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The Spread of lsla1n, IX. 
An Unsurpassed Miracles. 

The entry of the Holy Prophet; ( may peace and the blessings 

CoNVERSIO~ 011' of God Le upon him) in Mecca is justly 
MECCA. described to be without a parallel in the 

annals of the world. 'The events connected 
with the conquest of the Holy City reveal the real character of 
the Holy Prophet (mq.y peace a.ud tihe blesi:.ings of Gud be upon 
him}. If any body desires to see what kind of man the Holy 
-Prophet was, let him reflect on t.he way in which he treated 
his inveterate foes at a time when they were completely at his 
mercy. In every thing he did and in every word he uttered, 
we find an evidence of a generosity towards the enemy of 
which it is impossible to find another example. Could anything 
be more generous than the command of the Holy Prophet 
"Whoever entereth the house of Abu Sufian shall be safe thi; 
day. Whoev<n• shutteth the door of his house shall be safe. 
Whoever taketh refuge in the Holy House shall be safe"? That 
he earnestly desired t0 save the Quraish is apparent from the 
fact that he· gave his generals strict orders not to fight except 
in the last extremity, and when he sa,v the gleaming swords of 
the division uDder Khalid on the other side of the city, he 
cried in anger ''What! did I not strictly command that there 
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shonld be no fighting?" When one of his generals began to 
recite the warlike words ' '110-day is the d,Ly of sln.ughtcr ; 
there is no safety this day for Mecca,' he at once deposed him 
and gave the command of the division to another. All these 

facts clearly '.!how that he did not wish that the blood of a single 
Meccan should be shed in the battle. These facts further show 
that even in the previous battles if he gave his companions 
permission to fight his enemies, it was only because there was 
no other alternative open to him. He had fought with them 
only in the last extremity. Now that the enemy was helpless, 
and lmd no power to withstand the Muslims, he strictly enjoined 
his followers to shed no blood. Not only the persons but also 
the property of the Meccans were to be respected. There was 
to be not only no fighting, but also no taking of prisoners. 

Entering the city as a conqueror, he hastened to the Holy 
House to worship his Lord who had given him the victory and 
offer his thanksgiving to Him for the unique success He bad 
vouchsafed to his mission. 'l'hen followed a scene which brought 
home to the Meccans the powerlessness of their gods. Taking 
his stand in the Ka'aba he pointed with his staff to the 360 
idols one by one, and those in whose cause not only the Quraish 
and tLeir allies but also many other tribes of Arabia had fought 
for so many years came tumbling to the ground at the command 
of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him). When the great inutge of Hobal that stood in front 

of the Ka.'aba, fell tv the gronnd wihh a crash, the Holy Prophet 

cried in the words of the Holy Quran: ~- Truth hath come 
and falsehood gone, for falsehood verily vanisheth away." These 
were the words of a pl'ophecy which he had uttered years 
before at Mecca while Islam was yet in its infancy and while 
the enemy wa,s engaged in vigorous efforts to stamp it out. 
The contest between the infidels and the Holy Prophet (may 
peace aud the blessings of God be upon him) was really a 

contest between the multitudinous gods of infidel Arabia 
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and the one God of Islam. The former were represented by 
hosts of haughty Arabs while the latter was represented by the 
solitary Prophet. Though apparently the chances of victory 
were all on the side of the heathen gods, and the solitary 
preacher was seemingly helpless against his numberless enemies, 
yet as the God of Islam is a powerful God, He gave the pro

mises of His assistance to His servant while he was yet power. 
less, and gave him the glad tidings of ultimate victory at a 

time when he know not where to hide his head. These promises 
of Divine assistance the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of God be upon him) announced to his persecuting 

enemies so that their fulfilment might be a sign to the people. 

These prophecies only added to their persecuting fury and they 

spared no means in their power to nip Islam in the bud. But 
God assisted His Prophet as He had promised, and the day 

when Mecca threw open its gates to ten thousand followers of 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of G-od be upon 

him) saw the complete fulfilment of the prophecies. The city 
which had cast out the Holy Prophet and his followers now 
lay at their feet and those who had sought to destroy them 

were now at their mercy. Nay, even the gods of the nation 

whose glory they had shed their blood to maintain were now 
being hewn down at the command of the Holy Messenger of 
God. The sight of their gods falling to the ground at the 
word of the Holy Prophet (may pef1ce m1d the blessings of 
God be upon him) made the idolaters of .Mecca reafom the utter 

helplessness of their gods au.d it was brought home to them 

that the idols which they had been \vorshipping were no better 

than st,ones .. 

When the ima6ca had been destroyed and the pictures of 

Abraham and the angels that were painted on the walls of the 
Ka'aba were obliterated, Bilal ascended to the top of the Ka'aba 

and sounded the call to prayer. Bilal who was now raising:. 

the cry of Allah-o-Akba,r (God is great) from the top of the 



456 TIIE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS, (November 

Ka•aba was the very man who used to be daily conducted by 

his infidel ma.ster to the burning sands of Batha and there 

subjected to the cruellest tortures. Ho\Y painful the sight was 

to many of the proud Qurnish may be judged from the words 
of one of the children of the Mecca,n chief, Saeed bin Al-Asi, 

who, hearing the cry of Bilal, exclaimed "· Verily God showed 

a great favour to our father Saeed thnt He caused him to die 
before this and thus spared him the pain of seeing this black 

negro on the top of the Ka'aba.'' 

When the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) em<wged from the Sacred Hall, he addressed 

the assembled multitude, saying: 1_s,; i -.:J)} t,.., i_r,!._;'j J:;,.~14 l!, 

t'~; J.c t; "0 descendants of the Quraish, how do you think 

I should act towards you?'' '· \Vith kindness a.nd pity, gracious 

brother and nephew,'' replied they. At these words, says 

Tibri, tears came into the eyes of the Holy Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him), and he sa,id: J ,.'j J uj t_; 

1.(J 4.lJ J ii!. 1 _,~J J r<~lc "-:-"!. Jt; ~ w ..... J!. ues.) J ('j L~.( 
jl.iilbJ J r:;j t_; J .,.~.i,i ti J l,!J~"'.::,,. )J ) t°"') ) :;lb ~ " I shall Rpeak to 

you as Joseph spoke to his brethren, •I shall not reproach you 

to-day; God will pardon you ; He is the most merciful of the 

merciful.' Go, for you are free." Let those who desire to see the 

true character of the Holy Prophet, (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) ponder over the words quoted above 

Could any body be more magnanimous, more generous, v.nd more 
gracious than the man who so freely pardoned his bitterest 

enemies. The people whose cruel pcrsccu tioa bad forced him 

and his faithful followers to fly from their beloved city, who 
had inflicted cruel tortures upon innocent men and women, who 

had sworn his life and th@ lives of his devoted companions, 
who had disgraced humanity by committing inhuman outrages 
even upon the lifoless dead, who had incited the Arab t,ribes to 

harass the small Muslim colony at Medina, who had repeatedly 

marched against Medina with overwhelming numbers determined 
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to crush out the small band of the faithful, who, in short, had 
spared no pains to destroy the Holy Prophet and his following 
and who had forfeited their lives by their murderous deeds, were 
freely pardoned by the noble Prophet (may peace and the bless
ings of God be upon him). Is it possible to cite another instance 
in which such blood-thirsty enemies were so liberally par<l011ed. 
Speaking of the conquest of Mecca, 1\fr. Stanley Lane Poole 
says: 11 He (the Holy Prophet) freely forga,ve the Koreish 
all the years of sorrow and cruel scorn in which they had 
a.ffiicted him, and gave an nmnesty to the whole population of 
Mekka. Four criminals whom justice condemned made up 
l\{uhammad's proscription list when lie entered ns a conqueror 
to the city of his bitterest enemies. 'l'he army followed his 

example, and entered quietly and pen.cably ... It was thus that 
Muhammad entered again his native city. Through all the 
annals of conquest the're is no t1·iit1nphant entry cornpm·able to 
this one." (The Speeches and 'l\1.ble-Talk of the Prophet Mu
hamnu1,d, pa.ge xiv ii). Even 'Muir hn.s been compelled to make 
the followiug confession : " The magnani inity with which l\tlu
hammad treated a. people who had so long hated and rejected 
him is worthy of all admiration.'' 

A few of the Meccans, conscious of their own unpardonable 
crimes, fled from the city, but their guilts were also pardoned 

and they returned to their homes in peace. Such was Ikrima, 
son of Abu Jahl, who fled to the sea-shore and there took a 
ship with the intention of flying to the di~tant province of 
Yemen. His wife, Omm-i-Hak:eem, came to t,he Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) and said 
"O Prophet of God, Ikrima has fled from thee to Yemen, for 
he fears be-ing killed. I beseech thee, therefore, to grant him 
pardon '' '' He is pardoned '' replied the Holy Prophet, a.-1d 
Omm-i-Hakeem forthwith set out in search of her fugitive 
husband. When she met him, she said, " Son of my uncle, 
I come to thee from the kindest, the most liberal and the best 
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of men. Don't, therefore, destroy yourself, for I have obtained 
pardon for thee from the Prophet.'' When lkrima came back 
to Mecca, the Holy Peophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) enjoined upon his followers not to call his 
father Ahu Jehl by any ha,rsh name, '" for the abuse of the 

dead," said he,'' off0nded the living." 

Among the fugitives was Habbar, who had made a ruffi.. 
auly attack upon the Holy Prophet's beloved daughter while 
she was escaping from Mecca under the escort of Kinana, She 
was fa.r adv::mcod in pregnancy and as she ·was mounting her 

c:l.mcl, Habbar drovo the buLt-cnd of his hmcc against her, 
throwing her to the ground and thus bringing on a miscarriage 
which cvcntnn.lly cnuscd her death. This Habbar also fled 

from Mecca and having remained absent for some time, came 
back to the Holy Prophet (rnay peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) and threw himself on his mercy, sayrng 
"I fled from thee to other lands and had a mind to join the 
Aja.mites, but then I called to my mind thy compassion, thy 

generosity, and thy pardoning of t,hose who transgress against 

thee. 0 Prophet of God, we were idobtcrs and God has 
guided us to the right path through thee and has rescued us 
from destruction. So pardon me my folly and the trouble 
I have been giving you. I confess my misdeed and admit my 
guilt." 'rhis confession on the part of Habbar obtained the 
ready pardon of the Holy JJrophot. The wrong was great, the 

crime was atrocious,-but the injury was personal. So pardon 

was granted unconditioimlly. 

Among those tlrnt iled from Mecca after its conquest by 
the }l[uslims was vVahshi, the Ethiopian, who had been hired 
by Hind to murder Hamza, the beloved uncle of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon Rim). 
From Mec~a he fled to 'l'ayif and when a deputation from Tayif 
went to Medina to wait on the Holy Pro-phet (may peace and 



1909.) THE SPREAD OF ISLAM, IX, 459 

the blessings of God he upon him), vVab8hi, learning that 
the Holy Prophet held the persons of mcsticngers as sacred 

availed himsel£ of the opportunity 1;o present himself before him. 
·when the Holy Prophcb (may peace and the blessings of God. 
be •.1pon him) saw him among the members of the deputation, 

he asked'' Art thou "\iVahshi ?'' 'Yes,' replied the Negro, '' Wast 
it thou that killed Hamza?'' •' It wn.s as thou sayest." Though 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 0£ God be 

upon him) pardoned the murderer of hio beloved uncle, yet so 

great was his grief for the death of his valiant and devoted 
uncle that the sight of his murderer gave him more pain than 

he could bear, and, therefore, he a8kecl the .Ethiopian to be 

so good as to keep out of his sight as far as possible. Even 

the story of this Abyssinian Negro 8hows how Islam conquered 

the hearts even of it3 bitterest foes n,nd how sincere was the 
faith even of bhose who were before the deadly enemies of 
Islam. Bukhari, the greatest, authority on traditions narrates 

a tradition in which ·yv ahshi is reprcsPntcd as saying: a When 

the H"lY Prophet died and Mnsa,ilama, the impostor, made his 
appearance, I said to myself, 'I will go to Mnsailarna. Perhaps 
I ma.y be able to kill him and thus make some atonement for 
the murder of Hamza.'" 'l'hen he proceeds to describe the 
way in which he pierced the impostor wilh his javelin, when 

another Mnslim sprang towards Musailam:1 mid smote his head 

wiGh his sword and a girl cried from the top of a house '' O 
Leader of the Faithful, it is the black 8lave that has killed 

him." The desire of vVahshi to make atonement for the murder 

of Hamza is a clear evidence of the fact that he was sincere 
in his profession of the faith. 

Even Hind, who had chewed the heart of Hamza at the 

battle of Ohnd and had cut off his ears and nose and strung 

them into a necklace was pardoned by the Holy Prophet who 

was mercy incarnate. She, mixing with other women and 

drawing a veil over her face, came to the Holy Prophet (may 
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peace and the blessings of God be upon him) while the latter 

was at Abta,h and said '' God be praised who has given victory 
to His religion which He chose for Himself. Verily thy mercy 

will be extended to me. I am a woman that bclieveth in God 

and testifieth to Him." Then removing the veil from her 

face, she said" I a.m Hind, daughter of Otba." "Welcome you 
are!'' replied the IIoly Prophet graciously (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) and Hind, once the bitterest 
foe of Islam, was freely forgiven.' Hind is reported to have 

said that she had often in vision seen herself standing in the 
sun, unable to move towards the shade although nigh at hand, 

but that when the Holy Prophet approached Mecca, she saw 
that she had passed from the sun to the shade, which turned 

out to be the cool shade of Isbm. Hind was so overwhelmed 
with the kindness of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be npon him) that she said to him "rrhere was 

not a family on thJ £ace of the earth which I longed to see 

disgraced s,we your family, but to-day your family i:-.; the 
dearest of families to me." 

Omm-i-Hani, tlrn daughter of the Iloly Prophet's uncle Abu 
Talib, approf~ched the Holy Prophet tmay peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) with the request that two men who had 

sought shelter in hor house might be pardoned. He received 

her graciously and sa.id ''I give protection to whomsoever thou 
dost give protection.'' 

TbesB deeds of mercy lead n.n impartial reader to important 

conclusions. '.l'het,e settle onco for ail the question whether it 
was the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the blessings of God be 

be upon him) or his enemies t.hab were the aggressors. No 
sensible man will a.dmit that the man who wu,s all-mercy t;o bis 
bitterest and cruellest enemies was first to wage war against 

them. Nothing can be more unreasonable than to suppose that 
the man who was so anxious to spare each and every Meccan 
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when they were completely in his power drew his sword againsb 
his fellow-citizens and fellow-countrymen without being forced 
to do so. If the reader desires to gauge the depth of his love 
for his native city and realise the circumstances under which he 
was forced to :fly from it, let him reflect on the following words 
of his which he addressed to his native city when he entered it 
as a conqueror after long years of exile and afilictien :-"Thou 
art the choicest spot on the earth unto me, and the most delect

able. If thy people had not cast me forth, I never had forsaken 
thee." When the Medinite Muslims saw the Rtrength of his 
attachment to Mecca, his love for all that lived in Mecca and the 
forbearance and generosity with which he treated them, they 

began to fear that he might spend the remaining years of his life 
in his n:ittive city which he loved so ardently and among the 
people to whom he had accorded so magnanimous a treatment, 
but if the Holy Prophet was attached to his native city 
and was exceptionally kind to his people, he could nob 
forget the devotion and self-sacrifice with which the natives of 
Medina had assisted him and his companions when the cruelties 
of the Meccans had compelled them to fly from their homes and 
seek shelter among strangers. He was too grateful to them to 
forget them in his hour of triumph, and attached as he was to his 
native city, he assured them he would never quit Medina, the 
city of his Helpers. ''Where ye live, there will I live, and there 

too shall I die." 

If the reader is still in doubt as to which of the two parties 
was the aggressive, let him ponder over the words which he 
addressed to the Qurai&h, assembled in the court of Ka'aba. 
"Descendants of the Quraish, how do you think I should act 
towards you?.'' What do these words mean? They evidently mean 
that the descendants of the Quraish had been guilty of aggression 
towards him and that they now deserved to be punished for their 
offences. 'l'heir reply supports the conclusion. HWith kindness 
and pity, gracious brother and nephew." They plead guilty and 
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implore forgiveness. They did not say that they were the 
oppressed rather than the oppressors, but being conscious of their 
own guilty conduct from beginning to end, they begged for pity 
and called him 'gracious brother and nephew,' which he could not 
have been if he had been the aggressor. Again, while making 
the announcement that he had pardoned them all, he compared 
himself to Proplrnt Joseph and the Quraish to the brethren of 
Jo3eph; and his comparison could not have held good, if the 
guilt of aggression bad been imputable to him. As the brethren 
of Joseph had sought to destroy Joseph, similarly, the Quraish 
had sought to destroy him, but as Joseph returned the evil of 
his brethren with good and freely pardoned them, similarly the 
Holy l'rophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
returned the cruelties of the Quraish with kindness and liberally 
pardoned the whole population of Mecca. 

The unconditional pardon of the Mecca.us leads to another 
important conclusion. It shows that it was not to compel men 
to embrace Islam that tl1e Muslims had resorted to the sword. 
The Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of GoJ be upon 
him), in pardoning the Quraish, merely said, ·1I say unto you 
as my brother Joseph said to his brother 'I shall not reproach 
you to-day; God will pardon you; He is the most merciful of the 
merciful. Go, fm· you are free.' " He did not make the pardon 
conditional on embracing the faith. He allowed them to go, 
without requiring them to embrace Islam. 'I1hey were still 
idolaters when he granted them liberty. If his object in waging 
the war had been to force men to accept his religion, here was 
the whole of Mecca in his power and he could not have a better 
opportunity to force his religion on the city. Or, if his object 
in resorting to the sword was to destroy the unbelievers, here 
was an infidel t:ity at his mercy and he could have butchered its 
inhabitants if he had so willed. But he neither required them 
to accept Islam as a condition of liberty, nor put any of them 
to sword for unbelief; on the other hand, he said to the idolaters 
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of Mecca, "Go, Jor you are free.'' The idea of the forcing of 
Islam on helpless people or of killing them for their unbelief 

could find no access to his noble mind, nay, not even for a single 
moment, for he was above such meanness. Alas, a great in
justice has been done to a magnanimous mind by the Christian 
bigots, who, blinded by religious prejudice, have not seen the 
nobility of mind which characterised the Holy Founder of Islam 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) and have 

attributed to him the base motive of forcing his religion on the 
people in his wars with his numberless enemies. The truth 
is that war was forced on him and when the power of the enemy 
was broken, he strictly ordered his followers to sheath their 
swords and spare t,heir foes. 

Contrast with his magnanimous treatment of his bitterest 
enemies, the way in which they had treated him and his follo
wers. '\¥hen the enemy was in his power, he pardoned them 
all, not even requiring them to adopt Islam, thus showing that 
if he had fought wit,h them, he had done so with reluctance and 
under compulsion, and that forceful conversion or destruction 
of the unbelievers was never the object of his resort to arms. 
But the fact that the Quraish had sought to kill the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him} 
and th~t whenever Mu.dim individuals or :Muslim parties fell 
into their hands or into those of their allies, they were either 
butchered like sheep or forced to recant or subjected to torture, 
clearly shows that the object of the unbelievers in waging war 
with the Muslims was no other t-han to destroy the Muslims and 
to eradicate Islam, 

That the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) left the Meccans entirely to themselves in the 
matter of faith is apparent even from the unwilling testimony 
of Sir William Muir, who says: "'A.lLhough the city had cheer
fully accepted his authority, all its inhabitants had not yet 
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embraced the new religion, nor formally acknowiedged his 
prophetic claim. Perhaps he intended to follow the course he 
had pursued at Medina, and leave their conversion to be 
gradually accomplished without compulsion." 

Though the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be npon him) left the Meccans entirely to themselves in 

the matter of religion, yet they began to embrace the faith in 
large numbers. Hosts upon hosts came to him as he was seated 
on the hill of Safa and adopted the faith of Islam. He took 
from them the usual pledge. "Thoy would not adore anything; 
they would not commit larceny, adultery or infanticide; they 
would not utLer falsehood, nor speak evil of women.'' The 
spread of Islam among the Meccans was so rapid that within a 
few weeks we find two thousands of them fighting faithfully by 
his side. The sincerity of their faith is apparent from the fact 
that there were no ·hypocrites' at Mecca nor any relapse even in 
the rebellion that followed the Holy Prophet's death (may peace 
and the t>lessings of God be upon him). 

The scene that was enacted on the hill of Safa is indeed 
one of which there is no parallel in the 

A GRAND MIRACLE. history of the world, but surprizing as 
the conversion of Mecca may appear, 

it was but a natural consequence of the grand miracle which 

the city of Mecca witnessed on the day of the conquest. 

Mecca had been a witness to the growth of Islam from its 
very birth. About twenty years before, there had arisen in the 
city a prophet who denounced their national deities and invited 
them to the true God. The whole city rose against him and 
spared no means in its power to thwart his efforts. At first his 
preachings were treated with scorn and ridicule, but when his 
mission began to gain ground, and some of the citizens responded 
to his call, ridicule and contempt gave place to active hostility 

and hot persecution. His followers were subjected to tortures 
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and his supporters were laid under a ban. Pitiable was the 
condition of the converts to Islam and hopeless to all appearance 

was the task of the Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him). The gr~at leaders of the city were 
all resolved to crush out the new movement and cruellest 
means were relentlessiy resorted to achieve this end. Every 
tribe took upon itsel£ the task of stamping out the faith in 

its own circle and miserable was the plight of the converts to 

the faith. 'When the poor 1\foslims sought relief from the 

persecution at home by fleeing to outlying places, every attempt 
was made to prevent their flight. At last when all these 
measures failed t.o check the growth of Islam, the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon upon) with all 
his friends and relatives was shut up in a defile, and all com
munication with the outside world was effectually cut off. 

But did this persecution daunt the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him} ? Did these merciless 
measures damp his spirit or extinguish bii; courage ? No, on 
the other hand, he was as zealous in hii; preachings and as 
bold in his denunciations of idolatry as ever. But the most 

striking feature of his preachings at this period is his bold 
proclamation of prophecies which announced the destruction of 
his bitter enemies, and the final triumph of his cause. Consider, 

on the one hand, the fire of animoi;ity which was raging in the 
whole city of .Mecca against him and which threatened to con

sun:e his small band of defenceless followers, and reflect, on the 

other hand, on the predictions which he announced to his 

bitterest enemies, the Quraish. When he and his followers were 

being mercilessly persecuted, God sent him His Word 'bidding 
him to bear the persecution patiently for Divine help was nigh 
at hand.' " Follow what is revealed to thee," said the vVo-rd 
of God "and be patient, until God judges, for He is the best 
of judges'' (x, 109). Again '• Be thou patient then, verily 

God's promise (of assistance) is true !." (xxx, 60), When he 
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was treated with scorn, God comforted him, saying '' rrhere 

have been prophets before thee mocked at, but that encompassed 
them which the scoffers among them mocked at (vi, 10) . 
.Again, '' Called liars too were apostles before thee ; but they 

were patient of being called liars and of being hurt, until our 
help came to them ; for there is none to change the Words of 
God, and verily there has come to thee the story of those He 
sent " (vi, 34). He repeatedly received the assurance that 
Divine assista.nce was sure to come to him at last. A few of 

the verses which gave the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) the promise of divine assistance, 

at a time when persecution raged hot on every side, may be 
cited hero for the perusal of the reader:-

( a,) "Until when the apostles despaired and they 
thought t,hat they were proved liars, Our help 
came to them'' (xii, 110). 

(b.) ,~ Think then not indeed that God fails in his promise 

to His apostles; Verily God is mighty, the Lord 
of vengeance.'' (xiv 48). 

(c). •'Verily, we will help our apostles, and those who 

believe, in the life of this world and on the day 
when the witnesses shall stand up'' (xl, 54). 

(d.) '~And verily, Our Word has been passed to Our ser• 
vants, the apostlss, that they should be helped 

and that verily it is Our hosts that prevail " 

(xxxvii, 171). 

(e.) ''We have sent before thee apostles unto their people, 
and they came to them with manifest signs ; and 
We took vengeance upon those that sinned, and 
due from us was to help the believers u (xxx, 46.) 

(f.) 4' Is not God sufficient for His servant 1'; (xxxix, 36). 
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Thus though the enemy was labouring day and night to 
extirpate Islam, the powerful God of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him), assured him t,h at 

He would assist him against his persecutors as He had assisted 

the apostles that had been raised before him and that his cause 

would triumph in spite of all the endeavours which the enemy 

was making to make it a failure. Such assurances under the 

most dispiriting conditions could only have been given by the 

Omnipotent God. "'When the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) and his companions were in dire 

straits at MeGlca, the Word of God came upon him bearing the 
glad tidings that better times were about to dawn on them. God 

said ~ "Verily, difficulty is to be followed by ease!'' (xciv, 5), 

Again, ''Surely the hereafter is better for thee than the 

former'' (xciii, 4). 

Not only the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
of God be upon him) received assurances of Divine assistance 
but even the proud foe, while engaged in the barbarous task 
of inflicting excruciating tortures on the ::Muslims with a view 

to blot out the new religion, was warned of the punishment that 
was in store for him not only in the world to come but in this 

very world. He wc:1.s told in clear words that the path he 
followed would lead him to ruin, that his power would be 

totally crushed, and that the cause of Isla.in would triumph in 
the end. Here are some of the verses which foretold the final 

triumph of truth in spite of all the exertions of the enemy to 
uproot it.-

(a.) "Say, 'Truth has come, and falsehood has vanished! 
verily, falsehood is vanishing.'" (xvii, 83). It was 
this verse which the Holy Prophet recited when 
the great gods of the Arabs that had been placed 

in the Holy House of God were being hewn down 

to the ground ; and his purpose in reciting the 
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verse on that occasion was to remind the spec

tators of the prophecies of the final triumph of 
Islam that he had announced at Mecca at a time 

wheii. the religion was being trampled under foot 

by the haughty Quraish. 

(b.) ''Nay, We will cast the truth over falsehood, and it 

shall smite it and lo, it vanisheth !'' (xxi, 18.) 

(c.) '' They will desire thee to inform them whether this 

be trnc? Say: yes ! by my Lord it is the very 
truth: n,nd it is not ye who can weaken Him 

(x, 54). 

(d,) " And be not grieved rtbout the unbelievers, and be 

not troubled at their devices; verily God is with 
those who fear Him and who do good deeds." 
{xvi, i28.) 

These and similar prophecies which foretold success for 
Islam are remarkable owing to the circumstances under which 
they were delivered. 'rl1ese were published at a time when the 

enemy that sought the destruction of Islam was at the height 

of his power and when the condition of the few converts that 
had embraced Islam wa,s extremely pitiable. As the infidels 
grew more vehmcnt in their persecution of Islam, the threats of 

the punishments that la.y in store for them grew more and more 

clear and forcible. :Ma.rk the force of the following prophecies 

which the persecuted Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) announced to his infuriated enemies :-

(a.) --Disgrace in God's eyes and a vehement punish
ment shall come on transgressors for their 
plottings" (vi, 124). 

(b). "He hath power to send on you a punishment from 
above you, or from beneath your feet. or to clothe 
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you with discord, and to make some of you to taste 
the violence of others ............ To every propehcy 

is its set time, and i11 the end ye shall know it '' 
(vi, 65-66). 

(c.) "Verily, that which is threatened you shall surely 
come to pass, neither shall ye frustrate it 
(vi, 134). 

(d.) •'But as for those who treat our signs as lies, We 
·.vill gradually bring them to punishment by means 
of which they know not. And thou.gh I lengthen 
their days to them, verily My fighting is mighty 
(vii, 181-82). 

(e.} ''Ye have called the apostle a liar, but it shall be 
a punishment which ye cannot shake off'' (xv, 75). 

(f.) ''Say, 'One thing only do I advise you :-that ye 
stand up for God's sake two and two, or singly, 
and then reflect thnt in your fellow-citizen there 
is no madness: he is no other than your warner 
before a severe punishment'' (xxxiv, 46). 

The grandeur of these prophecies can be realised only when 
we reflect that they were announced when the enemy was full 
of pri<le and the poor converts hardly knew where to seek for 
shelter. These declarations were made when the Muslims were 
being dragged to the burning sands of the desert and exposed 
on the scorching gravel of the valleys with heavy stones placed 
on their breasts and with their tongues lolling out for thirst. 
Such powerful announcements under such gloomy conditions 
bespoke the might of the Lord that had raised the Prophet at 
Mecca. (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) and 
had power to vanquish his foe. I£ the reader desires to realise 
the full force of these prophecies, let him transtport himself in 
imagination to the time when the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
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the blessings of God be upon him) and his companions lived a 
persecuted life at Mecca and when haughty Abu Jehl and his 
powerful associates stalked proudly in the streets of the city. 
,vhen the grouring wrath of the citizens of Mecca made them 
redouble their exertions to destroy the new religion, they were 

told that Islam was not a religion which could be suppressed 
by human efforts. The mighty hand of God was the support 
of the religion and all the efforts which the enemies were making 
to uproot it were utterly fruitless. Could such words. I ask the 

reader, as the following, be addressed by the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upou him), to his powerful 
enemies, unless the mighty hand of God had been his support :-

(a,) 

(b.) 

(c.) 

'' 0 my people ! act as best as ye can : I verily will 
act my part and soon shall ye know whose will be 
the recompem,e of the above, (i.e., which of us 

will be rewarded with success in the end)! Verily 

the unjust shall not prosper '' (vi, 135.) 

'' Again, God bade him to say to the Quraish what 

Noah had said to his people, viz., '' If, O my 

people! my stay with you and my reminding 

you of the signs of God be grievous to you, yet 

in God is my trust : master therefo1·e, your designs 
and your associates, and let not you.1· designs be 

car1·iecl on by you in the clarlc : then do all you can 
1·especting me and delay me not'' (x, 72.) 

" Again he said te his people in the words of Howed 
' the Prophet; " Conspire against me altogether 

and delay me not. Lo, I trust in God, my Lord 
and yours " (li, 58, 59). 

" Again, in the words of prophet Shu'aib : " And, 
0 my people_! act with what power ye can for my 
hurt : I verily act : and ye shall know on w horn 

shall light a punishment that shall disgrace him
1 
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and who is the liar. Await yo: verily I will await 
with you " (xi, 95, 96.) 

(e.) God said to him: " Say, I am only inspired that 
your God is one God; are ye then resigned to 

Him.' But if they turn their backs, then say, 
•I have proclaimed (war) against you all alike, 
but I know not if what ye are threatened with 

be near or far!'" (xxi, 119.) 

'l'he foregoing verses were all revealed at Mecea and the 
boldness with which the seemingly forlorn prophet braved his 

bloody enemies to do all that lay in their power to uproot 
Islam and the confidence with which he prophesied his own 

triumph aud tho extinction of his persecutors are simply 

amazing. 'l1hese utterauce:c; were evidently not the word of 
man but the word of the Omnipotent God who had power to 
destroy the enemies of Islam and give victory to His messenger. 
N O mortal, could under the circumstances, defy his powerful 

enemies as the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) did at Mecca. 'l'hese very utterances are 

a proof of his divine mission for those who reflect. 

The enemy, seeing the utter h6lplessness of the converts 

to Islam and their own greatness and power, never dreamed 

tha.t these predictions would ever come out to be true. They 
laughed these prophecies to scorn and asked: '' Which of the 
two parties is in better plight? and which is the more goodly 
company?'' '110 this they received the reply: "How many 
ge!lerations have We brought to ruin, who surpassed them in 
riches and in splendour '' (xix, 75) u.od they were told that 
11 they shall soon know whieh is iu the worse state and which 
the more weak in forces " (xix, 7G). When the Qurai:sh said" 
~•Weare a victorious host "{liv, 4,t), and therefore, it was they 

that would prevail in the end, the Holy Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him) 1·~plied in the words of 
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the Holy Quran, "The host shall be routed, and they (the 

Quraish) shall turn their backs in :flight'' (liv, 45). Could these 
be the words of a mortal? God repeatedly told them their 
hosts shall be of no avail to them. Thus, He said, ''Or who is 
this who will be a host for you, to help you against the merciful? 
-the misbelievers are only in delusion !" (lxvii, 20). Again: 
'Until when thsy see what they are threatened with, then shall 

they surely know who is the more weak at helping and fewer 
in numbers. Say, 'l know not whether what you are threatened 
with be nigh or whether my Lord hath assigned to it a distant 
period'' (lxxii, 25, 26). 

God repeatedly called upon the enemies of the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon himl to learn a 
lesson from the fate of those that had persecuted the former 

prophets. The Holy Quran related to them the stories of tho 

earlier prophets and their enemies and exhorted the people of 

Mecca to profit by the example of those that had gone before 

them. It said : "Their stories (i.e., those of tl:ie former prophets) 
are a lesson to those endued with understanding.'' (xii, 111), 
Again, ''How many generations have we destroyed before them, 
mightier than they in strength . . . • • Lo ! herein is warning 
for him who bath a heart, or lendeth the ear and is attentive 

(L, 35, 36). And again: "So those who were before them brought 
chRrges of imposture: but see what was the end of the unjust." 
(L, 40). The Holy Quran abounds in such warnings as the 
followings :-"Say •God through the land: then see what bath 

been the end of those who treated the prohpets as liars''' (vi, 11). 
The story of every prophet that is related in the Holy Quran is 
a. prophecy of the destruction of the enemy and the triumph 

of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him). Thus, the Sura entitled the Poets' narrates the 
story of seven prophets, Moses, Abraham, Noah, Houd, Salib, 
Lot and Shuaib, and after narrating how God aided the prophets 
and vanquished their enemies, the Holy Quran concluded each 



190!).) TIIlll Sl'GEAD OF ISLAM, IX. 473 

story by saying: '' Verily in that is a sign, but most of them 
will never be believers; and verily, thy Lord is mighty and 
merciful.'' 'l'he long story of Prophet Joseph is also expressly 
described as contnining not one but many prophecies relating 

to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) and his brethren the Qurai1:,h. 'l'he story begir,.s 
with the words: ''Assuredly in Joseph and his brethren are 

signs for the inquirers'' (xii, 7.) When the story concludes, 

God says :-''This is of the prophecies of tho unseen which We 
reveal to thee (xii, 103), And indeed the story of Joseph bears a, 

remarkable resemblance to that of the Holy Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him). Ju~t as the brethren of 
Joseph conspired against Joseph, so did the Quraish, the brethren 
of the Holy Prophet conspire against hirn. Again as Joseph had 

to live for some time in an old well in the wilderness, so the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 

him) had to pass three days in the da,rk C<Wern of Thaur. And 
again, m; Joseph, whom his brethren had cas~ out of their land 
received honour in a fot'Oign land, V'iZ., the land of Egypt, 
so the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) who was rejected by his fellow cifo::ens and kinsmen, 

the Quraish, attained both honour and glory in the city where 
he l::iad taken refuge. And lastly as a strange revolution of time 
brought the brethren of Joseph, to their knees and they, in utter 
humility had to confess their ti-ansgressions against Joseph, 
and say "By God, surely now hath God chosen thee above us 

and verily we have been sinners!.'' Similarly the proud Quraish, 

the brethren of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

of God be upon him) had at last to implore his forgiveness, 

saying:-~) .,).j .}; _, ~~ ){ t ) \Y! I_, ("~ _/ t 1 • 1 .J~!i.. " Treat us 
with kindness and pity, gracious brother and nephew ; and 
verily thou hast obtained power over us." And just as Joseph 
not only pardoned his brothren but treat,ed them with kindness 

so the noble prophet granted total amnesty to the whole city of 
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Mecca, using the very words of Joseph, thus showing that the 
prophecy which God had announced years before at Mecca had 

that day saw its consummation. 

In short even the stories of the prophets were so many 
prophecies which foretold success for the Holy Prophet and 

punishment for his enemies, if they persisted in their evil 

ways. 

\,Vben the enemies who did not desist from their persecution 
of l,h0 faithful were repeatedly threatened with punishment 
they inquired: "When will this threat come to pass? Tell us 
if you be men of truth'' (xxxiv, 28). 'rl1ese demands of theirs 
are rcforred to in various places in the Holy Quran. 11hus in 
the chapter entitled Hud, we have the following :-"And if we 
defer t,hoir clrnstisemcnt to some definite time, they will assuredly 
exclaim, "What keepeth it back?'' ':I.1hese repeated demands 
on the part of the Quraish clearly show that they never dreamed 

of the fulfilmeot of these threats. 1rhey were so powerful and 
the Muslims were so helplessly weak that apparently there was 
not the remotest chance of the fulfilment of the prophecies 
which predicted the triumph of the Muslims over their enemies. 
But the most wonderful of thA prophecies was that which 
spoke of the total disappearance of the idolaters. Nothing could 
be more strange than the £act that the powerful idolaters of 
Mecca that had devoted themselves to the task of extirpating 
Islam, should totally disappear and the city of Mecca should be 

tlHi abode of the ~I uslims. But the Word of God that was 
rev9aled to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) at Mecca at a time when the poor converts to the 
new faith were being bitterly persecuted by their powerful 
enemies, clearly stated that the city of the bitter enemies was 
soon to become the city of the faithful. Could anything, I 
ask, be more wonderful than this? Was it possible for a mortal 
to make such a prophecy at a time when the enemy was at the 
height of his power and the small band of ~he faithful was 
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being trodden under heels. But such wonderful prophecy was 
actually made by the Holy Prtphet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) and those who are not disposed to give 
credence to this statement may tnrn to the following verses of 
the Holy Quran which were all revealed a,t Mecca, as the readers 
may satisfy themselves by referring to Rodwell's or Palmer's or 

Sale's translation of the Holy Quran. 'rhey wil I be surprised to 
find that this prophecy did not confine itself to Mecca, but 
rf"ferred to the whole land of Arabia, a circumstance which only 
doubles our astonishment. Some of the verses containing the 
prophecy are as follows :-

( a.) And already have We written in the Psalms after 

the reminder that 'the earth shall My righteou8 
se'l"vants inherit.' (xxi, 104, 105). 

(b.) Hath not the story reached you of tbose who were 
before you, the people of Noah, and Ad, and 
Thamud, and of those who lived after them ........ . 
vVhen their prophets came to them with proofs 
of their mission, they laid their hands on their 
mouths and said 'In sooth, we believe not your 
message'............... And they who believed not 

said to their Apostles, 'Forth from our land. will 

we surely drive you, or, to our religion surely shall 
ye return.' Then their Lord revealed to them, 

We will certainly destroy the wicked doers, and 
\Ve shall cause you to dwell in the land after them. 
This, for him who dreadeth My judgment seab 

and who dreadeth my menaces. Then sought 
they help from God, and every proud rebellious 
one perished, (xiv, 9-18~ 

(c.) The Holy Prophet ( may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) recited to his followers what Moses 

had said to his men ''Cry unto God for help and 
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bear up pat,iently, verily the Earth is God's ! to 
such of His servants as He pleaseth doth He give 
it as heritage; and for those who fear Him is a 
happy issue............. It may be that your Lord 

will destroy your foe and make you his successors 
in the land ; and lle will see how you act," 
(vii, 125, 12G). 

(d.) In the Sura entitled The Thunder, the Holy Quran 
explains by means of illustration that the enemies of 

Ish1m who seemed to have tho upper hand for the 
time being were like the froth that surmounts a 
stream of water and the Muslims who were being 
trampled under foot by the unbelievsrs were like the 

water which is covered by the froth and that as the 
froth soon subsides and disappears and the water 
that was underneath the foam comes to light, 

similarly the enemies of Islam will soon vanish 

and the Muslims will b8 the dwellers in the land. 
'l'he same verses contain another illustration in 
which the infidels are compared to the scum that 
arises on gold when its is heated in crucibles and 
it is said that just as the scum is thrown off, 
similarly the infidels will be destroyed and only 
the Muslims, the pure gold which is useful to man, 
·will remain. The verses containing these illue

trations run thus :-''He sendeth dowu t-he rain 
from hen.ven: then flow the torrents in their due 
measure, and the flood beareth along a ~welling 
foam; and out of that ore which they ignite in 
the fire for the s.ako of ornaments or utensils, a 
like scum ::triseth. In this way doth God depict 
truth and falsehood. .As to the scum, it passeth 

off Wee froth, and as to what is useful to ma.n, it 

remaineth on the earth. Thus does God strike out 
parables!" (xiii, 18). 
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Even more wonderful than the prophecy of the disappear-

ance of the unbelievers and the dwelling of the Muslims in the 
land is the prediction which said that the people would see so 
many signs that they would at last see the truth of Islam. 

When the people impatiently demanded the fulfilment of the 
prophecies referred to above, God said, '~l\fan is created out of 
haste. I will show you my signs ; desire them not then to be 
hastened.'' (xxi, 38). And again: ''And say, Praise be to God! 
He will show you His signs, and ye shall acknowledge them 

and of what ye do, thy Lord is not regardless. (xxv1i, 95 ). " The 
followihg verse clearly stated that they would see so many 
signs that they would at last be convinced of the truth of 
Islam :-"vV e will show them our signs in the regions ( i.e., 
among other people and among themsel vcs, until it becomes plain 
to them that it is the truth." (xli, 53) . 

The last verse contained a further announcement. It told 
of signs, not only among the people of Mecca, but also among 

other people. The Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) was to be aided not only against the 

Quraish, but also against other people. rl111ere was to be not 

one enemy but many enemies, and all were to be vanquished 
and thus furnish a proof that God was with the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him} and not \Vith 

his enemies. This prophecy was fulfilled when after the flight 
to Medina, the Holy Prophet had to face a legion of enemies. 
At Meecu., h'3 had to face the persecution of the Quraish only, 
but after his taking refuge at Medina, he had to encounter 

fresh difficulties and more cuemi~s. He had uot only to repel 
the attacks of the Quraish, who were now more determined then 
ever to crush the tender plant of Islam, but had also to guard 
himself and his faithful followers from the intrigues of the 
Jews, from the jealousy of the Disaffected citizens, from the 

murderous forays of the neighbouring tribes, from the organised 

attacks of the numerous powerful tribes of the desert, 
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from the hostility of the Christian tribes of the north
enemies as dangerous as the Quraish. He had even moro 
formidable enemies in the Byzantine and the Persian 
empires, and it was merely through the help of God that in 
spite of so many enemies, his cause prospered and his foes could 
do him no harm. God assisted him against every enemy that 

stretched forth his hand to smite him, and thus there was not 
one but many signs of his truth and His success against each 

of bis enemies was a sign to the people that he was a messenger 

of God and his triumph over every enemy made it the more 
plain that the powerful hand of God was his protector. Thus 
God showed signs not only among the Qura.ish hut even 'in the 

regions,' as the Holy Quran says and 'until it become plain tl1at 
it was the truth' 

The final success of the once forlorn Prophet of Mecca and 
his triumph over numberless foes that Hew at his throat with 
daggers drawn from all sides w.as itself a.n unsurpassed miraclea 
History does not furnish another instance of such }1 unique 
success. Even if there had been no prophecy fortelling his 
final taiumph over his powersul enemies at a time when he 
lived as au outlaw at Mecca, his triumph was in itself a wonder
ful miracle, but the miracle becomes the more grand when we 

couple with it the powerful prophecies which the forlorn aod 

rejected prophet announced at Mecca. I once more ask the 

reader to ponder over the prophecies which I have quoted above 

and many more which he will find in the Snras of the Meccan 
period, consider the circumstances under which they were 
proclaimed and then see the result. I believe no just minded 
ma.n will deny the incomparable grandeur of this miracle. \Vhat 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) had predicted at Mecca could not be predicted by any 

mortal and the wonderful fulfilment of his prophecies is writ; 
large on the pages of history. No paius were srared to make 

his Ciuse a failure and no stone was left unturned to destroy 
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him and his foHowers, but in spite of all this he attained a 
success, a, parallel to which one would in vain seek in the pages 

of history thus proving that God had been his helper. God had 

said that if the wicked leaders of the Quraish corn pelled him to 

leave Mecca, they would not lag behind for long and would soon 
issue forth from their homes to destruction and ruin, "They 

hn.d well-nigh enticed thee from the land (of Mecca) to turn 

thee out therefrom ; but then-they should not tarry after thee 

except a little. (This is) the course of those of our prophets 

whome we have sent before thee; and thou shalt find no change 
in our course. (xvii, 78, 79). Such were the words of the 
Holy Quran, and exact accordance with this prophecy, Abu 
Jehl and other Maccan lenders, enticed by a desire to crush 

Islam, issued forth from Mecca never to return to it and thus 

was fulfilled what the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
h1essings of God be upon him; had so often proclaimed at 
Mecca, for the day of Badr saw the destruction of the bitter 
persecutors of Islam. That day was also fulfilled the word of 

God which said ''Do they say, we are a victorious host. The 
host shall be routed and they shall turn their backs in 

flight.'' (liv,44, 45). At Mecca, the Holy Prophet (may peace 
nd the blessings of God be upon l1im) had said 4'Our Lord shall 
assemble u~ together, then He shall decide between us with 
justice, for He is the Judge who knows'' (xxxiv, 25). That 
meeting took place a.t Badr when God decided between the two 

l)artiei; with justice and gave victory to the party that was in 

the right. ·when this prophecy was published, no body even 
dreamt that such a meeting would ever take place and that the 
converts that were being troddEn under foot by the proud 

Quraish would ever meet them in battle and utterly rout their 

persecutors. Bnt this ,.,·as the word of one 'who knows' and 

who bath power over every thing.' 

Even at Medina, the Muslims were utterly weak compared 

wibh their numerous enemies, and even there God continued 
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His promises of af:lsistance. I give below some of the verses 
revealed at Medina promising victory and assistance to the 
Muslims against their powerful foes:-

( a.) ''God hath written this dec1•ee :-'I will surely 
prevail, I and my apostles.' Truly God is strong, 
mighty" (lviii, 21). 

(b.) "They {the companions of the Holy Prophet) are 
God's crew; ay, God's crew, they shall prosper '' 

(lviii, 22). 

{c.) "Truly they who oppose God and His apostle, shall 
be brought low, as those who were before them 
were brought low" (lviii, 6.) 

(d.) HAdd how many cities were mightier in strength 
than the city which bath cast thee forth ! We 
destroyed them, and there was none to help them " 
(xlvii, 14.) 

(e.) "God will help thee with a mighty help '' 
(xlviii, 3.) 

(f.) •'Permission (for fighting) is given to those who 
have been fought against, because they have been 
transgressed against; and verily, God is well 
able to succour them-those who have been 
driven forth from their homes, only because they 
so.y, ••Our Lord is God." ...••.•. And him 
who helpeth God will God suro1y help: verily, 
God is strong, mighty. (xxii, 40~ 41). 

(g). ''Say : <God snfficetl1 : there is no God but He. 
In Him put I my trust'' (Ix, 130), 

(k). "Twenty of you who stand firm shall vanquish two 
hundred, and if there be a hundred of you, they 
shnll vanq nish a thousand of the unbelievere ,, 
(viii, G6.} 
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{i,) "And be not faint-hearted, and be not sorrowful: 

For ye shall gain the upper hand if ye be belie
vers " (iii, 133.) 

(j.) "Say to the infidels, 'Ye shall be worsted " (iii, 10.) 

Many more verses of the Medina period might be quoted, 
but I believe, the foregoing verses will suffice to show that even 
at Medina, where the Muslims had to face far greater difficulties 
and had more numerous enemies than at Medina, God promised 
assistance and victory to His faithful servants. The conquest 
of Mecca saw the complete fulfilment of all the Meccan and 
Medinito prophecies. All enemies had been vanquished; all 
difHculties bad been removed and all the promises which God 
had made both at Mecca and Medina were fully realised. The 
Meccans were well aware of these prophecies. '1,hese had been 
announced to them for 13 long years at Mecca and they were 
not ignorant of t,ha prophecies that were published from 
:Medina. They had treated these prediction with ridicule and 

had repeatedly asked when they would be fulfilled. After the 
memorable flight they had been with surprise watching 
the fulfilment of these prophecies and when they saw their 

consummation on the day of the conquest, they were over
whelmed with the conviction of the truth of the Holy 

Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). 
They compared the forlorn condition of the Holy Prophet at 
Mecca and their own former 8trength ancl power with their 

present helplessness and the present glory of the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). This con
trast ea.lied to their minds the thren.ts to which they had listened 
with scorn and the predictions announcing the final triumph of 
Islam which they had held np to ridicule, and a remembrance 
of these prophecies and these threats which they now saw 
fulfilled inspite of all their endeavours to eradicate Islam carried 
with it a conviction which converted Mecca almost in a day. 
Thns, it is this grand miracle which accounts for the conversion 
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oft.he CTmm-ul-Qura, the mother of cities. And the conversion 
of Mecca folfilled the prophecy which had been announced years 
before in that very city and which said : "We will show them 
our signs in the regions (i.e., among other people) and in them

selves, imti,l it bcconws plain to them that it is the truth'' (xli, 3.) 

At Mecca, the Holy Prophet lmay peace and the blessings 
of God be upou him) had sa,id that G-od Himself would give 

His witness by granting success to the party that was in the 

right and had often prayed to God to make the truth triumph 
over falsehood. And now God gave His witness in favour of 

L;lam. The Holy Prophet (may peace and th0 blessings of 

God be npon him) had said to the Meceans: "God is witness 
enough between you and rne. His servants He verily scanneth, 
cyeth.'' (xvii, 9D). Again: "Verily, God is with those who 

fe}1r IIi,n and who do good deeds'' (xvi, 128). He had 
prayed :-"0 our Lord ! dE>cide between us and between our 
people with trnth; for the best to decide art 'I1hou.'' (vii, 85.) 

His prayer was heard and God bore witness to the truth of 
Islam by making its cause triumph and by bringing its enemies 
to naught. These were the reasons which led the citizens of 
Mecca to take the pledge of Islam after the conquest of their 

city. 

Another circumstances which led them to relinquish the 
faith of their forefather and adopt Islam was that the contest 
between them aad the Muslims had proved the utter powerless

ness of their gods. I have shown in the previous numbers 
that it was in the cause of their idols that they had been waging 
a war to the knife against the followers of the new faith. If 
the Quraish persecuted the Muslims at Mecca, with a view to 

make them relinquish Islam, they did so because the new 
religion th1·eatened to sweep their idols out of existence. And 
if they again drew their sword against the Muslims, after the 
latter had taken refuge at Medina, and sought to extirpate 
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Islam by putting its votaries to the sword, their object was no 

other than to defend their deities. An interesting anecdote is 
told us by Muhammadan historians, and Muir also refers to it, 
in his •Life of Muhammad' (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him). 11here was an image in the vicinity of Mecca, 

when the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) entered Mecca as a. conqueror, the servitor of the 

image lofb the shrine and retired to an adjoining hill, but before 
leaving the place, he suspended his sword about the neck of 

the image, saying : '' Wield the sword and save yourself." 
Simple as the story is, it is very instructive. Imagine to your
self an image, standing ali alone in a temple, with a sword 
hanging from its neck. ·what did this strange picture signify? 
\Vhat was the import of the few short words which it~ servitor 

addressed it before departure? His words, though few, throw 
a flood of light on the nature of the war that the unbelieving 

Arabs had heen waging against the Muslirrn;, He evidently 
meant that they had fought long and hard to defend their deitieEt, 
and had exerted themselves to the utmost of their powers to 
root out Islam, whose advent meant the de.struction of the idols 
of the nation but that their exertions had been of no avail and 
Islam had advanced like a strong wave, washing away all the 
obstructions that had been placed in its way. 'l'hey had done 
their duty to their deities and fought faithfully in their cause, 
buu alas, the gods, rendered them not the siightest assistance. 
The God of Islam prevailed and the gods of the nation sustained 
a disgraceful defeat. 'fhe deities had now lost their cause and 
their followers could make no further resi.stance. The Arabs 
had in vain invoked the aid of their deities, and had looked 

to them for assistance to no purpose. They believed that 
their deities had power to assiot them, particularly wheu they 
were fighLing in their cause. 'l'hey sometimes even carried 
them to battllefields and placed them in the centre of their 

armies. But all their hopes were frustrated and they at last 
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saw their error in placing their trust in the stone images which 
they had so long worshipped as their gods. The form er rever
onco for their idols turned into con tern pt, hence, we find the 
servitor of the image in the story, making, as it were, a joke 
with the idol, by suspending his sword round its neck and 
asking it to defend itself if it could. 

At the very outset, they had been told by the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) that their 
gods whom they associated with the Divine Being had no power 
either to injure or assist them, that far from helping their 
worshippers, they wero not ablJ even to assist themselves and 
that the time was drawing nigh when they would disappear and 
would no longer be wonihipped in the laud. It wa.s plainly 
said that time was fast approaching when even the idolaters 

would forsake their idols. ]1 ollowing are some of the verses 

which told the idolaters of the powerlessness of their gods 
predicted their imminent destruction :-

(a.) ''Will they join those with Him who cannot crea.te 
anything, and arc themselves created, and have 
no power to help them?" (vii, 191.) 

(b.) "Verily, my protector is God, who hath sent down 
and Book; and He protecteth the righteous-But 
they whom ye call on beside Him can lend you 
no help, nor can they help themselves." (vii, 196.) 

(e.) "This, from the histories of the cities which we 
rela.tc to thee . . . and their gods on whom they 
called beside God availed them not at all when 
thy Lord's behest came to pass, and they but in
creased their ruin." (xi, 102, 103.) 

(d.) "They have taken other gods beside God to be their 
help. But it should not be so! They shall deny 
their worship and shall be opponents of theirs." 
(xix, 85, 86). 
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When the idolaters saw the t1·uth of these words and the 
worthlessness of their idols was proved to demonstrations, it 
was but natural that their faith in their gods should have been 

shaken. When the Holy Prophet (may peace aud the blessings 
of God be upon him) asked Abu Sufian whether the time 
had not come when he should have seen that there was no 
god beside Allah, he admitted that there was no God beside 

the God of Islam, for if there had been any, he would have 
been of some avail to them who had shed their blood in 
their cause. The last remnants of any faith in these deities 
vanished when they saw the great gods of the Ka'aba being 
hewn down to the ground. If there had been any power in 
these gods, they ought to have at least been able to protect 
themselves, if they had not bee.n able t9 render any aid to their 
worshippers, who had spent themselves in their exertions to 
protect their deities. Thus the truth of the Quranic words that 
the gods which they worshipped had no power either to aid the 
idolaters or to aid themselves was brought home to their votaries 
at last and they had no longer any faith in their deities. When 
the Holy House was cleared of their gods, the temples of their 
hearts were cleansed of all traces of idolatry. And when the 
cry of Allah-o-Akbar was sounded by Bilal from the roof of the 
Ka'aba, faith in the God of Islam, the fulfilment of whose 
prophecies they had long been witnessing and the might of 
whose hand they had so often experienced was awakened in their 
hearts. The loss of faith in the idols meant the awakening of 
faith in the One God. rrhe pure and simplo principles of Islam 
cemmended themselves to every man with a head on his should
ers, and they had seen the testimony which God had borne to 
the truth of His apostle, so the next step after the abandonment 
idolatry was the adoption of Islam. Besides, the tyranny which 
had kept bu.ck the masses from embracing Islam had no longer 
any existence and the barrier which had checked the flow of con
verts to Islam being removed, there was a t,reroendous rush of 
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persons that availed themselves of the opportunity to enter Islam. 

The generosity with which the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him) treated them added cheer
fulness to their conviction. Instead of being clothed with shame 
on account of their former aggressions against the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) and his 

companions, they cheerfully embrac~d the now faith. They 

were already well aware of his kind and magnanimous character, 
but the graciousness with which he now pardoned their pa?t 

trespasses and their former atrocities made an impression on 
their hearts which they could not describe in words. Their 
gratitude to their benefactor was proportionate to the barbarities 

which they had perptrated on the Muslims and which the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon himJ 
had so nobly pardoned. They contrasted their own cruelties 
which had extended over about a quarter of a century with 
the kindness which the Holy Prophet extended to the whole 
city and their gratitude to him knew no bounds. So kind Wai 

the Holy Prophet to his fellow-citizens, once his inveter3,te 
enemies, that he forbade his followers to speak iU even of the 

Meccans that were dead, lest it should offened their living 
relatives. Such generous treatment of men who were con~cious 
of their own guiltiness overwhelmed them with gratitude, and 
if the witnessing of mjghty signs bad led to their conversion, 
the generosity of the flc,ly Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) made them his devot,ed followers. So 

wonderful was the change which the miraculous triumph of 
Islam combined with the generosity of its Holy Founder worked 
en the minds of the people that those who once sought to destroy 
Islam with sword were, within a few weeks after the conquest, 
seen faithfully fighting by the side of the Holy Prophet like 
devoted servant,s, 
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The Lost Tribes of Israel. 
In the pages of this magazine, reference has more than once 

been made to the fact that the Af glmns and Kashmiris represent 
the lost tribes of Israel. Readers desirous of knowing the argu
ments leading to this conclusion are referred to the June num

ber of Review of Religions for the year 1904. It is the existence 
of these descendants of Israel in the east that accounts for the 

cxistenr.c of the Tomb of Jesus Christ in the Khanyar street of 

Srinagar {Kashmir). The advent of a Messiah was promised 

to all the tribes of Israel and the Bani Israel that lived in the 
oast had as great a right to be favoured with his visit as the Jews 
that lived in Syria; nay, they were even more deserving of this 
heavenly boon than their brethren in the west, represent as they 

did about ten tribes, while the Jews of Syria represented only 
two. If Jesus who said he was not sent 'but unto the lost sheep 
of t;hc house of Israel (Matt. 15: 24) had confined his preaching 
to the sheep that he found in Syria and had not attended to the 
greater part of the flock that had strayed away to other lands 

and was, therefore, in greater danger of being devoured by 
wolves, he could not have been said to have done his duty. 
Hence we find that after his escape from the accursed death of 
the cross and bidding his last farewell to his few Syrian disciples, 
he set out in search of the stray sheep that had wandered away 

from their original home. Divine finger guided, him to the 
lands where he could find them and that he did find them is 

apparent from the fact that among these eastern Israelites we 
fovl the tomb of a prophet whom tradition calls Na,bi Sahib 
Uiud even Tsa Sahib, and of whom it is said that he came from a 
a land in the west about 1900 years ago. Arguments establishing 

the identity or the occupant of this tomb with Jesus of N aza.reth 
may be found in the back numbers of this magazine. My 
object here is to refer to another evidence which corroborates 

the claim of Afghans and Kashmiris to Israelite origin. This 
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evidence is furnished by a people living on the western coast 
of India who call themselves Beni Israel, still follow the religion 
of Moses and claim to have come not from Syria, Arabia or 
Persia, but from a country in the north, which is evidently 
Afghanistan and Kashmir. Thus we find in them a section of the 
lost tribes that has not adopted any new religion, as the 
Afghans and Kashmiris have done, but still have some 
remnants of the old religion of the Hebrews and persistently 
claim to have come from a very o1d stock of Ira.elite people, as 
do also their brethren in the north, the people of Afghanistan. 
These interesting people, who are known as Beni Israel, inhabit 
the Born bay Presidency and the Malbar coast and it was one 
of their number, a gentlemen named H. S. Ruber:.s of Bombay, 
who having read an article on the origin of Afghans and Kash
miris in this magazine had the kindness to furnish me with a 
sma11 book, containing on account of these people. This book 
is written by an Indian missionary and is entitled HThe Jews 
in India and the Far East." 

The Beni Israel of the Bombay Presidency amounb roughly 
to some 10,000 souls. They were cssemially a rural class, 
scattered over a tract of country to the south-east of Bombay, 

one of their chief occupations being oil-pressing which gained 
for them the designation of Shanvar Teli or Saturday oilmen, 

that is oilmen who observed Saturday as their holy day. They 
followed other occupations also besides oil-pressing, and many 
were, as they are even now, small farmers, petty shopkeepers, 
and even artisans, especially carpenters. But with the advent) 
of the British rule in India a change has come over this peculiarly 
interesting and historic community and they have of recent years 
migrated in large numbers into Bombay and other large towns 
of the Presidency, such as Poona, Thana, Karachi, Ahmadabad 
and Dharwar, though numbers of them may still be seen in their 
ancient haunts where they still follow their former pursuits. 
In the days .1f the East India Company, many of tho most valued 
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soldiers were drawn from this community. Duriug the Second 

Mysore war ( 1780-84), several Beni Isru.el who had enlisted 
themselves in the :;er vice of t,he Company were taken prisoners 
by Sultan Tippoo's army, bnt were set free on the recommen

dation of the Sultan's mother who asked her son to have mercy 

on them because they belonged to the race of Beni Israel of w horn 

the Holy Quran speaks so often and whom she had never had 
the opportunity of seeing in India. Ever since they have 
come under European notice, they have been found strongly 
objecting to the term •Jew' being applied to them and have 

persistently claimed for themselves the name 'Beni Israel,' as 
the only correct title. I need hardly remind the reader that 
the term Beni Israel is the Hebrew B'ni-Is1·ael which means 

sons of Israel and is continually trn.nsl::l.ted in the English Bible 
as 'the children of Israel.' Historically the term 'Beni Israel' is 

rn uch more ancient than the term 'J cw' and is much more 
comprehensive and it points to the certain conclusion that they 

represent a section of the lost tribes and not of the tribes that 
are represented by the modern Jews. 

As for the names of men and women among the Beni Israel 
of Bombay, there is hardly any Scriptural name which is not now
a-days to be found among them, but it is said that formerly, the 
name Judah among men and the favourite Jewish name Esther 
among women, were not to be found, while of all uameH amongst 

them Reuben was the most common. It is curious that the 

Israelite names have been modified and rrrnde conformable to 

the style of Indian names. The following are examples:
,; Banaji (Benjamin), Musaji {Lv.1:oses), Abaji (Abraham), Harouji 

(Aaron), Samaji (Samud), Daudji (David), Essaji (Isaac), 
Akroobji (Jacob), Essubji (Joseph), Elloji (Elijah), Hassajee 
(Efozkiel) Ramaji (Bahamirn), Roubenji (Reuben), Sullimanji 
(Soloman), Shamshanji (Samson), Shallumji (Shallum). These 
lndianised names are now being laid aside, but they are yet 
general in the villages. A number of purely Hindu names are 
also said to have been in use both among men and women. 
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As might 11aturally be expected, the Beni Israel of Bombay, 

have like the Afghans and Kashmiris, not only lapsed into a 

great forgetfulness of the customs of their people, but also 
into religious ignorance. They have even forgotten the 

Hebrew tongue, as have also done the Afghans and Kashmiris, 

with the exception of one principal formula. When they first 
came under European observation, they had reached a state 

which would have made it difficult to identify them as the 

representatives of a small section of the lost tribes, had it not 

been for a few evidences which clearly and unmistakably pointed 

to their lsrn.olite origin 'Pho cvid\mCPS which led the European 

observers to identify them as members of the ancient race were 
as follows:-

Ffrstly, they practised circumcision and the custom was 

performed in infancy. 

Secondly, they retained Saturday as their weekly day of 
solemn observance. 

Thirdly, although they did not possess any scroll of law in 
Hebrew or religious book of any kind, yet they remembered the 
Shim,c:i Yis1·ael or the great Jewish formula, '-Hear O Israel~ 
the L(lr<i 011r God is onP L.)rd,'' and a.s they did not possess any 

ot he1· religious form uf ~erv1ce, they •1sed to recite this formula, 

often many times over, on nearly every religi?us occasion, 
whether it was fast, festival, birth, marriage, or burial. 

Fourthly, they, like the Afghans, retained the distinq uishing 
braelite practice of wearing side-locks in allusion to Levi. 

xix, 'l..7. 
Fifthly, they had one consistent tradition as to their Hebrew 

or1gm. 

These were the evidences which put all donbt as to their 

origin at rest. Other evidences of their Israelite origin were 

that they abstained from the prescribed sinew in the leg (Gen. 
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xxx 11) and 'swine-eater' was stlll their grossest from of 
abuse. 

An additional evidence of the fact that the Beni Israel 
of Bombay really represent a section of the Hebrew race is to be 
found in the mode of their observing certain Hebrew fasts and 
festivals. 'rhough they have long lived in foreign lands, yet 
they observe certnin time-honoured fasts and festivals of their 

people in a way peculiarly their own. There are certain omis
sions and discrepancies. but they only indicate the long 
antiquity of the date when their ancestors left their mother 
land. Eminent authorities hold that many of the observances 
and customs of the Beni Israel conform rather to the :M.i:-,hrrnic 
standard than to those of the times of the more developed 
Rabbinical J"udUii:::;m. It has even been said that those who are 
not acquainted with the manners and customs of the :M.ishnaic 
times would accuse the Beni Israel of practising heathen customs. 
Some rdigious rites were introduced into the Beni lsrael by 
certain Jewish visitors from outside, but the observances in
troduced later are known by Hindustani names, while the festi-ials 

of greater antiquity are known under names derived from the 
Marahati language (the one which is universally spoken by the 
Beni Israel, as dwellers in the Marahata country). 'fhe writer 

of the small book referred to above gives five observa~ces which 
bear a remarkable anology to those of the ,Jews elsewhere. 
Not only the ancient customs and rites prevailing among the 
Beni Israel of Bombay are like the customs and rites in vogue 
among the Jews elacwhere, but there are also to be found 
among them certain rites which are not to be found r.mong the 
modern Jews at all but which are traceable to ancient Biblical 
sources-a circumstance which clearly proves that these people 
belong to a stock which left their rnother country in very ancient 
times. These are the use of frankincense, the N azarite vo,v 
preomibed in Numbers vi, 18, use of Subja, Malida, Goat's Liver, 

etc., the cup of Blessing, and the Kiss of Peace. All these 
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observances are unknown to the Talmudic Jews. The use of 

frankincense has been now abondoned by them owing to the 

representations of the modern Jews, who have declared it to pe 

a. non-Jewish practice, but it is a significant fact that incense 
was abundantly used for purposes of worship by another ancient 

branch of Beni Israel, vfrJ., the Jews of China, whose remnants 

are still to be found at l('ai Fung Fu. It is, by the by, a 

remarkable fact that just as the Deni Israel of Bombay have 
handed down a tradition to the effect that their ancestors came 

from provinces to the north~ similarly the tradit,ion of the 
ancient Jews of China is that they entered China from the west. 

Now in .Afghanistan, a land to the north of Bombay and to 
the west of China, we have a large nation which persistently 

clai'lls to be of Israelite extraction. Besides many evidences 
of their Israelite origin, there is one which neither the Beni 
Israel of Bombay, nor the A.ncient J <tWs cf China, nor even the 

Beni Israel of Kurdistan to which the writer of the book referred 

to already makes a reference have been able to furnish as to 
their Israelite origin. That evidence is to be met with in the 
names of their towns, some of which bear the names of the 
ancient towns of Syria. Even the pt·esent capital of Afghanis-

tan is known after an ancient Syrian town which is spoken 
of in I Kings IX. The Biblical verse in which the name Cabul 
occurs runs thus : "And he said, what cities are the1:;e which 
thou hast given mo, my lJroLher ? And ho called them the land 

of 0:\bnl to this cby ." Read err; may seo the name Cabul in 

maps of ancient Syria at Lat. 32°-51' N. and Long 35°-12' E. 
In fact, there are couclusi ve proofs of the Afghans and Kashmiris 

being the descendants of Israel, and Christian missionaries 

would have proclaimed this fact with t,he beat of drum, had not 
two circumstances deterred them from doing so. 'l'he first 
circumstance which da,rnps their zeal is that both the .Afghans 
and Kashmiris have adopted l::;lam, a religion which the Ch1·is
tian preachers hate with all their heart, and the second cir., 
cum:stance wbich prevents them from an open acknowledgement 
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of t,he Israelite origin of those people is that the existence of 
a large bulk of L,rn.clitc people in these lands supports the 
theory that ,Jesmi after his esca,pe from the accurbed death on 
the cross lei\ his uati ve country to pay a visit to these lost sheep 
of the house of Israel and that the ancient tomb of Nabi Sahib 
at Srinagar is really the tomb of Jesus. 

The tradition of the Beni Israel of Bombay that their 
ancestors came from ' provinces to the north ' and t,he tradition 
of the ancient Israelites of China that they entered China from 
the WJSt point to the fact that both these communities at first 
formed part of the large stock of Israelites that inhabits Af
ghanistan and Kashmir and that the large bulk of the lost 
tribes settled themselves in Kashmir and Afghanistan and chose 
them for their home, finding them very like their original 
country. 

'ro revert to the Beni Israel of Bombay, the contour of their 
features also bears testimony to their Israelite origin. Experts 
are inclined to think that there has taken place, at some period 
or another, an intcrmixture of Indian and Israelitish blood, but 
if their physiognomy testifies to past intermixture, no less does 
it testify to the undeniable Jewish extraction of its possessors, and 
to the presence of the Jewish stamina.' Whatever may have 
taken place in the remote past, it is certain that no such inter
mixture has occurred for a long time past. 'l'he Beni Israel have 
now the strongest abhorrence for such connections and where such 
connections take place, they regard those born as the result of them 
as no better than outcasts. They have a class among them whom 
they call lwla (black), and the term denotes, not that they 
are of black colour, but that they are the offspring of Israelite 
fathers by dark-skinned mistresses. The writer of the book 
from which we have taken the above facts says: '(, The writer 
fully coincides with a testimony once borno by an acquaintance 
now no longer living \the late W. F. Sinclair of the Bombay 
civil sorvice), a dist;rict officer of great experience who once 
wrote to him tha,t in his opinion both the Beni Israel and the 
kala Israel possessed the typical Hebrew face. He added, that 
with one exception, he could not remember during the twenty 
two years he bad been among the Beni Israel, any one whom 
he had any difficulty in identifying.'' 

Even the Christians admit that the Beni Israel had settled 
in their eastern lands long before Jesus was born 200 B.O., is 
t,hc latest date ascribed to their settlement ju India. Thus 
Mr. Macen Samuel Kebinkar, the author of (,A Sketch of the 
History of Bcni Israel,' says : " Their ignorance of the Feast 
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of Dedication and the Destruction of the Second Temple, the 
prevalence in their mid&t of the rites and ceremonies observed 
in Mishnaic times and their way of making offerings with 
fran 'kincense, go to prove that the ancestors of the Beni Israel 
must have come to India about two centuries before the Chris
tian era." 

There is another community of the Jews that are settled 
on the Malarbar coast. According to the census of 1901, they 
number 1,137. 'rhey claim to have separated from the parent 
stock during the First Captivity. They speak the Malayalam 
Indian vernaculars, though they still retain some knowlegde 
of Hebrew. They are divided by Enropeans into two classes 
the white Jews and the black Jews. The black Jews, though 
they are of somewhat darker colour than the white Jews, are 
not of the colour of the natives of the country. Those commonly 
c11lled Black Jews are subdivided into the M'Yukbasiun, some
times described as the Brown Je.ws who are the actual de
scendants of the original L,raelite settlers, and the non-M'Yuk
lrn.sium, who arc believed to be of mixed origin. The white 
Jews in the opinion of the author of the 'Jews in India and the 
Far East' are comparatively later arrivals. The author also 
thinks the Beni Israel of Bombay and the Jews of Malabar to 
have been originally one people, that were afterwards separated 
from each other. 

Four various viewb have been held as to how the Boni 
Israel and other early Israelite immigrants may have come 
to India. 

Some bold that they are an offshoot of the Ycmnite lows 
located in Arabia Felix. 'rhis view is evidently wrong. In 
the first place, the Yemnit,e Jews are believed by many to be 
almost entirely Arabian converts to Judaism, dating their change 
of faith from abont A.D. :300. Secondly, as Mr. Haim Samuel 
Kehimk,1r urges, there are no signs of the ~ympathy and close 
touch which one would expect between the two communities, 
Imel one been the product of the other. Thinlly, there arn 
evidences to show tha,t the Israelites ha.d settled on Indian 
shores long before there was any sign of .J udai1im in Yemen. 
']'heir Pbservances and rites have been shown to be of pre
Talmudic times. Fourthly, their traditon de1-cribes them as 
having come from 'provinces to the north,' while Yemen lies 
to the west. 

The second theory, which is advanced by Mr. Haim, is 
that they came direct from Palestine and the tradition which 
describes them as having come from northern parts is believed 
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by him to refer to the Jewii;h provinces which had spruug np 
previously to the Christian era in t,he Galilean n01·thern parts 
of Palestine. Speaking of this theory, our author says, •n,N e 
candidly own that we cannot with our respected, and now vener
able, author, Mr. Haim, believe that the reference in this 
tradition is to the northern provinces of Palestine.'' 

The third theory is that they are the descendants of the 
Jews of Mesopotania, who sailed for India via the Persian 
Gulf, there having been, in the sixth century of the Christian 
era, a clvse trading connection between India and the Persian 
Gulf. This theory is again untenable for various reasons :
Firstly, the Israelites of India had clearly settled in Indian 
shores long before the sixth cent,ury of the Chri-stian era : 
Secondly, according to the setitled tradition of the Indian 
Israelites, it was political overlihrow and persecution, and not 
trade that drove them to these shores. The tradition as given 
by our author is as follows :-''Sen1G sixteen or eighteen hundren 
years ago, they say, their ancestors were wrecked on Indian 
shores. They had come from northern parts. 'J1hey came as 
refugees from persecution and political overthrow . . . . Only 
fourteen of their number-seven men and seven women
survived the shipwreck, and these were cast a shore at a village 
called N awgaon ..•... Here they buried the bodies of their 
comrades, as many as were washed ashore. Near a burying 
ground containing some five hundred other graves of members 
of their community, the Beni-Isrnel of to-day ~show two mounds 
said to contain the remains of their shipwrecked brethren.'' 

Our author refers to a community of Beni-Israel in Kurdistan 
(Persia) as the possible source of the Beni-Israel of India, but 
if there is a sma.11 community of the Beni-Israol in Kurdistan, 
a remnant of the lost tribes, is there not a very large nation, 
claiming to be of Israelite descent in Afghanistan ? The mere 
existence of an Israelite community in Persia can be no evidence 
of its being th0 source of the Indian community. If we have to 
follow the one consistent tradition of the Indian Ism.elites, we 
cannot avoid the conclusion that they originally came from A fgha
nistan-provinces strictly to the north of Born b::i.y and Malabar. 
Though our author refers to the Beni-Israel of Persia as the pos,ible 
source of the JJeni lsrnel of Bombay and ot,her Israelite i1umig-: 
rants, yet he does not pronounce any posit,ive judgment on the 
subject. He only lays the various suggestions before the readers 
and asks them to form their own judgment. He also refers to 
the view which I have expressed above, viz., that the provinces 
to the uorth to which the tradition of the Beni-lsrael refers as 
their ancient home are Afghanistan and Kashmir. He says :-
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••It i8 perhaps well not wholly to exclude a thoory that iihe 
Beni-Israel may have proceeded southwards from among the 
inhabitauts of Afghanistan and Beluchistan. Mr. E. Solomon, 
in the J c1;:,-ish Ch,·on,iclc of August 29th, 1902 (page 20,) in an 
interesting letter, dated from Larkhana in Sind, in which he 
makes much use of a work then recently published by a writer 
named Shaikh Sadik Ali, notices that three of the dominant 
tribes, the Ansari, the Afghans or Pathans, and the Biraboi are 
all described by Sadik Ali as originally Jews or Beni-Israel. 
:Mr. Solomon mentions the many similarities in appearance and 
physiognomy between theso people and the Boni-Israel of the 
Bombay Presidency which strike the ordinary observer. He 
instances ~that lock of hair on the ears so common with Baghdadi 
and Indian Jews,' which 'can still be seen hanging and :flying 
on the forehead and oars of the members of these lost tribes.' 
Again, 'Their physiognomy is almost Jewish.' When he informs 
that he is an Israelite, cspecialliy a 'Beni-Israel,' he is greeted by 
them Mone of themselves." 

Mr. Solomon is also reported by our author to have stated 
in this letter to the Jewish Ohror//icle that a friend of his was 
invited by a Muhammadan family to their house where he 
found that a dish containing cakes, goat's liver and incense was 
prepared and that he was shown a Hebrew prayer book, with 
which they would not part, though he entreated them much to 
give it to him. A. K. Johmton quotes the following tradition 
of the Afghans in his Dictionary of Geography : "When 
Nadir Shah arrived at Peshawar, the chiefs of the tribes of the 
Y usafzais, presented him with a Bible written in Hebrew, and 
several articles that had been used in their ancient worship, 
which they had preserved; those articles were at once recognised 
by the Jews that followed the camp." 

The Rev. T. H. Lord, author of the book on whi9h this article 
of mine is based, admits that tradition of the hailing of the Beni
Israel 'from northern parts' can be used with peculiarly strict 
accuracy of their coming from or through Afghanistan or Balu
chistan. It appears that the reverend gentleman was not 
possessed of full information regarding the origin of the Afghans 
and Kashmiris, or he would have pronounced a more positive 
judgment on the question. The tradition of the Beni-Israel also 
precludes the theory that it was trade which attracted these 
people to Indian shores, for it speaks of persecution and political 
ovm·throw as the cause which led to their settlement on these 
shores. The tradition further shows that they had lived in 
•the northern parts' for a considerable time and had been settled 
there permanently before persecution and political overthrow 
forced them to quit the land and t;eek u, new home. 
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