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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 

VoL. IX.) SI~PTEMBEU, 1910. (No. 9. 

r~::.. ;J J \y~::..} J J.lJ , ~-! 

,~. )J'.J J &J )""' J 1...51.c ul..aj _, a J,6.sd 

The Divine Origin of the Holy 
Qura11, VIII. 

A Reply to the 'Sources of Islam/ 
It has been shown in the previous articles that the stories 

of the Holy Quran were meant to serve 

Trrn TrrnTrr OF TIIE as prophecies and tlw.t those prophecies 
QuRANIC NARRATIVES. were ~len.rl_y fulfilled. The fulfilment 

of tlw pr11pliecies embodied in the 

Quranic histories is an undeniable proof of th<·ir being true 

revelu.tion. rrhc 1,mid histories foretold event .. which 110 man 

could prod ict under the circumstances. They, for iustance, 

predicted the destruction of the enemies of Islam, the ouccess 

of the Holy Prophet /may peace and the blessings of God be 

upon him), the establishment, of L,;lam in the land, and the re

placement of the idobters by the followers of tl1e One God. 

One may be inclined to think lightly of these propheciet., 

viewing them from this distance after their accomplishment. 

Rut in order to make r~ true estimate of these prophecies, the 

reader must transplant himself in imagination to the times when 

the ITnly Prophet (may peace and the blessingB of God be upon 
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him) lived at Mecca and must try to picture tio himsell the 

circumstances under which these prophetic stories were revealed. 
A study of the Holy Quran will convince him that they were re

vealed at a time when the Holy Prophet was extremely weak, and 
a reference to the history of the time will bring home to him the 

fact that when t,he said prophecies were l'evealed, the enemies of 

Islam were at the height of their power, aud the few poor follow

ers of Islam were being bitterly and mercilessly persecuted. At 
that time, did the Holy Prophet (rr.ay peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him), being inspired by God, announce to his 

proud pcrsecuLing cncmie1:1 that the time was not far when God 
would punish them for their cruelties, as Be had punished the 

enemies of the former prophets, that they would be destroyed 
by God and that the very Muslims whom they were then tramp
ling under their feet would be their successors in tµe land. In 
short, if you wish to form a true idea of these Meccan prophe

cies, try to recall the history of the times and it will be then 
that you will see the true grandeur of those prophetic announce• 

ments. How nnfa.vourable were the circnmstances under which 
these promises and these t.hreats were publi1:1hed at Mecca, and 
how utterly vr\in and idle they appeared to the Meccans may be 
judged from the faet that they, far from taking any warning 
from these threats, 01Jly received them with deritiion, and treat
ing them as empty words, repeatedly called upon the Holy 
Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) to 

hasten their fulfilment. 'l'hesc prophecies, again, were not ex

pressed in weak or arn bjgnous words. ~rhey are characterised 

by ·a power and force which convince every sensible reader that 
t,hoy a.re uot the words of a helpless, forlorn creature, but the 
might.y words of Him '\Vho had power to bring about their ful
filment. 'J'he power of the Meccan prophecies forms a strange 
t.nt,f rnst to the woa.kncss of the Holy Prophet (m~y peace and 
he blessings of Goel be upon him.) Imagine to yourselves, on 

th0 one hand, the helpless condition of the .Muslim converti at 
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Mecca and consider, on the other hand, the power of such 

Meccan prophecies as the following : 

(a} '' Do they say, '\Ve are a victorious host ' ? The 
host shall be routed, and they shall turn their 

back.'' (liv, 45). 

(b) " And when Our clear signs are rehearsed to them, 
the unbelievers say to those who have believed, 
' Which of the two parties is in the best plight? 
And which is the moat goodly company'? But 
how many generations have W c brought to ruin 

before them, who surpassed them in riches and 

splendour ! " (xix, 74, 7 5) 

There are many prophecies of this kind in the Meccan 

Snrahs and it was beyond the power of a helpless, persecuted 
creature to make such threatening announcements to his power
ful enemies, unless he bad been inspired by God and unless he 

had firm faith in the truth of the word tlrn.t was revealed to him. 

But if these ;)rophecies were wonderful, their fulfilment was 

even more wonderful. \Vho could say that the great lords of 

Mecca wit,h their numerous idolatrous followers would in no dis

tant future be routed and put to flight by the very converts 

whose very lives were at their mercy? Strange, nay, impossible, 
a1-.1 these things appeared, they came to pass exnctly as the Word 

of God had foretold them. Many were thti prophecies that were 
announced at Mecca, and their fulfilment bore a convincing 

testimony to the fact that the Holy Quran was not the word of 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 

him), but the ·word of Him Who had raii:ed him and Who 
had power to assist him and to destroy his enemies. How, for 

instance, can we believe the Christians when they say that the 
verse: '' And already have We written in the Psalms after tho 

reminding that 'the earth shall My 1·ir;htcous se1·vants inherit''' 
(xxi, 104, 105) was borrowed from the Psalms of David? The 
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verse was revealed at Mecca. It was a heathen city then. 
There were a few converts to Islam but they were insigni
ficant. And there swelled all around the city a surging sea of 

idolatry. Then did the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) announce to the idolaters that his 
followers would inherit not only the city of Mecca, but also the 
whole land of Arabia. At the very outset;, he proclaimed," Say, 

'1'ruth has come, and falsehood has vanished! verily, falsehood 
is vanishing,''' (xvii, 83). Again," Nay, We will cast the 

truth over falsehood, and it shall smite it and lo, it vanisheth" 

(xxi, 18). The words" The Earth shall My righteous servants 

inherit'' were announced as a prophecy foretelling the destruc
tion of the idolaters and their replacement by the followers of 
Islam. 'l'hough snch an announcement at the time when it 
was rnude appeared to be absolutely absurd and excited tho ridi
cule of tho proud idolaters, yet it came to pass, thus showing 
that it was not a plagiarised piece of rhetoric, as the Christians 
would have us believe, but a Word of God foretelling the most 

wonderful e,·ent in the history of man. If it was possible for 

him to borrow passages from the Psalms ,\t 1:focca, it was not 
certainly in his power to clothe them with a prophetic character 
and bring about the fulfilment of the events that those passages 

were made to foretell. Supposing he found access to the Psalms, 

it is the duty of the Christians to show how this verse which 
was published by the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) as a prophecy, turned out to be true. If it 
was possible for him to borrow a line from David, it was not 
possible for him to select such a line as might serve as a power• 
fol prophecy which should set ai seal to his truth. The very 
circumstance that this verse was meant as a prophecy which 
turned out to be true is an incontrovertible proof of the fact that 

the verse i8 a Word of God and not a line borrowed from the 
Psalms. 'l'he whole of the Holy Quran is full of prophecies and 

a\l those prophecit:s are true prophecies, and this is an indis .. 
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putable evidence of the fact that the Holy Quran ie a true reve
lation. There can not be the slightest doubt as to the fact that 
the Holy Quran is the Word of God. That the Holy Book is a 
true revelation is not a mere assertion. It itself furnishes very 
strong proofs of its being a revelation. Read the book, ponder 
over its verses, weigh its prophecies, recall to yourself t,he cir
cumstance11 under which these prophecies were announced, con
trast their vigour and their force with the forlorn condition of the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
and the helplessness of his holy companions at the time when 
these prophecies were proclaimed and then see how wonderfully 
they were all fulfilled. If you do this conscientiously, you will 
have no doubt as to the fact that the Holy Quran is the true 
Word of God. No book on the face of the earth has proved its 

0
taim to divine origin so conclusiv(\ly as the Holy Quran has done. 

Nay, the Holy Quran is the only book which stands in need of no 
external aid to show its divine origin, for its own verses display 
the power and kr.owledge of God. Its very stories are prophe
cies which have already borne witness to their divine origin by 
their fulfilment. And when it is established that the verses of 
the Holy Quran and its histories are the Word of God, all objec
tions of the Christian critics vanish. Not only the existence in 
the Holy Quran of numerous powerful prophecies which turned 
out to be true explodes the charge that the Holy Prophet 
borrowed his materials from other sources, but it also refute■ the 
charge brought by Rev. Tisdall that its narratives are sometimes 
inaccurate. His standard to test the accuracy of a story is the 
Protestant Bible. According to him, every thing which accords 
with the Biblical narratives is ,rue, but every thing which differs 
even slightly from it is false. Nay, he goes even a step further. 
according to him the Bible is not only a perfectly correct book. 
but it is also comprehensive so that every story of the Holy 
Quran which is not to be found in the Holy Bible is false for the 
simple reason that his Bible does not give it. Thus he ejbects 
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to the stories of Moses and Abraham as given in the Holy Quran 

on the ground that they contain many details which are not 
given in the Christian Bible. Thus the Protestant Bible is the 
sole criterion by which he tests every narrative of the Holy 

Quran. But he does not tell us how· he came to know that the 

Protestant Bible is free from all inaccuracies and that there is 
no Jewish or Christian narrative tha.t is not given in full detail 

in it so that everything which does not coincide with the 
Biblical account or is not given in the pages of the Protestant 
Bible mui:it be held as inaccurate. Does he not know that the 

Bible itself has been shown to be untrustworthy and that it 

abounds with inaccuracies, con~radictions and absurdities? He 
says the stories of the Holy Quran are inaccurate because they 

do not harmoui1:;e with Bi blica.l accounts. But what of the 

Biblical books themselves which do not accord \vith each other ? 

Will Rev. Tisdall like to know some of the contradictions 
of the Bible ? Here are some of them. I will first draw his 
attention to only a few out of the many passages of the New 
Testament which contradict those of the old. 

OLD 'l1ESTAMENT, 

1. And Arphaxad lived five 
and thirty and begat Salah. 
Gen. XI, 12. 

2. And 'ferah lived seventy 
years, and begat Abram, Nabor, 
and Haran... And the days of 
Terah were two hundred and 
five years, and Terah died in 
Haran (Gen. XI, 26, 32). 

3. It shall be a statute for 

NEW TESTAMBNT, 

Sala, which was the son of 
Cainan, which was the son of 
Arphaxad, Luke III, 35, 36. 

And Abram was seventy and 
five years old when he depart

ed out of Ha.ran. Gen. XII. 4. 
(•' when his father was dead," 
Aots VII, 4.) Thus after 
living 135 years, Abraham was 
only 7 5 years old. 

But now we are delivered 
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ever. Lev. XXIII, 14, 21, 8L from the law. Rom. VII, 6. 
41. 

4. And it came to pass in 

the four h'l.(,ndred ancl eightieth 

year after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of 

Egypt, in the fourth year of 

Solomon's reign over Israel, in 
the month of Zif, which is the 

second month that he began to 

build the house of the Lord. 
I Kings VI, 1. 

And about the time of 40 

years suffered He their man• 

ners in the wilderness .••....•• 
And after that He giwe unto 

them jndges about the space 
of four hundred and fifty 
years, until Samuel the pro
phet. And afterwards they 
desired a King ; and God 

gave unto them Saul the @on 

of Ois a man of the tri he of 

Benjamin, by the space of forty 

years. And when He had 

removed him, he raised up 
unto them ·navid to be their 
King. Acts XIII, 18-22. 

Thns, aceord ing to the Aets, it was not in t,he 480th year, 

hut in the year 595 after the Exodus that the hon3e of the 

Lord began to be built [40 + 450 + 21 (Samuel's reign) + 40 

(Saul's rule} + 40 (David's reign) + 4 = 595]. 

5. And Elijn.h went up by a 

whirlwind into hea,1en. 2 Kings 

II, 11. 
By faith Enos was t,ra.nRln.ted 

that he should riot, R2e chmth. 

Hebrews XI. 5; Gen. V, 24. 

6. Then came David to Nub 
to t\himelech the priest .•.... So 
the priest, gavo him hallowed 

bread ! for t,here was no bl'cad 

No mn.u hath nseend~d up 
to heave11. h11 t, hP that came 

<lown frou1 lH•:1 \·en ; <-•ven t,he 
i:-;c,n of mn P which is in heaven • 

• T ohn III, 1 ~L 

And he (Jesus) said unto 
them, Have ye never read 

what David did, when he had 
need, a.nd waa aQ hungered, 
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there bub the shewbread, that was 
taken from before the Lord. 
And one of the sons of A.hime

lech the son of Ahitnb, named 
Abiathar, escaped, and fled after 
David. I Samuel. XXI, 1, 6 ; 
XXII, 20. 

7. Hear, 0 Israel, The Lord 
our God is one Lord. Deut. 

VI, 4. 

he, and they that were with 
him? How he went into the 
house of God in the days of 

Abiathar the ln"gh priest, and 
did eat the shewbread, which 

is not lawful to eat but for 

the priests aud gave also to 

.them which were with him ? 
Mark II, 25-26. 

For there are three that 
bear record 1n heaven, the 

Father, the vVord, and the 
Holy Ghost ; and theee three 

are one. T John V. 7; 1 Cor. 
VIII, 6. 

Rev. Tisdnll may also like to know some of the contradic

tions between the different books of the New Testament itself. 

These are numerous, but I will give here only a few:-

1. Jesus, the son of Joseph, And Jacob begaii Joseph, 
which was the son of Heli. the husband of .l\Jary, of whom 

Luke III, 2:3. was born Jesus. Matt. I_, 16. 

2. And wheIJ. they had per
formed all thing:.; according to 

the law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their 
own city, Naz,\reth. Luke II, 

39. 

3. Now, after that John 
ivas put into prison, Jesus cu.me 
into Galilee, preaching the 
Gospel of the kingdom of God. 

Mark I. 14. (This was followed 

by the conversion of Peter and 

When he aro:-e, lie took th8 

young child a.ud his mother 

by night, and depart.ed into 

Egypt; and wa'I t,here unr,it 

the death of Herod. Matt. H. 
14, 15. 

Afte1· these thiugs CJ.uw 

Jesus ~ml his <li,;ciples iuto 

the land of Judea ; and there 
he tarried with them and 

baptised. And J ohu also was 

baptising. 
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Andrew ; see verses 161 17 and 
18). 

4. Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee, and was baptised of 
John in Jordan. And straight

way coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens 
opened, and the Spirit, like a 
dove, descending upon him. 
And immediately the spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness. 
And he was there in the wilder
ness forty days tempted of Satan. 
Mark I, 0-13. 

5. There met him out of 
the tombs a man with an un

clean spirit. Mark v 2. 

There met him out of the 
city a certain man, which had 

devils long time, Luke VIII, 27. 
6. Think not that I am come 

to destroy the law or the pro

phets, Matt. V, 17--19, 

7. Then all the disciples 
forsook him and fled. Matt. 
XXVI, 56. 

For John was nob yet cast 

into prison. John III, 22-24. 
Peter and Andrew had already 
been converted. See I, 40-42). 

And the third day (after 
Christ's baptism and the des
cent of the Holy Ghost in the 
form of a dove) there was a 
marriage at Cana of Galilee. 

And both Jesus was called 
and his disciples to the mar
riage. John II, I, 2. 

There met him two possessed 
with devils, coming out of the 

tombs, e xcceding fierce. Matt. 

VIII, 28. 

All that ever came before 
me, are thieves and robbers. 
John X, 8. Having abolished 

in his flesh the enmity even 

the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances. Eph, 
II, 15. 

That the saying might be 
fulfilled~ which he spoke, 0£ 
them which thou gavest me 
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8. And it was the third 

hour, and they crucified him. 

Mark XV, 25. 

9. Now this man (Judas) 

purchased a field with the 
reward of iniquity ; and falling 
headlong, he burst asunder 
in the midst, and all his bowels 
gm ed out. Acts I. 18. 

have I lost none. John XVIII, 
9. 

A bout the sixth hour they 
cried out, Away with him, 

away with him, crucify him. 
John XIX, 14, 15. 

And he (Judas) cast down 

the pieces of sil.ver in the 
temple and depa.rt0,d and went 
and hanged himself. Matt 
XXVII. 5. 

10. Christ ascended from Bethany (Luke XXIV, 50, 51), 
from mount Olivet (Acts I, 9, 12), from a house in Jerusalem 
(Mark XVI, 14, 19), and apparently from Galilee also (Matt. 

XXVIII, 16-20). 

Rev. Tisda.H may be disposed to think that although the 
New Testament books contradict one another and also the Old 
Testament, yet the books comprising the latter are free from 

such errors. In order to banish such an idea from his mind, 
I will quote here a few out of many instances in which the Old 
Testament books also contradict each other.-

(a). And Abraham called 

the name of that place Jehovah
jireh, as it is said to this day. 
In the mount of the Lord it 
shall be seen. Gen. XXII. 
14. 

(b) And they removed from 

And God spoke unto Moses 
and said unto him, I am the 
Lord, and I appeared unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 
J aiob, by the name of the 
God Almighty. but by My 

name Jehovah was I not 
known to them. Ex. VI, 2, 3, 

And the children of Israel 
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Kadesh, and pitched in mount 
Hor, in the edge of the land of 

Edom. And Aaron the priest 

went up into the mount Hor at 
the commandment of the Lord, 

and died thcre ......... And they 

departed from the mount Hor, 
nnd pitched ia Zalmonah. And 
they departed from Zn.lmonah. 
and pitched in Punon. N um. 
XXXIII, 37-42. 

(c) Again, Jesse made seven 
of his sons to pass before Samuel. 
...... And Samuel said unto 
Jesse, Are here all thy children? 
And he said, There remaineth 
yet the youngest, and behold 

he keepeth the sheep. I Sam. 

XVI. 10, 11. 

( d) Wherefore Saul sent 
messengers unto Jesse, and said, 
Send me David thy son ... And, 

Diwid came to Saul, and stood 

before him ? and he loved him 

greatly; and he became his 
armour bearer. And Saul sent 
to Jesse, saying, Let David, I 
pray thee stand before me, for 

he bath found favour in my 

sight. I Sam, XVI, 19-22, 

took their journey from .Bee .. 
roth of the children of Jaakan 

to Mosera, there Aaron died 

and there he was buried ...... 
From thence they journeyed 
unto Gudgodah ; and from 

Gudgodah to Jotbath. Deut 

x. 6, 7. 

And Jesse begat his first 
born, Eliab, and A binad2.b the 

second, and Shiroma the. third, 
Nothaneel the fourth, Hadda.i 
the fifth, Ozem the sixth, 
David the seventh. I Chron. 

II, 13-15. 

And when Saul saw David go 
forth against the Philistine, he 
said Y.nto Abner, the captain 

of the host, Abner, whose sou 

is this youth? And Abner 

said, As thy soul liveth, 0 
King, I cannot tell. And, the 
King said, Inquire thou whose 
son the stripling is. 

I Sam. XVII, 55, 56. 



364 THE REVIEW OJ RELIGIONS, (September 

(c) And there went out a 
champion out of the camp of 
the Philistines, named Goliath, 
of Gath, whose height was six 
cubits and a span ...• And the 
staff of his spear was like a 
weaver's beam .... So David pre
vailed over the Philistine with 
aling and with a stone and smote 
the Philistine and slew him. 

1 Sam. XVII, 4, 7, 50. 

(f) And when they came to 
Nacho·.'s threshing-floor, Uzzah 
put fo1 th his hand to the Ark 
of God. 2 Sam. VI. 6, 

(g) And David slew the men 

of seven hundred chariots of 
the Syrians, and forty thousand 
horsemen and smote Shobach 
&c. 2 Sam. X. 18. 

(h) And Satan stood up 
against Israel, and provoked 
David to number Israel. 1 
Chron. XXI. 1. 

Elba.nan, the son of Jaare4 
oregim, the Beth-lehemite, 
slew Goliath, the Gittite, the 
staff of whose spear was like a 

weaver's beam. 2 Sam. XXI, 
19. (Gittite = of Gath). 

And when they came to the 
threshing floor of Chidon, 
Uzzah put forth his hand to 
hold the ark. 1 Chron. XIII. 
9. 

And David slew of tha 
Syrians seven thousand men 
which fought in chariots, and 
forty thousand footmen and 
killed Shophack. 1 Chron. 
XIX. 18. 

And again the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against 
Israel and He moved David 

against them to say, Go, num

ber Israel aud Judah. 2 Sam. 
XXIV, 1. 

(i) And the King said unto So David gave to Ornan for 

Ara.unah, Na.y; hub I will the place aix hundred shekels 
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surely buy it of thee at a 
price .....• So David bought the 

threshing floor and the 01:en for 

fifty shekels of silver. 2 Sam. 
XXIV, 24. 

(j) Therefore Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, had no child 
unto the day of her death. 2 
Sam, VI. 23. 

(k) And Jehoram (the son 
of Ahab) reigned in his stead 
in the second year of J ehoram 
the son of Jehoshaphat, King of 
Judah. 2 Kings I. 17. 

(l) And Rehoboam loved 
Maachah, the daughter of Ab

salom, above all his wives .... 
And Rehobrom made Abijah, 
tiho son of Maachah the chief, to 
be ruler among his brethren. 
2 Chorn. XI, 21, 22. 

(m) J ehoiachin was eight 
years old when he began to 
reign. 2 Chron. XXX VI, 9. 

(n) So Baa.shah slept with 
his fathers, and was buried in 

Tirzah, and Elah his son 
reigned in his stead .... In the 
twenty and sixth year of Asa, 

King of Judah, began Elah the 
son of Baasha to reign over 
Israel. 1 Kings XVI, 6, 8. 

of gold by weight, 1 Chron. 
XXI, 25. 

The five sons of Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, whom she 
bare to Adriel. 2 Sam. XXI. 
8. 

And in the fifth year of 
Joram (Jehoram) the son of 
Ahab King of Israel, J ehosha

phat being then King of J uda.h, 
J ehoram, the son ·of J ehoshafat 
King of Judah began to reign. 
(2 Kings VIII, 16). 

Now in the eighteenth year of 
King Jeroboam began Abijah tc, 
reign one Judah. He reigned 
three years in Jerusalem. Bis 
mother's name also was 

Michaiah, the daughter of Uriel 

of Gibeah. 2 Chron. XIII. I, 2. 

Jehoiachin was eighteen 
years old when he began to 
re:gu 2 Kings XXIV, 8. 

Iu the six and thirtieth 
year of the reign of Asa 

' Ba.asha King of Israel came 
up against Judah, and built 
Ra.mah. 2 Chron. XVI, 1. 
(Thus Baasha built a city ten 
years after his death). 
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(o) Two and twenty years 
old was .A.haziah when he began 
to reign. 2 Kings VIII, 26. 

So he (Jehoram, the father of 
.A.haziah) died of sore diseases. 
Thirty and two years old was 

he when he began to reign, 

and he reigned in Jerusalem 

eight years, and departed. 
And the inhabitants of J eru

sa.lem ma.de .A.haziah, his 
yo11ngest son, King in his stead. 
2 Ohren. XXI, 19, 20; XXII, 1. 

Forty and two years old was 
.A.haziah, when he began to 
reign. 2 Chron. XXI, 20 ; 
XXII, 2. (These verses show 
that .A.haziah was forty-two 
when he came to the throne 

on his father's death at the 

age of 40. In other words, 

the father was two years 
younger than his son.) 

The foregoing contradictions will suffice to show that the 
Bible can hardly be taken as a standard for testing the truth of 

the Qnranic stories. If any Quranic story varies in certain 
details fro,n the same story given in the Bible, this does 
not show that the former is false. The latter, being itself 
full of contradictions, errors and absurdities, has no title to be 
ta.ken ad a standard work. Its books contradict one another 

and if they also contradict any details in the Quranic narra
tives, that is no evidence of the latter being erroneous. There 
are certain books in the Protestant Bible, nay, in the Old Testa

ment itself, whose exclusion from the canon has often been urged 
chiefly on account of their apparent untrustworthiness. The 
authors of the Jewish Encyclopaedia say : '' There were con

troversiness concerning the admission into the canon of the 
Book of Ezekiel, Solomon's three books (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

Song of Solomon), and Esther. The opposition to Ezekiel was 

only temporary: owing to its contradictions of the Pentateuch, 
many wished to hide it away ; but Hananiah hen Hezekiah hen 

Garon spent three hundred jars of oil to release it. The oppo
sition to Proverbs, because they contained contradictions, was 
very slight. For the same reason, it waa contended that Ecole .. 
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sia.stes ought not to be read. Others wished to prohibit the 

reading of Ecclesiastes on the ground that it expressed heretical 

ideas." 

Spe'lking of Esther, ·the Jewish Encyclopaedia says: '' It 

is evident from many sources that the canonicity of this book 

was not certain. " 

Rev. 'risdall's chief reason in taking these books as standard 
books is that they are inspired books, or the Word of God. But 
the pity is that not only the books do nou claim di vine origin 
for their histories, but with regard to many of them, it is not 
even known who the so-called inspired writers were who wrote 
them. I will take the most important hook in both the New and 
the Old Testaments, viz., the Pentateuch, as an example. Rev. 
Tisdall says it was Moses who wrote the Pentateuch. The tenacity 
with which the Christians stick to old errors is surprising, "At 
an early date'' s:i.ys the Encyclopaedia Biblica, '' doubts suggest
ed themselves as to the Mosaic authorship, but it was not till the 
seventeenth century that these became so strong that they could 
not be snppressed. It was observed that Moses does not speak 
of himself in the first person, but that some other writer speaks 
of b.im in the third,-a writ.er too who lived long after. The 
expression of Gen. 12 : 6 4 the Cananite was then in the land' 

is spoken to readers who had long forgotten that a different 
nation from Israel lrnd once occupied the Holy Land: the words 
of Gen, 36: 31, 'these are the Kings tl1a.t reigned in the land of 

Edom, before there reigned any King: over the children of 
Israel, have no prophetical aspect; they point to an author who 
wrote under Hebrew monarchy. Again, the ' book of the wars 
of Yahwe' (Nu. 21: 14) cannot be possibly cited by Moses him• 
self, as it contains a record of his own deeds ; and when Dt. 34 : 
10, (Cp. Nu. 12) says that there arose not a prophet since in 
Israel like unto Moses, the writer is necessarily one who looked 
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back to Moses through a long series of later prophets. At the 
same time attention was drawn to a variety of contra.dictions, in

equalities, transpositions, and repetition of events in the Penta.
touch, such as excluded the idea that the whole came from a 
single pen" (Vol. II, columns 2,045 and 2,046.) 

What value is to be attached to the history of the Penta.

touch and other books of the Bible may be seen from the follow
ing quotations from the Encyclopaedia Biblica :-

Speaking of the time when the Hebrew people began to 
write their history, the Encyclopaedia says: 1

' The making of 
history precedes the writing of history and it is often found that 

the impulse to write history is first given by :1ome great achieve
ment which exalts the self-consciousness of a people and awakens 

the sense of the memorable character of what it has done •... In 
Israel, the national history begins with the consolidation of the 
tribes and the throwing off of the Philistine yoke ••.. Internal 
evidence makes it highly probable that the earliest Hebrew his
torians wrote in the reign of Solomon (middle of the 10th 
century B. C.) and wrote first of the great events of the preced
ing half-century. The beginning having thus been made, the 
Israelite writers naturally turned to the el3.rlier history of their 
people." (Vol. II," Historical Literature.'') 

Speaking of the sources from which the J ewisb writers drew 
their material, the Encyclopaedia says :-·' Their sources ... were 
poems, genealogies, tribal and local traditions of diverse kinds; 
the historical traditions of s::i,nctuaries; the sacred legends of 
holy places ... ; laws; myths of native and foreign origin ; folk-lore 
and fable-in short everything which seemed to testify of the 
past ..•. To us the greater part of this material is not historical a.11 
all ; but for the early Israelite it was otherwise." 

Speaking of the first six books of the Old Testament, the 
Encyclopaedia says:-'' A considerable part of this oldest 
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Hebrew history is preserved in the stratum of the Hexateuch 
which critics designate by the symbol J, and in the parts of 
Judges and Samuel that are akin to J. It has not indeed come 
down to us intact or in its original form; redactors, in combining 
it with other sources, have omitted parts, and additions to it of 

divers character and age have been made.'' 

'' The early Hebrew historians did not affix their names to 
their works; they had, indeed, no idea of authorship. The 
traditions and legends which they collected were common 
property, and did not cease to be so when they were committed 
to writing; the written book was iu every sense the property of 
tho scribe or the possessor of the roll ...• Only a part of the great 
volume of tradition was included in the first books. Transcribers 
freely added new mattev from the same sources on which the 
original authors had drawn. Every new copy was thus a fresh 
recension .... Scribes compared different copies, and combined 
their contents according to their own judgments or interests. 
For the period down to the time of Solomon the sources of the 
historians were almost exclusively oral tradition of the 
most varied character and contents ; of records and monuments 
there are but few traces, and these for the most part doubtful." 

Such are the views held by the most enlightened and 
impartial Christian, writers with regard to the most important 
book of the Bible, viz, the Pentateuch. Yet Rev. Tisdall says 
that its history is not only unimpeachable but also complete. 
He repeatedly refors to the testimony which the Holy Quran 
bears to the Torah as a proof of its trustworthiness, but this 
testimony is not of the slightest use to him. In the first place, 
he does not believe in the truth of the Holy Quran. Re regards 
the Holy Quran as a fabrication. yet quotes its verses as an 
evideuce of the reliability of his scriptures. If the Holy Prophet 

(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) was what 
th•J Christians call him, they have no reason to be proud of the 
testimony which he bore in favour of their scriptures: on the 
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other hand, they should be ashamed of referring to his words as 

a proof of the divine origin of their books. If weight is to be 
attached to his testimony, this can be done only on the admis
sion that he was a true prophet. But if we regard 
him as a. true prophet, we must also believe in his re
velation which is the Holy Quran. It is in vain that they so 
repeatedly dra.w the attention of the Muslims to the Quranic 
testimony to the Torah. It is difficult to understa.ud what they 

mean by this. If they mean that the Muslims should forsake 

the Holy Q,uran and follow the Torah, the latter cannot do 
so, for the same book which bears testimony to the Torah also 

bears witness to its own revelation and to its being the final law. 

If its testimony in favour of the Torah is to be trusted, there is 
no reason to reject its other claim which represents it as the 
final law. The Holy Quran bears two testimonies: one to the 
divine origin of the Torah and the other to its own revelation; 

and it is illogical to take one testimony and reject the other, 

If the Holy Quran is a fabrication and if the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) is what 

the Christian missionaries represent him to be, it mattered 
little whether they admitted or denied the divine origin of the 

Torah, for in that case their testimony was of no account. But 
if the Christians want to attach weight to their testimony 

in favour of the Torah, they must start by admitting their truth, 
for in that case only can their testimony be worthy of con• 

sidera.tion. But when once their truth is admitted, the claim 
of the Quran that it is the final Law, must also b9 acknowledged. 
Nor can the Christians establish the historical accuracy of their 

books by referring to the testimony of the Holy Quran, for 

whatever testimony the Holy Book of the Muslims bears to the 
Torah, it pertains not to history but only to the law. It is only 

the la.w of Moses which is declared to be of divine origin by 
the Holy Quran. Not a word is said as to the accuracy of the tales 

that are to be found in the five books ascribed to Moses or other 
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books of the Old or tho New Testament. But if we admit thab 
it was Moses who founded the La~ and that he was an inspired 
prophet, it by no means follows that every tale that is to be 

found in the Genesis, or the Exodus, &c., was written by Moses 
himself, and that the books that are ascribed to Moses by Jewish 

tradition ·were really written by him. From the Holy Quran 
it does nob appear whether Moses ever wrote a book or a history· 
The following passage from the Encyclopaedia Biblica may be 

quoted here to show that the Quranic testimony to the divine 
origin of the 'rorah or the Law of Moses does not involve the 
admission that Moses was the writer of the books generally 

ascribed to him. Under the heading 'Antiquity of Torah,' the 
Encyclopaedia says : -~ Moses may have been the founder of 
the Torah, though the Pehtateuchal legislation was codified al
most a thousand years later " {Vol. II, column 2055). And 
what is true of the testimony of the Holy Quran with reference 
to the Torah is also true of its testimony with regard to the 
Evangel. 'I.1he Holy Quran does not attest the history of the 
l)entateuch or the stories of the Gospels; it is only the law, the 
prophecies and the teachings that it testifies to. With reference 
to these also, it only declares that they were originally based 

on divine revelation. When it speaks of the Torah, it refers to the 
law and the predictions, and when it speaks of the Injil, it is 
the prophecies and the teachings of Jesus that it refers to. In 
neither cn.se does it attest the incidents and the ta.lea that are 
said to h::i.vc been written by Matthew, John, Luke and Mark, 

or the histories that are recorded by the nameless writers of the 
Old Testament. It only says that it was God who revealed Torah 
to Moses and taught Gospel to the Messiah. 'The utmost one can 
infer from the words of the Holy Quran is that Torah is em bodied 
in ~he Pentateuch and that some of the true teachings and prophe
cies of Jerns may still be found in the Jarge number of books 

that go by the name of the Gospels. Rodwell says in a foot-
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note on page 450 of his Translation: We are not to understand 
by the word Evangel (in the Holy Quran) the actual volume of 
the New Testament, or any one of its component parts, but 
rather the revelation made to Jesus by God Himself. Similarly, by 
the word Torah, as used in the Holy Ql~ran, we are not to under
stand the Old Testament or any one of its component parts, but 
rather the revelation made to Moses by God Himself. Nor does 
appear from the Holy Quran that these revelations still exist in their 
entirety in the pages of the Old and the New Testaments. The 
Holy Quran, on the other hand, plainly says that both the Jews 
and the Christians 'have forgotten a portion of what they were 
taught.' (v, 16,17) It also accuses them of claiming inspiration 
for books which are written by the hands of men (ii, 73). It also 
accuses them of concealing portions of divine revelation (v,18.) And 
also of tampering with their books iv,49; v,16.) But whatever 
we may think of the testimony of the Holy Quran with regard 
to the T01·ah and the Injil, it is plain that not a single syl able 
of the Holy Quran bears testimony to tht:: truth of the stories 
and the histories that are given in the big volume which goea 

by the name of the Bible. 

To revert to the question 0£ the trustworthiness of the 
Bible from the critical point of view, it is plain that the history 
of the Bible is not free from errors and that no history can be 
rejected as false merely on the ground that it disagrees with the 
Bible in certain details. Hence the unreasonableness of Rev. 
Tisdall's argument that the Quranic histories are untrue 
because they disagree with Biblica,l narratives in many details. 
The mere circumstance that the Quranic histories differ in detail 
from the Biblical narratives is no proof of the inaccuracy of the 
former, for the accuracy of the latter is not an established fact. 
On the other hand, it is a known fact that the Biblical histories 
do contain errors. Hence the disagreement of the Holy Quran 
with the Bible is an evidence of ti!e truth of the former, for a 

true book could not wholly agree with a book which is known tQ 
contain errors. 
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Another reason of Rev. Tisdall for rejecting the Quranic 
narratives is that many of their do tails resemble such Jewish 
and Christian traditions as are not recorded in the Biblical 
books. But just as a Jewish or a Christian story can not be 
relied on as pedectly true merely because it is given in one or 
other of the many books comprised in the Bible, similarly no 
Je;yish or Christian story can be rejected as totally false merely 
because it is given in non-canonical or apocryphal works. J ush 
as the Biblical books abound in errors, fiction and myth, simi
larly the Jewish and the Christian traditions that are non 
comprised in the Bible may contain much that is true. Just as 
the Old and the New Testament books can not be said to be free 
from orrors, similarly the Jewish and the Christian tra<litions 
containad in other than Biblical books can not be said to be 
wholly devoid of truth. Truth and fiction a.re inseparably 
mixed in both classes of books, and as no story can be declared 
as false merely because it disagrees with Biblical accounts, 
similarly no book ca.n be rejected as erroneous only because 
certain of its contents resemble the Jewish and Christian tradi
tions recorded in some of the apocryphal and other writings. 
There is truth as well as falsehood both in the canonical and the 
outside books. If there is any difference, that may be of 
quantity, i.e, there may be less falsehood and more truth in the 
Bible than in other Jewish and Christian books, but truth and 
falsehood are there in both. Hence a::; disagreement with 
the Bible in certain details is no proof of a Quranic story 
being false, similarly a certain degn!o of conformity between 
certain passages of the Holy Qurau and the Jewish and 
Chris~ian tradition is no evidence of the former being 

erroneous. There is truth buth in the Bible and outside ib, 
as there is falsehood both in the Bible and outside it, and if 
some parts of the Holy Quran agree with the books that are 

• 8peakh1g of the similarity between the Quranic stories and the Christian 
apocryphal books, Muir says : "Though some few of its details do coincide witb 
theae spurious writings, itq 11tatement11, a11 a rule, in no wiae correspond&," 
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outside it, it does not show that the Holy Quran is not a true 

book. Again, there are many true histories that are not to be 
found either in the Bible or in any other Jewish and Christian 
writing, hence if the Holy Quran contains a narl'ative which is 
not to be found in any Christian or Jewish writing, we can not 
declare it to be false merely on the ground that the Jewish and 

Christian writings do not give it. 

Rev. 'risdall thinks even a slight conformity with an apo

cryphal writing a sufficient proof of the falsity of a Quranic passage 

He seems to have forgotten the fact that these writings ,~ have 

been at somet,ime or in some quarters regarded as sacred scrip

ture " (,Jew. Enc., Vol. II, page 2). Besides a very large num her 
of books that were excluded by the early Chnrch, there is a. 

number of books that have been regarded as the Word of God 
by the whole Christian Church for many centuries and which 
are still held as sa,cred by many Christians. Does not Rev. 

Tisdall kn0w that in ~he Greek and the Latin Bibles there were 
many books which have now been excluded from the Bible by 
the Protestants, while theCatholic Church, in theCouncil of Trent, 

formally declared these books to be ca.nonical. These are (a) I 
Esdras; (b) II Esdras; (c) 'l'obit; (d) Judith; (e) 11he Rest 
of the Ch3.pters of the Book of Esther; (f) 'Wisdom of Solomon ; 

(g) Wisdom of J e~us, the son of Sirach, or Ecclesiasticus ; (h) 

Baruch with the Epistle of Jeremiah; (i) Song of the Three 

Holy Children; (j) History of Susanah ; (k) Destruction of Bel 
and the Dragon; (l) Prayer of Manasses ; (m) I Maccabees; 
(n) II Maccabees. These with ,he exception of a, b, and l are 

canonical in the Roman Church. The Bible on which the Kings 
of England still take their oaths at their coronation contains 
book~ which the Church of England rejects as apocryphal. 

If Rev. Tisdall rejects the Holy Quran because it contains 
certain passages which appear to him to resemble the contents 
of the apocrypha, he should also reject the New Testament 
because the New Testament writers have alao quoted or used as 
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authorities a number of books which a.re not found even in the 
Greek Bible. These are'' Jeremiah the Prophet,, (Matt. XXVII, 
9}, ~'The wisdom of God'' (Luke XI, 49), Enoch (Jude 14-
16), Assumpt,ion of Moses (Jude 9), the Apocalypse of Elijah 
(Eph. V, 14; 1 Cor. II, 9), the Martyrdom of Isaiah (Heh. XI, 
37). Christian apologists have used for controversial purposes 
those books of the Greek Bible which are now rejected as 
apocryphal. 

It is, however, neither the Bible nor the apocrypha, on 
which the Holy Quran rests for authority. We do not defend 
its histories by pointing out similarity between them and the 
Biblical or apocryphal writings. We do not say that such and 
such history of the Holy Quran is true, because such and such 
book of the Bible or such and such tradition of the Jews supports 
it. On the other hand, the Holy Quran is itself an authority for 
the truth of its contents. It has proved itself to be the Word of 
God, by means of mighty prophecies which turned out to be true. 
There is hardly a Snra of the Holy Quran, but contains prophe
cies the trubh of which is beyond dispute. It is a revelation and 
therefore every story it gives is a true story. In order to show 
the truth of its histories, we need not turn to this or that book 
of the Jews or the Christians. AU that we have to show 
is that it is th3 Word of God. I have shown in my last two 
articles that the Holy Quran itseif furnishes the surest proofs of 
its being the Vv ord of God. The Christians can not deny that it; 
is a revelation, for it satisfie3 the criteria given in their scrip
tures. The Jews can not deny that it is a revelation, for it 
satisfies the criteria given in their scriptures. No rational man can 
deny that it is the Word of God for it has proved itself to be so 

by means of mighty prophecies which it was beyond the power 
of a mortal to predict and which proved their truth by their 
fulfilment. 'l'he very historiea, as I have shown in a, previous 
article, were prophecies, which bore witness to their divine origin 

by their wonderful fulfilment. Such being the case, what doubt 
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can there be as to their being true histories. They have proved 
themselves to be the Word of God and therefore there can not be 
the slightest doubt as to their truth. It is foolish on the part of 
the Christians to say that such and snch story of the Holy Quran 
is erroneous because the Bible contradicts it or because it 
resembles snch and such apocryphal writing. The Bible, as I 

have shown above, has no title to be taken as a standard, nor the 
mere resemblance with an apocryphal writing can be a proof of 
erroneousness. Truth is mingled with fiction both in the Bible 
and in the apocrypha and in other Christian and Jewish tradition9 
and we have no means to sift their truth from their falsehood. 
Before they use their Bible as a standard to test the truth of a. 
story, let them. first pro•te that it contains pure truth and no 
fiction. But they can not do so. 'rruth and falsehood are so 
inseparably mixed in the Bible that it is now beyond human 
power to separl}te them. Only a new revelation could sift what 
is true from that which is false. rhis has been done by the 
Holy Quran. So it is not wise on the part of a Christian to 
argue that because such and such story of the Holy Quran is 
contradicted or omitted by the Bible, therefore it is false. 
The Bible, I have said, cannot be taken as a standard 
to test the truth or falsehood of a story. If he is really 
a eeeker after truth, let him demand from us proofs of the 
divine origin of the Holy Quran. vVhen it is proved that 
the Holy Qnran is a revelation, no doubt will remain as to the 
truth of its histories. But I have already shown in my previous 
articles that the Holy Qu ran has itself furnished proofs of its 
being a revelation. So let him ponder over these proofs and if he 
finds them indisput.l.ble evidences of its being the Word of God, 
a.s they really are, he must take the histories of the Holy Quran 
a.s true histories. 
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The Christian Doctrine of 
Attonement, VI. 

By Mufti Muhammad Sadiq. --
The way to Salvation. 

Now when ib has been proved beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that the Christian doctrine of Atonement is nothing short 
of an absurdity, and viewed from the standpoints of reason 
and old scriptures, this doctrine presents a very grotesqne aspect 
he Old Testament lending it no support and the sayings of 
Christ giving the lie to it pointblank, the question which 
naturally arises at this juncture is whether or no there is any 
antidote all all against sin, because a sinful life is worse than 
death. 

Fortunately for mankind this problem has been solved by 
the Founder of Islam, Muhammad, may peace And the blessings 
of God be upon him, quite compatibly with human conscience 
and the laws of nature, and we have witnessed a renewal of that 
solution at the hand of his successor, Ahmad of Qadian, not only 
through his forcible claims but through his personal experience 
and powerful signs. 

The latter says :-Since the creation of the world there has 
been only one remedy ai:{ainst sin. When by means of convincing 
arguments and bright signs man attains to that dead certainty 
regarding the existence of God which is, to all intents and 
purposes, tantamount to seeing God, and comes to know for 
certain that the wrath of God is a consuming fire, it is then than 
divine beauty beams upon him, bringing home to him than God 
is the source of all true tranquility and real satisfaction, or. in 

other words God manifests Himself to him in full glory and 

beauty. This is the only way in which passions can be cu11bed 
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and a transformation broughb about in the heart of man. 
['hus, in a net shell, only he can keep clAar of sin who has porfect 
certainty regarding the existence of God and is absolutely 
absorbed in the love and fear of God. Man naturally succumbs 
to the influence of consummate knowledge and when the path 
of destruction stares him in the face, he, of course, stears clear 
of ib. Sinfulness and perfect knowledge can scarcely abide 
together in one heart ......•.•..•. In short perfect certainty is 
the only potion which will heal you and which will assuage 
the excruciating pain of sin. There is no remedy against sin 
under the sun except this. No body's crucificion can relieve 
you from the bondage of sin: no body's blood can hold your 
p~,ssions in check. These and kindred matters have nothing to 
do with real salvation. Pray, try to understand realities and 
learn to muse over truths. Give this a trial just as you give a 
trial to every wordly thing, and you will, then, come to know that 
perfect certainty is the only light which can illumine your inner 
darkness, perfect knowledge is the only aperient which can 
purge you of your inner impurities, and perfect insight into the 
truth is the only elixir which can soothe the sting and smart of 
ignorance." (Review of Religions for 1902). 

The next question which presents itself is, how to attain to 
that perfect certainty. When man strives to couple his faith 
with righteous deeds and girds up his loins to obey God and 
His prophets, the grace of God takes him up by the hand and 
guides him. God says in His Holy Boobi;-

i.:J'° l"f~.c ill J r~ j wl j) 1 c ,#J uil _, t.; J ;,.,, } 1 _, &lJ J ~ i.:J'° J 

l.ii~; J JiJ _, J \!J-~ , c;1~stJ La.I J _, 1 J 1,).4..:::..J J _, e1~.iiJ l,)..aJ J _, i.:J~+;.J J 

L,,:Y,.c &lJ l! usi:.(_, ill J \!J'° J..aAJ 1 ul J j 
Whoever obeyi God and His Prophet is among those who have 
been rewarded by God as the Prophets, the righteous, the martyrs 
in the way of God and the godly men. How good is this 
.companionship which is secured only through the grace of God 
and God is all-knowing.'' Again, if after falling into minor 
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deliquencies man shuns the major sin, those minor concomitants 
of the sin are forgiven. As for instance, a man looks to lust after 
a woman, wal\rs to the place where she is, and finally provides 

means to reach her. In these various states he is committing 
1Sins. But if after going through all those preliminaries he 
repents and shrinking from the culminating stage of the sin 
turns to God, all these elementary slips are overlooked. 

This is in perfect consonance with justice and human 

nature. Refering to this the Holy Quran says,.:; l~ J ) )~~ i.:J 1 
((j lt...., (u.c )Jw 4-.i.c i.:J ,-t" l,. If you remain on your guard 
against all major sins against which you are warned, all 
their preliminary concomitants and prefatory steps will be 
excused. Again the Holy Quran says 1.:/~.c) J.~ o U.-~J ) i.:J J 
o t~ ... J ] i.c•, virtues do away with evils. But such people whose 
deeds are a mixture of good and evil, will combine in them 
elements of both Paradise and Hell. Their case calls forth tho 
necessity of a balance, of which we read in the Bible (I Samuel II, 
3) ,~ This Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are 

weighed.'' This balance has further been spoken of in the 
'l'ahnud (Pesik. XXVI, 157 a) where it is written that whenever 
virtues and evils will be placed in the balance against each other, 
God's mercy will be on tho side of virtues. Here the Jewish 
literature itself explains the term justice indicating that God's 
mercy kicks the beam in favour of the virtues without counter• 
acting His justice. In the same strain God says in the Holy 
Book 1.:1 _,:S.'.li.o.J 1 t~ .._s:1; , t,; 4U!. ) J t" ~lsu i.:J . i 
Only those are saved whose scales are heavier. Human nato :e 
stands in need of a balance in the physical world as well as for 
examination purposes. In some examinations 50 per cent are 
the pass-marks, and in others errors and shortcomings are 
passed over to 2uch an extent that even 25 per cent have been 
considered sufficient for succesa. Up to this day there h.u 
never been an examination in which the condition of obtaining 
100 marks out of a maximum of 108 may ha.ve been imposed 
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on success in a subject, because such a course is against human 

nature. In the case of equality or deficiency of virtue1 the 

following verse of the Holy Books incline man towards hope, 

e,11 &lJJ i...s-s: u~ Ji:,. J _, bJ l..c ll.o..c J _,bH.. r•~ _,; J.? 1 ,; ;k J \:,I) Ji:..1 , 

r~ ... ; J .,~ iS.Ll , 1:.1 , r•tl.c ~ .,1~ 
"There are some men who confess their sins and their actions are 

a mixture of good and evil deeds. God will have mercy on 

them ; He is most forgiving and relenting.'' lb is hoped that 
in the case of such men Ged's mercy will outdo His wrath and 
His grace will save them. It is this very grace of God which 

renders itself consequent on intercession. 

It is a fact that for salvation intercession is a human desi
deratum. Our Christian friends have terribly stumbled over 
the problem of intercession. According to them any body 
who is sinless is entitled to be an intercessor, whereas even 
little children are also sinless. Let us for a moment cast 
a glanco over the material world, and see whether a child 
with all its sinlessness can be a source of recommendation for us 
to a King, or the Prime Minister who after assiduous services 

has attained the nearness of the King. The latter may have, of 
conrse, committed many a political mistake, but they sink into 

insignificance before his great exploits. In the world all officers 
recommend their subordinates but the recommending officer is 
never required to state that the subordinate recommended 
has never been liable for any sort of shortcoming throughout 

his long service. Or when engaging a lawyer for a case, does 
any body ever go so far as to hunt after such a lawyer as 
has never lost a case. What is generally done is that the 
mosb proficient and eloquent lawyer is sought for. The 
material world is a reflex of the spiritual world and affords a 

great deal of guidance for the latter. 
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Thus ib is clear that sinlessness alone can nob entitle any 
one to be a redeemer of mankind. There arc many other quali
fications for tha.t office. Our Prophet Muhammad, may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him, was not only sinleeia hub 
he possessed over and above all the requisitie11 of an intercessor 

which will be dwelt upon further on. The Holy Quran declares 
him to be sinless in plain and unmistakeable accents, Once I 
had a discussion with the Lord Bishop of Lahore on the term 
•~ Asmat," I proved that the Holy Quran pointedly speaks of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him, as sinless, but not of Christ, although all the 
prophets are alike sinless in accordance with the Holy writ, 
but the Bishop has failed to relent it up to this moment. 

In reality the word is 1,:1,o.c li-i.:.. derived from ~ which means 
union. Thus an intercessor is one who is connected with both 
sides, on the one side he has a close connection with God and 
on the other aide with mankind, as if lrn were a different being, 
because in is next to impossible to conceive their supernatural 
enthusiasm for the manifestation of God's glory and greatness, 
and their superhuman sympathy and affection for mankind. But 
in spite of this, those personages are not ali on the same footing 
but there exists a great diversity in their natural excellences. 

The very presence of a holy man among human species be• 
comes the source of iniercession for mankind, for God withholds 

his punishment from them till that holy personality moves 
among them. The Old Testament affords a similar instance. 
When Abraham came to know that God wished to destroy the 

village of Lot for the sins of the people, Abraham prayed to God 

that t:ie village might be :saved provided that there were 50 
righteous men there. God said in reply that He would spare the 
whole village even if there were 50, nay 45, or 40, or 30 or rather 

even 10 righteous men therein, lb is here observable that the 
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existence of 10 righteous men would have proved a source of in
tercession for the whole village. Similarly when the land of 
Pharaoh was beset with pestilential visitations, Pharaoh asked 
Moses to intercede for the people with God, and the intercession 
was accepted. 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him, was a perfect man. His connection with 
God is embodied in the following verse of the Holy Book-\:J J 

~~•J l.J ) ½- J &lJ i_.$'j t~,.., I..S ltSl,.-' J-j _, J 1 _,Lo i.e., I am so 
completely lost in God that my prayers, my sacrifices, my life 
even my death is for God. It is a seal on the perfect relation of 
the Holy Prophet to the Divine Being. I have with my own ears 
heard this verse from the lips of the Prophet himself, may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him. I can not forget that lovely 
figure and that sweet voice. This verse indicates that the Holy 
Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him, was so 
completely absorbed in God that all his actions, nay, even his very 
death were for the sake of God. He had no earthly element in 
his persona1ity and his soul had fallen at the threshold of God in 
most perfect and sincere love. Thus he fulfilled one condition 
most indispensable for intercession. That the other condition of 
intercession was also fulfilled by him is apparent from the verse 

~; J ) _, I ~~ .... _,; y u \:J I),; -...S~ J.l,; vj ~ i. e., This prophet rose 

high towatds God and attained the greatest possible nearness to 
God getting through all the stages of that nearness; then he 
reached the extreme point of humanity and had his full sha.re 
of sympathy and love for his fellow-beings. On the one side he 
had perfect love for God and on the other side he had perfect 
sympathy for mankind. Thus he completely nea.red the extreme 
points-divinity and humanity, and became like a, common 
chord between two arches. He was, therefore, the perfect 
embodiment of all the essentials of intercession, which is 
vouohad for by the Holy Book in the following words :-
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r•' J~1w 1 ., ll.l 1 ., }il"" t; J ~ 4-- r\'-.i1J 1 1 -'""u; J 1 r•; 1 .,, , 
l.~., ; ~ J ~ "'1.J J _, c.)~ ,J J j.., 11 1 

''If those who have tyrannized over their souls, come to you 
and beg God's pardon for their sins and the Prophet also asks 
pardon for them, God is relenting and merciful.'' Again, 

J.'j _,i..., 1.:/ I rt~l~ J..o -' lt! ('</ j' _, r-~ .)\'h'.i ,:r; ~..o rtJ 1 ,~ 1 1.:/~ ~i. 

r~~ t]:.,,., llJ 1., f"J ,:./- '' Take alms o~t of their proper:y and 
purify them and pray £or them; verily thy prayer 1s the 
cause of comfort for them and God isall-knowing and all

hearing. '' Again c.!:J l,i,o .,.J 1 -' \!l~l,. , ... u , J.~j j.J )ill ... 1., 
' Get those, who have wronged you, pardoned and crave pardon 
for the sinful men and women.'' These and similar other verses 
show that the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him, was an intercessor for mankind and that his inter
cession will take up the weak by the hand who will thereby 

win laurels, A portion of this intercession is also vouchsafed by 
the Almighty to the chosen ones of the Prophet's people. The 

Promised Messiah, for instance, during his life-time had several 
occasions when he was permitted to intercede for persons who 
were at the point of death and who are still alive as so many 
living testimonies to the efficacy of his intercession. After him 
the world has seen many an example of the acceptance of his 
first successor's prayers. Blessed are they who accept these 
things and walk on the path of eternal and perpetual life, 

I now close this discourse with a. heart-felt prayer. All

powerful God ! Remove from the face of the earth the blas
phemy of materialism and show your creatures the true way of 
eschewing sin! Open their eyes so that they may see the path 
of truth and get to the fountain of true knowledge and perfect 

certainty and drink deep thereat! Amen! 
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'' Attitude of the Holy Quran 

towards other Revealed 
Scriptures and its claim 

to precedence." 
By M. Muhammad Din, B.A. 

From times immemorial, human society has br.ien obliged 
to bow down before the unseen and the inevitable. It has seen 
limitations put to its ubiquitous enquiry after the unseen and 
the unrealisable. The experience of the learned and the wise 
has led to the discovery of the existence of the prime cause of 
everything and fully exploded the so-called doctrine of the 
spontaneity of commencement. "Some antecedent condition or 
conditions must precede any event." 'fhey have come to the 
conclusion that events do not follow one another irregularly, 
indiscriminately or capriciously. They think, and rightly so 

that every phenomenon of the present is linked with some 
phenomena of the past ; that the present condition of things 
is one end of an iron chain of causation, at the other end of 

which must have been the primary or first cause. 

lb is obvious and self-evident that the primary cause which 
we call by the name of God or Allah or Purmeshwar must be 

infinite in its essence or attributes. On the other hand it is 
admitted on all hands that human faculties and resources 
are after all finite and limited all notwithstanding the insatiable 
thirst and lofty aspirations man may have to the contrary. Our 
every day experience corroborates this. 

Amongst the many advantages of e:x:perienue, one of the 
most valuable is bhat we come to know tbe range of our own 
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powers, and if we are wise we keep contented by within them. 
Man beng finite, cannot understand the infinite, unless the 
infinite comes to his help. This is why we can not say that we 
know all about any and every thing. We can nob say anything 
for certain even about the common things. We can not even 
sound the depths of our parents' hearts, who are so dear and 
near to us. .A. portion we can not know anything about God, 
unless He by His own love and all pervading providence 
reveal something about himself. But God being the Prime 
Cause, it was necessary that this frail humanity should have 
known some of the obligations it owed to that Supreme Being, 
and He in the nature of the case was to reveal His will, not that 
Ho was bound to do 1m, but because the needs of humanity that 
was weltering and wallowing in the mire of its inherent materi
alistic tendencies, required that it should be given something of 
the light without which its existence was mere groping in the 
dark. Hence God in the fulness of His love and mercy revealed 
everything that was necessary for the emancipation of man from 
the bondage of his downward going tendencies. Nay, more 
ho was given to understand that he could make eternal progress 
and hold communion with God Himself. 

Then began that chain of revelation which is the subject 
of this paper. How that chain gained in length and strength 
will be discused here. But before we take up the question 
in earnest, it is necessary for us to have a glance back. 

Man, we came to know, stood in need of revelation from 
on high. We began with experience as our basis and the world 
as a settled fact. Even here our own experience and the 
experience of those that preceded us will act as our guide. For 
instance it is God who sends down rain from the clouds. God 
is Almighty ; He could do this without resorting to any means, 
but still our observation and experience tell us that He employs 
means whenever He wishes to send down rain. No natural 
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phenomenon occurs without the agency or the means. So in 
sending down revelation, God selects some persons from among 
the common run of mankind. They are called the chosen ones 
of God who fulfil His mission here on earth. They are specially 
designed for this purpose. They are the mouthpiece of Heaven 
in a way. They are purified, like distilled water, of every 
impurity. They are pure metals cle11.nsed of every dross and 
it is through these people that God reveals His own will. 

What should be the nature of this revelation would be 
clear now. It is the expression 0£ the will of God in human 
peech. It is what ennobles man's character and leads him 
higher and higher until he soars high in heavens, and seeks 
communion with God and finds rest and comfort in His lap for 
He is the goal of everything. It is at once a code of law and 
spiritual magnetism which directs as well as attractei and 
purifies man. 'I.1his revelation embodied in books, or tablets or 

found in people's memory is designated as the Holy Book. 

Now we come to a somewhat different question. Here on the 
face of this globe we ha.ve got many books whose followers 
claim divine origin for them. The Jews, the Christians, 
the Muhammedans, the Hindus, the Parsis and the Buddhists 
etc., have their own books and each insists upon the acceptance 
of hie own to the exclusion of every other. Had the subject 
been one, though in different tongues, or had there been har
mony of opinion between the followers of different book1a1, all 
would have been well. But the difficulty is that each party not 

only advances its own claims, but also repudiates vehemently the 
claims of all others. The Arya with his Niyoga i.e., (the doctrine 
permitting a woman to have sexual intercourse with strangers) 

and Transmigration, the Christian with his doctrine of Aton3• 
ment and the Crucifixion of God, the Parsee with his gods of 
Good and Evil a.od the Mussalman with his ideas of Forgiveness 

u.nd Submission to the Will of God are all contending for maliter 
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We have discus.sed the necessity of divine revelation but the 
difficulties crop up when we examine individual cases. How 
should we bring order out of this chaos. Where should we search 
for harmony when there is a jarring discord of opinions. The 

Christians and the Jews say that God selected only two tribes 
out of the sons of Israel upon whom He showered his special 
favours nnd let all the world go without them. It appears that 
either these children of Israel stood in special need of revelation 
on account of some of the heinous deeds which they commibted 

for which a special warning was required, or, that God purposely 
intended eternal perdition for the whole mankind with the 
exception of a few favoured ind wellers of the valley of Jordon. 
But the matters did not end here. The Jews and the Christians 
would both differ on the personality of Jesus, son of Mary, whom 
the former regarded and still regard as an impostor, while the 

latter worship him as the son of God. Yet both of them are 
agreed on the fact of an eternal seal having been set to the 
divine revelation. 

So is the case with the Hindus and the Parsecs. They 
believe in the necessity of divine revelation and say that God 
spoke to the sages of yore. But He spoke only in former times 
as if He were like a carbine that has discharged itself once and 
then stands in need of some one bo recharge it. 

Such doctrines look preposterous and human nature revolts 
at the idea of such niggardliness being ascribed to the all
loving God. When humanity is the same struggling mass that 
it once was when God felt Himself responsive to its needs, ib is 
inconceivable why the necessity of divine revelation should be 

dispensed with now. When we have the same cause working 

hore, why should we not expect the same effect. Man and his 

environments remaining the same, why should there be a change 
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in God. By the way, if He is subject to the law of change, 
He is nob infinite, for that would amount to the total 
denial of His existence which we have rea.son to believe as 
imperatively inevitable. It is to the eternal disgrace of these 
systems that they inculcate such doctrines. It is the one source 

of life, which if drawn, would leave mere lees for the vault to 
brag of. When the world was in its infancy, then God was 
merciful enough to reveal His will to thiiil herd of mankind, but 
when that herd increased and mutual wars and feuds sprang up, 
and material tendencies completely shrouded what was divine in 

man, then the all-loving, all-seeing and all-wise God excused 
Himself on the plea that He had expressed Himself once for 
all, though that 'once ' be millions and millions of years back. 

There is another consideration which belies such a doctrine 
as the one stated above. A blacksmith strikes hard when he sees 
the iron hot. He knows the time and the occasion proper for 
such an act. He strikes softly now and then because he aeea the 
moment is not ripe for striking hard. It is his knowledge which 

withholds him from acting rashly. He would be an ill experh 

who does not see the time or the moment. Prescience is the 
one quality that is needful for all exquisiteness in work. We 
have got an ever progressing world before us. It would have 
been an ungainly, and an ill judged act on the part of the Divine 
Being to thrust His will at a time when the world was not ripe 
for the occasion. Or just take the example of a physician. He 
prescribes differently to different patients under his treatment;. 
At one stage of the disease he applies one remedy and at 
another, another. This action of His does nob denote ignorance 
on hie pa.rt. It is His complete knowledge of the working 
or human constitution that makes him prescribe differently on 
different occasions. The same has been the case with human 
nature. It has been evolving itself out gradually. It would have 
boon an unwise and unlovely act of God, had He applied the 

same remedy at every stage. In its onward course humanity 
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has been passing from one lower grade to the nexb higher 
one, and then to the next higher one and so on. Such a conduct 

on God's part would have implied total ignorance of the work

ing of human nature and its need@. 
So far we have seen that the books we commonly call by 

the name of Holy or Revealed Books recognise the need and 

existence of such a thing as divine revelation to man and we 

l1ave also seen that these different system err on the aide of 
restricting it to one period of human history, ignoring human, 

nat,ure on the ono Ride and depriving God of some of the most 
prominent attributes, such as knowledge, wisdom and love, 
without which even God is no God ab all. But herein steps 
in one book with the following proclamation :-

J!. ~!. J.J 1 _, • J~. J.j ~.iJ lo,j J • .1!. ~j lt~; l.l~ )J 1 g,. J ~,. i.:J 1 , 

\!J _,ii )~. rta i .J.o.. l/. 4 j J4:; ~,. J jj ) t,. , 1...>,~J ) J Y l l. ! i.:J ~ 

i.e., ''there has been no such tribe or nation to which a warner 
was not sent, and thou art, 0 Prophet, but one of the waruers. 
Therefore believers are those who believe in what has been sent 
down unto thee, and in what was sent down before thee and 

who put faith in what is to come." The Quran is explicit 

on the subject. It nob only accepts all those revelations that 
were sent before it was revealed to the world, but it also takes 
the responsibility on its shoulders to announce the revelation to 
come. Had there been no such announcement the ardour of 

those who walk and work in the path of righte')usness would 
have cooled down. There would h11,ve been no incitement or spur 
to action. If at this stage of world's development and culture 
people were to be informed that henceforth no discovery could 
be made, nor any new thing invented, provided the rumour were 

true, there would be a complete upsetting of the whole organi
zation. In that case none would take the trouble of meddling 

with these things, Then the world would fall on its evil days 
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again because change is the one condition of healthy life. There 
would be disruption, disintegration and complete breakdown. 
'\Vhen such are the concomitants of unhealthy life, the more 
truly destructive would be the consequences of the cessation 
of di vine revelation to the spiritual life. There is another verse 
in the Holy Book which runs to the self-same tune-and the Holy 
Quran is fnll of such references and allusions-and it is as 
follows:-

6.lJ l~ \!/.-o 1 J.( \.:J _,i.-o ;~..J J , 4-!j \!1.-o 4-!) I J ); 1 lo? J ;.., ,;J J t.:1,. i 
4.l.., J i.:.tto l.)..o. J \!/!:? J Jiu lJ M.w J _, &~ _, 13.{5 llto _, i.e., ''The prophet 

believes in what is sent down to him from his God and the belie

vers do the same. All believe in God, His angels, His books and 
His prophets and they make no distinction between any of the 
prophets. They mn.ke no disparaging comparison c:1.nd contrast.'' 
Herein the Musalmans are ordered to believe and put fai&h in 
all the prophets without any distinction. To crown all there is 
a message of peace to all nations and creeds in the following 
verses:-

Jt,..o.- 1, ,~lb J ;?l GJ J J ji J l..o _, UtJ ) J )j ) l,-11 _, olJ 4 t.i..-o I J _,J .i 
u'J J t,-, _, 0..5'"' ~.c ., -.!s...., -'"° ....,;' ., J l..o _, b t~... }) J _, y Jii~i _, J-:s;,.- 1 _, 

• I.:) , .. 1-,o &J \!l:s;,.j -' r'.i..-o ~.c.. ) \!/~? J ;stj ll i~ J t.:1.-o \.:J )~~.U 1 
t. .. ; t; J _,J i \.:J J _, J _, 1.).1/b J J.si; c.~ r:i.l"' J l.-o Jlo~ J ,.i."° I \.:J t.; 

1:),.0 _, &1J J a:i.i+-o • r~l .. J J {:_~,6..,.,J I ) )lb , o.lJ J r•S:~.{!:_; J !Ji.a.. , .. .i ('A) 

6.lJ J 1 •• i U; )~ l:s;,.:; J J:; • \!/ _, ~.c o.J \!/S\j _, .,.1;i:.~..,, 6.lJ J \!/,. \!/"".o. J 

• I.:) ,-..d.svo °'' \.!JS\j _, 1.{J l. s:: J 1.{! _, liJ lo.s:: l l.i.J _, r~ J , li! J .)lb _, 

k l~ ... ll J _, y _,ii.ft!. _, '3-S\MI I_, v4.~,6.M/ I_, (~lb J ;! l lJJ J \.:J ;1 _,ii r 1 
,u; J t.:1"' _, • o.U 1 (' J rl.c l (':i.j J J, J:; • ,._s- J l.aj _, l ) .., )lb I ); l( 

• \!I )16"' t..,..c J; li? alJ ) l,o J • 6.lJ J \!/"° a l.).i.c i .) l\'..: rlS' 1:1.,..,. 
J _,j I>" l • .c I.:) _,lf-:; ll _, r1~-s' l..o r<J _, 1,;;,o~-S' t..o l,J 1,;;,ol.;. J..i i..o J JD 
\.:J f•~ i.e., "0 prophet, summon these Christians and Jews and 
the Sabians and the followers of other systems by proclaiming 

reverence for all. Say that we tho Muslims believe in God and 
that whi.ch has been sent do,vn to the prophets of yore-to 
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A bra.ham and Ismael and Isaac and Jacob and their descendants 
as well as to Moses and Jesus. No difference do we make between 
any of the prophets and to God are we resigned (Muslims). If 
those summoned respond to your call .:lnd reverence in the s!l.me 
spirit as ye do, then they are the guided, but if they reject 
and turn their backs to you, then verily they are in a state of 
separation from you and a wide gulf divides them from you and 
God will suffice to protect thee against them; and He is the 
hearer and knower. (This is the humanest way possible to 
come to terms with upholders of different religions). Verily 
this is God's baptism, and one who wishes to join this fold, must 
pass through this baptism. We have the Baptism of God and 
who is the better to baptize than God? Ancl Him do we serve. 
Say O Prophet : will you dispute with us about God when Ha 
is our Lord and your Lord! we have our works and ye have 
your works, and we show forth to him a pure faith. "Will ye 
say, verily Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the 
tribes were Jews or Christians? .And who is more in fault than 
he who concealeth the witnese which he bath from God? But 
God is not regardless of what ye say. That people have 
now passed away, they have the reward of their deeds and for 
you is the meed of yours, but of their doings ye shall not be 
questioned." In these verses we find an exposition of that 
religion of humanity from which the people had fallen off. As 
God's worldly gifts are not restricted to any class, clan or creed, 
so are His Spiritual blessings not confined to any one people. 
The religion of Islam is a religion of obedience and resignation 
to the will of God. Whenever any new revelation is sent down 
the Muslims are required to believe in it as well as in those 
that were revealed before-

j.lb » ., ~,ti.c u ,.0,. n; LS' ~lb c}' l:./4'; LS' ~.lb 1..i"' r!i!:J 4. l... t,; 

\!-1 ); jsi.l -i.e., "the revelations will be sent to you time after time. 
O Sons of Adam: therefore whoso believes in the revelation when
ever it comes is guided in the right pa&h and no fear shall touch 
him nor shall he be grieved." Then he who wishes to join the 
pale of Muslim Brotherhood should be ready to sacrifice his 
narrowmindedness and bigotry. He should not refuse reverence 
and respect to the founders of other religious systems-nay he 
should practise them. This was the original purity from which 
other religious systems had fallen off a.nd which Islam hae 
established on the earth. 'fhis was the starting point to which 
Islam drew attention and invited all san01 thinkio~ and 
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God fearing people to join the common brotherhood. If they 
accepted this invitation, that is, they forsook their bigotedness 
and intolerance for wider human sympathy, then of course they 
were welcome, for this was the right path, but if they refused, 
then there was a world of difference between them and the 
.M:ussalmans, for no Mussalman could brook his leaders and elders 
being railed and reviled in his presence. When he respects 
the leaders of other religious systems, why should others dare 
to revile his own. His God forbids him to say aught against 
the gods of other nations for the ignorant will not stop short of 
reviling even the very God of Islam. Such are the behests of 
the Holy Quran. '.11his was the divine ba.pti::,m with which 
Islau:i baptised its followers. God indignan~ly repudiates the 
assertion that Abraham and the host of other people belonged 
to this sect or that. They were Muslims, i.e., their religion was 
rcsignation to the will of God, which is the essence of Islam. 
Like true Muslims they obeyed what was revealtd to them 
and what was revealed before tht:m, aud they l1ad firm faith in 
the revelation to come. 

Now comes in the question of drawing a line of demarcation 
between one revelation and the other. Have we got any hard 
or fast rules to guide us? \V-hy do the Mussalmans act upon the 
ordinances of the Quran to the exclusion of every other book? 
It is a long and complex question, and I shall try my best to 
steer clear of all the difficulties that beset the inquirer after 
truth. To be brief it would be sheer injustice and highhanded
ness on the part of a person who tries to forge any line of 
demarcation where there is, or should be, none. We are ordered 
to believe in each and every revelation that is sent down. We 
are enjoined not to make any distinction. Here at this stage 
comes in the question of Mussalmans following the Quran to the 
exclusion of every other book. For this purpose leti us go a 
little deeper into the question. 

First let us see what is Quran's verdict on this point and 
then we shall try to find out its accuracy in the light of history. 
In the first place the Holy Quran speaks of the former reve
lations as having been tampered with by human agency. The 
writers of those revealed books have hopelei,sly mixed the vVord 
of God with the word of man. It is now next to impossible to 
eift out truth from falsehood. For instance we take up the Bible 
and the Vedas. The former contains some sixty-six books by 
differen~ a.ut~ora. One is at a loss to understand the term of Holy 
Book being given to such story books. Only a short perusal 
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will disclose the fact that it is not a revealed book in the real 
sense of the term. It is a chronicle of the children of Abraham 
that settled in Judea and Samaria. Herein are depicted all 
those vicissitudes which the children of Israel underwent. 
There is very little of inspired matter in it. As history it is 
even inferior to Buckley's History of England, for there we have 
a complete and connected narrative while that of the Bible 
is fragmentary and disjointed. It is only in some such books 
as Dent., Isaiah and Psalms that one comes across some faint 
glimpses of revelation. Even here the authorship by another 
band is quite apparent. Only one instance from the Old Testa
mimt would suffice here. The first five books are said to be 
the work of Moses. Deuteronomy is the fifth one in order. In 
the 34th chapter of this book we find it written •~And the Lord 
said unto him (Moses), this is the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, nnto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying I will give it 
unto thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, 
but t,hou shall not go over thither. So Mo.:-,es, the servant of 
God, died there in the land of .Moab, according to the word of 
the Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, 
ov<!r against .Bethpeor, but no man knoweth of his sepulchre 
1P,t,n this day. And Moses was an hundred and twenty years 
, ,Id when he died, his eye was not dim, nor bis natural force 
abated and the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains 
of Moa.b t,hirty days.'' Now can any sane person say this to be 
the work of Moses? How could he write about his death and 
subsequent mouroing over his loss. 

About the New Testament suffice it to say that the first four 
Gospels contain narratives about Jesus' three years ministry in 
J udcn,. We can .:,hallenge each and every Christian to produce 
any verse or verses purporting to mean that whatever is written 
in these Gospels is a revela.tion from God to Jesus, son of Mary. 
When this is not so, it is idle talk to go on making fuss over 
Christian Revelation and what not. The other part of the New 
'l'estament consists of the Acts of Apostles and their epistles which 
eviden~ly mean the Acts of Apostles after the crucifixion affair 
and. tlrn epistles of Paul and others. There is a considerable 
internal evidence to prove that the first four Gospels are mere 
biographies in a restricted sense of the word. lfor instance, 
Luke begins his book "For as much as many have taken in hand 
to set forth in order ,a declaration of those things which are 
most suredly believed a.moog us, even as they delivered them 
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to us, which from the beginning were eye-witnesses and minis
t~rs of the word, it seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto 
thee, most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know the 
certainty of those things wherein thou hast been instructed •.• '' 
Herein the writer acknowledges the fact that seeing many others 
writing accounts about Jesus, be is encouraged to do the same 
for some person who is evidently not so well acquainted with 
the real story of Jesus. Here there is no mention of divine 
revelation nor the Holy Ghost's assistance, therefore how can 
the Christians venture to put down their books in the category 
of revealed Books? If they are revealed books, one is justified 
to include Aesop's Fables and Plutarch's Lives, &c., in the 
category of Heavenly books. Even to this day we possess a 
collection of the apocryphal Gospels which Christian piety could 
not sanction for reasons best known to itself, but we on our part 
see no reason why they should not be included in the New 
Testament story-books. And that even these story-books have 
been tampered with is admitted by all the Christian writers 
of repute. The last chapter of the Gospel according to John is 
universally conceded to be the result of some later pious fraud. 
Higher critics, both in Germany and Holland, go the length of 
declaring the whole as an impious job. Only the following 
sentences are considered to be actual words of Jesus uttered on 
different occasions-

!. My Lord, my Lord, why hast thou forsaken me. 

2. But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father. 

3. Why callest thou me good, for none is good save the 
father. 

In the face of so many overwhelming arguments against the 
authenticity of the so called Chi;istia.n Scriptures, bold indeed 
would be the man who makes a futile effort to prove the revealed 
character of these books. 

As to the Vedas, even Daya N and could not feel sure of the 
purity of the text of the Atharva Veda, hence his verdict on its 
unauthenticity. A short perusal of the Rig Veda will prove 
that it is nothing but an effusion of a burning soul or souls after 
the conquest and vanquishment of the aborigines of India.. They 
are the outpourings of the rough and the rude who see nothing 
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beyond the elements of nature. They are overawed by the grand 
spectacle presented to them by nature. They do not see through 
these elements. On the contrary these elements are to them 
the very gods. In fact the Vedas ~roclaim_ not_hing but nature 
worship, mixed and confused sometime~ with ideas about. t~e 
Supreme Being, and if God ever occupies any place, that 1s m 
the background. Such book can never be cited as an example of 
the lloly Book. 

When such is the piteable plight to which the so-called 
heavenly books had been reduced, then what should have been the 
measures adopted by the Almighty for the promulgation of a 
New Law. The Holy Quran solves this riddle too. At first it 
pict1tres out the condition~ of the times in as brief and sententious 

a way as is its characteristic. It says, y~) _, .J~J I 1..s3 J l .... iJ) ;v1i 
i,e., the land as well as the sea had become corrupted. The sea 
became tumultuous and stormy. Confusion was reigning supreme 
even in those books which had some semblance of revealed 
character about them. To remedy this evil, it was necessary to 
sift truth from falsehood. God only knows the date and place when 
this chain of revelation began and thA extent to which it had 
already spread. But now truth and falsehood were inseparably 
mixed up with each other and it was impossible for man to 
attempt such a stupendous task. It was God alone who could do 
this and He did it in a way that we will consider now. 

The revelations that had been sent down up to this time 
were of two sorts, the one was of universal character and the 
other of temporary nature. They were intended for the local 
needs and were not of a universal nature. Besides this, the time 
had come when ]Jast and West were to bP- nnite<l into a com
posite whole. 'eherefore there was a great neul for a revelation of 
a universal nature. Therefore in the revealing of the Quran, God 
reformulated wban was of a universal nature in the old revelation 
and added those portions that were not revealed as yet which 
were also of universal character because a new era had dawned 
upon the whole mankind. God begins His new dispensation 
with the following verses :-

61J J 11.-~J IJ U.J J 1..5 ~~ I ~~-5' l~! ft1 I _, J~J I ,, .. i ..> L...iJ I ;~ 

.>.A~ ..)a J i J IJ~ ill J \:J 1 I J.J..c J • ~? J.Q I 1.:1..Lt~ _, -.:1,:i I) l.oJ J 
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~ l·~_; • r!l~:; \:},. ~!. JJ I \:).L., r~ ~f!. 'I r·(J ~~~ ~1, J "-!. Jl • t,:; ;"' 

r!J \&,A~..;, J.., u1.jt; rt~lJ: ~ ... :; 1 , r.Gl ~ l1 ~.tl • .< 1 1 ;~J 1 • et.~:; 

~ i> 1 ll .... ll 1 

i.e., corruption has appeared a.mong the people of the book as 
well as among those to whom no book has been sent down, from 
no unjust motive on God's part, but on account of the misdeeds 
of these people. Know Ye, 0 people : that God has been gracious 
to you. He is going to revive this earth after its spirit,ual death 
that had come over it. He wishes to show you, and direct you 
in, the paths of those righteous people that have -prssed bsfore 
you. AH previously revealed books ,Lrc cont~tincd in this book. 
rro-day He intends to sum up and crown His former revelations 
by the sending down of this book (Quran.) Here there is a 
clear exposition of the position adopted by the Holy Quran 
with relation to other books. It recognises their holy origin 
but it regards their texts as perverted and interpolated. So at 
this juncture it was necessary that those revelations should be 
purified of the dross that was concealing their pure character. 
The former books had become a kind of metalic ore out of which 
pure metal was to be extracted in the fiery furnace of divine 
revelation. ':l'hose who have studied other books than the Quran 
are of opinion that the general essence and the common teaching 
of all is to be found in the B oly Quran. This is why the 
Muslims, though believing in the pre-Islamic revelations, refuse 
to act upon the teachings of other books except the Quran; 
of course it should be so. It is not incumbent to follow such 
perverted and ireterpolated text as would only create confusion 
and Jistrust. The Quran is Tennyson's one law, one element 
a.nd one far off di vine to which the whole creation moved. 

Though the Holy Quran claims the law to have been 
completed in itself, yet, it does not bar the way to future reve
lation. On the other hand, it declares it to be ever open, but 
only to those who follow this perfect law and through it attain to 
union with God. A practical proof of this has been furnished us 
in this age by the ad vent of Ahmad7 the Promised Messenger 
tJf the latter days. 
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