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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
VoL. IX.) JUNE, 1910. (No. 6. 

r!:J:. .1J 1 ~•t.) 1 ill 1 r-~ 

r~ y:J J 6-.l r J u-1.c ul..a.i ., • J+.SJ 

The Divine Origin of the Holy 
Quran, V. 

A Reply to tl1e 'Sources of Islam.' 
The Escape of Jesus from the Cross. 

Among the passages of the Holy Quran which Rev. Tisclall 
traces to heretical Christian sources is the one which denies 

that Jesus died the accursed death of the cross. The Jews 
boastfully said that they had killed Jesus on the cross, and 
thus caused him to die an accursed death which wa~ incom

patible with his claims to Messiahship. The Christian~ also 
siad that Jesus had really died an accursed death, bub 
that he was accursed for the sins of mankind. Thus a. 
grievous wrong was done to a righteous servant of God. A 
holy man was represented as an accursed one; a friend of God 
was represented as a friend of the devil. For what is curs0d

ness, but becoming like the devil, which is the chief of the 
n.ccur1.ed ones. 1~,rery word has a significance and when we 
apply it to.an object, we mean that that object possesses the 

siguifia.uco of that word. \Vhen we call a man a leper, we do 

not mean that he has a soft, smooth skin and a clean1 healthy 
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body. Similarly when we say that such and such a person was 
accursed of God, we do not mean that he became a righteous 

man and a friend the Lord. If the ren.dr.rs wn.nt t,o realise the full 
force of the word c111·sc, let them think of Satan, who was also 

cursed by Goel. When we s::1,y that such and such a man 

became accursed, we mean thn,u he became like Satan. The 

Christians must bear in mind that curse is not a harmless 

thing. It has a dreadfol significance, and one shudders at the 

thought that a holy and righteous man like the Son of Mary 

should have even for a moment been subjected to curse. Curse 

does not affect the body of its vict,ion, it is the name of a fatal 

disease which blights t,ho sou). An accursed one is an enemy 

of God. He is away from Goc.1 and is near Satan. But the 

the pity is that, it is not only the Jews, but even the Christjans 

that impute cursedness to Jesus and say that after death on 

the cross, he descended into hell as every accursed one must 
do. Thus a great injustice was clone to a great soul, and both 

the friends and the foes were unanimous in calling him acc1trsed 

which is a title of the Devil. So the righteousness of Jesus 

demanded that his soul slioulrl he cleared of this ugly spot, so 
the next })ropl1et that came aft.er h1m, being 1nspired by God, 
cleared him of this stain. But the mere announcement that 
Jesus was not accmsecl W3.s not suffieient. The Jews said, to 

quote the words of the Holy Qurnn, ''\Ve h:we killed the Messiah, 

Jesus, Son of l\Iary, the A post le of God," met1ning that the very 

fact that they bad succeeded in killing him by hanging him on 

the cross was 8. snfficient evidence to show tlrnt he was not a 

true apostle of God, for ii: hn had been such, he should uot have 

died the accmsed death of the cross. .And if they hn,d roa.lly 

killed him by hanging him on the cross, there could be no doubt 

as to the truth of their inference that he, having met with an 

accursed death and having con.::;equently desceudecl into hell, 

could not have been the true Messiah. 'l1he \Vord. of God aa.ve 
0 

.its verdict iu favour of the Jews, for it said, "He tlmt is hanged 
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on a tree is accursed of God,'' or to follow another reading, "is 
the curse of God." (Deut. xxi, 23.J So great was this curse that 
God commanded Moses, saying, "His body shall not remain all 
night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that 
day, that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thed for inheritance." That every one that was hanged 
on a tree became accursed of God was even admitted by the 
Christians. Paul in his epistle to the Galatians says, "Christ 

hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a 
curse for us for it is writtdn, cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree.'' (Galatians, iii, 13). Thus it is apparent that if 
the Jews killed Jesus by hanging him on the cross, he was 
accursed of God. But the Holy Quran says he was not accursed, 
which means that it denies the death of Jesus on the cross. 
But the event of the cross is believed to be an historical 
event, and no body will take as true a statement which contains 
a denial of an established fact. Both the Jews and the Chris• 
tians say that J csus was tried and hung on the cross. Who 
will then believe a book, which coming 600 years after Jesus 
says that it was not so? But does the Holy Quran say that 
Jesus was not tried and lrnng on the cross? It docs not. It 
does not deny the trial of Jesus, his being dragged to the cross 
and evon his being nailecl to it. Not denying these facts, it still 
denies t,hat Jesus was killed by being hung on the cross and was 
consequently cursed. And it does not merely deny his death 
on the cross, but gives an undeniable proof of the truth of its 
asseruion. It has been a.ss"rted that according to the Holy 
Quran it was not Jesus that was hung on the cross, but that 
another man was made to appear like him and was crucified in 

his place, This foolish story is nowhere to be found in the 
Holy Quran. '\Vhat the Holy Quran says about the event of 
crucifixion will become apparent from the following verse :-

In Surah, iii, 47, 48, we find it written :-

~ 6.lJ J J t; ~ I ~ i' tJ 1 j.:Q;. t\U 1 , #J.J 1 .f to., 1 J ;''° .:; 
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J _, Jil( 1.:1l J.) l 1.:1,. J Jvh.-o _, ,.) l J_,.; l J _, J~; fl'° J 1 
i.e., "And the Jews plotted, and God plotted: But of 

those who plot is God the best. Remember when God 
said, '0 Jesus l verily I will cause thee to die a natural death, 

and will raise thee to Myself and purify thee from those who 
believe not'.'' 'l1he plots of the J ows referred to in the above 
verse were their plots to have him crucified. He claimed to be 
the Promised Messiah and was making some converts among 
the Jews. The Jewish priests were bitterly opposed to him 
and denounced him as a liar. Their greatest concern was to 
prevt'nt the people from believing in him. They tried many 

means to achieve their end, but all their attempts proved 

fruitless. At last, they bethought themselves of a plan, which, 
if successful, was not only to rid thern once for all of the new 
claimant, whom they hated with aH their hearta, but was also 
to demonstrate the falsehood of his claims as effectually as thev 
conld desire. 'l'his plan was to bring him in the clutches of th~ 
law and have him crucified as a rebel. Once crucified, he could 

easily be proved to be an impostor. The Word of God revealed 
to Moses said that every one that was hanged on a tree was the 

curse of God and that the body of such a person if allowed to 

lie on the ground even for one uight defiled the whole land. 
Such a person could not be a prophet of God. An accursed 
.nan whose body defiled everything which came in contact with 
it could not be the .Messiah promised to the Jews. So this 

plan appeared to the Jews to be the best and they began 
to plot against Jesus with a view to have him hanged on 

the accursed tree. But the Holy Quran says, '~The Jews 
plotted and God plotted, but of them that plot God is the 

best.'' The verse means that the Jews conspired against 

Jesus to make him die an accursed death so that the people 
might take him for an impostor, but God frustrated their 
fiendish designs and saved him from the accursed death of 

the croas. How God frustrated their machinationa may be seen 
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even from the Gospels, Lut I will epeak of it hereafter. The 
next verse speaks of the promise which God made to Jesus to 
deliver him from his enemies. It says :-"Remember when 
God said, 0 J csus, verily I will cause thee to die a natural death, 
and will raise thee to myself and purify thee from those who 
believe not." Every part of the above verse requires au 

explanation. The word which has been translated to mean 
'will cause thee to die a natural death' is m,utawaffika. When 
this verb is used with God as subject and a living being as object, 
it invariably means to t,tke the soul or cause to die. It is used 

to denote na.tural death. So when God said to Jesus, '0 Jesus, 
I will cause thefl to die (a natural death)', He meant that He 
would not allow him to be put to death by his enemies. The 
Jews were plotting to put him to an accursed death, but God 
gave him the cheering promise that he would not be killed, but 

that he would die a natural death. Jesus did not fear death, 
but he feared an accureed deaLh. He believed in the Word of 

God revealed to Moses; he had read tbe I>entateuch and he vras 

aware that according to the Word of God, every one that was 
p1..tt to <len.t,h by being hnng on a tree became the curse of God, 
eo much so that if his body lay unburied for one night, it defiled 
the whole land. So nothing was more dreadful to him than 
the accursed death of the cross. If he died the ignominious 

death of the cross, not only was he to be regarded as an accursed 
man, but he was to descend direct into the hell. His soul was 

not to soar towards God like the soul of a righteous man, but 
it was to descend into the abode of the wicked. So God informed 
him not only that he would die a natural death, but that his 
soul would not descend into hell as the souls of the accursed 
ones did, but that it would soar towards God like the souls of the 
elect. God said, ''0 Jesus, I will cause thee to die (a natural 
death) and will raise thee to myself," ,i.e., thy soul shall not 

become cursed by the accursed death of the cross and defJeend 
into hell, but ib will rise towards God, as do the souls of al1 
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righbeous men. The words, will raise thee to Myself, do not refer 
to the supposed bodily ascent of Jesus towards heaven. This 
rising, according to the verse quoted above, was to take place 
after death and therefore, it was not the rising of the body, but 
of the soul. God did not say, 0 Jesus, I will cause thee to die, 
then restore life to thee and raise thee to Myself. The rising 
followed doath, so that it was the rising of the soul. This pro
mise contained the assurance that he was not to die the death of 
the accursed whose souls deseuncled into hell, but that he would 

dio the death of the righteous and his soul ,vould 1·isc t-0 God. 

Of the wicked, God elsewhere says, t~ 4 1 :,! d 1.:1~· J.J J i:; l 

~ f:.. ~!. iJ-' _Jl.-J l Y 1 J! J r~ ,e_1iu .» ~.i..c J _, J~ 1 _, 
i...s j~' ~ d _, k l~ J r.... 1 _ _,; J-ui'J J i!. JA. ~~ 1 
(o• u l;.: }) 1.:1~,. ft.J J ''Verily, they who charge our signs 
with falsehood and turn away from them in pride, heaven's 
gates shall not be opened to them, nor shall they enter paradise 
until the camel passeth through the eye of the needle : and 
after this sort will We recompense the evil-doers.'' (vii, 38). 
This verse shows that the souls of the wicked did not rise to 
heaven, for its gates were not opened to them. Of the righteous, 
God says, ''And verily, for the God-fearing is a goodly retreat; 
gardens of Eden-its portals opened to them." (.xxxviii, 49-50). 
In short, the rising to heaven spoken of in the verse in 
question was the rising of the soul after death and not of the 
body of Jesus, and the promise of God that He would raise him 
to Himself after causing him to die a natural death meant that 
He would deliver him from the accursed death of the cross and 
its dire consequences. Both Christians and Jews hold that 
Jesus, being killed on the cross, became accursed and dc.scended 
into hell, but God told Jesus that He would defeat all the 
designs of his enemies, make him die a nat;ural death and then 
1·ai8c him to Himself rather than cause him to de8ccnd into hell 
like one accuriaed. The next promise which God ma.de to J csus 
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was that 'He would purify him from those who believe not.' 
That p1irification was to take place after Jesus had died and his 
soul had risen to God. What is meant by this purification may 
be gathered from what has gone before. It referred to the 

plotting of the Jews. Their aim was to stigmatise Jesus as one 
n.ccursod, but God's aim was to defeat their designs and deliver 
him from the accursed death. But the question is, if God caused 

him to die a natural death and raised his soul towards Himself, 
what need was there to 'purify him from those that believe not.' 

Pnrification implies that there was a stigma which required to 
be effaced. If there was no stain, no washing was needed. 
The promise of God that H~ would purify him from those that 
believe not meant 1,hat the unbelievers were to brand him 

with a stigma, which God promised to efface by means of a 
future revelation. But the unbelievers could not stigmatise 
him, if they had failed to lay hands on him. If the escape of 

Jesus hai!. been as clear as daylight, they could have brought 
no charge against him, and there would have been no need for 
the purification of which the verse quoted above speaks. The 
stain which God promised to remove was clearly the stain of 
oursc. It was to assure Jesus that he would not be subjected 
to curse that God told him beforehand that he would be made 
to die a n:;.tural death and that his soul would be raised to God 
li~e the souls of the righteous, and it was from the stain of curse 
that God promised to purify him. The last promise, however, 
shows that the whole matter was enveloped in obscurity, for if 
the people had known it for certain that he had not died the 

accursed death of the cross, but that he had died a natural 
death, no man would have ever thoughv of bringing against him 
the charge of cursedne&s. The promise of purification 
immediately following the promise that he would be made to 
die a. uatural <leath and raised to God like all righteous men 
showed that the deliverance from the accursed death of the 

cross was not to take place in a manner as to leave no room for 
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the unbelievers to represent him as accursed. He was to be 
delivered from the hands of his enemies, but in such a 
mysterious way as to afford them ~n occasion for scandal. 

Another passage of the Holy Quran tells us the way in which 

the deliverance took place. It runs as follows-

• )u:; t..o _, 4-.LJ J J )M; J t~ ;'° 1.:/~ J i....s-!:l! ,e!:-.. J 1 l.U:G lj J r•J ·i _, 
.\.i.,. J.~ i....silJ &!:; 1 _,.illl.;. J 1.:1~ JJ J i:.1 1 _, itJ 6~~ \:I.CJ_, , ,~1.,., ~ _, 

,11 1 6-,t; J J~ u~ii~. • )1:n t ... .., 1.:11;J 1 c 4:; , » 1 r1.c \:I,. 6.? r•' t ... 

(r r • 1l-j) l .. ~~ ) j!: jl! l}.lJ ) I..) !)' j 6.!;J J 

''(We have cursed the Jews) for their sa,ying, ~verily we 

have slain the Messiah, Jesus the Son of Mary, the apostle of 
God'. Yet they slew him not, and they crucified him not, (i.e., 
did not kill him by hanging him on the cross), but he was made 

to appear to them like one slain and crucified. And verily they 
who differed about him were in doubt concerning him. No 

suri~ knowledge have they about it, but follow only a surmise, 
and they did not slay him certainly (i.e., they did not make sure 

of his death), but God raised him towards Himself, and God 
is Mighty, Wise!" (iv, 156). 'l111ese verses state in clear words 
the true facts regarding the event of crucifixion. Firstly, there 

is the assertion of the Jews that they had slain ''the Messiah, 
Jesus the son of Mary, the apostle of God." Did they really 

believe ,Tesus to be all apostle of God and the Messiah? No, 
they did not. 1tVhen they ,:mid, they had slain the Messiah, Jesus, 
the son of Mary, an apostle of God, they meant that he was not 

the Messiah, and that he was not a true apostle of God, for if 
he had been such, he would not have suffered the ignominious 
death, which according to the Word of God could be the fate 
of an accursed person only. God acquits Jesus of this charge by 
saying that they had non slain or crucified him. But the 

question arises, if Jesus was not crucified, is the whole story of 

crucifixion a mere myth? The answer to this question is that 
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it is nob a. myth, and that on the other hand, the story as related 
in the Gospels only supports the passage quoted above from the 

Holy Quran. The Holy Quran does not deny that Jesus wa.s 

arrested, tried and at last nailed to the cross. The word ~1..o 
in the Quranic verse a ~~Lo l,.o _, (and they crucified him not) 

means 'to kill a person by hanging him on the cross' and hence 
it is the death of Jesus on the cross and not his being suspended 
on it that the Holy Quran denies. The next verse shows that 

he was hung on the cross b11t that he did not die on it. It says, 
•·but he was made to them like one killed ancl cruc,ifie(l.' 1 rrhis 

means that Jesus did not die on the cross, but that he looked 
like one who had been killed and crucified. \\Then he wa-, 

taken down from the cross, he was not in a state of consciousness, 

::rnd appeared to be dead. This verse lias been mistranslated 
as 'hut another person was made to appear to them like him' 
and it has been said that it was not Jesus that was nailed to the 
cross, but that another man whom God caused to look like 

Jesus was crucified in his place, This man, it is ,said, was 

mistaken by the Jews for Jesus, and having been arrested, 
was nailed to the cross and put to the acc.urscd death. That 
this interpretation is wrong may be easily seen from the fact 
that in the verses quoted above, there is no mention of any 
person other than Jesus. 'l'he word J.~~ in the verso in 
question literally means ·was caused to appear like .. . 

Now the question is, who was caused to appear like .... ? or 

in other words, what is the subject of the verb &~..::: ? 
Anybody who is acgnn.inted even with the rudiments of Arabic 
Grammar will see that it was Jesus, who is spoken of in the 

previous verses, that was caused to appear like • . . . , and the 
subject of the verb is a pronoun which refers to Jesus. The 
next question is, like what was Jesus made to appear. The 
coutext shows that he was made to appear like one that is killed 
and crucified. God says, They slew him not and they crucified 

him not, but (he) was made to appear like one killed and 
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crucifiecl." The verses contain no mention of any person other 
than Jesus and nothing is more unreasonable than to say that 

another person was caused to have the appearance of Jesus, 
when not only that other person is not so much as mentioned 

in the passage, but grammatically the subject of the verb was 
ea1lscd to appear is a pronoun which refers to Jesus. The truth 
is that the whole story has been borrowed from some of the 
Christian writers who believed that it was not Jesus who was 

crncified, but that another man was hanged in his place. The 
verses that follow also support the natural interpretation given 

above. "And verily they who differed abont him were in doubt 
concerning him; no sure knowledge have they about it but 

follow only a surmise. And they did not slay him in a sure 
way ('i.e., they did not make sure of his death).'' These verses 

mean that though both the Christians and the Jews assert that 
Jesus was crucified, i.e., he was put to death by being hung 
on the cross, yet this assertion of theirs does not stand on a 

sure basis, that even at the time of crucifixion, men were in 
doubt as to whether he had really died, and that the executioners 

bad not made sure of his death as they did in the case of other 
culprits. 'firns according to the Holy Quran, God delivered 
J csus from the accursed death of the cross, not by causing an 

innocent person to look like him and permitting him to be 
crucified in his place, but by causing him to appear to his 

persecutors like one killed and crucified. Jesus, when taken 
down from the cross, was not, according to the Holy Qumn, in 
a state of consciousness. Oo the other hand he looked like a 
dead person, so that he was mistaken for dead. Yet such were 
the circumstances that the minds of the p0ople were not free from 
doubt as to his death and many feared that he had not really 
died. But fortunately for Jesus, no body took the precaution of 
making his death sure, and thus the holy servant of God escaped 
the accursed death and the promise which God had made to him 

beforehand was fulfilled. Yet,it was fulfilled in a way that though 
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he escap1:;d the accursed death, he did not escape the slanderous 

tongue of his enemies. His escape being shrouded in mystery, 
he was given out as having died an accursed death and it was 
notJ until the Holy Quran was revealed that the stain of curse 
was removed from his holy name. Though the Jews were in 
doubt as to his death, and many of those that had witnessed 
tho crucifixion feared that he had not really died, yet these 

misgivings were not given vent to in public. They would not 

express their fears publicly, for it was not consistent with their 

interests to do so. Their object in bringing him to the gallows 
was to show to the masses that he was not a true prophet, for 
according to the Word of God every one that was hanged on a 
tree was accursed of God. So, in spite of their doubts, they 
continued to say that the pretender of Nazareth had borne 
testimony to his falsehood by dying a death which, according to 
the ·\,Vord of God, eould be the lot only of those that were 

accursed. These men could not tell the truth, for to reveal 

the truth was prejudicial to their intere::ts. If they had 

told the people that though they had tried their best to kill 
Jesus, yet God had delivered him from t,heir hands, that would 
have been an evidence in his favour, but the Jews were the lasu 
men to bear a favourable testimony. Even Jesus did l!Ot deem 

it expedient to make his escape known to all. A.fter leaving 
the sepulchre, he met only his disciples and that in secret. 
He had undergone a regular trial in a court of law and had been 
s•~ntenced to death, and if it had become public that he had 
escaped death, the Jews would have surely laid hold of him and 

the scene of crucifixion would have been re-acted. The disciples 
also did not tell the people the whole truth and the assertion 
of the Jews that they had killed Jesus does not seem to have 
been openly contradicted. Thus, though ·Jesus escaped the 
the accursed death of the cross, yet the escape was so narrow 
and so hi<lden from public gaze that he con.Id not escape the 

charge that he bad become accursed by giving up his ghost on 
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the accursed tree, and so it became necessary that a. new 
revelation should descend from heaven to purify him from this 
ugly stain. 'rhat revelation descended on the Holy Prophet 

(may peace and the blessings of God be upou him} ~nd it 
acquitted Jesus of the charge of cursedness by declaring that 

the Prophet of Naz::i.reth escaped the accursed death; and the 

evidence which it gave in support of its declaration is so 
incontrovertible that neither the Jews nor the Christians can 
deny it. truth. r:ro all that the Holy Quran states with regard 

to J0sns, the Gospels bear an unmistakable testimony. 

'rhe more a person reads the account of crucifixion given 

in the four Gospels, the more he is convinced of the truth of tb o 
Qurauic statement that Jesus di<l. not die on the cross but that 
he was reduced to a state which was mistaken for death. 

Firstly, the most important evidence of the Gospels in 
favour of the Quranic statement that Jesus had not died but 
that he appeared to be like one dead lies in the fact that he 
remained on the cross ouly for t.hroe hours. 'l'he custom was 
to keep the criminals nailed to the cross for three days, and 
even this period did not in many cases suffice to kill them. 
But fortunately for Jesus the day on which he was suspended 
on the cross was the parasccve of the pasch, i.e., the day before 

the paschal Sabbath, and it was necesbary that· he should have 
been taken down before it was evening. It was thm; only for 
three hours that Jesus remained on the cross and it is highly 
imprnbable that he should have died in so short a time. Indeed, 
we are told by the Gospel writers that he, having cried out in 

a loud voice, gave up the ghost on the cross, But what was 
ta.ken for death might only be a swoon. 

Secondly, that three hours' suspension on the cross was not 

sufficient to kill a man is also apparent from the amazement 

cxpres1Sed by Pilate at the news that Jesus had died. When 
Joseph of Arimathea weot in to Pilate and begged the body of 



1010.) TttE DlVIN'E OBIGIN OJ TJl'.m BO:t.r QUBAN. Jl'. 238 

Jesus, Pi late wondered that he should be already dead, and 

eending for the centurion, he asked him whether Jesus had 
already died. The wonder expressed by a man of Pilate's 
experience is a strong evidence of the fact that the small space 

of time for which Jesus remained on the cross was far from 
sufficient to kill him. Pi late did not expect that Jesus would 
die in so short a time, and whose opinion could be more weighty 
in such matters than that of Pilate ? But neither Pilate nor the 
centurion wished to see Jesus dead and therefore they were the 
last men to make sure of his death. On the other hand, judging 
from the words which they are reported to have uttered concern
ing him, there is every reason to believe that they must have 
done all that lay in their power to save him. If they took any 
part in the crucifixion of Jesus, it was sorely again-,t their will, and 

therefore if he could escape death through their connivance, or by 
any other means in their power, nothing could be more pleasant 
to them. The account of the trial of Jesus in the cou,t of Pilate 
shows how desirous he was to see Jesus delivered from the 

hands of the Jews. He, again and again, told the Jews that he 
found no cause in him. He saw that Jesus was innocent and 
that the Jews wished to have him crucified merely through 
enmity. Besides, while he was sitting in the place of judgment, 
his wife sent to him, saying, Have tholl nothing to do with 
that just man, becamm I have suffered many things this day in a 
dream becam;e of him. ~""or these roasons, the Governor heartily 
wished to release Jesus. And he tried many means. But' the 
Jews were clamorous and mado great tumult. ''Crucify l1im, 
crucify him,'' they cried with one voice. Hlf thou release this 
man, thou art not Caesar's friend. For whosoever maketh 
himself a king, speaketh against Caesar.'' The Governor, at 
la.et, bethought himself of another plan. Upon the solemn day, 
he was accustomed to relase to the people one prisoner, whom 
they would. He s~id to the people, Whom will you than I 

relaie to you, Ba.rabbas, the robber, or Jesua that is oalleq 
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Christ. But they said, Barabbas. When Pilate asked them, 
nwhat shall I do then with Jesus,'' they all said, "Let him 
be crucified.'' And when the governor said to them, "Why, 
what evil bath he done," they cried out the more saying, ''Let 
him he crucified. His blood be upon us and upon our children." 
Though Pilato delivered Jesus to the Jews to be crucified, yet 
it is apparent that he would have willingly given secret or 
indirect help to Jesus, if his help could be of any use to him. 

'rhirdly, it appears that even the Jews were not sure that 
Jesus had really died. 'l'hey came to Pi late with the request 
that as the great sabbath had drawn nigh, and Jesus could no 
longer remain on the cross, he should be taken down, and his 
bones should be broken. The anxiety on the part of the Jews 
to see the bones of Jesus broken is an evidence of the fact 
that they were not sure of his death and that it was to 
make sure of his death that they waited on Pilate asking 
him to issue orders for the breaking of Jesus' bones. 
If Pi late found it hard to believe that Jesus had died so soon, 
the Jews too mnst have felt misgivings as to his death. These 
mis~i-vings do not seem to have quitted them even after Jesus 
was laid in the sepulchre, for we find them again approaching 
the governor with the request that soldiers should be posted 
to guard his sepulchre. But every succour could be given to 
Jesus in the sepulchre in spite of these soldiers, when the 
Governor was anxious to save him. They could even be used 
n,s tools to carry out the wishes of Pilato. That they were 
not punished for their having gone to sleep is a very significant 
fact. 

Fourthly, another evidence of the fact that Jesus was not 
dead, when he wa.s taken down from the cross, is furnished 
by the circumstance that the two thieves that were hanged 
along with him, one on his right and the other on his left, were 
found to be perfectly conscious when they were taken down 
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from their respective crosses. This shows that just as the two 
thieves who remained on the cross for the same amount of 
time for which Jesus remained, were alive when they were taken 
down, Jesus was also alive and that his supposed death was no 
more than a state of unconsciousness. 8ubsequect occurrences 
confirm this conclusion. 'rhe sight of the two living thieves 
must have augmented the suspicions of the Jews that he whom 
they had sought to crucify was not really dead. 

Fifthly, another very strong evidence of the escape of Jesus 

from the accursed death of the cross is furnished by the fact that 
the soldiers did not break the bones of ,Jesus, as they did those of 
the two thieves. As I have already said, the Jews besought Pilate 
that the legs of the two thieves and of Jesus might be broken, 
John, xix, 31. Really it was Jesus whose bones they wished 

to have broken in order to make snre of his death. As to the 
thieves, they cared not a bit. They had already caused a robber 
to be set free merely to put the life of Jesus to an accursed end; 
and they wo•Jld have even now been glad to let the thieves go, 
only if the bones of Jesus had been broken and thus hie death 
had been made certain. It was not to make sure of the death of 
the thieves, but of that of Jesus that they waited upon Pilate with 
their request, and their request was apparently granted. Soldiers 
were despatched to break the bones. Jesas had passed safely 
through one crisis. Thanks to the drawing ni~h of the sabbath, 
he was taken down from the cross on]y after he bad remained 
on it for three hours and had thus escaped the slow and painful 
death of the cross. Now another crisis awaited him. Soldiers 
were coming with their tools to break the bones. The same Jews 
that had compelled Pilate to give him over to bo crucified had 
now obtained the sanction of the governor for the breaking of 
bones, This they had done tu make sure of his death. But 

to quote the Holy Quran, the Jews plotted, and God plotted; 
verily of those that plot God is the best. The soldiers came~ 
says John, &Ud they broke the legs of the first, and of the other 
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that was crucified with Jesus. But after they were come to Jesus, 
when they saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. Thus Jesus passed safely even through the second crisis. 
The Holy Quran says, that Jesus was made to appear to them 
like one dead. It was that apparenii death which saved Jesus 
from real death. His bones were not broken because he appeared 
to have been already dead. Thus was fulfilled the promise of 
the Lord made to Jesus that He would deliver him from his 
enemies and cause him to die a natural death. but that 
doliverance was to be brought about by cmbtle means. The 
Jews were to plot, and God was to plot, aud the plots of the J ewa 
wero to be defeated by the counter plots of God. rl'he word 
'plot' implied that God was t,o deliver Jesus by subtle means. 
It also appears that the soldiers had received secret instructions 
from Pilate to give Jesus every chan~e of life. From the 
Gospels it also appears that both the centurion and they that 

were with him looked upon Jesus as a just man. Vle are told 
that the centurion and the soldiers under him, watching Jesus, 
said 'Indeed this was a J·ust man.' So, even if they had , ' 
received no secret directions from the governor, they would have 
been only too glad to spare the life of such a holy person if they 
could. In whatever way we may account for the circumstance, 
it is a fact that the bones of Jesus were not broken. 'l'hus 
the Gospels bear testimony to the truth of the Quranic state
ment that they did not make sure of his death. If Jesus had 
risen after his death had been made sure by the breaking of 
the bones, then the boast of the Christians that he rose from 
the dead would have been well founded, but under the circum
stances, his rising, far from being a rising from the dead in the 
strict sense of the words, is only a further proof of the facb 
that he had been taken down from the cross alive and was laid in 
the sepulchre alive. I ask the Christians a question and beseech 

them to give a truthful reply to it. Pilate, we are told, could not 
believe th&t Jesus had died so soon. When be was approached by 
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a respectable gentleman with the request that the body of Jesus 

beg~ ven over to him, he was struck with anrnzement and asked 

wo:nderingly whether he had died so soon. Now I ask: Christians 

to tell me truly what do they think were the thoughts of Pilate 

when he learned that Jesus had left his sepulchre., even if we 
suppose that he rendered Jesus no secret assistance. Did he 

think as Christians tl-1ink to-day, that he had risen from the 

<lead or did he regard his original doubts as confirmedl He 
hatl already found it ha.rd to believe that he could have died 

HO soon. He knew that he was not, thanks to the clemency or 

the connivance of the soldiers in charge, subjected to th3 process 

of the breaking of the bones. He knew that his botly was 

given over to a friend of his who was sure to lavish care on him. 
Wb;'J.t did he think, then, in the or,inion of Christia.n gentlem,m, 
when he learned that he whom he could not believe to have 

been dead, whose death was not assured by the process of 

the breaking of bones, who was placed by a friend of his in a 

spacious sepulchre, was fonnd alive on the third day? Diel 

he think that he had died and had again risen from the dead, 
or tlrnt his original doubts were well founded and that he had 
not really died? Christian gentlemen ma,y not be disposed to 
give a candid answer to my interrogations. So I put this 
q ucstion to my readers iu geueral. 'J.1he true answer, they, I 

believe, would admit, is that Pilate di(i not regard Jesus as 

risen from the dead, but as brought back to consciousnci-s by the 
tender care which his sympat!~e~ic friends must have lavished 
on him. But if Pilate had wondered at the report of his death, 

there must have been many more that shared the wonder and 
doubted that he had really died. 

Sixthly, there was rtt least one gentleman besides Pilat e 

who, to say the loa:,t;, doubted that J esns had died. 'rhis was 
Joseph of .Arima.thea., a certain rich man, who was also himself 

a secret disciple of Jesus. Soon after Jesus wa.s taken down 

fr1:nn the cross, we find Joseph hurrying to the court of Pilate 
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and boldly going in to ask the body of Jesus. He saw ~- c-hance 
of life for his master, hence his anxiety to secure his body as soon 
as possible. Nothing could be more welcome to Pilate than to 
entrust the body of Jesus to a person who was a well-wisher of 
the great teacher, and so he readily acceded to his request and 

tlrn body was ordered to be given over to him. This was one 
of the 'plots, of God to deliver His righteous servant from the 

lrn.nds of11is enemies. H the bo<ly of Jesus hn.d been given 

to the priests and the pharisees, they would have first made 

sure of his death by breaking his bones or by other means, and 

then buried him under earth. If J csus had even 1,hcn risen 

from the grave, then indeed the Christians could have justly 
claimed for him a resurrection from the dead. But now it 

was placed in the charge of a friend who, shnring with Pilate 
and many others the doubt that Jesus wa::, not dead, must have 

lavished c1re on him to restore him to consciousness. Jesus 
being now in the chargs of friends could also receive secret 
succour from Pilato. The sepulchre in which he was placed was 

not like the ordinary tombs which we see in these days. It was 

like a small chamber, the entrance to which was closed by means 

of a huge stone. That it was sufficiently spacious may be 

gathered from the accounts given in the Gospels. Mark say1: 
that when Sabbath was past, three women, viz., Mary Magdalene 

and Mary, the mot,her of James, and Salome went early in the 
morning to the sepulchre of Jesus and finding the stone rolled 
away, they entered the sepulchre and saw a young man sitting 

on the right side, but J esns was not there. This account shows 
that the sepulchre could contain at least 4 men besides the body 

of a dead person. Thus the sepulchre in which Jesus was laid 

was sufficiently spacious and he could easily be tended there. 

Seventhly, John says that the bones of Jesus were not broken 

so that the scripture might be fulfilled, you shall not breah 
a bone of hi1n. If it is true that the scriptures contained 
a prophecy to that effect, we must also believe that that 
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I)rophecy had a purpose in it. The not breaking of the bones 
was not an unimportant omission. It meant a great thing. If 
Jesus had already died on the cross, it mattered little whether 
his bones were broken or not. But if he had not yet yielded up 
hi::; ghost, the breaking of the bones or the omission of the act 

was a matter of lifo and death to Jesus. And as a great import
ance is attached to this omission by the scriptures, it is apparent 
that it wa,s not ::i.u unimporta.nt omiJsion. It was this omission 
to which was duo the escape of Jesus from the accursed death, 

hence the importance attached to it in the scriptures. So the fact 

that this omission is mll.de the subject of a prophecy is another 

evidence of the fact that Jesus escaped the accursed death. 

Eighthly, John says that one of the soldiers pierced the sida 
of Jesus with a spear and immediately there flowed out blood 

and water. \Ve are not told how deep the wound was and 
roost probably John, who of all the Evangelistlil is the most prone 

to exaggeration and fabrication, has exaggerated it. But the 
immediate flow of blood is a very remarkable fact and it 
furnishes us with an unmistakable evidence of the fact that 

Jesus was alive, for the blood cann0t flow out of the dead. 

Ninthly, another passage of the New 11estament which 
speaks of the escape of Jesus from the cross is to be found in the 
epistle to the Hebrews. It runs thus-"Who {Jesus) in the days 
of his flesh, with a strong cry and tears, offering up prayers and 

supplications to him that was able to save him from death, was 
heard for his reverence." (v, 7). "\Ye are told here in plain 
words that the prayers of Jesus that the cup of the accursed 
death of the cross might bo turned from him was heard and he 
was saved from death. 

Tenthly, a prophecy of David in worth quoting hereo 
It clearly refers to Jesus and runs as follows-" All my enemies 

w hispercd together against me, they devised evils to me. They 
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determined a.gn.inst me an unjust sword: shall he that sleezwth 

1·isc no mo1·e ? " (P.sal rn 40). The word:,; in italics are very 
significant. They show that Jesus wa::i not dead. The condition 
to which he was reduced is likened to s1eep, in other words, it 

wa.s a condition resembling death, but ib wa.s not actual death 
and he ruse from it as a sleeping person rises from his sleep. 
In the same prophecy, we have t.hc words: ''My enemy shall 
uot rejoice over me." But if they had killed Jesns1 they had 

a good ground to rejoice. 

Eleventhly, t'w opinion that Jesus was not dead when he 
was laid in the sepulchre is confirmc<l by the circumstance that 

ho left his tomb before he had been there for one day and two 

nights. The Evangelists tell us that when on the third day 
ifory Magdaleno and two other ladies went to the tomb with 
spices to anoint the body of Jesus therewith, they found the 
stone rolled away and the sepulchre empty. 1l1hey saw there a 

person, (according to one Evangelist, two persons) who address
ing the women sajd, HHc is riso.n, ho is not hero, behold the 

place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples that he 
goeth before you into Galilee, there you shall see him.'' This 
rising is another evidence of the fact that Jesus was not 

dead. ·what will you think of a person who remained nailed 
to a cross, for about 3 hours, after which period he wa.s taken 
down. Some took him for dead, ot,hers doubted that he was 

dead. The body of this man was taken by a friend of his 
and laid in a sepulchre of the kind described above. Before 

one day and two nights had elapsed, that man was known to 

have left his sepulchre. He met his friends and showed them 

his wounds and partook of food. ,vm you think of this man as 
one who rose from the dead or as one who was not dead, but 
was mistaken as dead. l believe, every one of my readers will 

hold it as folly to say that that person had risen from the dead. 

1'he natura.l inference in such a case will be that the man was 
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not really dead. And whatever colonr the Gospel writers or 
later hands may have afterward8 given to the story, it is 

apparent that the rising of Jesus was not taken by the disciples as 
a rising from the dead, but as the rising of a man who was 
not really dead Consider the version of the story as given by 

the two disciples whom Jesus met on their way to Emmaus. 
'l,hey, speaking to tho disguised Jesus, sa.i<l •'Yea and certain 

women also of our company affrii:;-hted us, who before i~ was light 
were at the sepulchre, and not finding his body, came, saying, 

that they also had seen a vision of angds, who say that he is 
alive. Consider also the words of Mark who says. ''And they 
(the disciples) hearing that he was alive, and had been seen by 
her, did not believe.'' Mark the words lw ,is alive and he 'll'a8 

aJive. 'J'hese words always mean that the person is not or was not 
dead. rrhey are invariably applied to a person who has not yet 
tasted death, and not to a. person who is risen after he was dead. 
Mark a,lso the words of the angel addressed to Mary Magdalene 
and her companions. ~-vVhy seek ye the living with the dead.'' 

They also mean that Jesus was not dead. Give these words 
their natural interpretation and they show that Jesus had not 
yet tasted death. I think there can be no clearer proof than 
this that Jesus had not died on the cross. The -.atory is very 

simple and though the evangei.ists or the pious Christians of 
later times have worked hard to mix fiction with truth, yet the 

pure truth shines so brightly in the dark mass of fictitious 

matter that it requires no great skill to separate the truth from 
the falsehood. 

Much is made by the Christians of the words of Jesus in 
which he foretold his rising from the dead. Even if we suppose 

that the words ascribed to him are his actual words they hardly 
ahow that he was to be actually put to death. lt is often a 

great mistake to interpret the words of a prophecy too literally. 

He was reduced to a state which bore a strong resemblance to 

death and a prophet could with propriety describe it as death 
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ard could justly refer to the revival that ·followed as a r1smg 
from the dectd. Though actually there was no death, and no 
resurrection, yet analogy between the death-like condition of 
Jesus and actual dea.th was so close that it was by no means im
proper on the part of a prophet to speak of it as death. Whatever 
wo rn::i.y think of this prophecy, it shou Id not debar us from 
cx:.i.mioing critically the acttrnl event3 t,hat happened and drawing 
frum them the natural conclusions which they lead to. If the 
Christii\ns insist upon the above prophecy as a proof of his having 
bceu aetnally killed and of his rising from the dead., there is 
auoLlwr prophecy of JcHns which leadH oxacLly to tho opposite 

conclnsion. A wicked and adulterous generation, said Jesus, 
secketh after a sign: and a sign shall not be given it but the sign 
of Jonas, the Prophet. This sign Jesus, or more correctly God, 
showed to the J ows. The Jews had sought to kill Jesus, but 
God frustrated their designs. He was laid in a sepulchre, just as 
Jonas was devoured by the w bale. Jesus lived in the belly of 
the tomb just as Jonas had lived in the belly 0£ the fish, and he 
came out of it alive just as Jonas had come out alive from the 
belly of the whale. 11he reference to the sign of Jonas clearly 
indicated that just as Jonas went into the belly of the whale alive, 

romaincd there alive and came out of it alive, similarly Jesus 
was to be placed in the sepulchre alive, was to 1·emain there 

alive and was to come out of it alive. The sign of Jonas consisted 
in the fact that he had a narrow escape from death. He bad 
been swallowed by a fish and there was no hope of his life. Every 
one that saw him casb into the raging sea must have given 
him up as lost, and if the crew saw him being swallowed by 
the fish, they must have lost all hope of bis escape. Hence the 
sign lay in the fact that though he was given up as fost, yet 
he escaped death. God delivered him from the very jaws of' 
death. He did not raise him to life after he had been dead, 
but delivered him from death before he was actually dead. And 
if there was any analogy beLween the sign of Jonas and that of 

Jesus, wo must hold that God delivered Jesus from the hands 
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of his enemies before he was actua.lly dead. If Jesus was 
dead when 110 was placed in the tomb, and if he was dead when 
he was in Lhe tomb, thero is no analogy betwe~u his ,;::ase and 

that of Jonas, for there is no likeness between the dead and 

the livi:og. Jesus, being inspired by God, told the .Jews that 
ho w·,rnld show them no sign, save that of Prophet Jonas, and this 

promise meant timt when they woultl try to kill him, God would 

deliver him from dea.th, jnst a.s he had delivered Jonas from 

death, and this promise can be said to have been fulfilled only 
if we believe tha,t the designs of the Jews to kili him met with 

failnre and tha.t when he was given out as dead, he was not 
real! y dead. 

'l\velfthly, another undeniable proof of the fact that Jesus 
had not died on the cross is to be found in the words addressed 
by the angel at the sepulchre to Mary :Magdalen and her 
corn panions. ,, And going quickly, tell ye his disciples that he 
is risen : an<l. behold he will go before you into Galilee; there 
you shall see him.'' 'l'he word go in the foregoing quotation 
i,; important. 'J'his rueam; that Jesus, after leaving his sepulchre, 

wa.s to t.1•avel to Galilee an<l there see his discipels. ~£.lhus he 

was no new being; he ,vas the same mort.al Jesus who could not 
go from one place to another without h:wing to walk all the 

way. He was to travel as other morta,hi travelled. His was 

the very body which only two days before was nailed to the 
cross. He had. undergone no change, no transformation. He 
was in his flesh a.nd bones. He had begun no new career of 
celestial life, his present life was every whit the same life 
which he had lived before crucifixion. In i-hort there had 
been no new birth, no resurrect,ion. His present life was only 
a continuation 0£ the life which he had hitherto led. He was 

still living au earthly hfo. In other words, he had not tasted 

deat,h a.nd had experienced no rising from the dead. Why 
were his disciples requi1·ed to go to Galilee in order that they 
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might see him. \Vhy was not some rende~vous fixed upon at 

or near Jerusalem. 1'he plain answer to these questions is 

that he feared the Jews. If he stayed in Jerusalem or lingered 
in its vicinity, his presence might be discovered and ho might 

be again la.id hold of by the Jews and the 8Cntence of death 
which had been pa.ssc<l. on him, and which the Jews had befo:re 
failed to execute eff,_.c;tively, might be carried out to tbe fullest 

extent. This fear of his is also a clear proof of the fact that he 

had not yet tasted dc:Lth, for if he ha.cl once died and again 

risen throngh hiR di vine power, he ought not to have feared 

apprehension by the Jews. It i:- n )t improba,ble that Pi late also 

had a hand in the matter, and he directed Jefns to keep out of 
the ken of the Jews, and pass the remaining days of his life 

in concealment. It is appa,reut tluit Jesus was iu a hurry to 
leave the precincts of Jerus~dem. \,\Then be saw Mary 

Magdalen in the garden, he was disgu.ised as a gardener and 

as soon as a word was sent through her to his disciples to 

the effect that he was alive ·:md that he would go before them 

to Galilee, he left Jerusalem. He was so auxious to fly from 

J erusalern tha.t, as the Gospels tell us, he started on his journey 

to Galilee the very dn,y he left his sepnlchre. Ho was so afraid 

of the Jews! "And behold,'' says Luke, ''two of them (the 
disciples) went the same day to a town which was sixty furlongs 

from Jerusalem, named Emrna,ns. And they talked together of 
all the8c things which had happened. And it came to pass, 

that while they talked and reasoned with themselves, Jesus 

also drawing near, went with them." From this it appears 

that Jesus left Jerusalem the very day he met Mary Magdalen. 
'\Ve are told that the disciples could not recognise him, which 
shows that he Wl'l-S travelling incognito. Jesus went on 

travelling and talking with thern, without disclosing to them 

his identity, until they reached the town. ''And they drew 
nigh to the town, whither they were going: and be made as 

though ho would go further. 13ut thay constrained him, saying 
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stay with us, because it is towards evening, and the day is now 

far spent. And he went in with them." This town did not 

lie on the direct road to Galilee. He seems to have followed 

a circuitous road to his native country as another precaution 

against apprehension by the Jews. The word before in the 
passage quoted above is another word requiring particuln.r notice. 

Ilc was to go to Galilee before his disciples 'fhis meant that 

he was to start immediately. He was in such hurry that 

he could not even wait till his disciples heard the news and 

prepared for departure. It was hazardous to linger at Jerusalem 

any longer. Every moment addei to the danger. So he was 
content with merely sending a word to his disciples and without 

waiting for them to join him, he started on his journey home, 

taking a circuitous route. Such hurry aud such precautions 
can be account,ed for only by the fact that he had had a narro\V 

escape from the accursed death of the cross and was anxious 

to quit the place before the Jews should be aware of his 

escape. 

Thirteeut,hly, even his visits to his disciples were secret. 

Ho did not live with them for any considerable time. He 
8a.w them at lonely places and when they were alone, sitting with 

the doors of their chambers ::,;hut. Matthew says, '-And the 

cloven disciples wont into Galilee, unto the mountain where 

Jesus had appointed them, and seeing him they adored, but 

some doubted." (28: IG, 17), John tells us that he once met 

his disciples by the seaside. '11he anthor of the Acts says, he 

lingered in his native land for 40 days after the event of 
crucifixion, appearing to them occasionally in out of the way 
and soli t,a.ry pla,r,es. His la,st meeting with his disciples also took 
phce a,t; the foot of a mountain, where h<.! ha.de them his last 
far<:WPII. 'l'ho secrecy which he olx;crved in n!eet,ing his 

followers was another precaution which he took against appre

hension by the J ows. But it was not safe for him to stay long 
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in his native land, so he had to leave it and go to an other 

country. \Vhich that country was, I will let the reader know 
presently. In the meanwhile, I will mention two or three 
more evidonees of his ecape from the cross. 

Fourteentbly, a:ioter evidence of the fact that there wn.s no 

resurrection, and no rising from the dead, but only a 
revival after a state which resembled clon.th is furniwhcd by 
the way in whieh Jesus convinced his doubting disciples that 
wha.t they sa.w before them was no spirit, no unearthly, un

natural or non-natural being, but ~Ln earthly being in flesh and 
bones. Mark says:-"" And thi}y heo.ring that he was ali-ve, 
and had been seen by her (r.tfary Magda.lone), dicl not believe. 
(L<=it the rejl,der note the significa.nca of the words italicised. 
·when we sa,y of a person, he is :dive, we d.o not mean that he 

is risen from the dead, but that he wa,s never <load). Luke tells 
us that when the disciples heard that Jesus was alive, "these 
words seemed to them as idle ta.les. ,, (2,1 : 11 ). This was 

because they could not believe the report of his being alive 
when they had heard that he had been killed. Poor fellows ! 
they had all fled in terror when Jesus was arrested. To them 

he was dead before he was even m1iled to the cross. Besides 
they had heard the report that he had been hanged, and if 
John tells the truth, one of them had even seen him hanging on 

the cross. 'rhey had also been told that he had been bid in a 

grave and a huge stone had been rolled to the mouth of the 

sepulchre. To thorn, therdoro, J csns was dead as surely as 
two and two make four, and therefore when they heard that he 

waa uot doud, but ali vc, their m;Lonishment was indescribable. 

Sume of them mn.de bold even to run to the sepulchre to pry 
into it and to see for themselves whether the report told the 
truth. Their feelings were like those of a rnan who knows that 
such and such a person had died, that he had been wrapped in 

a winding sheet and laid in a grave, and a few days after hears 

that that person is not dead but alive. Hence when ,Jesus met 
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t"!.:.cm in private, many of them supposed that he was notl a 
corporeal being but a spirit. But Jesus removod their doubts 
by saying ''See my bands and feet, that it is I myself; handle 
and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones.'' (Luke, 24: 39), 
John says that when the disciples were gathered together in a 
house and the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood in the midst, 

ancl said to them, Peace be to you, and the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. Now '11homas, one of the twcl ve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 'I1he other disciples therefore 
said to him, \V c have seen the Lord. But he said to them : 
Bxcept I shall sec in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hands into his 
side, I will not believe. And when Jesus again paid a secret 
visit to his disciples after eight days, he said to Thomas, ''Put 
in thy finger hither, and see my hands; and bring hither thy 
hand and put it into my side." (John, 20: 27). Now what was 
the object of the visits of Jesus to his disciples? Gou. had de
livered him from the accursed death and he was anxious to make 
tho fa.et known to them, so that they might know that he had 
not died an accursed death. I have shown already that the death 
of the cross, according to the word of God revealed to Moses, 

could not be the fate of a true prophet. Hence if the disciples 
had continued. to be ignorant of his escape from that accursed 
death, their faith in his truth might be shaken. Be had already 
witnessed the weakness of their faith in their taking to their 
heels when he was arrested. So he was anxious to preserve 

their faith from ruin. He showed them his hands and feet and 
asked them to handle him. He also asked them to put their 
fingers into the prints of the nails. He did all this in order 
to satisfy them that he had escaped the accursed death of the 
cross. His was no astral or ethereal body, but a corporeal one. 

It was the same body that had been nailed to the cross. Ib was 
clear that it lrnd undergone no metamorphosis. We are told 
that the disciple:3 were glad to see him. vVhy were they glad? 
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Because he was delivered from tho hands of thoso that sought 

to kill him. 'l1liey were gl.td that he whom they had given up 

as dead had turned out to be alivo. 'rliey had first hea.rd from 
Mary Magdalene that, to quote the words of the Gospels, ''he 

was ali vo a.nd had been seen by hor," but they did not bclicvo 

tha.t he wa.s alive until they saw and handled him. The fact 

that ho asked his disciples to handle him in order to convince 

them Lbat ho was no spirit but an eu.rLhly being with flesh and 

bones belies the Hnpornatural details that have been introduced 

into the account of tho post-crucifixion appearances of Jesus. 

It is said, for in_,tancc, that after leaving the 8epulchrc he could 

appear among his disciples while the latter sat together with 

doors shut. Similarly it is r:mid that he vanished out of sight 
whon he so willed. If he could appear and disappear at once 

in the manner described in the Gospels, he was ertainly a spirit 
and not an earthly being, which he tried to prove himself to be 
by asking them to handle his person and to put their fingers 

in to the prints of the nails. Hence, if it is true that he asked 

his doubting disciples to handle his body so that they might 

know that he was not a spirit, but that his body was made of 

fiesh and bones and that it was the very body that had been 

nailed to the cross, we must reject as false the supernatural 

element in the Evangelists' account of his post-crucifixion 
appearances. 

By the way, one can not help wondering at the fear dis• 

played by the eleven. They had been told that Jesus had been 

crucified and laid in the sepulchre. He whom the Jews had 

sought to kill had been put t.o death, so said the report. Now 

all was fiuished. 'I1he Jews were supposed to have achieved 

their end. Yet fear had laid such a firm hold on the poor eleven 

that they were afraid to come out of doors. Perhaps they feared 

that the Jows would arrest and crucify every one of them a3 

they iad crucified Jesus. ,vomcn o.rc reputed timid, compared 
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with men. But the eleven proved t,hcmselves to be timider 

even than the women. They were so afraid of the Jews 
that none of them dared to approach the i:;cpulchre of their 

beloved master> bnt the women that were with them prepared 
sweet spices for J esns and went to his sepulchre to anoint his 

body therewith. And if it had not been for thc,;;o women, Jesus 
would proba,bly have fonnd no means of communicating to his 

'brethren' the gbd news tlrn,t he was not dead but alive and 

would not have been able to scn(l them a word to the effect 

that he would go before them to Galilee and sec them there. 

1!1 iftecnthly, another proof-which appears to me to be 
the most convincing of all-of the escape of Jesus from the cross, 
is to be found in the fact that even after crucifixion he was as 
subject to hunger ·as before it, ate the same kind of food which 

he n.tc before he was suspended on the cross, and in the same 
manner in which we poor mortals take our daily meal. Luke 
says that when Jesus visited his disciples while the latter 

were gathered together in a house with doors shut for fear of 
the Jews, he said to them, •·Have you here anything to eat?'' 
'.rhey offered him a piece of broiled fish, and a honeycomb, and 
ho ate before their eyes. (Luke, xxiv, 41-42). Again, John 
says that when certa.in of his disciples had gone a fishing on the 

sea of Tiberias1 Jesus also went there. This time also he seems 
to have been disguised, for we are told that when he stood on 

the shore, his disciples that were in a ship could not recognise 

him. He also seems to have been very hungry, for the first 

thing which he said was •'Children, have you any meat?'' Thus 
from the Gospels it appears that even after crucifixion Jesus 
hungered and a.te like ordinary mortals, and if he ate the 
tmmc kind of food which we oa,t and in the same way in which 

we take our food, he must have digested it as we digest it, and 
muot have been as subject to other laws of nature as we are 

Is it not then foolish to say that he who ate his food like us 
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and digested it like us, and was imbjcct to other laws to which 

every being that eats and drinks is subject was not an earthly 

being like us but a being different from other mortals. 

In fine, there are very strong reasons to believe that Jesus 
did not dio on the croRs, tha,t strictly speaking there was no 
rising- from the dead aud that the life which J csus is known to 

have led al'Le1· t,hc event of crucilii:.ion and which m every 

rmipect, was like tho life of other mortals, was n0 new life, but 

only a continnation of the life which be had led before he was 
apprehcntlcd by the Jews to be crucified. 

I have dwelt at length on the evidence which the incidents 
recorded in the Gospels bear to the truth of every statement 
which the Holy Quran makes with reference to the escape of 
Jesus from the accur:,ed death of the cros,. I have already 
quoted the passago of the Holy Quran which states how God 
ddivered Jesus from the accursed death. It states that Jesus 

was made to appear to the Jews like one that is killed, that they 
had no certain kuowledgc of the fact that Jesus was actually 
killed and that they only follow a doubt. Now the reader has 

seen how true arc these statements of the Holy Quran. Each one 

of these statements is borne out hy what we read of the crud~ 
fix.ion of Jesus in the Gospels. And it is clear t,hat the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) did 

not borrow this passage either from the Jews or from the 
Christians, for it contains a forcible refutation of what both 
these peoples taught. If the Jews and the Christians had been 

his source of information, he would have taken as correct what 

was held as a.n established fact, not only by the Jews, but also 
by the Christia.us. The facts revealed in the passage already 
quoted could be revealed to him only by God. Hence the 
passage far from being an evidence of the fact that the Holy 
l'rophet (may peace a.ud the blessings of God be upon him) 

bonowed his tcacbing6 from the Christians and the Jews, as 
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Rev. 'risdall inforrns us, is a strong proof of the fact that the 

Holy Quran is a revelation from Go<l, for it brings to light 

truths which had been hidden from the world for ages and which 
the Holy Prophet had no means of discovering unless they had 

been revealed to him by God. The story that Jesus had been 
put to death by the J·ow::, Wl.LS a great error which lrnd remained 

unchallenged for many centuries and it was not unt,il the Holy 
Qnr::m wns revealed that this error wns publicly and folly ex

posed. ~rho truth lay buried under deep layer:, of veils that had 

been accurnu1ating on it for many centuries and the Holy Quran 

was the first book which, having romovcd all the veils, disclosed 

the real truth to the world. But the woncler is that Rev. 'l1isdall 

refers to this passage as one of t,he passages of the Holy Quran 

which the Holy Prophet (ma.y p,3::i.ce and the blessings of God 
he upon him) borrowed from t,he Christians of Arabia,. 'The 

pac;sn.~e which m:i,de such a ,vondcrful disclosure-a disclosure 

which cut at the very root of tho Christian faith and which at 
the same time refuted the chief argument which the ,Jews 

ad va.nced to show that Jesus was an impostor-the passage 

which made snch a disclosure could not havo been borrowed 

either from the Jews or from the Chri:;;Lia.ns of the time of the 

Holy Prophet. It evidently emanated from the divine source 

and is alone a sufficient proof of t,hc divine origin of the Holy 
Quran. 

There is another verso in the passage in question which has 
been misunderstood. ':l1he Holy Qnran afLcr sta.t;ing that; J esns 
wa.s uot put; to death by the Jews, that he was on1y mistaken for 

dead, anJ Lhat the Jews <lid not make sure of his death adds 

"but God raised him tcnvards Hirnscif." This sentence has been 

uw]erstoo<l to mean that ho was taken np to heaven with his 

body of clay. .L'hnt the::,c words do not signify physical ascension 

I havo shown in the earlier part of this article in the course of 

my comments on another verse of the Holy Quran which says, 

HGod said, 0 Jesus, I will cauae thee to die a natural death and 
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raise thee to Mys,Jf and purify thee from those that bfllieve not." 

In the pas,;;age in q nestion, the words ' but God raised him 
tow,mls Himself' contain a refutation of the charge of cursed
ness which the Jews brought against Jesus. \Vhat would have 
been the result, if J osns had died on the cross. He would have 

become accursed according to the word of God revealed to Moses 

and would have descended into hell, as both the Christians and 

the Jews say he actually did after crucifixion. 'l'hus there was to 

be not only dGath, but direct descent into hell. So when the 

Jinvs said they had killed Jesus by hanging him on the cross, they 

meant that he did not die the death of a righteous person, that 
he beca ne a cur~e, acclirding to the Law of Moses, and that he 
consequently desccncled into hell and did not rise to God, as the 
souls of all righteous persons do after death. Hence when the 

Holy Qnran denies t,hat they killed him by hanging him on the 
cross, it adds ''but God r:-1,isod him towards Himself,'' for the 

idea of risiug towards God was incompatible with the accursed 

death of the cross. This does not mean that Jesus rose towards 
heaven without tiasting death, for the Holy Quran says elsewhere 

that tlui,t rising took place ~tf~er Jesus hacl died a natural death. 

It says, "God said, I will ea.use thee to die a naturnl death and 
raise thee towards Myself and purify tliec from those that belitwe 

not,." ':Phe ri~iug t,o heaven would not have taken place if Jesus 
ha.d been killed ou the crClss. So God, while refuting the charges 
of the Jews tmys that Jesus wa.s not killcJ on the cross and did 

not descend into hell as a. consequence of an accursed death, 

but that on the other lmnd, he rose to God, as all righteous 
men do after death. 'rhat Jesus aloo rose to God after dying a 
natural death is apprLrent from the verse which has bcon quoted 

above and commeut,cd upon at length in the earlier part of this 
article. Wh.1t was the significance of the pathetic cry of Jesus 
which he uttered on the cross? When Jesus had been deserted 
by his faithless disciples, when he ha,l been tried and given 

over to ravening wolves to be crucified, when he was actually 
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uailed to the cross and when he had remained on the cross for 

about threo hours, and when he saw no chance of his deliver

a.uce frt•m the black death which stared him in the face, he raised 

the heart-rending cry, '' My God, My God, why hast thou 
forsak,:)u me." l<.:xceptionally stony must have been the hearts 

of the Jews which did not melb even at these pathetic words of 

Jesus! These words show that he was only too conscious of the 

dire consequences of the accursed death of the cross. He saw 

that if he died there-and he saw no chance of escape-it would 
bo :::i. proof of the fact that he had been deserted by God, for 

death on tho cross, according to the Law of Moses, meant being 

driven away from the presence of the Lord and everlasting 
association with the wicked spirits burning in the fires of hell. 

In short, as death on the cross meant that Jesus did not rise to 

God, God not only denies that he died on the cross, but also 

adds thab He raised him towards Himself, which would not 

havo been the case, if he had met with death on the accursed 
tree. 1£ the Law of Moses had said or if it had been the belief 
of the Jews, that every body who died on the accursed tree did 

not rise to heaven with his body of clay, then the words of the 

Holy Quran that he did not die on the cross, but God raised him 

towards Himself would have meant that he rose to God 
with his body of clay. But it is not a physical but a spiritual 
ascent from w bich, according to J ewiah belief, every one that 

was banged on the cross was debarred, and therefore when God 

says that Jesus ,vas not put to the accursed death of the cross, 

bnt that on the other hand he rose to God, He clearly refers to 

the spiritual and not the physical ascent of Jesus. He puts 
rising to God as something opposed to death on the cross and it 
ii; a spiritual and not a physical rising that is opposed to the 

accur1aed dcn,th of the cross. 

I have already said thab another verse of the Holy Qura.n 

states clearly that the rising followed. a. natural death and ther <p 
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fore it was evidently the rising of the soul and not that of the 
body. 'Ne are nowhere told that God caused Jesus to die a 
natural death, and again breathed a new life into his body and 

raised it towards Himself. Can any thing be more absurd than 

the rising of a body towards God ? 'I1here arc many other 

verses which clearly show that Jesus died a natural death. I 
will quote hero only two-

(a.) Jesus is spoken of as saying. ''And the peace of God 

was on me the day I was born and will be the day 

I shall die, and tho Jay I :-;hall be rn.iscd to 
life.'' (xix, 34). Compare similar words used 
with regard to John. son of Zachariah-" And 

peace was on him on the day ho was born, and 

the day of his death, and shall be on the day when 
he shall be raised to life.'' (xix,15) The raising 

to life spoken of in the foregoing two verses is 

the raising which shall take place on the Day of 

Resurrection, when all human beings shall be 
r1lised to life for judgment. 

(b.) ''And when God shall say '0 Jesus, Son of Mary! 

didst thou say unto men, 'rake me and my mother 

as two gods, beside God?' He shall say, Glory be 

unto Thee. . . . . I spake not to them aught but 

that which Thou didst bid me ..... and I was 
their witness while I lived with them, but since 

Thou didst cause me to die, Thou Thyself hast 

watched them." (v, 116-117). 

Another proof of the divine origin of the Holy Quran 
may be found in the fact that it also tells us that after his 
escape from the cross, Jesus a.nd his mother Mary took refu 0'0 ' .::, 

in a country which is described as 'a lofty spot, a place of 

security, watered with springs." (xxiii, 52.) Reccn1; discoveries 
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have established the truth of this statement, thus showing thab 
the Holy Book which revealed such a secret is surely a divine 
book. The tomb of Jesus has been discovered at Srinagar, 
Kashmere, and the reader is refered to other articles on the 
subject which ha.ve appeared in the Review of Religions from 
time to time. These eastern lands, Afghanistan and Cashmore 
were and n.re still inhabited by the lost tribes of Israel and 
Jesus who was a prophet for all tribes of Israel and who claimed 
to have specially come for his lost sheep, left Palestine for 
Afghanistan and Kashmir after his escape from the cross. Even 
in the Gospels we find a hint of his departure from his native 
country. Note the word 'goeth' in the following saying of 
Jesus :-'''l'he Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him : 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of man shall be betrayed.'' 
(Matt. xxvi, 24). Jesus seems to have altered his name after 
his departure from his native land, for among other names by 
which the occupant of the Srinagar tomb is known one is Isa 
Sahib. It is a remarkable fact that in the Holy Quran also he 
is not called by the name Yasu or Jesus by which he was known 
in Syria and is to this day known among the Christians and 
the Jews, but ho is called by the name Isa, the name by which 
the occupant of the Srinagar tomb is known. Perhap he feared 
lest his fame should reach Palestine through merchants or 
travellers and the exasperated J cws should involve Pilate and 

hit:i other friends in trouble for their assisting him in his escape. 
s(~mc, at least, if not all of his disciples seem to have been aware 

of his journey to the east, for certain of them are known to 
have come to India. 'l'ho rest remained behind to carry on 
the work with which he entrusted them 3t his departure. 

Ono of tho promises which according to the Holy Quran, 
God made to Jesus was that He would purify him from those 
tlnt believed not. 1l.1l1is promise was fulfilled in the revelation 
of the Holy Quran which freed him from the charge of being 
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accursed, by declaring that he did not die on the cros9 and 
therefore was not cursed. But the purification was destined 
to see its consummation in the days of the Promised Messiah of 

the latter days, thro11gh whom God has revealed the tollib of 
Jesus-a discovery which has established the truth of what the 
Holy Quran said about the escape of Jesus from the cross, and 
the day is not far when the world will see the error of the belief 

that Jesus died on the cross. 'I1ho truth of the wordd of the 
Holy Quran will then be admitted even by the Christian world. 
That day will the spirit of Jesus rejoice in heaven to see the 

complete realisation of the promise of the Lord which He made 
to him when he was aliv~, saying that He would purify him 
from those that believed not. 

Notes and Comments. 
The Jewish Encyclopaedia on the origin 

of the Afghans. 
According to their native traditions, say the learned 

authors of the Jewish Encyclopaeda, the Afghans also are to be 
identified with the lost ten tribes. They declare that Nebuchad
nezzar banished them into the mountains of Gbur, whence they 
maint8.ined correspondence with the Arabian Jews. When some 
of the latter were converted by Muhammad, one Khalid wrote 
to the Afghans and invited them to embraco Islam. Several 
Afghan nobles went to Arabia under one Kais, who claimed 
to trace his descenb through forty-seven generations from 
Saul. He wa::; according!) greeted by Muhammad by the title of 
'Malik' in deference to his illustrious descent. Kais is reported 
to have died at the age 0£ eighty-seven, in 662; and all the 
modern chiefs of Af ghanista.11 claim to be descended from him 
Malcolm, ~History of Persia,' ii. 596, London, 1815). The 
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Afghans still call themselves 'Beni-Israel' and are declared to 
have a markedly Jewish appearance. Their cla.im to Israelitish 
descent is allowed by most Muhammadan writers. G. Moore, in 

his Lost Tribes' (pages 143-160, London, 1861), also identified 
the Afghans with the Ten Tribes, (Volume xii, 247-48). 

The Effect of British rule on Hinduism. 

ltrederic J. II ask in contributes to an American paper a sP-ries 
of articles on the re! igions of India., In the course of his comments 

on lliuduism, he sa.ys: ~-'rhe horrors of the Hindu practice have 
been ameliorated by British rule; widows are no longer permitted 
to burn themselves alive on their husbands' pyres, mothers no 

longor throw their baby girls in the Ganges to feed the sacred 
crocodiles, and fanatics have no opportunity to sacrifice them
selves under the wheels of the car of J uggennaut. But for all 
that, tbo Hindu religion as practised among the millions has 
no moral excuse for being, no redeeming feature-it is unspeak

ably vile." 

"Much may bo said, and much is said by educated Indians 
and learned English-speaking yogis, or holy men, in favour of 
the beautiful philosophy of the unity of God and the brother
hood of men, which is taught by the few of the higher 
orders of Hindoos. But for the great multitude, for all ·but 
10,000 of the 200,000,000 of Hindus, the religion is degrading, 
immoral, obscene, cruel, and utterly repulsive. 

''Its temples are given over to the most revolting immoral 
practices, its priests are leeches who suck the blood of the 
people under them, its teachings have not one ray of light for 
the common man. It compels infant marriages that the 
Bralmrn.ns may be sure of the marriage fee before the children 
die. And then it prohibits the remarriage of a widow because 

it wo.a her sin which brought about the death of the husband 
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The millions of degraded and outcast widows of India, thousands 

of them under 8 yea.rs old, m·o a sufficient condemnation of 

Hinduism and its filthy, greedy, 'twice-born' priests." 

Even the educated Hindoos m·o not free from the taint of 
the immorality which forms the characteristic of Hinduism. 

In the Punja.b, we have a Hindu sect recently established by a 
Pnndit called Ditya Nand. Influenced by the pure monotheistic 

teachings of Islam, he strongly condemned idol-worship, but 
ho was a strong advocate of the doctrine of Transmigration of 
Souls and therefore he, too, like the orthodox Hindus, forbade 

the remarriage of a widow, the death of her husband being 

regarded as a consequence of her sin which she committed in 
a previous birth, and pre.scribed in its place the filthy practice 

of N'iyoga, which, however, is not confined to. the widows, but 
may also be freely practised by married ladies under many 
circumstances. It is the revoltingly immoral practice of having 

sex:uai intercourse with others than one's lawful spouse. 

Jainism. 
The following note about ,Jainism by the same writer will 

not fail to interest the reader, reveal as it docs the ludicrous 

extreme to which certain sects among the Hindus have carried 
their respect for the lower animals. Speaking of the sect of 
the Jn.ins, Mr. Ila.skin says : ''It is ccmfiuo<l. to narrow limits 

now, and is followed only by some extremely fanatic holy men 
who go about entirely naked, except for a cloth over their 
mouths to keep them from in::i.d vertently swallowing an insecb 
and thereby destroying life. 'l'he Jains carry the respect for 
life to the extreme, and holy men are covered with saored 
vermin, and carry a brush ·with which to push the sacred worms 

ofi the path on which they walk. 

•'Un account of its oasy ritual and very lax moral standards, 
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Jainism is profol,;sed by many well-to-do middle class Hindus. 
':l1he;i r reverence for animal life has been a hindrance in the 

last few years to the sanitary work. In westorn cities, where 
Lhe health department was doing everything possible to destroy 

the rat,s and stamp out babonic plague, the Jains were establish

ing rat hoHpitals to protect the pests. Iu one such institution 

over 8000 rats were fonnd.'' 

The Jain::. should also abstain from breathing and drinking, 
for, by doing so they also destroy the numberless animalcules 

which the microscope has discovered both in Lhe air and the water. 
l\foy peace auu the blessings of Gud be upon the Holy Prophet of 

Arabia. who taught us a religion which is entirely free from such 
absurdities. Bven the directions which he gave us about i:;mall 
things a.re invaluable. Compare, for instance, the rat hospitals 

of the J ains with the highly wise commandment of the Holy 

llrophet which requires his followers to kill the rat wherever 

they find it. 'l'hus it is a religious duty of a Muslim to destroy 

the rats, while it is a sacred duty of a Ja.in to protect them. 

Which of the two religions will tho Sanitary Department 
recommend to the people for adoption '? 

The Fate of a Babi Prophet. 
It has been the law of God to raise impostors side by 

sido with true prophets so that the people may be able to 

know the truth of the true from the fate of the false. God 

assists the true prophets and shows mighty signs in their 
support nnd they do not depart from the world until they 
have ccmpleted their work. Opposition rages hot against 

them, and their enemies spare no pains to bring them to 
naught,, but God supports them with His mighty hand and 

His wrath consumes their opponents. Imitators also arise 

but only to bear testimony to the divine mission of the true 

prophRts by means of their own sad fate. The appearance of 
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false prophets furnishes the people with an opportunity to 

contrast the true with the fah,e and to recognise the former 

with the aid of the latter. The age which witnessed. lihl) 
nppem·a,nce of ,Jesus also witnessed the appearance of pseudo

Messiahs. Similarly, in the time of the Holy Prophet (may 

peace and the blessings of God be upon him) there appeared o.t 
least throo false cb.im::mts to prophethood. But God destroyed 

those that were false and vouchsafed victory and glory to the 
Holy Prophet. It iB a striking fact that the false prophets of 
Ar::i.bia ha.d a large following at the very outset, many tribes 
going over to tlrnm in a body as soon as they laid claim to 

prophethood, b,1t they were brought by God to a shameful end 

in spit.o of their numerous adherents. One of them, Mm;n,ilama. 

the Impostor, had as many as 100,000 fo1lowers. Unlike them, 
the Holy Fouudcr of Islam rose as a solitary preacher. His 
own people rose agairn;t him, and his followers, who were both 

few and poor, were subjected to the most merciless persecution 

so that they had at last to fly from their homes. 1:I.1he enemy 

spared no cff ort to nip L,lam in the bud and they even laid a 
siege to the prophet's house one night to put him to death. 

Such were the obstacles in the way of the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) yet he was not 

raised to his divine master until he was made to achieve the 

most glorious success ever attained by a mortal. The once 
solitary preacher did not quit the world until he was recognised 

as a true prophet by the whole of the Arabian penirumla and by 

many outside Arabia. But those that lrn.d come with a large 
following and gn.ve every promise of success, if success depended 
on numbers, were blotted out from the face of the Earth by the 
mighty hand of God. rrhis was done EO that the people might 

distinguish between the true prophet and the false ones and that 

they might know thnt it wa.s not through numbers, but merely 

thr()ugh the assistance of God that the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him} achieved a. succes, 
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•he like of which one would in vain seek for m the history of 
mankid. 

Ahmad, the Promised Messiah and Mahdi of the latter days, 
has not been without such witnesses. As he had come to 
deliver his message to all that dwell on the face of the earth, 
his witnesses have not been confined to one continent or to 
one country. Just as his signs have been witnessed in distant 
continents,similarly his witnesses have appeared in distant lands. 
I will not here speak of the witnesses that have appeared in 
India in the form of false claimants to prophecy, I will only 

mention two that hail from the United states of America. One 
of them was Dr. Dowie of Chicago, who claimed to have been 
raised in the spirit of Elijah. The world is well aware of the 
disastrous end of this impostor. He was driven out of his own 
city, deserted by his own followers, his own wife and his own son, 
and died a raving maniac, a wreck and a warning not only for 
this generation, but for all generations to come. He showed in 
bis own person what a false prophet was, so that through him 
the world might recognise the true prophet of the age. 

Recent papers from America bring the news of a ne,v 
impostor. This is Henry Clayton Thompson, a Bahaist of 
America. Quite recently, ho announced himself as a herald 
of the kingdom of God who was commissioned to lead the race 
to a consciousness of realities and a. lot of other places. He 
was to eetablish a new sect by authority of Abdul Baha, 
the head of the B:i.haists. He called his god Zon Zhoum and 
it was Zon Zhoum, he said, who brought out Moses, Jesus, 
Muhammad, and la.sty Thompson. He claimed to receive hie 
revelatione through Estelle, one of the supreme concourse. Now 
comes t.he exposure of this ludicrous spiritual fraud. Estelle 
appears in the flesh at a newspaper office and says, Zon Zhoum 

is a fake and Mr. Thompson's revelations are a work of her 
imagiaa\ion. She is Mra. Eatelle M. Hamsley. The table~ 
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revelations, she says, sho wrote in her kitchen while waiting 
for the pies to bake. She hunted up a lot of old oriental books, 

copied an expression here, another one there, and mixed them 
up with all the crazy dope she could think of. She had led 
Thompson to believe he was called by some oriental spiritual 
moghul to be a saviour ot' mankind. Thompson one day told 
her that he had discevered that Zon Zhoum was Jehovah. Sho 

tried to disabuse her mind later and confessed her deception, 
but he refused to believe her. The name of the god is a fanciful 
combination of letteu made by her as she gazed on a Zu Z\1 

advertisement in a. street car. Once he visited her with a lot of 
his followers and they had a Zon Zhoum evening. '£hey put; 
crackers and wine on the table and did not touch any, so tha• 
they might practise self-denial. Somebody spilled the wine on 

the prophet and he insisted iu foreshadowed the !pilling of his 
blood as a martyr. When his Bahai followers discovered tha• 
their prophet was the representative of a cracker box god, 
naturally there arose against him a tide of anger, but he 
Sliemmed it by calling them 'damnable and rotten seed.'' 

Such are the false prophets who derive their inspiration 
from earthly sources and such is the fate which they meet with. 
[.;et the Christian critics of Isl11m learn a lesson from ib. 

Review. 
BonntusK AND Cnn1sTIANITY FACE TO F ..lCE is the ti tie of a 

emall book which contains a report of a very spirited discu&sion, 
in which a Buddhist priest, (Rev. Migettmvatte) bravely met 
a Christian :Minister (Rev. Mr. Silva) in a square face to face 
controveri,y held at Pantura, Ceylon. The discussion lasted two 
days, before an almost breathless audience, numbering from 
five to seven thousand. The report, we are told, was revised 
by the respective disputants and may, therefore, be taken as 
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giving a correct account of the proceedings. It appears tha.-. 
the Rev. David Silva made some statements adverse to Buddh
ism in one of a series of sermons which he was then preaching 
in the Pantura Weslyau Chapel. To these the Buddhist prieo 
took exception 1.\nd denounced them as untme and called upon 
}Ir. Silva to establish tbeil' accuracy. This led to the great; 
and highly interesting debate which forms the subject of the 
book under review. The proceedings weru opened by Mr. Silva. 
ond his fi r~t objection against Buddhism was that, according to 
the teachings of Buddha, man had no soul and the identical 
man received not the reward of liis good or bad actions. In 
proof of this, he quoted a lot of passages from original Buddhistio 
writings. 'rhe Buddhist priest then commenced his reply and 
said that the Christian missionary was not competent, owing 
to his ignorance of Pali, to correctly explain the great Buddha's 
abstruse metaphysics. This charge, however, seems to be 
unjust for the Christian priest appears, from this report of the 
debate, to be full of Pali. The Buddhist priest urged that 
though the being produced at the death of a human being 
was not the same, it was not a different one. Continuing he 
said, 'He would try to make this doctrine yet clearer. Th,e 
much revered Bible of the Christians was not the original Bible 
written by Motes and others and in use among the primitive 
believers of Christ; and yet they could not say it was a different; 
Bible. The substance in both was the same, though it was not; 
the identical book ; so it was wi~h Atma. 'l'hough at one's 
death all those constituents which make up the outward. 
-physical man perish, and no portion of them is transferred to 
another wol'ld, yet the conscious being, though produced in 
consequence, is not a different one. Accordingly it was as 
incorrect to say that it was a different being who suffered for 
the good or evil committed here as to assert that it was the 
identical doer with all his environments who thus suffered.•• 
"Atma" or soul, said the priest, ''was not an easy subject; to. 
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explain, but because it was so abstruse, it did not follow that 
its existence was denied. Of course they did not agree with the
Christians' view of the soul ; this declared that without any 
change man's soul goes to a state of misery or bliss according 
to its deserts." Again, '-The great Buddha's last discourse,, 
in which man's nature was explained, was not one that could 
be comprehended by everybody, and much less by a clergyman 
of Mr. Silva's linguistic attainments.,, 

Besides the important subject of the soul, many other points 
of more or less importance were discussed by the learned 
disputants. '11he Buddhistic priest attaci<ed Christianity and 
the Christian clergyman defended it, aud similarly Mr. Silva 
attacked Buddhism and the Buddhist speaker defended it. 
The latter deals very summarily with the Christian doctrine of 
atonement,. 

''Why should the Christians lay so much stress on the 
death of Christ, who bad been killed by the authorities for 
attempting to rise in rebellion against the Roman Empire? 
What else could the 'powers' do to a man who had openly 
advised his followers to sell even their clothes and provide 
themselves with swords! and whose crime, according to the 
inscription pbced on the cross, was that of styling himself the 
King of the Jews! a nation then under the Roman Empire. 
J3esides, how unsatisfactory was the evidence as to his bodily 
resurrection. The first witness they had to testify to this all 
important event, according to Mark xvi, 9, was Mary Magdalene, 
who, they would remember, was a woman who had at one time 
been possessed of seven devils. \Vhat weight could be attached 
to the evidence of such a mad woman?'' 

The debate is stirring throughout. The Buddhist priesb 
is a graceful speaker who knows the art of adapting his discourse 
to the popular mind. The Christian advocate too is a learned 
and fluent speaker and is never at loss for words, but he 
addresses the audience as if each of them was a Max: Muller,. 
forgetting that the powers of comprehension in his hearers were 
limited. The result was that popular opinion declared victory 
in favour of the Buddhist speaker and s'lme of the Christians 
also did not feel satisfied with the result. 

The value of the book is enhanced by the Introduction 
from the pen of the author, J.M. Peebles, M.D., M.A., Pb. O. 
The Introduction is a valuable, though brief, exposition of the 
important doctrines of the Buddhist religion. This book (price 
.30c; postag~ 5c.) can be had from the author (Battle Creek, 
Michigan, U.S. A.) 
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