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Dr. Karl Kumm's attack on 
the Holy Quran. 

The Christians were in the habit of circulating falsehoods 
a.bout Islam through books and speeches, but now they have hit 
upon a new method of spreading their misrepresentations. This 
new method is the sending of messages through Router's Agency. 
This Agency has recently received a communication from Dr. 
Karl Kumm, who has been journeying in Africa for the purpose 
of studying the Muhammadan problems of the continent and 
the advance of Islam. )j,rom his message to Reuter's Agency 
it appears that lie has been exploring not only the wilds 

of Africa but also the pages of a copy of Sale's Translation of the 
Holy Quran, for in the course of his communication he claims 
to have made 'an intelligent study of the Koran,' the teachings of 
which, he says, are ca,lculated to engender fanaticism. To prove 
this, he refers to certain pages of Sale's Translation and sums 
up by saying that "the essence of these quotations may be 
summarised as 'l◄'ight the infidel and enslave him or bring him 
low.' ,, 

It is grievous to find that men of Dr. Karl Kumm's 
pretensions should be so ignoranb of the teachings of the Holy 
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Quran as to declare to the world at large that the essence of its 
tcachinf'S is (;o kill or enslave the infirld-:. If the whole world 

b 

had posscs~ed tha,t sort of intelligence w}1ich Dr. Karl Kumm 

appears to possess, it would have been va,in to make any attempt 

to refute the charge which he has brought against the Holy 
Quran. But we think better of our readers and believe that there 
aro many among them that will appreciat0 til10 truth. So we will 
lay before them the passages to which Dr. Kumm refers, and 

every really intelligent man will see that greatest injustice has 

beeu done to the Holy Quran by Dr. Kumm who observes that 
the essence of its teachings is ''Fight the infidel and enslave him 
or bring him low.'' He refers to ''pages 20, 22, 64, 70, 71, 72, 

82, 83, 365 and others jn Sale's Translation.'' Let us begin with 
pago 20. The passages pertaining to fighting on page 20 of 
Sale's translation run as follows :-'' A.nd fight for the religion 
of God against those who fight against you, but trnnsgress not 

by allaelcing them first, for God loveth not the transgressors. 
A.ud kill them wherever you find them and turn them out of 
that whereof they have dispossessed you; for temptation to 
,i,clolatry is more grievous thau slaughter : yet fight not against 

them in the Holy temple, until they attack you therein 

but if they ::i.ttack you, slay them thel'e. This shall be 

the reward of the infidels. But if they desist, God is 

Gracious and Merciful. :b,ighl; therefore against them, until 

there be no temptation lo ·i<lolatry aurl the religion be 
God's: but if they desist, then let there be no hostility, except 

against the ungodly. A sacred month for a sacred month, and 

the holy limits of llfecca, ,if lhcy attach vou there·in, do ye also 
aUack them therein ·in reta,I iat,iou ; and w hoover tra.nsgresseth 
ag::i.inst you by so doing, do ye transgress against him in like 
manner as he hath transgressed t1gainst you, and fear God and 
kuow Lhat, God is wit,h those who foa,r ]Lim,. Contribute out of 
!Juw• ;;;nb1Jlancc towardu the dcfcu0c of the religion of God, 



DIL KARL IW.MM'S ATTACK ON THE HOLY QUitA.N. 135 

and throw not yom·selve.s with your own hands into perdition; 
and do good.'' The words in Italics arc put in by the translator 

by way of explanation. Now Dr. Kumm says that these 

verses teach war againsL al! infidels until they arc either en

slaved or mn.do low. If he ha.ll mn,do 'au intelligent study 
of these verses, he would ha.ve found t;hat thoy contain wise 

n.nd just f;e::i.chings which commend therm,elvcs to every man 
of sound intelligence. 

In the first pbcc, in oruor to properly nndcrstn.nd thcRe 
verses, we should take into cone11dcration the circumstances 
under which they wore revealed. ~;very Htudent of the Holy 
Quran is aware of !-.he fa.et tlrn.t t,h0 whole of the Qur:1.n was not 

revcn.lorl n.t one<~ h!t t th::i.t, if; wa,s rev~nled piecemeal as occasion 

required. Thns it is not all unbeliever:<1 to which the verses 
in question refer. '11hoy refer to the unbelievers of the 

time of the Ho1y Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

of God be n pon him) and the fighting that is enjoined 
in these verses wn.;c; enjoined aga.inst the unbelievers of the 
day. If the Holy Quran says: "Fight against them,'' it docs 
not mean that we arc required to fight against each and every 
unbeliever, whoever ho may be. 'l'o put such an interpretation 

on these words is to do violence to them and to give them a 

sense which they were never mca11t to convey. 'l1he command 

pertains to the unbelievers of the time of the Iloly Prophet 
( ma.y peace and the blm,sings of God be upon him). Why the 

Holy Prophet ::i.ncl his holy comp::mions were commanded to 

fi<Yht :wa.im;t t.hc rmbelieven; of Lhc <lay is apparent from the 
t, b 

verses themselves. In order to learn the cause of the war, we 
need not turn to the history of the time, for the Holy Quran 
itself gives the reason. And the testimony of the Quran on 

the events of t,hc day is not diaputGd even by the Christian 

critic8. Lot us turn t.o the very verses which Dr, Kumm 
quotes iu support of hit; alloga,tion. The very first verso a~ 
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translated by Sale, says,-~, And fight fo1• the religion of God 
against those who fight against you, hut transg1·ecs 11ot by attack
ing thtm fi·n1t, for God loveth not the transgressors.'' 'l'he 
verse clearly shows that the faithful wel'e required to fight only 
against those that fought against them and that they were 
strictly prohibited from attacking the unbelievers first. To be 
first to attack any unbeliever is described as tranBgresaion 
and God threatens such a transgressor with punishment. If 
Dr. Kumm's eyes had not been blinded by prejudice, he 
would not have referred to this verse as teaching fanaticism 
and as enjoining upon the believers an indiscriminate slaugh
ter of the infidels. The verse itself contains a clear refutation 
of the charge which he brings against the Holy Quran. If 
he had studied the Holy Qnran intelligently, as he pretends 
to have done, he ought to have seen that the Holy Quran 
gives permission to fight only against those that are first to 
take up arms against the Muslims and that it forcibly prohibits 
fighting against such unbelievers as have not been guilty of 
hostilities towards them. Dr. Kumm, it is evident, is either 
not intelligent or not truthful. The words which Sale translates 
as 'for th e religion of God' are 6.JJ) Jt~ , ... i which literally 
mean 'in the way of God.' The unbelievers had no personal 
enmity against the Muslims, who were their kith and kin. They 
fought against them only because they had embrace1 Islam, 
and the object of the unbelievers in waging war against the 
believers was to destroy the Muslims or to force them to abandon 
Islam and revert to idolatry. Their end was no other than to 
sweep Islam out of existence. 'l'hus it was not against the 
believers, bnt against Islam, the religion of God, that they fought 
and therefore the 'Muslims are spoken of as fighting 'in the 
way of God.' The unbelievers fought in the way of their false 
gods, while the believers fought 'in t,he way of God.' This 
phrase has been wrongly interpreted by the Chi-istiau mission
aries who allege that the faithful were required to fight to 
propas-te the religion of God. But the e.r.roneousne&s of this 
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interpretation is apparent from the fact that the very verse in 
which the words 'in the way of God' occur permits the Muslims 
to fight only against those tlrnb fight against them and 

forbids "';horn in forcible words to fight with such unbelievers 

as have not been guilty of aggrcsoion. If the object of the 

war had been to propagate Islam, it ought to have been de• 

cla.rcd against all non-Muslims alike. That the object of the 
war was not tho for-~iblo propagation of the faith is further 

n.ppa.rent from the fact that the Muslims were permitted 

to fight only as long as the unbelievers, who had been first 

to take np arms, continued their war against them and that 

they were required to lay down arms as won as the oppo • 

nents desisted from war and allowed the l\l uslims to live in 
peace. Many verses might be quoted from the Holy Quran to 
prove this, but I will here confine my:,elf ouly to the verses 

which our friend Dr. Kumm has qnote<l. Among the verses 
already quoted, the reader will find the following versei :-"But; 
if they desist, God is Gracions a,ll(l 1\f ercifnl.''' Again, "But if 
they d,:isist, then let; thic:rc bo no hostilit,y.'' rrhesc verses show 

three- things. Firstly, they show that it was the opponents of 
Islam that had taken the initiative. Secondly, they show that 
the Muslims were permitted to fight with them only a8 long as 

their opponents persisted in theiL· hostilities and that the 

Muslims were required to cease fighting as soon as their oppo

nents discontinued their hostilities towards them. Thirdly, 
they show thait if the opponents desisted from fighting, their 

past tranRgressions were to be pardoned, for, says God, 'if they 
desist, God is Gra,cious and Merciful,' i.e., their past cruelties 
must be forgiven them. Thus it is clear that the object of the 

Muslim war wa.:; only Lo restrain the hand of the oppressor. 
'\iVhen the battle of Badr was fought, Lhe revelation of God 

descended on the Holy Prophet (may pe3.ce and the blessings of 
God be npon him), sayings "0 MeccanR, if ye desired a 
decision, now hath the decision come to you. It will be better 

for you if you desist (from fighting). But if you return to it 
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we will return: and your forces, though they be many, shall 
by no means avail you aught bccamw God is with the faithful.'' 

(viii, 19). These vcr:-;cs clearly establish the fact tlw.t oven 

after the war ha,cl connnenccd, the opponents of Islam were 

asked to desist from fighting and they were also told that as 

God was wit,h the faithfol, He would make them victorious over 

their powerful riv':l.ls, if the la,tter persislied in their ca,mpaign 

agaiust Islam. Such ;J. prophecy could only be uttered by 
God. It wn,s uU0nHl at n. time when t,lw Muslims woro tot:1lly 

weak and were hardly able to hold their own agninst their 

numerous. enemies. And t,hc falfilmcut of LhiH pl'Ophccy showed 

tlrnt it had really emanated frorn God. 

The fact that t!rn Mnslims worn ~omnw.ndod to fight only 
as long as t,heir enemies continned to figh!; with t,hem. and that 

the enemy was repeatedly warned to cfosist from fighting clearly 

shows that the conclmiion at which Dr. Kumm has arrived is 

utterly erroneous. Another verse which, of the verses already 

quoted, deserves particular mention is ''Fight, ~herefore, against 
them, until there be no tern ptation to idolatry and the religion 

be God's.'' The word which Sale translates, as 'temptation to 

idolatry' is :fitnah, which originally means ''causing one to 
fall into t?"ial, a;Oliction, distress.c; or hardship" (vide Lane 
Poole's Arabic-English Lexicon). rl1ho command 0£ God to 
fight with the unbelievers unt.il there be uo .fitnah, (,i.e. until 

the unbelievers abstained front iufiicLing •dist,ress and affliction' 
upon the believers in order to compel th 1.Jm to relinquish Islam) 

shows that the object of the unbelievers in w:1,ging war against 

the Muslims was no other than to pervert them from t,heir faith 
by reducing them to straits. The Muslims were commanded to 

figho with their oppressors. to deliver themselves from their hands 

and they were bidden to cease fightihg as soon as their enemies 
refrained from opprc:-;::;ing them for tho s,ike of religion. Before 

the Muslims took up their arms to defend themselves from their 
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foes, there was no peace for them ju the land. There were 

many t,hat were believers at he:trli, but; snch was the tyranny 
of the enemies of Islam that they could not openly confess their 
faith in the Holy Prophet (may peace and t,he blessings of God 

be upon him). They followed t110 religion of the idolaters out 
of fear. Thus t,heir religion was not for God, but for those 

whom they feared. 'J1lw Mnslirns wore commanded to fight 
until there was no persecution for religion and every body was 
at liberty to follow the religion which he believed to be true. 
When the enemy wets ongage<l in bit,tc1· persecution of the 

faithful, unchecked, there were many who stuck to the religion 
of their forefathers merely through fear of the persecutors and 
thus their religion was not for God, but for those whose fear 
had prevented them from abandoning their old faith. And the 
Muslims were bidden to fight until the persecution should cease 

to exist and every body's religion be purely for God. This is 

the interpretation of the verse which S,tle translates as ''Fight, 

therefore, against them, until there be uo temptation to idolat1·y 

and the religion bo God's ( or more correct,ly, for God, the 
original word being &1J which literally moans 'for God'). A very 
erroneous interpretation has been pnt by the Christian writers 

on the words 'until thA religion bo for God·' They have been 

made to signify 'until all men embra,ee Islam.' It is said that 

according to this verse the M uslirns arc commanded to fight 
until the whole world becomes Muslim. The absurdity of this 
interpreta,tion can be shown in many ways, but here I will 
confine myself to the verses already quoted. ':I.1hat; the inter

pretation put upon the verso by certain Christians is erroneous 
is apparent from the context. 'l1he words immediately preceding 
the ven,c in question, to follow the rendering of Sale, are:

, Fight, therefore, against them, until there be 110 temptation 

to idolat,ry." Now those words have already been explained 

and they signify that war against the unbelievers is to be 

contim:.cd until tbo oucmics of Islam cease persccutirg the 



140 TIT.Ii: REVIEW Oll' KELIGIONS, (April 

Muslims. Thus war was to end with the end of the persec(ltion; 
it wa!il not lio be continued until all unbelievers had ceased 
to exist. When the unbelievers abstained from inflicting 

tortures on the faithful and from fighting them in order to 
turn them away from Islam, the command for the Muslims 
was, 'Stop fighting.' Such being the command immediately 

preceding the verse in questian, is it not utterly unreason
able to say that the very next verse, which is in fact a part 

of t1u preceding verse, contains a command to continue 
fighting even after the oppression had ended and to go on 
warring until all unbelievers had either embraced Islam or 
been put to the sword ? Let us now turn to the verse immedi
ately following the vet'sc iu question. Iii runs thus ;-But; if they 

desi:it, then let there be no hostility." Does not this verse 
falsify the idea that the Holy Qurnn commands the faithful to 

go on fighting until alt lll'!believers are brought into the fold of 
Islam? If such had been the command of God, He would not 

have bidden the Muslims to abstain from fighting as soon as 

their opponents discontinued their hostilities towards them. 

The next verse is ''Except against the ungodlly," which Rodwell 
renders as ''save against the wrong-doers.'' The word in the 

original for the ' wrong doers' or the 'ungodly' is Zalimin which 

means 'tyrants, oppressors' (vide Arabic-English Dictionary by 
Steingass). Thus it was only against the tyrants and the oppres

sors that war was allowed. 

There is yet anot;hor teaching embodied iu the verses 

quoted from page 20 of Sale\; Translation which deserves 
particular notice. Not only they permit fighting only against 
the aggressors, but even in fighting against the aggressors they 

enjoin strict; justice. The aggressors arc to be punished, but 
the punishment is to be proportionate to their ~gression. 

Among the said ve:rscs, the reader will find the following 
dircctions;-

(a) "Fight in the way of God against those that fight 
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against you but transgress not, for God loveth 
not the transgressors." Sale introduces the 

words by attaclcing them first after 'transgress 
not' by way of explanation, but his explanation 
only limits the sense of the verse. The versa 
prohibits the Muslims not only from attacking 
the enemy first, but also from being guilty of any 
transgression even after the war has commenced. 
They are permitted to fight those who fight 
against them, but in fighting they are nob 
allowed to transgress, ie., to inflict on the ene
my an injury greater than the injury inflicted by 
the enemy. An illustration will make it clear. 
When at the field of Ohud, the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) saw the mutilated body of his beloved 
and brave uncle, Hamza, the sight tore hia 
heart, and addressing the body of his uncle, he 
said, ''I will cause seventy of them to be 
mutilated in place of you." Thereupon God 
sent His word, saying, ''If ye punish, punish 
only as ye were punished., but if ye are patient, 
it is best for those who are patient." {:x.xi, 127) 

(b) Thb verses quoted from page 20 of Sale's translation 
contain further directions as to how the Muslims 
were to observe equit,y even during the war. 
''And turn them out of that whereof they have 
dispossessed you." Rodwell renders the verse 
as" And eject them from whatever place they 
have ejected you.'' These words not only indi
cate that the initiative lay on the aide of the 
enemy, but that the :Muslims were allowed to 
retaliate only in proportion to the wrong dono 
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to them and were not permitted to exceed the 
proper limit. They could eject them from the 
place from which the enemy had ejected them, 

but could not turn them out of the place 
of which they had not been dispossessed. Is 
not this teaching of the Holy Quran just and 
reasonable? Still Dr. Kumm accuses the Holy 
Quran of giving teachings w bich are calculated 
to engender fanaticism ! Perhaps he means that 
the unbelievers should have been at liberty 
to attack the Muslims, and even to expel them 
from their country, but the Muslims should 

not have been allowed even to repel their 
attack or to drive them out of the land of which 
they had dispossessed them, and that if they 
were allowed to do so, they should be called 
fanatics. If this is fanaticism, then indeed 

we are ready to admit that the Holy Quran 
engenders fanaticism. Dr. Kumm may see a 
teaching calculated to engender fanaticism in 
the words already quoted, '' And kill them 
wherever ye find them.'' It is a habit with the 
Christians to select such verses as the above 
and then having severed them from the 
context, to hold them up before ignorant or 
ill-informed men a.s verses inculcating indiscri
minate slaughter of all unbelievers, no matter 
who they are and where they are to be found. 

It is the most grievous dishonesty to represent 
the Pronouns or Nouns in such verses as referring 
or applying to all unbelievers, no matter of wha, 
country they are and to wha.te age they belong, 
Take the verse quoted above. If the Pronoun 

them in the said verse referi to all non-Muslims, 
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then indeed it cannot be denied that the verse 
commands the faithful to roam about in the 
land with drawn swords and to kill every 
non-Muslim that may come in their way. But 
if Dr. Kumm possesses some sense of justice 
coupled with a little amount of intelligence, a 
reference to the verse immediately preceding 

the verse in question will mn.ke it clear to him 
that the pronoun lhern, in the said verse 
refers to men 'who fight against,' the Muslims 

' and a reference to the verse immediately 
following the verse in question will convince 
him that the persons to whom the verse refers 
are men who ejected the Muslims from their 
possessions. It should also bo borne in mind 
that the Holy Companions of the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) were commanded to kill their 
enemies wherever they found them because 
their enemies also killed the faithful wherever 
they found them. In proof of this, I refer Dr. 
Kumm to the history of the times. He should 
also take into consideration the fact that the 

people with whom the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him) had to 
deal were not civilized men like Dr. Kumm, 
They were wild and law less children of the 
desert who seldom fought in regular battle. 

array and whom nothing but constant bard 
fighting could check from their depredations, 
Still the Muslims were prohibited from fighting 
them within the sacred territory and during 
the sacred months unless they were first to 
violate their sanctity by attacking the Muslimij 
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within the sacred limits or in the 6acred 
months. 

(e.) Among the verses quoted from page 20 of Sale's 
translation, there is yet another verse which 
enjoins upon the Muslims the observance of 
strict justice and equity in their dealings with 
their enemies even in the time of war. It says, 
'

4And whoever transgresseth against you, do 
ye transgress against him in lilce manner as 
he hath transgressed against you, and fear God, 
and know that God is with those that fear Him.,, 
This verse also, like the foregoing verses, 
permit,s the Muslims to inflict upon the enemy 
an injury similar to the injury inflicted by the 
enemy, warns them against a violation of this 

condition and points out that God will help 
them only if they observe this condition. Still 
Dr, Kumm informs Reuter's Agency that these 
verses of the Holy Quran engender fanaticism ! 

One more verse and I shall have done with page 20--of Sale's 
translation. The last verse on that page runs thus :-''Contri
bute out of you1· substance towards the defence of the religion 
of God, and throw not yourselves with your own hands into 
perdition; and do good, for God loveth those who do good." 
The words •Throw not yourselves with your own hands into 
perdition,' have been explained as meaning ''Be not accessory to 
yo11r own destruction by neglecting contributions to war.'' This 
interpretation is supported both by Rodwell and Sale. Thus, 
this verse bears further testimony to the fact that the enemies 
of Islam were bent on the destruction of the faithful and that if 
the latter bad not made sufficient preparations to repel the 
attacks of the enemy, they would have been totally destroyed. 

'fbua we see that the verses on page 20 of Sale's Translation 
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which have been represented by Dr. Kumm as engendering 
fanaticism and inculcating indiscriminate slaughter or enslave
ment of unbelievers of all lands and all times, lead to the 

following conclusions :-

1. The Holy Companions were permitted to fight 
only those that fought against them. 

2. They were strictly prohibited from attacking the 
unbelievers first. 

3. Even during the war, they were ordered to 
observe strict equity and were warned against 
all sorts of transgression. 

4.. They were ordered to cease fighting as soon as their 
enemies desisted from oppression. 

5. The object of the war of the unbelievers against 
the Muslims was to destroy them or to forco 
them to abandon Islam. 

6. If the faithful had neglected to take any step for 
their · protection against their enemies, they 
might be said to have been accessory to their 
own destruction. 

7. The object of the Muslim war was only self

proLeJtion and the restoration of peace. 

Now I ask Dr. Kumm to point out the verses on page 20 
which inculcate aggrcssi vc wM· against all unbelievers. The 
verscH originally rofcrrecl to tho un bclicven of Arabia who had 
been guilty of aggression. 

I now pass from page 20 to pa,ge 22 of Sale's 'l1ranslation. 
which is the next page to which Dr. Karl Kumm refers in his 

message to Reuter's Agency. The verses on page 22 dealinS 
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with fighting, run as follows, in the words of Sale :-

"War is enjoined on you against the infidels; but thiR is 
hateful unto pou: yet perchance ye hate a thing which is better 

for you, and perchance ye love a thing which is worse for you: 
but God knoweth and ye know not. They will ask thee concern
ing the sacred month, whether they may war therein: Answer, 

To war therein is grievous; but to obstruct the way of God, 
and infidelity towards Him, and to keep men from the holy 
temple, and to drive out His people from thence, is more 
grievous in the sight of God, and the temptation to idolatry 
is more grievous than to kill in the sacred nwnths. They will 
nob cease to war against you, until they turn you from your 
religion, if they are able.'' 

I fail to see here also any ground for Dr. Kumm's allegation 
thab the essence of the Quranic teachings is, 'Fight the infidel, and 
enslave him or bring him low." Indeed one of the verses says: 
"War is enjoined upon you," but it is not against all unbelievers 
that war is enjoined. If Dr. Kumm had really ma.de an intelli
gent study of these verses, he would have seen that if these 
verses enjoined war against the unbelievers, they also gave 
reasons for doing so. The verses which follow name many acts 
of the unbelievers against whom the faithful were required to 
fight, and every one who will consider those acts of the un
blievers will have no hesitation in admitting that under the 
circumsta.nces, taking recourse to arms was the only course 
left open to the Muslims. 

Firstly, the unbelievers obstructed the way of God, i.e., they 
hindered men from accepting Islam. 

Secondly, they kept men from the Holy Temple. All men 
were free to visit the Holy Mosque at Mecca. 'l'he Quraish 
could not prevent even their enemies from visiting the Holy 
;J?lace. Even if war was raging, ib ceased during the pilgrimage 
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season and hostile parties performed their pilgrimage without 
molesting each other. But such was the hostility of the Quraish 
and their allies towards Islam that a privilege that was allowed 
to every other foe was refused to the Muslims. 

Thirdly, the enemy not only prevented the Muslims from 
Yisiting the Holy Mosque, but they had even driven out the 

Muslim residents of the Holy Mosque from their home. 

Fourthly, there was Fitnah which Sale translates as 'temp .. 
tation to idolatry,' but which really means 'causing one to fall 
into trial, affliction, distress or hardship' which shows that 
the converts to Islam were caused to fall into trial, affiiction, 
distress and hardship, so that they might he compelled to 

abandon the new faith. 

Fifthly, there was the determination on the part of the 

unbelievers to continue fighting the Muslims unlil the latter 
abandoned Islam. '' They will not cease to war against you" 
sa.ys the Holy Quran, " until they turn you from your religion, 
if they are able " Mark the tyranny of the enemies of Islam. 
When the Muslims lived a't Mecca, they subjected them to 
painful tortures in order to turn them away from Islam, and 
when their pitiless persecution forced them to fly from 

thei!' city and seek refuge in a distant town they 
prcrsued them even there and were determined to go on 
fighting against the faithful until they turned them from 
their faith, if they were able. When such was the hostility 
of the enemy, how was it possible for them to live unlesi they 
resorted to arms for self-defence. I wish Dr. Kumm and his 
friends hac.l made an intelligent study of the Holy Quran and 
then it would have become clen.r to them that it was the enemy 
that forced the Muslims to fly to arms for self-protection. 

It is often alleged by the Christians, tha.b the Maalims bore 
persecution as long as they were weak, but a.a soon as ,he7 
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became strong enough, they began to war against the enemy. 
The verses on page 22 of Sale's translation refute this objection 
also. The first verse says:--'' W"ar is enjoined you against the 
u1ibelievcrs, but this is hateful to you." 'l1bis shows that when 
the command to fight was given to the Muslims, they did not 

like to fight because of thei.r extreme weakness compared with 

the strength of their powerful foe. 'l1he war was hateful to them 
because their enemy was very strong aud war with him appeared 
to them to be certain ruin. Speaking of the Battle of Badr, 
God says :-" And God had already succoured you at Badr 
white you were in a poor way " (iii, 119). How weak the 

Muslims were at the time of the ba.ttle of Badr, which was the 
first battle fought between the faithful and the unbelievers. 
will become apparent from the following two verses which refer 
to the said battle .-

( 1 ). '' Rcmc1nbe1• ho 1v t,hc Lord caused thee to go forth 
from thy home with truth, and verily a part 
of the believers were quite averse to it: they 
disputed with thee about the truth after ib 
had been made clear, as if they were being 
led forth to death and saw it before them.'' 
(viii, 5, 6). 

From this it appears that when the Muslims were \}alled 
upon to meet the advancing a.rmy of Mecca., they were so weak 

that many of them were averse to fighting and it appeared to 
them as if they were beiug led forth to death and saw death 
before them. 

(2).-vVhen the armies came face to face at Badr, the 
weakness of the Muslims made them cry to 
their Lord for assistance. •~ When you sought 
succour of your Lord and He answered you, 
' I will aid yoa with a thousand angels, rank 
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on rank,'' (viii, 9). If the reader desires to 
know the weak condition of the Muslims at the 
commencement of the war, let him mark the, 
following verse: '' And remember when yo.u 
were few and reputed weak in the land, that 
ye feared lest men should pluck you away; 
then was it that He took you in and stl'.'eng
thened you with His help, and supplied you with 

good things; haply ye will give thanks.'' 
(viii, 26). 

Tho next page of Sale's translation to which Dr, Kumm 
refers is 64. 'fhe verses dealing with war on this page are as 
follows:-

" They {the Munafilcin or hypocrites spoken of in the 
previous verses) desire that ye should become infidel'l, as they 
are infidels and that ye should be alike. Therefore take not 
friends from among them until they fly their country for the 
religion of God ; and if they turn back, take them and kill 
them wherever ye find them ; and take no friend from among 
them, nor any helper.'' Perhaps Dr. Kumm finds fault with 
these verses and it is probably these which appear to him to 
inculcate the slaughter or enslavement of all in6dels, but if he 
had taken the trouble of reading the very next verses, it would 
have become clear to him who the people were against who.m 
the Holy Quran bade the Muslims to fight. For the verses 
which imm@diately follow the foregoing verses say :-

" Except those who go unto a people who are in alliance 
with you, or those who come unto you, their hearts forbidding 
them either to fight egainst you, or to fight against their own 
people. And if God pleased, he would have permitted them to 
have prevailed against you, aud t,hey would have fought against 
you. But if they depart from you, and fight not againa~ 
you, and offer you peace, God does not allow you to take or kill 
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them." Now the reader is requested to note carefully the ex
ceptions contained in the above verses. There wer'l certain 
n'len who pretended to be Muslims, but were infidels at hear~. 
rrhcy were in fact ~ecret enemies of Islam and were even more 

dangerous than those who openly fought against the faithful. 
God warned the Holy Pr0phet (may peac and the blessings o! 

(}od be upon him) against them. They were not to be taken as 
friends or helpers, and this warning was given as a safeguard 

::ig,Linst their treachery. God also gives a test to prove the 

sincerity of their professions. If they quitted the company of 

Lhc oacmics of Islam and joined the Muslims at Medina, they 

wore to bo treated as Muslims, but if they continued to live 
among the opponent~ of L,lam, they were to be treated as enc
rn ics, except in the following cases:-

(a). If they joined such unbelievers llS had concluded 
a treaty of peaoe with the Muslims. 

(b). If they did not join the enemies of Islam in their 

wars against the faithful. 

(c). If they departed from the Muslims and made not 
war against them and offered them peace. 

Far from enjoining the Muslims to war against such men, 
God exhwts them to be thankful that they kept aloof from war. 
From this it a,lso appears plainly that if the Holy Compauions 

fonght against the unbelievers, it was because the latter fought 
agn.inst t,hem 1 and that if the unbelievers had not waged war 
against them, they would hn.ve not only not warred against them, 
but, al~o felt thankful for it. The Holy Quran also tells ua 
pfo.1uly in what case the ·hypocrite~ were to be fought against. 
Ji'or t-ht' V,'l'Y nc>it; ycrse says:- Ye 8hall finrl others who are 

desirous lo enter iiito n. colifidence wi'th you, and at the same 
l"im.e to preserve a confidence wi~h their own people so often u 
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they return to sedition, they shall be subverted therein ; and 
if they depart not from you, nor offer you peace, nor rcl$tra.in 
their hands from marriny against you, then take them and kilt 
them wheresoever ye find them ; over these We have granted you 
a manifest power." Was it not necessary for the Muslims to 
fight such men, in the time of war? I ask Dr. Kumm to answor 
this question. 

The remaining pages to which Dl'. Karl Kumm refers in 
his message to Reuter'1:1 Agency are 70, 71, 72, 82, 83 and 
365. I have carefully perused these pages, and have not 

come &Cross a single pas1,mge dealing with war, except one on 
page 82, where God, speaking of the Jews, says., ''So often as 

they shall kindle a fire for war, God shall extinguish it, and 
\hey shall set their minds to act corruptly in the earth, but God 
loveth not the corrupt doers." This verse refe1·s t:> the intrigues 
of the Jews of Medina against the Muslims and their attempts 
to incite the idolatrous Arabs against them, and adds that God 
shall frustrate their wicked designs and foil their effo1·ts. 
History tells us tlia.t the Jews of the days of the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the bles~ings of God be upon him) did make 
such efforts which met with failure, but a reference to them is 
outside the scope of this article. It is apparent, however, 
that1 the verse does nc.t contain any command for the Muslims to 

shed innocent blood. On the other hand, it shows that it was 
the enemies of Islam that were always intriguing against the 
Muslims and seeking their destruction. I wonder why Dr. Kumm 
has, through Reuter's Agency, referred the public to the pagco 
named above. There is one thing, however, which is common Lu 

all these pages and that is a refutation of the crronc.ous doctriucB 

of Christianity and it is perhaps this circumstance which has led 
Dr. Kumm to refer to these pages of Sale's translation. Page 
70 and 71 tell us that Jesus did not die on the cross and that 
\he Christians do not possess any certain proof of the fact th:;i,~ 
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Jesus actually expired on the cross and thus died a death which 
Sa held accursed both by the Jews and the Christians. It is also 
said ''We have prepared for such of them as are unbelievers a 
painful punishment." On page 72 there are passages that are 
levelled against Trinity. On page 82, it is said ''They 
are surely unbelievers (Sale says, infidels} who say, Verily God 
is Christ the Son of Mary.'' On page 83, we have the following 
verses, to quote the translation of Sale; "'They are certainly 
infidels, who say, God is the third of three: for there is no God 
besides one God; and if they refrain not from whati they say, a 
painful torment shall surely be inflicted on such vf them as 
are unbelievers" Again, "'Christ the Son of Mary is no more 
than an apostla.'' On page 365, we have :-''Jesus is no more 
than a servant whom we favoured." Again speaking of the 
Christian'3, the Holy Qurau says, "Woe unto those who have 
acted unjustly, because of the punishment of a grievous day." 

I~ appears that the object of Dr. Kumm in referring to 
these pages is to show that the Christians are also spoken 
of as infidels in the Holy Quran and that therefore the verses 
which speak of war against the unbelievers apply to the 
Christians as well. They would have indeed applied to the 
Christians, if they had commanded the Muslims to war againsb 
all infidels, no matter who they were and where they were found. 
But I have already shown that war was not permitted against 
all unbelievers, that it was allowed only against such of them 
as were first to war against the faithful with the object of 

either destroying them or forcing them to recant their faith. 
So, if Dr. Kumm make war again5t the Muslims in order to 
destroy them or to compel thorn to adopt Christianity, then the 
Muslims, according to the Holy Quran, arc allowed to fight 
but if Dr. Kumm leave them a.lone, then they are forbidden by 
the Holy Quran to make war against him, and if they do so, 
they will be guilty of transgression in the sight of God and will 
be punished by God for their wickedness. 
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It may also be pointed out that the word which Sa.le 
translates as 'infidels' is kafir, which means one who deniea 
or who is ungrateful. In the Holy Quran it is applied to thowe 
who denied the claims of the Holy Prophet {may peace and 
the blessings of God be upon him) or who refused to believe in 
God as represented by the Holy (,Juran. It was opposed to 

Momin, which means a believer and therefore it did not mean 
more than an unbeliever or a non-Muolim. 1t is nob used as 

a term of abuse, nor was it ever resented by the idolaters of 
Arabia, who knew that they were unbelievers. If Dr. Kumm 
resentr this term when it is applied to the Christians by the 
Holy Qtiran, it is because he is ignorant of Arabic. 

Now we have done with the pages which Dr. Kumm has 
named in his message, but he also speaks of 'others, which, he 
says, inculcate indiscrimate slaughter or enslavement of every 
unbeliever. Therefore it will not be out of place if we refer· 

here to a few other passages uf the Holy Quran, in order to show 
that other passages also contain teachings similar to those con
ained in the verses already quoted. Let us begin with the 
verse which first gave permission to the Muslims to take up 
arms against their enemies. The verse runs thus :-

44 Permission is given to those who are fought against, 
bQcause t,hey are wronged-and verily, God to help them has the 
might,-who have been driven forth from their homes undeser
vedly, only for that they said, Our Lord is God.'' (xxii, 40). 
'rhe verse is too plain to need any comment. H Dr. Kumm 
make an intelligent study of this verse, he will see that 
permission was given to the Muslims to fight, because they 
were fought against, and because they were driven forth 
from their homos undeservedly, only for that they said, 'Our 
Lord is God.' 

The verse which comes immediately a£ter the above verse 
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contains a teaching which the i-eader will in vain seek for in 
the scriptures of any other revealed religion. It is a teaching 
of the highest religious tolerance. 'l1he verse says: ''And 
were it not for God's repelling some men with others, cloisters 
and churrhes and synagogues and mosques wherein God's 
name is mentioned much would be destroyed.'' Can Dr. 
Kumm who accuses the Holy Qumn of engendering fanaticism 
produce a passage from the Bible camparable with the one just 
quoted? The verse teaches that the prayer-houses of all religions 
should be respected, that there should be perfect freedom for all in 
the exercise of religious observances and that where that 
freedom does not exist, it should be bought even with blood. 
When a party of the Christians of N ajran visited the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) at 
Medina, he allowed them to use his own mosque as a Church 
where they performed their Sunday service. When Omar, the 
second ~mccessor of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) entered Jerusalem, he was re• 
quested to says his prayers in the Christian Cathedr-al, but 
he said, ' If I did so, the coming generations would turn it into 
a mosque '. 

The reader is also requested to note the following injunc• 
tions which the Christian Missionary takes care to omit when he 
refers to the Quranic verses dealing with war :-

(a..) '' There is no compulsion in religion'' (ii. 
257). 

(b.) ,~ But say, ' This is the trnth from your Lord, 110 

leb him who will, believe and let him who will 
' disbelieve' '' (xviii, 30). 

(e.) "We know what they say about thee, (0 Pro• 
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phet) and thou art not over them one to com• 
pel.'' {I). 

(d.) 'Will ye not do battlA with a people who have 

broken their covenant and aimed to expel your 

apostle and attacked you first ? Will ye dread 
them ? God truly is more worthy of your fear, 
if ye are believers ! '' (ix, 13). 

(t,.) '' But what bath come to you that ye fight not 
on the path of God and for the weak among 
men, women, and children, who say, 'O onr 
Lord! bring us forth from this city whose 
inhabitants are oppressors, give us a champion 
from thy presence; and give us from thy 
presence a defender." (iv, 77). 

(j.) "Say to those who misbelieve, I£ they desist 
they will be forgiven what is past'' ti, e., if the 
unbelievers desisted from fighting, the Muslims 
too will desisb from fighting and the number
less wrongs that t.he unbelievers had perpetra
ted on the faithful will be forgiven them)'' 
(viii, 30). 

(g.) "If they incline to peace, incline tl1ou to i~ too, 
and rely upon God ; verily He both hears and 

knows. And if they deceive thee, then God is 
enough for thee." (viii, 63, 64). Thus the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upoa him) was bidden to incline to 
peace, whenever t.he rnemy offered him peace, 
and the thought that the enemy might only be 
deceiving him was not to deter him from con• 
eluding a treaty of peace. From this ib appeal's 
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that tho object of the Muslim wars was only 
to protect the faithful from oppression and to 

establish peace. 

(h.) '' But if they break faith with you after their 
treaty and revile your religion, then do battle 
with the ringleaders of misbelief; verily, there 
is no faith in them ; baply they may desist,,, 

(ix, 12). This also shows that the object of the 

Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) in fighting the ringleaders 
of the unb0lievcrs was only that haply they 
might desist from fighting. 

(i.) " And if any of the idolaters seek thy refuge, 

give him refuge that he may hear the Word 
of God, then let him reach his place of 

safety-that is because they are a folk who do 
not know.'' (ix, 6) But Dr. Kumm informs 
us through Reuter's Agency that the Qurau 

eujoins its followers to kill or enslave every 
infidel that falls into their hands. 

(j.) '' God forbids you not respecting those who have 

not fought a~ainst you for religion's sake and 
who have not driven you forth from your homes, 
that ye should a.et righteousiy and j11stly to

wn.rds them ; verily God loveth the just.'' 
(lx, 8). 

I believe now it must have become clear to Dr. Kumm 
that the Holy Quran does not inculcate the slaughter or enslave
ment of every infidel. God says He will love those Muslims who 
a.et righteously and justly towards the infidels, even if they be 

Christians.It is only when the unbelievers war against the Mus-
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lims that permission is given to the latter to fight. The Muslims 
are not bidden to fight tho unbelievers for their being un
believers, Por just as they are bidden to fight the unbelievers 
when the la,tter attack them, similarly they are also commanded 

to do battle with Muslims when they attack other Muslims. 

When Dr. Kumm made an intelligent study of the Holy Quran, 

he must havo come acru~;; Lhe fu11uwing vcrncs :-

" Moreover, if two bodies of the faithful are at war, then 

make ye peace between them : and if one of them wrong the 

other, then fight against tl1c party which doth the wrong, until 
it comes back to the precepts of God.'' (xlix, 9). 

Now, D1·. Kumm has no reason to complain, for if the 

Holy Quran enjoins wn,r against the unbelievers if they attack 

the Muslims, it also enjoins war against the believers when 
they attack other Muslims. In both cases, the end is the 

same, viz., t,he prohJction of the weak against the tyranny of 

th~ strong. 

'" Bub what hath come t;o yon," says t,lrn Holy Qurn.n, ~• that 
ye fight not on the path of God n.nd fnt the weak among men, 

women, and children, who say, '0 our Lord! bring us forth 
from this city whose inhabi.t..mts are oppressors, give us a 
champion from thy presence, and give us from thy presence a 
defender." (iv, 77). 

In short, 'an iutelligent study ' of the Holy Qur.1.n shows, 
not that ib engenders fanaticism a.nd inculcates indiscriminate 

slaughter or enslavement oi all unbelievers, as Dr. Kumm in
forms us through Reuter's Agency, but that the essence of 
its teachings is, Fight only aga.iusli thuse that fight against 

you, but trnnsgress not even during the war, and the 
object of your wars should be the cst,Lblishment of peace and 
toleration. 
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If Dr. Kumm had with him in his travels a copy of Sale's, 
rrranslation, he must also have had with him a copy of the Bible, 
for a devout Christian like him cannot travel without a Bible. 

It would have been ,Tell, if along with the Sale's Translation, 
he had also made an intelligent study of his Bible and compared 
the commands of the God of the Bible with those of the Holy 
(Juran. But if he has omitted to do so, I will do it for him. 

The reader has seen the directions of the Holy Quran 

relating to war, let him now see what the Bible baa to say on 
the subject-

( a.) ''And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Avenge 
~he children of Israel of the Midianites .••••• 
And Moses S(mt them to the war, a thousand of 
every tribe . . . . . And they warred against 
the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Moses ; 

and they slew all the males. And they slew 
the kings of Midian beside the rest of them 

that were slain, five kings of Midian ; Balaam 
also they slew with the sword. And the chil
dren of Israel took all women of Midian cap
ti \'CR, and t,heir I ititlc omR, and took the spoil 
of all their cat,tle, and all their flocks, and all 
their goods. Aud t.hcy burnt all their cities 

wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles 
with fire. And they took all the spoil, and all 
the prey, both of men and of beasts. And they 
brought the captives, and the prey, and the 
spoil, un~o Moses and Eleazar the priest, and 

unto the congreg!:l.tion of the children of Israel, 
into the camp at the plains of Moa.b. And 
Moses, and Eleazar the priest and all the princes 
of the congregation, went forth to meet them 
without the camp. And Moses was w:roth with 
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the officers of the host, with the captains over 
thousands, and captains over hundreds, which 
came from the battle. And Moses said unto 
them, Have ye saved all the women alive ? 

Behold, these caused the children of Israel, 
through the counsel of Balaam, to commit 

trespass against the Lord in the matter of 
Peor, and there was a plague among the cong
regation of the Lord. Now therefore kill 

every male among the little ones, and kill 
every woman that bath known man by lying 
with him. But all the women children, that 
have not known a man by lying with him, 
keep alivo for yourselves.'' Numbcrn xxx1, 

1-18. 

(b.) '' And the Lord spake unto Moses in the plaim; 
of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, When ye are passed over Jordan, into 
the land of Canaan, then ye shall drive out all 

the inhabitants of the land from before you 
and destroy all their pictures, and destroy 
all their molten images, and quite pluck down 
all their high places. And ye shall dispossess 
the inhabitants of the land, and dwell therein: 
for I have given you the land to possess it . 
. . . . • . . But if ye will not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, then it 
shall come to pass, that those which ye let 
remain of them shall be pricks in your oyes, 
and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you 
in the land wherein ye dwell.'' (Numbers 
xxxiv, 50-55), 
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(c.) ~'So the Lord our God delivered into our hands 

Og also, the king of Bashan, and a,11 his people 
and we smote him until none was left to him 

remaining. And we took all his cities at thab 

time; there was not a city which we took not 
from them. (Deut. iii, 3-4). 

(d.) "And we took all his cities at thab time, and 

utterly destroyed the men, and the women, and 
the little ones, of every city we left none to 
remain.'' (Deut. ii, 34). 

(c.) ''And ye shall overthrow their altars and break 

their pillars and burn their groves with fire.'' 
(Deut. xii. Z). 

(!.) ''And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them 
before thee; thou shalt smite them and utterly 

de::itroy them, thou shu,lt make no covenant 

with them, nor show mercy unto them." (Deut. 
vii, 2). 

(y.) ''And they utterly destroyed all that was in the 
city, both man and woman, young and old, and 

ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the 
sword.'' (Joshua vi, 21 ). 

(h.) ''And they burned the city with fire and all that 

was therein; only the silver, and the gold, and 
the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into 

the treasury of the House of the Lord.'' (Joshua 
. 94) VI,.., • 

(i.) 1'And it ohall be, that he thab is taken with the 
accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and 

all that he ha.th.'' (Joshua vii, 15}. 
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(i.) ''And Joshua said, \Vhy hast thou troubled us? 
The Lord shall trouble thee this day. And 
all Israel stoued him with stones, and burned 
them with fire, after they had stoned them 

with stones.'' (Joshua vii, 25). 

(k.) ''And it came to pass, when Israel had made an 

end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the 

field, in the wilderness wherein they chased 
them, and when they wore all fallen on the edge 
of the sword, until they were consumed, that 
all the Israelites returned unto Ai, and smote 

it with the edge of the sword. And so it was, 

that all that fell that day, both of men and 
women, were 12,000, even all the men of Ai. 
:Por Joshua drew not his hand back wherewith 
he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly 

destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai ..• , •••. 
And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for 

over, even a desolation, unto this day. And the 
king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide." 
(Joshua. viii, 24-2!1 J· 

(l.) ''So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and 

of the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, 

and all their kings : he left none remaining, 

but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the 

Lord God of Israel corn mantled.'' (Joshua 
x, 40). 

(m.) 'Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the 
tentJ of J ael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite . 
. . . . . . • And Jael went 011t to meet Sisera, 

and said unto him, Turn in, my Lord, turn 
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in to me; fear not: and when he had turned 
in unto her into the tent, she covered him with 
a mantle . . . . . . . Then J ael took a nail of 
the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, 
and wont soft.1y unto him, and smote the nail 
into his temples; for he was fast asleQp1 and 
weary: so he died ••.•.... Blessed above 
women slrnll Jael the wife of Heber Le; blessed 
shall she be above women in the tent.'' (Judges 
iv, 17-21; v, 24). 

(n,) '~Have they not divided the prey, to every 
man, a damsel or two ?''(Judges v, 30). 

(o.) ''And all the people likewise cut down 
every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, 
and put them to the hold, and set the hold on 
fire upon them, so that all the men of the tower 
of Shechem died also, about a thousand men and 
women.'' (Judges ix, 40). 

(p.) "And he (David) took their king's crown from off 
his head, the weight ·whereof was a talent of gold 
with the precious stones and it was set on David's 
head .....• And he brought forth the people 
that were there, and put them under saws, under 
harrows of iron and under axes of iron and made 
them pass through brickkilns, and thus did he 
unto all the cities of the children of Ammon.'' 
(ii Samuel, xii, 30-31; i Chronicles xx1 2 and 8). 

''So J chu slew all that remained of the house of 
Ahab in J czrccl, and all his great men, and his 
kinsfolks, and his priests, until ha loft him 
none remaining." (lii Kings. x, ii). 
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(r.) '~Then Mena.hem smote Tiphsah and all that 
were Lherein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah; 

because they opened not to him, therefore he 
smote it; and all the women therein that were 
with child he ripped up." (ii Kings xv, 16). 

(s.) ''.And as Josiah turned himself, he spied ~he sepul

chres that were there in the mount ,and sent, and 
took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned 

them on the altar, and polluted it according 

to the word of the Lord, which the man of God 
proclaimed, who proclaimed these words," 

(ii Kings, xxiii, 16). 

Such were the wars that were fought by the Prophets and 

kings of Israel, according to the command of the Lord. There 
was the levelling of the houses v.,ith the ground, the setting 

of the cities on fire, the burning of the orchards and green 

trees to ashes, the total destruction of all that breathed, the 
wholesale slaughter of men, women and children and eveu of 
oxen, asses and sheep, the driving of nails into heads, the 

putting of men under saws, and under harrows and axes of iron, 
the burning of men in towers, the ripping up of women that were 
with child, the taking out and burning of the bones of the dead, 

and lastly there was the command of the Lord to make no 
covenant and to have no mercy. 'l1his was done according to 
the will of the Lord and was done by men like Moses, Joshua 
and David. Mark what the Holy ·word of God says of these holy 
persons. Of Moses, God says, '' And there arose not a. prophet 

since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 

face.'' (Deut. xxxiv, 10.) Moses is also spoken of as the 'Chcsen' 

of God. Of David it is said,''David, who kept my commandments, 
and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which 
was right in mine eyes." (I Kings, xiv, 8). Again, "David 
did thab which was right in the eyes of the Lord" (I KiDg1 
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xv, 5), Of Joshua. the Bible says : ·' And Joshua, the son of 
Nun, was full of the spirit of witidom.'' (Deut. xx:x iv, 9.) 

Now one who believes in the Bible to be the Word of God 

should be ashamed to attack the Holy Quran whose directions 

regarding war are ideal directions even for the most enlightened 

people, Let Dr. Kumm compare the above quotations from 

the Bible with the very humane directions which the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 

gave to the army which he sent to Muta (Syria) to avenge the 
murder of his envoy by the Christian prince, Sbarhabil. "Be 
not guilty" said he, ''of treachery ancl perfidy. Kill not the 
children, the women, the a,ged and those that lead retired Ii ves 

in their cells. Approach not a tree, nor demolish any building.'' 
Let him also compare the Biblical accounts of the wars of 
Joshua, the first snccessor to Moses, with the principles of 
justice and moderation laid down by Abn Bakr, the first 
successor to the Holy Prophet (may prnce aud Lhe blessings of 

God be upon him) for the guidance of the first expedition into 
Syria: "Be just, break not your plighted faith, mutilate none; 
slay neither children, old men nor women; injure not the date
palm nor burn it with fire, nor cut down any fruit-bearing tree; 

slay neither flocks nor herds nor camels, except for food; 

perchance you may come across men who have retired into 
monasteries, leave them and their works in peace; you may eat of 
tho food that the people of the land will bring you in their 
vessels, making mention thereon of the name of God; and you 
will come across people with shaven crowns, touch them only 
with the flat of the sword. Go forward now in the name of God 
and may He protect you in battle and pestilence." ('Preachings 
of Islam' by T. Vv. Arnold, page 50). 

I think I hav£ written enough to ea.use Dr. Kumm to 

blush at his gross misrepresentation of the teachings of the 
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Holy Quran. It ii!! now the duty of Renter's Agency to publiall 
the substance of this reply to Dr. Kumm just as the1 have 
given publicity to his attack on tho teachings of •he Mu1lim 
faith. 

--
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The Christian Doctrine of 
Atonement, III. 
By Mufti Muhammad Sadiq. 

Scriptural Evidence against the Doctrine. 

By Scriptural evidence I moan the evidence of the book■ 
comprised in the Bible, for it is these that are looked upon 
by the Christians as inspired scriptures, 'l'hese books have, 
however, undergone so many changes during tha past three or 
four thousand years that they can hardly be treated as contain
ing the pure Word of God from beginning to end. It has been 

admitted by European scholars and even by the Christian 
preachers themselves that the present Bible contains many 

spurious passnges and that its books were not really written by 
men whose names they bear. But a discussion of this subjeci 
is out of the scope of this article. Many books have been written 
on the authenticity of the Bible and among others, I refer the 
reader to the book entitled 'The Bible Untrustworthy." It was 
written by Walter Jekyll, M. A, and was published in London 
in 1904. I will give here only a single instance of the additions 
made by later hands. Torah was the vVord of God revealed \o 
Moses, but to-day we find that it contains such passages as the 
following:-''So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the 
land of :Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And he buried 
him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth~peor: but 
no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day . , ..••. And 
11here aro10 not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses whom 

the Lord knew face to face.'' These abatements show tha.t the 
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Torah is not free from interpolations made by huma.n hands 
long after the time of Moses. Similarly, the Evangel was really 
the Word of God which was revealed to Jesus the Christ, but 
the Go1pels that are now current among the Christians contain 

the words of other men who wrote from hearsay, and it is not 

even kuown for certain that these books were actually written 
by the persons to whom they are ascribed. Speaking of the 

story of the passion the learned and critical Christian writers of 
the Encyclopaedia. Biblica say : "For modern criticism the story 
even in its most historic version, is nob pure truth, but truth 

mixed with doubtful legend.'' (volume ii, column 2452). 
In 1horb, the Bible has been subjected to so many alterations, 
interpolations and additions that it is hardly safe to rely upon 
i6. Though the Bible has been tampered with, yet it contains 
sufficient evidence to show that the Doctrine of the Atonement 
of J e!us is a false doctrine. 

Neither in the Torah, nor in the Prophets, there is any word 
which may show that in order that the sins of men be forgiven, 
i, i1 necessary thab a Son of God should offer himself as a sacrifice 
On the other hand, it is plainly stated that sins are forgiven 

by repentance, prayer, faith, grace, mercy of God and the 
intercession of the prophets. 

I. The first scriptural evidence against the Christian 
doctrine of Atonement is to be found in Exodus x::xxii, 33. ,vhen 
the Beni Israel, seeing that Moses delayed to come down from 

the mount, made to themselves a molten calf, and adored it, 
the wrath of the Lord was kindled against them and He said 
to Moses, •Let me alone that I may consume them." In order 
to save his people from destruction, Moses did two things. On 
the one side he asked his people to kill with their own bands the 
organisers of the mischief and on the other, he went to the Lord 
and 1ald ''Oh, this people have sinned a great sin and ha,yo 
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made them god11 of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their 
sin-; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which 
,hou hast written.'' Now mark that Moses makes two propol!la.11 
for the remission of the sin oC his people. One was that the 
sin be forgiven, and the other was that he should be made to 
1uffcr the punishment of the sin in place of his people. Whai 
was the answer which the Lord made to his ontrcaty? God 
answered the l!lecond request first and said, ''Whosoever hath 
1inned against me, him will I blot out of my book.'' (Exodus, 
:u::xii, 33). This shows that the Cbristian scheme oC Atonement 
i• not a,cceptable in the law of God. He does not punish the 
innocent in place of the guilty. Tbough Moses was willing ,o sacrifice himself for his people, yet God rejected his requeet. 
Be, however, accepted his intercession and was a.ppea.sed of the 
evil which He thought to do unto his people. Indeed He plagued 
•hem for their sin, but He did not totally consume them as He 
had originally willed. If really a great event was to take place 
in the world which was to be an atonement for the sine of all 
generations, both past and future, then when Moses expressed his 
wi llingnees to become a sacrifice for his people, God ought not to 
have held bis request as unworthy of acceptance, but He ought to 
have told Moses that His own son had taken the task upon him-
1el( and ihat if his people desired to have their sin reremitted, 
\hey should believe in the Son. But God, neither through 
Moses nor through any other Prophet, ever informed the people 
of the world that Hie own son would suffer punishment in place 
ef all peoplo and that they should believe in him so that they 
might be saved. 

II. In Deut. ix, 18-19, Moses, addressing Israel, !!lays 
"And I fell down before the Lord as at the first, forty days and 
forty nights: I did neither eat bread, nor drink water, because 

er all your 1inl!I, which ye sinned in doing wickedly in the sight or 
•he Lord, to provoke him to anger: for I was afraid of the angct 
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and hot displeasure wherewith the Lord was wroth against you 
to destroy you. But the Lord hearkened unto me at that time 
also.'' Here too the people were saved from the punishment of 
their sins through the intercession of a great prophet and no 

atonement of the kind preached by the Christiane was needed. 

III. When A bimelech, King of Gerar, took Sara.h1 wi(e of 
Abraham, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him and 
upon our Holy Prophet, then God came to Abimelecb in a dream 
by night, and said to him, "Restore the man his wife, for he ia 
a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou ahalt liTe.'" 
(Genesis xx, 7.) In his verse, God plainly says that the prayer 
of a. prophet intercedes for us and brings us life. No atonement 
of the type taught by the Christians is held as indispensable. 

IV. 'When Solomon built a house for the name or tho 

Lord God of Israel, he stood before the altar of the Lord and 

spread forth his band& towards heaven in the presence ol all the 
congregation of Israel, and in course of the lengthy prayer which 
he offered, he said "Lord God of Israel,. . • . • • • hearken thou 
to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when 
they shall pray towards this house: and hear thou in heaTen 
thy dwelling place; and when thou hearest, forgive ....... .. 
\Vhen thy peple Israel • . • • shall turn again to thee, and 
confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee 
in this house : then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin 
of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the laud which 
thou gavest unto their fathers. When heaven is shut up, and 
there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; if they 
pray towardti this place, and turn from their sin, and confeaa 
thy name, then hear thou in heaven and forsive the sin of 
thy servants .•..• If there be in the land famiI?e, if there be 
pestilence, blasting, mihlew, locusb, or if there be caterpillar; 
if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; what• 
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soever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what prayer 

and supplication soever be made by any man or by all thy 
people Israel, . . • . . . . . • . • • then hear thou in heaven 
thy dwelling place, and forgive." (I Kings viii). Now let us 
hear what God says in answer to the prayer of Solomon: "And 
the Lord said to him, I have heard thy prayer and thy suppli
cation that thou hast made before me : I have hallowed this 

ho.use which thou hash built, to put my name there for ever; 
and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. And 
if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in 

in.tegrity of heart, and in uprightness, ....•. then I will 
establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever." These 
verses clearly show that God hears and accepts the prayers of 
His servants, and that in order to be a recipient of His favours, 
it is necessary, not that one should have faith in the Christian 
atonement, but t,hab one should walk before God in integrity 
and uprightness. If the Christian atonement was valid, it was 
necessary that God should have told Solomon who repeatedly 
prayed for forgiveness that He had made another arrangemenb 
for forgivenos and that was that His own Son would be crucified 
and that the said son would bear upon himself the sins of all 
mankind and would be their Saviour. But God never informed 
us of this fact through any Prophet of the Bible. On the other 
hand1 he told us other methods of the forgiveness of sins and 
actually forgave ·sins independently of the Christian atonement, 

V. Again, in 2 Chronicles, vii, 12-14, it is said, "And 
the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I 
h.ave heard thy prayer, and have chosen this plac~ to myself 
for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no 
tain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land or if I 
se,nd pestilence among thy people; if my people that are called 
by my name. shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 

face, and turn from their wicked ways: then will I hear from 

heaven and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." 
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Here the Word of God plainly states that there a-re four ways 
of the forgiveness of sins. 1, tu humble oneself, 2. to pray, 
3. to turn to the Lord and to seek His face and 4. to turn from 
the wicked ways. These are the words of God which are to be 
found in the Bible and are believed by the Christian& to be 
true. But these words of God make no mention of the Christian 
atonen..ant as a means of the forgiveness of sins, and this notwith
standing the fact that according to the Christians, belief in the 

atonement of Jesus is the only means of the forgiveness of sins. 
Thus the Christian doctrine of atonement is against the Word 
of God and is therefore absolutely false. 

VI. In Isiah, lv, 7, the Prophet says : "'Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts and 
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy on him. 
and to our God, for He \Vill abundantly pardon.'' In these 
lines, Prophet Isiah tells us plainly that the way to attain sal• 
vation is to forsake wickedness and unrighteousness and to 
turn unto the Lord, and he assures us that if we follow this 
course, forgiveness of sius is sure to follow as a consequence. 
Buu he makes no mention of the atonement of Jesus which 
snows that the doctrine is false. 

VII. From the old Testament I now turn to the Gospels, 
which are said to contain the actual words of J esu~ himself. 
'J.1he words of Jesus must carry greater weight with the Christ• 

iaos than the teachings of any other prophet, so let us see whab 
was his owu teaching on the subject of the forgiveness of sin. In 
Matt. vi, Jesus teaches a prayer to his disciplesi and among 
other things, he asks them to pray : "And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors." (Matt, vi, 12 ). By this 
prayer, Jesus teaches that we should pardon those that sin 
against us and the result will be that God will forgive us our 
sins. Jesus did not teach that for the forgiveness of sins it was 
necessary that one should believe in his atonement. On the 
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other br.nd, he drew their attention to a partio1.1lar deed of 
virtue which was to lead to the forgiveness of sins. What 
follows clearly falsifies the Ohtistian doctrine of atonement, for 
Jesus says: "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, you,. 
°Ma,ve,nlu Father will also forgiv~ you- But if you forgive not 
men their tr,spaHes, neither will your Father forgive yowr 
treapasaes." (Matt. vi, li, 15.) In these words he moat clearly 
stated that the way to have the sins forgiven wai; thab we 
should forgive other men's sine so that our mercy might draw 
\he mercy of God. 

VIII. In Matt. xii, 31, Jesus says that blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven. This shows that there are 
lwo kinds of sin; firstly there are those that are capable of being 
forgiven and secondly there are sins which are so heinous that 
they are not capable of being pardoned. If the story of atone4 

ment had been a true story, Jesus would not have said so, for 
belier in atonement brings about the pardon of all sins alike. 

IX. Jesus himself speaks of the way to attain salvation. 
In Matt. vii, 13, he says, "Enter ye in at the strait gate : for 
wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruc
•ion, and many there be that go in thereat: because strait is 
the gate and narrow is the way which Ieadeth unto life; and 
few there be that find it.'' In these verses, Jesus speaks of the 
way to salvation as difficult and narrow which requires a great 
deal of exertion and self-denial. But the way of atonement ia 
noi a narrow way. On the other hand, ibis a very broad and 
wide gate. Do what you will; belief in atonement will remove 
all your sins. You are not bound to follow any Law. You will 
not be punished, even if you have sinned your fill, for another 
baa already undergone punishment for your sins. All that you 
ha Ye to do is to believe in the atonement of J es1.1s; everything 
elae baa been accomplished by him. Bub from the verse• 
quo~ed abo,e h appears tha~ Jesus did not approve of such a 
.,,., trhiob abowa that he never even dream~ of the scheme of 
,r altlli•• prta.kt4 '11 tbe Cluiniau. 
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Notes and Comments. 
Widow Marriage or Niyoga? 

The orthodox Hindoo is ~trongly opposed to \Vidow-Marriage 
;md so was Pundit Daya, Nand, the founder of the Arya Samaj. 
According to Daya Nand, only the widow whose husband died 
before he knew her, might bo married again and only with a 

widower who had not known his wife. ''Bnt the re-marriage of 

men and women who have enjoyed married lives'' says the 
Pundit, ''is not permitted among the Brahmans, Kshatriyas and 
Vaishyas," Fur these castes the Pundit recommends the 
Niyoga in place of re-marriage, and in answer to the question 
whether the men and the women of the three higher castes can1 
be re-married in any case after they have once enjoyed ma1:ried., 
he life says: "No, never.'' But strange to say, the followers 
of Daya Nand, in spite of the express pr0hibition of the Founder 
of their system against widow-remarriage, not- only think it 
la.wful, but exert themselves to the utmost of their powers to 
introduce it among their brethren. It is not my object to 

blame them for their violation of the express injunction of 
their Master. My object is only to draw attention to the fact 
that they have for~aken a plain injunction not only of their 
Lord and Master, but also of their sacred scriptures in favour 
of the Q11ranic injunction to marry the widows. HAnd marry 
those among you that are widowed.'' (xxiv, 32). Thanks to the 
wholesome influence of Islam, their Leader forsook the idolatrous 
practices of his forefathers, and now his followers have begun 
to advocate widow-marriage in direct opposition to the plain 
teachings of the Founder of the Samaj. The leader, however, 
did his best to distort the words of the Vedas in order to show 
tho.t the verses which had for long centuries been regarded 
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as teaching idolatry and creature-worship taught nothing hub 
the worship or the One God, hub his followers have made no 
attempt to force any new meaning into the words of their leader 
which prohibited the re-marriage of widows. 

The advocacy of widow-remarriage by the Samajists also 

shows that though they often defend the doctrine of Niyoga as 
taught by Pundit Daya N and, yet they abhor it at the heart 
of their hearts, as every man with the least sense of decency 
must do. He recommended Niyoga in place of widow-remarri
age, which he severely condemned, andthe fact that his follow
ers have adopted widow-marriage in preference to N iyoga, in 
spite of the plain commandment of their ma1::ter to practise 
Niyoga. and shun widow-marriage, is a clear evidence of the fact, 
that they really hate Niyoga. and that when they make a. 

reluctant effort to defend it in theory, it is only out of deference 
to their 'faacher who prescribed it for his followers in the 
Satyarth Prakash. If Niyoga is really worthy of practice, why 
do they perfer widow-marriage to Niyoga. ? 

Though the Sama.j as a body favours widow-marriage, there 
are individuals in it who still protest against it and prefer to 
abide by the commandment of their beloved master which was 

baied on the plain words of Hindoo scriptures. Such at least 
is a Samajic gentlewoman, Vidya Wati Seth, that hails from 
Lucknow aud contribubes to the V edic Magazine a vigorous 
protest against widow-remarriage. In course of the article, 
she says; 

''Re-marriage of men was prevalent by the stratagem of 
Non-Arya;n people, but now, even the Aryas are trying, under 
the disguise of social and religions reform, to persuade widows, 
who have enjoyed their married life, to marry again, and thus 
deprive them of their chastity •.•. Some Aryans declare tbatl 

Swami Daya Nandji was in favour of widow-marriage. I uk 
them on wha.tJ page, and of which edition of Satyartha Prakash 



HllO.) NOTES .A.ND COJlJlllNTS. 175 

&c., Swamiji has mentioned it. I searched for it, but could 
not find it out.'' Then she proceeds to quote Satyartha Prakash 
to show that Swami Daya Nand prohibited widow-marriage 
and prescribed Niyoga in its stead. Then she continues:
"My dear friends, when widow-marri1ge is not allowed according 
to Vedic religion and when the Swami is so much against it, 
how could you do it? Why do you blot the name of Arya. 
Samaj and dishonour high families by performing widow
marriage." 

In answer to the plea that widow-marriage is resorted to 
in order to protect the chastity of the Samajic ladies she says:
\'If, according to their conviction, we suppose for a moment 
tha,t when widows are married~ they will not commit sin, then, 
with great grief alld shame I declare that most of the married 
women of noble families commit such sins though their husbands 
are yet living." I think, she could give a more convincing 
reply by saying, that there is little chance for sin when 
Swamiji has given the widows full license to practise Niyoga, 
whenever they feel a need for it. The statement of the Sama
jists that widow- marriage is resorted to as a protection against 
adultery implies that they regard Niyoga. as equivalent to adul
tery, for a widow could perform Niyoga without being married 
and if Niyoga was not adultery, what need was there to abandon 
it and resort to re-marriage as a safeguard against sin. If re
marriage is preferred to Niyoga as a protection against adultery, 
this means that Niyoga is not treated as a safeguard against 
adultery, which means that it is treated as adultery. 

It may be pointed out here thab it is nob only the widows 
but also married women that are in many cases permitted to 
perform Niyoga, i.e. they are at liberty to have r,ex.ual inter
coul'se with strangers. For full details see the Satyart;ba, 
Prakaib. 
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Review. 
We have received the 1st four volumes of '' Personal Purity 

Publications.'' The first t"vo are 'For Boys' and 'For Young men' 
and the other two, 'For Girls: and 'For Young Women' These 
volumes an handy, instructive. and concise and wholly free from 

all technicalities. The author has taken pains to be plain and 
distinct and has dealt with the subject in the manner of a layman 
who is otherwise fully master of the subject; and the language 
i:1 so simple and illustrations so very homely that a. boy or girl 
of ;1,n ordinary understanding can understand them very easily. 

It is the parents first who are addressed and to whom it is 
pointed out that it is their first duty to instruct their children 
.in the universal laws of personal purity. The parents, says the 
author, withhold their advice from their children under the 
mistaken impression that ignorance is innocence, and the result 
is that what they do not learn at home, they learn from their 
cornpauions generally in a manner that brings bitter fruit in 
the end. The great enemy of personal and individual growth 
is self-abuse which is so very rampant nowadays among the youth 
of all countries. The author chiefly inweighs against this curse 
which, he says, makes those that take recourse to it, dull-witted 
and stupid. 'l111ey cannot p~ay any healthy or manly game, they 
grow weaker, they are unhappy. 'rhey suffer from headache 

and backache and the first disease that comes along lays hold of 
them and finds them ready victims. They become morose, quarrel

some and mischievous. 'rhey flush to the roots of their hair at 

the slightest provocation, their muscles become :flabby, their 
eyes lustreless and they look old, hagg~rd and ·worn out. Their 
brain fails, their memory departs, and all interest in life soon 
vanishes away. Their probable end is first the lunatic asylum 
and then the grave. 

The author also gives valuable advice on matters pertaining 
to food, drink, dress, reading &c., and we would be doing mere 
justice if we strongly recommend these volumes to our readers. 
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