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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
VoL. VIII.) OCTOBER, 1909. (No. 10. 
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,~. ;.CJ ) 6.J )"" J 1...51.c WJ..aj _, ~ .J.o.si.j 

The Attitude of the Arya Samaj 
to~Nards other religio11s. 

E7ery body who car0s to read the rollgious literature of the Arya 
Samaj or who h[ts happened to sec a Smnajic preacher address 
a public meeting will attest the popular opinion that abusive
ness constitutes the prominent characteristic both of the Samajic 
literature and the Samajic lectures. 'l1he followers of the 

chief religions of India, the orthodox Hindus, the Christians 
and the Muslims comphin with one voice of the virulent and 
vulgar attacks of the Samaj on every thing that is held sacred 

by them. Invectives are hurled at the followers of other religi
ons not only in writing and speeches bat also in devotional 

hymns which are sung from the pbtform by boys and girls. 
This practice is, no doubt, suicidal, and it has become so wide

spread that some of the more sensible friends of the Samaj seem 
to lrn,ve been alarmed n.t its growth. To what extent this 
epidemic rages in the Samn.j will become apparent from the 

following testimony of the Samajic writer whom I quoted in my 

uote on the Vedas in the last issue. He, writing in a recent 
issue of the V edic Magazine, sa,ys : ~'Our name is identified not 
only by our foes, but al50 by many of our friends with all that 

is dogmatic, intolerant and arrogant. The language which we 
use towards our adversaries and. their creeds is not at all 
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edifying. We are ready to cro8s swords wit,h any body and 
every body. A mere boy, barely out of his teens, hardly know• 
ing the three R's and with no experience of men and the world, 
railing against and reviling the master minds of the world such 
as Shankra, Buddha, Christ, etc., is not a rare sight among us. 
Our newspapers are not only the graves of the reputation of 
those who differ from us in matters religious, they are the 
sepulchres of the good name of our own co-religionists and friends. 
VVe know how to exaggerate the petty foibles of others into 

grave moral delinquencies. We are past masters in the art of 
painting our adversaries black and raising their mere frailties 
to the dignity of heinous sins. Our speakers love nothing morJ 
than to satirise the beliefs of the followers of other religions in 
highly objectionable and often vulgn.r language. That lecturer is 
considered successful among us who can make his audience hold 
their sides wit,h laughter at the cost of the most cherished and 
most sacred beliefs of others. All our wit and humour consists in 
holding up other faiths to ridicule. And this we are pleased to 

call plain-speaking. Even our writers of whom we should expect 
bctber things debase themselves by pandermg to the low tastes 
of the masses. The same defect which mars our speeches is 
presen~ in our 1 iterature. Take up any periodical issued by 
Ary:=i. Samajists, and you are sure to find the editor and the 
correspondents engaged in the disgraceful business of washing 
other people's dirty linen in the public. Our so-called Bhajani. 
(dc:votional songs) are for the most part a string of abusive 
words containing wanton and un-called for attacks on the 
religions beliefs and institutions of the Hindus Muhammadans 

. ' ' 
and Cl1ristians. Instead of raising the soul with the help of 
music to the contemplation of ihe most High, they drag it 
down to grovel and wallow in the mire of hatred and ill-will. 
Their authors are too proud or too ignorant to observe the rules 
of Prosody, and I shall call him a genius who can scan them 
• , • , • , . , , They serve to excite our Iow pa9sions and to 
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estrange the sympathies and embitter the feelings of the non

Arya Samajists towards us. They have taken such a firm hold 

on us that they have become almost indispensiblo for the 
success of our anniversaries. And according to the well-known 

law of supply and demand, Bhajan books have stuffed our 
bookstalls and have stifled all other literature. The p:1ssion 

for Bhajans has C}tllcd into existence a number of Bhajan Mandlis, 

which visit our meetings and instill the venom of hatred into 

the minds of the hearers. We have become slaves to this vicious 

craving to such an extent that we ha.ve lost all sense of pro
priety and decency. We are not aebamed to make our boys 

and girls sing the bbajans and to exr,ol this breach of the rule 

in which Manu absolutely forbids the students to sing and play 

on the musical instruments. Ko doubt it is a pretty sight to 
see our son':l :wd danghters nm.king a 1:,how of their cleverness, 
and many 11arcnts lovo this sight extremely.~' 

The above quotation from a pla.iu-spoken Samajic writer 

will show how rotten to the corn i5 t,he wh,,lc body of the Samaj. 

'l'ho high and t.ho low, t,lrn young and t11c old, the lecturer and 

the writer, tlrn cdiLor at1d the corrcspondl:llt,, the leaders and the 

masses and even the juve11il0 population, Luth male and female, 

are all afTlicted with the disoa,sc. Hatred of others, particularly 

the Christians and the Muslims, permeates this 'purely philan

thropic association.' 'l'he carping at other/,, iias got a firm bold 

on them, and so t:itrong is their passiou fur reviling others thab 

the most violent writings anJ the most frenzied speeches are 

no longer regarded as sufficiently wide channels for the flow of 
their souls aml they have taken to satirisi~g others in verse, 

and songs breathing hatred aud calumny are sung from the 
platform by tr.wir students (b?ys :wd girls) to the great satis

faction of their eldon,. rl'he meetings when: the audience are 

not entertained with a repast of versified invective are regarded 

as unsuccessful and the proceedings thereof as tame and dull. 
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And so great is the demand for these cartoons in halting verse 
that they ' have stuffed the bookstalls and stifled all other 
literature of the Samaj.' 

The writer in the Vedic Magazine deplores in mournful 

accents this insatiable passion of his fellow Samajists for feeding 

on the master-minds of other religions, and even proposes to 
suggest in a future article remedies for the cure of this cancer, 
which is working havoc on the body of the Samaj. But no 

remedy is efficacious unless it removes the root-cause of the 
discaoc, rrhorcfore it is high time for the well-wishers of the 
Arya Samaj to try to find out the source of the evil and save 
their Samaj from untimely death by tearing out with a relent• 
less hand the root of the disease wherever they find it. The 
plague is raging most fiercely in the S::i.maj and it is idle to 
expect that the mere external application of a medicine will 
stamp it out. If the friends of the Samaj really desire to rid 
the Samaj of this pest, they should make up their mind to 
strike at the root of it. 'J'he current is now too strong for any 

om bankment. If the f:ihepherds of the Samajie fold do not 
like to see their flock swept awa.y by the current, let them seek 
out the source of the stream rmd try to fill up the fount.ain
head with sand-bags if possible. 'l'he root- cause of the evil lies 

in the Samaj itself, but as men are often blind to their own 
faults, it is not surprising that the Sarnajic leaders have not yet 
discovered it. Or if they have discovered it, they are perhaps 
afraid to interfere with it. The cam,e of the evil lies in what 
is held very sacred by the Samaj and they may deem it as 
sacrilege to apply a surgeon's knife to it with the object of 
cutting off the rotten limb. The root of Lhe mi::;chief lies in

the name may come as a shocK to many-the Satyarth Prakash, 

tht' Bible of the Arya. Samaj. 'l'he evil which, as the writer in 
the Vedic Magaiiuc complains, has grown to such appalling 

proportions had its birth in the sacred book which Daya Nand, 

the fouuder of the Saroaj, left as a legacy to his followers. It 



1909.) THE ATTITUDE OF THE ARYA S,UrfAJ 'l'OWARDS OTHER 413 
RELIGIONS. 

was Pundit Daya Nand himself who sowed the seed, and if the 

seed has now grown into a big thorny tree, to the great alarm 

of the more sensible friends of the Sama,j, it is Daya Naud 

himself who is to blame. In order to verify the truth of my 
statement, the reader need only turn to the last two chapters 

of the Samajic Bible, which deal with Christianity and Islam 

respectively. He will fiind, to his great surprise, that the Samaj

iSts, whose conduct our writer so strongly condemns, have been 
only too faithfully following in the footsteps of their leader. If 
the reader reads through the last two chapters of the book.., he 
will find th~t Daya. N :10d did exactly what our writer so strongly 

condemns the Samajists for, and that it is from his Satyarth 

that the Samajists have imbibed the spirit of cavilling at all 
that is held sacred by the followers of the other creeds. In the 

Satyarth, he takes up the verses of the Bible and the Holy 
Quran one after another and holds them up to ridicule. His 
criticism of Christianity and Islam is a long caricature and his 

style is throughout vulgar and jocular and sometimes even 
obscene. A fow quotations pieked up at random from his 
chapters on Ohristia.nity and Ldam will suffice to bear out the 

truth of 1.ny sta,t,emcnts. rrhey are taken from an English 

tr::1nslation of the Sa.tyarth Prakash by Mr. Durga Prashad, 

preacher of tho V edic faith. 'l'he following are some of the 
obs0rvations whic.:h Pundit Daya Naud makes with regard to 
the G-od of the Bible-

( a.) How can His votaries not eat cows, calves and other 

animals, whose G-od eats the flesh of a calf. (page 
0160). 

(b.) It is evident that there is a ;::ompany of wild men whose 
chief is called the God of the Bible (page 461). 

(c.) Look at the mjschief of the God of Christians (page 
461). 

(d.) The God of the Christians is a flesh-eater (page 465), 
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(e.; Bravo, Moses and God are good follows indeed! (page 

466.) 

(f.) It is plain that the God of the Christians was some 

mount;aineer who lived on a hill. He set np him

self as God among these barbarians (page 467). 

(g.) Rather He is a flesh eater and like a juggler (page 
477). 

(h.) From this account it appears that there must be some 

clever barbarian who settled in a mountain and 
declared himself to be God. The ignorant &avages 

accepted him as such (page 4G8). 

(L) The God of the Christians is the -ver!J devil of devifa 
(page 483). 

(j.) Now tell us whether the face of your God is white like 
that of a European or black likt:, that of an African, 
etc., (page 491 J • 

(k.) '' The Leader of the robbers," (page 488) The God 
of the Christians does not sleep at night ; if he 
sleeps, how can they worship him at night ? He 

must lose his sleep. If he wakes clay and night, 

he will be distracted and very sickly (page 485 )· 

Observe the following remarks of Daya Nand with respect 
to Jesus Christ-

( a.) It is evident that Christ preached a religion to 

entrap people as fishes in a net to obtain his object. 

When such was the case with Christ, it is no wonder 

that the modern missionn.rics should catch ptoi,le 
in their net (page 472). 

(b.) '\Vell, if he had a little share of knowledge, why 
should he have uttered so entirely barbarous a gibber 
(page 476). 
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(c.) 'Possessed child-like understanding'' (page 476). 

(d.) Christ believed the kingdom of God to be in somtl 
count,ry (47G). 

(e.) He behaved like a man of barbarous habits (page 
477). 

(f.) Glory to you, Christ,! (p~tge 477). 

(g.) '~An ignotant barbarian'' (page 478). 

(h.) 'But whence could Christ get that sense without 

the attainment of knowledge (page 480). 

(i.) "Efo showed mueh cleverness, hacking, hewing, 

breaking, splitting being his dnty'' (page 482). 

(_i.) ''He is i-imply arrogant who calls himself to be the 
wn.y. &e" (page 48:J). 

Mark t,h0 gross obscenit,y of the following passages~-

(1; ,) ''Now think how Sarah conceived after liis (God's) 
visiting her. Is there any other canse of pregnancy 
than Sn.rah and God. It appears that Sarah con
ceived by the grnce of God." (page 461). 

(b.) "What a great doctor is he (God of the Christians) ! 
Wlrnt; were the im,traments and ffi(~dicines to open 

the wombs of wurnen which he employed ?'' (page 

'.1:63). 

<c.) "Since the Goel of the Christians was a wrestler of 
the cock-pit, he showed his grace by giving sons to 
Sarn.h nnrl Rakhel.'' (page 4•6"1i). 

(d.) 'Hollo, Christ got a nice wife in heaven. He must 
be enjoying conjugal pleasures.' (page 420). 

r c.) "God mn.y fall in lnve wi t1'l. t.he women," (page 497). 

Note the vulgarity and coarseness of the following further 
remarks about Christianity.-
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(a.) Speaking of Prophet Jacob, he says, ''Look at these 
acts of savages.'' (page 4G3). 

(b.) ''The Bible is replete with wicked teachings." 

(page 467). 

(c.) 'Ignorant men and savages.' 'J.1hcse words are used 

with regard to Christians, (page 471). 

(d.) 'Ignorance and folly'' (of Christ). 

(~.) 'There may be devils (if there be devils) who made 

this book of the Christians' ('i.e., St .. J ohu's Gospel) 

(page 483). 

(j,) "John and others were all barbarians" (page 485). 

The above quotations are sufficient to enable the reader to 

form an idea n.bont the st,yle aud tone of tho Founder of Arya 

Samaj's criticisms. I will, however, a,dd a few more quotations 

from his caricature of Lslam, in order to show that what is true 

of his remarks about Christiat1ity is more true of his remarks 
about Ishun. 

The following is Daya Nand's represutatiou of the God of 

Ish1m.-

(a.) ''Arrogant,'' (pn,gc 495) 

(b.) 'Ignorant' (page 408) 

(c) 'Like, a stiff-necked worldly man.' (page 49-9). 

(d.) 'Can God eat another Goel? 

(e.) 

(f.) 

(g.) 

Cn.n He die of His own a.::.cord? 

Can He be ignorant, sick a.ml foolish?' 

'A procurer: ( pri.gc 50 5). 

"'l'he God of the M nssalmans acts like Satan, 

(page 509). 

(h.) 'The Satan of Satans.'' (page 510). 
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(i.) 'Can not Goel hear without calling? Is He deaf? 

(page 512) 

(j.) He is not a God but a jockey. (page 513). 

(k.) 'An idiot' (page 514.J. 

( l.) •He has become despised in the eyes of the wise and 
the virtuomi' (page 514 ). 

(m.) 'An unjust, partial, and illiterate sot' {page 5lf.i). 

(n.) 'Wicked,' (page 524) 

(o.) 'Hearken to the hobble de hoy's tittle tattle.' {page 
527). 

(p.) 'Untruthful' (pa.gc 532), ''l'he major domo and 
factorum of Muha,mmad's house' (page 532). 

Is it possible for a man, no matter however depraved he 

may be, to utter more shocking abuse than that which I have 
quoteu above from the sacred pages of Daya Nand's 'Light of 

Truth'? I wished to give more specimens of the great Reformer's 

sweet language, but they are so shocking to a Muhammadan 

that I cannot reproduce them here. 1'hc only impression a 

perusal of the two chapters referred to above makes on the mind 

of an impartial reader is that of pnrc contempt for the book and 
ir,s aut,hor. Now, this is the book which is placed in the hands 
of every st,nJont that joins n. Vedic school or a college. The re• 

sn1t is tha,t they learn to hate Islam and look upon the followers 

of that religion as 'barbarians.' Hence it is that even the urchins 

of the Sa.ma.j a,re often seen 'rniling ag:1inst and reviling the master 
minds of the world.' The Samajic preachers an.I writers deem 

it th,;ir duty to prove that what their lea11er wrote about Islam 

and other religions is tr'.lO ancl this leads tht>m to heap abuse 
upon ,~buse. ~ \V hen the king permits himself to take an egg 
unla,wfully', eays a Persian saying, •his followers roast a thoui,aod 

cocks on the spit,' Hence it is that now the whole of the Samajic 
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literature is deluged with the abuse of the holy personages of'the 

world, as the writer in the V edic Magazine testifies. There is 
not the slightest doubt that it was Daya Nand who planted the 

poisonous tree, which has now sent out its branches in all 

directions and which has choked the soil of the Samaj with 
its thorns, and eve.ry just-minded man who will rea.d through 
the last two chapters of the book will bear u. ready testimony 

to the truth of this statement. 

The pity is that his comments on the verses of the Bible and 

the Holy Quran not only form an unbroken string of vituperation 
and railery and, to borrow his own expression, ~beat buffoons into 
shade' but they also do not reveal any depth of mind. They are 
hollow and shallow from beginning to end. The most amusing 
part of his criticism is that which deals with the book of Reve

latum. He takes the visions of John literally and then triumph
antly proceeds to build on it the superstructure of comment. 
One or two instances will suffice to !i!how how both ludicrous and 
vulgar his comments on the Book of Revelation are-

(a.) On page 488, he qnotes Rev. XIV, 1, which runs thus-

,, And I looked and lo! a Lamb stood on the 
mount Sion, and with him an hundred and forty-four 
thousand, having bis Father's name written on 
their foreheads." Now mark the comment which 
Daya Naud makes on this passage. ''The Christian~,'' 
says he, "should go to mount Sion and see if there is 
the Father ofChrist and his army. If they are found 
there, this writing is true; but if not, it is false, If 
he came there, whence did he come? If it be said 
that he and his army came down frum heaven, are 
they birds that snch a large army flies up and down.'' 

(b.) Again on page 489, he comments on t,he following passage 
of the Rewelation :-Let us r,ejoice for the m~rriage 
of the Lamb is com~ and his wife hat,h made herself 
ready'' (Rev. xix, '/}. Commenting on this passage 
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Daya Nand remarks: '~It may be asked who his 

father• in-law, mother-m-law, brother-in-law and other 
relatives were? How many children were born to him 
(Mark the obscenity of what follows. Ed., R. R.) 
The loss of energy decreaseth etrength, understanding 
valour, life and other qualities. TheMfore Christ 
must have left his decayed body there by this time. 

For an object produced from the union of others must 
undergo disunion.'' In the concluding sentence, there 

is a covert attack on the birth of Jesus. 

I give below a few extracts from his comments on the versefi 
of the Holy Quran in order to show that his comments are 
throughout shallow, ridiculous and oven vulgar-

(a.) Commenting on the well known verse of the Holy 
Quran, Lln tue name of God, the most Compassionate 

and Merciful,' with which every chapter of the Holy 
Qurn.u begins, he observes :•-"The expression is 
doubtful. Are the sins of theft, adultery, lying and 
other vices to be beg1111 with the name of God ?" 

(b.) Commenting on t11e verse 'lfighL in the way of God 
against; those that fiaht against you,' the philosophical 
Pundit argues as follows :-''Is theft to be returned 
for theft? Shall we commit theft to rttaliate for the 

harm the thieves do us ?'' Excellent reasoning ! To 
fight in self-defence is, in the eyes of Lhis follower of 

the Veda, like returning theft with tboft. Trans
gressors, according to him, should not be punished, 
for to inflir.t pnnishme::t on an offender is itself 
transgression jn the eyes of the learned Founder of 
the Arya Samnj. But he forgets that he has himself 

written a long chapter on war and the reader will sec 

from the quotations which I will give later on wha~ 
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kind of Jchad our learned Pundit preaches in that 
chapter. He says on page 507: 1 He who sanctions 
war, breaks peace' ; but it is strange that t,he pl'o
mulga.tor of this strange doctrine himself sanctions 
war of the most treacherous type in chapter VI of his 
book. It is curious to note that the Holy Quran 
sanctioned war only when the enemy took the 
initiative, but Pundit Daya Nand has sounded a note 
of war at a time when perfect peace reigus in the 

land and when the children of Arya Varta are enjoy
ing a peace which they never enjoyed before. 

Commenting on the verse ~ Verily God will not 
wrong any one even the weight of an ant or a mite, 
and if it be a good actiou, He will increase it,' the 
Swami observes, 'If God does not do even a mite 
of injustice, why does He double a good deed? He 
says elsewhere that forgiveness is also injustice. 
The Swami's God can neither pardon a sin, no 
matter however much one may cry to him for 
forgiveness, nor can he give more than one actually 
deserves, for to do so makes him unjust. The 
only quality which the Swami's God seems M 
possess is iron justice and all other noble attributes 
are disclaimed by him beca. use they interfere with 
his favourite attribute of justice. He knows no 
mercy for mercy will make him unjust. The 
greatest fault which the Swami finds with the 
Muslim God is that He is described as Forgiving 
and Merciful. 

Reviewing the verse ~They (i.e., the infidels) atbribube 
daughters unto God ; far be it from Him,' the logical 
Swami observes ;-''What ,vitl God do with daugh
ters? It is man that has daughters. Why are 
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daughters and not sons attributed to God? What 
is the canse of attributing daughters to God? Tell it 
if you know." Does the reader see any sense in 
the above comment? Has it any bearing on the 
verse which the Pundit has selected for review ? 
One fails to see what he meant by putting these 
queistions to the M.uslims. Is it they who attribute 

daughters to God? The above comment leads one 
to suspect that the Pundit was not in his senses 
when he wrote it. 

'rhe foregoing extracts from his comments on tho Holy 
Quran will suffice to show the general tenor of hie criticisms. 
The following sentence of his gives his attitude to Islam rn a 
nutshell :-"It is a great astonishment how such a great 

c:i.lamity (i.e., L,lam) destructive of peace and grievous to man
kind ha3 got up in the world in the t:ihape of a religion with 
such a god and such a prophet and such a book as under 
review'. Had such a religion not been prevalent the world 

wou Id have been in case and felicity,, (page 51.8.) ~uch being 
the attitude of the leader towards Islam and tlw jiu::;[ims it is 
u ot surprising that his followers treat the 111 uslims with scorn. 

The following is the tribute which he pays tu the Holy Prophet 

(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) and hi.s 

holy companions :-''lt is plain that savages in their ignorance 

uf the true naturo of God must have made this book, called the 

Koran.'' '11hose who believe in the Holy Prophet (may peace 

antl the blcsHings of God be upon him) are described a'l 'mentally 
purblind' (page 5~5). On page 534, he gives the Mussulmans 
the sweet epithet of 'barbarians.' On page 535, he represents 
the Holy f~uran as teaching sodomy. His hatred of the 
Muslims may be gauged from the following statement which 
he makes on page 377 in justificat.ion of his doctrine of Defile

ment :-''All the Muhammadans and slum population eat food 
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at one another's hands. Why do they not improve?" Here 
be classes the Muhammedans with 'slum' population. He posed 
to be a reformer of the Hindus, but alas, the neighbours of the 
Hindus, i.e., the Muhammadans and the Christians, have no cause 
to be gratefnl to him, for he, instead of bettering the relations 
between the Hindus and the Musalmans, only embittered them 

by the gross abuse of their creeds and by treating them with 
scorn. The orthodox Hindus are fhr more tolerant than the 
followers of this new reformer. ':Phe one result of his sarcastic 
and vulgar caricature of ;slam has been tha.t his followers from 

the young to the old have learned to despise the Muslims and 
carp at their creed. They have naturally modelled their style 

of criticism after the style of their leader and the result is 

that the whole Arya Samajic literature teems with vulgar 
abuse of Islam and other religions like the writings of Daya 
Nand. The Satyarth Prakash has vitiated their taste and 
corrupted their style. I£ the Arya Samajists, to quote the 
writer in the Vedic Magazine, have become 'past masters in the 
art of painting their adversaries black,' if their 'speakers love 
nothing moro than to satirise the beliefs of the followers of 
other religions in vulgar language,' if 'only that lecturer is con-

sidered successful among them, who can make his audience hold 
their sides with laughter at the cost of the most sacred beliefs 

of others,' if even their best writers 'debase themselves by 

pandering to the low tastes of the masses,' and if even their 
hymns 'are for the most part a string of abusive words, none 
but the writer of the Sa.tyarth Prakash is responsible for it. 
And there is reason to believe that even if he had been li\'ing 
now, he would have surely encouraged his faithful imitators rather 
than regard their performances with disfavour. This is clear from 

the Swami's letters which have a,pp0ared in the latest num her 
of the Gurukula Magazine. Thes0 letters disclose the sad fact 
that his followers had begun to imitate his example in his life 

and thab he gave them every encouragement in his power. In his 
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life-time, in the year 1880, i.e., only about three years before 
his death, one of his followers, Munshi Indraman of Muradabad, 

who was President of the Arya Samaj there, published some 
books most vilely attacking Islam. The mat,ter was brought to 
the notice of the Government, and (to quote the words of Daya 
Nand's letter pnblished in the said Magazine) 'cnqniry made 

through the District authorities, which unfortunately resulted 
in the infliction of a fine of Bs. 500 on M unsbi Indraman and 
the confiscation of all his books.' This appeared to Pundit 

Daya Nand to be very unjust and the steps he took to assist the 
l\fuushi ma,y be gathered from another letter of his to Mr. Mul 
R1lj, M. A., E.A.C., in the course of which he &ays, "'Rs. 300 have 

been subscribed here for Mr. Indraman. In order to arrive 

at a definit1:: decision in that matter, we have sent you all the 

papers cunctirued. Please prepare the grounds of appeal after 
nrnture delib8ration, as it will have to be sent to very eminent 
persons. To meet the expenses in connection with this appeal 

ca.,e, Ri.. 1 ,500 a.re to he subscribed from the Punjab and 
Rs. 1,500 from ot,her provinces. You better arrange for collecting 

Rs. 1,500 from the Punjab." Thus the teachings of Daya Nand 
began t,o hear frnit in his life~time and his example has been 

fa,ith fn lly imitated ever since. It is not nnoft.en that the Govern
ment ha.s been compelled to take strong measures to prevent 

some of t,he preachers of the Samaj from making obscene and 

vn lgn.r at,tn.cks on the holy personages of other religions. Some
ti m 0s the S:1rn:1jic lecturers have been prohibited by district 
ant,horit.ies from lecturing in their districts, and sometimes they 
lmve h•·en ea.lied upon to fnrnish securities for good behavi
our, but these step::' of Ll,e Government have proved of no avail. 
The Sa,ma,j, app;brently like its Founder, regards the action of 

the !l.uthorit,ies n.s 1inju:-;t an<l has never either dismissed or 

d i~claimed even such uf its preachers as have been the victims 
of law more than once. We would deem ourselves very 
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forlimmi;e if the Smnaj at least listened to the friendly advice 
given by the gentleman whom we have quoted ftbove, but we 

are disappointed to find that even this ndvice by a well-meaning 

friend haq been resenterl in i:;ome gna.rters, and we are afraid 

that the Samaj does not mean to profit by it. Bnt one thing 
is snre. It is impossible to uproot this evil from the Sama.j 
as long as Daya Nand\; 'Light of 1,ruth' is the guiding star of 

the Sa.rnaj. If the wel!-wi:;lwrs of the s~1maj desire to put an 

end t,o the evil of abusing other religions, t,hey should overhaul 

the Sa,t,yarth Prakash and expunge from it such portions as have 

acted like poison on t,he hearts of the Samajists. Unless this 

step is ref>ortC'd to, it is impossible to extirpate the noxious 
tree that has sent its roots deep into the soil of the Samaj. 

II, i~ pa,rticnlarly dangerous to put this book iu the hands 

of tlu students. It, will not only prejudice t;hcm against the 
Muslims a 11d the f,_illowers of other roligiom:,, bn t, it will sow 
a, worfic se1\d in their f1.~rtilo hearts. The lrntred of the Muslim 

and his croc--d i:-; riot the worst teaching of the Satyarth. 'l'he 

worst part uf r,he hook, in my opinion, is that which <lea.ls with 
Chri-,tianit,y and the hLws of Government. ln the chapter on 

Christ,ia.nity there are pa-;sages whieh must be kept out of the 
way of the st,udents, if 1,hey are to be brought up as loyal citizen~. 

Fur, unfort.lrnately some of the remarks of Dn.ya. Naud about 

Chri::;ti::ms evidelltly apply not to the Christia.u missionaries or 

t,o the Chri-,tians in general, but to the British Government and 

do not, represeut t.he Government in a very favourable light. Is 
it rnf,:, I a-,k the Sn.majiHt,s, to impress early on the young minds 

snch ideas as are em bodied in the following statements of Daya 

Nand :-

(et.) On page 477, the learned Pundit observes :-'It is 
therefore, it.f\:rred from this tt•aching that the 

Christians show a great deal of partiality to their 

co-religionists. If a white man kill a black man, 
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they gene1·ally adjudge him to be not guilty out 
of their partial,ity ancl acquit h,im of all blame. 
The justice of the heaven of Christ will be 
probably like it.' The words in italics evidently 
refer to the British Government, and the only 
impression they will make on the young readers 
of the Satyarth is that the Christian Government 
is anything but just. The author identifies the 

Government with the Christians and it must share 
the hatred which the book excites in the minds of 
its readers against the Christians. 

(b.) On page 466, a young Hindu reader will come 
across the following utterance of his beloved 
master and religious guide, which sheds further 
light on the feelings of the great Hindu Reformer: 
-''Splendid! ib is on this account that the Chris
tians fall upon the zJroperty of foreigners as a 
thirsty C'reature upon water, a hungry upon food.'' 
Here also evidently the reference is to our own 
rulers. The Christian missionaries indeed go to 
foreign countrie'.l, but they cannot be said to 
'fall upon the property of foreigners, as a thi-rsty 

creature upon water, a hungry upon food,' 
Evidently it is the sons of Britannia that are 
represented as 'falling upon the property of foreig
ners (the children of Arya Varta) as a thirsty 
creature upon water, a hungry upon food.' These 
words reflect the general complaint of the Indian 
'patriots' that the Government is continually 

draining India of its resources and robbing its 
sons of their wealth. It is pity that the Samajic 
Bible should corrupt young minds by impressing 
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on them such foolish ideas about the benign rule 
of the British Government. 

(c.) Hatred of the people whom be gives the more 
convenient name of 'Christians' seems to have 
been so predominant in his mind that he gave 
vent to it even where there was no occasion to do 
so. On page 467, we read the following-"Since 
the God of the Christians receives the eacrifice 
of oxen, why should not his devotees stuff their 
belly with beef? Why should they not do harm 
to the world?" 'Doing harm to the world' is 
clearly what he elsewhere calls 'falling upon the 
property of foreigners as a thirsty creature upon 
water, a hungry upon food' and the same people 
are meant in both places. The quotation given 
above further shows that one of his reasons for 
hating 'the Christians' was that they 'stuffed their 
belly with beef' and the same circumstance seem~ 
to be one of the causes for which he hated 
the Muslims, 'the slum population' or 'barbarians' 
as he is pleased to call them. 

Not only the British Government is represented in the 
Satyarth Prakash as unjust> harmful and falling upon the 
,vealth of Arya Varta as a thirsty man falls upon water or as a 
hungry man falls upon food, but the book contains even 
worse teachings which render it totally unsuited for the youthful 
members of the Arya Samaj. Consider what effect such 
injunctions as the following will produce on the young Hindus 
to whom the British Government has been represented as unjust, 

ha,rmful and rapacious.-

(a.) 'Proclaim that man with one voice your king, who 
is just impartial, well-educated, cultured and 
friend of all, In that way shall you attain 
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universal sovereignity; be greater than all, manage 
the affai:rs of state. (page 182). 

(b.) A Kshatriya, whose knowledge, culture, and purity 

are as perfect as those of a Brahmin should govern 

the country (page 180). 

(c.) 'l1he four chief offices, as Commandor-in-Chiof, Head 
of the Civil Government, Minister of Justice, and 
the supreme head of all, the King, should be held 

by those persons who are well-versed in the Vedas 
and Shastras (page 182). 

( d.) He is an atheist and a slanderer of the Vedas, who 
disparages their teachings as well as the writings 
of true teachers in conformity with the Vedas. 
He should be excludccl fron1, good society aud even 
expcllecl out of the country ( page 5G). 

(e.) Let no man abide by the law la.id down by men, 
who arc altogether ignorant and destitute of the 
knowledge of the Vedas (page 187). 

(j.) Let no man transgress what has been decided even 
by an assembly of three men who are scholars of 
Rig Veda., Yajur Veda and the Sama Veda 
(page 186). 

I refrain from making any comments on the above quotations 
which are taken from Dr. Charinjiva's translation of the 
Sa.tyarth Prakash. I only emphasise that such teachings should 
not be impressed on young minds particularly in these days 
of political unrest when there are many among the Hindus 

whose aspirations nothing short of Swaraj can satisfy and whose 

motto is ' India for Indians.' 'l'he following extract from 

Munshi Ram Arya, the present leader o:f the Arya Samaj's letter 

published in the Civil and Military Gazette, dated June 25th, 
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1907, is alarming. This letter was written in reply to certain 
charges against the Samaj on the occasion of the arrest of certain 
leading Aryas in connection with the political agitation in the 
Punjab in the year 1907. In the course of the letter the Arya 
gentleman refers to a judgment of Mr Harrison, C.S., District 

Jndge at Allahabad, dated 26th November, 1902. Referring 
to certain extractR from the writings of Daya Nand produced in 
t;he c:ourt by Pundit Ala Ram, ac<;used, the judge says, ''Certain 
samples of such publications are put in, in the shape of extracts 
or translations, which I have had vm·ified from the originals, 
so far as they have been proved. One batch of these extracts 
(exhibit z) is intended to justify the assertion freely made by 
Ala Ram that the Aryas are rebels. Extract I includes a 
passage of which the meaning is, 'Let there never ba a foreign 
ruler in our country, and let us never be subject to another.' 
Extracts II, III, IV, V, are prayers for empire, Extract VI 
deplores the absence of Native Government in India .............. . 
Extract VIII refers to the partiality of whites for whites and 
acquittals of white men who have struck or killed natives ........ . 
Extract IX attributes the existence of foreign rule to internal 
disunion. 1May God in His mercy so ordain that this fatal 
disease may cease to be among us Aryas.' ......... Extract XIV 
says that 'When the natives of a country trade in their own 
country and foreigners rule over and trade in one's own (native} 

country, surely the result can be nothing but voverty and pain," 
Extract XV ............ concludes 'owing to their misfortune the 
descendants of these Aryas a1·e being frampled under the 
heel of foreigne1·s.' Extract XVI ascribes the increasing 
trouble of the Aryas to the ad vent of foreign eaters of flesh 
and drinkers of wine. Some of the following extracts describe 
the ideal rajah or ruh,r and the destruction of the killers of 
kine." I quite concur with the lea.rnedjudge when he observes 
that these exhortations and prayers of Daya Nand 'are not for 
the immediate overthrow of foreign rule,' but still I would 
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emphasise once more that these writings are ill-adapted for tho 
tiChool boy and the college-student and must be carefully kept 
out of their way. If these writings are, for instance, studied 
by the students of Gurkula who have little touch with the 

outside world, it cannot be hoped tha.t they will exert a whole
some influence on their minds. By the by, a 'Hindu Nationalist' 
thus describes in a recent issue of the Vedic Magazine the object 

of the founders of the Gurukula in establishing their 'shrine of 

learning' in an out of the way locality 'with high hills on one 
side and the rapid waters of the Ganga rushing past on the 

other':-''After all, tht¼ Gurukula authorities are not so much 
the 'revivalists of an old world' as tha harbingers of a new era.. 
They believe that their c:mntry stands on the eve of a great 
change, and that the Arya Samaj will be a potent factor in 

moulding and guiding the destinies of the new epoch.'' 

The following teachings from the 6th chapter of the Satyarth 
Prakash are even more harmful in as much as they inculcate 
the employment of underhand methods and even treachery:-

( a.) "He should conceal his parts attackable by the foe 
as the tortoise hides its limbs from danger' 
(page 181)). 

(1.,.) "As a heron a.tteutively watches to catch a fish, so let 
him mnse on collecting wealth; having improved his 
finances, let him pnt forth his strength like a lion 
to vanquish the enemy; let him fall upon the foe 
like a leopard from an ambush; let him double 
like a, hare on the approach of a powerful enemy 
and then take him by surprise" (page 189). 

(c.) "\Vhen he comes to know that war at a certain time 
will bring on a little distress to him, but at other 
time tend to his advantage and certain victory, he 
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should make truce and havo patience till favourable 

time" (page 104). These are very wise teachings. 
One should look friendly when weak, but pounce 

upon the enemy like a leopard when si;rong enough 

to fight. The treaties are to be made only to be 
broken when a favourable opportunit,y offers itself. 
Is it not treachery? In the days of weakness, 
one is to be a friend in appearance but an enemy 
at heart. 

I need not bother the reader with any more quotations 
from this strange book. '11he passages I have gi vcu in the course 
of this article will suffice to show that the contents of this book 
prejudice the reader against both t,he Muslims and the Christians. 

The found~r of the Samaj seems to have entertained bitter 
hatred towardH the M m;lims and t.hc Christians and his followers 
hava inherited that baLred from their leader and it finds 

expression in their abuse of other religions and in their contro

versial literature which is modelled after the writings of Daya 
Naud. As to what his attitude towards the British Government 
was, I will let the reader form his own opinion. 

The evil of abusing the holy personages and scriptures of 
other religions aucl ridiculing their sacred beliefs is now, I am 

afraid, too deep-rooted to beeradicted, and it seems destined 

to die with the Samaj itself. 

The book is held in the same reverence by the Arya Samaj
ists in which a Christian holds his Bible. It is widely read by 
the members of the Samaj and its injunctions are obeyed like 
thf' words of an oracle. Not only the old but the young, no~ 

only the males but the females, read the book as reverently as 
a vhristian reads the Gospel. It is to he found in every house

hold and is prescribed as a text-book for every School of the 

Samaj. There is sca1·cely an Arya Samajisb whose mind is DOU 
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imbued with its teachings, and hence we fo1d that even the 
urchins of the Samaj rail as offensively at the sacred teachers 
and holy scriptures of other religions as Daya Nand himself. 
rrhe epidemic of abnsing others is so prevalent among the 
Samajists that it is now idle to hope that any remedy will prove 

effectual in i-.tamping it out. If there be any remedy which 
can do some good, it is only one and that consists in purging the 
Satyarth of ilis poisonous elements. Let the Samaj prepare a 
reformed edition of the Satyarth, carefully omitting all those 

passages which inculcate ill-will to the followers of other religions 
and to the foreigners and circulate the purified odition in 
suppression of the original which breathes extreme racial hatred. 
By so doing they will lay under deep obligation not only the 
Muhammadans and the Christians, but also the British Govern
rnent. 
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The Prophets of the World. 
Sardar Pritam Singh, M. A., contributes a very readable 

article on the above subject to the G-urukula Magazine. His 
remarks almost coincide with the views often expressed in the 
pages of our Review with regard to the Prophets of the world, 
aud as they come from the pen of a cultured Sikh gentleman, we 
reproduce copions extracts from them here as a testimony to the 

reasonableness of the Quranic attitude to the religions of the 

world. 

The writer of the article in question begins by comparing 
the prophets with poets and philosophers. 'A prophet or a seer,' 

says he, 'combines in himself both the philosopher and the 
poet. He is the golden mean. He is a Divine Messenger. He 

comes with a mission. He derives his authority from an 
unquestionable source. His w01·ds, though proi;aic, read like 
poetry: and his sayings, though simple, have the highest philoso
phic truths embodied in them. He gives what mankind needs 
at a certain stage of advancement. He puts the teaching in an 

intelligible form and his words are commands which all have to 
obey. He avoids the abstractions of the philosophers on the 
one hand and the imaginative flights of the poets on the other. 
He lays down practical maxims of conduct and commands 
obedience to them because of their divine origin.' 

Then he proceeds to establish the superiority of a prophet 
over a philosopher or a poet by an argument which no body can 
controvert. "I am not making any dogmatic assertions," con
tinues he, "when I place a prophet above a philosopher or a 
poet. Let me illustrate my point. Everyone's work is to be 
judged by the influence he exerts on the minds he conquers. 
Numbers may not count for much, yet the homage paid to a 
prophet is always greater than that paid to a philosopher or a 

poet. Look at the world as a whole-survey the people. You 
will find them classed into Hindus, Muhammadans, Ch.ristiam1, 
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Buddhists, Zoroastrians,.Jews, and so on. Are there any philoso
phers you know of who have been the founders of great religious 
systems, although philosophy is but a phase of religious ideas 
in the abstract, and nob divided into Aristotelians, Platonians 
or Kantian& or Hegelians? You will also mark that each one of 
these classes has at its back a Personality and a Book. The 
Hindus have their Vedas and the Rishis to whom the revelation 
came, or lu.ter the Bhagvat Gita which was revealed to Krishna; 
the Muhammadans have their Al-Quran and Muhammad ; the 
Christians their Bible and the Christ; Buddhists their Tripataks 

and Buddha ; the ParPis their Zoroaster and Zand A vesta; 
the Jews have their Moses aud the Old Testament; the Chinese 

their Confucius and his Commandments.'' 

Mr. Pritam Singh then proceeds to lay down three pro-
positions :-

(a) that all religions are of divine origin, 

(b) that the prophets are divine messengers, 

\C) that the books they bring are divine revelations. 

He proves the above propositions by the following line of 
argument:-

44 The fact that the belief in the divinity of the prophets 

and in the revelation of their books is of common ob~ervation, 
in itself is a proof in favour of the above propositions, and if 
proof be necessary, here is one that was convincing to me and 
may be so t,o many of you. Humanity is always progressing. 

Individuals reason differently ; and no standard of social con
duct can be evolved, unless we find a person in every stage of 
human progress who dominates and stands head and shvulders 
above all others. He is the Pilot, the Seer, or the Prophet. 
Society bow8 down before him and acknowledges his superior 
sway. He gives certain laws to society which every mem
ber obeys, and his laws are not like the laws of a legislator, 
enforced by physical force ; but his law• are such u must be 
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obeyed by each and every one who is the member of society. 
Tho laws have their force for a number of centuries till the 
society outgrows them and stands in need of a new law-giver. 
Then comes by Divine Will and Order a new law-giver who, 
corroborating the laws of his predecessor, gives them a new 
shape and a fresh spirit. Thus, time after time, appear the 
Messengers of the Almighty to guide humanity onwards to that 
great goal of spiritual life, and according to the needs of the 
time and place they give a new teaching to suit newer conditions 
of society. That this law has been working in the past is clear 
from religious history. Five thousand years ago were revealed 
the Vedas to suit the requirements of the Aryan race then 
settling in this great continent of ours. As times changed and 
Aryan thought grew and developed, the Bhagvat Gita was 
revealed to Krishna. It is an epoch-making book in the ancient 
literature of the Hindus ....• 'l'he memorabie quotation from 
the Gita that 'when religion decays and irreligiousness increases, 
I come and manifest myself into the world' remarkably tallies 
with the line of argument I am describing for you." The 
quotation from the Gita is a word of God, revealed to Krishna 
and, therefore, the ' I ' in the quotation refers to God and not 
to Krishna who was a human being through whom God manifest
ed Himself to the world, as He manifested Himself to the world 
through other prophets from time to time. 

Then the learned writer proceeds to describe the present 
condition Qf the spiritual religions of the world. Speaking of 

Hinduism he says :-'' One finds oneself in extreme difficulty 
to give a comprehensive definition of the Hindu Religion ••.•. 
Question a Hindu about his faith and you will not meet two 
Hindus having: exactly the same belief .....•• Its disruption 
and sub-division has brought it to the verge of non-existence .••. 
Its philosophy may be of the highest and the beat, but Hinduism 
has long ago been devoid of functioning as a religion, in the 



1909.) !rlIE PROPHETS OF THE WORLD. 485 

sense of giving a universal, social sanction to human conduct ..• 
Hinduism stands to•day old and decrepit, propped and supported 
by many reformed movements but dying of old age, as social 
organisms naturally do with time.'' 

Of Buddhism, Mr. Pritam Singh writes: '' We find at its 
back a remarkable personality-an unrivalled Renunciation. 
Hinduism had fallen into a state of decay when the spirit of God 
came afresh in the shape of Buddhism and sought once more 
to establish in Hindu India a purity of beliefs. It sought to 
remove the inequality that had resulted with the rise of the 

caste system. The Vedas which were not read by the Hindus, 
but which in fact had become out of date, in the sense that every 
revelation is for a time and for a place, were replaced by a 
newer system of beliefs ..•.... The rapid spread of Buddhism 
in India first, and in the neighbouring countries of the ea.st 
afterwards, is a phenomenon which is too well-known to every 
student of religion, and was, in fact, the first to adopt conversion 
as a religious institution. The Buddhism of to-day has under
gone a similar of decay as Hinduism has done ; and though a 
Buddhist is more defined in his creed than a Hindu, yet the 
spirit of Buddha is gone and the husk is left behind." 

Then the writer passes on to Zoroastrianism and Judaism. 
,, Of the two great old religions, Zoroastrianism and Judaism, 
we see the same. Zoroaster stands out as a very prominent 
prophet in old Persia. His laws and commandments have come 
down to us in Zend A vesta. For several centuries Zoroastrianism 

was the religion of the PerHians, but it has also become old
by old, I do not mean that the essential truths of religion are ever 
subject to any change-but by old I mean that its laws were 
for a t-ime only and fo1· a people only. Before the spreJ.d of 
Islam, they did not ma.ke a bold stand, and Persia em braced 
Islam in the sixth century after the birth of Christ. Persia,. 
which was the cradle of a civilization as old as ours, with a 
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religion equally old, passed through the natural course of decay 
and degeneration to which every social organism is subject. 
The Jews had a code of laws which their prophet, Moses, had 
given them. The sons of Israel were once the most powerful 
mce on the face of the earth. The ipiritual cur.Tent which had 
been set in motion by Moses had lost its force and, before the 

rise of Christianity, the Jews were scattered, and they dwindled 

till we find so few now sticking to an old rotten faith that does 

non suit the changed conditions of the time." 

From Judaism Mr. Pritam Singh passes on to Christianity. 

"The code of Ethics which Christ br()ught in his New 
Testament guided the individual and the social conduct for a 
number of centuries, and then arose a prophet in Arabia who 
worked wonders for his people-the Arabs." Of the present 
condition of Christianity the writer says, "11he body is there 
but the spirit is gone.'' 

Then the learned writer proceeds to rebut the charge of 
imposture that is brought against the Holy Prophet ( may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him) by most of the Christians 

and many Hindus, notably the Arya Samajic sect of Hinduism. 

'' I cannot tolerate for a minute the idea that a prophet is 
false or insincere. He asserts with all his force that he is Diviue 
Messenger. People persecute him but he persists in his rui::mion 

and at last succeeds. Can you convince me that 300 millions 

of believers in the Quran at the present day, and many who 
believed in him before, were men who were putting their faith 

in a fah,e thing? His commandments are being obeyed implicitly 

by so many millions, and now for 13 centuries his name has 

been on the lips of his believers for at least five times a day. 
Whence, gentlemen, do you think is this power ? Is it, or can 
it be, short of Divine? For one cannot imagine it to be ot,her
wiee." Lastly, the writer makes a vague reference to a Prophet 
of Modern Age so that it is difficult to tell whom he means. The 
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reference is to be found in the following statement of his :
,, Lastly, the modern age has its own Prophet who00 teachings 

have ultimately to guide the conduct of the men living- in this 
great age.'' Though our learned writer does not name the Pro
phet of Modern Age, yAt judging by the description he gives of 
a prophet one may say with some degree of confidence, that the 
prophet whom he refers to is the one who in our times claimed 

to have come as the Promised Messenger of the latter days. 
There is only one man to whom the learned writer's description 
of a prophet that '' he asserts wit,h all his force that he is a 
Divine Messenger" and that 'people persecute him but he 

persists in his mission and at last succeeds' applie;; with full 
force. Of all the reformus of the modern age, one alone 
appeared in the character of a prophet and that was Ahmad of 

Qadian. All those characteristics that distinguish the prophets 
from the rest of the human kind also formed the distinguishing 
features of his life and character. If the prophets form a 
distinct class, distinguishable from the rest of the human race, 
Ahmad belonged to that class. If Zoroaster was a prophet, if 
Buddha and Krishna were prophets, if Moses and Jesus were 
prophets, Ahmad was also a prophet; for all those traits which 
mark out Zoroaster and the rest as prophets also mark him 
out a.5 such. Ahmad spent the earlier part of his life in solitude 
and meditation. During this time he kept aloof from the world 

and spent his time in prayer and devotion. 'l111e darkness in 
which he saw the world involved plunged him in deep grief 
and he earnestly prayed to God to let the light of truth shine 
once more on the earth. During these days of solitude he 
received the divine gift of revelation and God spoke to him 
as He spoke to the prophets of former ages. God revealed 
to him deep secrets of the future and the wonderful fulfilment 
of the events disclosed in the revelations brought to hiw the 
conviction that the voice he heard was undoubtedly the Voice 
of the Lord. Every new revelation brought him fresh assurance 
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and the Lord manifested His glory t,o Lim as He had manifested 
it to the former prophets. God commanded him to leave his 
seclusion, come forth into the world and prophesy to the nations 
of the earth as prophets had prophesied before him. He, being 
inspired by God, rose and announced that be was the prophet 
in whom were fulfilled the prophecies of all the great prophets 
of the world relating to the advent of a Messenger in the latter 
days. It was not a mere claim. God showed powerful signs 
in support of his claims, and they are too numerous to be 
recounted here. When he yet lived in solitude and obscurity, 
God spoke to him saying that He would raise him to the heights 
of renown and tba.t He would send to him multitudes that would 
well-nigh tire him. His claims startled the people, particularly 
the Muhammadans from among whom he had risen and who 
had now ceased to expAct a new prophet that should make his 
appearance from amongst them. Violent opposition greeted his 
claims from all quarters. But he persevered and continued to 
prophesy until his mission was a great success. After long 
centuries, the world heard once more the Voice of God through 
him. He announced numerous prophecies and their fulfilment 
showed that it was God who had spoken. A reference to two or 
three of his prophecies will show the chara~ter of his predic
tions. The world has only recently seen the truth of the word 
of God revealed to, and published by, him on January 15th, 
1906. On the day named the powerful Word of God came to 

him announcing that a mighty earthquake was about to shake 
the palace of the Shah of Persia from its very foundations. 
'There has taken place a quaking in the Shah's palace' is the 
English translation of the words of the revelation and this 
revelation descended on him long before there was any sign of 
the earthquake which only the other day overthrew the late 
Shah from his ancestral throne. Similarly, long before there 
was any trace of the plague that has been devastating Jndia 
during the last decade or so, he prophesied that a fearful 
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pestilence was about to vi8it the land, and later, he circulated a 
notice in the towns and villages of the Punjab forewarning the 
people of the advent of the epidemic. Angels of the God, said 
he, were seen by him in a vision planting ugly trees of plague 
in the various towns and villages of the province and the only 
way to escape the divine visitation was turning to the Lord 
and crying to Him for deliverance. His warning was not heed

ed and there was a fiercer outbreak of the plague in the Punjab 
Lhan in any other part of India. Again, his prediction that 
'a. shock of earthquake' was about to raze towns and villages 
to the ground was followed by the memorable earthquake of 
the 4th April, 1905, which literally in the twinkling of an eye 
turned the happy valley of Kangra into a wilderness of ruins. 
This earthquake, he again predicted, was only a prelude of 
greater and severer earthquakes which were about to lay beauti
ful cities in ruins in different parts of the earth, and some of which 
were to be of unparalleled severity; and the whole world is an 

eye-witness to the truth of this prediction. These predictions 
have already been dwelt upon in the pages of this magazine, 

and I need not dilate on them here. Many are the prophecies 
that have been fulfilled and many that yet await fulfilment. 
In short, those who have studied the life and teachings 
of Ahmad will have no hesitation in admitting that his whole 
career was that of a prophet and his whole character was that 

of a Divine Messenger. The existence of a close similarity 
between the views expressed by Mr. Pritam Singh and 
whM Ahmad repeatedly preached both in his writings and 

speeches leads one to conclude that it is probably to the prophet 
of Qadian that he refers when he speaks of the Prophet of the 
Modern Age ; but even if he does not refer to him, he must 
class him with the prophets if he is true to the views which he 
propounds in his article. A reference to the article on 'Changes 
in the Revealed Law and Continuance of Revelation' in the 

June number of the Review of Religions will show how cloBely 
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his viewR resemble the teachings of Ahmad (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him). 

There is, however, one statement of Mr. Pritam Singh 
which needs to be modified. He says ' Every revelation is for 

a time and for a place.' We admit that God has been sending 
books in the past which were ~for a time and for a place,' 
but we are not prepared to endorse the view that even in the 
future God will continue to send new books and new laws for 
the guidance of mankind. The past differs from the present and 
the fut11re in the fact that in times past one nation was com
pletely cut off from the other and it was impracticable that one 
prophet should have been raised for all the world. Hence 

different prophets were raised in different countries and the 
teachings they brought were adapted to ~he particular circum
stiances of the people among whom they were raised. Every 
nation httd particular abuses and its prophet's teachings were 
mainly directed against the evils which he found most predomi
nant among them. Thus when Buddha made _his appearance 
among the Hindus, he endeavoured to l'emove the inequality 
which had resulted from the rigid caste system and he taught 
that salvation was not for the Brahmin alone but that ils was 
attainable by all. Similarly, the law which Moses taught laid 
great emphasis on tooth for tooth and eye for eye, its object 
being to establish juetice among the Jews and to restrain them 
from transgression, because they, owing to their having lived 
as slt .. ves for four centuries, had become hard~hearted and mean, 
and injustice constituted the chief trait of their character. 
But in the time of Jesus, God's wisdom demanded that the 
over-strictness with which the Jews had come to punish every 
offender should be remedied and consequently Jesus laid great 
emphasis on leniency and forgiveness. 'rhe teachings of both 
Jesns and Moses were thus adapted to the particular condition 
of their people and were not meant to be universal. 
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In short, in former times, each prophet confined his attention 
to his own people, his object being to remedy the existing evils , 
and therefore, his teachings were suite(l to the particular needs 
of his people. When new evils grew among the people, for 
which the teachings of the earlier prophet furnished no remedy, 
a new prophet was rai8ed. rrhns different prophets were raised 

among different people and there being insurmountable barriers 
which sepm·at,ocl one people from another, the inhabitants 

of one country knew little or llOthiug of the teachi:::igs of the 

prophets of othor countries. But conditions had begun to be 

ch::rng-ed by the time when the Holy Propbe.t of Arabia (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) m:;.de his appear
ance. The walls that had hitherto separated the people of one 
country fron:1 those of another had begun to crumble down, and 

ways of communication between one people and another were 
fast opening up. The worl~ wa~ on the eve <Jf a, great change 
and the t,ime was fast dra.wrng mgh when all the nations of the 
ea.rth were to be uuited into one people aud the whole wide 

earth wri.s to become like one country. Besides, the history of 
the times bears testimony to the fact that the whole earth bad 
bocome corrupt. Even Christianity, which was then the newest 

religion, had, as the Christi:m writers thernselves admit, become 

corrupt to the core. The wnrid was then in sore need of a 
great Teacher. To the universal corruption of bhe world at 
the advent of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) the Holy Quran bears testimony in the 

following words: ys:-,~J ) ) j~J i 1..5,; vL .... ~J J ;ti; i e., both the laud and 
the sea have become corrnpt (xxx, 40). As God is one and His 
creatures that dwelt in different parts of the earth were on the 
eve of being united into one l)ig nation, the Oueneos of God 
demanded that I--fo should send one la,w for all the people. It 
was not now time for raising different prophets in different 

count,ries which were fast uniting into one country. On the 

othe1 hand, the time was now ripe for one prophet ttnd one law 
for all the nations of the earth, which were fast becoming ono 
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nation. As the New Law was to be for a,11 the people, and 

was not to confine itself to a particular country, and further, as 
ib was revealed at a time when the world was full of corruption, 
it was natural that the law should supply the needs of all 
mankind and that it should be complete and universal. So God 
raised a prophet in the land of Arabia who was commanded to 
address all the nations of the earth and say : Lf' t~J ) lr!. l l!. 

t~~<>~ 1.(~J J 6.lJ ) J )"') uj l •4 0 men! verily I am the apostle of 
God unto you all," (vii, 158). 'l1110 Book which he brought 

claimed, like the Prophet (may peace an<l. the blessings of God 
be upon him), that it was a law for all people and that it had 

come to suppress all the previous laws that had hitherto been 

given to the world. 'I1hus it says: 6.J ,- ) J....,) ) u j.J ) ,A> 
&l{ I.!/!. vl ) ul.c ~ _;tb~J J,.s1.J ) I.!/!, u ., 1....5' v\'J l~ ' 4 He it is who has 
sent His Apostle with guidance and the religion of truth, so 
that He may make it prevail over every other religion.'' (ix:, 33) 

xlviii, 28; lxi, 9). It is a remarkable fact that of all the 
prophets of the world, the Holy Prophet (may peace a.nd the 
blessings of God be upon him) is the only prophet who 
claimed to have come for all people, and of the books of the 
world, the Holy Quran is the only book which claims to have 
been revealed to suppress and supplant all other religions. 
The last of the prophets of the world before the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) was Jesus, 

but he also refused to preach to any people other than his 
own, though he coul<l have easily done so, if he had so willed. 
Even when others appr·oached him with a request to bless 
them, he repelled them saying 41 am not sent but unto the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel' (Matt. xv, 24), and when they 

persisted in their request, he amwered H It is not meet to take 
the children's meat, and to cast it to dogs,'' (Matt. xv, 26). But 
unlike Jesus, God s~ys with respect to the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and tho blessings of God be upon him) : Jil .... ) I l,o ; 

i.:,,~.o.WJ i .. :i..) JI 1 i.e.," We have not sent thee but as a mercy to 
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the 1corld"" (xxi, 108). The Gospel of Jesus, which is the last of 
scriptures before the Holy Qnran, itself bears testimony to its 
incompleteness, for in the Gospel accordiug to John, Jesus is 
represented as saying to his followers: "l have yet many things to 
say unto you, but ye cannot bea1· them, rww. Howbeit, when he, 
the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth for 
he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.'• (John 
xvi, 12, 13J. From this it is clear that the teachings of Jesus 
were not the 'all truth ' and that there was yet more truth 
which was to be taught by a later teacher. He saw that his 
followers were not yet prepared for the perfect law that was 
to be taught later. Whatever interpretation the Christians 
may put on the words "the Spirit of Truth'' one thing is certain, 
viz., that what Jesus taught was not the 'all truth' and that he 
was to be followed by one who was to guide men into 'all truth,' 
in other words, whose law was to be perfect in all respects. 
Jesus said 'I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now.' This clearly shows that the time of Jesus 
was not yet ripe for a perfect law and that such a time was to 
come later. 

Christians say that Jesus was followed by 'a dove' which 
guided men into 'all truth.' We will gladly admit this asser
tion of the Christians provided they point out another instance 
in which a dove or a pigeon acted as a teacher of men. Since 
God created the world, He has been sending men to act as 
teachers of mankind. He never raised a dove to instruct; 
human beings. The Holy Quran sa.ys, 'Nor did we ever send 
before thee any save men whom we inspired of the people of 
cities,' (xii, 109). Everybody will endorse this statement of 
the Holy quran and history testifies it, but Christians say that 
God once sent a, dove al.;o to complete what was left unfinished 
by Jesua. \Ve have some account of what J.esue taught in the 
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Gospels. Will Christians kindly poiut out tho ::mpplcrnentu.ry 

teachings of the dove? Will they further expln.in how the new 

instructor was able to instruct those very men whom Jesus 

failed to instruct ? The words of Jesus ~- he shall not speak 
of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak' 

further show that he who was to come after Jesus and guide 

men into 'all truth ' was not to be a dove but a man for it is 
men that' speak,' not 'doves.' These words also show that the 

man whose advent Jesus foretold and who was to bring a com

plete law was the prophet whose advent was predicted by Moses 

in Deut; 18, 18. Here are the words which God spoke to 

Moses, "I will raise them up a prophet from among their 

brethren, (i.e., the children of Ishmael) like unto thee, (i.e., 
Moses, the Law-gi.ver) and will zntt rny words in his mouth and 
he shall gpeak iinto them all that I shall commancl hfrn. And 
it shall come to pass that whosoever will not hearken unto the 
uords which he shall speak in My name, I will require it of 

him.'' Mark how t,he words of Jesus, "he shall not speak of 
himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak " 

correspond with the italicised words in the above prophecy, 

thu11 clearly pointing to the conclusion that both propheciet 
refer to the same person. I need not add that; this description 

appliP.s to the Holy Prophet {may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him), of whom God s11.ys in the Holy Quran : 

u""" .1!. u::.. _, .1J J __,0 >.:J l I..> ,rJ l i.:f r3b.i.:1. l,.o ''He speaketh not 
from impulse it is but a revelation revealed to him (liii, 3, 4). 

In short, John 16: 12, 13, clearly states that Jesus did 
not teach the whole truth and that the time in which ho 

appeared was not ripe for complete law, and that complete 

law wr1s to be brought by a hiter prophet., who, as Jesus 

said, was not to speak of himself, but whatsoever he was to hear 

from God, that was he to speak. That prophet dicl appear, and 

the Holy Book which he gave to the world, unlike the Gospeli 
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cln,ims to contain the. whole truth. Here is the claim which it 

t~a.kes- 1.CJ ..:;,,.~,;, J , '--?'i.-o.•.j (.C~l!: \,!;,Abo":; 1 J 1.G~ u r.CJ ~l-o.s' J 1 .,~ J 

l~~ .) , .. 11..., .)J ) ~1To-da.y 1s perfected for yon your religion and 

completed upon yon is my fo.vour, and I ~Lm pleased for yoL1 to 

have Islam for a rcligion.1
' (v. 3). The Holy Prophet (rna.y peace 

and the blessings of Gl)d be upon him) wa.:i the first prophet who, 

as I have shown above, claimed to be a, pruphet for all the world, 

and the Holy Qurn.n is the first scripture which claims the law 

to havo been corn pleted in it. As no prophet before the Holy 
Prophet of A rabin, was sent for all tbe nations of the earth, 

therefore no prophet before him ever made that claim, and as no 

scripture before the Holy Quran contained a complete law, 

therefore no book bid cbim to perfection ever before. 

There is another distinguii;hing foa.t.uro of the Holy Quran 

which marks it out n.s the final law. As the previous prophets 

and tho previous books confined themselves t.o their own people 

and haLl no concern with the rest of t,he world, wu do not fiud 

them making any mention of the prophets tbat appeared in other 

lands or making any reference to the scriptures that were given 

tO other people. In ot,her words, they neve1· required their 

followers to recognise the claims of other l)rophets and other 

scriptures of the world. But as the Holy Quran ~a.me last of 
all and was meant to re-place a, ll the scriptures that had 

gone before it, it plainly teaches that ''there is not a people 

but there h,~s passed among them a warner." (xxv, 22). 

Unlike all other scriptures, it requires us to believe in all the 

great te:i.chers that have appeared in one part of the world or 

another. Th 11S it sn,ys r\'.\,,O Jl~, i.y'~ 1L ... ) tH.., ) ) 0-siJ ' 

( A i.y"° ;-"') J~) !: ~..a.~j rJ i.y'° 1{.i..o , J~lJ: l,i,a..a:; i.y"° 

'' And "\V" e did send apost.les before thee : of them are some whom 

We have mentioned tu thee, and of them are some whom We 
have not mentioned to thee" (xl, 78). Again ''Say ye, 'We 

believe in God, and what has been revealed to us, and what was 
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revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, aud Jacob, and the Tribes, 
and what was giveu to Moses aud J mms, and what wu:» given to ~\ll 
the prophets from theit· Lord. Vv e make no distinction between 
any of them, and unto Him we are resigned.' '' (ii, 130). Thus a 

Muslim believes in all the prophets of the world, no matter to 
whatever country of the world they may belong. vVe honour 

Zoroaster and Krishna as we honour Moses and Jesus. We 

revere Buddha and Confucius as we revere Jacob and David. 
'We, as the Holy Quran bids us, make no distinction between 

them and regard them all as the prophets of their time, whom 

God favoured with the gift of revelation. Ilut the Holy Quran 

is the only book which gives thi'l teaching. The Vedas and 

Zend Avcsta nowhere teach that prophets appeared in other 
lands besides India and Persia.. The Bible nowhere says that 

God raised prophets among other people besides the Beni Israel. 
The Holy Quran is the only book which recognises the claims of 
all the prophets and all the scriptures of the world. The reason 
is tliat the former books were for particular people and they had 
no concern with other people or their prophets. But as the 
Holy Quran is for all people and all cc untries, it was indispensa
ble that it should have defined its position with relation to the 
prophets and scriptures of other countries and it does so in plain 
words. But while it teaches that there have been prophets in 

all countries, it requires the people of all countries to believe in 
it as the final law of God which, to quote the words of Jesus, 
'guides men into all truth' and supersedes all the previous scrip
tures. Just as it bids its followers to believe in all the former 

prophets, it also calls upon the followers of all other prophets to 

beiieve in the Holy Prophet as the gre:ttcst of the prophets. It 
claims to contain in itself all the truths that were found scattered 
in various books of the world. Thus it says of the Holy Prophet 
"An apostle of God reading pure pages (i. e., the Holy Qurnn) 
wherein are 1·ight scriptu-res'' (xcviii, 2). Again "God wishes to 

explain to you and to guide you, into the ordinances of those who 
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u;crc before you.'' (iv. 31). It cla.ims to corroborate all the 

truths that were revealed before. God says, ''This is the Book 

which \Ve have revealed, a blessing and a confirmation to those 

(books) which were before it'' (vi, 92). Again it claims to remove 
the errors that lud, owing to the lapse of time, found their way 

into the teachings of the prophets and point out tl,e true path 

from which the nation'i of the earth had gone astray. God says, 
"By God! \Ve sent (measengers) to nations before thee, but Satan 
made their works seemly to th1-1m, for he is their patron to-day, 
and for them is grievous wo,~ ! We have only sent down to thee 
the Book, that thou ma,yeut t1xplain to them that which they 

did dispute about, and as a guidance and mercy to a people who 

believe." (xvi, 65). As the people of the world. were on the 
eve of being unit,cd int;o one nation, God ca1led up?n them all to 

follow one religion, the perfect religion of the Holy Quran. 

Islam was henceforth to supersede all the previous religions 
which had become corrupt by the time when the Holy Quran 
was revealed. The nations of the earth were about to be united 
into one people, the God of the world was one, therefore He 
required all the nations of the earth t;o follow one rt:;!igion, i.e., 
Islam. He says, ''('rhe true) religion in God's sight is Islam." 

~iii, 17). Again, " vVho,;;oever craves other than Islam for a 

religion, it shall surely not be accepted from him, and he shall, 

in the next world, be of those who lose.'' (iii, 79). 

Another peculiarity of the Holy Qnran which distinguishes 

it from a.ll other scriptures fa the promise of divine protection. 
As the Holy Qnran was to be the book for all times, it was 

necessary that its text should ever remain pure. As it was to 

serve as guidance for all ages, all generations ought to have ha.cl 
the \Vord of God exactly as it was originally revealed. There 
ought to have been no age in which it should have retired to 
impenetrable seclusion as the Vedas have done. No hand ought 

to have ever been allowed to tamper with its text, as has been 
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the fate of many a huly scripture before. 'l'herc ought never to 

h:ihJ come int;o existence varying and conflicting versions of the 

Holy Book, with no clne as to which was the correct one. There 

ought to have coine no time over Islam, as it came over Chris
tianity, when a Muslim council should have been forced to sit as 

a judge over the various Sura<1 of tl-ie Holy Quran, arbitrarily 

clrnosing a few-imy fonr-as authentic and rejecting the rest as 

spnnom,. \Ve ought never to have lost the origina.l Arabic text 

,wd have to be content only with translationst like the 
Christians who know only a fow utterances of Jesus as t,hey have 

been trnnslntec1 by others, with the only exception of a single 

sad sentence, in which he complains of his having been at last 
d1:!serted by God and which has been carefully preserved by his 

followers to this day. In short, if it was to be the book for all 
times, it ought to ha.ve boen immune from the sad e.:.:periencr,.s 

of the previous Rcriptures and the peovle of every age ought to 

have ha.d the real original '\Vord of God, as it was revealed to 

the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 

him). So we find that in t,he Holy Quran itself God promises to 

protect it from all kinds of harm. He says, ''Verily, We have 

sent down the Reminder, and, verily, vVe will gunrd it.'' (xv, 9). 

This promise of divine protection is peculiar to the Holy Qnran. 

Gt)d never made such a promise with respect to any of the pre
vious scriptures. 'rhc reason is apparent. They were not meant 

to be tho guidanees for all times and hence t,here was no need of 

guarding them for ever. But this was not the case with the 

J:ioly Qnrau. It was the perfect law which was for all times, 

hence it was necessary that God should have ever guarded it. 
And this pron1ise of the Lord has been wonderfully fulfilled. 
1rhe whole world is a witness to the purity of the text of the 
Holy Quran. And as God has been guarding it in tho past, He 
will eurely continue to guard it in the future. The Holy Book 

of the Muslims is so safe that even the destruction of each and 

every copy of it cannot do the slightest harm to it. It is not 
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paper that preserves the Holy '\iVord of God, its letters are 
imprinted on tho ta,blots of millions of human hearts. There 
have always been hundreds of thousands of meu who could 

recite the Holy Book by rote from beginning to ond. And 
these reciters of the Hoiy Quran have nob been confined to any 
particular country. They have always been found in all Muslim 
countries. This is a privilege of which only the Holy Quran 
can boast; and the wonderful immunity that it has enjoyed and 
the special provisions God has made for its protection constitute 
another clear proof of the fact that this is a book for l\ll times. 

Another proof of the fact that the Holy Quran and no other 
book is now the only scripture which all nations have to follow is 
to be found in the circumstance t11at the languages in which the 
other scriptures were revealed are now all dead, and the Holy 
Qur::m is now the only scripture, the Iauguage of which is still a 

living language. This shows that all previous scripture11 are 
now dead and the only living book is now the Holy Quran. If 
God had meant that the older scriptures be followed, He would 
not have caused their languages to die. They have now become 
things of the past and can exert no living influence on the 
people. 

God has made another prov1s1on to preserve Islam from 
decay. The purity of the text of thQ Holy Quran was nob alone 
sufficient to preserve the faith from decay ; for, people might 
relapse into religious indifference in spite of the book. To 
guard against this, God has promised to raise teachers from 
time to time to revive the faith and to remove the abuses that 
may crop up among the Muslims. The Holy Prophet said '' God 
will raise at tho head of every century a reformer who will 
breathe new life into the faith.'' The Holy Quran gives the 
promise in the following words: '' God promises those of you 
who believe and do right that He will raise among them suc
cessors in the ea.rth as He raised successors among those before 
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them, and He will establish for them their religion which He 
has chosen for them." Elsewhere God likens the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) to Moses 
and in the verse quoted above He promises to raise successors 
to the Holy Prophets as He raised successors to Moses 'in order 

to establish the religion.' The greatest of these successors, 
viz., the Promised Messiah and Mahdi, was expressly mentioned 
by the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) as appearing to re•cstablish the faith in the world. 

Of the Promised Messiah, the Holy Prophet said '' Ile is a leader 
of yours from amongst you'' (Sahih Bukharee ). The prophecy 
is fulfilled in Ahmad, to whom I have already referred and who 
is the Prophet of the Modern Age. Thus the advent of the 

Holy Prophet as the giver of the Perfect Law does not preclude 

the coming of other prophets, but as now the Holy Quran is 
for all times and all lands, the future prophets must be 
successors to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) and must be the followers of the perfect 
law embodied in the Holy Book. No new prophet can now 
appear with a new law, but he must follow the law which 
has already been perfected and which supplies all the need'J of 

mankind. In other words, every new prophet must produce 
credentials bearing the seal of the Holy Prophet, for now the 

Holy Prophet is the Seal of the prophets. Thus Islam is now 
the living faith and all other religions are dead. 'The door 
of revelation is still open but the boon can be had only through 

Islam. N') other religion can produce men gifted with revela• 
tion, but Islam can still produce men to whom God speaks as 
He spoke to tho prophets of old. It was to prove this that God 
raised Ahmad. If other religions are living faiths, why is it 
that they do not produce inspired men, that is, men to whom God 
speaks as He spoke to the elect in by-gone times. The total 
absence of inspired men in other religions is a clear evidence 
of the hct that they are all dead ; and the rise of men like 
Ahmad in Islam clearly proves that now the only livinrr religion 
on the face of the earth is Islam. 

0 
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Notes and Comments. 

The Relics of Buddha and the Tomb of Jesus. 
The readers of our Review are well aware of the existeuce 

of a tomb in the Khan Yar Street at SrinAgar, Kashmere. H 
is generally known as the tomb of Nabi Sahib (a Prophet) and 
also as the tomb of Isa Sal'iib (Jesus). Historical works call it 

the tomb of Prophet Yus Asa f. Now there is a romance connected 
with the name of Yus Asaf, and as some details of the story 

bore some resemblance to tho story of Gautama Buddha, the 
view generally held by Cbristi?ns was that Yus A saf was only 
another name for Buddha. 1:Phis view was held before the dis
covery of the tomb and ought to have been relinquished after 
it was known that the remains of prophet Yus Asaf were buried 
at Srinagar, for the occupant of the Srinagar tomb could not be 
Buc!dha. But the Christian missionaries in India still stuck to 
the old view; for in giving up the theory they saw the death of 
Christianity. Buddha could not be the occupant of the tomb; 
for if it had been the tomb of Buddha, it ought to have been 
frequented by Buddhist pilgrims from all parts of the continent. 

Besides, the bones of Buddha were some years ago discovered near 

Nepal and now more relics have been discovered nenir Peshawar. 

The recent discovery of the relics of Buddha has interested the 
world for other reasons, but it has particular interest for us, for it 
explodes once £or all the theory persistently reiterated by the 
Indiau l\frisionaries that Prophet Yus Asaf (whose tomb lies at 

Srina.gar) was no other than Buddha. 

The evidences which lead to the identification of Yus Asaf 
with Jesus have already been detailed in the pages of this 
magazine aud need not be repeated here. The reader is referred 

to the following back numbers of the Review for some of the 
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articles dealing with the subject-Vol. II, Nos. 5, 9, 11 and 12 ; 
Vol. III, Nos. 5 and 6. 

'rhe mosb remarkable thing about the tomb is that it is known 
not only as the tomb of a Nabi Sahib but also as that of Isa Sahib 
(Jesus). Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad, son of the Pro
mioed Messiah, paid a visit to the tomb in July last, and when 
he asked an old woman (the last survivor of a long line of 
the hereditary attendants of the tomb) whose tomb it was, she 
replied, 'It is the tomb of lsa Sahib.' Being asked why she 
called it the tomb of Isa Sahib while the Maulvies believed Isa 
(Jesus) to be in the heavens, she said "Let them believe what 
they will. The name (Isa) is the one which we have been hear
ing from our forefathers. Therefore I cannot do otherwise than 
all him Isa in spite of what the Maulvies say.'' 'l1hc tomb has 
now been repaired and is frequently visited by European ex
cursionists. Another new fact which Mirza Mahmood Ahmad 
learnt was that the dust of the tomb is believed to possess healing 
properties and is often used for that purpose. It appears that 
Jesus healed many men in Kashmir by praying to God as he did 
in Palestiine and therefore the people began to use even the dust 
of his tomb after the death of the great healer. 
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