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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 

VoL. VIII.) SEPTEMBER, HJ09. (No. 9. 

r~::.. ;J J 4.:1":::.. } ' ill l r-? 
r!. ).(j 1 &J )""' J \.51J: ul..aj _, a J4-S\j 

The Spread of Islam, Viii. 
The Conquest of Mecca. 

Though the Quraish hart concluded peace with the Muslims, 

C 
vet there were not lv.0king tribes which 

HASTISEMENT OF •' • ~. cont1'.111ed to h~l::-o~qs the Muslims as before. 
OFFENDING TRIBZ:5, Iu order to chastise these, the Holy Prophet, 

may peace and the ble:,si.nga of God be upon him, had to send 
f.everal sm: .• 11 exped:tions after his return from Hudaibiya. 
These exped.iL:ons as:e, howt!ver, too unimportant to need a 
detailed account. 'l'wo of thc.:,:c were led by Abu Bakr and 
Omar respccl;ively. When Oma.r was returning after dis· 

persing a desert t,ribe againi-t which he wag sent with thirty 
followers, he was asked by his guide to attack a party of the 
]{.hatharn, who were wandering about in search of fodder, their 

territory being visited by famine. Omar, however, refused to 

do so, saying• He was not bidden by the Holy Prophet to attack 
them.' This shows that the Muslim parties did not go about 
in the land, plundering and killing any t,hat came in their way, 
but that they attacked only those who ofiendcd them and them 

also only when they were bidden by the Holy rrophet to do so. 

In another expe<lition, Osa,ma, son of Za.id, pursued an antagonist 
' named Nahik bin Mirdas, and when he overtook him and was 

about to strike him with his sword, Nahik cried out, ' ~1.1here ia 
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no god but Allah.' This, however, did not save him, for 
Osama killed him in spite of his profession. When the Holy 

Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
heard of this deed of Osama, he chided him, saying, " Did you 
ki11 him after he had said, 'There is no god buii A!lah?" Osama 
tried to justify his conduct by saying, ' 4 He said so only to save 

his life," but the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) replied '~ What! did you open his breast 
to see whether he had told the truth or not?'' This incident 
shows that the object of the Muslim wars ,v!l.s anytl1ing but to 
force :i. confession of Islam from the Ambs. If the Muslims 
had drawn their sword to compel men to accept hlam, Osama 
would have never killed the man who shouted, ~ There is no 
god but Allah.' He killed him because he believed his 1n·o
fession to be insincere. 1l1 his conclusively proves that an 
insincere profession was regarded by the Muslims as no betLor 
than mi!:ibclicf and that they had re1.:eivcd no instructions from 

the Uoly Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) to force men to embrace Islam. A fait,h that was tho 
outcome of fear was treated by them as worse than unbelief, 
and, therefore, they could not be said to be waging war in order 
to terrorise men into a profession of Islam. This incident 

occurred in the seventh year of the IlPjira, ic., only three 
years before the dc.\th of the IIoly Prophet (may peace and the 
ble::;sings of God bo upon him) and it cannot be denied that 

hitherto at least the 1\Iuslims hated a faith which they regarded 
to be the outcome of fear and that nothing short of a voluntary 

and sincere faith in Islri-m could. satisfy them. The reason why 
the Holy Prophet (m:.i.y peace and tlw blessings of God be upon 

him) chided Osama was that the latL:,r had no certain kn:nvlcdgc 

of the insincerity of the rna,n who profc::;scd hi8 faith in Islam. 

There were many who were convinced of the truth of I::;lam 

but had not openly professed it, and the man whom Osama had 
killed might be one of the number. r11hough he declared his faith 
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in Islam at a time when he wn.s about to be killed, yet he might 
be previously a secret believer in Islam. Similarly, in another 

expedition a follower of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) named Mn.hlam bin J uthama 
killed an Arab named Aamir bin Al-Azbat, after the latter had 
greeted him with a salutation of peace as one Muslim would 

greet another Muslim. This greatly displeased the Holy Pro
phet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) wh.> 
gave to the tribe of Aarnir 100 camels as compensation and 
severely scolded Mahlam for his indiscretion. The following 
verse of the Holy Quran is said to :rofor to this incident, '0 ye 
who believe ! when ye arc goiug about in the way of God, be 
disccrning1 and do not say to him who offers you a salutation, 
4

' Thou art no believer." (iv, DG). 

A curious incident is said to have occurred during one of 
the expeditions of this period. The Holy Prophet {may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him) once despatched a party 
under the leadership of a citizen of Medina and enjoined the 
members of the party to obey their leader. The leader, in a fit 
of anger, ordered his followers to pile up wood, and set it on 
fire. They obeyed him and when the whole heap was ablaze, 
he said to his companions, "Did not the Holy Prophe~ bid you 
to obey me ?'' Receiving a reply in the affirmative, he said, 
"'l.'hcn I bid you to cast yourselves into the burning flames." 
His followers, however, refused to do so, saying, ''Indeed, the 
Holy Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
bade us to obey yon, but it was from fire that we flew to the 
Holy Prophet; so we will not go into this fire." When the Holy 
Prophet .(may peace and the blca.;;ings of God be upom him) 

heard of this, he said u _, J'-.o.J 1 i. .. i g_,c l.bJ J i.e., ' I require 
you to obey me on1y in what is right and lawful.' I have quoted 
this story to show that it was not from fear of the sword, as the 
Christians assert, but from that of hell-fire, that the people 
of Arabia embraced Islam. In other words, it was not to save 
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their bodies, but to save their souls, that they flew to the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings or God be upon him). 
The reply which the members of the small party gave to their 
leader is well worth the consideration of the reader, for it reveals 
the motive from which the followers of the Holy Prophet 
embraced hi'i religion. But it is these very men whom the 
Christian missionary represents as going about, in the land 
plundering and killing any that came in their way. They had 
listened to the preachings of the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) and accepted him with no 
other motive save to save their souls, and they could not continue 
their adherence to him if he bade them do deeds which were 
on the face of them inhuman and barbarous. They had come 
to him to be the servants of the merciful whom the Holy Quran 
describes as follows :-" And the servants of the Merciful are 
those who walk upon the earth lowly, and when the ignorant 
address them, say, 'Peace!' Aud those who pass the night ador
ing their Lord and standing (for prayer); and those who say, 
'0 our Lord! turn from us the torment of hell ; verily, 
its torments are persistent, verily, they are evil as an abode 
and a, station.' And those who, when they spend, are neither 
extrav11.gant nor miserly, but who ever take their stand between 
the two ; and who call not upon another god with God; 
and kill not the soul wh-ieh God has prohib,i,ted aave de
ttervedly, and do not commit; fornication: for he who does 
that shall meet with a penalty; doubled for him shall be the 
torment on the resurrection day, and he shall be therein for 
e.ye despised. Save he who turns again aud believes and does 
a righteous work; for, as to these, God will change their evil 
deetls to good, for God is ever forgiviug, merciful ••••••• 
And those who do not testify falsely; and when they pass by 
frivolous discourse, pass by it honourably; ab.d those who, when 
they are reminded of the signs of their Lord, do 11ot fall thereat 
deaf and blind; and those who say, •Our Lord, grant us from 
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our wives and seed that which may cheer our eyes, and make 
us models to the pious.'" (xxv, 64-74.) Such is the Holy Quran's 
d0scription of what the servants of the mereiful are, and it was the 

endeavour of the companions of Lhc Holy Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of God be 11 pon him) day and night to come 

up to the standard s0t forth in the foregoing verses. They 

could not, thc·rc!oro, do anyl,liing which was contrary to the 
teachings conLaincd in thu above vcrE!cS, nor coulcl t,ho Holy 

Prop lint (may pt),\CO aud the bles<;ings of Gud be 11 pon him) bid 
t,hun1 <lt> t!iioh:-; whiL:h were not iu C(Jnson,rnec wiLh these teach
rngA. Arno:1g oL1icr inj1.11,e;t.i<",ns embodied in the ab<,ve verses 

oue is that L1w set'vnuts of God arc t,hosc that 'kill not the 

soul which God has prohibited !i:we d1·:-(•rvrd!y., This verse 
forbids the killing of ::i. man saYe of 0110 ,vl10 dNwrres to be 
killed. As to who thoRe r.re t.l,at destjn•c lo b() killed, another 

verse makes it ~leal'. 'J1he Holy Qur:in sr.ys el-:cwhere, "whoso 

kills a Roni, m17cs.<s ,;f; br Joi· anot?;e1· .,;uul 01· fol' 'V:ol<'nce (or 
1·er01t) ,in the lr111d, it is as Lhongh lie ha,1 killed men altegPther" 
(v, 35). Accordin~~ to t.his vc: Sc\ ou1y tlio:;o guilty of murder 
or viol~ncc (or revolt) in the land desuve to be kil!ed. fa i1l 
not then ridiculous to snppos3 th::i,t t!1e Huly Pm1)hc~t bade his 

followers to ro,1111 r,bout i11 tho bnd killing a:iy thn.t c .rnc in 

their way ? Even if it bi.' su fJ!J0:0 ed that lie comrnanded them 

to do so, they, whiJ~;o [Lim in com:n6 'to him was to be 'models to 

t,hc pious' and who had pledged t,hen1selves ~Lo obey him only 

in things tlrn.t were right antl lawful,' could not comply with 

his orders. 

I liave alre,1dy spok·n of several parties of Muslims that 

were barbarously cnt up by the treacherous Arabs. The year 
of which we arc now speat,i ug also witn::!SSt:d ::i. similar massacre. 

A p,Lrty of :30 l\:1uslimH, while on its way to F,idak, was cut to 
pieces by the Bani Murra, the leader only escaping. 

By this time, however, the valour of the Muslims and the 
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readiness with which they met the attacks of their numerous 
enemies began to t,dl on the tribes of the desert and tho Muslims 

who were before treated as an easy prey began to be regarded 

with awe. This is well illustrated by what we are told by Al-Haris 
bin Auf. Husail bin Nuwairn came to the Holy l)rophct (may 

peace aud the blessings of God be upon him) with the news 

t,hat Oyaina, who ha.d led the Bcduin forces at the Siege of 

Medina,, was making preparations to make a raid on l\fodina or. 
its ncighbourhoocl in conj anc!;ion wit;h certain other powerfnl 
tribes. 1'he Holy Prophet (ma.y peace and the blessings of 
God be upon hirn) afLcr consulting with Abu Bakr n.nd Omar, 
sent a force of 300 men under the leadcn,hip of Bashir bin Sa'd. 

rrhe force fdl upon their pasture lands early iu the morning and 
the enemy being apprised of the ani vai of the l\{uslims fled 

away in all directions. Oyaina, ti10 chief, w::i.s also among the 
fugitives. 'l'hc Mu;:,lims ea.me ha.ck with two prisoners. Oyaina, 
while flying in hot ha.ste, was accosted by Al-Haris bin Auf, who 
asked him to stop. • I ca,nnot' replied Oyaina panting, 'there 

are pursuers on my track.' .~ How long" asked Al-Haris, "wilt 
thou continue to fight with l\1uhn,mnrnd, he has now suppressed 
opposition everywhero.'' But Oyaiua had by this time gone too 

far to return an ans\\ er. Al-Hafr, tells us that he stayed there 
from midday to sunset but; saw no trace cf any pursuer and tha.t 

it was only the fear of the Muslims that was pursuing the 

fngitive chief. He had been goading his horse all alone in 
breathless haste from morning to noon, and was still flying 
under the scorching rays of the midday sun on the burning 

sands of the Arabian desert. Such was the fear which the 
valour of the Muslims had now inspired into their enemies, and 
it was this valour which eventually pacified their furious foes 
and thus saved the Muslims from falling a prey to their blood-

thirsty persecutors. 

J andab ibn Makees was with the party which the Holy 

Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
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despatched to chastise a tribe named Bani-al-Malooh at Kadeed. 
A little before sunset, while standing on an eminence at some 
distance from the huts of tribe, he was spied by a member of 

the hostile tribe, who shot at him two arrows, both of which 
pierced his body. He, however, quietly pulled out the missiles, 
but did not stir from his place. Thi8 led the Arab to think 

that the object which he had 8pied on the eminence was not a 
hnm::m being but something inanim::i.to, and, therefore, he re
frained from shooting any more arrows ::i.t him. In tlie morning 
the party was pursued by overwhelming numbers, but just aH 

a wave of the ocean lw.d Hwcd the children of Israel from the 

hosts of Pharaoh, similarly just when the pa1ty had crossed a 
valley which separated them from their pursuers, a swift torrent 
camo thundering into jt, aud the pursuers, thus balked of their 
prey, stood helplessly gazing at the Mmilims from the other 
side oft.he valley. 

Another party consi5ting of ~CO .Mnslimo sent by the Holy 

Prophet towards the seashore exhausted its provi:,ions and was 
.1cduccd to the cxtt·cmcs of huugcr, so that they began to beat 

off leaves frorn the trees and oat them. At that time a huge 
wave of the :,ea cast ou the shore a gigantic fish on which the 
party fed sumptuously for fifteen d,1ys and even brought 
portions of it to l\fodina, and the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be npon him) also partook of it. The fish 
was so big that the tallest man among them 1·iding on the 
tallest camel could pa.ss from b,mrnth its ribs. 

It was uow a year since the tireaty of Hudaibiya was con-
~L1m; lfm,I!'ILL'ED eluded between the Holy Prophet (may 

l'1LG1,.rnAOJ;]. peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) and the Qurn.ish. It was now the month of Znl Qa'da and 
~Lccording to the terms of the treaty, the Holy Prophet (may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him) might now pay his 
visit to the Ka'aba. So he, accompanied by 2,000 !{uslims, 
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set out on Lesser pilgrimage. Like pilgrims, they were armed 
only with sheathed swords, though as a safeguard against 
treachery, they carried with them a heavy reserve of weapons 
separately. 

While the pilgrims approached the city, the store of weapons 
was left behind in a va11ey outside the sacred territory with 
a body of 200 men to guard it. The Quraish evacuated the city 
in a body and climbing the neighbouring hills watched the exiles 
as they approached the city which they had been forced to flee 
seven years before by the tyranny of their brethren. As the 
holy temple came in view, the pilgrims raised the cry of Lub
baik ! Lubbaik ! ' The Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) followed by his 2,000 companions 
performed the sacred rites of pilgrimage. In order to show the 
infidels their strength, they, at the bidding of the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) bared their 
shoulders and performed the circuits at rapid pace. The Holy 
Prophet, out of his desire for peace, tried every plan which was 
likely to contribute to that end, and it was this desire which 
led him to ask his followers to make a display of their strength 
while the Quraish gazed on them from the neighbouring heights, 
This was done so that the enemy might be impressed with the 
strength of the Muslim soldiers and finding them to be more 
than a match for them lose their hearts and never think of 
renewing their hostilities towards the Muslims. Similarly, when 
Abdullah bin Rawaha began to shout some defiant verses, Omar 
checked him, and the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) said, ''Gently! son of Rawaha, recite nob 
this; say rather, Thct•e is no 90d but the Lord alone! It ia He 
that kath upholden His ser·vant, and e~alted His people. Alone 
did He put to flight the hoBts of the confederates." Abdullah 
\'3oited a.loud the words, and the whole following taking up his 
words, shouted them at the top of their voices, till even the 
11eigbbouring heights resounded with the cry. The Hol7 
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Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
forbu.do Abdullah to recite aloud tho defiant a.nd warlike verses 
lest the Quraish be tempted to renew their hostility and the 
peaceful enc1s which ho had. in view bo frustrated. 

Next morning, the Holy Pl'Ophet (may peace and the Liess• 

ings of God be upon him) ascended the inner chamber of the 

Ka'aba and remained there praying to his Lord, until the h011r of 
thA midday pmycrs arrived. '.I.1hen Bilal ascended the Ka'aba, 
and raised the usual cry to prayer. The pilgrims, thus sum
moned, hurried to the K.a'aba from all quarters and under the 
wall of the Holy temple, the Holy Prophet led the midday 
service under the gaze of the Meccans. 

"lt was surely a strange sight,'' says Muir, "which at this 
time presented itself in the vale of Mecca-a sight, one might 
almost say, unique in history. The ancient city is for three 
days evacuated altogether by its inhabita,nts, and every house 
deserted. As they retire, the exiles, many years banished 
from their birthplace, accompanied by their allies, fill the valley, 
revisit tbe empty homes of their childhood, and within the short 
allotted period fulfil the rites of pilgrimage. The ousted citizens 
with their families, climbing the heights around, take refu.ge 
under tents or rocks amongst the hills and glens; and clustering 
on the overhanging peak of Abu Cobais, thence watch the 
movements of the visitors beneath, as wi tb the Prophet ab thoir 

head they perform the sacred rites-anxiously scanning every 

figure, if perchance to recognise among the worshippers some 
long-lost friend or relative. It was a scene rendered possible 
only by the throes that gave birth to Islam." 

I have already shown how the Holy Prophet (may peace 
MATRIMONIAL AL- and the blessings of God be upon him) 

LIANCES OF THE HoLY established friendly relations with tho 
PROPHET, powerful tribe of Bani Mustaliq by marry-
ing J nwairiya, the widowed daughter of their chief. The followers 
of the Holy Prophet let all th1;; prisoners of the tribe go free, 
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saying that the Dani Musto.liq had now become thoii- 1·elatives, 
and Ayesha used in nftcr days to say, 'No woUlan was ever a 
.greater blessing to hor tribe than this Jnwairiya.' With sin1ilar 
end iu view, the Holy Prophet asked his Ca,ptain Abdm· Rahn.mu 

to marry the dn.ughh1:11· of r. Christian chief, when the former had 
gone on 11n e:~q1t~dition to Dnma.t,-::i.l-.Ja.ndal. Now ihat the treaty 
of pence Wai conclnderl between the Holy Pl'ophot nnd the 
Qn.raish, he tried 11is nl;most l:o turn this oppoi·tunity to the best 
advantage. Ab1l Srifinn) n,s the reader well knows, was no\V 
the leader of the Qnl'~1.ish. His danghter, Omm-i-IIabiba, was 
one of the small band of Muslim men and women that had 
ernigrn.ted to Abyssinia ::rncl was now a widow. After the truce 
of HudailJiyi1., tJrn Ho1y Prophet;, as wo lrn,v:3 already seen, sent 

two letters in sncccssion t;o tiho King of Abyssinia.. In t,hc second 
or the two Iet;tcrs; the king, who was nlrc::idy couvcrted to Islam 
was asked to send hiij remaining followers to Medina and also 
to bet:rot.h to him Ommi-Hahiba, daughter of Abu Sufia.n. 
This e.11iance with the danghtcr of the l\I~cc;1,n leader, contractecl 
at a time when hostilitiee h[l,d ceased !lot ienst temporarily, was 
meant to coucilia.te the leader a.ml thus to pave the way for the 

permanent pa.cificatioR of the (~u niish. 

Simihrly, the Holy P1·opheb (m~y peace and the blessings 
er God be npon him) nv11ilcd himself of his visit to the Holy 
House to contrac~t mnr1·in,gc wit;h il.nother widow of Mecca, 
named M.aimuna, who was reiatecl not 011ly to several leadillg men 
of the city, amoug others, to Kha.lid biu Walid, one of the 
bravest ot· the Quraish, but also to certain Arab tribes outside 
Mecca, 

This method of conciliating hostile tribes was also imitated 
by one of the wisest emperors that ever sat on the throne of 

India. The proud Rajp11ts, who had been ousted from their 
kingdom by the Muslim invaders and who were tbus naturally 

hostile to the Muhammadan rulers of India, became the devoted 
allies of Akbar. who made them his kinsmen by taking to wife 
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their daughters and sisters. The Holy Prophet {tpay peaee 
and the blessings of God bo upon l1im) batl a f'urther mlvrmtnge 
in these matrimonial alli0,nces. The relatives of the married 
ladies visited the home of the Holy Prophet and thus coming 
in close contact with him had an opportunity to study his 
character and his religion more closely, which very often led to 
their conversion. Herein one may see an evidence of the 
sincerity and truth of the Holy Pl'ophet, for onl3 a true prophet 
and not o.n impostor could invite such a searchh1g examination 
o( himself and his creed and expose bis chat·a.oter and religion 
1to such a close scrntioy of an observing infidel. 

The marriage \vith Maimuna WM not ouly meant to conciliate 
Ta.E .HotY P1wl'tiET;s the relative;.; of the widow, but was also to 

LOVE J'Olt urs l'JBOl'L.l!l. be used a,s au occii\bion to invite the lead-
ing men of the Qui·a.ish to o foust and- thu:r try to pacity them by 
holding with them friendly discoatse at the ba111aet. 11be 
Quraish had kept aloof from him *uriug his stUiy at Mecca •. 
With the few that met him, he helli friendly converse, and when 
the stipulated three days were encled, t1nd S1.thail aml Huwaitib, 
chief men of the Quraish, ea.me to him ou the fourth day, 
asking him to depart from amongst them, he Qourteously replied, 
And what harm if ye allo\ved me to stay a little longer oele~ 
brate my nuptials in your midst, i..nd make for the guests 
a feast, at which ye too might all sit down ? They sa.w that he 
wanted to conquer the Quraish with kindness by delaying his 
stay in their rnidst, s6 they roughly l'eplied, 'Of any food of thine 
we have no need. The- period allowed thee has passed ; depart 
no,v therefore from amongst us.' 'l1he Holy Prophet (may peace 
atld the blessings of God be upon him), true to his promise, gave 
orders for immediate departure, and placing 1\1:aimuna in charge 
of his servant Abtt Ra.fi, be himself proceeded to Sarif, a place 
about ten miles distant from Mecca. Maimuna and the servant 

who were left behind were subjected to a good deal of mo
lesta$ion by rude citizens. Compare the kindneas of the 
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Holy Prophet and his endeavours to conciliate the Quraish with 
the rude behaviour of the latter. The Holy Prophet was desirous 
of conciliating the Quraish, not because he was afraid of them, 
but because he loved them. That the power of the Quraish was 
now broken is admitted even by Muir. 'His visit to Mecca,' 
says Muir, 'enabled Muhammad to see and estimate the growth 
of his own inflnence there, as well as the waning power and 
spirit of the Coreish . • • . • . Among the Coreish there wero 
no chiefs of marked ability or commanding influence. A bold 
and rapid stroke might put an end to the struggle which so 
many years had depressed and agitated Mecca.' The attempts 

of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) to conciliate the Quraish at a time when their power 
was broken and when he could crush them with a single blow 
rebuts the charge that it was he who had first drawn the sword 

against the Meccans. If he had sought to destroy them with 
sword at a time when he had but a poor following and when the 
Quraish were at the height of their power, why was he now 
trying every means in his power to conciliate them when their 
power was completely broken and when he himself had under 

his command thousands of brave men ready to sacrifice their 

lives at his word. The truth is that he sought not to destroy 
but to save his people. If the Quraish had not drawn their swords 
to destroy him and his faithful followers, he would have never 
fo\.tght against them. 'I1herc was never a man who loved his 
people as intensely as he loved the Quraish. While ho was a~ 
Mecca, and saw his people plunged in error, he spent himself in 
preaching to them the truth and bringing them out of darkness 
into light. Referring to his anxiety £or the deliverance of his 
people, the Holy Quran says, 'Ha.ply, thou art grieving thyself to 
death that they will not be believers.' (xxvi, L) When his people 
rejected him and ho feared tb.ey would be destroyed like the 
opponents of the former prophets, ho repeatedly warned them of 
the punimiment tha~ was in store for them and exhorted them to 
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repent. All this was because he loved his people with all his 
hoart, and the idea that they should be destroyed for rejecting 
him gnawed his very soul. Now when the power of his people 
was broken, the same old love, that was never extinguished, was 
a.gain witnessed in his endeavours to conciliate them. He could 
lmvc now crushed them if he had so willed. The torments they 
had inflicted on his faithful disciples were still fresh in his 

memory. Their attempt on his life, and the price they had seb 

on his head could never be forgotten. Their repeated attacks 

on Medina to destroy the Muslims and the barbarities they hacl 
committed on the slain were indelibly printed on his heart. 
'rheir incitement of the desert tribes and tl1e danger to which 
the lives of the handful of :Muslims at Medina. were thus exposed 
were not things to be easily lost sight of. But so great was the 
love of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) for his people that all these considerations could 
not hinder him from his endeavours to conciliate them. ]rom 
the very beginning he had been anxious to save his men, and 

that very anxiety was again clearly visible in his attempts to 

pacify them. But if his love for his people was great, their 
hatred of him was not less so. They were not yet sufficiently 
crushed to yield consent to the earnest desire of their loving and 

forgiving brother. These attempts of the Holy Prophet, how

ever, clear him of the blame of commencing the war with the 
Quraish which the Christians impute to him. If he had com .. 

ruonced war with them when he had only a handful of poorly 
equipped followers, and if the Quraish had done nothing to 
bring about the war, why was he so anxious now to discontinue 
it. It is unreasonable to suppose that one who was so anxious 
to befriend the Quraish was the first to draw his sword against 
them. Alas! the world sees the Holy Prophet (may peace and 

the blessings of God bo upon him) only in the garb of a warrior 

which he was forced to don by the circumstancea under which 
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he and his party were placed, and does not see the benevolenb 
heart that was under the breastplate. 

This love for the Quraish was not confined to the Holy 

Prophet, but was shared by his companions, the Refugees. This 

may be seen from the well-known story of Abu Bakr who rebuked 
Abu Hura.ira, a Muslim citizen of Medina, for uttering words 
derogatory to the honour of the infidel Quraish. Abu Huraira, 
seeing a Quraishite chief who was an inveterate enemy of the 
Muslims, said he was sorry the chief had escaped being killed 

in battle. This remark enraged Abu Bakr, and be said with 
anger, ' 4 Dost thou veuim·e to make such a remark with regard 
to a Quraishite ?'' Similarly, when Abdullah (who led the Holy 
Prophot,'s can~d at the pt'.gnmage) shouted aloud some defiant 
verses, it was OLnJ.r who Jir~t cueckcd him. Bub the love of 
the I-fo1y Prop~1.et f'vr his people far surpn.::;::;ed tl1at of any other. 

l::lo great was his love for the people of iviocca that it even gave 
rise to a carlaiu dc6 rcc of jealousy among cer~ain citizens of 

Medina, who, ati the fall of l\foccu., began to compln.in of what 
they called his ~parti:..lity' for his people. 

One may ask, if the Holy Prophet loved his people, why was 
not thab love rcciprociLted by the Quraish? I say, it was so 
becauf~ such is the unchangeable law of God. rrhc prophets of 
God are raised with an intense love for their people. Nothing 
is more painful to them than to see the people groping in the 
darkness of error, and they, out of their deep-rooted sympathy 
for the 1)eopl0, labour day and night to bring thorn into the light 

of truth. But the prophets being from heaven arc hated by 

those that are of the world. 'l1hey love the people, but men that 
love this world treat them with scorn and become their enemies. 
But their love for maokind does not remain wholly unrecipro
cated. Those who are n0t bent low on the earth recognise 
them and return thoir love, though their love for their prophets 
does not equal the love of the prophets for them. The reader 
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may form some idea of the love of the Holy Prophet for mn.nkind 
from the love which bis followers entertained for him. I have 

already in a previous number quoted the tributes which Abu 

Sufian nt the cx1.~cution of Khobriib, aud Orwa, chief of Tayif, 

after his int,crview with the Holy Prophet at Hudaibiya, paifl 

to t,he devotion of the Muslims to their prophet. If the reader 

dcsil'es to know t,he vast difference between the love wl1ich the 
Holy Prophet had for mankind and the love which Jesus of 

Nazareth had for his people, the Jews, ho need only compare the 

well-known devotion of the Holy companions with the notorious 

faithlessness oft.he disciples of Jesus. This may be due to the 

fact t,hat while the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

of God be upon him) was sent for nll nations and all times, as 
the Holy Qura.n expressly states, the son of Mary was raised only 
for the Bani Lmid of his day, as is apparent from what Jesus 

says in Matthew 15 : 2!. Hence it was bnt reasonable that the 

love of the Holy Prophet (m!1.y peace and the blessinga of God 
be upon him) for man.kind should bear the same ratio to the 

love of Jean-, for the Jewd as the number of t.he g,;:\neratious of 
all times since the appaarance of the lLJly Prophet bears to the 

number of the Bani Israel of the days of Jesus. 

The visit of the Holy Ptoph0t (m~\Y pellce an:l the blessings 
of God he upon him) to -~lecca soon bega.n 

A GB~ltIUL 1\WVE- . . 'l,h k" . f th ,. I t,o hem· fraE,. . . e :,~tv•.,s o ,, e r.1.0 y 
ME~T TOWAUDa Is- Prophet and t.he bu::.ai,y of Lsfo.m co.iqnered 
LAM, the hearts of nuny. S,1ch nuta.bk: men 

as Kha.lid, Amru and Othmau ibn 'l\.lh.a soon repaired to 
Medina and embraced Lsfo.m. 'J1he reader will remomber thab 
Khn.lid and Amru wm·e among t.he commanders of the 

Quraish. At the battle of Oh11d, the right wing of the army 

was commanded by Kha.lid, wh; le Amru. was over the 

Qura.i;:;hit,e horoe. Othman ibn Talha was a chief of note and 
had in his capacity as custodian of the Ka'aba,, attended on 

the Holy Prophet with the keys of office to throw open the 
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door of the Holy temple for the illustrious visitor. Thus 
coming in close contact with the pilgrims, he had an opportunity 
to know more intimately tho Holy Prophet and his companions, 
and being deeply impressed by the sublimity of their faith and 
the nobility of their character, he was irresistably drawn to the 

noble religion of Islam. "To what extent,' says Muir, 'persons 
of less note and influence about this time came over to Medina, 
or remaining at Mecca declared in favour of Muhammad, is not 

told to us. But there can be no doubt that the movement was 

not confined to those just mentioned, but was wide and general; 
n.nd that the cause of Islam wn.s gaining popularity day by day." 
Such were the sweet fruits of the peace which the Holy l)rophet 
(may i!eace and the blessings of God be upon him) had so wisely 

concluded with the Quraish, and what the Muslims had thought 
to be a disgraceful peace turned out to be a real victory, as the 
Holy Quran had predicted. It was the peace that had rendered 
the vi,it to the Holy House possible and thus gave the people of 
Mecca. an opportnnity to come in contact with the Holy Prophet 
and the Muslims, and the persecution that once raged at Mecca 
having ceased by this time, Islam began to draw to itself troops 
of converts. This movement towards Islam could not take 
place if the war had continued. Peace bore this fruit not only 
at Mecca but everywhere else. We find that every tribe of 
Arabia that discontinued its hostili~y towards Islam and conclu
ded a treaty of peace with the Muslims was eventually absorbed 
in tho universal brotherhood of Islam and in C>Very case peace 
was followed by conversion. 

Now was fulfilled the vision of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) to which reference 
IS ma.de in the following verse of the Holy Quran :-"God truly 
verified for His apostle the vision that ye shall verily enter the 
Sacred mosque, if God please, in safety with shaven heads or cut 
hair, ye shall not fear; for He knows what ye know not and He 
has set for you a victory nigh at hand.'' 
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A chief of the Bani Sulaim being converted to Islam, the 
M A E Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

BA Ass
8 

CLRAE BY TH ◄ of God be upon him), as was the wont with 
NI u IM. . . d 1 d . h l . . 1nm, cspaLc 1c wit nm a party of his 

followers to preach Islam. The tribe, however, probably 
misunderstanding their purpose, received them with a volley of 
arrows and killed most of them. 'l'his happened about a month 
after the Holy Prophet's return from the pilgrimage. The tribe, 
however, soon after sent an embassy of submission and were 
pardoned by the Holy Prophet. 

Dzn,t-Atbh w~~s a place on the borders of Syria. There a 

MASSACRE AT DzAT- party of 15 Muslims, seeing a great 
ArL,rn. multitude assembled, began to preach to 
them the noble faith of falam and invited them to embrace it. 
'J'hc multitude, enraged at the invitation, replied with a shower 
of arrows and cut the party to pieces; only one man survived 
to tell the dismal tale. The calamity deeply afflicted the Holy 
Prophet, who made up his mind to avenge the disaster, but 
hearing that the pbce had been deserted he gave up the idea. 

'As in the cmm of ::iimilu.r mishaps,' ::;u.ys Muir, thi::i reverse is 
described by tradition with cnigmatical brevity, so that it is 
difficult to tell t,ho object; of the expedition. It may have been 

an embassy to certain tribes, or a secret mission to spy out the 
c,mse of rumotm:Jd gn,l;herings on the Syrian frontier.' This 
incident bespeaks t;ho bitter hatred which was entertained 
towards Islam on the Svrian border. How the Christian chiefs 

~ 

of Syria, hearing Heraclius speaking favourably of the religion 
of the Holy Prophet, sktrl;od aside like wild asses and began to 

waiYe aloft their crosses has been already referred to, and this 
display of wild anger by the Syrian chiefs in the presence of 
the Roman Bmj_)(H'Or shows that the Syrian border was as per
meated wit,h tho Jw,trcd of Islam as Arabia itself. It was thia 

hatred which led to the war of Muslims with the Ohristiami 

that lived on or beyond the northarn confines of the Arabian 

peninsula. 
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The cause of this battle was the murder of an envoy whom 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bless-

BATTLE OF MUTA, ings of God be upon him) had sent with a 

letter to the Governor of Bosra. In the way, he was seized by 
another Christian Governor of the Byzantine empire, named 

Sharhabil, who had him tied with ropes and struck off his 
hand. It w~s not surprising that tho idolatrous tribes of 

Arabia should have risen against the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) but why the 
followers of the Lamb should have been so thirsty for the blood 
of the Muslims passes comprehension. The murder in cold 

blood of this envoy by the Christian chief was not less outrageous 
than the massacres of whole parties of Muslims by the idolatrous 

tribes of the Arabian desert. The atrocity greatly shocked tho 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
and necessitated an immediate chastisement of the oflender. The 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
gave orders for immediate march towards the scene of the out
rage and a force of 3,000 men set out under the leadership of 
Zaid, the beloved freedman of the Holy Prophet. 'If Zaid was 
slain,' said the Holy Prophet, 'then J afar was to command, and if 
Jafar, then Abdulla ibn Rawaha, and if he too was slain, then 
the army was to choose its own commander." Sharhabil knew 

the consequences of this barbarous deed. He had commitbed 
it counting on the aid of other lieutenants of the Roman emperor, 
who, instead of disavowing the crime, adopted it and thus made 
the quarrel an imperial one. The Muslim army was yet in the 
way when they heard with dismay that an army 200,000 

1:1trong (including 100,000 Greeks) was assembled at Balca with 
the Kaisar himself at its head. " A passage in 'fhcoplancs," says 
Muir in a footnote, '' makes it probahle that thi8 great army was 
brought together by Theodorus, brother of Heraclim;, which may 
account for the rumour that the Kaisar himself was in the 

field with 200,000 men.'' This alarming news reached the 
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Muslim army at Maan. A council of war was held to discuss 
the situation. The Holy Prophet ( may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) had not contemplated an encounter with 

such overwhelming numbers and, therefore, it was suggested 
by some, he should be apprised of the situation and fresh 
instructions asked. Otherg were for advance. "vVhat have we 
marched thus far for," cried the intrepid Abdullah bin Rawaha, 
"but for this? Is it in our numbers or in the help of the Lord 
that we put our trust;? Victory, or the martyr's crown, one 
or the other, is secure. Thon forward !'' To this all respond
ed:-' By the Lord! the sou of Ilawahn. speaketh the truth. Let 
us hasten onwal'd,' So the army resumed its march. At Muta 
it was attacked by the Christian army. 'l1ho Muslims fought 
lieroically against overwhelming odds. Zaid, with the flag in 
his hand, led his column forward, and died fighting heroically at 
their head. The flag was then seized by J afar, the Holy Prophet's 
uncle, who jumping down from his horse maimed it, in token 
of his resolution to die fighting, and rushed nit the enemy's 
ranks, raising aloft the white banner and urging his men forward 
to attack. He was soon covered with wounds, yet he continued 
fighting until he foll. He was holding the banner in his right 
hand, and when that was cut off, he seized it with his left, and 

when that too was cut off, he pressed it to his breast with the 
stumps, The cuts of swords and the wounds of arrows on his 
body numbered about ninety, all on the front. When Jafar 
fell, Abdullah seized tl1e standard, but ho too followed the fate 
of his predecessors. Then a council of war was hastily summoned 
in accordance with the direction of the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him), and Khalid bin Walid 
,vas chosen to act as the commander. Khalid fought valiantly 
and broke nine swords. He bravely repulsed the Christian 
army, but the disparity of numbers being too great, he retreated 
with his force to Medina. The prowess displayed by Khalid 
won for him the title of '::i. sword of God.' The ba.ttle will ever 
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shine in the pages of history as a bright example of the gallantry 
and heroism which Islam had breathed into its followers. 

When the battle was being fought at lVIut,a, the whole scene 

was shown to the Holy Prophet in a vision, and he was made to 
witness the heroic part which was being played by his followers 

in the distant battlefield. Before the messenger arrived with 

the news of the battle, he had told his companions at Medina 
that Zaid, Jafar and Abdullah had by turns assumed the com
mand and fallen fighting br:wely, and that when the command 
passed to Khalid, God gave him a victory. When the messenger 

came with the news, the lloly Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) sn,id ..:.:,..L:;:, '..:J l _, I..Sj J~d,,. 1 ~t..z \:J J 

Jj )~c.. 1 'If you please, you ma.y give me the information; or if 
you please, I may tell you what happened.' The directions he 
had given regarding the command of tl10 army may also be said 

to be prophetical. 'Zaid,' he said, 'is to command the army, 
and if he falls, then J afar, and if he is killed, then Abdullah 
bin Rawaha, and if he is slain, then the army is to choose its own 

commander.' He is not known to have given such directions 

in any other expedition, and it is curious that everything 
happened as he hacl sn.id. Of the persons named Zaid was first 
to fall, then followed Jafar, and then Abdullah, and when the 
fourth leader was chosen, in compliance with his final direction 

' he lived to the end of the battle and did not retreat until the 
Byzantine army and its allies were rcr,u1scd. 

In connection with this battle, the reader must remember 

that the Muslim force was despatched only to punish the chief 

Sharhabil for his barbarous murder of Lhe Muslim envoy. 1'he 
leader was expressly bidden by the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him) to march to the spot 

where the envoy was cruelly murdered. But the cause of the 
offending chief was espoused, not only by the Chri~,tian t,ribes 

of the Syrian border, su.ch as the Bahm, Thni \Vn.il
1 

Hckr, 
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Lakhm and J udzam, but also by the other lieutenants of the 
Byzantine Empire and even by the imperial forces. The Mus

lims being unprepared for such an ovc:rwhelming array of 

forces against them, many leading followers of the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) were slaugh
tered and deep was his grief at their loss. Thus the espousal 
of the cause of the guilty chief by the Christian chiefs and 
Christian tribes of the border, and by the Kaiser's forces, was 

another offence against the Muslim state, and every unit of the 

Chnstian army was now as guilty as the rnscal whose cause 
t]wy espoused. If the Christians deplore to-day the ultimate 
conquest by the Muslims of the land where their lord Jesus and 
his dieciples had once walked, they should blame their own fore
fathers who, by their hostility to L,;lam and by the outrages 
they perpetrated on the M ttslims, courted war with the faithful, 
which ultimately led to the loss of their dominions. Here, too, 
as in the case of the Quraish, the initiative was with the Chris
ti::ms. Bani J udzam, a Christian tribe under the Kaisar, had 
plundered Dihya, while he wa.s on his way back from Syria. 
Ho had gone to Syria as an el!voy to the Kaiser himself, and was 
returning with presents. But the Christian tribes, out of their 
hatred for Islam, did not respect the envoy that was returning 
from the µrcsencc of their own emperor, and robbed him of all 
he had, including the presents from the Emperor. (vide Muir's 
Life of Mahomet, page 335). A reference to a note in Muir's 

Life of Mahomot, page 381, will show that thiS' tribe was with 

the imperial army that attacked the Muslim force at Muta. 

Again, Muir tells us that in the fifth year of the Hejira, the tribes 
of the Dumat-ul-J andal (who were Christians) began plundering 
travellers and threatened a raid upon Medina, and that as a 

safeguard against the threatened raid and in order to scatter the 
mr.rauding bands, the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bless

ings of God be upon him) had to undertake a. long and fatiguing 

journe.v in the hottest season of the year. ·we have also learnb 
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how a party of fifteen Muslims was cut up in cold blood by 
Christian tribes on the Syrian border, and Muir admits that the 
party had not gone there with any hostile designs (Muir's Life 
of Ma.hornet, page 380). They were slaughtered by the meek 
followers of the lowly Jesus, simply because they professed the 
faith of Muhammad (may peace and the blessings of God be 

upon him). This was soon followed by the murder of the Holy 

Prophet's envoy (Al-Haris bin Urnair) by the Christian chieftain 
(Sharhabil bin Amr), and when the Holy Prophet sent a force to 

punish the chief, not only almost all the Christian chiefs and 
Christian tribes of the border, but even the imperial Cohorts flew 
to the aid of the ruffian chief, and when the Muslims reached the 
place where the envoy had been executed, they found themselves 
confronted by an army the like of which they had never seen 
before. These overwhelming number.3 (200,000 s.gainst 3,000) 

were brought together evidently with the object of crushing 
to atoms the Muslim force that was advancing to avenge the 
grievous wrong that had been done to them by the Christian 
chief. The Christians deemed it an affront t,o their dignity 
that the newly risen sect of the Muslims should presume to 
retaliate, no matter however outrageous and ruffianly their own 
offences were against them. They might insult and plunder 
their messengers, they might slay their envoys, they might 
massacre their parties in cold blood, but if these outrages forced 
the Muslims to retaliate upon their authors with a view to check 

the repetition of such atrocities, they felt their pride wounded, 

and roused to fury by what they deemed the insolence of the 
Muslims, resolved to punish them for their impudence. Muir 
also dutifully shares the feelings of the Christians of that age 
and speaks of the Muslim expeditions to the north as 'hostile 
incursions against the Syrian border.' Just as he is blind to 
the outrages committed by the Quraiah on the Muslims and 
accuses the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) oi aggression towards thetn, similarly he does not 
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take into account the behaviour of the gentle Christians towards 

the Muslims and the barbarities they perpetrated on them, and 
blames the Muslim for taking any step to protect themselves 
against the recurrence of such outrages. It appears that accord
ing to Muir and most other Christian critics, all the enemies of 
Islam, the Quraish of Mecca, the Arabs of the desert, the Jews 
of Medina and the Christians of the Syrian border, had every 
right to oppress and torment and even to slay the Muslims (for 
no other fault save thab of embracing Islam) but the Muslims had 
no right whatever to take measures for their protection. The ag
gressions of the enemies of Islam are totally ignored, and the atepa 
taken by the Muslims to protect themselves against their num
berless foes arc dwelt upon at great length and misrepresented as 
aggression. All Arabia and the Christians that dwelt on the bor
der were all innocent in the eyes of the Christian critic, and tho 
only people in Arabia that were guilty were the Muslims. The 
Christians of the north ought to have at least extended better 
tre::i.tment towards the Muslims than the idolaters, but it is 
painful to note that they turned out to be as hostile to Islam as 
the idolaters of Arabia. What greater barbarity is conceiveablc 

than the massacre of innocent parties in cold blood, and the 
waylaying and murder of helpless envoys. But does not 
Muir himself admit that his Christian brethren of the day 
committed themselves to these barbarities, and their deadly 
hatred of Islam had so deadened their nobler feelings and 
had so overpowered the Christian charity of which the missionary 

of our day so much boasts, that they committed these cruelties 
without the least compunctiou. And what is still more painful, 
the cause of the rascals that committed these crimes was 

espoused by almost all the Christian tribes and Christian 
chiefs of the bor<lcr and even by tho troops of the Byzantine 
empire, and when a force was sent to exact retribution from 
the offenders so that their example might not encourage 
others to perpetrate similar outrages on the Muslims, whole 
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clans and almost every chief and even the imperial legions 
rallied round the offender, resolved to swallow up the whole 
Muslin force. If the Chieftain was guilty of wanton murder, 
every man that took up his cause was equally guilty of the 

murder of the many Muslims whom the combined Christian 
forces slow at Muta. They were responsible for the death of' 
Za,id, for the death of J,~far, for the death of Abdullah, in fact 
for the death of every :Muslim that fell under their swords. 

Though most of the Christians of the north were bitterly hosLilo 

"'1 to Islam and courted war with the Muslims CoNY~PsioN 01!' :F , ... ' H by perpetrating unspeakable outrages on 1 
Ah WA AND ABLA, them, yet I shall be guilty of grave injustice 

if I do not add that there were noble exceptions. If the 
conduct of the most of the Christian lieutenants of the Byzan

tine empire and the Christian clans of the north draws tear'J 

from our eyes, there were others whose behaviour towards the 
Muslims fills us with adroirati0n, and who laid under a deep 
obligation not only the Muslims of the early days but also the 
future generations of the faithful by their many acts of kindness. 

'l'he reader knows how the Cluistian king of Abyssinia welcomed 
to his dominions, the Mmilim emigrants whom the persecution of 

their own brethren ha.d driven from their homes. The 
Christian king of Egypt accorded an honourable rec€ption to 
the Muslim ambassador, reverently preserved the Holy Prophet's 
letter in an ivory casket, and returned the envoy with a respeftful 
answer and with valuable presents for the Holy Prophet (may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him). Dihya, the Holy 
Prophet's envoy to Heraclius, w~ts graciousiy received by the 
emperor and even presented with a dress of honour. And even 
among the Christian chiefs of the north there were some that 
were not only not hostile to Isiam, b~lli even abandone:l iiheir 
faith in the godship of the Son of Ma.l7 and professed their 
faith in the true God of Islam. Such was I-Iabla bin A.ham, a 

Ghassanide chief, and Farwa, a Syrian Govei·nor. Both these 
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accepted Islam about this time. The latter sent the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him} a 
letter informing him of his con version with several presents-a 
white mule cnilled Fizza, an ass, and raiment inwrought with gold. 

The Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) acknowledged the present in a letter, which also embodied 
certain directions for his spiritual guidance. The Roman 
Government, hearing of the conversion of the Governor, at first 
sought to reduce him by promises of promotion and other 

favours, but when these at.tempts to bring him back to the 
Christian faith failed, he was put to death by crucifixion. This 
was another outrage of which the Christians were guilty. The loss 
of such a devoted follower must have deeply grieved the Holy 

Prophet and one wonders at the hard-heartedness 0£ the 'gentle' 

Christians who thus mercilC'ssly butchered innocent Muslims for 
professing faith in Islam. '11he chief, however, bore testimony 

to the sincerity of his faith by preferring to lose bis life rather 
than abjure Islam, and the Christians of to-day who say that 
Islam was spread by sword have a lesson here to learn. Muir 
speaks of 'numerous accessions to Muhammad's cause about this 
time' on the Syrian border (page 383 n). 

The espousal of the cause of Sharhabil, the murderer of the 

R1sE 01<' 'l'IIE FnoN- envoy, by the chiefs of the Christian 
TIER 1'1mms. Empire and even by the imperial forces 
emboldened the tribes on the Syrian confines who began to gather 
once more for an attack on Medina. Hearing this, the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the 'blessings of God be upon him, 
despatched Amr bin A.1-As (the famous Amru, who had only 

recently embraced Islam) with 300 men and 30 horses to disperse 
tl:e gathering. Amru was connected with the Bani Bali, one 
of the border tribes, hence his selection as leader of the force. 

The Holy Prophet's desire to maintain peace had led him to 

enter into friendly treaties wit,h some of the northern tribes, and 
Amru was asked to seek their aid in dispersing the assembled 
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tribes. When he had travelled for ten days, he learned thc1,t the 
enemy had assembled in very large numbers and that there was 
little hope of aid from the friendly tribes. 'l'hcrcfore, he sent 

a messenger to .Medina asking for reinforcements. '1.1he Holy 

Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) sent 

for his aid a force of 200 men (including Abu Bakr and Omar) 

under Abu Obaida, charging him to act in concert with Amru. 

Thus reinforced, Amru succeeded in dispersing the hostile gather

ings and confirming the friendly tribes of the north. 

A gecu.t change was now taking place iu the relations 
between the :Muslims and the Arab tribes. 

SPREAD OF PEACE, The ~1rrival of the Muslims at Medina had 

served as a signal to the tribes of the desert to rise against them 

and to organise plundering expeditions on Medina. 'J'hc powers 

of the Muslims were taxed to the utmost. They had to be ever 
on their guard, and wheneva they heard of any gathering, 
they hastened to disperse it. Sometimes whole parties of Mus

lims were treachorom;ly cut up, an<l the Holy Prophet (may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him) had to inflict on 

such offenders the necessary punishment to prevent the recur

rence of such atrocities and mrulce the offenders an example for 
others that were similarly disposed toward Islam. This alacrity 
of the Muslims, supported by divine assistance, at last began to 

tell on the desert tribes, who being tired of their• fruitless efforts 

to dcst,roy t,he Muslims, and finding them more than a match 
for them, now began to make friendly treaties with the Muslims. 

I have u,lready referred to the tribes of the Syrian border and 
the tribes on the road to Mecca that had concluded friendly trea

ties with the faithful. Besides these, several others that had loug 

been a source of t,rouble and anxiety to the .Muslims now made 

terms wit,h the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) and promised to desist, from further molesta

tion. Among these were the Sualim who had taken part in 

the siege of Medina and the Fezara, with their well-known chief1 
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Oyaina. If the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessn'gs of God 

be upon him) had not repelled the attacks of these murderous 

chiefs but had turned to them the ot,hcr check, as the Christians 
would have him do, the result would have been ruin and misery. 

Bnt the wisdom of the course followed by the Holy Prophet was 

proved by the results that followed. Ile promptly repulsed 

their attacks and duly punished them for their crimes, and the 

result was that the wolves at last turned lambs and the Muslims 
began to enjoy peace for the first time :siucc their conversion 
to Islam. rrhe Holy Prophet's making peace with the vanquished 

tribes is another proof that the Arabs were not forced to aG:cept 

Islam. If the object of the J1oly Prophet (may peace and the 

hlos:ciings of God be upon him) in fighting with the wild tribes 

of the desert ha.d been to force them to accept his faith, ho would 
have offered them the only alternative of sword or Islam, and 

would have refused to make peace with the vanquished clans, 

unless they professed his religion. Bui; he never forced any 

tribe or individual to embrace his faith. He was always eager 

to make terms with any person or clan that was inclined to 
1;;ake peace with him and always scrupulously observed his 
treaties. He attributed his success not to the strength of hts 

following ; his fullowers, in fact, were hardly numerous or strnno-
o 

enough to stand against almost the whole of Arabia and also 

the powerful Christian. chief::; and Christian tribes of the Syrian 

border tha,t were as hostile to Isln.m as the idolaters of Arabia 

itself. No body could predict for him 1;he grand success which 

he attained against numberless enemies with a small following. 

'-:-"'.c JJ l~ ~ J..aj 'I am aided with awe with which God has 

8 truck my enemies,' he was wont to say and in fact it was so. 
One wonders at hosts flying at tho approach of a bn.nd of Mus

lims. There wore large gatherings at various places every year, 

but when they heard that tho Holy Prophet was apprised of 

their projected attack and a body of Muslims was about to swoop 

down upon them, it was not seldom that a panic seized the 
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whole assembly, and the awe-struck tribes might be seen flying 
in all directions. 

One of the clauses of the treaty signed at Hudaibiya was 
T that whoever wished to be the ally of the 

BREACQil OF , . TEATY Muslims was at libcrt,y to do so, and like
BY TUE URAISII, wise whoever wanted to make alliance 

with the Quraish. When the treaty was concluded, the Bani 
Khozaa declared themselves on the side of the Muslims, while the 

Bani Bakr joined the Qurnish. 'rhus, an attack by the Muslims 

on the Ba,kr or an attack by the-Quraish on the Khozaa was equi
valent to an attack on the parties which they had respectively 
joined. There had been an old feud between the Ba.kr and tho 

Khozaa, but all feuds were thrown in the background owing to the 

general war against the Muslims. Now when a ten years' truce 

was agreed upon at Hudaibiya, the tribes of Arabia began to think 
of their own grievanc3s against each other. 'l1wo years after the 
conclusion of the treaty, the Bani Bakr, the allies of the Quraish, 
headed by Naufal bin Muawiya, fell on the Bani Khozaa, the allies 

of the Muslims, one night while the Khozaa lay fast asleep by a 

fountain, called Wati.r. A bloody contest ensued, and the Bani 
Bakr, slowly retreating, lured them into the sacred territory 

and at last into the city of Mecca itself. The Quraish at 
first aided their allies with weapons, and when it was dark, 
joined them in the fight. 'fhe Khozaa, the allies of the 
Muslims, thus over-matched, could make no stand against their 
enemies, and took shelter in the houses of two friendly 
citizens. But the slaughter of the Khozaa was fearful and a 

large number of them were killed by tho Bani Bakr and 

~he Quraish w~thin the limi~s of the sacred territory. Early 
1ll the mornrng, the survivors fled from the ci~y, and a 
Khozaite, named Amr bin Salim, hastened to Medina to inform 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessinO's of God be up 
h

. o on 
1m) of the breach of treaty by the Quraish and to plead that tho 

treacherous murders be avenged. He, in pathetic lines, 
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described the way in which the Khozaa were slaughtered and 
implored the assistance of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) in avengiDg the wrongs. 'Assis
tance shall be given thee,' replied the Holy ~rophet. Before 
taking any stop, however, he seut an ambas::;ador, named Zamrab, 

to the Quraish, offering them three alternatives to choose among. 

'J:hcy were asked either to pay the blood-money for each of the 
Khozaites slaughtered in the fight or to relinquish the cause of 
thJ Bani Bakr or to declare the treaty as 110 longer binding, 
'l'o this mesimge, the Quraish replied that the) would neither pay 
the blood-money, nor abandon the cause of the Dani Bakr, but 

that they had cast aside the treaty (vide Zarqani's Commentary 
on Mawahib, page 349, also the Sfrat-un-Nabaw,iya). Speaking 
of the wilful violation of the treaty by the Quraish, Muir says in 
a i>ot-note :-"'vVe'l thinks the outrage to have been in conse
quence of the dP-fea.t at Muta, which emboldened the enemies of 
Islam. Beladzori gives other instances of the Coreish having 
abused Muhammad and encouraged his enemies.' Though it is 
an error to call the result of the battle of Muta a defeat to the 
Muslims, yet there is every reason to believe that the open hos
tility of the Christian Government to Islam pleased the Quraish, 

as the sight of the ambassadors from the Persian court with orders 
for the arrest of the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) had pleased them only a year before. 

When, however, they had sent back the messenger of the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon himj 
with the answer than they had cast aside the treaty, they 
repented of what they had done. 'J.'he elders consulted with 
each other and it was resolved to send abu Sufian as ambassador 
to :Medina. He was absent when the treaty of Hudaibiya was 
signed, and he, as the hereditary chief of the Quraish, wen~ 

to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) asking him to renew the treaty and extend the period 
of peace. But the stratagem which was resorted to merely to 
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avert the impending attack was of no avail and Abu Sufian had 

to return unsuccessful. 

Traditions record an incident in connection with Abu Sufian's 

H L 
visit to :Medina, which is wor~h reproducing 

OME IFE OF THE l l l 
H , I> , , 10re. 1ave already spoken of the Holy 

OLY lWlHEr. I=> h t' · · h o · r~r b.b rop c s marriage wit mm-1- J.a 1 a, 

the widowed daughter of Abu Sufian. Having arrived at Medina, 

Abu Sufian, before going to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) entered the house of his daugh

ter, Omm-i-Habiba. Ho wa.s about to seu,t himself on a carpet, 
when Omm-i-Habiba hastily drew it away and folded it up. 
4}i.[y daughter,' asked the astonished father, 'hast thou drawn the 
ca.rpet away because thou thinkest it to be too good for me, tliy 

fa.ther, or because I am too good for it.' "Nay,' replied she, 
4but it is the carpet of the Prophet and I like not that thou, 
au unclean idolater, shouldst sit; on the Prophet's carpet.' 4'l1r:.ily,' 
exclaimed the father, 'thou hast changed for the worse since thou 
ldtest me.' ~Not so,' rejoined the daughter, 'but God lms guiJ€d 
me to Islam. 'l'hou, my father, art the chief of the Quraish 

and the greatest, man among them. How is it that thou dost 
not accept Islam and worshippest stones which neither hear nor 

sec?' Both the act;ion and the words of Omm-i-Habiba reveal her 
deep faith in Isbm and her unbounded respect for the Holy 

Prophet (may pea,ce m1d the blessings of God be upon him). It 

was after long years that she had seen her father, but so great 

was her reverence for the Holy l">rophct th~tt she could noli 

brook to see an idolater sit even on his carpet, even though th~ 

idolater was her own father, come to her after long years of 
separation. Also mark the way in which she invites her father 

to accept Islam. Hel' words breathe of as great contempt for 

idolatry as love for Islam. She wonders at her father's reluc
tance to embrace Islam a.nd reproaches him for stooping to 
idolatry. Blind Christians spare no pains in painting the home 

life of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God bo 
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upon him) in black colours, and with Christian impudence 'impnto 

to him the grossest immorality. If they have any sense of justice 
and any love of truth; let them ponder over the story just related. 
Does it not prove beyond question that even the private life of 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) was perfectly holy and -pre-eminently pure? If 
t,he Christians wn,nt to know the real character of the Great 
Prophet, let them see him with the eyes of those that knew him 

most intimately and who from their close relation with him, 
could pry into tho very secrets uf his heart and the inmost 
til10ughts of his mind. If the Christians have an.y desire to 
be acquainted with the interior of the noble messenger of God, 

let them ga,1c at him from behind the screen. See what his 
wives though~ of him and what opinion his most intimate 
c:om pn,nions entertainci of him. lf his own wives looked 

upon him as the holiest of the holyr and if his bosom friends 
regarded him as the godliest of the godly, know it for certain 
that he was holy and godly and not as the bigoted Christian 

represents him. 

rrhe story of Abu Sufian's visit to Omm-i-Habiba also corro

borates what I said a few pages back about the object of some 

of the matrimonial :1lliances of the Holy Prophet. One of his 
objects in contracting these alliances with the relatives of the 
leading unbelievers was to afford the unbelieving leaders an 

opportunity to come in closer contact with him and study his 
character and religion more narrow iy. 'I1h us his marriage with 
Abn Sufian's daughter aiforded Abu Sufian an opportunity to 
visit his house and know how sinceroly even his wi vcs believed 
in him. He must have been struck with t,he devotion of his 
own <laughter to the Holy Prophet (may. peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him,) and her exhortation to him to accept 
Islam and her pointed reproach for his worship of what she 

contemptuous1y described as 'stones which neither see nor hear,' 
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must have come home to him. There is no doubt that he left 

the Holy Prophet's house with a more favourable view of 1:slam 
and thus the alliance served one of the purposes for which it was 

contracted. 

After the departure of Abu Sufian, the Holy Prophet (may 

}!AUCH UPON peace and the blessings of God be upon 
MECCA. him} gave ordet·!i for immediate preparation 

for an advance upon .Mecca. Every pre-
caution was taken to prevent the news of the preparations 
from reaching Mecca. ·when the Muslim force commenced its 
march, then was seen how advantageous the two years' peace 
had proved to Islam and how wonderfully rapid was the progress 
which Islam had made during the short but peaceful period 

of two years. When the Holy Prophet had marched two years 

before to perform the lesser pilgrimage, he had with him only 
1,500 men, but now as many as 10,000 Muslims responded to 

hi& summons. That day was fulfilled what God had foretold 
ages before through his servant Mor?es, who before his death said, 

'' The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them, 
and he shined forth from Mount Paran, and he came with ten 
thousands of saints, from his right hand wont a fiery law for 
them,'' (Deut. 33: 2). The 'coming,' the ~rising up,' and the 

'shining forth' of the Lord evidently signify the appearance of 
His Messengers, who come to revea,l His face to the world. In 
the verse quoted above evidently three separate prophets are 
spoken of. The first that 'came from Sinai' was Moses, the 

second that 'rose up from Seir' was Jesus, and the third and the 
last that 'shined forth from Mount Paran' was one who was 
now marching on Mecca with ' ten thousands ' of his holy com
panions (who for their holiness are spoken of as ~saints') and from 
whose right hand there 'went a fiery law' for the children of the 
Lord. 

'l'he Quraish knew that they would soon have to answer for 
their outrage on the Khozaa, who were under the protection of 
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the Muslims, but all sources of intelligence were so carefully cut 
off, and the army had travelled so rapidly that the Quraish bad 
no knowledge of the advrmcing army until it wa,s almost at the 
<loor of Mecca. Before 1,he 1\Iuslim army set out of Medina, 
Abbas, the hitherLo unconverted uncle of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace autl t,he blessrngs of God be upon him), had, with his 
family, left Mecca. to join the emigrnnts at; Medina and he met 

the Holy Prophet at J ohfa. Two other converts also met the 

Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 

in t,he way. Ono was his uncle's son, Abu Sufian bin Barith, and 
the other was his aunt's son., Abdullah bin Abi Umaiyya. These 
were the last of the train of con vcrts that had been going over 

to Islam after the treaty of Hudaibiya. Abu Sufian (like his 
namesake, Abu Sufi.an son of Harb) had been bitterly hostile to 
Islam and so ashamed was he now for the active part he had 
t,aken ag(l.inst the Muslims, that after turning a Muslim it was 
always with downcast eyes that he sat in the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). 
This is another evidence that the Qurai!:!h, on whose side ho had 
hitherto fought;, were guilty of aggression towards the Ho1y 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him), and 

it was a consciousness of guilty conduct that prevented him from 
looking the Holy Prophet in the face. His first words to the 

Holy Prophet were ;-'Verily, God ha.s chosen thee over us; and 
we indeed were sinners.' 'l1hese were the words which the 

brethren of Joseph had spoken to Joseph in Egypt, and Abu 

Sufi.an bin Harith by adopting the expression used by the sons 
of Jacob, admitted not only his own guilt, but that 0£ his brethren, 

the Quraish, and compared their transgression against the Holy 
Prophet to that of the brethern of ,Joseph against J useph. That the 

Quraish fought with the Holy Prophet in defence 0£ t,heir deities~ 
or, in other words, in order to stamp out Islam which threatened 

the very existence of their idols, and not in self-defence, as the 

Christians would have us believe, ie apparent from the lines Abu 
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Snfian bin Harith composed for recital before the Holy Prophet. 

The lines, translated into English, are as followers ;-

''By thy life, wl:ien I raised the standard, so that the 

standard of the Lat might overpower the standard of 

Muhn.mmad, 
I was like a bewildered wa,nderer in a dark night. 
But now the time has come tlrnt I should be guided. 

A guide has led me to the right path, and has guidecl 
me 

'fo God, one who1n I harassed in every way. 

This is only one of the numerous utterances which show t1iat 

the Quraish fought with the Muslims not beca.use the latter 
had been first to draw their sword against them, but because 
they wished to destroy Islam and maintain the glory of their 

gods. It was in the defence of their gods and not in their own 
defence that they fought t,he M nslims. 'I'he Dot; referred to in 
the above verses was one of the princip~1l gods of the Arabs. 

The march was made with such rapidity that within a 

single week the Muslim army was at Marr-al-Zuhran, only a 

single day's journey from Mecca. Here at night.fall, the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 

bade the army to kindle every one a fire on tlw heights above 
the camp, so that the Quraish, seeing the fire, might · be able 
to make an estimate; of the nnmber of the army and seeing 
resistance useless refrain from ofTcring battle. In the cvonino-

b' 
Abu Snfian, the Quraishite leader, accompanied by Hakim and 

Bodail, had come out of Mecca to reconnoitre. To their unspeak
able surprise, they saw ten thousand fires blazing in full sight 
on the mountain tops. While they were engaged in speculation 

as to who could have lighted those fires, and while Abn Sufian 
was saying, •So many fires and such a large army was never 

seen before,' a strange voice accosted Abu Sufi.an in the darkness 
of the night. It was the voice of Abbas, the Holy Prophet's 
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uncle, who, inspired like his illustrious nephew by a desire to 
savo the Quraish, had set out on the road to :Mecca on the Holy 
Prophet's mule, in search of a way-farer or wood-cutter in order 

to scud to the Quraish the news of the approaching army with an 

advice to oiler no resistance so that they might be saved from des

truction. He knew the clement nature of the Holy Prophet and 
was certain that if they even now sued for peace, their past trans
gressions which had now extended over a period of 21 years would 

all bo forgiven them by their merciful brother, and thus Mecca 
would be saved. He told Abu Su!ian that the fires which had 

puzzled him wore those of the :Muslim army which was iso largo 
that it was fruitless to offer it any resistance and that he would 
aisk his nephew to pardon him if he only wont with him to his 
tent. 'l'he Quraishite leader knew the mercifulness of the Holy 
Pruphet too well to miss the opportunity. Abbas seated him on 
the mule behind him and they were soon at the door of the Holy 

Prophet's tent. The Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings 

of God be upon him, said to his uncle, "Take him to thy tent, 

and in the morning come to me with him again." vVhen Abu 

l:::lufian was again in the presence of the Holy Prophet early fin 
the morning, tho Holy Prophet asked him, 'Hast thou not yet 
discovered that there is no God but the Lord alone'?' To this 

Abu Sufiau replied, Hl:[ad there been any god beside the Lord, 

he would have been of some avail to me." Here again I invite 
the attention of the Chriistian critics to ponder over the reply 
given by Abu Sufian. Why should the gods have been of some 
avail to him? vVhy was his faith now shaken in the heathen dei
ties. It was beci:1uso he had been fighting in the cause of his dei• 

ties. The object of his war with the :Muslims was no other than to 
crush Islam wbose sole aim was to wipe the idols out of existence. 
He had tried his utmost, but the deities for whose glory so many 
distinguished worshippers had shed their blood rendered not the 

1:Jlightest assistance to their votaries, and in spite of the untiring 

efforts of the image-wo1·shippers to protect their 860 god1.1J, the 
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God of Muhammad (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) had triumphed. A single God had vanquished a. 
host of gods. A single man had risen in Mecca, determined 

to put an e!ld to the very existence of the heathen gods, 
and tho.igh hosts of idol-worshippers, alarmed at the bugle-noto 
sounded by the solitary Prophet, .had risen to arms and ranged 

their united forces against him, yet the solitary preacher 
triumphed, and not only the numberless foes who had taken up 

the cudgels for their gods were worsted, hut even the numerous 

gods that filled the Holy ~remple of God were literaUy on the 
eve of being pulled down from their high pedestals. 11his 

shook the faith of Abu Sufian, as it did that of his compatriots, 

in tho power of their gods1 and when asked whether be had not 
yet discovered that there was no god but the Lord alone, he had 
the mortification to reply that if there had been gods beside, 
they would have been of some avail to him who had done so 
much to defend them. The reader will remem her tbat when 
Abu Sufian had marched forth to the field of Ohud, he had ta.ken 
with him some of his g0ds which were reverently placed in the 
centre of the army, and when the ba,ttlc wat:i ended, he cried, 
•Glory to Ozza! Glory to llobal ! Ozzn is oun;, it is not yours,' 
to which the .Muslims replied,' The Lord is ours, Ho is not 

yours!' In short, there is not the slightest doubt that the Quraish 
fought with the nfoslims, not to defend therrn,elves and 

their caravans against the aggressiont:; of the Muslims, as the 
Christians assert, but to blol; out Islam and exalt the dignity of 
their dcitie::i. 'l1hc ll uestion put by th o Holy Prophet (may 
peace nnd the blessings of God be upon him) and the answer of 
Abu Sufian both establish this conclusion. 

Tho Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 

upon him) said to Abu Sufian "'!'ell thy people that whoever 

taketh refuge in thy house shall be safe this day. Whoever 

closeth the door of his house shall be safe. Whoever enters the 

11recincts of the Ka'aba sh~ll be safe.'' 
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The Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 

FALL OF :MECCA, upon him) desired Abbas to make Abu 
Sufi.an take his stand on an eminence and 

watch the forces as they were being marshalled in their respec

tive columns. So, sto.nding by Abbas, • Abu Sufian watched 
with astonishment the different clans, each defiling into its 

proper place with the tla,g given to their leader by the Holy 

Prophet. One aft;cr another the various tribes were pointed out 

by name, until there passed by them a black mass, each warrior 

beinO' clad from head to foot in dark mail. " ·what is this 
b 

dark mass," asked Abn Snfia,n in auHi.zernent, '' with ohining 
lances.'' "It is the chivalry of Mecca. and Medina,'' replied 

Abbas, "the chosen band that guards the pereon of the Holy 

Prophet." "' 'I'ru ly," exclaimed Abu Sufian, " this kingdom 
of thy nephew is a mighty kingdom." '' Nay, Abu Sufi.an, 

ho is more than a king; he a is mighty Prophet." "Yes, 

thou saycst truly.'' Having said this, he hurried to the city 

and as he entered it, he cried at the top of his voice '' Ye 

Quraish, Muhammad is close upon us. He ha!5 an army 
which you have no power to withstand. Whosoever entereth 

my house shall be safe this day. Whoever shutteth the door of 

his house shall be safe. Whoever entereth the Holy House shaH 
be safe.'' At t11is, his own wife, Hind, daught,er of Otha, 
adva,nced towards him, aud siezing him by the moustaches, 
exclaimed, "' Kill this bulky, lubberly follow; 110 is a.n evil mes

::;ongcr of his people.'' 'Let not this woman deceive you, for 

there has come to yoll what you a.re not able to withstand.' At 

this all fled to their homes and shut upon themselves their doors. 

The Army vvas now marching on Mecca. At last tho city 

burst upon the view, but no army appeared in sight. It was 

now apparent that the Muslims had to meet with no opposition. 
So great was the joy of the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) that he at once fell prostrate 

on the back of his camel in token of his gratitude, and offered 
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up thanksgiving to the Lord. The force was divided into four 
divisions, and each division was to approach the city from a 

clifforent qna.rter. '11 his was a wise prec:1ntion for if one division 
met with opposition, one of t,he other divisions would be ready 

to take the enerny in the rear. To these divisions, he gave strict 

orders not to fight except in the last extremity, nor to offer 
violence to any one. 'rlie band of the citizens of Medina was 

led by Sad. As he approached the city, he began to recite, 
"To-day is the day of slaughter. '11hcro is no safety this day 

for Mecca." Hearing this warlike song, the Holy Prophet (ma,y 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) took the banner 

from his hand and gave it to his son, Qais. The different divi
sions entered t,he city unopposed, except the division under 

Khalid, to which a slight resistance was offered by a small party 
of the Quraish, led by Safwan, Suhail and Ikrima, son of Abu 
Jahl. These were, however, soon put to Hight by Khalid. 
vVhile this fight was going on, the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him) happened to cross au 
eminence and his eyes c:wght the gleaming swords on the other 
side of the city. ""What!'' he cried in anger, '• did I not strictly 
command that there should be no fighting." On learning the 
cause, he said, "':I.1hat which the Lord decreeth is the best.'' 

'.I.1he conquest of the city was now accomplished almost 
without bloodshed and the abused, rejected and exiled Prophet 

was now the lord of Mecca. '' Wilt thou not alight at thine 
house," asked his followers. '' Not so,i' replied he, "for have 
they left rue yet any house in the city?'' 

I leave the reader here to reflect on the events just related, 
till I return to the subject in the next issue, if God will. 
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The Vedas. 
A writer in the Vec1ic Magazine spen.ldng of the need of 

revelation observes :-••Man is by nature imperfect. The pri• 
mordial root of all true knowledge is the Supreme God. He 
alone is perfect, Omniscient, and all-Intelligence. 'rlrns it is that 
on account of our imperfections we are always in need of 'more 

light.' And with all our scienco8, philosophies and arts, we are 

:it fast obliged to say : 'Thy word is the light of my path.' " So 
far the writer speaks like a Muhammadan. But it appears 
st,range, t,lrn.t in spite of such beliefs, the Arya Samajists believe 
that God did not reveal His wW to any body save the ancient 
-1·iNht8 of Arya V artni. Tlio writer in t,he Vedic Magazine, how• 

ever~ seems to take a less intolerant attitude t°'rnrds other 
books claiming to be revealed than his fellow.Samajists. The 
Arya Samajic view, as fa.r as we know, is that the Vedas 
n.rc the only revealed books that God vouchsnfed to the world 
and tlrnt all other books claiming to be revealed are fabrications 
of man and all the prophets that had the misfortune to appear 
in lands ot,her than Arya Varta were impostors. Referring to 

the Arya Samajic view of the divine origin of the Vedas, the 
writer tiays : "Here the Samaj seems to have assumed a dogmatic 
aspect. For although revelation mighti be a, human necessity, 
it may yet be questioned in some quarters as to why the Vedas, 

rmd r.ot any other of the so many books existing, be regarded as 
revealed. This is a disputed point, a.nd so long as all the rival 
books-t,he Vedas, the Bible and the Quran co-exist on earth, it 

will remain so. It is an abstruse point as well." Though the 
writer rega.rd.s the question as difficult to set-tle, yot his co-re
ligionist,s rega,rd it as a settled point. rrllG Arya Sarnaj, as a body, 
has never doubted that the Vedas are the only scriptures which are 
revealed. The writer, however, does not seem to be prepared to 
endorse this doctrine of the Arya Samaj, and declares the ques

tion as an abstruse one, i.e., as one which it is difficult to settle. 
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But a Muhammadan fails to see the difficulty which has so puzzled 

our writer. 'J.1he Holy Qnran expressly teaches that the prophets 

of God were raised among all nations. For instance, it says: 

J~jj t4~,; ll~ 11 J :{.,.o ! l:.I'° i.:J ) ..,, ,i,.c., "'l'here is not a people but 

there has passed among them a ,varner.'' 'l1his shows that just 

as prophets appeared in other countries, they must have been 

raised in India, n,nd therefore ,1, lVIuslim has no reason to deny 

that the Vedas were originally revealed. And if they contain 

any teaching which is not in consonance with the teachings of 
the prophets of God, such as the doctrine of Niyoga which 
requires a husband to bid his wife to have sexual intercourse 

with strangers ii: ho himself is unable to produce children, it may 

he put down as the handiwork of man. The Holy Quran requires 
its followers to respect and honour all the prophets of the world, 
no matter in what;evcr land they appeared. 'l1he difficul~y which 
perplexes our writee has its source in the doctrine 0£ the Arya 
Samaj thn.t Arya Varta is the only hrncl which was favoured by 
God with revelation. But the absurdity of the doctrine is appa
rent,. In earlier times, there being little intercoun,c between 

the people of difl:ercnt countries, the people of one country hardly 
knew what was going on in other countries. rrhis nccessitatetl the 
raising of different prophets in different lands, as the Holy Quran 
teaches. 'l111e V cda,s were not well known even to the people of 
India, let alone th~ inhabitants of di:stant countries. rl'hereforo 

they could not be meant as a guidance for all the world. 'l'he 
most wonderful thing is that even in these days, when the na

tions of the earth have become like one people, the Vedas are 
litt,le read even by thier own followers. 'l1he Arya Samajists, who 
profess to lrnvc undertaken the task of pr0aching the Vedas to 

the nations of the earth, have themselves litt,le access to the 
treasures said to have been locked up in the sacrc:d Vedas. 'l'he 
t,hird tene1; of the A.rya Samaj puts it down as •the paramount 

duty of m,ery Arya to learn and teach Veda, to hear it read a.nd 
to recite it to others,' bn~ in spite 0£ this injunction, there are 
very few Aryas who have the good fortune even to have a look 
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ab a copy of the Veda. Compare with this the following state
ment of C. W, Archbold in an American paper: "The comment 
is often passed by travellers in Muhammadan countries tba.tl 
adherents of the Moslem faith seem more devotedly attached to 
the Koran than Christians are to the Bible. My information has 
been that in mosques and Moslem schools I have visited nothing 
is studied but the Koran. This, as I understand, is true of the 
Mohammedan University at Cario where, as one writer describes 
it, one may sec 'two acres of turbans' assembled in a vast enclo
sure with no floor but a pavement, and a roof over it supported 
by 4.00 columns, and at the foot of every column a teacher sur
rou11ded by his pupils." Professor Noldeke writing in the 
Encyclopaedia llritannica says that the Quran is 'the most widely 
rvad book in existence,' and one may say with equal truth that 
the Veda is the least read book in the world. In short, there 1s 
nothing more absurd than to believe that God confined His 
revelation to the V cdas, which are one of the obscurest things in 
the world, so much so that they arc little read even by their most 
ardent followers, the Arya Samajists. The only reasonable belief is 
the Muslim belief that God has not been partial to any one people, 
and that He raised His messengers among all peoples. And we say 
with just pride that of all the scriptures of the world, the Holy 
Quran is the only book which contains this teaching and enjoins 
its follower!" to take a, tolerant attitude towards other reliisions. 
'11his is the reason that we cannot abuse the prophets or scrip
tures of any people as the Arya Samajists do. On the other 
hand, we respect and honour all. \Vo believe that as formerly 
one nation was separated from other nations by insurmountable 
barriers, it was not practicable to ra.ise one prophet for the whole 
world and to send oue book for all the nations of the earth, but 
as at the advent of the Holy Prophet of Arabia (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) these barriers had begun to 
be removed and the time had come for all the nations of the 
earth to be united into one nation, God raised a prophet for all 
the world and a11 the ages to come and sent a perfect Book for 
all the nations of the earth. It is not we that a<l vance this claim; 
thi~ claim was advanced by the Holy Prophet himself. The 
Holy Quran says in explicit terms that it is a complete law tor all 
times and tlmt the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) is the prophet for all nations. 'l'he Holy 
Quran says : '" Vv e have not sent thee but as a ,,ne1·cy to the 
wo'tld8'' (xxi? 108). Again, "Sav, '0 men, I am the Apostle of 
God unto you all''' (vii, 158). Again, '' vVc have not sent thee 
but to men 9e,ne1-•ally.'' (xxxiv, 128). Again, the Holy Quran 
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claims completeness for itself. It says : '' 'l'o-day is perfected for 
you your religion and completed upon you is my favour, and I am 
pleased for you to have Islam for a religion.'' This is one of the 
verses revealed towards the close of the Holy Prophet's ministry. 
The Holy Prophet lmay peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) gave a practical proof of the universality of his mission by 
despatching letters to the potentates of the ne~ghbouring countries 
inviting them to accept Islam. Of all the scriptures of the world, 
the Holy Quran is the only book which claims the law to have 
been consummated in it. It claims to embody in itself all the 
truths that are to be found scattered in the different books of the 
world. Thus it says of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) "An Apostle of God rmLding pure 
pages (i. e., the Holy Qnran) wherein a?'e 1right ,c;eriptiwes.'' 
(xcviii, 2). Again, "God wishes to explain to you and to gu,i,de 
yon into the ordinances of those who were before you." (iv, :,I). 
'rhese claims of perfection and universality that are advanced in 
the foregoing verses are not ad vauced by any other book. Do 
the V odas anywhere lay claim in plain word8 either to perfection 
or to universality as the Holy Quran does, or does the Bibk or 
any other scripture do so ? As long as the books themselves do 
not claim to be both perfect and universal, it is an idle boast on 
the part of their followers to claim either perfecti.on or univor-
1Jality for them. They were meant for particular people of a 
particular age, and the instructions contained in them were 
adapted to the particular circumstances of the particular people. 

The Veda8 may at best be compared to the A. B. C. of 
divine rnvclation and it is a fruitless task to make any attempt 
to drag them out of the dark corner of obscurity. How can 
the world repose its hopes in .1 book with which even the most 
zealous of its so-called :followers have little acquaintance. 'l1hey 
have nothing in their hands, save a fow quota,tiorrn from the 
Vedas embodied in the Satyarth Prakash of J:>andit Daya N and. 
An Arya writer bears testimony to this. He says in a later 
article in the said magazine'" Not to speak of competent Arya 
teacr.ers for teaching English and western sciences, even Arya 
Sanskrit Pundits for teaching the Veda,s and the Shast,ras are 
rare . . . . . . . There is a painfo 1 dearth of Sauskri t scholars 
among us. We have cone nothing to advance the cause of 
Vedic scholarship. vVe have cried long and loud, perhaps more 
than was good for us, we have fought and foiled our foes, our Logic 
has proved unanswerable, our impassioned eloquence has moved 
the hearts even of our opponents .•.. We have dazzled the world 
with 1he grandeur of our work (the reade1·s will please pardon me 
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for reprC"ducing these boastful words, Editor, R.R.). But the one 
thing which we have not done is that we have made no arrange
ments for the study of the Vedas on system[Ltic and scientific 
lines. European savants and their Indian disciples are ·working 
havoc with the interpretation of the Vedic verses. We sec and 
sorrow for the mischief, but am helpless to undo its effects. They 
twist and torture the Vedic words and wring out of them the 
sense most suited to their purpose. We gaic hclplcs:;]y on tho 
distressing and humiliating scene, but there 'tls uo orw ,auwnyst 
w, lo nlim· £L tvo1·cl of zJrotc;:;t in dcf cnec of ow· .-:;acrcrl book8. 
\Ve claim that the Vedas were rcvcO.lcd when man first began 
to tread the virgin earth. Bnropea.u schoh.1rB pronounce this 
to bo absurd and childish. \Vo claim thn,t libo Vedas contain 
the germs of all sciences. European Sunskiritisl,s b.ugh at this 
and tell us !;hat our Vedas conttLin only songs of praise sung in 
honour of the deified forces of rn1t11re by Arya 8hcphords and 
farmers, or rules for sacrificing animals and even men to pro
pitiate them. I have to admit it with shame that we have no 
Pundits amongst us len.rned enough in the canons of Vedic 
interpretation and well-versed enough in western sciences to 
repudiate these charges ..... - 'l1liat we are wholly unprepared 
for this contest at the present moment goes without saying ...• 
We lalh uf l'alluinr; the u:lwle o/ '!Wlnkind round the banner of 
the 1lcdfo fa-ith. It apJJears to me to be an empty boast. More 
than 25 years have elapsed since the founder of the Arya Samaj 
relinquished this mortal coil, but hi spite of owr boisterous and 
boai'ltfvl lalh, ·1t:c hau, fa'tlcd to give cm impetus t;o U1n st1,1dy 
of tl,e l'eda.c; and tlic ShastPas. Our learned men have not 
been able to bring out a single masterly commentary on any of 
the Vedas or the Shastras ..... Some of them start with a pre
conceived theory of their own and they try their utmost to make 
the matter in hand accord with it at any cost. .If tl1crc 't8 m;en 
t:lw slightest cluincc of explaining a te;ct in a way that ,,.,r,,il.l fit 
in with tJwh· thcor!f, tlw.11 tcill tu:ist and tortu'J'G the 1co'rcl.<;; and 
·will wring ont of thmn tJw meani~7:J which they de.siTc nwsf; l,o 

,1•ca<l ·inf,o them. Anrl 'When f;/tey Jincl any 'Verse so ,inco1·rigible 
that; ,if. 'lt:'ill not yield f;o tJwfr· yoke tlicy zJronouncc il; lo be 
an int1Tz10lat,ion ,without the lea8t hm,il:atfon. In giving a 
physi<ml interpretation of a Mantra, our Pandit,s always try to 
prove t,hat the Vedas contain tihe basic principles of all sciences, 
and, therefore, they are never tired of showing that every 
Mantra, in which the word water, fire, or air, ct.c., occurs, 
describes ~mme hidden property of that object .•. , . The result! 
is simply deplorable. 'l'heir explanations are often so out of 
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place and jejune that one puts down the book in disgust and 
comes to entertain a not very high opinion of the Vedas." 

The above is a sad but true picture of the attempt the 
Arya Samaj is making to revive the Vedas and 'rally the wholo 
of mankind round the banner of the Vedic faith.' The Arya 
Samaj does not accept the translation of the Vedas made by 
European and oven Indian scholars that have the ill-luck not 
to belong to the cult of Pundit Daya Nand and rejects their 
rendering as untrustworthy, but the pity is that its own Pundits 
are 'helpless' and cannot give the world the true explanation 
of tho Vedas. And when they make any attempt to explain 
8omc verses, they do not do the work hone8tly and try to read 
into them mc.:mings which they do r..ot convey. "What light can 
tho world expect from such exponents of the Vedas? If the 
translations by Western Sanskiritists and the explanations by 
the orthodox Hindus are not reliable, what means are there to 
know that the Samajic explanations of the Vedas are true and 
trustworthy. Judging from the Samajic point of view, the 
world is una,ble even to understand the Vedas; and its own 
Pundits arc not trustworthy authorities, and yet unfortunately 
for the world the Veda is the only book sent by God for the 
guidance of mankind-a book which for centuries has remained 
unopened and which even now is practically a sealed book. By 
the by, it must be remembered that in 'torturing' the Vedic 
verses, the Pundits of the Arya Samaj only follow the lead of 
Pundit Daya Nand who did exactly what the writer imputes to 
the Pundits ofto-day. 

A remarkable proof of the Holy Quran being now the only 
book for the guidance of the world is to be found in the fa,ot 
thu,t the languages in which all other scriptures ar0 said to have 
boen revealed arc now llcatl, and the only revealed book whoso 
language is still a living language il-; the Holy Quran. 'fhc 
revealed books whose language God has caused to die are dead 
books now anci are not meant by God to be followed, while the 
book whose language is still a living language is now the only 
book which the wor1c1 has to follow. Sanskrit is now a dead 
language and, therefore, the Veda is also a dead book, and if it is 
impossible to breathe life into the dead, it is equally impossible 
to broathc life into the V cdas. 
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