as the oppressed ! You need only look 
at the sites of the battles that were fought between the faithful 
and the infi.rlelQuraish, and yon will at once see which side was 
fighting on the defensive and which was the aggressive party. 
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Thero 1s another fact equally palpable. God and His 

angels were fighting on tho side of the 
lIEAVlrn's AssISTANOE. Muslims. When the Muslims were 

,Yeak and helpless and were being bitterly persecuted by the 

Quraish at Mecca, God sustained them with promises of assis

tance. They were in the jaws of wolves, but God told theru even 
at Mecca that He would destroy these wolves and spread Islam 

far and wide in spite of all the efforts of the enemy to uproot 

it. It was these assurances of help that; kept up the spirits of 
the Muslims even under the most depressing conditions. And 
we clearly see the hand of God assisting His faithful servants 
from the very beginning. God drew the hearts of true and 
upright men towards Islam, and the religion went on spreading 

in Mecca in spite of the hottest persecution from the Quraish. 

This was tho first token of the assistance of God. How groat 

was the danger which the converts had to face is apparent from 
tho excuses of those who hesitated to accept Islam through fear 
of persecution. 'rhey said to the Ho1y Prophet, may peace and 

the blessings of God be upon him, by way of excuse. "If we 
follow the guidance with thee, we shall be sn~1tched away from 
our land" (xxviii, 57). Another token of Divine assistance is 
to be found in the fact that He provided for them an asylum 
in the territory of a Chrii:-tiian king who rejected the request of 
the Quraishite emissaries to deliver to them the Muslim refugees. 
Again, God made the near relati vcs of the Holy Prophet his 
protectors who shielded him from the attacks of his enemies as 
best as they could. God gave another proof of His assistance 
by creating in Medina a strong party who devoted themselves 
to the cause of Islam and offered a refuge to their Meccan 
co-religionists-a circumstance which greatly exasperated the 
Quraish for in it they saw the frustration of their hopes to stamp 
out the frith by keeping it confined to Mecca. Again, when 
the baflled Quraish, driven to desperation, unsheathed their 
Bwords to put an end to the life of the Holy Prophet, may :peace 
and the blcs::1iuga of G-ud be upou him, God miraculously rescued 

him from their flashing swords and brought hi.en safe to Medina, 
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though the enemy set a price on his head and sent swift horsemen 
to scour every route, and though at ono time their trackers stood 
so close over their heads that the Holy Prophet and his illustrious 
companion could see their feet. Again, when the enemy ranged 
overwhelming numbers a.gainst the Muslims and sought to 
destroy them, and when, to every outward appearance, they 
were helpless, God invariably came to their assistance and the 
enemy had to go back disappointed and baffied. God sent even 
the forces of nature and heavenly agencies to their aid. God sent 

rain at Badr to estn.blish the feet of the Muslims on the 
treacherous sand, and He sent wind which blew in the face of 
the enemy and added to their confusion. Again, it was tempest 
and rain which tore up the tents of the confederate hosts at 

Medina, carried confusion into their camp, and forced them to 
fly in a cold, tempestuous, wintry night. Again it was God 
who saved tl1e Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him, when the Meccan army bore down upon him 
at Ohud and when he stood before them a common target to 
their arrows and their blows. These were palpable evidences 

of Divine assistance. We cannot see God, but we can know Him 
by His manifest signs; and t,he history of t,he Holy Prophet, may 
peace and the blessings of God be n pon him, abonnds in such 
manifest and powerful signs. The final triumph of the Holy 
Prophet, who was once so helpless and forlorn, on his powerful 
enemies was brought about only by the assistance of God. 
And this triumph becomes a mighty miracle when we consider 
that it was foretold years before at a time when the enemy was au 
the height of his power, and when the Ho1y Propl1et, may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him, was helpless and a butt 
of sport for his enemies. 'Ihe announcement of these prophe
cies to the persecuting enemy by a helpless, forlorn man only 
added to their fury and they, because of the prophecies, redoubled 
their efforts to put an end to the propaganda; but it is strange 
that in spite of their desperate efforts, they saw clearer and 



300 TllE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. (July 

clearer fulfilment of the prophecies every day, until they were 
completely overthrown by the once forlorn preacher aud the 
triumph of Islam saw its full consummation. But more of it 
hereafter. 

While the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 
'PtrE PROGRESS OF God be upon him, and his followers were 

IsLAM. engaged in rPpelling the nttacks of the 
enemy, Islam was making a steady and silent progress. This 
may be inferred from the numbers that took part in the import• 

ant battles that the Muslims had to fight year after year with 
the Quraish. In the fir13t battle that was fought at Badr about 
ll year after tho emigration, the Muslim force consisted of only 

313 men. In the year following1 the Muslims that went forth from 
Medina to fight the infidel army at Ohud, numbered 700, exclud
ing the three hundred deserters. When next year the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, came 
out to meet Abu Sufian's army at Badr, his followers numbered 
1,500. And when in the year following, the confederate hosts 
of Arabia laid siege to Medina, 3,000 followers of the Holy 

Prt.,phet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, lined 
the ditch to protect their prophet and themselves from the 
assailant..q, These figures do not represent the total number of 
those that had gone over to Islam, but they may serve as an 
index to the real number. Thus, in spite of the din of war 
which was unfavourable to the spread of Islam, the religion of 
Islam continued to make a rapid progress. '[hat all these con
verts voluntarily embraced Islam is admitted even by Muir, 
who, speaking of the events that followed the siege of Medina, 
says that the Holy Prophet 'did not as yet force men to join Islam 
or punish them for not embracing it' (Life of Mahomet, page 311). 

Though by introducing the phrase ' as yet' he insinuates that 
the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him, resorted to' force' afterwards, but ho has not been able to 

cite even a single instance in which anybody was actually forced 
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to accept Islam or punished for not accepting it. So his 'as yet' 
is to be att1·ibnted to the deep-rooted Christian hatred of Islam 
which prevents them from confessing a truth in plain words, 
even when they are forced to confess it. The plain truth is that 
Holy Propbet, may peaee and the blessings of God be upon him, 
never in his life forced any individual or a tribe to embrace 
Islam. Speaking of the conquest of Mecca which took place in 
the 21st year of the Holy Prophet's mission, when the city of 
Mecca., the city of his inveterate enemies, lay helpless at his feet, 
and when he had an excellent opportunity for forcing his bitter 
enemies to embrace Islam, Muir says, ''Although the city had 
cheerfully accepted his authority, all its inhabitants had not yet 
embraced the new religion, nor formally acknowledged bis 
prophetic claim. Perhaps be intended to follow the course he had 
pu"'sued at Medina, and leave their conversion to be gradually 
accomplished without compulsion.'' Here is the testimony of 
Muir himself that neither Medina nor Mecca after its conquest 
was converted with compulsion. The converts to Islam bore 
testimony to the sincerity of their faith by the unparalleled 
devotion with which they stood by the Holy Prophet in hours 
of the direst danger. Of the Meccan converts after the con
quest, Muir says, " There were no 'disaftected' inhabitants at 
Mecca, nor any relapse even in the rebellion that followed the 
Prophet's death. Within two weeks we find two thouAand of the 
citizens fighting faithfully by his side.'' Muir in his 'Life of 
Mahomet' uses the word 'disaffected' for those who are designa
ted as 'hypocrite-a' (Munafikin) in the Holy Quran. Thus 
according to Muir every Meccan that embraced Islam after the 
conquest ,vas a sincere Muslim. 

I have said that Islam continued to make steady progress 
' in spite of the din of war,' for war only impeded tl10 progress 
of the faith. 'fhat Islam would have made a more rapid progresa, 

had there been no war, is apparent from the fact that when 
war was broughb to an end by the ti·uce of Hudaibiya, 
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astonishingly large numbers began to flow into Islam, thus show· 
ing that the war had served as a barrier to the spread of Islam, 
and that when that barrier was removed, there was di rush 
of converts and men began to embrace Islam in amazingly large 

numbers. 

The fruitless siege of Medina had far reaching results. 
This was the last effort the enemy had made to crush out the 
1\1:uslims. Stupendous preparations had been made for this 
attack. All the Pnemies joined in it. There were the Quraish 
with their 4,000 warriors. 'rl1erc wore the Jews inciting 
all Arabia to rise against the Muslims and rid Arabia of the 
new plant of Isbm that was growing on its soil. And there 
were the marnucling hoEts of the desert whose numbers 

t 

ndded to the Qurn.ishite force, raised the total to 10,000. The 
enemies of Islam thus allied together spared no pains to 
extirpate Isbm. They continued the siege for one full month. 
But the forces of heaven were stronger than even the allied 
forces of Arabia, and. the latter had to raise the siege in ut-ter 

confusion and fly to their respective homes before a driving 
gale in a cold, dark, stormy night. The failure of this attempt 
and the mortification with which it was atternlcd raralysed 
t,he proud foe. It was impossible now either for the haughty 
Quraish or for the intriguing Jews to again summon such 
overwhelming num hers for the annihilation of the faithful. fl'he 
Beduin hordes could no longer be prevailed upon to side 
with the Quraish and make a second attempt on Medina after 

they had sustained such a mortifying defeat by joining with 
the Meccani,, They would not any more assist the Quraish in 
their war against the Muslims, as they had done in the memor

able siege of Medina; they now resolved not to interfere any 
longer in the war between the unbelieving Quraish and the 
Believers, but to look on and wait for the issue of the war. 
The unbelieving kinsmen were fighting with their believing 
kinsmen because of the latter having believed in a Prophet 
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who was also a kinsman of theirs. .Let them fight out the war 
between themselves, they said to themselves, let us see which side 
is victorious. If the Prophet is true in his claim, if he is really 
an Apostle of God, raised for the reformation of the world, bis 
God must help him against his enemies and give him a victory 
over them. 

It was not an ordinary war. It had a particularly absorbing 
An interesting interest about it. A Prophet had risen in 

drama. Mecca who invited his people to worship 
one God. His own kinsmen rose againt him and tried all means in 
their power to make his mission a failure. He held on and many 
notable men believed in Him. Such of the citizens as believed 
in him were subjected to tortures by their unbelieving fellow
citizens, and the new party that had rallied round the Prophet 
had to leave their homes and seek the protection of strangers 
in another city. The Arab tribes had also listened to the 
preachings of the Prophet in the pilgrimage season, and 
the fame of this wonderful preacher had spread (ar and wide. 
The steadfastness with which he preached his mission and the 

devotion with which his followers stood by his side puzzled the 
wondering Arabs. When the forlorn prophet annouuced, in the 
midst of hottest persecution, his final triumph and the complete 
overthrow of his haughty enemies unless they relented, the 
pilgrims listened with wonder. When the persecution was 
hottest, when thcProphct was l'cducod to a comlition of outlawry, 
and when every tribe refused to afford him shelter from the 
persecuting Quraish, certain citizens of Medina responded to 

l1is appeal for protection. The Qurai::,h tried to prevent the 
emigration and even drew out their swords to put the Prophet 
to death, but they failed. Then the exasperated Quraish sought 
to destroy the Muslims by waging a war against them. In 
short, a strange drama was being enacted, and the whole of 
Arabia was intensely interested in its issue. The defeats of the 
haughty and powerful Quraish by insignificant numbers added to 
the interest of the play. The death of such renowned leaders ~u, 
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Abu J elil, Otha, Shaiba and others mortified the enemy and 
struck the Arabs with a.~tonishment. The devotion with which 
the companions of the new Prophet fought his battles evoked 

admiration and wonder. When the Quraish saw their inability 
to crush out Islo.m unaided, they sou~ht the aid of such of the 
tribes as they could prevail upon to join them. But even tlre 
confederate hosts could not effect the long coveted destruction 
of the Muslims and had to fly back in indescribable confusion, 
pursued by the powerful forces of heaven. The result was that 
most of these allies of the Quraish were also alienated from them 
and joined the expectant Arabia in watching the progress of 
ev-ents and waiting for their issue. The growing succ.ess of the 
Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, 
reminded them of his utterances at Mecca where, under the 
unfavourable circumstances and in the midst of the hottest 
persecution, he had foretold his ultimate success and the 
destruction of the enemies of his mission. He was a Prophet 
he used to say, like tl1e prophets tiho.t had gone before him, and 
he would succeed as his predecessors had succeeded. So the 
majority of the tribes anxiously awaited the issue, and the 
growing success of the Holy Prophet convinced them more and 

more of his truth. 

The hostility of the Arabs, however, was not totally sub-

dued. Plunder and rapine formed their 
SMALLER ExPEDITIONs. second nature, and though the majority 

of the tribes now retirecl from active hostilities, there were not 
wanting individuals and clans that continued to harass the 
l\!uslims even after the memorable siege. Hence we read of 
several small expeditions which the Roly Prophet, may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him, and his followers had to 
undertake during the period between the Siege and the Truce of 
Hud"ibiya; and it will not be out of place to make a brief 
reference to some of these expeditions, since they show what kind 
of people the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) had to deal with. 
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Only two of these expeditions were led by the Holy Prophet 
himself (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). The 
first was against the Bani Lahyan or Bani Huzail who were 
responsible for the slaughter of his followers at Raji and whom 
it was necessary to chastise to prevent the recurrence or such 
slaughters. The tribe, having notice of his approach, fled to 
the hills. The Holy Prophet halted at the spot where his 
followers had been treacherously murdered, a11d invoked the 

blessings of God on the marty1-s. If the Holy Prophet, may 
poace and the blessings of God be upon him, had not shown readi
ness to punish such effenders, the wild tribes would have been 
emboldened to perpetrate greater atrocities. This expedition 
was sufficient to convince them that their offences in the future 
would not go unpunished and this was enough to deter them 
from the repetition of such offences, 

Not many days after, Oyaina, chief of the Fezara., attacked 
the camels at Al-Ghaba within a few miles of Medina, and drove 
oti the whole herd. The raiders killed the keeper and carried 
off his wife. A cry of alarm from the hill of Bila startled the city, 
and a troop of horse was at once despatched in pursuit, the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon hitn) fol .. 
lowing shortly after with a small force. Some of the plundered ca
mels were recovered and the captive female made good her escape 
on one of the captured camels. The Holy Prophet, may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon Mm, went as for as Dzu Qarad, but 
the robbers were now safe away in the desert and the Holy 
Prophet came back to Medina. The readers will remember that 
this Oyaina was the very chief with whom the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of Gon be upon him} had on his 
way back from Dumat-ul-Jandal entered into a treaty, giving him 
permission to graze on certain pasture lands near Medina. But 
those robber-chiefs kuew no treaty. He had joined the confederate 
hosts with a largo force and 1,000 came!s, and vrat1 now 
committing raids on the herds of the Muslims. 
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It was, again, the Fezara that waylaid and plundered Zaid 
near Wadi-al-Qura, while the latter was on his way to Syria with 
ventures from many of the citizens. When Zaid recovered from 
the injuries inflicted on him by the robbers, he was sent with 
a large force to chastise them. W adi-al- Cora was also the scene 
of another plunder by the Bani J udzam. Dihya, one of the 
followers of the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him, was returning from a successful mission to 
Syria, when near Wadi-ul-Qura he was plundered of everything 

by the Dani Judzam. When the Holy Prophet, m&y peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him, heard of the robbery, he 
despatched Zaid for the chastisement of the robbera. Zaid, 
unkno,Tingly, fell upon a branch of the Bani Judzam with whom 
the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, had just entered into a treaty. "\Vhen this fact was 
made known to him, he immediatey returned the booty and the 
prisoners to the chief of the clan. 

As famine still prevailed in Najd, the Ghatafan tribes had 
advanced beyond their limits. Some of the camels belonging to 
the Muslims had been sent out to graze in that direction. 
Hearing that the tribes were gathering for a raid, the Holy 
J->rophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, sent 
Muhammad Ibn 'Maslama with ten followers to ascertain the 
matter. at Dzal Qa~a he was surrounded by large numbers. 
His followers, after a shor.t resistance, were all killed and ho 
himself was left as dead. Forty horsemen were at once despatched 
to punish the offeniers, but they had already disappeared among 

the neighbouring heights. This massacre of the Muslim party 
in cold blood and the repeated plunders and robberies that have 
been referred to above throw a flood of light on the character of 
tribes by whom the Muslims were surrounded. Will not the 
Christiana even now see the necessity for a resort to arms by the 
Muslims? 
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Though the Holy Prophet, ma.y peace and the blessings of 
The Holy Prophet's God be upon him, inflicted necessary 

clemency. punishment on the offenders, yet his jus-
tice was tampered with mercy and he was generous even to his 

bitter enemies. About the period of which we are speaking, 
Thuma.ma, a. chief or the tribe of Hana.fa, was taken prisoner by 
the Muslims in one of their expeditions against the trouble
some tribes of the desert. He was brought to Medina and was 
so touched by the kindness of the Holy Prophet that he at once 
embraced Islam. \Vhen asked how he wished to be treated, he 
said ''If you kill me, you will kill a man who deserves to be 
killed for his murders of Muslims, but if you have mercy on me, 
you will have mercy on a man who will feel grateful for it." 
Receiving this:reply, the Holy Prophet, may peace and the bless

ings of God be upon him, ordered him to be released. But instead 

of going back an infidel, he went to a brook of water and, having 
washed himself there, came back and embraced Islam. He said 
to the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, ·'By God, there was not a face on the face of the earth 

which I hated more than your face, but to-day your face has 
become the dearest of faces to me. And by God, there was not a 
foi th more hateful to me than your faith, but to-day it is the 
dearest of all faiths to me." From Medina, he went to Mecca 
ou lesser pilgrimage and there being asked whether he had 
turned a renegade, said that he had not become a renegade but 
had embraced the faith of the Apostle of God. From the bitter 
enemy, he turned a zealous supporter of the Holy Prophet, may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him 1 and told the 

Quraish, who were t,he bitter ellemies of L:ilam, that he would not 
allow a grain of wheat to reach them from Yamama, until he \Yas 
bidden by the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) to desist. This stoppage of provisions rebuced them 
to &traits, and they addressed themselves to the Holy Prophet, of 

whose generoaity they were well aware, and besought him to 
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intercede for them. Iu spite of the bitter hostility of the 

Quraish, the Holy Prophet, may peMe and the blessings of God 
be upon him,. did not refuse them the favour they had applied 
for, and through his intercession they began once more t.> 

receive convoys of provisions from Yamama. But the ungrateful 
Quraish continued to be as bitter enemies of Islam even after 
this event as they were before it. 

Another incident, which by some annalists is put in this 
period, may also be given here as an instance of the Holy Prophet's 
generosity. A bul As, to whom the Holy Prophet had married his 
daughter, Zainab, was a prosperous trader of Mecca. He was still 
an idolater. He fought on the side of the infidels at Badr, and 
was among the captives, but was released by the Holy Prophet, 
may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, on the 
condition that he should send Zainab to Medina. After the 
siege of Medina by the confederate hosts, he fell into the hands 
of some of the followers of the Holy Prophet, who brought him 
to Medina. They did not kill any of his companions, nor did 
they injure him out of respect for his relationship with the Holy 
Prophet, nay, according to some narrators they even set him 
free. But he came to Medina and requested the Holy Prophet 
to return to him the property which had been entrusted to l1im 
by the Quraiah of Mecca for purposes of trade. The Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, 
granted his request and their whole property was restored to 

them. This generosity of the Holy Prophet to his blood-thirsty 
enemies touched Abul As. On his arrival at Mecca, he gave over 
to the people their commodities, and when he had done so, he 
BBked '0 Quraisb, does there remain anything with me which I 
have not handed over to you?' They replied, "No, may God 
rew11rd you for this. We have found you honest and true," 
Then he continued, ''By God, nothing prevented me from em
bracing Islam before coming to you except the thought that yoq 
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might sus1)cct that Iliad 01nb1·accd fabm to appropriate yonr 
property. Now I bear witness that there is no God but Allah 
and that .Muhammn.rl. is His Apostle." Snch were the conquests 

which the high morals of the Holy Prophet, may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him, made among his enemies. 

Consider also his instructions to Abdur Bahman, whom he 
sent on a second expedition to Dunmh with a view to check the 
Christian Bcduins of the place from their depredations. He 
was first to gain over, if possible, the people of Dumah, and 
fight only in. the last rcsort:-'but, in no case,' said the Holy 
Propl1et, muy peace and thu blessings of God be upon him, 
'shalt thou use deceit or perfidy' nor kill any child.' 

That he was drawn into war against his will and that his 
heart" s desire was to be friendly to all 

PEACEFUL POLICY Oll' • • 
TUE lloLY PROPHET. becomes quite clear when we consider 

tbat he constantly endeavoured to ent;er 
into friendly treaties with the Arab tribes. His first public act 
after his arrival at,_ ~edina was that !10 made a compact with 
the unconverted c1t1zens and the Jews that were established 
in the vicinity of the city. Every man was, according to 
the treaty. at liberty to fu!low his religion and all were to 
live together in peace and were to be good neighbours to 
each other. 'l1hen he <:ntcrud into treaties with the tribes 
that lived on the Syrian trado-rout.e t.o the west of Medina. 
Again, when he was returning from his expedition to Dumai
al-Jandal, he made :1 friendly treaty with Oyaina, a chief of 
the Fezara. Be also entered into treaties with other tribes 
that lived to the north of Medina. \Vhen Dihya was robbed 
on his way back from Syria, we learn that a neighbouring tribe 
with whom the ~oly Prophet (mu.y peac_e and the blessings 
of God be upon him) had made rt treaty of peace, came to his 
assistance, attacked the robbers and restored to him the spoil. 
The clan, which was fallen upon by Zaid by mi8take, was also 
under treaty with the Holy Prophet, hence the restoration to 
them of their property and their prisoner.-., to which I have 
already referred. The marauding tribes of the great Arabian 
desert were too hoi;;tile to come to terms with the Muslims, still 
we find the Holy Prophet (may pe:1,ce and the blessings of God 
be upon him) making terms with such of them as could he 
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prevailed upon to do so. The two men, for instance, whom the 
survivor of the Bir Mauna massacre killed on his way to Medina 
were under treaty with tho Holy Prophet, hence the payment 
of their blood money by him. 

So great was his desire for peace that he even tried to con
ciliate hostile tribes by contracting marriage relations with them. 
Thus the Bani Mustaliq, who had gathered in large numbers to 
attack Medina and whose army he had defeated at Muraisi, were 
won over by the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) by his marriage with Juwairiya, the daughter 
of their chief. His followers, taking the hint, returned tho 
captives of the Bani Mustaliq, who, they said, were now their 
relatives, and thus a tribe that was once hostile became friendly 
to Islam. \Vith a similar end in view, he directed his captain, 
Abdur Rahman, whom he had sent on an expedition against the 
Christian Beduins of Dumat-al Jandal, to marry the daughter of 
.A.sbagh, a Christian Chief of the Bani Kalb. The year that follow
ed the siege of Medina, is notable for the friendly treaties which 
he made with many of the Beduin tribes lying between Medina 
and Mecca. These facts go far to prove that the Roly Prophet, 

may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, heartily desired 
peace, and that if he fought with his enemies, he did so 
against his will and under compulsion. .Every sensible man can 
easily see that it was peace and not war that was favourable 
to the spread of Islam. In a time of peace, he could easily 
preach his religion and have converts, but he could not do ao 
in time of war. Sword might compel some other people to 
embrace Islam, but the hauf{hty Arabs were the last people to 
be made to submit to Islam by the dint of sword. Sword, if drawn 
to force Arabs to accept a religion, would have served only as a 
check to the spren.d of the faith rather than an ind ucoment. The 
man who thinks that the Arabs were forced to embrace Islam 
against their will only betrays his utter ignorance of their 
character. Islam was a reasonale religion, and the best way of 
its dissemination was to appeal to the intellects of the people 
and to disclose before their dis~erning eyes its beauties and 
excellences. The Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him, knew the power of his religion, and he was 
confident that if Islam was allo,ved to have its way, its conquests 
wonld be greater than any that could be achieved by sword 
bence his earnest desire for peace. 

'I'o be continued. 
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The Promised Messiah 
AND 

The Persian Revolution. 
l.o-_.iSllaj tiij J t:U Is' ._;, J » J _, c:., ) 6 _, 1 \!J J 1., j5 l.:J!. S.J 1 )~ r'-' 1 

'Do not those that misbelieve sec that the heavens and the earth 

wc1·e both locked and vVe have opcrwd them both'? 

The above are the words of the 31st verse of the 21st chap
ter of the Holy Quran, and exactly identical words were revealed 
in our day to the Promised Messiah. The repetition of the self
same verse was an indication of the fact that what was revealed 
to the Holy Pr:>phet, may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him, 1,300 years hence, was to see its fulfilment in this age. 
The verse says that both the heavens and the earth were locked 
and that they have now been opened. It is a fact which is 
apparent to all, for the verse begins with the words 'Do not 
those that misbelieve sec.' Thus the fact referred to in the 
verse is one which every one can sec, 'f he earth was locked and 

it has been opened! How? Look at the things earthy. Look 
at the progress which the world has made in things material. 
Obse1·ve tho inventions and discoveries of modern times. Our 
present earth is not what it was in the time of our forefathers. 
It has undergone a wonderful change. Let one of our forefathers 
return to this earth, and he will be thunderstruck at the change 
which the world has undergone since his day. But the decora
tions which now adorn our e:nth have not been brought from 
without. A.ll this lay loclced up in this very earth. 1'he powers 
that are now transforming the earth did exist even in the days 
of our ancestors. The resources which o.re now being developed 
and turned into use were not non-existent in earlier ages ; they 
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only lay undeveloped and unused. 'l'ho laws of science which 
are now being applied to so much ad vauLagc had their existence 
even in the past. In short, the trcasul'cs that the earth bas now 
brought forth all had their existence even before our times, but 
they lay embedded in the eal'th and it is in these days that 
they are being unearthed. It is to these treasures that the 
verse quoted above refe1·s. vV v all see tlia.t the earth that was 

locked before has bean opened 110w, and thel'c arc coming to 
light wonders which were never even dreamt of by our prede

cessors. This opening up of the earth wna foretold in the Holy 
Quran, rmd the verse wa1, ro-rovcalod to the Promised McsBcnger 
of the latter days to drnw attention t,o the fact that what was 

foretold in the Holy Hook had come to p:18s in tho present age. 
Bat why is the attention of those that 1nisbelieve particularly 
drawn to this fact '? vVhat has fr~ilh a.od be.lief to do with this 
unlocking of the earth? Those tl-mt 1n,i:sbelicve are particularly 
called upon to atuc.md to this fact bec,uJ.se it cont,;:i.ius an argument 
of a spiritual truLh. The Holy Qurn,n draws a.rguments from 
material facts to prove spiritual trnths; it lea.ds from the visible 
to the invisible. Thero bein6 a i,amlloLism between the physical 
system and the spiritual i-:iystom, Lile Holy Qurn,n repeatedly 

draws our attention to things physical a.nd requires us to draw 
therefrom inferences with regard to things spiritual. God has 
created both body and soul, ancl just as He has ma.de provisions 

for the needs of t}w body. He has made provisions :for the 
needs of the soul. Hence t1iu 1-,im il..nity between things physical 
and things spiritunl. But w!:ilo thiugs physical are visible, 
things spiritual a.re iuvisib!c. Et::nco Uw mdhncl adopted in tho 
Holy Quran to prove things spli·iwal by drawing attention to 
the things physical. The ::;a.rnu cour;:;o is followed in the verse 
quoted above. The verse Wtl.S revealed to the Promised Messiah 
ns an argument of his truth. \Ve see tlfa.t in our- day the world 
h~s made an ::i.stonishinu p1•or,rcss in uw,torial thiw-rs• the earth 0 b t:., , , 

which, to quote the words of the revelation, was locked before 
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has been opened. Was it not nece:..;m1ry, then, that there should 
have been a corresponding opening of Lhe heavens also ? If the 

earth had thrown forth its loads of wealth, was it not necessaay 
that the heavens should have likewise sent down their treasures? 
If the world had made a wonderful progress in things earthly, 
is it not reasonable that it should ha.vc been also provided with 
means to make a corresponding progress spiritually ? But what 

was the religious condition of the world at the ad vent of the 

Promised Messiah? I would say, it was most deplorable. vVhen 

the world was making a rapid progress physically, religion was 
thrown in the background. Indeed, every religion had its prea
chers; but they referred us on1y to past stories. We were told 
that prophets had come in the past to breathe spiritual life into 

meu, and that God had given proof of His existence by speaking 
to the sages of by-gone days and by showing powerful signs in 

by-gone times. But the question of questionswas:-If God raised 

prophets in the past to breathe life into those that were spiri
tually dead, why did He not send any now when the need was 
even greater ? If God sent down His voice in former times, 
why was it that that voice had ceased to be heard? If God 
Rhowed signs through his prophets in ages gone by, why was it 
that prophets had ceased to appear to show to the world mighty 
and convincing signs? 

Mere stories could not satisfy the modern inq uircr. They 
could. not quench the spiritual thirst of mankind. The mere 

u.:;scrtion that God spoke in r,.ho past could hardly bring any 
satisfaction, unless the voice of God was actually heard iu this age. 

If Rigns wero shown to tho past genorations, they WHro of no use 
to us, nnless our own eyes witnessed them. If prophets were 
raised to breath life into the dead, there was no raason that this 

boon should have been refused to the succeeding generations. The 
preachers of all religions, the .Mui::;lims of to-day not excluded, 

had declared with one voice that God spoke only in the past and 

th~t the doors of prophecy were closed for ever. This unanimous 



314 THE RITIEW Oll' JtlLHIIOl(S. July 

declaration by tho followers oi all croeds had unfortunately created 
a tendency among thinking men to discredit the past stories, and 
there arose a large class of otherwise enlightened men who even 
began to doubt the existence of the Supreme Being. Unfor
tunately, most of the scriptures, which were represented as the 

repositories of tho utterances of the former prophets and of the 
signs which they had showed, were found to be utterly un
trustworthy, the Holy Quran oniy excepted. Of all the Sacred 
Scriptures, the Holy Quran was the ouly book whose authenticity 
was beyond question, but the :Muslims had begun to entertain 
doctrines which were not in consonance with ita teachings. 
It, for instance, taught that the door of revelation was ever 01)en 
and that the boons which were granted to the former generations 
had not been into1·cepted, but that they would continue to be 

granted to the succeeding generations to the end of time. But 
the majority of Al uslims erroneously held that the door of reve
lation was closed for ever and that no man in future could aspire 
after the heavenly gifts which were vouchsafed to the elect of 
God in former days. 

The result was that among the followers of most of the 
religions there arose men who began to mistrust the contents of 
their own scriptures. Such was particularly the fate of Chris
tianity. There appeared an overwhelming majority among tho 
Christians who treated the miracles of Jesus as no better than 
fiction and rejected them as worthless. What faith could, 
then, such signs breathe into men ? Miracles which themselves 
lacked the suppo1·t of proof could not serve as a support to the 
faith of others. But even if these mirocles were supposed to be 
true, they could not inspire us with faith. We could at best 
ireat them as true stories, bat still they were only as stories to 
us. They could not oreate in us that faith which they created 
in those ibat were eye-witnesses to them. That our faith should 
have been strengthened, it was necessary that we should have 
witnene'd heavenly signs with our own eyes, as those before us 
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witnessed them with their eyes. We had even greater need of 
witnessing heavenly signs and of listening to the Voice of God. 
We aro more engrossed in wordly affairs than our ancestors were. 
\Vorldly things have dazzled our eyes with their splendour 
and have forced our attention li,way from things spiritual. Hence 
we stood in much greater need of spiritual guidance than our 
ancestors did. 

The earth had been opened, to quote to the language of tho 
Holy Quran, and it was necessary that the heavens should have 
been likewise opened. If the opening of the earth had 
not been accompanic1l by t,hc opening of the heavens, tho prosenb 

generation would have had every right to doubt that Gad had 
made any provision for the needs of the soul. It would have 
been indeed surprising that God should have disclosed all 
that lay locked up in the earth and should have caused 
mankind to make unprecedented progress in worldly things, 
but should have done nothing to strengthen their faith by 
showing them heavenly signs, as He strengthened the faith 
of their predecessors by raising among them prophets that 
breathed spiritual life into them and established their faith in 
G-od by showing them heavenly signs. It was inconsistent with 
the holiness of God that He should have given His spiritual 
gifts to the former people, but should have totally deprived 
the latter generations of those gifts, that former generations 
should have been favoured with prophets who strengthened 
thP;ir faith hy making them witness heavenly signs and 
breathed spiritual life into them, but the later people should 
have had none of these things and should have had only to 
depend on mere stories of the past. Could mere stories streng• 
then their faith and breathe unto them spiritual life ? When 
God had done so much for the physical welfare of the people, 
He could not neglect their souls, which are far more precious than 
their bodies. So God revealed His Word to the Promised 
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Messiah, saying "fhc heavens and the earth were both locked, 
and W o ha.Tc opened them both.' In these words, God pointed 
out the necessity of raising a messenger in these days of 
material advo.nccmcnt. rrho earth has been openeJ, and it was 

necc~sary that the heavens should have been likewise opened. So 

God threw open the gates of heaven by raising Ahmad, the 
Messenger of the latter days, whose appearance was promised by 
the prophets of n.ll Iantls, iu as mucl1 as he was to be the Mes• 
senger for all lands in these latter days. Ahmad was the Mahdi 
promised by the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him}; he was the :Messiah promised by J csus and 
other Jewish prophets; he wa!:l the righteous man whose appear
ance in the cast was predicted by Isiah*, he was the kalki avatar 
promised by Krishna.; he was the MallJya promfocd by Buddha; 

in short he was tho messenger whose advent was foretold by 
all tho great prophets of the world. 

As was pointed out in a previous article, God raised 
different prophets among different people, because the nations 
of the earth were at first cut off from each other, there being 
very little communication between one people and another. But 
when the ways of communication began to be opened up and 
the time drew nigh when all the nations of the earth were to 
be united into one people, God raised the Holy Prophet (may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him) as a Prophet for 
all times and all n::i.tions and gave him the Holy Quran in 
which Divine law saw its consummation. But this did not mean 
that the door of revelation was clos"d for ever and that no 

prophet was to be raised in the future to show heavenly signs 
:md to breathe spiritun.1 life into men. On the othor hand, God 
requires us in the very opening Sura of the Holy Quran to 
pray for all those blessings which were showered upon former 
people and promises all those boons which were granted to 
the former prophets. He promises tho appearance of successors to 
the the Holy Prophet, like unto the prophets that came after 

*Isiah U: 2. 
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Moses. In short1 divi".le blessings lmvc not been intercepted by 
the advent o.l: the Ho'.y P:.-.1ph::::;1 ma.y peace and the blessings of 
God be npon htm. OJ 1i~iiJ c,r.>>::rr h~t:1d~ t,heir door is as open as 
ever, with this d:.ffe:·,:::1ne, tb1'.i r.s the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings c.f G,h\ b0 np1Jn him) ].;:i tht.: Pa·0phet for all people, 
and the Holy Quran is th.j Liw fo-:.· n}~ ~\;;as, th·irefore every new 
prophet mus~ be a folLnvc:1' of ;:.he Holy Quran and a successor 
to the Ho!y Pt·ophet (m11y p,:x:.ci) at:d ~~e b!cssings of God be 

upon him). l:1 oth:.1r w,"l:\~s:l ::~!:i fotu:::c prophet can bring any 
new law, for divine law w:.1s c,:m-:,;um:.1.mted in the Holy Quran. He 
is to act upon a.ud pr(,mulgn.to tho sa,mc lnw that is embodied in 
the IIoly Quran1 but; God will spei'ck: to him as He spoke to the 
formor prophets, a,nd. wi.U. show ho::w0niy si:;ns through them to 
strengthen tho fo.ich oZ (;ha people as He showed heavenly signs 

through former prophets. 'l'i:r:s is what the title, 'the Seal of 
Prophets,' given to t:rn Holy Prop!J.:)t; in the Holy Quran, means. 
No new prophet ca:.1 now a,ppe,~r but he must, bear the seal of the 
Holy Propb.et (m3y p,,ace trnd t,!10 b!e::;~:ngs of God be upon 
him). Every fotare p1Y•phet n:mst bE\ a follower of his, and mu:st 

d d . ' 1 • i • l ... ~ h . pro ucc ere eut:w.is oea.rrng ms sea1. .. ... o p!·op et can now arise 
from outside the fo:Jowcrs of the Holy Prophet, i.e., the boon 
of prophecy cannot now· be given to u.uy but a true Muslim. All 
other doors are now closed, and no body can receive the 
gifo of divine revebt,iou and of showing heavenly signs 
but through the <!.oor of Isfam. .F.:cts have proved this; all 
other springs 3.N now d;:ied up. rl'here is not one among the 
Christians, the Hindus, t;ho Bttduhi::;kJ, the Zoroastrians, or the 
Jews who can claim to be a recipient of divine revelation or who 
can show heavenly signs. There is not 0110 such individual now 
among the followars of ot.her re:igious, .nor there has been ono 
since the days of the Holy Prnphe~~ But in Islam there have 
always becu holy men who were favoured with divine gifts. 
Hence the promi:-,ctl messenger of the !atter d11,ys was raised from 
the Muslims. And as through him tho gates of heaven were to 

be opened in accordance with the Quranic prophecy quoted abo,101 
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God showered upon him extraordinary heavenly gifts. God 
spoke to him as Ho spoke to the prophets of old, and gave him 
mighty and powerful signs. God was hidden from the eyes of 
\he world, and when He willed to reveal Himself to the world in 
His full glory I He raised a prophet, whose ad veun in the latter 
days He had promised through many a prophet. There were 
millions of men on the face of the earth who had denied the 
existence of God, and even those that professed to believe in God 
were ignorant of the truo God. So Goi raised Ahmad, and through 
him showed powerful signs, so that Ho might create certainty 
in the hearts of men as to His own existence, and prove to the 
world that the door of revelation and other divine blessings was 
oven now as open as ever. Many spiritual truths that were 
bidden from the eyes of the people were ma.de known through 
Ahmad, and treasures of divine knowledge that had hitherto 
lain undiscovered were brought to light through him. He 
pointed to the spiritual wayfarer paths by treading on which he 
could attain to union with Goi.l nud b<) f:wonrecl with numberless 
divine blessings. In short, through him God opened the gates 
of heaven, as He had opened the ea,rth. 'J.1110 signs which God 
showed through him arc too numerous to be referred to here. 
But to show how God spoke to him a.nd revealed to him deep 
secrets of the future, I ,vill draw the tvttention of the reader to a 
revelation of his which he published on 15th January, 1906. On 
the day named, God spoke to him, saying t.:J l .1l J J .> J jJ y 
,tu 1J ;-f upfurre has taken place a qu,akia9 in the palace of the 
Shah.' This revelation may bo found published in the Review of 
Religions, Urdu Edition, for January, H)06, and the two local 
weekly papers, the Bad'f and lllhu..fca'lrt,. This revelation 
predicted a great revolution in the dominions of the Shah, which 
was to shake his authority. But at the time wh~u the revelation 
was published, there was no sign of any disturbance in his 
kingdom. No man could then foresee the revolution which is 
now diaburbing the peace of the land. But Ahmad published ~ 
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revelation which foretold that a great revolution was to break 
ont in Persia which was to shake the authority of the ruling 
sovereign. How clearly i:i this prophecy fulfilled? It was 
published by Ahmad at a time when perfoct peace reigned in 
the land and there was not the le::i.st sign of the earthquake that 

has shaken the Shah's palace froin its fonndations. Ahmad 

received this h~av<:mly t.::legra.m from on high and pnblished it 
in the local periodic:,Is long b•Jforo the world rcce1vod the news 
through Renter's a.geucy, It is a. wonderful sign and a clear 
proof of the existence of a Being who knows event,:,; before they 
occur and who speaks to His mcssengBrs n.nd informs them of 
many things before they come into existence. As Ahmad 
was raised for :1.H nations, God reveated to him many 
events which were of a wol'itl~wide inter~'st, so that all peolpe 
might have their attl"'ntion drnwn to the prophecies, and their 
fulfilment might be a sign for them. aU. k.; he was a prophet 
for nll lands, distant Jands have seen, nncl wiH continue to see, 
wonJerful fulfilment of his powerful prop!iecies, so that aH lands 
may bear witness to his truth. His predictions n.re not limited 
to the land of his birth, tho Punjab, but cover both t11e Hemis
pheres, for he was sent as a prophet to tho whole world. Many 
prophecies of his wore fulfilled in his lifetime, many have been 

fulfilled after him. and many more still await fulfilment, Though 
he has passed away, yet he has loft ma.ny mighty prophecies, 
and the world will contiuue t.o witness their fulfilment as it 
witnessed the fulfilment of his prophlluiei:: in his lifetime ; there
fore he is st,ill alive, for he is doing his work even after he has 
disappeared from among us, and is still drawing us nearer and 
nearer to God through His wondet·ful prophecies whose fulfil
ment is being witne:313ed even now. He came and brought with 
him an abundance of spfritun.l perfume which refreshed our 
spiritual senses; ani.l though we see him no longer, the balmy 
fragrance is still there to perfume our seuses. 

Many a bright gem of prophecy lies embedded in his reve-
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lations, which will reveal its lustre when the course of events 
brings it to light. A revelation of his which he published 
on 14th March, 1906, gave the following glad tidings

!!. tj f ~, _, ~~j llt5' J ( Is' '-:.J~.c J J ~J l~.c 4t l!I~ .J../ _,( \:J #, J 
i.e., "Say to thy companions that time has come to show very 
wonderful works.'' A later revelation of 31st March, 1906, 

said, ~ I:) :; lJ J) _, J ~ t~J 41 t..., l~ I.J' l.~t l!lt'° 'I will show fifty 
or sixty more signs.' One 0£ his earliest revelations said-

) -.). ~ 1!1-'tJ l~ ,.j J -'~ ,--'- J uj ltj J J'~ 4, J Jl J.j J,~ 1 \:/~"° t:P J 

... ) l$-W ~ J t:::.. i.:) _,L, .... J-' J J-') i...s ;! J-' ) b°'~ f J _,~:; .c. J 

l!l ..> j ~ llo i.,e, •1A Warner has come to the world, but the 
world has not accepted him, God, however, shall accept him 
and Bhall make his truth clear by mighty attacks." The mighty 

attacks referred to here a1·e the nnmerous powerful signs which 
God showed to bear testimony to the truth of his mission. The 
appearance of plague and the occurrence of earthquakes of un
precedented seveririy, such as tba.t of Messina, in fulfilment of 
prophecies published boforeband are instances of the mighty 
attacks referred to in the above reve1atfon. 

I conclude this article by quoting a few of his prophecies 
which yet await ful.6.iment, and which arc of general interest-

( a) i.:) l!:J-~.s' \:J ,~ c; \:/~t 1...$:i.i~ ~ t!'i,t,t-i,e., 1 bhips sail to and 
f'ro so that tlu:1YJ 1nay be Jighf.s.' 

(b) 1 ... / r-' .....f.i I l!I~"' \:) i!L-o u1 l-:~.c t..5' ;=., .,) ;_., 1 ~ J )i 
, ... / :l" ~S\""' i....slb ~~ ,~ \.,/tl!lli ~ y:. lb "There shall prevail 
in Europe and other Ch1·istian eo'tcmtries a kind of plague which 
will be ivery severe." This revelation was published on 31st 
March, 1907. 

( c) ._,,fj.~. J/4 '-->'° J J L J J )~ u""' ½~. I..:-"! } l!I~'° J! l1 l,ll,OW ~ J 
. I ,... 00 " i..o., 11 n the state of Kabul there shall die about 80,0 men. 
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