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VoL. VIII.) DECEMBER, 1909. (No. 12. 
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Human Soul. 
It is an old rotten tune upon which I have chosen to 

harp in this paper. In fact so often has this stale chorus been 
dinned into the ears of your readers that, I have reason to fear, 
they will have by this time got well nigh tired of it. The soul 
problem has been so exhaustively dealt with by the Promised 
Messiah that one would have thought that it had been finally 
set at rest and there was absolutely no room for any further 
discussion, Nevertheless all done and said, some smatterers, 
some most conservative Arya tyros go on re-iterating the 
same £utile objections which have so often been crushed to 
pieces by Muslim writers. No amount of reasoning seems to 
convince our Arya friends. Every year on the occasion of the 
anniversary some of the speakers, having nothing else to say, 

can acquit themselves of their performances to the admiration 
and applause of their young hearers by hurling a few objections 
against the dogmas of othAr religions, especially Islam. 

One only wonders why the Arya Sama.j is so boisterously 
persistent in treating the public every year to an amount of 
fault-finding which can claim no raison de'ctre in the presence 
of a fair and square solution of the problems in question embo
died in not a few of the Muslim books and pamphlets. 
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However, as our friends think fit to renew the objections 
ovory now and then, it is desirable to make off and on a 

corresponding renewal of the refutation as well, so that the objec

tions, couched as they always are in glibly plausable rhetoric, 
may not prove a stumbling-block in the way of any seeker after 
truth. 

In this paper I wish to dwell upon the soul-problem, as 
expounded by Isla,m, in the light of the comment and criticism 
of an Arya speaker. 

Shorn of the superfluous element and overlapping slips of 
the tongue, the net objcctious can be summed up as follows;-

(1.) According to Islam "-Soul'' is ever-lasting and as 

such it must have no beginning, but Islam believes 

otherwise. 

(2). According to Islam "Soul" was created by God. 
It rePts with Islam to state of what material God 
created it. 

The second objection can be easily set aside with ~he simple 
answer that God creates sou1s every day, as we see with our own 

eyes, out of the matter, or it is nearer the truth to say, out of 
the human seed. So far the fact is clear beyond the shadow of 
a doubt and every human being under the sun is an eye-witness 
to this state of affairs. But here agaill a shallow thinker may 
be led to think that an immaterial entity cannot spring from a 
material one. It ii a fair-seeming idea, but actualities are 
running counter to it. All our thoughts, ideas, conceptions, 
even speech and energy itself, though all immaterial, are the 
outcome of human personality, which is nothing but a living 
flesh and bone. 

When our every day experience establishes beyond the 
vestige of a doubt, the possibility of the immaterial flowing out 

of the material, the popular Samajic theory of the soul depositing 
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with dew and being subseqnently eaten by women, or any other 
conjecture of a cognate nature at once falls to the ground, and it 
becomes a priori demonstrated that, as we observe every day, 
soul germinates and develops in the seed itself and flashes from 
within into active existence when the body becomes full-fledged. 
It is a pity that while demanding a scientific explanation of this 
and other problems from other religions, the Arya Samaj itself 
propounds so absurd and preposterously ridiculous theories. 

Turning now to the first objection, to my ,vay of thinking 
the only data for determining the life of any object, what
soever or wheresoever it may be, consist in the purpose for which 
it came into being. When the object for which a thing exists 

is completed, the thing itself must necessarily cease to exist. 
It is admitted on all hands, even the Arya Samaj included, that 
the aim and object for which the human soul exists is none other 
than union with God. Logically speaking, then, human soul 
must cease to exist the very moment it comes to complete this 
very purpose. 

It is here that the necessity of tho everlasting existence 
of human soul makes itself manifest. rrhe reason for this is not 
far to seek. God is infinite in His mercy, infinite in His love, and 
so on infinite in all of His attributes which are so many incentives 
to the inter-relationship subsit-ting between man and God, the 
perfect consummation of which is the ultimate destiny of human 
soul. Human soul, therefore, can not be a non-entity until it 
has received the fo]l measure of its Creator's love, the full 

measure of its Creator's mercy, and the full measure of its 
Creator's blessings. But as the bounties of God which the 
human soul is designed to seek after and eventually receive in 
full, are boundless and never ending, it follows therefore as an 

unavoidable consequence that human soul must be designed to 
live for ever to be continuom;ly and unceasingly receiving its 
Creator's bounties and thus ever going ahead towal'ds the 

perfection of its union with Him. 
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Let it be said in this connection that human soul, a cre:\tion 
as it is, cannot but be mortal in its nature and hence subject to, 
and capable of, annihilation at the Creator's will (of course the 
existence and non-existence of creation must be inseparably 
bound up with the will of the Creator). It (soul) cannot 
therefore be misunderstood, on the basis of the above discourse, 

to pa.rtake of the divine attrib1,1te of eternity. HSoul'' cannot 

oxist independently of God for any length of time, howsoever 

infinitesimal it may be, and the longevjty of soul-for after all 
the life of soul is but limited-cannot go beyond the range of 
mortality. A dependent existence howsoever long, is, to all 
intents and purposes, tantamount to no self-existence. Yet such 
is the existence of human soul; self-existence and independent 

existence are the exclusive attributes of God, but soul, as we 
find, lacks either, hence there is no parallel between the existence 
of God and that of soul. The next point to be considered 
under this category is that anything that is without an 
end must, as we are told by the Arya Samaj, be without a. 
beginning. Viewed in the light of the remarks just offered the 
truth turns out to be self-evident. The aitn and object of soul 
is union with God, but this union for which human soul has 
been launched upon this never-ending journey is progressive and 
not monotonous and uniform. God is without a beginning 
bec&.use His attribu tcs are not liable to development or improve
ment, but soul, on the other hand, as we experience every day 
is developing from stage to stage and progressing from the lowest 

to the highest degree of perfection. 
Here then appears the necessity of the soul demanding a 

beginning. '!'hat human soul ~s progressi v~ in its. ma~ch ipso.facto 
requires a starting poin~ for 1t .. Progr~ss 1s a t_hmg mconce1vable 
unless it is from a certam specific pomt tendmg step by step 
to a certain goal. 'Fhen, th_e natural, ~orollary dcd~cible from 
existing order of tlnngs so tar as ~soul 1s concerne~ 1s that. soul 
in its nature, as revealed through the cosmos, 1s unceasrngly 
progressive in its relation to its creator, and hence, as a matter 
of course1 requires a beginning with an eud. 

ABDUL HAQ. 
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Life on Earth,-its Purpose. 

t,:J -' ~~ .» I v·",j .» l _, ~:!:\J J ~fil t,. _, 

" For the Earth, I say is an earnest place; Life is no gri-
1naee, but a, most serious fact.''-CA.RLYLE. 

Men now seldom doubt that life is real and earnest, and 
that iti has a. great purpose. But belief is one thing, and practice 
quite another. Even a consummate do-nothing debauchee will 
tell you, if he is true to himself, that it is not for nothing that 
men come into the earth. Yes, life has a grim purpose, a great 
missiou, which is not undersLood by all. It will be our endea
vour, in the present discourse, to find out what according to 
Islamic interpretation is the true End or Purpose of Life. 

Nob unfrequently do we meet with certain people who, 
whatever may be their the011y respecting life on earth and its 
purpose, take life easily in actual practice, and merely whistle it 
away. Days come and days pass away without any use being 
made of them. Their life seems to have no horizon : they live 
from moment to moment, without any thought of the morrow, 
unless, perhaps, it were a thought of gratifying pleasures of 
the senses. The only principle of their life, if it can at all be 
called a principle, is to eat, drink and be merry. Their life has 
nothing essential to distinguish it from the life of the brute 
seeing that they look neither before nor after. With these 
people life has no meaning, no set purpose, and we may dismiss 
them in a moment. 

Those who take life earnestly at the present day declare 
that work is the be-all and end-all of exist~nce. In work, con
continuous and incessant work, whether physical or intellectual, 
they find the true solution of the problem of life, There ia such 
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a thing, say they, as chivalry of labour or even a Religion of 
Labour. 'I1he Benedictine lnonks, it is said, considered manual 
labour as something sacred, and tlieir maxim was '' la borare est 
orare," or labour is prayer. 'l'hat physical or manual labour 
has a dignity of its own we do not deny. A study of the life 

of the Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him, clearly shows in what high terms ho himself regarded 
manual labour. It was not an unusual thing for his companions 
to find him working by his own hands, although there were men 

who were prepared to do anything, even to lay down their 

very life, at his bidding. Anecdotes are related of him-how on 

the occasion of the siege of Medina, he himself was one of those 
who dtrg the ditch and carried basket-loads of earth. Admitting, 
then, the dignity and sanctity with which physical work is 
clothed, it is still worth one's while to inquire if it is for such 
work alone that man was created, and if that is to be regarded 
as the very end of our existence. The worker at the miJls or 
the labourer of the field rises ear]y in the morning, hurries to 
bis work, returns home at dusk after a good day's hard labour, 
dines with his kith and kin, and then quietly goes to his bed 
to rise early next morning and repeat the same routine in un• 

redeemed monotony. Is not such a man little better than a 
machine? Does he not lead a life of machine-work shunting 
thereby the growth of the mental and spiritual elements within 

him? Such a machine-work can hardly be set up as the purpose 

of the life of man who is doubtless endowed with faculties higher 
and nobler than the mere use of the limbs. 

'l111ere are others, again, who consider the brain to be the 
most precious possession of man, and say that the world must 
submit to the sovereignty of the intellect. According to the 
notion of this class of people, only he may be said to have 
fulfilled tile highest purposes of his being whose life has been 
a process of intellectual growth. '!'hey are so engrossed with 

whatever concerns the mind that they altogether lose sight of 
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the other and better parts of l111man nature. These fanatics 
of the intellect believe that there is nothing in the universe 
that will not yield before the mighty power of the intellect. 
To this class belong the philosophers with w horn reason is all 
in all, and who refuse to credit anything which is beyond the 
comprehension of human reason. They make audacious efforts 
to reveal the entire secrets of the unknown-and to them nothing 

1s unknowable by the feeble light of syllogism and sorites. Like 
the spider, they weave a cobweb of reason, very fine, subtle and 
complex, and rest therein safe and secure as if they are on a stable 

rock safe from the storms of the sea. They quite ignore the fact 

that the data which furnish them with the ma.terials of reasoning 
are neither exhaustive nor sufficient, for there are counter objects, 
facts and phenomena that have never come within their observa
tion. And then again there is the unfortunate fact of the shortness 
of human life, so that even to the greatest genius a full and com
plete observation of men and things is denied. The finite 
character of human reason, the shortness of life on earth, the 
multiplicity of facts and events, and the very intricate nature 
of the phenomena of human lifo,-all these le~d us to the con
sideration that the denial of the existence of the Supreme Being 
is too bold to meet with any justification and support. It has 
been truly said that there are more things in heaven and earth 
than our vaunted philosophy can ever dream of. 'I1he merely 
intellectual philosopher is, therefore, iu the wrong track. He is 
a sorry creature blown about by the egotism of unaided and 
uncontrolled reason. He becomes either a downright atheist, 
speculative or practical, or a sceptic, at any rate. 'l'he position 

of the scientist is not a whit bett<:.:r. His eyes are always cast 
downwards on things material, and are never lifted up that he 
may catch glimpses of the heavenly. He is at best a mere 

creature of reason, and believes that almighty reason can alone 
rummage the secrets of nature and eventually conquer the 
universe. To him nothing appeals that cannot be perceived by 
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one or other of his five senses; and he believes in nothing unless 
it can be weighed, analysed, decomposed, dissected, and finally 
tabulated. The philosopher and his half-brother the scientist, 
whose vision is solely confined to reason and the intellect, cannot 
have a true belief in God. God is to them either a fiction or 

a supposed ideal for the advancement of mankind as if He 
exists by man's courtesy and for man's own interest. 'rhis 

fantastic conception of God as fictitious ideal is well expressed 

in the saying-" If there is no God, let us make one ;" for, say 
they, man must have his eye fixed on something higher than 
himself so that he may ever go forward. With another class 
of intellect-mongers God is little more than Force, and possesses 
a mind no more than the force of electricity does. " The time 
will come," so exclaimed a thinker like a dark prophet, ''the 
time will €Orne when the belief in God will be as the tales with 

which the women frighten children; when the world will be a 

machine, the ether a gas, and God will be a force.'' That evil 

time has really come, the time of godlessness, the time of irre
ligion. The earth has become dead and barren, and it must be 

resuscitated. "We bring the earth back to life after it has been 

dead." 

According to Islamic conceptions, such a life as has nothing 

but the service of the intellect for its ultimate aim and purpose 
is totally inadmissible. The M.oslems refuse to admit the 
suzerainty of the intellect unless it be wedded to, and re-inforce d 

by, revelation from the Most High. They have been taught that 
reason, when not aided by revelation, is frightfully misleading 

in matters spiritual. Reason, as we have seen, may go without 
any spiritual sense; why, even from the moral sense we often 
find the intellect divorced. Instances may be multiplied without 
number. In every age we may find geniuses not necessarily 
gifted with any moral inspiration, far less the spiritual. The 
private life of a Byron, a Burns1 or a Napoleon shows us that 

genius can thrive and prosper side by side with mor"l depravity 
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and utter want of cnaractor, though perhaps it may thrive all 
the more if it be joined to no}?lene8s of character and due moral 

balance. .Aud yet the popnhu rniml labours under a very 

na.t,nral illusion when it i~ ck1izled by the brightness of the 
intellect ina.smnch as, wi1,hout pausing to reflect, it argues on a. 
seeming analogy which is as fallacious as it is natural. The 
ordinary run of people a.rgue, for instanco-becausc so and so 
possesses genius, can write bool{s, deliver fine speeches, there
fore he is sound also from moral and spiritual point of view. 

l'he result of suoh a curious process of reasoning is anything but 

desirable, inasmuch as the unt1ilinking masses are soon hood

winke1l and they come to regard the man of mere intellect as 
infallible so that whatever falls from his lips is raised to the 
dignit,y of an Oracle. Such a situ.1.tion of course gives ad vantage 

of no mean order to the nian of the intellect, particularly if he 

is bent upon bullying the people and dissuading them from a 
certain belief or a course· of conduct that does not find his favour. 

Such was the positign ooc1,1pied by the Pharisees of old; and such 
is now precisely the position, among l\l uhammad'1.ns, of a large 
class of Maulvis in India. From their vantage-ground, they 

exercise their influonoo and emit oracnlar utterances that would 

lead or mislead people according as their intention is honest 
or otherwise. Some of them who are narrow-minded take a. 

mean advantage of the ignorance of the multitude, and keep 
them from listeniBg to the voice of God and to get there by the 

light oi truth. 

It is clear, therefore, that met"e intellect does not lead ua 

very far towards the riaa.lization of the objeot of our life. After 

a life of deep thinking and incessant work, your slave of reason 
mn,y yet find himself placed in the great '' Serbonian bog'' of 
irreligion and scepticism where ~, armies whole'' of intellectuals 

have imuk and perished. 

Many persons, aga.in, cross our path who say, all that a man 
ueeds is that he should be moral, aud declare thab the purpose 
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of life 1s served if we only work at the sweat of our brow to 
earn an honest living and be good members of society, good 

citizens of the empire, by contributing to the greatest good of 
the greatest number. 'rhis is merely an ethical morality, at once 
social and individualistic, and, as such, comprises duties that 

one owes to one's ownself and to the society or the state 

to which one bdongs. It has no reference to the deity or 
or to the duties that man owes to Him as his Creator, and Islam 
rightly interprets such a morality as being lifeless, cold, and 

shrunken. An atheist, too, may be a highly moral man in this 

sense, obeying unconsciously perhaps all the ten command

ments of the Bible. But, ono may well ask-is the morality 

of the atheist in the same plaue as the morality of the 

true believer who derives from moment to moment inspiration 

from above ? Can it be safely predirated of an atheist as it can 
be of a prophet or a saint that he cannot but be moral ? No, 

it cannot. Belief in an Omnipotent Being wl10 guides and con

trols the universe, who watches and regulates human actions, 
who speaks unto the pious soul that bows before Him in sub

missive resignation, and who will sit in judgment on the last 

day over our every day thoughts, speeche2, and actions, is be

yond doubt the most powerful incentive to an unbroken course 

of righteousness, and is the true dynamic of a pre-eminently 

moral life. Feeding upon such a belief, a Mahomed, a Jesus, 
a Buddha, a Krishna, or a N a.nak strengthens the moral fibres 

and sweetens his very life. Snch a belief finds expression in 
tho opening 8nra of the Holy Qman and it is for attaining such a 
belief that every Moslem is enjoined to repeat the sura several 
times during each of the five daily prayers. Such a belief 
constitutes a sure and stable foundation for a moral course of 

life. Compared with this, the morality of the atheist will appear 

to rest on foundations of sand in as much as it rests on common 
sense or conscience, neither of which can be held a sure guide 

for us in spiritual matters. Conscience, let us observe in 
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passing, is a term very convenient no doubt, but at the same 
time deliciously vague ; and it varies with different men accord
ing as they have a long or a short foot. The unbeliever has no 
fear of a higher being, entertains no belief in an after-life, 

regards himself accountable to none for his actions or at least 

for his thought and propensities with which the law of the state 
has, or can have, very little to do. "He is a worm of the earth,'' 
said the Promised Messiah, ''and as a worm he lives in the dirt 
and filth, and, there, as a wor!ll he dies.'' 

The Koran warns the Moslems against such a cold, lifeless 
morality. The purpose of life is something more than a mere 

conformity with the rules of au ethical mora1il;y. It is the 
awakening of the soul; it is the worship of the all-powerful. 

"And we have not created the jinn and men but for worshipp
ing our Own-self,"-such is the purpose of life as set forth m a 
simple and majestic way in the Koran. 

When a person feels the hand of God working in the world, 

and directing the minutest details of his life, he gives himself 
up to God in absolute trust and childlike confidence, and, by 
leading a be::mtiful, spotless life, made np of constant prayers 

hourly made and hourly answered, "carries a life-long hunger 
in his heart," and aspires after a union wiLh 1.he di\·ine. Such 

a constant feeding upon Divine love, such a belief in a living 
and speaking God, such a feeling of Divine preaence has the 
effect of enlivening the routine of our social life, of throwing a. 
charm over the otherwise dark secular concerns, ll.nd of illumining 
the humble every day duties of our life. Such an inspiration 

clothes the daily round of our life with a sanctity, breathes a, 

life into our dead and barren morality, aud sets aglow all our 

latent energies and capabilities. A man of e.uch a belief and 
such an inspiration naturally becomes an ideal member of the 
society to which he belongs, for, a society must crumblo to 

pieces if it is not founded 011 high morals, which, again derive 
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their life and energy from religiom, the great organising force of 

this world. 

It ii-1 not your inMssant- worker, nor even your philosopher 

th:tt fulfils the high purpose of God and redeems the pledge of 
his inner self; but it i.s he whose wh-0le lif.e is dominated by an 
unshakeable belief in the goodness, mercy, and justice of God, 

who has lost his own will in the will of his creator, and quietly 

resigus himself into the arms of God. 

He has found the true •~anchor of his soul,'' and with it the 

tnrmoils of his inner being have ceai.ecl ; his soul has found 
rest, peace, and a solemn serenity. He becomes a. saint and his 
na.tun changes into one ''of ineffable sweetness and serenit,y, 

::i. nature in which struggle and revolt is over, and the whole 
man, 80 far as is possible to human infirmity, swallowed up in 

love." Yes, he has fulfilled the highest purpose of his life; 
and, having done his life-wo11k, £eels an impatience, and an 

impatience for a speedy return to llim whose will he served by 
his life on er..rth, a,1d, ere ho passes away to {'the island-valley 

of Avilion," swanlike he flutes a <lying carol.-

1..} l(j u:--~ ):;. l:..... J .... } l- L) t~~ j 1)17" 

,P!.. ,,__;)~. I .,.0 ., v" )A '\..S; l~ e.. 1.:/~Vj 4;~ --:> l 

Calcutta. M. ATA UR RAHMAN AHMADI. 
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The Divi11e Origin of the Holy 
Qura11. 

A reply to 'The Sources of Islam.' 

(r ab) J l ~}.:i.. )S\.-J ) tl.o.t, i) ' )S:v.N .J.!-f ) _,.,._1., l~ J 

,~ They have only 'produced the deceit of an enchanter: and 

co11w where he nwy, ill shall the enchanter fare.'' (xx, 72). 

' Yanabi-ul-Islam,' or the Sources of Islam, is a. Persian 
book written by one Rev. W. St. Clair '11isdall, Missionary, 
C.M.S., J ulfa, Persia. This book was translated into English 
by 'William Muir. 'l'he object of the book is to show that the 
Holy Quran is not a revelation from heaven but a fabrication of 
the Founder of Islam (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him). 'l'he Holy Prophet is represented as collecting 
material for his religion from di verse sources and giving out the 
result of his labours as revelation from t-he Divine Being. What• 
ever he happened to hear from the Jews and the Christians of 
Arabia, he embodied, it is alleged, in the Quran and recited to 
his followers as a Divine Message from on high. He is repre
sented to be so simple as to take for the very truth everything 

which the Jews and the Christians told him and incorporated 
it in his religion. The Jews ofhen deceived him, it is said, but 
-such was the depth of his faith in the people whom he called 
'the People of the Book,' that ha took every word of theirs for 
an oracle and believing it to be the revelation which God bad 
sent to Moses, gave it a place in the Book which he said was 
being revealed to him direct from God. Thus of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) the 

Reverend gentleman says on page 118 of his book-~ .. )~ cJ t..( 
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~~!.JI _,t:.. i;s ltJ l-JJ v ti. J~~d lJ v ~~_;.; l:l t;;.;~. l IJ/ l1)) I c.t~ )~ 

~.., J ) J..i..-o '' He thought that whatever he heard from the 
[ J . h .. Christians was written in the Gospei of esus or m t e writmgs 

of the Apostles." A gain, on page 98, this champion of the 
Christian faith observes-J.j J .uit~. } ) ;~. j i.:J l.:;:.~. l 4{ ~- ) w.~:. 
"I regret to say that (the Jews) deceived him.'' Even the 
Muslims, like their Holy Prophet, are descl'ibed M simple and 
not having intelligence enough to understand even the plain 
words of the Gospel. Thus on page 158, the learned missionary 
observes that the Muslims borrowed the title 'Prince of the 
World' from Johu xiv, 30, and applied it to thch· Prophet, not 
knowing it was a name of the devil. I need not add that this 
is only one of the many pious lies which the saintly evangelist 
has freely indulged in in his precious work. 

The Holy Prophet, says the Christian writer, was not 
content with what he heard from the Christians and the Jews, 
but he eagerly seized at every teaching and every story that came 
in his way without pausing to consider whether it came from a 
pure or an impure source. The sources from which he, accord
ing to the Christian writer, drew his inspiration lay not only 
in Arabia but also in Egypt, Syria, Armenia, Babylon, Persia 
and even India. The book has been greatly applauded in 
missionary circles and has been offered to the Muslim world 
as a book which defies refutation. "\Villiam Muir who translated 
the book into English, reviewing it in the Nineteenth Century, 
observes:-'' The sources (Yanabi) is a noble work and reflects 
high disbinc~ion on the writer. Hitherto m uGh labour has 
betJn spent in showing the falsity and errors of Islam, as has 
been ably done by Pfanders and others. It has ren:ained 
for our author not only to conceive a new, and perhaps more 
thorough and effective, mode of treating the so-called divine 
and eternal faith, but also in doing so to prove its sources to 
be of purely human origin; and that in so masterly and eftect i ve 
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a way that it seems impossible for good Moslems to resist the 
conclusion drawn. And for Hill this the thanks of the Ch.ristian 
world are eminently due to the Rev, W. St. Clair Tisdall.'; 
The same writer remarks in his preface to tho Englh,h transla
tion of the Yanabi:-'' The Church Mission is to be congratulc1,ted 
on this memorable treatise-bringing as it does so wonderfully 
to light, the earthly sources of' the Quran, in contradistinction 
to the Muslim belief in its heavt:inly and eternal origin; and, 
in a very special manner, on it,s having come from the hands of 
one of their own distinguished missionaries. And the hope may 
be warmly expressed that the work will be widely distributed 
throughout the east, and lead many an earnest reader in Moslem 
lands, to the faith of his father Abraham, and the living sources 
of the Gospel of our Saviour." Such are the praises which 
have been be~ towed on this work by a friend of the author 
and an enemy of Islam, and J have quoted them here to awaken 
in the heart of the reader an increased desire to know what; 
'good Moslems' have to say in reply to such a wonderful work. 
I beseech the reader to peruse carefully the contents of the 
following pages, and when he will have read the views of both 
sides regarding this book, he will be in a position to form his 
own opinion regarding the value of this 'noble work,' I am 
ready to admit that the author llas displayed great cleverness 
in imposing on ignorant people, and for this reason he eminently 
deserves the thanks of the missionary world, but when the 
work is subjected to the searchlights of criticism it turns out 
to be a huge fraud, the exposure of which is sure to make the 
author (if he still lives) blush, if missionaries can blush, for 
his shameful attempt to deceive ignorant folk. It is not only 
the author that is guilty, bn t the blame also lies on tlre shoulders 
of the translator who has acted the part of an abettor by trb.nB• 
lating into English a work, the frauds of which were too 
transparent even for the jaundiced eye of Muir. I will show 
in the course of this article that the book, w hicb Muir calla 
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~ a noble work,' co11tains many st~1tements, of the falsehood of 

which the author of the Life of Mahomet cannot for a momem t 
be supposed to have been ignorant, but he neither points to their 
untruth, nor omits them in his 'partial and compressed trans

lal;ion;' on the other hani, he lets them stand as they are ~nd 

thus bears an indirect testimony to their truth. Nay, he even 

approves of the book and bestows on it an unqualified praise, and 

if the :\uthor of the book has been guilty of making false state

ments and thus wilfully deceiving ignorant people, as I will 

show he has been, the translator who, owing to his acquaintance 
with the history of Islam, could not be ignorant of their false
hood and who permits himself to translate these falsehoods into 

English, and speak::; of the book as the best work that was ever 

written by Christian Missionaries in refu!Jtttion of Islam must 

be held to be equally guilty of falsehood with the author. I 
have already said the Reverend Missionary who wrote the 

Y anabi has indeed displayed great cleverness in deceiving not 

only ignorant Muslims but also the Christian public, and only 

those that are well-acquainted with the history of Islam and 

the true teachings of the Holy Quran can discover all the traps 

that this clever Missionary has so adroitly set to ensnare 

ignorant people. He has indeed proved himself to be a 
Missionary well-skilled in the art of his profession; and has 

jastly ·won the applause of the great brotherhood of Christian 

preachers for his clever exploit. He has admirably acted the 

pa.rt of the Pharaoh's magicians and may even be said to have 
beaten, 'the wise men' of Egypt in his enchantments and, as the 
Holy Quran sa,ys, 'has produced the deceit of an enchanter,' 

but the Christian .Missionaries should rernem ber that 'come 
where he may, ill shall the enchanter fare.' He has cast his rod 

and has 'enchanted the people's eyes,' but the Holy Qurau is a 
rod mightier than the rod of Moses and it will surely 'devour his 
lying wonders.' Truth shall be confirmed and that which he 

has wrought shall prove vain. He shall be vanquished on the 
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spot and shall return back humiliated. I now proceed to an 
analysis of the book and expose its real worth to the public 
ga.ze. God is my patron both here and hereafter and His aid 

do 1 implore. 

The Basis of the Boolt.-The author erects a false build
ing on a foundation of sand. rrhere is no need to go into 
any details in order to refute his book, for the very basis 
on which he proceeds to raise an edifice is hollow and 
unsound. In order to demolish the building which he has 
taken so great pains to erect, we do not stand in need of 

aiming our blows at its walls and its gates. A mere pull will 
suffice to bring the whole fabric to the ground, for it stands on 
n, false foundation. '.l'he pivot on which hinges his whole 
a1·gument lies in the foreword wjtb which he introduces his 
book to the reader and which, forming as it does the ground
work of his book, I give below in his own words-

1,. L.3 ti!l? u:.--~ uj l-j l u!.i...aJ \!) l} 6.ll?. l ') 4 ) J l.o ·, 

0 J..a.=,. J~ dJ.~ J; J.~s 1)~~ i ya~ &b ... l )? L l:J 1..5., _.j 4-) 1 

\, ~ I JJ l t3ii.J.,.o ~ J.~;:, l.!,d, l J~ i 11.... i ,J~ l (:_~47"" ll J.~ J) u J..0,s,.,e 

J.~ l~ ,~>i J )~' ) ) \,!J lt! \,!J~ I )t ' v-t . . . . J..u-~., i. Vy. 
\,!J~ J q~'° t'°':; &.c..:::.~ J"" _, ..::; I J; ..>~""' ., c )~1~ 4.( r~s t'°'; J '} l 
L l~ _, &j l.s1~.., l.!l~ ... l,tJ J y ) J::,- _, jt:. -..$1 J J.~ J ,;,. 1 11..... J 

f ' ) ~\", • V) ) .).j _, &J.~ l J.j )~ J &,,,.:::.~ J"" ~tAl _, I>~ l? u ... 
v-.. ;J l l.!I'° ;vb ) I ;l~ I bJ ).oJ 1...JA~SU., J~J.Sl.J u"°s.,.~ ~ J~ l! l.!lt.'°' ... 

v~ tsi~ ) J 1..5 1 l~-?., \!J J i i.;s 1 j-?-- J J'l{ J ~ J.j ) J Jt ~! u 
r 4 1; J ~ i..5fil) 1 ., J!~ c.> I.:) t~ J J) 1 6.~~., J.~ 4- r ll .... , 

~- 1 • J..t. y ls.i.J.j l ~ .... 1 y; ~ t~ _, J _,~ J .,~ :;,. v•SI.'° o ya.:... 
( I f - q 6..r.Sl..O) J J )f ~ u-\'.i.,e g~ls') \,o l.o.J I llw J l.!/f J J l~.i.? V-t 

The following is the literal translation of t,he above quo• 
tation :--''Now, as to the fact that the Quran is not a human 

composition and thnt, on the other hand, the whole of it was 
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revealed from God to Prophet Muhamn..ad (may peace and 

the blessings of God be upon him) through the angel Gabriel, all 
Moslems are, and have ever bet:!n, unanimously agreed. (Here 

the author proceeds to quote testimonies to the truth of this 

statement and then concludes,) If we accept this statement, we 

rnusu admit that the only source of the Quran and of the whole 
religion of Islam is God Himself. Therefore if it be possible 

that a man, after making sufficient research and investigation, 
should make it more clear than the sun that most parts of the 
Quran and many of the doctrines of Islam have been selected 
from other creeds and other books which existed in the days 

of the Prophet and exist even now, the whole edifice of Islam 

will crumble to dust.'' (page 9-11). The following is the 
brief summary of the above in the words of Muir :-''Moslem8 
hold that their Faith came direct from heaven. The Qw·an and 
all their tenets were sent dow11, by Gabriel from God Himself to 
Muhammad • ....• Thus God alone is held to be the ''Source'' 
of Islam; and if so, then all efforts to find a human origin for 

any pa-rt of it must be vain. Now if we can trace the teaching 
of the Coran, or any part of it, to an earthly source, or to 
human systems existing previous to the Prophet's age, then 
Islam at once falls to the ground.'' From the foregoing quo

tations it appears that in the opinion of hoth these intelligent 
Christians, the mere tracing of its teachings to other books 
and other creeds is enough to crush the Muslim faith. It is 
this idea which forms the ground-work of the book under 
r<.➔ view and which has prompted the len,rnecl servant of t,he 

Church Mission to rummage the pages of antique books and 

ancient scriptures in order to find 'a human origin' for the 
teachings of the Quran. Now a Muslim 'should make it more 
clear than the sun' that the very idea which forms the foun

dation of Mr. Tisdall's work is false, will not the reverend 
g~ntleman admit that his whole superstructure which has cost 
him perhaps the labour of years, falls to the ground in an 
nsta.nt? 
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A Muslim fails to see the logic of the argument contained 
in the foregoing quotal,ions. How the tracing of the teachings 
of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) to other creeds and other books can make Islam fall 
to the ground is beyond the comprehension of a Muslim. Far 
from demolishing the Muslim faith, it will only bear witness to 
the truth of its claims. The Holy Quran does not claim to 
bring teachings that were never revealed before, and the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
never cfaimed to be the only Prophet that was ever raised for 
the guidance of mankind. On the other hand, the Holy Book 

of the Muslims plainly teaches that prophets were never confined 
to one country or to one people, but that they were raised in 
all countries and among all nations. 'rl1is is clear from the 

following verses of the Holy Quran :-

(a.) "0 children of Adam! if there come to you apostles 
from among yourselves, rehearsing my signs to 
you, then whoso feareth God and. doeth good 
works, no fear shall be upon them, neither shall 
they be put to grief." (vii, 33). 

(b.) "Already have We sent Our·apostles with clear evi

dences, and We have caused the Book and the 
balance (laws of equity} to descend with them, 
that men might observe fairness.'' .(lvii, 25). 

(c.) ''How shall it be then when We bring up against 

all peoples u·itnesses from among themselves and 
when We bring thee up as a u<tness against these.'' 
(iv, 45). 

(d.) "Of some apostles We have told thee before; of 
other apostles We have not told thee." (iv, 161) 

(•)• ''lam no apostle of new doctrines.'' (xlvi1 8.) 
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(f.) ''We have sent thee wtih the truth ; a benrer of 
good tidings and a warner ; nor bath there been a 
people but there hath pa.ssetl among them a war
ner." (xxxv, 22.) 

(g.) Thou art a warner only.-And every people hath 
its guide." (xiii, 8.) 

Many more verses might be cited to show that the Holy 
Quran recognises the divine mission of all the prophets and 

warners that have appeared in different countries and in 
different ages. and that it plainly says that the Holy Prophet or 
Arabia (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) was 
not an apostle of new doctrines, but the few that have been cited 
above arc more than sufficient. 

Similarly God says that the Holy Quran corroborates the 
previous scripture.-;. A few verses to this effect may be quoted 
here:-

(a.) '-Say, •Whoso is the enemy of Gabriel-For he 
verily it is who by God's permission hath caused 

the Quran to descend on thy heart, the confir-
111,ation of previoua revelations, and a guidance 
and good tidings to 1il1e faithful.' '' (ii,91.} 

(b.) '•In truth hath He sent down to thee the 'Book,' 
which confirmeth those that precede it.'' (iii, 2). 

(c.) uThese are they to whom We gave the Scripture 
and Wisdom and Prophecy . . • . . These are 

they whom God hath guided: follow therefore 
their guidance.'' ( vi, 98, 90). 

(d.) "And this Book which We have sent down is 

blessed, corrfirming that which was before it,' 
( vi, 92). 
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Snch are the claims which the Holy Quran m::i.kes with 
regard to itself and with regard to the Hoiy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him). The Holy 
Prophet, to whom the Holy Quran was revealed, was 'no apostle 

of new doctrines,' and the Book that was revealed to him claimed 
to be 'the confirmation of previous revelation.' Such being the 
claims of the Holy Quran, ono wonders at the folly of Rev. 
Tisdall and his translator, Sir William Muir, who say that as 
'God alone is held to be the source of Islam, all effort to find a 

human origin for any part of it must be vain' and that 'if we 

can trace the teaching of the Coran, or any part of it, to an 

earthly source, or to human systems existing previous to the 

Prophet's age, then Islam at once falls to the ground.' They are 

either deplorably ignorant of the attitude of the Holy Quran 

towards other religions which they are pleased to call 4human 
systems,' and of its teachings with regard to the prophets of the 
world, or they purposely deceive ignorant people. I, for my 
part, am inclined to take the latter view, though in the case of 

the Rev. Tisdall, one may, with reason, take both views. That 
he ha.s spared no pains in deceiving his readers is apparent from 

every page of his book, yet if he has displayed great skill in the 

art of deception, he has also on several occasions displayed 

shameful ignorance of facts-a circumstance which makes his 
performance eminently ludicrous and leads one to suspect 'the 
wonderful learning of the autihor.' 

Can there be anything more foolish than to say that as 'God 
alona is held to be the source of Islam, all effort to find a human 
origin for any part of it must be vain'? Does not the Holy 
Quran represont bhe Holy Prophet as saying, 'l am no apostle of 
new doctrines.' '11herefore the teachings of the Holy Prophet 

(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) must be 
traceable to other systems, and one who thinks that the traoing 

of the teachings of the Holy Quran to systems existing previous 
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to the Prophct~s age will make Islam at once fall to the 
ground vnly betrays an utter ignorance of the teachings of the 
Holy Book. The Holy Quran says of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him, ''A messenger from 
God reciting to them the pure pages wherein are true scriptures.'' 

(xcviii, 2). Again, it says :-"God desireth to make this known 
to you, and to gu-ide you into the way.s of those who ha,ve, been 
before you." (iv, 31). Such is the claim of the Holy.Quran, 

and if Messrs. Mnir and Tisdall are able to trace its teachings to 
previous systems, they, far from dealing a death-blow to Islam, 
as they suppose they ha.ve done, only support its claim and bear 
an unconscious teastimony to the truth of its teachings. If Rev. 

Tisdall has traced the teachings of the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon) to those of Zoroaster, if he 
has shown certain doctrines of Islam to be in conformity with the 
antiquated scriptures of ancient Egypt, if he has found certain 

dogmas of the Muslim faith to be identical with the now extinct 
religion of the Sa.beans or with the ancient scriptures of Hind11-

ism, we are grateful to him for the service he has rendered to 
the religion of Islam, for this only shows Lhat all t,he ancient 
religious systems of the world, as the Holy Quran informs us, 

~re of divine origin and that the Holy Quran guides us into the 
ways of those that were before us. 

There is a great difference between the attitude of Islam 
and that of modern Christianity towards other religions. The 
Christian god is a very niggardly and narrow-minded god. 
According to the Christian belief, he chose only one people for 
his favour of revelation and confined this gift only to that people. 

But such is not the teaching of the Holy Quran. h teaches 
that just as the physical gifts of God are universal and are not 
limited to a.ny one people or to any particular age, similarly Eis 
spiritual gifts have never been confined to one race or to one 
period. Renee, as the Holy Quran informs us, prophets and 

spiritual teachers have been raised, nob only among tha children 
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of Is1·ael, as the C~iristian1 w,1nld have us believe, but also among 
other people. Just a,:; prophets appeared among the Beni 
Israel, simila,rly they app~ared among the Egyptians, the 
Iranis, the Hindoos, the Chiuese, in fact, among all the races 
of the world, though tradition may not have handed down 
their names to posterity,. A Muslim regards Zoroaster, Krishna,, 
Buddha, t,he rishes of ancient India, Confucius and other gre31i 

teachers of the world as prophets that were raised by God for 
the guidance of their respective people, just as Moses, Jesus and 
other prophets of Israel w0re raised by God to be the spiritual 

instructors of the children of Israel. A Muslim makes no dis
tinction between Moses and Zoroaster, between Jesus and 
Krishna, for the Holy Quran says:-" We believe in God and 

what bath been sent down to us, and what hath been sent down 
to Abraham and Ismail and Isaac a.nd Jacob ti.nd the tribes, and 
in what was given to Moses and Jesus and to all the prophets 

Jrom their Lord ; lVe make no d-i'f!erence between them-And to 
Him are we resigned." (iii, 78). In being the Messengers of 
the Divine Being they were all alike, though some of them were 

greater than others, for God says : '•Some of the apostles, We 
have endowed more highly than others'' (ii, 2541. rrhus, unlike 
the Christians, we believe not only that prophets appeared in 
lands other than Palestine, but that t,here may have been 

prophets much nobler and far greater than Jesus, whom his 
followers have taken for a God, just ::is ma.uy a peo'ple before 

them took their teachers for gods. As the Christians do not 

believe that prophets appeared in other lands, therefore William 
Muir is pleased to speak of other religions as 'human systems,' 
and says that the teachings of the Holy Quran are traceable to 
'earthly sources.' Bnt Islu.m looks upon all the great religions 
of the world as originally based on revelation. They have 
indeed become corrupt and many errors have undoubtedly 

found their way into their teachings, but this does not show 

that they are devoid of all traces of true doctrines. Being 
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originally based on divine rbvelation, there atill exists many a 
noble gem of truth in their teachings, and there may still be 
found many a fragment of inspiration in their scriptures, and if 
the Christians can point to certain teachings of other systems 
that bear striking resemblance to the teachings of the Holy 
Quran, that does not show that the illiterate Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) borrowed them 
from those creeds, but that both the teaching8 of the Holy 
Qurnn a.nd those of other teachers emanated from the common 
origin of Divine revelation. 

Rev. Tisdal!, for instance, while endeavouring to trace the 
teachings of the Holy Ql:ran to ancient sources, finds the origin 
of the Quranic teaching with regard to the weighing of good 
and evil deeds of mn,n on the Judgment Day iu an ancient 
Egyptian book, some copies of which have been discovered in 
the sepulchres of ancient Egyptians. Muir, translating Rev. 

Tisdall, says-

"But what is there mentioned about the Balance belongs 
to ll far earlier sourco, namely, to a book called 'The Book 
of the Dead.' Many copies of this primeval work have been 
found in the sepulchre of the ancient idolatrous Egyptians, 
placed there because supposed to have been written by one 
of their gods called Thoth, and with the notiou that they 
would be read by the dead buried there. In it is a strange 
picture illustrating the Judgment Hall of Osiris, of which 
our author (Rev. Tisdal!) has given an interesting copy. 
'r here are in it two deities on opposite sides of a Balance. One 
of these is weighing the heart of a good man placed in a vessel 
on the scale, and in the corresponding scale opposite is an idol 
called Ma or Truth. The great god is recording in ancient 
Egyptian the fate of the departed-'Osiris the justified is alive; 
his Balance is equal in the midst of God's palace ; the heart of 
Osiris the justified is to enter into its place, Let the greab God, 
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Lord of Hermopolis, say so.' Ovel' some of the idols are their 
names; and above a savage figure, the words, 'Conqueror of his 
enemies, God of Amena (Hades)'; several times also are 
repeited the words, 'Life and peace to Osiris.' '' To this account 
adds Tisdall, "" From what has been said above, it is clear that 
what is written in the Quran about the balance is taken from 

this source.'' 

Rev. Tisdall cannot prove, as I will show later on, that the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) borrowed the teaching with regard to the weighing of the 
deeds on the j ndgment day from any Egyptian source. On the 
other hand, the resemblance of the contents of 'The Book of the 
Dead' with the Qurnnic teaching shows that what is written 

therein about the balance was 01·iginally the teaching of an in
spired teacher which subsequently received a slight tinge of 
idolatry, but which in spirit is the true teachiog of a prophet. 
Thoth, to whom the book is attrituted, may have been a prophet 
whom posterity exalted to the dignity of a god, just as Christians 
have added to the number of the heathen gods by deifying tl1e 
son of Mary. The labonrs of Rev. Tisdall only serve to show 
the truth of the Quranic tea.P.hing that t,here was not a uation 
but there had passed among them a warner, and we are grateful 
to him for the testimony lrn bas unconsciously borne to the 'Gruth 

of the Quranic teaching. It should, however, he borne in miud 

that the Quranic teaching does not signify that ac~ually scales 

will be placed before the Lord and the good deeds of man will 
be weighed against evil deeds as we weigh maberial things. 
It only signifies that those whose good deeds will outweigh 
or predponderate evil deeds will enter paradise and those whose 
evil deeds will outweigh good de1~ds will enter Rell. God 
says, ''He whose balances shall be heavy will lead a pleasing life, 
he whose balances shall be light will have bell fur his mother.•~ 

(ci, 5, 6). I have already quoted a verse which says. "Already 
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have We sent our apostles with clear evide1.,ces, and We have 
caused the Book and the balance to descend with them.'' The 

word balance in this verse is evidently used figuratively. Simi
Jn.rly, the weighing of deeds on the Day of Judgment is not to 
be done with material scalea, for the deeds of man a1·e not 

material. 

Similarly, Rev. 'l'isdall traces the Quranic verse, ''In the 
name of Allah, the most Compassionate and Merciful'' to old 

Zoroastrian books, He says : '· There is a work, called ''rhe 
Da.satir-i-Asmani' believed by the Zoroastrians to have been 
written in the language of Heaven, and, about the time of 

Khusrau Parwez, to have been translated in the Dari tongue. It 
corn prises fifteen books said to have descended upol.l fifteen 
prophets, the first of whom was Mababad, and the last, Sasan, 
Zoroaster being the thirteenth. 'I1he Book bas been published 
both in the original and in the Dari translation. The second 
verse in each of these books opens with In the name of God, the 

Giver· of gifts, the Beneficent; similar to the words at the opening 
of all the suras of the Quran,-In the name of God, the Merciful 
and Gracious. We also find the first words in another Zoro
astrian book to be very similar, namely, In the name of Ormazcl, 
the 01·eator." 

No Christian in the world can prove, not even Rev. Tisdall 
and William Muir a.s I will show later on, that the Holy 
Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
borrowed the verse referred to above from the fifteen scriptures 
of the Zoroastrians which are believed by them to have descend
ed on fifteen different prophet,s, the thirteent,h of w·hom was 

Zoroast.er, and if the opening verse of every chapter of the Holy 
Quran coincides with the second verse of each of the fifteen 
scriptures, it only Fihows that latter books also orjginally came 
from the same source from which the Roly Quran. came; and 

that common source could ne no other than Divine Revelation. 
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Rev. 'l'isdlll, or his spirit, if he is dead, will be sorry to lea,rn 

that the weapon he had used to demolish Islam has recoiled 

against him, and far from causing Islam to fall to the ground, 
as be hoped to do by tracing its teachings to other sources, his 

researches have only sec·ved to strengthen its claim to divine 

origm. 

Of tho Book w bich the Zoroastrians hclievo to have been 

witten in the language of heaven, Rev. Tisdall says ~~ ) 4'.4J ) 
\.::,o..., ) 0 1,t-?- y l:i{ i.e., '' But this Book is a forgery" or as 

Muir says 'These books no doubt are an ancient forgery.'' How 
does Rev. Tisdall or \Villiam Muir know that all the five books 
are an ancient forgery? 'l'hey make this statement without the 

8lightest proof. But Rev. Tisdall is a clever missionary. Ho 
does not stand in need of any proof for his statements. His 
object is only to impress his views on the minds of his readers, 
and he has his own way of achieving this object. When he 

wants his readers to take a statement for a fact, but has no 

proof of its trut,h, he just declares it authoritatively, as if it 
wore an established fact, a fact which was admitted on all hands. 
There is no faltering, no hesitation in his tone and the result is 
th:;it the reader is easily deceived. The simple reader takes his 
authoritative utterances for established facts and is put on the 

wrong track. He seems to have had a loog experience as a 

missionary, and. his practice of this profession has made him an 

adept in the art of imposing on simple folk. He has resorted tu 
this strategem many times in his Yanabi, as the reader will seo 

by and by. Tho readers of books writ,tcn hy missionaries of 
the type of Rev. Tisdall should a.I ways be on their gua>·d against 
the authoritative st,atements made in them, for it is not unoftcn 
that the most positive statements of theirs are the falsest. They 
most often base their arguments on false foundations, as Rev. 

Tisdall has done in the book under review. They very cleverly 

hide their weak points in their arguments and gloss them so 

skilfully that the reader passes on without 1mspoctins tbav tho 



524 'l'ITF: REVIlllW OF RELIOTO'.NS. (December 

reverend gentleman has been gnilt,y of foul play. Lot tho 
reader mark the positive way in which Rev. rrisdall declares 

all the fifoecn books of t11A Zoroastrin.ns to be pure forgery from 

beginning to end. A simple reader who is not well acquainted 

wit,h the arts of the missionary controversialists may take this 

sta.ticmeut for positive truth, but the fact is that the reverend 
gentleman cannot prove tha,t all the fifteen books are pure 

forgery. He says so merely on his own authority, and he is so 

posilivc in the expression of his verdict that \Villiam Muir has 

only spoiled the force of his declaration by introducing the words 

'no doubt.' Rev. 1'isdrLll does not stand in need of such props 
to support his statements. He simply makes a declaration and 

that is enough, According to him, to qualify a st,atement with 

such phrases as 'no doubt' only detracts from itti force; for, he 
t,hinks, imch phrase~ imply the possibility of don bt, but he does 
not wish that the reader should euterta,in any doubt and conse

qnontly his utterances arn iso worded as have no room for any 

mrng1vmg. 'rhe books may have been tampered with, as the 

Bible has been tampered with, but no body is prepared to accept 

the sweeping statement of Rev. Tisdall that they all are a 
forgery pure and simple, unless he furnishes some incontro

vertible evidence as to their having been forged, which, however, 
be does not. 

'J.1he Zoroastrian tradition that the books were written in 
the language of heaven only means that they are revealed 

books. 'L::rng11age of heaven' does not mean that the language was 

spoken, not on the earth, b11t on the heavens; for if it had been 

Bo, who could have understood them and how could they have 
been translated into Dari, as they have been? 

To revert to the Holy Qnran, one may ask what need there 

was for the Holy Quran when it was only to confirm the reve .. 
lation that was before it. The Holy Quran itself answers the 

question and I will let it speak for itself. 
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Firstly, it refers to the religious condition of the world at 

the time of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him). It says-y,:1~JJ )y)) u-;.., t ..... .itJJ ){!; 'Corruption 
hath appeared both by land and by sea,' i.e. the whole world 

has become corrupt. •Sea' has been explained to mean the 
people that still retained heavenly books, in fragments or in 
whole, and thus possessed some of the heavenly water which 

God had sent down for the spiritual welfare of the people. And 
'land' is understood to signify the people who had utterly 
forgotten the \Vord of God that was once sent to their forefathers, 

and who had all the heavenly teachings effaced from their 

memory and did not now possess even a drop of heavenly water, 

and were in fact like dried up land. Bot,h classes of people, 

are, however, described to have become corrupt by the time 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and t,he blessings of God be upon 
hi.n) made his appearance. This statement of the Holy Quran 
is corroborated by history and no body will deny that at the 
advent of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him), all the religions of the world had become corrupt. 
The friends of Rev. Tisdal! will admit, with regard to all other 

religions, that they had becorne corrupt, and as t,o the corrupt,ion 
of Christianity, I cite the test,imony of ,villiam Muir, the tr:1ns
ln.tor of Rev. Tisdall's work. He says in his Introduction to 
the •Life of Mahomet,' ''The Oh1·istianity of the 7th centm·y was 

it:;elf decrepit and corrupt. It was disabled by contending 

schisms, and had substituted the puerilities of superstition for 

the pu1'c and the expansiva faith of the ea1·ly ages." 'l1hus, 
according to the Holy Quran, it was the universal corruption 

prevailing in the world that demanded the advent of a new 

prophet, for it has been a di vine law to raise a new prophet 
when the world has gone ast,ray from the teachings of the earlier 
prophets. But the prophets that were raised in earlier times 
were raised for particular people, for circumstances did not 

llermit the raising of a prophet for the world at large. But at 
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the advent of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) the barriers that had separated one nation 

from another had begun to be removed, and the time was fast 
drawing nigh when the whole world should become like one 
nation. Therefore God raised one prophet for the whole world, 
gave him a complete law, which supplies all the needs of man
kind. This subject has been discussed at leugth elsewhere and 
therefore I need not dwell on it here. In short, the whole world 
had become dead spiritually by the time the Holy Prophet 

{may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) rr..ade his 
appearance and God raised n. prophet to breathe life into it. 

Thus, the Holy Quran says: li:i )"° J"-! V°) »J l...>'S\~. &lJJ l!1 1 l ).J.c) 

( r J?, J.=..) "Know that God shall quicken th·~ earth after its 
death.'' (l vii, 16). 

God compares the Divine revelation to water that rains from 

above. and fertilises the dried up earth. Speaking of the reve
lation which He sent to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessingH of God be upon him), He says, ''And God senileth 
down water from Heaven and by it giveth life to the Earth after 
it bath been dead. Verily in this is a sign to those who 

hearken." (:xvi, 67). The verse rneatia, as it scontext will show, 
that just as the physical water raining down from heaven, 
breathes life into the dead earth, similarly the spiritual water of 

divine revelation which ia descending on the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him), in the form of the 
Holy Quran will quicken the earth that is spiritually dead. 

Secondly, it says that as a long time had elapsed after the 
advent of the former prophets, people had become both hard
hearted and wicked and demanded a new l\lessenger to revive 

their faith and turn them to righteousness. Thus it says of the 
former people of the Book, HThose whom the scriptures were 
given lieretofore, a long time hath passed over them and their 

beart,s have become hardened, and many of them are evil doera." 
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(lvii, 15). Again it says lJ CJ~~!. UJ ., ...... J rS', l-?-- u:; ~ J J• J ~ 

jl ~ » , J~s.~ c.J,. U , ~ t,. ) _,.J _,iu Cl J J ..... ) J (!),. i Jli ul.c 

( I q • .>1 l...,J l) "0 people of the Book, now bath our Apostle 

come to you to expound to you (doctrines) after the cessation 
of Apostles, lest you should say, 'There hath come to us llO 

bearer of good tidings, nor any warner.'' (v, 22). Prophets 

had ceased to appear Jong before the Roly Prophet (may 
pence and the blessings of God be upon him) made his appear• 
ance, the latesti prophet before him being Jesus, who was 
born about six centuries before. 'rhus, considering that a. 
long interval had elapsed since the ad vent of former prophets, 
and that the darkness of ignorance had spt·ead over the whole 

world, every impartial man will admit that it was high time 
that a prophet should have appeared to draw men out of dark• 
ness into Light,, and this need was fulfilled by the ad vent of the 
Holy Prophet, on whom be peace and the blessings of God. 
'l'hus, the Holy Quran says: ''This Book have We sent down to 
'l1hee that by their Lord's permiosion thou mayest bring men 
out of darkness into light, into the path of the Mighty, the Glori
ous." (xiv, 1). 

Thirdly, the Holy Quran states that even the people of the 
Book were split up with dissensions, had forgotten most of the 

revelation that was given them, misinterpreted what was 
left with them of the Word of God, concealed portions of 
it from the people, had ceased to follow their scriptures 
nnd followed only false hopes and false desires; and these 
chr.umstances called for a new revela,tion which should settle 

the differences that had sprung up among the people of 
the Book, reclaim from oblivion the teachings .they had for
gotten, bring to light the truths which they concealed, combine 
in itself all t,he truths and all the teachings that had theretofore 
been revealed to the apostles of the World and thus give the 

nations of the Ea.rth a complebe book which should be a light 
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for the world, and a remedy for all the spiritu'll diseases that 
may affiict mankind. Following are some of the verses of the 

Holy Quran, bearing on the aforena.med points :-

(a.) "And We have sent down the Book to tbee only 
that thou mightest expound to them what they 

differ about, and as a guidance and mercy to those 

who believe." (xvi, 66). 

(b.) "Verily We have sent down the Book to thee with 
the truth, that thou mayest judge between them 
according as God hath shown to thee." (iv, 106). 

(c.) ''0 people of the Scriptures! Now is Our Apostle 
come to you to clear np to you much that ye 
concealed of those scriptures, and to pass over 

much. Now hath a light and a clear Book come 

to you from God, by which God will guide him who 
followeth after His good pleasure, to paths of 
peace, and bring them out of the darkness to the 
light by His will ; and guide them to the right 

path." (v, 18). 

(d.) '' And to thee have We sent the Book with truth, 
confirmatory of previous scripture, and 1't.s safe· 
guard. Judge therefore between them by what 
God hath sent down, and follow not their dPsirei:-, 
after the truth which liath come unto thee.'' (v,52). 
The above is the rendering of Rodwell, and the 
word which he renders safe-guard is ~""tot"° 
which also signifies comprehension and which 
therefore represents the Holy Quran as compre
hending the previous scripl;ures-a rendering 
which is in harmony with another verse which 
speaks of the Holy Qurnn as 'pure pages where
iu a.re true scriptures.' (xcviii, 2). But it makes 
little difference eyen if we follow tihe rendering of 
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R,)d well, for the word ' Safe-guard.' includes 

the idea of comprehension. In ordei- that the 

Holy Quran may serve as a safeguard for the true 

teachings contained in the previous scriptureE1, 

it must include in itself alt such teachings. The 

verse shows that the previous scriptures were no 
longer the safe custodians of true teachings and 

that therefore the teachings were again sent down 
to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

of God be upon him) and were embodied in the 

Holy Quran which is thm,; the safe-guard of tho 
teachings that were once revealed to the previous 

propliets. But the Holy Quran could never be the 
safe-guard of the previous scriptures, if it had 
been as subject to alterations and interpolations as 
the previous scriptures were. Hence the Holy 
Q uran has been exempted from the fate of the 

formGr hooks. God docs nob entrust its protection 

to its followers, as He had entrusted the protection 

of t.lic Torah to t,hc Jf.'ws. On lihe other hand, He 

Himself nnderta.kes to protect the Holy Quran, 

since it was to be the law for all ages and all 

peoples. 11he promise of di vine protecion which 

has been vouchsafed to the Holy Quran is con
tained in the following vers - LiJ y \.:l~j U } 

\.:I _,.t,; ls,,J .i:JU I)){ jJJ ·· Verily TVe have sent down 

the 'TVarninr;,' and vwr,ily TVe will be its guar

dian'' (xv, 9). And the whole world is a witness 
that the promise has been amply folfilled. It is 
not only the text of the Holy Quran which God 

has preserved in its purity. He has also guarded 

it from the att,acks of its enemies, both internal 

and external, by raising successors to the Holy 

Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
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upon him) in every century who expounded its 

true teachings and repelled the attacks that were 
directed against it, and of whom the most notable 

was Ahmad, the Promised lHessiah. The promise 

of protection also implies that the laoguage of the 
Holy Quran will never become a dead language, 
as has been the fate of all the languages in which 
the previous scriptures were revealed. As the 
previous books were meant only for particular 
people in a part,icular age, God has caused them to 
die, as a sign that the Holy Qnran is now to be the 
only book for a1l nations and for all times to come. 

'l'he Holy Quran now stands without a rival, 

being the only revealed book in a living language, 
and the only scripture, the purity of whose text 
has remained intact. 

(e.) ' 1Thus then, as a rule of Judgment in the Arabic 
tongue have We sent down the Quran; and truly, 
if after the knowledge that hath reached thee, thou 
follow their desires, thou shalt have no guardian, 

nor protector against God." (xiii, 37). 

(f.) ~,o people of the Book, overstep not bounds in your 

religion; and of God speak only the truth'' (iv, 169)· 

(9.) "So for their breaking their covenant, \¥ e have 
cursed them, and have hardened their hearts .• 

They shift the words of scripture from their 
places, and have forgotten a large portion of what 
they were taught." (v, 16). 

(h.) c.And of those who say, 'Verily we are Christians,' 
have we taken the covenant. But they too have 
forgotten a portion of what they were taught.'' 

(v, 11). 
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('i.) ''0 peorle of the Book! outstep not bounds of truth 
in your religion; neither follow the desires of those 
who have already gone astray, and caused many to 
go astray, and themselves gone astray from the 
evenness of the way." (v, 81). 

(j.) ''Woe to those who with their own hands transcribe 

the book and then say, ,rrhis is from God."' (ii, 73} 

(k.) "And some truly are there among those who pervert 
the scriptures with their tongue, in order that ye 

may suppose it to be from the scripture, though 
it is not from the scripture. And they say, 'This 
is from God'; yet it is not from God: and they 
utter a lie against God, and they know they do 
so.'' 

Snch was the deplorable condition of the people that claimed 
to b0 the people of the Book. These verses clearly state that 
there had grown up diffen')nccs among them which required that 
a new revelation should come down to judge between them, and 
the Holy Quran claims to be the judge. 'l'hese verses also show 
that not only the Jews and Christians of the day of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace ond the blessings of God be upon him) had 
gone astray, bu~ also their ancestors had gone astray from the 
path of evenness. The Holy Quran clearly states that both the 

Jews and the Christians had forgotten a portion of what they 
were taught. Such -were the needs that dernandecl a uew and 

complete law. 

Fourthly, the Holy Quran claims to explain many things 
that were either unknown 01· only partly known to the people of 
the previous scriptures. Even Jesus, who was the latest of the 

prophets t;ha.t had preceded the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) said that he could not teach 
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the proplc the whole of trnt.h, for the time was not yet ripe for 
it, but til1at the one Lhat was t,o come after him would tell them 
t,hc whole truth. (John xvi, 12, 13). The Holy Qurnn claims 
that that prophecy was folfilled in the Holy Prophet (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him) and that he was the 

prophet, the glad tidings of w hos a ad vent were given by J esns 

and who had come to tea,ch men t,he ~all truth.' (lxi, 6). The 

Holy Qur::m claims religion to have been completed in Islam 
(v, 5)-a claim which \vas never made by any other scripture. 
A remarkable instance of what was lit,tle explained by the 
'l'orah and the Evangcl, but was det,ailed at, length in the Holy 
Quran i3 an account of t,he next wnrld. So lit,tle was said abont 

the life to come in the I1orah that there were ma,ny amoug Jews 

who evon denied that there was any life aft,er dcat,h, and among 

many questions put to Jesus, one was concerning the resurrection 

of the den.cl. rrhe reply which .Jesus gave to Sadducees, who 

denied resurrection, shows that the scriptures of the Jews con

tained little information about life after death. The vl':lrse which 

Jesus quoted from the scriptures in order to prove resurrection 

runs thus: "I am the Goel of Ab1·aham, ancl the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob,'' and from this he inferr(')d that there was 
a life after death, for, as ~Jesus argaed, 'He is not the God of the 

dead, bnt of t,he living.' This was t.he best verse which Jcsu8 

inspite of his thorough acquaintance with the scriptures, could 
cite to prove resurrectiou, But the verse, a8 the reader will see. 

ii:i but a pour pn.,of of Lhe life to come. rrhe terms, The God of 

Abrn.ham, the Goel of Isaac, aLd the God of Jc.cob' hardly prove 

that Abraham, Isa11c and Jacob are still alive, for the verse only 

means, " I am the God who raised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and whom these righteous men worshipped when they Ii ved on 

this Earth.'' But if Jesus cited this verse as a proof of resnr

rcctiou, the fault does not lie with him, for he could not find 

a better verse to prove the life to come. 'The citing of such a, 

verse by Jesu::l shows only too clearly th~t the scriptures were 
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silcut on t,hc subject;_ HuL it is pjt,y t.hat Jc~us also did not 

throw any fnrt,hcr light on this subject which is of paramount 
imporl.ancc iu religion. 'l1he only dcscript,ion which tho Chris
tin.us ca,n give on tho a,uthority of thei1· scriptures is that 

'A.bra.ham's breast or bosom' constitutes the heaven of tho 
faithful. Hev. 'risdall says, •'For the truly faithful there is a 

resting place that is called 'Abraham's breast' (i~lb ) .)~ J i.r :/: 1) 
or heaven." But one may ask where the righteous men of 

prc-Abrahamic timer; rest;cd after death, for 'Abraham's breast' 

came into existence only after the death of the great 
patriarch. 

Hev. r_fisdall argncs that as the descriptions of the lifo to 
come that are to be found in the Holy Quran are given neither 
iu Lhe Torah nor in the writings of Apostles, therefore they are 

folse. Such queer logic only befits Rev. Tisdal!. But one may 
retort by saying that as no trace of the Christian description of 
heaven which is doscribed as Abraham's bosom is to be found 

in the Torah, therefore it is false. If Rev. 'risdal's argument 
holds good in one case, it must also hold good in the other case. 
'l1he truth is that the silence of the rrorah and the Gospel vu the 

subject of the life to come only 1,hows that they are not complete 

books. They do not contain the all truth as is apparent from 
Jesus' own confession. He said, ••I have yet many things to 
say unto you, but ye cannot ben,r them now. Howbeit, when he, 
the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth, 
for he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, 

tha1 shall he speak : ancl he will show you thing.s to co1ne.1
' 

(John xvi, 12, 13). 

Another distinguishing feature of the Holy Quran is that 
it not only contains perfect teachings but also explains their 
wisdom by maans of arguments. It does not give bare doctrines 
and articles of faith a-, other books do; on the other hand, it 

dumoustrates their truth with reasons and arguments. God 
says: ''This is a book whose verses are stablished in wisdom 
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and then set forth with clearness.'' (xi, I). Agn.in, ''0 men, 
now hath a proof come to you from your Lord and We have 
sent down to you a clear light." (iv, 174). Every one who will 
carefully read the Holy Quran will find that it is not content 
with mere statement,s, but establishes them with proofs and 

arguments. 

The Holy Quran states in clear words that it is beyond tl1e 
power of mortals to prepare a perfect book like the Holy Quran 
which is 'a cure ar.:d a mercy for the faithful.' It says: "Say:
Assuredly, if mankind and the Djinn should join together to 

bring the like of this Quran, they could not produce its like, 
though the one should help the other.'' (xvii, 91). The re8--sOn 
is apparent. Why all mortals are unable to make a book like 
the Holy Quran will become clear from the following verses in 
which the Word of God contained in the Holy Quran is compared 
(a) to the water that rains down from heaven, (b) to the milk 
that is yielded by cattle, (cl to the fruits that the trees bear, 
and (d) to the honey that is furnished by the bee. The verses 

run thus-

"And We have sent down the Book to thee that thou might 
est expound to them what they differed about, ::,nd as a guidance 

and mercy to those who believe. 

"And God sendeth down water from heaven, and by it 
giveth life to the J.iJarth after it hath been dead: verily, in this 
is a sign to those who hearken. 

''And ye have teaching from the cattle. We give you 
drink of the pure milk, between dregs and blood; which 1s 1n 

their bellies ; the pleasant beverage of them that quaff it. 

''And among fruits ye have the palm and the vine, from 
which ye get wine and healuhful nutriment :-in this, verily, are 
signs for those who reflect. 
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'' And thy Lord hath sent inspiration to the bee : 'Provide 
thee houses in the mountains, and in th0 treeF<, and in that which 
men erect. Feed moreover on every kind of fruit, and walk 
the commodious paths of thy Lord.' From its belly cometh 
forth a iluid of varying hues, which yicldeth medicine to man. 

Verily in this is a sign for those who consider.'' tVide Sura Nahl 
or the Bee.) 

These verses show that it is only in tho power of God to 
send down a book like the Holy Quran, which may act like 

hetwenly water on dead earth, which may serve as a nutriment 
fol· those who need spiritual food, which may be a pleasant 

beverage for the thirsty, and which ma.y serve as a medicine for 

t,he sick. As it is impossible to give lifo to the dead earth unless 
God sends down rain from heaven, similarly it is impossible for 
mortals to make with the aid of the earthly materials, a book 
which may breathe life into the spiritually den.d. It is ouly the 
Word of God which descending from above acts like heavenly 
water and quickens the earth after it has been dead. Similarly 

as mortals cannot produce milk out of grnss and st,and in need of 
a !iving machine that God has prepared for the purpose, so £or 
the spiritual milk they need the living machines which God has 
appointed for this purpose, viz., the Prophets, ,vho beiug inspired 
by God furnish mankind with spiritual milk. And again, as 

man cannot get honey from flowers except through the agency 
of the bee which a.cts under divine inspiration, similal'ly he cannot 

get the spiritm1I honey that serves a::1 a cure for bis spiritual 
disea..qes, except through the medium of the proph(;ts, It is easy 
to say that such and such teaching of the Holy Qura,n is trace-

able to such and such a source, as a chemist says that such and 

such elements enter into the composition of milk. But the 

question is, can a chemis~ make a fluid 1-i.ke milk with the same 

properties? Similarly~ a critic like Rev. Tisdall may tell us 
that the Holy Quran is composed of such and sueh elements, 

but we ask him, as we ask a chemist, can we make a book like 



586 THE REVIEW OFRELIGIONS, (December 

the Holy Quran with all iL.s propertiei; and powers. lt is for 

this reason that the Holy Qura.n says tha.~ even if all the mortals 

join together aud help ca.c!:i other, they will not be able to 
produce a book like the Holy Qnran. J rn;t as mortals cannot 

produce milk, fruits, etc., similarly they cannot produce tL 

book liko the Holy Qnran which may possess all the properties 

and virtues which the Holy Quran possesses. '.rhis is an argument 
of the divine origin of the Holy Qul'an aud no mortal can answer 

it, The Holy Quran claim8 certrin powers and properties and 
the results luwe showu that it tloes possess them in a pre-eminent 
degree. It claims, for instance, to be a light, a guidauce, a cure, 
a, mercy, a book whieh dni.ws men out of darkness into light; and 

the wonderful trnnsformn.tion whieh it has wrought in the world 
has proved its claims. It has worked t.uch a powerful change that 

even the blind can feel it. Even Bev. Tisdall who calls the 

book a hnman fabrication and represents the Holy Prophet (may 

peace and the blessinga of God be upon him) a;; the greateo;t 
impostor tlmt, ever trod on this e.'ut;h has honu compolled to 

1.vlrnit the might of thi:s wou,lcd;1; bo,ik, f,)t' lw speaks of it as 

a 'vast stream which ha-, overflo,\'Otl w mn.ny n;\tiom; of the east.' 

From wh:1t has been said a)Jove, it is clear that Rev. 'fisdalt 

hn.s toi~cd to no purpose. He starts with the u.s:mmption that 

as 'God alone is held t,o be the source of blam, all effort to find 
a hnrnan origin for any part, of it mm,t be vain,' and that 'if we 

can tracu the teachiugs of the Qurnn, or any pa.rt of it, to an 

earthly source or to human systems existing previous to the 

prophet's age, then Islam at once fa.Us to the ground.' But the 

Holy Qunm regards all the great religions of the world to have 

been o•ri9inally based on divine revelation and claims to confirm 

the truth that is still to be found in them aud point out the 

errors that have crept into them owing to the lapse of time. 
Thus if Rev. 'risdall can trace its teachings to what he calls 

human !:!ystems, he dues not do any injury to the faith of Islam ; 

on the other hand, he only proves the claim of the Holy Qura.n to 
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be a book which confirms all that i1:1 true in the previous 
scriptures. Thus bhe very basis of the book whioh has cost Rev. 
Tisda.11 so much time and labour is false, and consequently the 
huge superstructure which he has raised on a false foundation 
'at once falls to the ground.' 

Having shown that Rev. Tisdall has been building on a 
false foundation, it was needless to enter into any detailed 
refutation of his work. But the pity is that it is not only tht} 
foundation that is unsound, but even the materials which he 
has employed for raising a huge fabric on a false foundation are 
equally unsound, and therefore it is meet that after exposing the 
falsity of the foundation, I should proceed to expose the worth
lessness of the materials which he has employed. 

To bs continued. 
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Notes and Co1n1ne11ts. 

Some Scriptural Arguments against the 
Godhood of Christ. 

It is strange how, in spite of the over-whelming scriptural 

evidences against the God-hood of Christ, certain Christians 

still persist in holding that Christ is the very God or is identified 

wlth Him or is equal to him. There is not a single passage in 
the whole of the Bible which directly sets forth the doctrine 

that Christ is God ; innumerable texts may be adduced to prove 

the untenableness of this doctrine; the whole tenor of the New 

Testament disfavours it. The following few texts, some of 
which are considered by our Triuitarian friends to be their 
Btrong points to prove their case, are herewith adduced. Christ 
has oaid, "I go to my Father and My Father is greater than I'' 
John xii. 28. Christ asked his disciples, ''But whom say ye 
that I am ? Simon Peter said unto him, Thou art Christ the 

son of the Living God, and Jesus answered and said, Blessed art 

thou son of Simon Barjoua, for flesh and blood have not revealed 

it unto thee but my Father which is in heaven." This is an 
emphatic declaration that Christ is not God but the Son of God. 

Indeed, Christ has said, ''I and my Father are one.'' .(John x, 30) 
But he has again said, ''And the glory which thou hast given 
me, I have given them, that they may be one, even as we are 

one" (Joha xvii, 22.) Surely Christ did not mean that they all 
shall be God. Then there is to be an end of Christ's reign. 
Says the Apostle, "When all things shall be subdued, the son 

also himself be subjected unto hin:1 that pnt all things under him 

that God may be all in all." 1 Cor. xv, 24-28. ''Then again tl10 
Jews who were seeking evil against him said, 'He himself made 
himself God.' Christ immediately refuted the calumny and 

said, "ls it not written in your law, ye are Gods ? If he 

called them God unto whom the word of God came, and the 
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8cript;nrc could not be broken ; say ye of him whom the Father 

has sanctified ar,d sent to tho world, Thou blaspheir.esb, be
cause I said, I am the son of God" (John :x:, 34-36). Chrfot's 
protest against the assertion that he is God, is thus significant. 
'

4Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him and he in God." (John iv, 15). The following 
text, in the opinion of eminent Christian divines, is not to be 

found in any Greek M.S.S. earlier than the 15th century, nor 
in any Latin M.S.S. earlier than the 9th century. It runs thus, 

''Christ being in the form of God thought it not robbery toequal 
·with God." The expression in the f 01·m of God or figureor image 
of God proves tlrn,t he was not the person of God. 'rhe same idea 
arises in the mind by the expression equal tv'ith God. If Christ 
was himself, it W::l.s unmeaning to talk of him as equal with God. 
Christ himself has said,-"My Father is greater than I,'' and 

\•I was sent by Him to do His will.'' ''This is life eternal that 
they ma,y know Thee the only Trut God and Jesus Christ whom 
:thou hast sent.'' (John, xvii, 3.) Christ has been called, King 
of Sion, Lord and Master, Light of the "\Vorld, Bread of life, 
Lamb of God, High Priest, Prophet, Redeemer and Reconciler, 

Saviour, Teacher, the Way, Truth, Light and Life, Wisdom of 
God, Voice of God and the Son of God. About twenty times in 
Scripture, God is sty led the God of Jesus Christ. Forty times 
Jesus is called a man. Sixty-eight times God was styled the 
Father of Jesus Christ. Nineteen times is Jesus called a Prophet. 
Upwards of eighty times is Jesus called the Son of Man. Fifty
six times the Sent of God. The Son of God about one hundred 
and twenty times. In nineteen passages it is declared that all 

praise and prayers are to be offered up to God. Four hundred 
and fifty times peculiar epithets are applied to God, none of 
which are applied to Christ. Thirteen hundred passages show 
that God is a Being di stinct from Jesus Chri&t. ~I.1he doctrine, 
that Jesus Christ is God, is not only without proof, but opposed 
to the ample and clear testimony of the Hely Scriptures.-Unity 
and Minister, 
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Christianity and Caste. 
That Christianity is free from all forms of caste is the greab 

CHRIBTIANTY boast of the Christians. Distinctions of caste 
AND CAsT:m. may not be prevailing among the Christians 
to the same extent to which they prevail among the Hindus, 
but the equality which Islam has established among its followers 
is not to be found among the Christians. In the Muslim mosques, 
both ~he rich and the poor and the high and the low stand on 
an equal foobing. A peasant may be sitting in the first row, 
while a prince may be in the last. In the Honse of God, they 
are a.like. But this is not the case with the Christian churches. 
In India the distinction of position is oven more marked among 
the Christians than in Europe or America. The European 
Christiana would not mix with the native Christians and have 
separate churches of their own. And the example of the Euro
pean missionaries is exercising an evil influence on the native 
converts, who, in their turn, refuse to accord equal treatment to 
the low-caste converts. This is apparent from a piece of news 
published in the Christian Patriot of Madras. It says ' 4At the 
consecration ceremony of an Archbishop at Pondicherry the 
other day, the non-caste Christians resented a difterence l,eing 
made in the matter of accommodation between themselves and 
the caste-Christians in the Cathedral. This led to a fracas; hub 
the reflection on the Chrisbianity of Christ as practised by 
modern disciples is certainly not an encouraging sign of the 
times. It grieves us to be told that caste is rife in the local 
Lutheran Church." 

Similarly, the Syrian Christians of Southern India refuse to 
admit the Pulaya. converts on equal terms inro their church 
The European Missionaries insist that in church services and 
other occasions, the church will not tolerate any distinction of 
caste, but the Syrian Christians ask that if equality of treatment 
is to be the rule of the church, the European Missionaries should 
associate with the Syrian Christians and thus set an example. 
But both parties know that this is not practicable. How differ
ent is the condition of the Christian churches from that of the 
Muslim places of worship ·where both the prince and the peasant 
stand on equal footing ! Here is a, worthy example which the 
OhriYtians may follow with profit. 



"ISLAM:" 
HER MORAL AND SPIRITUAL VA.LUE. 

Price 
By Major AMEER ALI 2 ... 6 
ARTHUR f l . Net. 

GLYN says o t ii8 rernarlwble booh : Post free. 

LEON ARD. "Major Leonard has dealt with With a 
Author of this snbject in the broarlest of striking 

"The spirits, he has grasped the real Foreword by 
Lower Niger spirit of Islam, and has laid the SYED 

n.nd its world of literature under a rlcbt AMEER AI.I 
Tribes.'' by his admirable monograph M.A., c.1.11:. 

Price on a peculiarly important all(~_ A nthor of 
2•6 interesting subject.'' '''l'he Spirit 
Net. '------------- _____ of Islam."· 

. LUZAC & Co. have a lage stock of Oriental litAratnre, oc 
wh1~h they issue periodica.lly lists aud catalogues, which are sent 
gratis on application. Lat.est catalogue issned. 

B_ibliotheca Orientalis VII.-Being a c italogne of Books on 
the History, Geogra.phy, and Langnagr•A of British India, Burma, 
Ceylon, Persia and Afghanist,::m, etc. (3462 Nos.) 

LUZAC AND CO., 
46, GREAl1 RUSSELL S'J.1., LONDON, 

( PubliBhers to the lnclia O.ffice.) 

THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
THE REVIE"W OF RELIGIONS is published on the 20th 

of each month and undertakes to refute all objections against 
Islam. It deals with important religious questions and offers a 
fair and impn.rtial review of the prominent religions of the 
world. It is issued in English as well as Urdu. 

Rates of Subscription 
Annnal Subscription for India ... ... Hs. 4 (Urdu, Rs. 2.) 

,, ,, ,, other countries, fo,. 
Single Copy . .. G an nas or Hd 

Specimen Copy, 4 annas (Urdn, 2 annas.) 
All communications should be addressed to 

THE MA.NAGER, 

"Review of Religions," 
Qadian, District Gnrdaspur, Ind,ia. 

Printed at the ArtiRtic Printing Works, Lahore, by M. Baksey 
& Sons, and Published hy the 8adr Anjnmi:r·i

Ahmn.<liyya, Qarfom. 


	Cover
	Human Soul by Abdul Haq
	Life on Earth — Its Purpose by M. Ataur Rahman Ahmadi (Calcutta, India)
	The Divine Origin of the Holy Quran (A Reply to ‘The Sources of Islam’ by Rev. W. St. Clair Tisdall) (Part 1) by Maulana Muhammad Ali
	The Basis of the Book

	Notes and Comments:
	Some Scriptural Arguments against the Godhood of Christ
	Christianity and Caste




