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THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 
VoL. IX.) OCTOBER, uno. (No. 10. 

,~.o.. ;J J i.:;ot:...) J &lJ J r-! 
,~ j!J , 4-J r J 1..S1~ u1..a; ., 11 J..,.S\; 

The Divine Origin of the Holy 
Quran, IX. 

A Reply to the 'Sources of Islam.' 
I have already discussed the so-called Christian sources of 

REv. TisDALL, W IL• Islam. I will now show that even 
LIAM Mum, MR. Ron- among the Christians there is a con
WELL AND PRoFESsoR fl.ict of opinion as to the way in whice 
N OLDI!:KE AT w AR WITH the Holy Prophet (may peace and th 
ONE ANOTHER. blessings of God be upon him) is sup-

posed to have borrowed his teachings 
from the followers of Jesus. Rev. Tisdall makes the following 

statements :-

(a). The Holy Prophet (may peace and .the blessings of 
God be upon him) borrowed his teachings from 
heretical Christians (Y anabi, page 113), such 
as the followers of Marcion and Basilides, i. e,, 

tho Gnostics (page 157, lt!OJ. 

(b ). 'l1hese heretical Christians of Arabia were con
versant with apocryphal writings. '' Some of 
the apocryphal books were current among 
them ; they read them. and recited the tales 
which they contained" (page 113), 
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(e). The Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) lived in close intimacy 
with these heretical Christians (page. 113). 

As I showed in a previous article, each of these statements 
has been flatly contradicted by Rodwell, Noldeke and Muir. 
The first statement of Rev. Tisdall is contradicted by Rodwell 
who says in his Preface to the English Translation of the Holy 
Qura.n: '' In fact, we have no historical authority for supposing 

that the doctrines of these heretics were taught or professed in 
Arabia at all. It is certain, on the other hand, that the Basi
lidans, Valentinians, and otl1er Gnostic sects had either died out, 
or been re-absorbed into the Orthodox Church, towards the 

middle of the fifth century, and had disappeared from Egypt 
before the sixth.'' 

The second statement of Rev. Tisdall is contradicted by 
Professor Noldeke, who, speaking of the Christians of Arabia, 
sa.ys that they ' knew next to nothing.' (Ency. Brit., Vol. XVI, 
page 600.) 

The third statement is contradicted by Muir, who says that 
'' in point of fact, if we except one or two campaigns against 
distant Christian tribes, ancl the reception of embassies from 
them, he came throughout his life into little personal contact 
with the prof9Rsors of the faith of Jesus.'' 

According to Rev. Tisdall, the Christians of .Arabia possessed 
Apocryphal and other Christian writings, and used t-o read them 
and thus the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bles'iings of God 

be upon him), wh:> is said to have been surrounded by these 

Christians, could, through his neighbours, have access to these 
,vritings. Rodwell and Professor Noldeke, on the other hand, 
hold the view that tbe Holy Prophet, (may peace and the bless
ings of God be upon him) acquired his knowledge from no 
written source, but from Christian tradition in the Peninsula. 
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,~ We have no evidence,'' says Rodwell, '' that Muhammad bad 
acccs,; to the Christian Scriptures.'' '' The opinion has already 
beeu expressed,'' snys Noldeke, ',that Muhammad did not make 
use of written sources.'' The opinion of Rodwell and Noldeke is, 
in it.s turn, rebutted by Sir William Muir, who says: "Others 
believe tha.t Muhammad acquired his knowledge from no written 
source, but from the Christian tradition in the peninsula. As 
his sole source of information, however, the indigenous tradition 
of Arabia was altogether insufficient. There is no ground for 
believing that either at Mecca or Medina there existed anything of 
the kind from which could have been framed a narrative agreeing 
ai that of the Quran does in many particulars and even in some 
of its expressions, with the Gospels both genuine and apocryphal.'' 
Thus the statement of Rev. Tisdall that the Christians of Arabia. 
poasesscd and 1·ead Apocryphal and other Christian books is 
rejected by Rodwell and Noldeke, and the view expressed by the 
last named two gentlemen that the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him) acquired his information 
from the Christian tradition in Arabia. is rejected by Muir as 
unfounded. This disagroement among the Christian critics 
clearly shows that they possess no evidence of ;;he fact that the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
borrowed directly or indirectly from Christians. The statement 
ma.de by one is contradicted by another, which ,vould not have 
been the case, if they had possessed any sure proof for their 
allegations. 'f hey do nob have even the shadow of a proof in 
their hands and their statements stand on the sandy foundation 
of mere conjecture. Some of them come forward with the 
statement that certain Gospels were within the reach of 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blossiug:3 of God be upon 
him), but others finding this statement to be totally unfounded 
deny it, and say that he acquired his information from Christian 
tradition prevalent in the Arabian Peninsub. .But Muir rejects 

this view also. He tells us that the Holy Prophet (m~y peace 
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and the blessings of God be upon him) had neither any access to 
any Gospels, nor did he acquire his information from the 
Christian tradition in the peninsula which according to him was 
too scant. ' Apocryphal Gospels' says he, 'were not accessible 
to Muhammac.l,' and 'he came throughout his life into little 
personal contacb with the professors of the faith of Jesus.' 'I1hus 
he practically refutes the allegation generally made by the 
Christians that the Holy Prophet (ma.y peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) was indebted to the Cllt'istians of Arabia 
for the so-called Ch1·istian element in the Holy Quran. Sir 
William Muir has thus spared us the trouble of refuting the 
Christian allegations by himself rejecting them as unfounded. 
He does not endorse the view that certain Christian writings 
were within the reach of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him) nor does he accept as true the 
statement that there was sufficient tradition in Arabia to furnish 

material for the Holy Quran. Thus he deals a death-blow to the 
theory that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessinga of 
God be upon him) acquired his knowledge of Christian history 
and Christian religion from the Christians of Arabia. He also 
denies iha.t there were Christiani of the Gnostic school in Arabia. 
He, thus, rejects all the different views that have been held by 
Christian. writers as to the origin of those portions of the Holy 
Quran that have a bearing on Christianity and we heartily lhank 
him for this service. 

Yet, though he justly rejects the views held by other Chria1-
tianf, he advances a new theory, which, I regret to say, even 
beats the other theories in absurdity. He does not see his way 
to endorse the views held by other Christians because they are 
not based on facts, but the pity is tha.t his own view is not sup
ported by the slightest evidence. After rejecting the view that 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him} had access to Christian Scriptures or that there ,vas suffi-
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cient Christian tradition in Arabia to furnish material for the 
Holy Qura.n Muir expresses his own opinion on the subject in 
the following \Tords :-" But tradition, quite sufficient for this 
end, survived in the southern confi.neR of Syria, and from thence 
no doubt reached Muhammad through some Jewiah medium." 

But the le1trned writer seems to have overlooked the fact that 
just as there is no evidence to suppnrt t,he views of other Chris
tians which he rejects as unfounded, similarly there is not even 
the semblance of an evidence to show that Christian tradition 

was imported into Mecca by the Jews. The mere circumstance 

that there was sufficient Christian tradition in the southern con
fines of Syria does not show that it was communicated to the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
at Mecca, Muir must have be en well aware of the facb thab it 

is mostly the Meccan Surahs thati contain subjects which have a 
bearing on Chrisiia.n history and belief, and, as I pointed out in 
discussing the so~called Jewish sonrces of Islam, there ia no evi
dence to show that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bless
ings of God be npon him) was visited either by the Jews or 
Christians who discoursed with him on religious topics and com
municated to him information about their history and creed 
Muir himself, in spite of his knowledge of Islamic history, has nob 
been able to produce any evidence to show that .lews from Syria 
or Medina paid the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) visits at Mecca and gave him information 

about Christian or Jewish history and religion. If he rejects the 
viem: expressed by other Christians because they are no\ sup• 
ported by fact;.,, we are bonnd to reject his view also, because 
this too lacks the support of facts. If it is absurd to suppose 
that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) had access to Apocryphal or other Gospels or that 
there wali sufficient Christian tradition in the peninsula. to fur
nish materia,l for the Holy Quran, it is even more ab1urd to 

suppose that Christian tradition was brought by the J ew1 from 
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Syria to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) a.t Mecca. Muir has no evidence to support his 
assertion. He makes the same mistake which Rev. rrisdall has 

committed in his book ~he Yanabi. He, like the said reverend 
gentleman, thinks it no part of his business to produce any 
evidenee for hi11 assertions. The very circumstance that what is 
.given in the Holy Quran existed somewhere outside it i~, accord

ing to both these gentlemen, a sufficient proof of the fact that 

the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) borrowed it from that foreign source. Bow and when are 

questions with which they seem to have no concern. Rev. Tisdall 
quotes a Jewish, Christian, Zoroa.atrian or Sanskrit book and hav
ing pointed out the similarity of the pa:,sage qnoted with certain 

of the contents of the Holy Quran, at once jumpi to the conclu
sion that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) borrowed his teachings from that source: Simi
larly, Muir thinks that it was the Chri~tian tradition in the 
southern confines of Syria thav furnished material for the Holy 
Quran, and the only reason for this assertion is that '' tradition, 

quite sufficient for this end, survived" in that country, while in 

the Arabian peninsula, the Christian tradition was too scant to 
serve this purpose. Tradition, 'quite sufficient for this end,' 
may have survivt::d in the southern confines of Syria, but the 

question is, not whether sufficient Christian tradition existed 
anywberd, but whether there is any evidenee to show that the 

Holy Prophet (may peace a,nd the blessings of God be upon him) 

drew upon that source. From Syria, says Muir, the tradition 
'no doubt reached Muhammad through some Jewish medium." 
But is there any proof that the Jews actually served as a medium 
to convey the Syrian tradition to the Holy Prophet ? There is 
only one answer to this question and that is1 no, The very some 
of Muir('' aome Jewish medium") clearly points to the conclusion 
that he bad no proof for his statement. He bad no knowledge of 
any Jew having actually gone to the Holy Prophet (may peace 
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and the blessings of God be upon him) at Meccn., laden with 
Christian tradition from the southern confines of Syria. Speak
ing of the birth of Jesus he aaye :-" It is also possible that some 
one may have repeated to Muhammad from memory, or read to 
him from a manuscript, the narrative in the Gospel containing 
these details,'' and adds, "but thie is mere conjecture.'' But 
the truth is that not only this, but everything elslil which Muir 
llind other Christian critics have sa.id with regard to the sources 
of Islam is ,~ mere conjecture.'' If the stit.tement that some one 
read to the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings o( God 
be upon him) the chapter from the Gospel of Luke givi:ng the 
11tory of the births of Jesus and John is a mere conjecture, the 
other statement that the Christian tradition in the southern con
fines of Syria reached the Holy Prophet at Mecca through some 
Jewish medium is also a mere conjecture. Muir has no proof 
either for the one statement or for the other. Muir bas no right to 
differentiate between these two statements by calling one a mere 
conjecture, and thus implying that the other is not a conjecture, 
but is supported by facts. Both statements are equally un
founded and deserve to be rejected as worthless. 

The very portions of the Holy Quran which deal with 
the Christian creed and history clearly falsify the idea that the 
Holy Prophet ( may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
obtained them through some J ewisb medium. If they had 
reached him through Jewish hands, they ought to have borne 
some marks giving evidence of their transmission through Jewish 
medium. But they bear no such marks. ?>.o sign of Jewish 
animosity and hatred to,vards Jesus is visible in the Quranic 
account of the Jewish Messiah and bis religion. On the other hand, 
everything that is said of Jesus is markedly anti-Jewish. He 
has been cleared of all the charges that have been brought against 
him and his holy mother by the Jews. His mother has been 
declared to be a pure ,voman and he himself has been described 
as a righteous prophet. Agn,in, it has been denied that he died 
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the accursed death of the cross. Even the description of his 
followers is nob such as a Jew would describe them to be. In 
short, the whole story of Jesus belies the assumption that it 
reached the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him) through some Jewish medium. lb is foolish to 
think that the Jews, who are supposed to have visited him at 
Mecca, in~tead of giving him their own picture of Jesus, bis 
mother, his followers and his religion, read to him the Gospel of 
Luke or some other Chris~ian writing. They were the last 
persons to do so. If they had been his informants, they would 
have depicted to him the Jesus of the Talmud. For instance, 
instead cfreciting to him from memory or from a book, the first 
chapter of Luke, as they are supposed to have done, they ought 
to have described the birth of Jesus in the way in which it is 
described in the pages of the Talm1:1d. The inability of the 
Christians to name an earthly father to Jesus would have con
firmed their malicious reports, and we would have had then an 
account of the birth. of Jesus different from the one which we 
now find in the Holy Quran. They could also produce Christian 
scriptures, nay Christian Gospels, in support of their allegations. 
That certain Christian scriptures also endorsed the lying state
ments made by the Jews with regard to the character of the 
Holy Virgin and the birth of Jesus is apparent from bhe follow• 
ing quotation from the Riddle of the Universe by Ernst 
Haeckel. On page 335 the author says:-

" To return to the particular question of the impregnation 
or Virgin Mary by the Holy Ghost, we are referred to the Gospels 
for testimony to the fact, 'rhe only two Evangelists who speak 
of it, Matthew and Luke, relate in harmony that the Jewish 
Maiden Mary was betrothed to the carpenter Joseph, but became 
pregnant withot1t his co-operation and indeed ' by the Holy 
Ghost.' As we have already related, the four canonical Gospels, 
which are regarded ai the only genuine ones by the Christian 
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Church, and adopted as the fonndr.tion of faith, were deliberately 

chosen from a much larger number of Gospels, the details of 
which contradict each other sometimes jmlt a~ freely as the 
assertions of the four. The Fathers of the Church enumerate 
from forty to fifty of these spurious or apocryphal Gospels ; some 

of them are written both in Greek and Latin-for instance the , 
Gospel of Ja.mes, of rrhom·1.s, of Nicodemus, and so forth. The 
details which these apocryphal Gospels give of the life of Christ, 
especially with regard to his birth and childhood have just as 
much (or on the whole just as little) claim to historical validity 
as the four canonical Gospels. Now, we find in one of these 
documents an historical statement, confirmed, moreover, in the 

Sepher rroldoth J eschua, which probably furnishes the simple 
and natural solution of the 'world riddle' of the supernatural 
conception and birth of Christ. The author curtly gives us in 

one sentence the remarkable statement which contains the solu-
tion ........................ '' (The sentence quoted by tihe author of 

the Riddle of the Univeriie contains a villanous attack on the 
chastity of Mary, n,nd therefore I refrain from reproducing it 
here). U ngratefnl Christians! The Holy Qnran has laid them 
under a deep obligation by declaring the mother of .J esns l;o be a, 

pure and righteous woman and has thus ncquitted her of the 
charges which are so obscene that 01,r pen shrinks from repro
ducing them. If the Holy Quran had not cleared Mary of all 
blame, and had endorded the charge which is broughb against 

her, not only by the J·ews but also by many Christians, the whole 
Muslim world would have not regarded the mother of Jesus a.s a 
chaste woman. Still the ungrnteful Christian tells us that the 
Holy Prophet {may peace and the biessingg of God be upon him) 
waa not an inspired prophet, but that he acquired his information 
from the .,I ews. If the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bless-
1ngs of God be upon him) had derived his information from the 
Jeiws, he could not have regardecl him as a righteous" prophet. 
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They represented him as one that was accursed, both in his birth 

and death. An ordinary man, with such a representation, could 

not have takQn him !J.S a prophet. The Christians also could do 
nothing to remove the impress ions which the Jewish representa

tion of Jesus lef't on one's mind. They could not name an 

oarthly father of Jesus, and fully endorsed the Jewish story of his 
cnrsod death. Under such circuin itancts, if the Holy Prophet 

(may peace and the blessings of G\),1 be upon him) had not been 

guided by the light of revelation, ho could not have taken Jesus 

as a, true prophet. It was not through any Jewish or Christian 

medium that he learned of the chastity of Mary. The Jews did 
not represent her as a chf.l.ste woman and the Christians could 
not prove her to be such. He had no earthly means of knowing 

that Mary was a pure woman. It was revelation which gave him 
that knowledge, and if now millions of men believe her to be a 

chaste woman, and her son as a righteous servant of God, it is 
because the Holy Qurao, which has proved itself to be the Word 

of God, has borne testimony to her chastity and to the righteous
n~ss of her son. Yet ungrateful Christians call it a fabrication, 

and represent the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 

God be upon him) as collecting his materials from the Jews. 

The Holy Prophet told the trnth about Jesus and discarded the 
errors both of the Jews and the Christians, which he could not 

have done if the light of revelation had not been his guide. 

In short, there is nothing more absurd than the assertion of 

Muir that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God 

be upon him) acquired his knowledge of Christianity and its 
fouudar from the Jews. Muir has settlei this question once for 
all. He rejects as untenable all the various theories that have 

been advanced by other Christian cr'itics and has thus spared us 
the trouble of refuting them. When a Christian writer like 

Muir says that the views held by other Christian writers with 

rogard to the so-called Christian sources of Islam are not sup-



1910.) TlI:Z: DIYINI ORIGIN 01!' THI BOLT QlHtAN, rx. 407 

ported by facts, there is hardly any need left for us to refute 
them. Our part is done by Muir and we are thankful to him 

for this. All we have to do is to consider Muir's own theory, 
and I have shown that his view also lacks the same support of 
facts which other theories do, and therefore we are bound to 
reject it as he rejects the other theories. Thus our task is 
accomplished and we can say with reason that the Christians 
have net the slightest evidence to show tbat the Holy Prophet 
(may peace and the blessingt; of God be upon him) borrowed 
anything either from the Jews or from the Christians. The very 
divergence of opinion among Christian critics is itself a suffi
cient evidence of the fact that they do not possess in their hands 
any proof worth the name for their allegations, for if they had 
possessed any certain evidence, they would not have differed 

among thcmsel vcs. 

Zoroastrian Sources. 
Having now discussed the so-called Jewish and Christian 

sources of Islam and having shown the baselessness of the 
allegations of the Christian writers, I now proceed to examine 
the. statements of Rev. Tisdall with regard to the alleged Zoroas
trian sources of the Holy Quran. Following is the list of the 
subjeG:ts which according to Rev. Tisdall were derived from the 
Zoroastrian Sources:-

(a.) The lvlfraj of the,Holy Prophet (may peace and the 

blessings of Gad be upon him) i.e., his ascent 
to heaven in a vision. 

(b.) Tho description of para.disc, Lho Houries, the 
Gilman, &c. 

(c.) rrhc angel of death. 

(d.) The Azazil coming out of hell, 
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(e.) The Nu1· (Light} of the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him). 

(j.} The Si1·at. 

(g,) The teaching tlrnt each prophet gives notice of the 
next to follow. 

(h.) The verse, 'In the name of God, the Giver of gifts, 

the Beneficien t.' 

(·i.) The Jinn. 

(j.) Existent motes (Zarrat-·i Kainat). 

or these subjects, cl, e, g and j are not found either in the 
Holy Quran or in any authentic saying of the Holy Prophet 

(on whom be peace and the blessings of God) and therefore it 
will be mere waste of time a.nd spa.ce to give them any con
sideration. Of the rest., the subject f is given in authentic tradi
tions and the others are given in the Uoly Qura.n itself. Subject 
a occurs in Surnh xvii ( 1); subject b, among other Sura.ha, in 

lvi (12), Iv (40), xxxvi (54), arnl xxxvii (38); subject c in vi 
(Gl), vii (35), xvi (35), and xxxii (11); (h) before all the Surahs, 
whether revealed nt Meccn. or Medina, with the single exception of 
a Medina Surah, and also in Chapter xxvii t..30); and i in many 
Surahs, none of which belongs to the Medina period, for instance, 
in vi, (100, 128), xli (24, 29), xv (27) Iv (14), &c. 

Now all the Sur ah that have been named above are :M:ec

can and thus the subjects which are alleged to have been drawn 
from Z }roastrian sources all occur in Surahs of the :M:eccan 

period. Some of them may have been repeated in a Medina 
Surah, but such repetitions are very rare. I wish the reader 
to note this fact, for it will be of great help to us in investigating 
the truth of Rev. Tisdall's allegations. Having shown ·that the 
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all subjects of the Holy Qura.n which Rev. Tisdall traces to 
ancient scriptures of the Zoroastrian religion occur in the S urahs 
revealed at Mecca, I now proceed to consider the means by 
which these subjects are said to have reached the Holy Propheb 
(may peace and the blessings of God be upon him). "Some 
may hold it difficult to understand how Muhammad could have 

obtained such stories and matters as we find in the Coran and 
tradition from Zoroastrian sources ; and further, how it was 

possible for the ' unlearned ' prophet to have become informed 
of them.'' To these questions, he gives four answers which I 
will consider one by one.-

" Firstly,'' says Rev, Tisdall, "it is written in the Rauzat• 
ul~Ahbab that it was his practice to converse in their own tongue 
with people of every nation who visited him ; and hence the 
introduction of some Persian words into the Arabic language ,. 
Thus, according to Rev. Tisdall, it was easy for the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) to 
have borrowed materials from Persian sources, for he could 
converse not only in the language of the Persians, but also in 
the languages spoken by other nations. But the question is, is 
this a fact? Does Rev. Tisdall really believe it to be true ? 
Does ha think that the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the bles-
3ings of God be upon him) was a. polyglot who could speak 
many languages ? Does he put faith in the statement that the 
Holy Prophet (on whom be peace and the blessings of God) 

" conversed in their own tongue with people of every nation who 
visited him.'' If Rev. 'fisdall is an honest man, he will tell us 
plainly that be has no faith in this statement. There is no 
doubt that he regards this statement as no better than a fable, 
Yet he produces this statement as a proof of the fact that the 
Holy Prophet (on whom be peace and the blessings of God) 
could easily borrow from Zoroastrian sources. 

There is no reliable tradition showing that he could !peak 
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foreign languages, but Rev. Tisdall has no cJnoern with the 
reliability of a tradition. He always voraciously seizes every 
assertion, no matter however fictitious it may be, when it serves 
his turn. Muir and many other Christian writers have written 
biographies of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) but none of them have recorded anything 
showing that he knew other languages than his mother tongue. 
But such is Rev. ,l'isda.U's love of truth that he advances this 
very thing as a proof of the fact that he learnt many things 
from the Persians. But for Rev. Tisdall's sake, \Ve may take it 
for granted that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) could speak the languages of many nations 
and among them, that of the Persians. Does this show that 
he borrowed many things from the Persians? I have already 

shown that the subjects which Rev. Tisdall claims to have 
traced to Persian sources belong to the Meccan period. Now it 
is the duty of Rev. Tisdall also to show that tihe Holy Prcphet 
(on whom be peace and the blessings of God) was visited at the 

city of Mecc~ by many Persians who were well versed in their 
religious literature. But unfortunately for the ReT. 'fisdall, no 

Persian, learned or unlearned, ever came to Mecca while the 
Holy Prophet was there. If there came any, let Rev. Tisdall 
or a.ny of his Christian friends prove this. In order to show 

that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) borrowed many of his teachings from the Zoroas
trians, he represents him as familiar, not only with the language 
of the Persians, but also with those of many other nations 

• 
Really he does not belie,e this to be a fact. He quotes the 
Rauzat-ul-A.hbab, not because he thinks the statement to be 
true, but only to deceive simple Muslims. But I regret to say, 
he has ma.de only a fruitless attempt, for even if it be supposed 

that the Holy Prophet (on whom be peace and the blesoings of 

God) ff'as conversant with Persian, it does not sho,r that he 
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le.\rnt the teachingi; in question from the Persians, unle11 it i1 
ahown that the poople of Persia were wont to visit him at Mecca 
where the said teachings were revealed. 

The second ans,Yer which Rev. Tisdall gives to the question 
'' how it was possible for th~ unlearned Prophet io have become 

informed" of these subjects is as follows : 4
' Again/' eays he, 

'
4 as the Propet introduced Jewish tales, and also the stories 

and customs of the Arabian heathen, into the Quran, what wonder 
that he should do so likewise with Persian tales.'' I have 
n.lroady shown the ba-ielessness of the charge that the Holy Pro
phet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon himJ borrow
ed anything from the Jews or the Christians. 'l'he stories of the 
Ho]y Quran are not related there as atories but as prophecie11 
which bore witness to their divine origin by their fulfilment. 

Even the stories of such people as Ad, and Thamood, &c., with 
which the people of Arabia are said to have been already 
familiar are told in the Holy Quran to serve as warnings. I 
have already discussed this subject at some length. But even 
if, to please Rev. Tisdall, we take it for granted that the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be npon him) did 
borrow certain subjects from the Jews and the Christians, 
this can be no answer to the question, how it was possible for 
the unlearned prophet to have become informed of Zoroastrian 
teachings. Following this line of argument, Rev. Tiadall might 
with equal reason, or rather with equal unreasonableness, a.sser, 
that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be 
upon him) borrowed his teaching~ from t,he Red Indians or the 
Maories of New ZAaland. 

Now comes the third answer of Rev. Tisdall which, in hi• 
opinion, is the strongest of all. '' In the Sirat-ul-Rasul," says 

he, '' we learn that Muhammad had among the Companions a 
Persian called Salman, who at the siege of Medina advised him 
to surround the city with a trench, and when fighting with tho 



(October 

Thackif helped the Muslims with a CaLapnlt. Now it is said 
that some of the Prophet's opponents spoke of this person as 

having assisted him in the composition of the Quran, an 
acc1111ation noticed in Surah :x:Ti, 105......... Hence even from 
\his history it is clear that the Zoraostrian writings formed one 
or the Sources of Islam." To expose the absurdity of the supposi
tion that it was through Salman the Persian that the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
learned the subjects in question, I need only point out the fact 

that it was at Medina that Salman the Persian joined the Mus
lims while the subjects referred to by Rev. Tisdall belong to the 
Meccan period. Rev. Tisdall is a very unfortunate critic. He 
always leave■ the element of time out of consideration. He tells 
us that such and such teaching reached the B oly Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) through such and 
1uch person, but never takes into consideration the fact whether 
the said teaching was published by the Holy Prophet before the 
arrival of that person or after his arrival. Thus he speaks of 
\hree passages of the Holy Quran, which, he says, were brought 

to the Holy Prophet by Mary the Oopt from Egypt. One of 

them occurs in Sura Ma1'yam (xix) and the other two in 
Sura& xlii and ci, respectively. Now it so happen~ that all 
the■e passages belong to the early Meccan period, while Mary 
wa■ 1ent to the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the bless~ 
inga of God be upon him) while he had li.ved for about 7 
years at Medina,. One of these Suras was revealed to him 
a, least 14 years before Mary arrived at Medina. Yet Rev. 
Tisdall tel11 us that it was from Mary that he acquired these 
pauages almost word for word. Similarly the subjects of the 
Holy Quran which Rev. Tisdall traces to Zoroastrian sources all 
belong to the Meccan period, while Salman "horn he described 
as the medium through which the Holy Prophet (may peace and 
,be blessings of God be upon him) acquired know ledge of Zoroas
trian 10ripturea joined him at Medina. It is strange tha., the 
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Holy Prophet 1hould haYe acquired knowledge of many subjects 
from Mary ihe Copi and Salman \he Persian long before he came 
in contaci wiih them and before he had any knowledge of their 

existence. The world has, indeed, found a past master of criticism 

and research in Rev. Tisdall ! How justly indeed does he de
servo the praise which hi1 translator, Muir, bestowi on him, when 
ipeaking of his book:, be iays : '' The Source• is a noble work, 
and reflects high distinction on the writer." This is a. book:, 

which reflects ' high diatinction' not only on its author but also 
on its tra.nalator, who, in spite of hia acquaintance with Islamic 
history, has permitted himself to give an English garb to a book 
which represents the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bleasings 
or God be upon him) as acquiring knowledge of many teachings 
from penons who came to him years after he had publiahed 
those teachings both among his friends and foes. This high 
distinc~ion, however, is not the solo property of Rev. Tisdall and 
his translator, Muir, for a third eminent Christian writer also 
cornea in for a share. This is J. M. Rod well, M. A., Rector of 
Sb. Ethelburga, London, and Tranalator of the Holy Quran. He 
also makes the same fooliih blunder which Rev. Tisda.U has 
made. Speaking of Salman the Persian, in hia Introduction to 

the Translation of the Holy Quran, he 1ays thah to him the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 
"ma.y have owed the descriptions of he1nen and hell which are 

ant.logou1 to those of Zendavesta.'' lb is indeed regrettable that 
men who haYe 10 poor a knowledge of Islam ahould presume io 
pose as critics and should mislead the world by their ignorant 
judgments. Rodwell ha.a arranged the Suras of the Holy 
Quran in chrouological order, and he must have seen that the 
very earliest SurAS of the Meccan period contain de1criptions of 
heaven and hell which he says are analogou1 to those of Zend
avest&, and if he had poseessed even a faint acquaintance with 
Islamic hi.tory, he would not have commiited himself to the 
ridiculou11 error of representing the Holy 'Founder of I1lam as 
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borrowing these Quranic paseages from Zoroastl'ian sources 
through a man who joined him long after he hn.d published the 
said pa~sages. 

In order to support his allegabion that it wa.1 from Salman, 
the Persian, that the Holy Prophet ( may peace and the bleii11ing! 

of God be upon him) acquired the knowledge of many Zoroaiiltrian 
ieachings, ReT. Tisdall says : "S0111 v of the Prophet'i opponent, 
spoke of this person as having assisted him in the composition of 
the Quran, an accusation noticed in Surah Xl'i, 105, as follows :-

' And, verily, we know that they say, Truly a certain man 

teacheth him ; but the tongue of him unto whom they incline is 
a foreign one, \Thile this is the tongue of perspicuouiil Arabic'.'' I 
have already noticed this verse in a previous article aud there~ 
fore ii iiil needlese to repeat the same remarks here. I may only 
point out here that this verse also belongs to the :Meccan period 
and therefore it cannot refer to Salman, and the asii1ertio11 of Rev., 
Tiida.ll that the verse in question refers to Salman throw1 further 
light on his ignorance. Besides the verse does not epeak of 
aesi1taince in the form of furnishing materiala for the Holy Quran. 
The words of the verse clearly show that ii is literary assistance, 

i. e., helping in the style of the Quranic composition, that is 
meant here. 

There is one circumstance which has completely demolished 
the whole critieism of the Christian writers. It ii a curious fa.et 
that the subjecti of the Holy Quran which are alleged to have 
been borrowed by the Holy Prophet (may peace and the bles11. 
ings of God be upon him) from the Jews, the Christians or the 
Zoroas,rians occur almost wholly in the Surahs revealed at Mecca, 

while ihere was not a single J e,,-, not a single follower of Jesus, 
and not a. single Zoros.s trian in ,hat city, nor is there any evidence 
of iheie people ha,ing visited the Holy Pro~)het (m:iy peace and 

ihe blessings of God be upon him) at Mecca. Indeed there were 

one or \)To Chrietian ilavu, who were amoni' the earlit,1t coR• 
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vcrts to hla.m. But these had been carried off in boyhood and 
no reasonable man will think them for a moment to have been 

familiar with the histories which we find detailed at length in 
the Meccan Suras. One of them, for instance, was Zaid, 

of w horn Muir says : ~- Za.id was still a child when, 

journeying with his mother, the company was waylaid by a band 
of Arab marauders, who carried him away cd.ptivo, and sold him 
into slavery.'' (Life of .Muhammad, page 33). So it. is foolish to 

think that these childrtn furnished the Holy Prophet {may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) with materials. 
'l'he Christian writers recognise this fact, hence their resort to 
other theories. In short, the occurrence of almost all the sub
jects traced by Christian writers to Jewish, Christian or Zoroas
trian sources in Ueccan Suras, is a very unfortunate circumstance 
from the Christian point of view, for it destroys all their 
theories. It is simply impossible for them to show that the Holy 
Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) had 

found means of communication with the Jews, the Christians or 
the Zoroal!ltria.ns at .Mecca. Unfortunately for the Christian 
writers, neither the Jews, nor the followers of Jesus, neither 

Salman the Persian, nor Mary the Copb were with the Holy 
Prophet at Mecca, nay, they are not even known to have paid 

him occasional visits and narrated before him thefr histories. So 
thir. ~ingle circumstance, viz., the occurrence of the subjects in 
question in Mcccau Suras, is a decisive blow to the various 
Christian speculations as regards the origin of the Holy Quran. 

':I.10 return to the so-called Zoroastrian sources, Rev. Tisdall 
may say that a~ least the teaching regarding the S·irat which is 
found in auhheotic traditions may have been learnt by the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) from 
Salman the Persian. True, the teaching with regard to the 

Sirat is not given in the Holy Qura.n in express \Torda, but tho 
commentators see a reference to it in the verse :-
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This verae occurs in Surah Maryam, which, again, i1 one of 
the earliesi lf eccan Suras. But eTen if we suppose that thi1 
verse contains no reference to the Sirat, thi:m also it does not 

follow that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him) learned this teaching from Salman. In order 
to ahow that the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him} learned this teaching from Sa.Iman, let ReY. 
Tisdal! firstl sho,,. that this teaching was not given at Mecca. and 
th«m quote some evidence to 11how that ihe Holy Prophet actually 
learned this teaching from Salm.an. I£ the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) could give other 
teachings alleged to have been borrowed from Zoroastrian 
sources, without the aid of Salman, he could give this teaching 
also without his aid. It is simply absurd to represent the faith
£ ul followers of the Holy Prophet as instructing him in the 
hi1toriea and teachings of Jewish, Chri11tiau and Zoroastrian 
reljgion, and then continuing to believe in him as an inspired 
prophet when he published those very histories and beachinga as 
divine reTelations. 

The fourth answer which Rev. Tisdall giYes to the question, 

how ii was possible for the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
bleasings of God be upon him) to have acquired t\ knowledge of 
the subjects in question i1 as followa :-

,, Wo learn from Arabian and Greek historian!'! that preTiou■ 

to Muhammad'• birth, and during his life, many pa.rt!I of the 
peninsula. were ruled over by Persian Kings. For example, 
Ke■ra Nousherwan having sent an army to Hira, put do,Tn 

Ha.rith the king, and in his room placed the sub-servient 
Mandzar on the throne. He also aent an army to Yemen and 
having expelled ihe Abyssinian invaders, restored the o]d king, 

whose progeny followed him in the government of the land. 
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•••••. It is clear then that both in the time or Muhamml\d 
and previously, the Persians had constant intercour■e with 
Arabia; and being incomparably more learned than its ignoran, 
people, must have had an important influence on their religion, 
on their customs and on their knowledge at large." 

The only parts of Arabia over which the Persians had 
control were Yemen and Hira. The two invasions referred to 
by Rev. Tisdall took place not previous to the time of the Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) bu, 
in his li£e time. The proTince or Yemen was originally 
governed by descendants of Kabtan and Himyar (the dutky). 
They are said to have reigned for about twenty•frH hundred 
years. Their sovereignty was at last o•erthrown in 529 A. D., 
i.e., only about 40 years before the birth of the Holy Prophet) 
by an Abyssinian invasion, but was re-established in 603 A. D. 
as a dependency of ,he Persian empire. Thus the event referred 
to by Rev. 'risdn.ll took place in 603, i.e., when the Holy Prophet 
(may peace 1L111l ~he blessings of God be upon him) was between 
30 and 40. The kingdom of Hira or Heera. was abolished by 
(Jhosr .. c:s or Kesra seven years later, i.e., in 610, after ,he Holy 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him) had 
entered his career as a prophe,. Now the following consider• 
ations give the lie to Re,. Tisdall's conclusions : 

Firstly, the invasions referred to by him took: place on 
dabea which were almost identical with the date of the com
mencemeni of the Holy Prophet's career. Now, the subjects 
in question, such as the descriptions of heaven and hell, the 
formula.. Bi:,millah, &c., occur in the very earliest Suras of 

the Holy Quran, and it is inconcei..-able that the two military 
cxpeditiens of the Persians resulted in the immediate trant• 
miesion of these subjects to the Holy Prophet a, 1lecca. 

Secondly, ,he two provinces were nob oeeupied by the 
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Persian■ and there was no settlement of the Persian people. 

In the case of the one the rule of the old dyna.9ty of Himyar 
which had been expelled by t,he Abyssinians was re-established, 
while in the case of the other, Rev. Tisdall himself tells us that 
the Persian army only put down the old king and in his room 

placed another king named Mandzar. There being no Pettle

ment of Persians in these provinces, the doctrines and teachings 
of the Zoroastrian religion could not disseminate themseh·es so 
rapidly in Arabia. as to reach the Holy Prophet. (may peace 

and the blessings of God be upon him) at Meeca. in a year 
or two. 

Thirdly, both these provinces lay on the extremities of 
.Arabia and at a great distance from Mecca. There was little or 
no intercourse between these provinces and the city of Mecca.. 
The province of Yemen formed thA south-west corner of the 
Arabian penin,11la, while Heera was situated in the north 
easterly province of Arabian Ira.c. 

Fourthly, Rev. Tisdall speaks of the influence of the Persians 

on the customs, the religion and tho knowledge of the Arabs, but 
he can nob quote any evidence of that influence among the people 
at large. He cites the example of Nadhr son of Al Harith, who, 
one d21,y after the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 
of God be upon him) had left an assembly of the Quraish in the 

Ka'aba, came in and told the Quraish stories of the great 

Rustem and of Isfaudiyar and the kings of Persia a:id then said, 

'' I ■wear by the Lord, the stories of Muhammad are no better 
than my own ; they are nothing but tales of the past which 
he bath written out, just as I have written mine out." If one 
o:- two Persian tales were known t,o a certain opponent of the 
Holy Prophet {may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him) who had been to foreign lands, this does not show that the 
two military expeditions of the Persians against two remote 
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provinces had exercised an enormous influence on the religion, 
customs and knowledge of the Arabs. On the other hand, 
the tradition, if true, only shows that the said stories were at 
that time known only to the son of Al-Haris and that they were 
strange stories for the rest of the Quraish. 

Fifthly, a mere glance at the subjects which have been 
traced to ancient Zoroastrian scriptures will suffice to show the 

absurdity of Rev. 'risdall's assertions. They are 1ubjeets which 
can not be supposed to have diffused themselves among the 
Arabs merely through one or two military expeditions, so that 
traversing the deserti of Arabia, they at last reached the ears of 
the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon 
him). I request the reader to go through lihe passages which 
he quotes from ancient Zoroastrian books and then consider 
whether it is imaginable thatJ their contents ,vere so widely 

diffused among the Arabs that they at last even reached the Holy 
Founder of Islam who gave them a place in the Holy Quran as 
divine revelation. I will give here a few instances of these pa.s-

ages :-
(a.) '' There is a work,'' says Rev. Tisdall on page 210, 

" believed by Zoroastrians. to have been written 
in the language of heaven, and, about the time 

of Khuarau Parwez, to haTe been tram1lated in 
the Da.ri tongue. It comprises fifteen booka 
said to have der,oended on fifteen prophe\s, 1astJ 

of all came the sixteenth, Zoroaster b.imself ••• 
'11he ::,econd verse in each of these book opens 
with :-In the narne of God, the Giver of Gift•, 
th, Benefie~nt; similar to the words at the 
opening of all the Suras,-' In the name of 
God, the Merciful and Gracious.' lVe also find 
the first words in another Zoroastrian book, 
Dinaka1t, to be very similar, namely, In the 
name of Ormaicl the Oreator. '' 
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(b.) The teaching with regard to Sirat is supposed by 
ReT. Tiedall to have its source in the foJlowiilg 

passage of Dinakart : " It is good for me to 
abide in the Bright way, lest I arrive at the 

severe punishment of Hell, that I may crosa over 
Ohinavad and may reach that blessed abode, 
full of odour, entirely delightful and alway11 
bright." 

(e.) The description given by the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) 

of hi11 11piritual ascent to heaven was, according 
to Rev. 'risdall, borrowed from the following 
passage of Arta Viraf Namak, a Pehlvi book 
writien in the days of Ardashir, some 400 years 
before the Hejira; "Our first advance up

wards was to the Lower heaven ••... and 
th~re we saw ihe Angel of those Holy Ones, 
giving forU1 a flaming light, brilliant and l~ty.'' 
We are iben told that Arta extended similarly 

to the second and third heavens and to many 
others beyond. ''.lt the la&t," says Arta, "my 
Guide and the Fire-aniel having shown me 
paradise took me dowu to hell." 

These three instances will suffice to show the absurdity 
of ReY, Tiadall's statement that the subjects which he tracea to 
Zoroastrian sourcei must have been curreni among \he Arabi, 
owing \o the invasions of Yemen and Heera by the Tictoriou1 

armies of Keua N awsherwan. There is no evidence to ehow 
\hat the Persians had exercised such influence on the religion, 
customs and knowledge of the Arabs that the latter had 
become familiar even with such contents of their scriptures 
a1 those given above. Is there a.ny evidence, for instance, to 
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~how that the Arabs possessed knowledge enongh of Zoroastrian 
scriptures as to know that certain of these scriptures commenced 
with a formula like the one which stands at the head of each 
Sum. In short it is simply unreasonable to assert that the 
Persin.n expeditions against Yemen and Heera had exercised 
such an enormous influence on the whole of Arabian Peninsula 
that in a few years the very contents of their old scripturea 
were diffused throughout the Peninsula until the Holy Prophet; 
(may peace a.nd the blessings of God be upon him) obtaining 
their k:no,Yledge gave them a place in the Holy Quran as divine 
revelation. 

The truth 1s that God has been raising prophets in all 
lands. They brought the same teachings and they had similar 
experiences. Hence if certain passages of the Holy Quran 
correspond to certain contents of the ancient Zoroastrian scrip• 
turcs, and if the Holy Prophet of Arabia (may peace and 
tho blessings of God be upon him) had experiences similar to 
those of au ancient Prophet of Iran, this does not show that the 
Holy Prophet had found access to ancient Zoroastrian scriptures 
or had found means of communicating with men learned in 
Zoroastrian scriptures. Ou the other hand, such parallelisms 

and such analogies, in the absence of there being any means of 
communication, are a clear proof of the fact thab all these book■ 
had originally come from a common source, and that all these 
teachers were the messengers of the same Being. These paralle~ 
Iiams a.re not confined to Islam and Zoroastrianism a.lone, they 
exist in all the great religions of the world. These similarities 

exist nob because these prophets borrowed their teachings from 

ono another, but because they received their revela.tions from 
the same sources. They appeared in different times and in 
countries; bnt ~hey all gave the same teachings and had different 
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similar experiences and this is an undeniable proof of the fact 
that they all received their inspirations from a. common source 
Thus, Bev. Tisdall, by pointing out similarity between the 
teachings and experiences of the Holy Prophet and other great 
teachers of the world, far from showing the Holy Prophet 
to be a fa.bricaior, only establishes his truth. 
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The Promised Messenger. 
By Qazi Abdul Haq. 

In a recenb number of the Vedie Magazine there appear■ 

an article under the heading '' The Ad vent of the Rdeemer '' 

from the pen of an anonymous correspondent styling him1elf 
" an Indian Nationalist.'' He starts with the following quo,a
tion from a recent lecture of the Rev. C.W. Scott Moncrieff, M.A., 
late Warden of St. John's College, Auckland, N. Z:-

,, There are many, throughout the world, men of different 
races and religions, men looking from different points of view, 
who look for the coming of a great teacher. So to-day in India. 
wandering preachers foretell the near coming of the J agat Guru, 
the world teacher. The thoughtful Buddhist, if you press him, 
admits th:1t the coming of Maitreya Bodhisattva may not be far off. 
The Mohammadan looks for the appearance of a great prophet 
who shall reconcile the religions of the world. Different Christian 

preachers and sects proclaim the near coming of the Christ and 
the end of the age. And then again, from the standpoint of a 
thoughtful man of science, a writer like Sir Oliver Lodge hails 
the near advent of a great teacher, the sound of whose approach
ing footsteps some ears are already quick to catch. Now• can so 
universal an expectation remain long without fulfilment?and what 
if all are right? What if the Lord Maitreya, the Bodhisattva, 
the world teacher, the expected prophet, the Christ, of whose 
second ad vent some Christians yet oherish the hope, be one and 
the same 'feacher, Guide, Inspirer of the whole world's spiritual 
life, Wisdom-Truth, Lord of Love and compassion, He whose 
name ia kindness ? '' Further on ;-''And if you have followed 
me so far in the survey, I have attempted to give of the world's 
changing thought, scientific and religious, I think you will agree 
with me that, if there be indeed such a teacher, such a grea\ 
one, one who is nob the private possession of any separate seo, 
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or religion, but the Light of the World, and if in very truth, 

he be coming soon, the nature of his work, when he comes, 
may be summed up in these words :-' The reconciliation of 
the great religions with one another and the reconciliation of 
religious and scientific thought.' '' And again-

'' The great teacher will introduce a civilization purer, 
more spiritual, more humane, more tolerant, and brotherly than 

our civilization of to-day." 

After this the writer in the Vedic Magazine briefly alludes 
to the ancient prophocy of the J ows that the world redeemer 
would come. They kept eagerly waiting for him. '' But lo ! 

when he appeared before them, they knew him not." 'l'he 
writer further likens the conduct of the leaders of the Theoso
phical Society to the Ancient Jewish people or rather to the 
foolish Virgins in the Parable, " who watched for the coming 
of the bridegroom the whole night, but went to sleep just as 

Ilo camo and passed by them,'' and jumps to the conclusion 
that the world-redeemer referred to in the above quotations is 
Rishi Da.ya.nanda.. 

One wonders how the Arya Samaj has the face to find in 
Rishi Dayananda the fulfilment of the prophecy met with in all 
the great religions of the world with regard to the ad vent of a 
great teacher in the latter days when the Sa.maj believes that 
the utterers of the prophecy, the founders of these religions, 
were one and all impostors, If the Arya Samaj had not 
questioned the divine origin of these religions which foretell 
the coming of a great reformer in the latter days, and if the 
Arya Samaj had not reviled the progenitors of all these religions 
into whose mouths the prophecy had been put, the claim of the 
Sama.j on behalf of their Rishi to the office of the predicted 
Reformer might have been said to be worthly of consideration. 
But in the existing circumstances, when the wholesale denunci

ation of all great religions by the Sama.j writers and the foulest 
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invectives uaed so unsparingly by the members of the Samaj 
of the great leaders of these religions, are still jingling in the 

ears of the public, the claim set forth in the pages of the Vedie 
,,llfagazine for the Rishi sounds like a presumption at once bold 

and arrogant. A claim based on the predictions of impostors is 
a sufficient refutation of its own-self. If, however, the Arya 
Samaj longs to make their Rishi the object of this prophecy, it 
should first of all countermand its vilification of the leaders of 
all those religions which are the embodiments of this prophecy. 
Until this is done, the claim of the Arya Samaj musli remain 
the laughing-stock of the general public. 

Besides this, Rishi Daya Nand's position falls far too short 
of the claim of the Samaj. He was not an inspired p~rsonage. 
His teachings, however sound and lofty the Samaj may consider 
them to be cannot, of course, be free from error, for to err is 
humitn and the Rishi was no exception. As a. human being, all 
human frailties clung to him. Any teachings which are not 
thcmsel ves frpc from the possibility of error, can scarcely free 
others fron1 the grip of error. Yet the same is the cn,se with 
Rishi D.~ya Nand's teachings. Not inspired by God, he was as 
much liable to fall into error as any other man and as such him

self stood in need or someone else to guide him. Ma.n is weak in 
nature, savage and ignorant in origin, and without di'f'ine light, 
it is more tha.n impossible for him to dispel the gloom of 
ignorance. All the fa.culhiea of man would have for ever 
remained latent and dorma.nt, but for the divine sunshine 
which dawned upon him from time to time in the form of 
reYelation. It is, therefore, clear that anyone who undertakes 
the regenera.tion of ma.nkind must be himself guided in all hi, 
doings by God; otherwise error guiding error will be a seen~ of 
dire destruction. 

Again Risbi Daya Nand never during his lifetime gave 
himself out as a world-redeemer. Th.is poabhumous claim to 
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thie high office i1 an afterthought which occurs to-day to his 

followen. It is indeed a good service which the Ary& Samaj 
has taken into its head to render its founder to-day. But 

unfortunately the idea occurs at the eleventh hour or even later. 

This idea would have been very appropriate and opportune if 
it had flashed upon the Rishi himself while the latter was on 
earth. Now it is no wonder if the idea receives scant attention 

from the public. 

Moreover the teachings of the Rishi as embodied in the 

Satyarath Parkash can not serve to bring about a reconciliation 
of the great religions with one another, because in it the Rishi 

does not shrink from the use of abusive language for the leaders of 
other religions, which has so far engendered religious animosity, 
fomented racial feeling, and excited party spirit. He indulges, 
in this work, in a criticism of other religions without the leasfl 
regard for the feelings of their votaries. His criticism is through
out adverse and no man outside the crabbed pale of Arya Samaj 
can go through this publication without & shudder. Himself 
an unread man, he seems to feel satisfied or rather puffed up with 
the poor information, he is able to glean from the garbled reports 
of his equally unlettered followers. Had he studied the reli
gious literature of all the religions ho had a mind to critcise 
and after acquiring first hand information about them, found 

fault with them, his caviling and carping, howsoever offensive, 
would have been allowed to pass muster as bona-fide criticism. 
But as the matter stands, the only source of his information is 
the hearsay tales and the second hand knowledge of some of hi1 
followers who used to fish information for him not from the 
original books of other religions, but from some of the smatterers 
and charlatans whose number is legion in every religion\ 
and who often aucceed in passing for a.uthoritiee among ignorant 
masses. 

The advocates of e,ery religion thus oriticiaed naturally 
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feel cut to the quick and irrPsistably provoked. The Rishi, 
thArefore, had at times to be paid back in his own coin to the 

great displeasure of his followers. As a result the Rishi's .Magnum 

Opua is responsible for a world of righteous indignation and just 
excitement among other religious circles. His criticism of Islam 
in particular, is such a farrago of nonsense that we Muslims 
simply wish the Rishi had though& even once before he rushed 

into writing. 

It is painful to see that the Rishi, little knowing that bis 
followers will, afber his death, be called upon to dub him the 
world-redeemer, has cut a. poor figure in the public eye by 
riding roughshod over ,he grand task: of reviewing other 

religions. 

Then again the writer has quoted some moral teachings of 
Swami Daya Na.nd io justify the latter'• claim to that office, bui he 
has taken good care to avoid the very mention of Niyoga. No 
amount of logical juggling can convince the world of the lawful• 
ness of this disgusting practice. An Arya Samajist who brags 
before the world of the moral teachings of the Swami, is simply 
preaenting a poisoned chalice to his own lips, so long as this 

bear's hug of Niyoga, is about him. 

It is now clear beyond all shades of doubt thab Rishi 
Daya Naud cannoi pose as .the world-redeemer whose adTen\ 
is prophesied by the founders of all revealed religions. Unlike 

Arya Samajists, I don't like to be blind to the sood work 
which the Bishi has done inasmuch as he has endeavoured 
to inculcate the unity of Godhead. We, Muslims, owe a deb, 
to him for uplifting a good number of our countrymen from 
the superstitious idolatry to a unintarian faith-although 
it is yet in a crude form to our way of ihinking and needs 
clarifying. 

There is one thing which strikes one as so very odd in 
Swami Daya Nand's \eachings. They have tho merit of infusing 
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into the followers of the Swami a deadly hostile spirit against 
all the ,vell•known creeds of the world. There is no religion 
e:i.::tant on the Indian &oil without a. cause of complaint 
against the disrespectful or rather impertinent tone of the Arya 
Samaj pulpit and platform. So virulent is the bellicose 
spirit of some of the Arya penny-a-liners that even prosecutions 
have failed to bring them to their senses. Some sober-think
ing and serious Arya gentlemen have of late felt constrained 

to strike a note of warning with a view to roll back the surging 
tide of this revulsion of feeling which was spreading like wild 

fire among the Arya populace. 

It is high time for the leaders of the Samaj to purge their 
Bible, the Batyarath Parkash, of every thing likely to create 
any sort of misgiving against! them. Up to this time the policy 
of the Samaj has only been destructive, and this policy has so 
persistently been pursued that people have begun to doubt the 
existence of Arya Samaj as a religious body. It is the easiest 
thing in the world to pick holes in others' coats, but it is the 
most difficult thing to bring forth anything of original value. 

Furthermore our friend in the Vedic Magazine has much 
to say of Rishi Daya Nand's science. Really he seems to have 
found a mare's nest in his science on the strength of which he 
tried to exalt the Rishi to the eminent office of a world-redeemer. 
It was the duty of our friend to prove that other religions were 
at variance with those rudiments of science which according to 

him, the Rishi has now harmonised with the Vedic lore. We, 
Muslims, on our part, do not like to make an amalgam of science 
and religion. The sphere of religion is error-proof, false notions 
can not trespass upon its sacred domain and wrong ideas can not 
intrude upon its realm. Science is purely the offspring of human 
mind and is therefore not above mistake. We make religion 
the criterion of all scientific truth■. Whatever coincides with the 
spiri\ of the divine religion is truth and whatever, on the 
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contrary, goes against the essence of the divine religion is the 
reverse of truth. We don't again think it at all necessary to 
father all scientific theories upon the Holy writ. The Holy 

Quran is o. spiritual code and as such it is all-comprehensive. It 

undertakes to conform all religious and spiritual facts to reason 
and commonsense without interfering with human activities 

in other lines provided that they are innocent, not running 
counter to the spirit of the Divine will. The Holy Quran also 
enjoins upon its adherents to make the most and the best of 
their God-given faculties and powers. Hence it is that there is 
no manly walk of life, no department of human activity, no 
school of human thought, in short no pursuit of importance in 
which Muslims have failed to carry the palm. 

Now when there is a bewildering conglomeration of religions 

and quite a mushroom growth of petty faiths, each and all 
claiming the office of the world-redeemer for their respective 
founders, it requires a philosopher's l1ead to recognise the true 
one. In order, therefore, to make it easier to identify the real 
redeemer, we had better enumerate some of the distio ga ishing 
marks and characteristic features of the redeemer, as detailed in 
the religious works announcing the ad vent of such a one. 

(I) He should make his appearance at a time when 
need is being felt for him, when the world is 

immersed in the cimmeria.n darkness of religious 
ignorance, moral depravity, and spiritual turpi
tude, when the entire atmosphere is surcharged 
with vice, when human mind is saturated with 
evil, when religion is a. mockery and the wor
ship of God so much grimace, in short when the 
fear of God is a thing unknown on the surface 
of the globe. 

(2.) His advent must be foreshadowed, prior to ita aciual 
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happening, in the expecting mind of the godly, 
so thc1,t many a sage of the day should be eagerly 
looking forward for the appearance of a re
former. 

(3,) He should claim to the office on the authority of a 

divine revelation and should be guided by the 
light of revelation and aided by divine hand in 

all of his doings. 

(4.) No human machination, no earthly power should be 
able Lo stand in his way of reformation. Op
position there must be and that overwhelmingly 
vehement. All sons of Satan re-inforced by all 
imps and fiends must enter the lists against him 
with all their might and main, but the redeemer 
must carry the day and in consequence peace 
harmony, piety, and fear of God should reign 
everywhere. 

(5.) There should be a hallo of divine glory round 
about his face which may electrify all those 
who happen to approach him. There must be 
in his personality a strong magnetism which 
may attract all God.fearing souls towards him. 

In short he should be the nucleus round which 
seekers after truth may muster strong. 

(6.) His teachings should not be confined to any one 
sect, but should be the common property of all 
the religions of the world. He should be the 
fountain-head of true knowledge and wisdom 
to which all the ihirsty may flock to drink their 
fill the nectar of divine love and mercy. 

(7.) }fo part of his life should be in ,bhe dark. All of 
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J1is contemporaries, friends and foes, ihould be 
so many eye-witnesses of his having led a pure 
life, so that he in proof of the truth of his claim 

may fearlessly be able to refer them io his un
sullied character; and immaculate life. Knowing 
for certain that he is not given to fabrication, 
concoct,ion, equivocation, prevarication, exag
geration, and any other habit of the like nature 
which might afford room for doubt in his words 
and deeds, people may have reason to put faith 

in him. 

(9.) His life should be a perfect model for all those who 
rally under his banner. He should have occa
sion to pass ihrough all ups and downs of life, so 
that with the double force of example as well as 

precept, he may train his followers in the steady 
exercise of virtue through thick and thin and 

instil into them a spirit of submission and 
resignation to the will of God under all circum
stances and at all hazards. 

(10.) His teachings should be in the mother-tongue of 
the people among w horn ho happens to appear 
so that the tAachings may be easy of comprehen
sion and circulation. Ii will be a.n. unsurmount
able difficulty for his followers, if he takes to 

preaching in a dead language not spoken any
where. Such a. reformer will be a siuecure or 
rather a typical log of wood 8ent to reign over 
the frogs of ihe fable. 

(11) The world may witness a soothing shower or 
heavenly signs at his hands bringing home io 

the wavering mind the existence of God. He 
should advance convincing argumeat1 regarding 
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the existence of "God a.nd 1how to the world the 

face of God ta.rough Hia ever-shining signs. 

(12). He should not leave the world until his mission i1 
crowned with success. He l.ihould be able to 

80W seeds of regeneration in every lani. which 
may fructify in due course after him. 

These are a few salient features of the reformer of \he latter 
da.ys to be meh with in the literature of various religions. Let; 
us now see which is the person in wh<>m a!l these characteris,ics 
are found concentra.ted. 

Since the dawn of the current century there ba.11 been no 
claimant to this office except Mirza Gula.m Ahmad of Qa.dian• 
All ears are fsmiliar wit,h his blessed name in the continent of 
India. In my opinion tbia greatly cuts shot our research. Had 
there been any other cla.imants, our task of investigation would 
have been very cumbersome. Hut now there is an only claimant. 
It is all the easier tlo examine him in the light of the above 
facts. 

As to the need of ihe time, I need not go iJlto details, our 
friend ha11 him1elf a long yarn to spin in his paper abou\ \he 
civilization of to-day, and admits thab the time calls for a 
reformer. 

Again the Ahmad of Qa.dian believes that all the great 
religion• of the world were originally from God and ii ia throu~h 
h.uman in,arference that some objectionable element ha.1 found its 
way into the original matter. All the religions have lost much 
of their pristine purity merely because human hand ha.a had \he 
indiscretion to ta.roper with their original condition. He says:
" We, the Muhammadans, on our pa.rt never spe&k disrespectfully 
of the prophe,s of other peo11le. On tlle other hand our belief i11 
hat all the other 11piritual leaders of people who ever li,ed on 
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this earth, who were accepted as true prophets by millions or 
men, w hv won the respect of a large portion of the human race, 
and who have been held in esteem for a long period of time, 
were the true prophets of God, the above circumstances a.lone 
constituting a sufficient evidence of iheir truth with us. IC 
they ha,d not been 1en\ by God, they would no\ h!'Te found 
acceptance with millione of men. God never iranta to others 
the hoaour which He gives to His chosen ones. If an impostor sifl 
in the aea.t of the elect of God, he is eoon brought to na.ugM." 
He looks upon the founders ef a.ll ihe great religions of the 
world as iO many true prophets 0£ God, and is, therefore, fully 
justified in claiming to han appeared in fulfilment of the 
universal prophecy to be met with in all revealea religioas. 

His claim was by no means a.rbitrary. He was the recipieni of 
divine revelation a.nd he did n.o~ claim that exalted office un,il 
he was appointed to i• by God, and wa.s furliher confirmed in 
the appointment many a, time and oft i11. clea.r and vivid accents. 
He did full justice to his offiet'J. He rose equal to th• demands 
of the time. Ue gave cogen\ arguments abou• tihe exi1toace 
of God an t ~howed to the world thousand• of 1ign1. To iake one 

out of 1aany, he was informed when he was quite alone and 
without any earthly resources thai his name would ring with 
glory all over the world, and men would flock te him from 
every nook and corner of the earth in large numbers. Yea.r1 ago 
when this mighty prophecy passed current everywhere, and we 
saw with our own eyes the fulfilment of it to the very Jetter. 
During his very lifetime he won a. world-wide fame and his 

name went abroad far and wide. Ere long he became the 
cynosure to which all recepime and tractable minda feh at,rac. 
ted. He had aometimes to shake hands with not less than 
one thousand men in a. single day. Although he has departed 
his village, Qadian, is still receiving a constant influx of hie 

followers every day. 

In my opinion for every right-thinking man it is a sufti. 
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cient proof of the truth of his mission that he left the world 

successful. He won a following of upwards of 4 hundred 

thousand men who a,re scattered like seeds in all parts of the 

globe. 

He wrote about a hundred books which embrace a variety 

of subjecti. Ba,rahin-i-Ahmaddiyya, his first work, contain8 a 
powerful refutation of all the object,ions tlu1.t have been often 
brough1 forward by at,heists againet the existence of God, by 
Deists against the necessity of Divine revelation, and by Chris

tians, Hindu~ and others against the truth of the Holy Prophet of 

Islam (may peace and the blelilsings of God be upon him), the 

Holy Quran, and the Holy religion of Islam. In the preface he 

binds himself to pay Rs. 10,000 to any .one who successfully 

rebuts even a portion of his arguments. But lo ! the arguments 
stand weighty like a firm rock, a good many adversaries have 
hurled daggers at them, but scarcely an atom has been scratoh
ed off the solid rock by the friction. It is not an emp~y vaunt. 

Let him who is still confident of his genius, try bis hand at it 
and verify the t.ruth of our words. 

He pointed out the errors that had crept into all the reli

gions before his advent. As the incarnation of Krishna he warned 
the Hindus against the dangers of idolatry and the Arya Samajists 
against the evils of Niyoga and the co-eternity of matter and soul 

with God, As the Promised Messiah, he cautioned the Christians 

against the evil influence of atonement. As Mahdi, he informed 

the :Mohammadans of their long-standing error regarding the 
second advent of the son of Mary, their erroneous views a bout 

Jehad, their expectations of a bloody Mahdi and numerous 
other errora. He brought the Jews to their senses by exposing 
their error in rejecting and maltreating the son of Mary 2 

righteous servant of God. 

He did not rest satisfied with passive reasoning, he entered 
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into discussions with the Christians and the Arya Samajists, 
and laid down such rules of controversy as none but the true 
religion could abide by. He emphasised the necessity for a 

revealed scripture to offer proofs for its own truth and contro

vert all objections againsb it. He insisted upou the necessity 

for a true religion to be constantly revealing the face of God 

with heavenly signs. 

But it is the giddy head that thinks that the world is swim
ming round. Many self-seeking persons did not value this 
benefactor and fell upon him like so many ravenous wolves and 

strained every nerve to bring him to naught. They ascribed 

low motives to him and turned a deaf ear to his exhortations. 

Ifo would have died in the slough of despondence, if God had 
not assured him of his ultimate iucceas. 

He m~de superhuman efforts to proclaim the truth of the 

one great religion he came to establish. His call broke upon 
the ears of Christian Europe like a bolt from the blue and ehook 
the Christian faith to the very foundation. Many a doctor of 
divinity has begun to question the tenability of Atonement in 

the realm of science and philosophy. The Encyclopaedea 
Biblica speaks volumes in support of the above fact. The 
new world heard his appeal with bated breath. The tantalising 
pretensions of Dr. Dowie had bamboozled not a few of the 

credulous Americans into accepting him as the forerunner 
of Christ. But the Promised Messiah dealt a decisive blow 
to his fate. The former invited him to n, prayer duel in 
which the American doctor had to eat the humble pie. He 
lost his honour first and his life then into the bargain. He 
died a raving maniac, deserted by his followers, his son and 

even his wife. The American press perpetuated the Tictory of 
the Messiah by ringing in their columns a merry peal a.t ihe 
den.th of a false pretender. 

'I1he crowning glory of hie mission, however, lies in the fact 
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that ·he has given the world to understand that practical ordi
nances and not theoretical maxims constitute real Islam; that 
prayer sincere and hearty is the key-note of all human advance
ment ; ihat fear of God is the philosoper's stone which can 
convert the baser metal of humanity into the pure gold of 
godliness; that self-sacrifice in the way of God is the golden key 
that can open all spiritual locks; and that perfect resignation to 
the will of God in prosperity and adversity, in affluence and 
poverty, and in health and sickness is a stepping-stone to the 
postal of paradise. Aa a result, hundreds of his followers 
enjoy personal communion with God a.nd partake of the 
enjoyment of heaven even in this Tery world. Mere words 
of mouth divorced from ~he practice of that real and high 
morality which is the quinte8sence of Islam can not put an 
end to the convulsions and heart-burnings under which man 
naturally smarts in his yearning to see God. Sheer reasoning 
widowed of the powerful light of reYelation and heavenly 
sign• is only a joy in the fool's paradise. Perfect felicity and 
genuine peace of mind are unknown things when man is left 
groping in the darkness of uncertainty and stuck in the quag 
mire of ignorance. Yet this is the case with all other religions. 
Swami Daya Nand had nothing tosay except some odds and ends 
and a few stray tit-bits about other religions than his own. He 
did not enjoy personal communion with God, and therefore felt 
under a. necessity to explain away this deficiency by declaring 
holy Vedas the first and the last revelation. 

Fortunately for those who wish to attain to perfect aatisfact
,ioo, the Promised Messiah has led the strayed humanity to the 
heaven of safety where they enjoy nearness to God. 

'l'hus it is above board that Swami Daya Naud, although a 
roan of some worth in certain respects, Wai by no means eligible 
for the high office of the predicted redeemer. His weak points 

have already been detailed and need not be repeated. Beeidii 
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tha.t he does not put in his claim to that office. Our friend 

in the Vedie Mag,izint ,vishes to ma'rn him wha~ he himself 

never pretended to be. 

Mirza Ghula.m Ahmad of (,ladian il-' Lhe only claimant before 

us, and in the absence of any other claimant, the case ca.n fairly 
be allowed to drop expa1'lt in hi}; fu.vonr. JJut he folly strengthens 

his case with arguments, heavenly signs, prophecies, lus pure 
life, perfect faith in God a.nd what not. The na.t,ural corollary, 
then, is that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and none other, is t,he world 

redeemer whose advent was foretold by inspired personages in 
the days gone by. 

Notes and Commence. 
The Spread of Islam in Africa. 

The spread of Muhamm:tdanism in Africa, sn.ys the Tntth. 
Se.eker, disturbs the Chri.-;t,ia,u Church in London t1.11<i Berlin. 

The archbishop of Canterbury took notice of it the other 
day, and at the same time a Berhn correspondent wrote: 4' The 
cireumstance that Mohammedanism is gaining more proselytes 
tha.n is Chriatianity among the natives in the African colonies 

bas been frequently ref erred to of late both in the newspapers 
and the Beichstag.'' The Berlin Missionary 'jocicety admits in 
its report for 1909 that unless serious efforts are made by the 
Chrisiian missions to counteract its influence the native popula
tion of German East Africa will undoubtedly become Moham
medan within the next fifty or sixty years. The missionaries had 
these people convertied once, but they did not stay so. Dr. Enno 

Litima.nn, professor of Semitic languages at Strassbug University, 
dra.ws attention to the spread of Islamism in northern Abyssinia 
in the course of the last century. Whole tribes, he says, which 

were once Christian and still bear Christian names have become 

:Mohammedan. He mentions in particular the t\Vo Menaa tribes 
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wbioh iraTeler■ reported fifty year■ ago to be Chri■tian. When 
he wa, in the country in 1905 he received \he following account 
of ,hem: '' Their reli1ion was formerly Chri1tian and each 
branch had its churches and priest.. Later on, however, their 
prieata did not know how to read; then the Mosleras came among 
ibem and converted them to Islamism. Very few at the pre1ent 
clay are still Chri1tians.'' The slo\V progress of the church in 
mi11ionizing led the archbishop of Canterbury to ma.ke the 
gloomy utterance: '' After 1900 years of Christianity we look 
out on a world Tery largely non-Christian still_,, 

An Ecclesiastical Picnic. 
Now that the World Mis11ionary Conference is over, engineer

ed as it wa1 by Yankee Y. M. C. A's. with its preliminary new,. 
paper puffs, we ■bould like some delegate to tell us his opinion 
of what was accomplished in the sober, but beautiful city, 

Bdinbnrgh, where men are accustomed to think, and to '"eigh 
the results of work. The fact is that ,he America.us are captur
ing Ellrope. American, are panionately fond of summer picnica: 
and the r•ligious people are just as fond of them as are their 
more worldly neighbours, 10 they gather on the island in Lake 
Obatauqua and o~her charming resorts, for a little religion, 
more s,udy, and a great deal of fresh air and good food. 
Dr. Lunn, a Wesleyan medical missionary. transported the idea 
aocros1 the Ailantic, and having secured the help or Archdeacon 
Farrr.r, pereuaded thousand• or clerics, laics and ladies to go for 
a religiou1 picnic to Grundelwald in Switzerland. Then came 
Ke1wick and its followers. No,v ihe Yankees worked oui a 
1cheme for a cc,lo11a.l Ecclesiastical picnic in Edinburgh where 
mi1sionarie1 could li■ten to speeches about Mission• in all parta 
of the world.-Indian Church News. 

--
Why men Stay away from the Church ? 
So many rea1on1 for the absence of men from church 
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haTe been advanced from ihe inner consciousnellB of various 
writera that it ma7 be of interest!, says the New-York Outlook, 
,o giTe • few obttained from the 1\ay-away1 themaelTes. The 
eecretary of a Harvard clas1 recently made preparation■ for 
getting out it1 "Quin-decennial'' report. In the iirs\ report, 
published juat after graduation, had been a tabulation of ibe 
'' religious Tiews '' of the members. It aeemed tha\ a new 
tabulation of those views aa they stand at present might giYe 
enlightening compariaons. The question was accordingly a.sked 
on the blank for informa\ion sent! to every man in the claBS. It 
wa1 preceded by the promis• that no names would be uaed in 
tabulating the results, '' so that you may be a■ outspoken as you 
like.'' About three huudred and seventy answer■ were received 

out of over four hundred men on the active list. Many gave 
merely their denominational affinities, as was done in the firsh 
report. From these it appeared tha.t the Episcopalians who 
originally stood second on the list, with seventv-one avowed 
members, had now moved up to first place with seventy-five. 
The U nitaria.ns, originally the leadArs with ~eventy-seven, had 
dropped to fifl,y-four, the Preabyterians from twenty-four to 
eleven, the Baptists from twenty-two to eight, while the Congre• 
gationa.lists rema.ined nearly steady, thirty-two or thirty-three 
in number. Per contra, the Roman CtLtholics, originally five, 
had doubled to ten, and several representatives each were now 
found for Christian 8cience Et,hical Culture, Christians, and 

other sects not shown at all fifteen years ago. But many of the 
answers weni further than a mere sta.tament of creed. A large 
number of men stated that they had '' no faith," '' no religion,'' 
u my uwn religion " or put themselves down as attendants a, 
" no church.'' And in ma.ny instances the reason was giTen. 
The more interesting of these are here copied verbatim. They 
seem to fall into a few logical groups. First may be put those 
which appear semi-humorous or frankly physical. "Going regu
larly seems a bit ostentatious.'' '' Have entirely lost the habit.,, 
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'' Tennis does me more good." '' Not a vic\im of an uneasy 
conscience." '' The services are wearisome,'' "The 1ervice are
seldom lteld at conTenien, hours." Then comei the clas11 tha; 
expects amusement even in church-going. "Somehow the 
Church and ibs teachinis fail to interest me.'' '' Intere11t less 
than five years ago.'' " The doctrine and forms of the Church 
do not appeal." '' So little said or done there that in terea,s 

me:" '' Neither dogmas nor prea.chers interest me.'' H Inabili•y 

to be interesbed in sermons.'' "Inferiority of pastors.'' ''Haye 
a, prejudice against the minister." La&t come the reaeons tha; 
simply reasoning. They aire sometimes scornful. ''Churchgoing ia 
not an essential of life." "Feel no interest in a futnre life or a 
personal God.'' '' All churches as now conducted are anachronisms" 
But sometimes they are serious. '' When a Sunday senice 
is helpful to the average man, I shall become a regular attend

ant.'' H Have far less faith now in the efficiency or worah of 

the Church.'' '' Sorrow ta.ught me," says an ex-clergyman (of 
whom there are already a surprising nnrn her in the class), that 
religion was more sust::tining thitn I had preached, and its insti
tubions less valuable than I had imagined. I have never had 

more faith than I have to-day in the realities of religion, 
nor less confidence in its institutions_,, With out discussing 
what this evidence tends to sh,,w it is worl,h while to notice, the 
value of the evidence ittsclf. Jn thP iir;,,;l, p!.1,ee, th~re is no loc:1,l 
or ~cctiou::i.l bias in these replies. 'l'lHiy c,,nw from all over the 
country, and refer, of comie, t;o every kind oi · dinrch.'' Second 
\hey are entirely volLrntary a1Hl rnado in appnr•~nti,, :ibsolutely 
good faith, under the circumsLimces outline;l l~huTe. r hird, they 
are ma.do by educated men in the prin1e 1,f lil'e, ueither young 
a,nd ignurmit nor old and opinionated, but men who have had 
time to look about them and ..;,!tt,le ou :,,rn,e life philosophy. A. 
large propor-ion of them are, of conn,e, manie,i -and family men. 
Fourth, they are, generally speaking, men of substance and 
st~ndiug in their commnnitie:,, not o,dy voicing in most ma.tters 
th~ better opinion of those commu11i1,iet1, bnt doing not a liitle to 
form thai opinion themselves. 'l'his brief report may help 
ministers and churches to the more profi6able exercise of consi
dering how far the fault is in themselves and is curable. 
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